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Dr.   SAMUEL   JOHNSON. 


TH  E  genera]  fenfe  of  mankind,  and  the  practice 
of  the  learned  in  all  ages,  have  given  a  ian^on 
to  bi<^;raphical  hiflory,  and  concurred  xo  recommend 
thatpreceptof  thewifcibn  of  Sirach,  in  which  we  are 
exhorted  to  *  pr^fe  famom  men,  fuch  as  by  their 
counfels  ana  Vy  th^ir  V  ~»».it-lgr  "f'^rning  were  iTicet 
for  the  people, — and  were  wife  and  eloquent  in  their  in- 
ftruftions, — and  fuch  as  recited  verfes  in  writing*.'  In 
each  of  thefe  faculties  did  the  peribn,  whofe  hiftory  I 
am  about  to  write,  fo  greatly  excel,  rfiat,  except  for  my 
prefiimpdon  in  the  attempt  to  difplay  his  worth,  the 
undertaking  may  be  thought  to  need  no  apology ;  efpc- 
cially  if  we  contemplate,  together  with  his  mental  endow- 
ments, thofe  moral  qualities  which  diftinguiihcd  him, 
and  refieft  that,  in  an  age  when  literary  acquifitions  and 

•  EccIm.  Chap.  XLIV.  Verft  i.et  fcqq. 
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fcicndfic  improvements  arc  rated  at  that  utmoft 
value,  he  refted  not  in  the  applaufe  which  thefe  pro- 
cured him  >  but  adorned  the  character  of  a  fcholar  and 
a  philofoplicr  with  that  of  a  chriftian. 

Juffified,  as  I  truft,  thus  far  in  the  opinion  of  the 
rcadefj  I  may,  nevenhelefs,  ftand  in  need  of  his  cx- 
cufe ;  for  that,  in  the  narration  <rf"  fads  ihtt  rcfpeft 
others,  I  have  oftener  fpoke  of  myfelf,  and  in  my  own 
perfon,  than  the  practice  of  fome  writers  will  war- 
rant. To  this  objeftion,  if  any  Ihall  pleafe  to  make 
it,'  }  anfwer,  that  the  rcverfe  of  wrong  is  not  always 
right.  By  the  office  I  have  undertaken  I  Itand  en- 
gaged to  relate  fafts,  to  which  I  was  a  witnefs,  con- 
verfations  in  which  I  was  a  party,  and  to  record  me- 
morable fayinga  tittered  only  to  myfelf.  Whoever 
attends  to  thefe  circumftances,  nriuft,  befides  the 
difguft  which  fuch  an  affeftation  of  humility  would 
excite,  be  convinced,  that  in  fome  inftances,  the  avoid- 
ing of  egotiiins  had  been  extremely  difBcult,  and  in 
many  impofilble. 

Samuel  Johnson,  the  lubjeA.  of  the  following 
memoirs,  was  tii«  elder  "C  ':hg.  tys_  fn°*'o^^'t:haeI 
Johnfon,  of  the  city  of  Lichfield  bookfeller,  and  of 
Sarah  his  wife,  afifter  ofDr.  Jofeph  Ford,  aphyfician 
of  great  eminence,  and  father  of  the  famous  Comeliua 
othcrwifc  called  Parfon  Ford.*    He  was  born,  as  I 

find 

*  Ofthii  perfon,  who  yet  lives  in  the  rennnbiaBceof  afewofhu 
aflbciatet,  little  can  be  related  but  fiomoral  action.  He  was, 
ai  I  have  heard  Johnfon  fay,  a  man  of  great  wit  and  ftapendolu 
parts,  but  of  very  profKgnte  manners.  He  was  ch^lain  to  LorA 
Chcllcrlield  during  hit  rcfidcnce  at  the  Hague ;  but,  as  bis'lOTdfhip 

was 
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Ijnd  it  noted  in  his  diary,  on  the  ferenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1709:  his  brother,  named  Nathanael,  was 
bom  fixne  years  after.  Mr.  Johiifon  was  a  man  of 
eminence  in  his  trade,  aUd  of  fuch  reputation  in  the 
city  abovcmentioned,  that  he,  more  than  once,  bore, 
for  a  year,  the  ofikc  of  b^Uff  o^  chief  magiftrate 
thereof^  and  diii:h»ged  the  duties  of  that  exalted 
ftation  with  honour  and  applaufe.  It  may  here  be 
"proper,  as  it  will  account  for  fome  pardculars  refpeft- 
ing  the  charat5ter  of  his  fon  Samuel,  to  mention,  that 
lus  political  principles  led  him  to  favour  the  pretenfi- 
om  of  the  exiled  family,  and  that  though  a  very  honeft 
and  fenfible  man,  he,  like  many  others  inhabiting  die 
county  of  Stafford,  was  a  Jacobite. 

It  may'  farther  be  fuppofed,  that  he  was  poflefled  of 
fome  amiable  qualities  either  mcM^l  or  perfonal,  from  a 
circumftance  in  his  early  life,  of  which  evidence  is  yet 
remaining.  While  he  was  an  apprentice  at  Leek  in 
Staffbrdfliire,  a  young  woman  of  the  lame  town  fell  in 
love  with  him,  and  upon  his  removal  to  Lichfield  fol- 
lowed VvVm,  and  took  lodgings  oppofite  his  houfe.  Ho- 
paflion  was  not  unknown  tb  Mr.  Johnfon,  but  he  had 
no  tnclinarion  to  return  it,  till  he  heard  that  it  lb  affect- 
ed her  mind  that  her  life  was  in  danger,  when  he  vifited 
hcTt  and  made  her  a  tender  of  his  hand,  but  feeling  the 
approach  of  death,  fhe  declined  it,  and  Ihortly  after 
died,  and  was  interred  in  Lichfield  cathedr;d.    In  pity 

wu  nfedto  tell  him,  predadcd  all  hope  of  preferment  by  the  want 
of  X  vic«,  namely,  hypocrUy.  It  wa»  fuppored  that  the  parfon  ia 
Hogsitfa's  modeni  midni^t  coarerfatioQ,  was  intended  10  rcprelent 
him  in  bii  hoar  of  frflivuy,  kat  in  the  morning. 

Ba  to 


by  Google 


^  THELIFEOF 

to  her  fufferings,  Mr.  Johnfon  caufed  a  {lone  to  be 

placed  over  her  grave  with  this  infcnption  : 

Here  lies  the  body  of 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Blaney,  a  ftrangcr. 

She  departed  this  life, 

ad  of  September,  1694, 

The  firft  born  child  of  Mr.  Johnfon  and  his  wife, 
their  fon  Samuel,  had  the  misfortune  to  receive,  toge- 
ther with  its  nutriment  derived  from  a  hired  nurfe, 
the  feeds  of  that  difeafe  which  troubled  him  through 
life,  the  ftmma,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the  king's-evil ;  for 
the  cure  whereof  his  mother,  agreeable  to  the  opinion 
then  entertaned  of  the  efficacy  of  the  royal  touch» 
prefented  him  to  Queen  Anne,  who,  for  the  laft  time, 
as  it  is  faid,  that  fhe  ever  performed  that  office,  widi 
her  accullomed  grace  and  benignity  adminiftered  to 
the  child  as  much  of  that  healing  quality  as  it  was  in 
her  power  to  difpenfe,  and  hung  about  his  neck  the 
ufual  amulet  of  an  angel  of  gold,  with  the  imprefs 
of  St.  Michael  the  archangel  on  the  one_  fide,  and  a 
Clip  xmder  full  fail  on  the  other.*     It  was  probably 

this 
•  This  healing  gift  is  faid  to  have  been  derived  to  our  princes 
from  Edward  the  Confeilbr,  and  is  recorded  hy  hU  hiftorian,  Alured 
Rivallenfu.  In  Stow'a  annals  we  have  a  relation  of  the  firft  cure  of 
ihis  kind  which  Edward  perforined;  but,  as  it  ia  rather  difgufting  to 
read  it,  I  chufc  to  give  it  in  the  words  of  the  author  ftom  whence  It  is 
^parently  tafcen,  with  this  remark,  that  the  kings  of  France  lay 
claim  to  the  fame  miraculous  power.  •  Adolefcentula  quatdam  tradita 
'  nuptiisdupiiciUborabatincommodo.  Nam  fecicm  ejus  morbus  dc- 
'  formaverat,  amorcm  viri  fterilitaa  prolbademerat:  fubfencibn* 
•  quippe  qiiafi  glandes  ci  fuccrevcrant,  quKtotam  fadem  defbrmi  ta- 
»  more  (bdantes.putrclaaiafub  cute  humoribui.languineminfaniMn 
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tfais  difeafe  that  deprived  him  of  the  figjii  of  his  left 
eye,  for  he  hts  been  heard  to  fay,  that  he  never  re» 
jnembcred  w  have  enjoyed  the  ufe  of  it. 

■  venerant.  inde  natlvennei  odorem  tetemmum  exhslalunt.     It> 

*  viro'  incudeb^t  morbus  horrornn,  fterilitas  minucbat  affe^hun. 
'  Vivebat  infelix  mnlicr  oduda  marico,  pamitS>Ui  oncrab.  RanU 
'  ad  earn  rel  uucorum  accdTtu  ptopur  fxuaem,  vcl  alpeftiu  viii 

*  propter  hofTorem.     Hinc  dolor.  Line  lacrimx.  tunc  die  noAnqoB 

■  liifpiria,  ciun  d  vel  Aeriliua  opprobriom,  vcl  contemptuin  infir- 

*  mitas  gencraret.  Indoffariam  mediconim  avertebat  inopia.  Quid 
'  ageret  jntTen  ?  Quod  Iblum  fupererat,  ubi  faamanom  deerat  divi- 

*  niimprecabatiiTaaxiliain,  quafiinillaiaUliiu^iixmireTxiniilicria 
'  vocrm  eminpeiu,  Piti,  Dtmiiu,  Ml  J*  -aincMU  imfrafml  buJMs  m6- 
'  fihiume,  OMI  etrufuper  irrram  trifiat  mt.     Jabetor  tandem  in 

*  famnu  adire  palacntm^  ex  reg^  nunibtu  fperare  remediuuii 
«  qmbps  6  lou,  ft  tada,  fi  £gnata  fbtct.  recipoet  qus  mcritii  Jani- 
'  catem.     Expcrgcfa^  mvlicr,  fexiu  fuDoI  et  conditionu  oblitai 

*  pronunpit  in  curiam,  regiiferepnelentat  obtutibns,  exponitoracu- 
'  lum,  auxilium  deprecatar.  lUcmorefuoTifhu  pietate,  necfordM 
'  cavit,  nee  fxtorem e;dioiTuit.  Albtadeniqueaqiu,  parteicorpori* 

*  qtusjnoriwt  fixdaverat  propriii  manibui  Javit,  locaque  tumentia 

*  contreflaiu  digitit  fignum  ftnibe  crncit  impicflit.     Quid  plura  f 

*  Subito  rupta  cute,  cum  lanie  vcnon  ebulHunt,  refedit  tunior,  dotor 

*  Omni*  %bceSt :  aaunirantibiu  qui  vderant  tantam  fub  purpura 
'  Jan&'tatem,  tantam  foepu^rii  aaiubuf  indferirtotein.     Paucta 

*  reiD  diebtu  rubltitttis  curia  mulier  regiii  miniftris  neceflaria  mi- 

*  nifirantibui,  ixxxK  obduda  vulneribus  cicatrice  incolupiu  rediret 

*  ad  piDpria.     Veium  nt  nidul  deeflet  regi  ad  gloriam,  pauperculae 

*  nichiladgratiain.donatiirficnli  iuoinnaftecuitditai.venti^quebi 
'  de&Ieiatofru£tnditata,&ciIefibimBritigratianiconc!liavit.' 

The  reader  will  find  much  curioni  matter  relating  to  the  royal 
touch,  in  Mr.  Barrington'aobfervatioiu  on  ancient  ftatutes  107,  and 
in  Chamberi's  diftionary,  art.  svil,  to  which  I  (hall  add,  that  the 
vindicatian  of  this  power,  aa  Inherent  in  the  pretender,  by  Mr. 
-Carte,  deftroyod  the  credit  of  hii  intended  hiftory  of  England,  and 
put  a  &op  to  the  completion  of  it. 

The  ritual  fot  thii  is  to  be  found  in  Bifltqi  Sparrow's  colleAion  of 
•rticlet,  ouKnu,  Sec.  and  alfo  in  all  or  moft  of  the  impreflions  of  the 
CojnmoD  Prayer  Bod:,  printed  ia  Queen  Annc't  reign,  but  is  thefe 
'latter  ndtb  great  variations. 

B3  H 
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It  may  fccm  a  ridiculous  attempt  to  traCr  the  dasnfc 
(^  his  poetical  faculty  fo  far  back  as  to  his  very  in- 
fancy }  but  the  f(^ow!ng  incident  I  am  cmipdled  t* 
mcmion,  as  it  is  well  attcftcd,  and  therefore  makes 
part  of  his  hiftory.  When  he  was  about  three  year> 
old,  his  mother  had  a  brood  <^  eleven  ducldjngSs, 
^ich  Ihe  peimicted  him  to  call  his  own.  It  hiqi- 
pened  that  in  playing  about  he  tsod  on  and  killed  one 
of  them,  upon  which  running  to  his  mother,  he,  in 
great  emotion  bid  her  write.  Write,  child?  faid  fti^ 
what  muft  1  wrice  ?  Why  write,  anfwered  he,  fo : 

Here  lies  good  Matter  Duck, 

That  Samuel  Johnfop  trod  on, 

IPt  had  liT*d  'twould  have  been  gt>od  luck> 

For  then  tiiere'd  been  an  odd  one. 

and  fhe  wrote  accordin^y. 

Being  arrived  at  a  proper  age  for  grammatical  in-i 
ilruftion,  he  was  placed  in  the  free  fchool  of  Lichfield, 
rf  which  Mr.  HuMcr  was  then  matter.  The  pn^;re& 
he  made  in  his  learning  foon  attrafted  the  notice  oC  h» 
teachers ;  and  among  other  difcernible  qualities  that 
diftinguifhed  him  from  the  reft  of  the  fchool,  he  was 
bold,  aftive  and  enterprifing,  fo  that  without  affeding 
ir,  the  fcniors  in  the  fchool  looked  on  him  as  their 
head  and  leader,  and  readily  acquiefced  in  wharever 
he  propofed  or  did.  There  dwelt  at  Lichfield  a  gcn^ 
tleman  of  the  name  of  Butt,  the  father  of  the  reverend 
Mr.  Butt,  now  a  King's  Chaplun,  to  whok  houfe  oa 
holidays  and  in  fchool-vacations  he  was  ever  welc<mw. 
The  children  in  the  family,  perhaps  oSended  with  the 
rudenefs  of  his  behaviour,  would  frequently  call  hini 
the  great  boy,  which  the  father  once  overhearing,  faid. 
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•  you  call  him  the  great  boy,  but  take  my  word  for  it, 
'  he  will  one  day  prove  a  great  man." 

A  more  particular  charaAer  of  him  while  a  fchool- 
boy>  and  of  his  behaviour  at  fchool,  I  Rnd  in  a  paper 
now  before  me,  wri'tcn  by  a  pcrfoii  yet  living,  and  <jf 
■which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

•  JtAnfon  and  I  were,  early  in  lifej  fchool-fellows  af 

•  Lichfield,  and  for  manv  years  in  the  fame  claCs.    As 

•  his  uncorrimon  abilities  for  learning  far  exceeded  us, 

•  we  endeavoured  by  every  bovilh  piece  of  flattery  to 

•  gain  his  afliftance,  and  three  of  us,  by  turns,  ufed  to 

•  call  on  him  in  a  morning>  on  one  of  whofc  backs, 

•  fupported  by  the  other  two,  he  rode  triumphantly 

•  to  fchool.    He  never  afibciated  with  us  in  any  of 

•  our  diverflons,  except  in  the  winter  iP(hen  the  ice  was 

•  firm,  M  be  drawn  along  by  a  boy  bare  footed.    His 

■  anibicion  to  excel  was  great,  though  his  application 
'  to  books,  as  far  as  it  appeared,  was  very  trifling.    I 

•  could  not  oblige  him  nwre  than  by  fauntering  away 

•  every  vacation,  that  occurred,  in  the  fields,  during 

•  which  time  he  was  more  engaged  in  talking  to  him* 

•  felf  than  his  companion.  Verfes  or  themes  he  would 

•  di&atc  to  hii  favourites,  but  he  would  never  be  at 

•  the  trouble  of  writing  them.    His  diflike  to  bufinelj 

■  was  fo  great,  that  he  would  procraftinatc  his  exer* 

•  cifcs  to  the  laft  hour.    I  have  known  him  after  ft 

•  long  vacation,  in  which  we  were  rather  fevercly 

•  taiked,  return  to  fchool  an  hour  earlier  in  the  mora* 

•  ing,  and  begin  oiie  of  his  excrcifes,  in  which  he  pur* 

•  pofely  left  fome  feults,  in  order  to  gain  time  to  finilh 

•  the  reft. 

*  1  never  knew  him  corr«^ed  at  fchool,  unlefs  it 

•  Wai  for  talking  and  diverting  other  boys  from  their 

B4  '  bufipcfs. 
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*  bufinefa,  by  which>  perhaps,  he  might  hope  to  keep 

*  his  afccndancy.     He  was  uncommonly  inquifiiivc, 

*  and  his  memory  fo  tenacious,  that  whatever  he  read 

*  or  heard  he  never  forgot.    I  remember  rehearfing 

*  to  him  eighteen  verfes,  which  after  a  little  paufe  he 

*  -repeated  verbatim,  except  one  epithet,  which  im- 
^  proved  the  line. 

'  After  a  long  abfence  from  Lichfield,  when  he  re- 

*  turned  I  was  apprehenfive  of  fomething  wrong  in  his 

*  conftitution,  which  might  either  impair  his  intelleil 
'  or  endanger  his  life,  but,  thanks  to  Almighty  God, 

*  my  fears  have  proved  falfe.' 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1725,  he  received  an 
invitation  from  his  uncle,  Cornelius  Ford,  to  fpcnd  a 
few  days  with  him  at  his  hoofe,  which  1  conjecture  to 
have  been  on  a  living  of  his  in  one  of  the  counties  bor- 
dering upon  StafFordftjire ;  but  it  feems  that  the  uncle, 
difcovering  that  the  boy  was  poffcfled  of  uncommon 
parts,  was  unwilling  to  let  him  return,  and  to  make  up 
for  the  lofs  he  might  fuftain  by  his  abfence  from 
fchtxil,  became  his  inftruiftor  in  the  dailies,  and  far- 
ther alTifted  him  in  his  ftudies  ;  fo  that  it  was  not  til! 
the  Whitfuntide  following,  that  'Johnfon  went  back  to 
Lichfield.  Whether  Mr.  Hunter  was  difpleafed  to 
find  a  vifitof  a  few  days  protrafted  into  a  vacation  of 
many  months,  or  that  he  refented  the  interference  of 
another  perfon  in  the  tuition  of  one  of  his  fcholars, 
and  he  one  of  the  moft  promifing  of  any  under  his 
care,  cannot  now  be  known  j  but,  it  feems,  that  at 
Johnfon's  return  to  Lichfield,  lie  was  not  received 
into  the  fchool  of  that  city  -,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  in- 
formed, by  a  perlbn.who  was  his  fchool-fellow  there, 
that  he  was  placed  in  one  at  Stourbridge  in  Worcef- 
terfliirc,  under  the  care  of  a  matter  named  Winkworth, 
7  but. 
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butirfio,  affefting  to  be  thought  allied  to  the  StraSbrcl 
family,  affumed  thenameofWentworth. 

When  his  fchool  education  was  finiflied,  his  father, 
'whofe  circumftances  were  far  fnnn  affluent,  was  for 
'  fome  time  at  a  lofs  how  to  difpofe  of  him :  he  tpofc 
him  home,  probably  with  a  -view  to  bring  him  up  to 
his  own  trade ;  for  I  have  heard  Johnfon  fay,  that 
he  himfelf  was  able  to  bind  a  book.  This  fufpcnfe 
continued  about  two  years,  at  the  end  whereof,  a 
neighbouring  gentleman,  Mr.  Andrew  Corbet,  hav- 
ing a  fon,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  fame  fchocJ 
■with  Johnfon,  whom  he  was  about  to  fend  to  Pem- 
broke college  in  Oxford,  a  propofal  was  made  and 
accepted,  that  Johnfon  fhould  attend  this  fon  thither, 
in  quality  of  afliftant  in  his  ftudics ;  and  accordingly, 
on  the  31ft  day  of  Oftober,  1728,  they  were  both  en- 
tered, Corbet  as  a  gentleman-commoner,  and  Johnfon 
as  a  commoner. 

The  college  tutor,  at  thattimc,  was  a  man  named 
Jordan,  whom  Johnfon,  though  he  loved  him  for  the 
goodnefs  of  KU  nature;  fo  contemned  for  the  meaa- 
nels  of  his  abilities,  that  he  would  oftener  rifque  the 
payment  of  a  fmall  fine  than  attend  his  lefhires  i  nor 
was  he  ftudious  to  conceal  the  reafon  of  his  abfencew 
Upon  occafion  of  one  fuch  impofition,  he  feid  to  Jor- 
dan, *  Sir,  you  have  fconced  me  two-pence  for  non- 
'  attendance  at  a  lefture  not  worth  a  penny.' 

Whether  it  was  this  difcouragement  in  the  outfctof 
dicirftudies,  or  any  other  ground  of  difmclination  that  ' 
moved  him  to  it,  is  not  known,  but  this  is  certain,  that 
young  Corbet  could  not  brook  fubmiflion  to  a  man 
who  fecmcd  to  be  little  more  learned  than  hhnfclf,  and 

that 
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that  having  a  father  living,  who  was  aUc  to  difpofe  of 
him  in  various  other  ways,  he,  after  about  two  years 
flar,  left  the.  college,  and  went  home. 

ButthecaTeof  Johnfoo  wasfardificrent:  hisfortuaes 
vcre  at  lea  i  his  title  to  a  ftipcnd  was  gone,  and  all  that 
he  could  obtaio  from  the  father  of  Mr.  Corbet,  was,  an 
agreement,  duri;^  his  continuance  at  college,  to  pay  for 
his  conmions.  With  no  eithibition,  or  other  means  of 
fupport  in  the  profccution  of  his  Ihidies,  he  had  no- 
thing to  depend  on,  lave  the  alOftance  c^  a  kind  and 
indulgent  parent,  Ac  that  time  the  trade  of  a  country  . 
booldeller,  even  in  a  city  where  was  a  cathedral  and  an 
incorporacian  of  eccleliaflics,  was  lefs  profitable  than  it 
IS  now  i  for  though  it  may  be  faid,  that  during  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  multitudes  of  controverfuj 
books  and  pamphlets  were  publifliing,  yet  diefe  yield- 
ed but  fmall  advwtage  to  the  mere  venders  of  them : 
there  were  then  no  fuch  publications  for  the  mere 
amu&ment  of  young  readers  or  idle  pcrlbns  as  the 
prcfs  now  daily  fends  forth  -,  nor  had  any  bookfeller 
enteit^ned  in  his  mind  the  proje(ft  of  a  circulating 
library:  fnun hence  it  is  evident,  that  his  father,  hav- 
ing no  other  means  of  fublifting  himfelf  and  his  chil- 
dren, than  the  ordinary  income  of  his  £bop,  was  but 
little  able  u>  afford  him  any  other  than  a  Icanty  main- 
tenance. 

The  want  of  that  affiftance,  which  fcholars  in  gene. 
ral  derive  from  their  parents,  relations,  and  friends, 
loon  became  vifiUe  in  the  garb  and  appearance  of 
Johnfbn,  which,  though  in  Ibme  degree  concealed  by  - 
a  ldn)lar*s  gown,  and  that  we  know  is  never  deemed 
tiie  Ids  honourable  for  being  old,  was  fb  4>parent  as  to 

excite 
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esKite  pity  iaiivne  that  iaw  sod  nodced  Urn.  ShaU  I 
be  pgmculv,  md  rrlace  a  circumftance  of  ^  diftrdi, 
that  cannot  \x  impuced  to  him  aa  oo  efeft  of  hii  cram 
cxtrvv^wce  or  inegulaiitiTj  andcoafequendjr  reflefts' 
nodifgraceoDhtfiiMnnry?  He  bad  fcarce  ui)r  change 
of  ratmeitf,  and,  i*  a  Ibort  tkne  after  Corbet  left  him, 
but  one  pair  (tf  flKWs>  and  thpfe  lb  old,  that  bis  ieetwcm 
ieen  through  diem :  a  gendemaa  of  bis  college,  the 
fadifrof  an  emioencclerg^nafl  now  living,  direfted  a 
iervitor  one  morning  to  place  a  new  pair  ac  the  door  of 
Johnfon's  chamber,  who,  ieang  them  upon  bis  fitft  gpr 
kig  out,  fo  &t  forgot  himfelf  and  the  f^tit  that  muft 
have  actuated  his  unknown  bene&ftor,  that,  irith  all 
the  iodignatioa  of  an  inTultod  man,  he  threw  dum 
away. 

He  may  be  (uppoSBd  to  have  beoi  under  tihe  age  of 
twenty,  when  this  imaginary  indignity  was  oSeredhim^ 
a  period  of  life  at  which,  SaUrvt  concemi  the  know- 
ledge o£  mankind,  and  the  moms  of  improving  adverfe 
circumftanccs,  every  one  hat  much  B)  learn :  he  had, 
doubiUfc,  before  this  timt,  experienced  *  the  proud 
*  man's  contumely;'  and  io  dm  fcbotd  of  affllftioa  mjg^ 
hare  RrS:  had  reafi)n  to  lay,-^ 

*  Slow  rifes  worth  by  poverty  depreft.' 

his  fpirit  was,  neverthelefi,  too  great  to  fink  under 
this  depreflion.  His  cuur,  Jordan,  in  about  a  year's 
^nce,  went  off  to  a  livmg  which  he  had  been  prefented 
u,  upon  giving  a  bond  to  refign  it  In  favour  of  a  mi- 
nor, and  Johnlbn  became  the  pujril  (^  Mr.  Adams,  a 
peribn  of  far  fuperior  aidowmeiitSa  who  afterwards  at* 
tained  a  doftor's  degree,  and  is  at  this  time  head  of  his 
college.    Encouragedi  by  a  change  fo  propidous  to  his 

ftudies, 
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ftudies,  he  profectitcd  them  with  diligence,  attended 
both  pnblic  and  private  leftures,  performed  his  exer- 
cifes-with  alacrity,  and  in-fliort,  neglefted  no  means  c* 
opportunities  of  improvement.  Hfe  had  at  this  time 
a  great  emulation,  to  call  ie  by  no  worfe  a  name,  to 
excel  Ws  competitors  in  literature.  There  was  a  young 
gentleman  of  his  college,  named  Meekcs,  whofe  exer- 
cifes.  he  coold  not  bear  to  hear  commended  j  and  whcn- 
cvcr  he  declaimed  or  diluted  in  the  hall,  Johnfon 
would  rcdre  to  the^fartheft  corner  thereof,  that  he 
might  be  out  of  the  reach  of  his  vmce. 

Xn  this  courfe  of  learning,  his  favourite  objeAs  were 
dafficat  literature,  ethics,  and  theology,  in  the  latter 
.  whcfeof  he  lud  the  foundation  by  ftudying  the  Fa- 
thers, If  we  may  judge  from  the  magnitude  of  his 
Adverferia,  which  I  have  now  by  me,  his  plan  for  ftudy 
wasavery  extenfiveone.  The  heads  of  fcience,  to  the 
extent  of  fix  folio  volumes,  are  copioufly  branched 
throughout  it ;  but,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  with  young 
Itudents,  the  blank  far  exceed  in  number  the  written 
leaves. 

To  fay  the  troth,  the  courfe  of  his  fhidies  was  far 
fiT>m  r^ular :  he  read  by  fits  and  ftarts,  and,  in  the 
intervals,  digcfted  his  reading  bymeditatiMi,  «o  which 
he  was  ever  prone.  Neither  did  he  regard  the  hours 
of  ftudy,  farther  than  the  difcipline  of  the  college  com- 
pelled him.  It  was  the  praAice  in  his  time,  for  a  ler- 
•vitor,  by  order  of  the  mafter,  to  go  round  to  the  rooms 
of  the  young  men,  and  knocking  at  the  door,  to  en- 
quire if  they  were  within,  and,  if  no  anfwer  was  retum- 
.  ed,  to  report  them  abfent :  Johnfon  could  not  endure 
this  intrufion,  and  would  frequently  be  filent,  when  the 
vtterancc  (rf"  a  word  would  have  infurcd  him  from  cen- 
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ftircj  and,  farther  to  be  revenged  for  bc'mg  diftinbcd 
when  he  was  as  profitably  employed  as  perhaps  he 
could  be,  would  join  with  others  of  the  young  men  in 
the  college  in  hunong,  as  they  called  it,  die  femtor, 
who  was  thus  diligent  in  his  duty ;  and  this  they  did 
wth  the  ncnfe  of  pots  and  cuidlelticks,  finging  to  dc 
tune  f^  Chevy-chace,  the  wwds  in  that  old  ballad, 

*  To  drive  the  deer  with  hound  and  horn,'  &c. 
not  feldom  to  the  endangering  the  life  and  limbs  of 
the  unfortunate  viftim. 

Thefe,  and  other  fuch  levities,  marked  his  behaviour 
for  a  ftiort  time  after  his  coming  to  college ;  but  he 
foon  convinced  thofe  about  him,  that  he  came  thither 
for  other  puipofes  than  to  make  ^rt  either  for  him- 
ielf  or  them.  His  excrcifes  were  applauded,  and  his 
tutor  was  not  fo  Jhallow  a  man,  but  that  he  could  difco- 
ver  in  Johnfon  great  Ikill  in  the  dailies,  and  alfo  a  talent 
for  Latin  verfification,  by  fuch  compofidons  as  few  of 
his  ftanding  could  equal.  Mr.  Jordan  taking  advan- 
tage, therefore,  of  a  tranlgrefBon  of  this  his  pupil,  the 
abfenting  himfcif  &om  early  prayers,  impofed  on  him 
for  a  vacation  cxcrcift,  the  taflc  of  tranflating  into  Larin 
verfe  the  Mefliah  of  Mr.  Pope,  which  being  fliewn  to 
the  author  of  the  original,  by  a  fon  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot, 
then  a  gentleman-commoner  of  Chrift-church,  and  bro- 
ther of  the  late  Mr.  Arbuthnotof  the  Exchequer-office^ 
*as  read,  and  returned  with  this  encomium :  *  The 

*  writer  of  this  poem  will  leave  it  a  queftion  for  p(rfle- 

•  rity,  whether  his  or  mine  be  the  original.'*    This 

tranfladon 

*  Mr.  Pope,  in  another  inftaiice,  gxre  a  proof  of  bu  candor  and 
^ifpofidon  to  encourage  the  eflayi  of  young  men  of  geniiu.  Wbeit 
Smart  publiihcd  bit  Latin  tnuiAation  of  Mr.  Fope'isdeonSt.Ccci- 

lia'a 
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tranflation  feuad  its  way  into  a  mifcdkny  pubhlhed  bf 
jubfcription  at  Oxford,  in  the  yeu-  1731,  under  du! 
name  of  J.  HuHiands. 

He  had  bat  little  reliHi  for  fnat^ematical  learn- 
ing, and  was  content  with  fuch  a  degree  of  know- 
ledge in  phyflcs,  &s  he  could  not  but  acquire  m  the 
ordinary  exerdles  (^  the  place:  his  fortunes  and 
circumftances'  had  determined  him  to  no  particular 
courfe  of  ftudy,  and  were  fuch  as  Teemed  to  exclude 
him  from  every  one  of  the  learned  profelfions.  He, 
more  than  once,  figniHed  to  a  friend  who  had  been 
educated  at  Ac  fame  fchool  with  him>  then  at  Chrift- 
church,  and  intended  for  the  bar,  aa  inclination  to 
the  praftice  of  the  civil  61  the  common  law ;  the  for- 
mer of  thefe  required  a  long  courfe  of  academical  infti- 
tution,  and  how  to  fucceed  in  the  latter,  he  had  not 
fcarncdj*  but  his  father's  inability  to  fupport  him 
checked 

lla*i  day,  Mr.  ?op«  hamg  read  it,  In  a  IttteY  to  Ncwbery  the  pub- 
fiflier  ^  it  ictnnied  liis  tiatAu  to  tfar  autlioi',  wkb  an  aflimuics,  tlial 
it  excMded  fail  own  otignal.  Tlib  fUt  Newbet;  buaTelf  told  me* 
and  offered  to  Ihewne  the  UtteriaMr.  Vope't  iuuA-wraing. 

*  In  the  two  pro&fltons  of  tho  dvil  and  coioraon  Iwnr,  a  nitable 
^iftfencc  u  dilcernible  :  the  former  adtnks  liich  only  as  bave  had 
flu  previoo*  qualificatian  of  an  nmverfity  edncation  f  the  buter  re- 
cdmi  all  «4u)fe  broken  fbitime&  drivo,-  or  a  coBfideacc  in  their 
abilitiai  tempts  to  ftek-  a'  muatenancc  in  k.  Men  of  low  ex- 
tiaCtioD.  domeMc  fcrvanu,  and  cleilu  to  cfluaent  la^cn,  hivo 
Become  fpedal  pleaders  and  advocates ;  and,  by  an  unrefiruned 
ibnfeof  the  libertyoffpeeCh,  have  acquired  popularity  and  wealth. 
A  remarkable  inSance  of  this  kind  oemrs  in  the  account  of  a  iamous 
lawyer  of  the  lait  centuryj  lord  chief  julUce  Saunders,  as  exhibited 
in  the  life  of  the  lord  keeper  GuiUbrd,  Page  223. 

*'  Hewatfirftno  betterthisapoor  beggar  boy,- ifMtaparilh 
*  fiamdling,  vrithotu  louxra  paccat*  or  rA«isM,    Ho  had  faaoA 
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checked  thefe  wUha>  and  tdt  him  to  ietk  the  means 
of  a  future  fubfiftencc  If  nature  could  be  £ud  to  hare 
pointtd  out  a  profeffion  for  him,  that  oftbe  bstr  tttaa 
to  have  been  it :  in  that  facidt^,  his  acuteneft  and  pe« 
netration,  and  above  all,  hit  nervous  and  manly  elocu* 
ooD}  could  {carccly  have  fiukd  to  diftinginni  him,  aad 
to  have  ruled  hitn  to  the  higheft  honours  of  that  lucnt' 
-  tive  pnrfeflion ;  but,  whatever  nature  m^ht  hx9c  in- 
tended for  him,  fortune  feems  to  have  been  the  arbiter 
of  his  deftiny,  and  by  fhutting  up  the  avenues  to  weahh 
and  civil  honours,  to  have  left  him  to  difglay  his  talent* 
in  the  ieveral  characters  of  a  mwalift,  a  plulofopfaer, 
and  a  poet. 

The  tinK  of  his  continuance  at  Oxford  is  divi&ble 
into  two  periods,  die  former  whereof  commenced  on  the 
^iflday  c^Odober,  1738,  anddctdtTunedinDeccm- 
■-  X  my  te  Hn  hy  obleipdoaGicfs,  {in  CUmtn^t-lKm, » I  roDeinbcr,) 

*  and  cwrtu^  the  attomin  derlu  far  puajw.     Tlic  cxtnoniiniTy 

*  oUcivaiice  aoddiligotce  of  the  boy,  nude  tbe  fodety  willing  to 
'  doluBi  good.  He  appeared  very  ambitioiu  to  learn  to  write; 
'  and  one  of  tbe  anomeg  got  a  board  kisxked  np  at  «  window  on 

*  tbe  top  of  a  flaitafc,  »nd  that  wa>  lu«  defc,  wtLOK  he  At  and 

*  wjocp  after  txypia  o/cMrt  and  otker  Itfndi  the  clerlu  gsve  Jdm. 
■  He  nude  binlclf /b  e^^icit  a  wmer,  thtt  he  took  in  bufine&,  and 
'  earned  Ibme  pence  by  hackiiey -writing.     And  thus,  by  degrcec, 

*  he  pofhed  hit  facolties,  and  fell  to  fbnns ;  and,  by  bo(^  that 

*  were  lent  him,  becaifte  an  exqmfiie  eHcering-clnk ;  and,  by  dw 
'  laoK  caur&  of  iflipmrcincni  of  hiaafcl^  an  able  couafel,  firft  ia 
'  fpecial  Reading,  then  M  large.  And,  after  he  wai  called  to  tbe 
'  bar,  had  piaftice  in  the  Kini't  Btaik  court  equal  with  any 

*  there.* 

He  fucceeded  Pemberton  In  tbe  office  of  chief  joftiee  of  Ae 
king'*-  bench,  and  JUed  of  an  apoplexy  aed  pally  a  fltort  time 
•  hefbre  die  revolmiai.    A  carioDi  ddiaeaiion  of  hi*  pKlbn  and 
^unftcrsiaybefeea  is  the  vtdnme  ilwvt  cited. 

a  bcr. 
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fcer>  1729,  when,  as  appears  by  a  note  in  his  diaiy  la 
theft  ivords,  *  1749  Dec.  S.  J.  Oxonio rediit,'  he  left 
tiiat  place,  the  reafon  Whereof,  was  a  failure  of  pecuniary  - 
liipf^es  from  Hs  father;  but  meeting  with  another 
iburcc,  the  bounty,  as  it  is  fuppofcd,  of  fome  one  or 
more  of  the  members  of  the  cathedral,  he  returned,  and 
made  up  the  whole  of  his  rcfidence  in  the  univerfity, 
about  three  years,  during  all  which  time  his  academical 
ftudies,  thou^  not  orderly,  were  to  an  aftoniflung  de- 
gree intenfe.  Whoever  has  perufed  Mr.  Spence's  life 
of  Antonio  Magliabechi,  may  difcem  a  near  refemblance 
in.their  manner  of  reading,  between  that  perfon  and 
Jphnfon :  the  former,  fays  his  author,  '  feems  never  to 

•  have  applied  himfelf  to  any  particular  ftudy.  A  paf- 
^  fion  for  reading  was  his  ruling  patEon,  and  a  prodi-' 
'  gious  memory  hi*  great  talent :  he  read  every  book 

•  almoft  indifferently,  as  they  happened  to  come  into 
<  his  hands :  he  read  them  with  a  furprifmg  quick- 

•  nefs,  and  yet  retained,  not  only  the  fenfe  of  what  he 

•  read,  but,  often,  all  the  words  and  the  very  manner 

•  of  Jpelling  them,  if  there  was  any  thing  peculiar  oC 

•  that  kind  in  any  author/ 

A  like  propenfity  to  reading,  and  an  equal  celerity 
ia  the  praftice  thereof,  were  obfervablc  in  Johnfon  :  it 
was  wonderful  to  fee,  when  he  took  up  a  book,  with 
what  eagernefs  he  perufefj,  and  with  what  hafte  his  eye, 
for  it  has  been  related,  that  he  had  the  ufe  of  only- 
one,  travelled  over  it :  he  has  been  known  to  read  a 
volume,  and  that  not  a  fmall  one,  at  a  fitting  j  nor" 
was  he  inferior  in  the  power  of  memory  to  him  with 
whom  he  is  compared  :  whatever  he  read,  became  his 
own  for  ever,  with  all  the  advant^es  that  a  penetra- 
ting judgment  and  deep  reflexion  could  add  to  it.    I 

have 
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have  beard  him  repeat,  with  fcarce  a  miftakc  of  a  word, 
piffiigesframfxvountt  audrars,  of  three  or  four  odavo 
pages  in  lengdi.  One  inftance  of  the  greatnefs  of 
htB  Ktendre  faculty  lumfclf  has  thou^  fie  to  give, 
in  his  llfe<if  the  Em-1  of  Rochcfter,  where  may  be  fecii 
a  Latin  poem  upon  Nodung,  written  by  Pafierat; 
ibr  the  Hvferdon  whereof  he  had^  as  it  is  faid,  no  other 
aid  than  his  own  recoUcAion.  How  far  he  approved 
fhat  method  of  reading,  which  he  is  ^x>ve  faid  to  have 
purfued,  and  what  value  he  firt  on  the  powers  of  me- 
mory, magr  be  infcned  from  his  chara£ter  of  the  former 
of  thofe  per^s  in  his  lives  of  the  poets,  of  whom  he 
thus  fpeaks: 

*  He  was  remarkaUe  for  the  power  of  teading 

*  with  great  rapidity,  and  of  retaining  with  great 

*  fidelity  what  he  fo  ealily  collected.  He,  therefore, 
'  always  knew  what  die  prefent  queftion  required ; 
*and  when  his  friends  exprefled  their  wonder  at  his 
'  acquifitions,  made  in  a  ftate  of  apparent  n^ligence 

*  and  dninkennefs,  he  never  difcovered  his  hours  of 

*  reading  or  method  of  ftudy,  but  involved  himfelf  in 

*  affefted  CtVcnce,  and  fed  his  own  vanity  with  their 
'  adnuration  and  conjeAures.' 

It  is  little  lefs  than  certain,  that  his  own  indigence, 
and  the  inability  of  his  father  to  help  him,  called 
Johnlbn  from  die  untveriity  fooner  than  he  meant  to 
quit  it :  his  father,  either  during  his  continuance  there, 
or  poOibly  before,  had  been  by  misfortunes  rendered 
infolvent,  if  not,  as  Johnfon  told  me,  an  actual  bank- 
rupt. The  non-attanment  of  a  degree,  which  after 
a  certain  ftanding  is  conferred  ahnoft  of  courfe,  he 
wgrettcd  not:  it  is  true,  he  foon  felt  the  want  of 
€>ncj  but  ample  anrondswere  afterwMds  madp'him,by 
-   Vol.  I,  C  the 
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the  voluntaiy  grant  of  die  higheft  academical  honours 
thac  two  of  the  moll  learned  feminaries  in  Eiuopc 
could  beftow. 

The  advantages  he  derived  from  an  univerfity  edu- 
cation, fmall  as  they  may  hitherto  feem>  went  a  great 
way  towards  fixing,  as  well  his  moral  as  his  literary 
charader:  the  order  and  difcipline  of  a  college  life, 
the  reading  the  beft  authors,  the  attendance  on  public 
cxercifes,  the  early  calls  to  prayer,  the  frequent  in- 
ibufUons  from  the  pulpit,  with  all  the  oth^  means  of 
religious  and  moral  improvement,  had  their  proper 
cfFetft  i  and  though  they  left  his  natural  temper  much 
as  they  found  it,  they  begat  in  his  mind  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  piety  which  were  the  rule  of  his  conduft 
throughout  his  future  life,  and  made  fo  confpicuous  a 
part  of  his  charafter. 

He  could  not,  at  this  early  period  of  his  life,  diveft 
himfelf  of  an  opinion,  that  poverty  was  difgracefijl ; 
and  was  very  fevere  in  his  cenfures  of  that  ceconomy 
in  both  our  univerfities,  which  cxafted  at  meals  the 
attendance  of  poor  fcholars,  under  the  feveral  denomi- 
nations of  fervitors  in  the  one,  and  fizers  in  the  other: 
he  thought  that  the  fcholar's,  like  the  chriftian  life, 
levelled  all  diftinftions  of  rank  and  worldly  pre-emi- 
nence J  but  in  this  he  was  miftaken :  civil  policy  had, 
long  before  his  coming  into  the  world,  reduced  the 
feveral  clafles  of  men  to  a  regular  fubordinatlon,  and 
given  fervitude  its  fanftion.  The^  feudal  fyiten  of 
govwnment  throughout  Europe  had  fo  arranged  the 
feveral  orders  of  fubjefts,  that  the  lower  were  uni- 
formly dependent  on  the  higher ;  and  in  the  hillory 
of  the  peerage  of  our  own  country,  we  find  the  retinues 
«f  the  higher  nobility  made  up  of  .the  foos  and  daug^- 
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tersofthofe  of  the  lower:  Wolfey  had  in  his  tran,  earls, 
barons,  and  knights ;  and  the  founder  of  the  prefcnt 
Cavendifti  family  was  his  gentleman-ulher,  at  a  laiary 
of  ten  pounds  a  year:  and,  to  juftify  the  praftice  of 
perfonai  fervitude  at  meals,  we  have  an  example  of  a 
child  waiting  on  his  parents  while  at  dinner,  in  the 
Pietas  Pucrilis,  among  the  colloquies  of  Erafmus  *, 

Upon  his  leaving  the  univerfity,  he  went  home  to 
the  houfe  of  his  father,  which  he  found  fo  nearly  fitled 
with  relations,  that  is  to  fay,  the  maiden  fifters  of  his 
mother  and  uncle  Cornelius  Ford,  whom  his  father,  on 
the  deceafe  of  their  brother  in  the  fiimmerof  1731,  had 
taken  in  to  board,  that  it  would  fcarce  receive  him. 

He  brought  with  him  a  deep  fenfe  of  religion,  a  due 
reverence  for  the  national  church,  and  a  refpeft  for  its 
minifters  j  and  thefe  he  retained,  though  he  had  been 
a  witnefs  to  the  profligacy  of  his  uncle  Ford,  which  was 
nearly  enough  to  have  effaced  atl  fuch  impreffions  from 
a  young  mind.  Having  not  then  fecn,  as  we  now  do, 
eccleiiafticai  benefices  advcrtifed  for  fale,  and  confi- 
dcred  by  the  purchafers  as  lay -fees ;  nor  beheld  many  of 
the  beneficed  clergy  abandoning  the  duties  of  the  cle- 
rical funftion  to  the  loweft  of  their  order,  themfrlves 
becoming  gentlemen  at  large,  mixing  in  all  public 
recreations  and  amufements  -f,  neglecting  their  ftudies 

•  Adonuta  parentibus  menfa,  rccito  cenfecrationcm :  drinil« 
prandentibps  minillro,  donee  juUeor  «  ipfa^prandhicn  fusuxe. 

t  While  this  is  the  cafe,  there  can  be  very  tittle  hope  of  mending 
tlie  fitnation  of  tlie  inferior  clergy.  An  inereafe  of  income  would 
raife  them  to  a  condition  of  employing  fubftitutes  whom  mere  ne- 
ccffity  woald  compel  to  the  perfbrmaace  of  their  doty,  and  thefe 
would  have  the  fame  reafon  to  complain  at  thofe  who  at  prefent  an 
the  obje^  of  our  compaffion.  In  a  word,  were  the  gradations  of 
the  ciergy  to  be  multiplied,  the  moft  cITeRtial  offices  of  fheir  fuofUon 
ivoQid  continne,  ai  they  now  ate,  to  be  the  emplo^neat  of  the  lowcA 
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for  cardSj  preaching  the  fermons  of  others,  and  aP- 
fefting,  in  many  particulars  of  their  drefs,  the  garb 
of  the  laity,  in  difobedicnce  to  the  canon  which  en- 
joins decency  of  apparel  to  miniftcrs  * :  I  fay,  not 
having  been  a  witncfs  to  thefe  late  refinements  in 
manners,  he,  notwithftanding  the  ferocity  of  his 
temper,  reverenced  die  clergy  as  a  body  of  men, 
who  have  been  the  greateft  improvers  of  learning, 
and  to  whom  mankind  have  the  higheft  obligations  j 
but  lamented  that  the  race  was  nearly  extinit. 

As  Johnfon's  ftay  at  the  univcrfity  was  not  long 
enough  for  him  to  complete  his  ftudies,  it  is  natural 
to  fuppofe,  that  at  his  return  to  LJchfield,  he  devoted 
his  time  to  the  improvement  of  them,  and  that  having 
no  call  from  thence,  be  continued  there  till  the  death 
of  his  father,  which,  as  he  has  noted  it,  was  in  the 
month  of  December,  1731. 

Being  thus  bereft  of  the  little  fupport  his  father  was 
able  to  afford  him,  and  having,  not  only  a  profeflion, 
but  the  means  of  fubfiftence  to  feek,  he,  in  the  month 
of  March  1732,  accepted  of  an  invitation  to  the  office 
of  under-mafter  or  ulher  of  a  free  grammar- fchool, 
at  Markct-Bofworth  in  Leicefterfhire,  founded  and 
endowed  by  Sir  Wolftan  Dixie,  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don in  1586,  the  upper  mafter  whereof  was  the  reve- 
rend Anthony  Blackwall,  the  audior  of  a  well-known 
book  on  the  facred  claflics.  The  patron  of  this  femi- 
nary  was  Sir  Wolftan  Dixie,  baronet,  a  defcendant  of 
the  original  founder;  and  the  endowment  being  very 
fmall,  Johnfon's  refidence  was  in  the  manfion-houfc  of 
Sir  Wolftan  adjacent  thereto ;  but  the  treatment  he 
received  from  this  perfon,  who,  in  the  jM-ide  of  wealth, 
fticwed  no  regard  for  learning  or  parts,  nor  refpefte4 

•  The  74th,  of  1603. 

any 
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mvf  man  fix-  his  mental  endowmena,  was  fuch  that, 
prefaring  die  chance  of  the  wide  world  to  hit  patro- 
nage, Johnfon,  in  the  nxmth  of  July,  in  the  lime  year 
in  whkh  he  weit  ta  Bofworth,  refigned  his  otRcc,  and 
took  leare  of  a  place,  which  he  could  never  after  fpeak 
<^  but  in  tiemis  q£  Ac  utmoft  diflike,  and  even  of  ab- 
hmrence. 

By  die  middle  of  June,  in  the  year  173s,  he  was 
able  to  dtioMte  chatflcndcrptttaoce  whidi  devolved  to 
him  upon  the  deceafe  of  his  fatheri  the  amount  whereof 
I  find  a&crtuned  by  a  memonndum  in  his  diary,  which, 
as  it  is  defcriptiTe  of  his  circumftances  at  dx  time,  I 
beie  tnuflate,  and  at  die  bottom  of  the  page  have  in- 
fated  vcrbadm. 

1732,  June  1 5, 1  laid  by  eleven  guineas ;  on  which 
day  I  received  all  a£  my  father's  effeds  i^ich  I  can 
h(^  for  till  dK  death  of  my  mother,  (which  I  pray 
may  be  late),  chat  is  to  lay,  twenty  pounds ;  Co  that  I 
have  my  fiHtuae  to  make,  and  care  muft  be  uken, 
that  in  the  mean  time,  the  powers  of  my  mind  may 
not  grow  languid  dirough  poverty,  nor  want  drive  me 
into  wickednefs  * . 

In  the  month  of  June  in  the  following  year,  1733, 
I  find  him  rcfident  in  the  houie  of  a  peribn  named 
Jarvis,  at  Birminf^iam,  where,  as  he  has  noted  in  his 
diary,  he  rendered  inn>  Eng^iAi  from  the  French,  a 
vt^age  to  Abyflinia,  which  has  fince  appeared  to  be 
that  of  Padre  Jerome  Li>bo,  a  Portugucfc  Jcfuit,with 

*  '  I??'*  JuDu  15,  Undecim  lureos  depofui,  quo  dicqnicqidd 
<  ante  muris  fiinus,  (quod  fenim  fit  precor),  de  puernii  bonis 
'  fpcrare  licet,  vigimi  Ictlicct  Itbru,  ucept.  Ufqiie  adeo  mihi  mea 
'  fortnui  fingeoda  eft  imereat  ne  piupertmte  vires  anina  lutguef- 
'  cantt  ne  iu  flagiuA  egcftat  adigat,  cavcndiim. 

C  3  tht 
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the  additions  of  Monf.  I'Abbc  Lc  Gr^nd,  very 
curious  and  entertaining,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
charafter : 

It  contains  a  narration  (^the  endeavours  of  a  com- 
pany of  mifficnaries  of  the  author's  country  to  unite 
the  Abyfljns  W  the  church  of  Rome.  Itwas  tranfla- 
tcd  from  the  original  Portuguefe  into  French  by  I'Abbc 
Le  Grand,  who,  as  Lobo  had  extended  it  no  farther  than 
his  own  concern  in  the  million,  continued  it  down  to 
the  lime  when  the  Jefuits  were  finally  driven  out  oF 
jEthiopia,  with  the  addition  of  fifteen  dlflertations  on 
fubjcftsrelaungto  the  hiftory,  antiquities,  government, 
religion,  manners,  and  natural  hiftory  of  Abyfiinia>  and 
other  countries  mentioned  by  the  original  author. 

The  preface)  which  bears  ftrongcr  marks  of  John- 
fon's  hand  than  any  part  of  the  work,  is  calculated  to 
attratft  attention  and  credit:  it  commends  the  unaffed- 
ed  tiinplicity  of  the  original  nari^itive,  and  the  learn- 
ing of  M.  Le  Grand  j  it  acknowledges  the  omiflions 
and  deviations  which  the  tranllator  thought  it  prudent 
to  make,  and  it  apologizes  for  any  defcfls  that  may 
be  difcovcred.  Johnfon's  difquifitive  propenfity  juft 
dawns  in  an  bblcrvation  on  the  erroneous  method  of 
the  Roman  church,  in  making  converts  j  but  there  is 
nothing  ftriking  in  the  compofition. 

Were  we  to  reft  our  judgment  on  internal  evidence, 
Johnfon's  claim  to  the  tide  of  tranilator  of  this  work 
would  be  difputabk  i  it  has  fcarce  a  feature  refembling 
him  :  the  language  is  as  fimple  and  unornamenred  as 
John  Bunyan's  j  the  ftyle  is  far  from  elegant,  and 
fometimes  it  is  not  even  corretH:.  Thefc  circumflan- 
ces,  together  with  frequent  miftakes  and  various 
orihograpliy,  would  almoft  ftagger  our  belief,  but 
-  i\  that 
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Aat  wc  have  the  authority  of  Johnfon  himfetf  to  rely 
on,  vAm  often  acknowledged  it  for  his  own. 

As  diis  voyage  to  Abyflinia,  notwithftanding  Ae 
country  and  mannen  it  defcribcs  are  wonderful  and 
inttrcfting,  has  not  been  fo  much  noticed  as  Johnfixi's 
lateF  and  (uiginal  produ^ons,  it  may  not  be  thought 
impertinent  togive  the  outline  of  the  relation. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  fcventeenth  century, 
die  then  reigning  emperor  of  AbyflJnia,  for  confidera- 
tions  that  favoured  more  of  good  policy  than  of  religi- 
on, became  a  convert  to  the  church  (rf*  Ronne :  many  of 
his  fubje£b  had  followed  his  example  i  and  the  mifli- 
onarics  already  in  the  country  were  in  want  of  co-ad- 
jutors  to  extend  their  pFogrcfs.  Padre  Jerome  Lobo, 
who  was  then  employed  in  the  Eaft-Indian  miflion  at 
Goa,  was  one  deputed  to  this  enterprifc,  which,  at 
length,|»oved  too  much  for  Romilh  z«d  and  Jefuidcal 
dexterity. 

With  much  difficulty  he  and  his  companions  reach- 
ed and  got  footing  in  the  empire,  where  they  had  to 
endure  a  cUmate  rendered-by  exceinve  heats  and  runs 
peftiferous,  and  to  engage  in  perilous  joumies  acrols 
defarts  infefted  by  banditti,  in  perpetual  fear  of  them 
and  of  wildbeafts,  the  tokens  of  whofe  depredations 
maiked  their  way.  When  they  arrived  at  the  habita- 
tions of  the  people,  their  dangers  were  changed,  but 
not  diminilbed}  fomedmes  they  could  not  obtain 
provifions,  and  at  others,  were  confined  to  their  houfes 
by  the  dread  of  aflaffination.  Thofe  who  were  to  be 
their  (Ufciples,  f»i>fe(red,  it  is  true,  a  fuperftirious 
religion,  in  fome  parts  Judaical,  in  many  others  re- 
femblingthat  of  the  church  of  Rome )  but  it  had  had 
Iktle  efieft  on  their  minds :  moral  virtuet  they  had 
C  4  fcarcely 
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fcarcclyany;  in  fecial  aiftftions  they  were  miferaWy 
deficient,  ami  their  approaches  to  civilization  and'  ele- 
gance were  on  a  level  with  thole  (^  their  fimthcm 
neighbours  at  the  C^  of  Good  Hope. 

But  labour  and  patience  produced  iJi  time,  a  hope 
that  the  miffion  would  not  be  fruidcfs  :  the  number  of 
their  profclytes  was,  at  one  period,  fo  great,  that  the 
corporal  ftrength  of  the  fathers  was  exhaufted  in 
the  exhortations  previous  K>  baptifm.    '  We  erefted 

*  our  tent,'  fays  Lobo,  *  and  placed  oar  altar  under 

*  fome  great  trees,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fiiadc  i  and 
'  every  day  before  fun-riGng,  my  compaBJon  and  I 

*  began  to  catechife  and  infliuft  thefe  newcatholics, 
'  and   ufcd  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  make  them 

*  abjure  their  errors.    When  we  were  weary  with  " 

*  fpeaking,  we  ^aced  in  ranks  thole  who  were  luffi- 

*  ciently  inftrufted,  and  paffing  through  them  with 

*  great  veflels  of  water,  baptized  them  according  to 

*  the  form  prefcribcd  by  the  church.    As  their  num- 

*  her  was  very  great,  we   cn<d  aiotid— tbcfe  of /kit 

*  rank  are  named  Anthony — tbefe  of  that  rank  Peter  ;— 

*  and  did  the  fansc  among  the  women,  whom  we  fe- 

*  parated  from  among  the  men.     We  dien  confefled 

*  theni,  and  admitted  them  to  the  communion.    After 

*  mafs  we  applied  ourTeh^es  ^ain  to  catechife.  to  in- 
'  ftruft,  and  receive  the  renunciation  of  their  errors, 

*  fcarce  allowing  ourfelves  time  to  make  a  fcanty  meal, 

*  which  we  never  did  more  than  once  a  day.' 

Zeal  equal  to  this,  and  riCng  in  propMtion  tothe 
oppofition  it  met  with,  did  thefe  pious  fathers  exercife 
during  nine  years  that  they  remaned  in  Abyflinia. 
Their  fuccefs  was  various  and  fiinShiating-i  fometimes 
it  gave  them  ground  to  hope  that  all  would  be  con-' 

verted, 
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vcjtcd,  and  ibmedmcs  their  patnms  and  profdytes 
became  their  moft  inveterate  pcrfecumrs :  their  hard- 
ftips  were  increafed  by  civil  commotions,  and  all  their 
expeftadons  were  clouded  by  the  death  of  the  Empe- 
ror, whofe  fncccflbr  was  a  bigot  in  the  idigioa  of  die 
country.  They  then  put  themfelves  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  a  prince,  who  had  eipancipatcd  himfeif  from 
the  power  of  Abyflinia,  and  thoagfar^  that  as  he  had 
a&rded  them  fuccour,  they  flKxild  be  fiife  in  his  domi- 
nions J  but  ihey  were  foon  convinced  rf  thrir  error,  by 
receiving  orders  to  prepare  to  ferre,  or  in  other 
wpids  become  flaves  to  the  Turks': — *  a  mefl^e,* 
(ajs  Lobo,  '  which  611ed  us  with  fiurprife }  it  having 

*  never  been  known  that  one  of  thefe  lords  had 
'  ever  abandoned  any  whom  he  had  taken  under  his 
'  prote^on ;  and  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  the 

*  higheft  points  of  honour  amongft  them,  to  rifque 
'  their  lives  and  their  fortunes  in  the  defence  of  their 

*  dependents  who  have  implrared  their  proteftion: 

*  but  neither  law  nor  juftice  were  of  any  advantage 
'  to  us,  and  the  cultoms  of  the  country  were  doomed 

*  to  be  broken  when  they  would  have  contributed  to 

*  our  fecurity.' 

From  M.  Le  Grand's  infomiadon  it  appears,  diat 
the  conduct  of  thefe  miflionaries  in  AbylHnia  had  been 
fuch  as  tended  rather  to  cxafperate  than  conciliate : 
they  confidered  tfaemfctves,  net  only  figuratively,  as 
the  generals  of  Chrift's  church  militant,  and  propa- 
gated Arir  feirfi  by  meafures  that  rendered  them  and 
their  doftrine  m^us.  The  peace  of  the  country  and' 
their  rcfidence  in  it  were  become  incompatible:  they 
were  accordingly  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Turks  i  and  experienced,  from  a  litdc  troop  fcnt  to 
convoy  them,  greater  humanity  dian  the  AbyOins  had 

flicwn    , 
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fliewn  them :  at  Suaquem,  an  ifland  in  the  Red  Sea, 

tctms  of  ranfom  were  propofcd'tt)  them,  whidi, 

though  exorbitant,  they  were  forced  to  accept  j  and, 

after  furmouncing  manyobftacles  and  perils,  chat  part 

of  the  miffion  with  which  Lobo  was  engaged,  returned 

toGoa. 

The  revenge,  which  it  was  reported  in  Abyffinia, 
the  court  of  Portugal  meditated,  rendered  a  people 
naturally  inhuman,  ferocious  :  the  remaining  miffion- 
anes  experienced  ftill  harder  fate  than  Lobo  and  his 
companions  s  many  were  put  to  death,  and  the  whole 
fraternity  fo  cwnpletely  extirpated,  that,  after  many 
effbns,  all  attempts  to  make  a  catholic  people  of  the 
AbyOins  were  abandoned,  as  chimerical  and  im- 
practicable. 

The  diiTertations  at  the  end  of  this  work,  and 
which  Johnfon  feems  to  eftimate  highly,  contain  va- 
riety of  information  and  controvcrfial  learning,  par- 
ticularly refpefting  the  difference  between  the  church 
that  fent  the  miflion,  and  that  which  rect^ived  it,  and 
point  out  very  clearly  the  inutility  of  endeavours 
founded  on  the  principles  of  the  Jefuits. 

Having  completed  this  tranllation,  which  I  con- 
jefturehewas  paid  for  byfome  bookfellerofBimiing- 
ham,  who  publilhed  it  in  an  oftavo  vohime,  Johnfon, 
in  February  1733-4,  left  that  place,  and  returned  to 
Lichfield,  from  whence,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  fol- 
lowing, he  ilTued  a,propofal,  foliciting  a  fubfcription 
to  an  edition  of  Politian's  Poems  *,  with  this  tide, 
*  Angeli  Folitiani  Foemata  Latina,  quibus  notas,  cum 

*  The  piopofal  notifies,  that  fubfcripdom  would  be  taken  in 
fy  N.  [Nathanael]  Johnfon,  who  had  fuccceded  to  his  father's 
bafincfs, 

•  Hiftoria. 
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*  Hiftoria  Ladnac  Poefeos  a  Fetrarclue  xvo  ad  Fdi- 
'  tiam  tcmpora  deduAa,  et  Vita  Politiani  fufius  quam 
'  antehac  enarrata,  addidit  Sam.  Johofbn.'  The  book 
was  to  be  contiuned  and  printed  in  thirty  oAavo  fheetla 
and  delivered  at  the  price  of  Bve  QiiUings ;  but  jioc 
meeting  with  fuJEcient  encouragement,  Johnfoa  dn^ 
ped  the  dcfign. 

From  the  above  pardculars  it  evidendy  a[^any 
that  he  had  entertained  a  rcfolubon  to  depend  for  a 
livelihood  upon  what  he  fliould  be  ab)e>  either  in  the 
way  of  original  compofition,  ortranQatjfHiiOr  in  edit- 
ing the  works  of  celebrated  authors,  to  procure  by 
his  ftudies,  and>  in  Ihort,  to  beccHne  aa  authw  l^ 
pFofeiTion ;  an  occupation,  which,  though  it  may,  in 
ibme  views  of  it,  be  deemed  mercenary,  as  adapting 
itfelf  to  particular  occalions  and  conjun^res,  nay,  ta 
the  interelh,  paflions  and  pr^udices,  and  even  hu- 
mours of  mankind,  has  yet  fome  illuftrious  examples, 
at  Icaftin  ourtimes,tojuftify  it.  It  is  true,  that  many 
perfons  diftinguifli  between  thofe  writings  which  are 
die  cSeGt  of  a  natural  Impulfe  of  genius,  and  Aofe 
other  that  owe  their  exiftence  to  intcrcfted  motives, 
and,  being  the  offspring  of  another  parent,  may,  in 
Ibme  fenfe,  be  faid  to  be  illegitimate ;  but,  Johnfon 
knew  of  no  llich  diftinftion,  and  would  never  acqui- 
._  efce  in  it  when  made  by  others :  on  the  contrary,  I 
have,  more  than  once,  heard  him  affert,  that  he  knew 
of  no  genuine  motive  for  writing,  other  than  ne- 
ceflity. 

In  the  profccution  of  this  his  design,  he,  in  the 

year,  1734,  made  a  tender  of  afliftance  to  Cave,  the 

editor,  printer,   and  publifticr  of  the   Gendeman'a 

Magazine;  a  man  of  whom  I  Ihall  hereafter  have 

3  frequent 
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fiaqueiit  occaflon  to  fpeak.    The  tetter  of  Johnfon 
_  IB  CaflKj  on  this  occaflon,  is  yet  extarif,  and  is^  here 
gi.vcn  asa  literaiy  curiority  : 

'  Sr«,  Nov.  25,  i73<).. 

•  As  you  appear  no-  lefs  fenCble  than  your  readers, 

•  ofthedefeftofyoui:  poetical  article,  you  will  not  be 

•  difpleafed,  iF,  in  order  to  the  improvement  of  it,  I 
'  communicate  to  you  thefentJmentsofa  pcrfon,whQ 

•  wiil  undertake,  on  reafonable  terms,  fometimes  to 
*"  fill'a  colbmn. 

*  FTis  opinion'  is,  that  the  public  would  not  give  you 

•  a  bad  reception,  if,  befide  the  current  wit  of  the 
*■  month,  which  a  critical  examination  would  generally 

•  reduce  to  a  narrow  compafs,  you  admitted,  not 
•■  only  poems,  infcripdons,  &c.  never   printed  be- 

•  fore,  which    he  will  fometimes  fupply  you  with, 

•  but  likewife  Ihort  literary  differtations  in  Latin  or 

•  Englifli,  critical  remarks  on  authors  ancient  or  mo- 

•  dern,  forgotten  poems  thatdeferve  revival,  or  loofc 

•  pieces,  like  Floyer's,  worth  preferving.     By  this 

•  method,  your  Literary  Article,  for  fo  it  might  be 

•  Galled,  will,  he  thinks,  be  better  recommended  to 

•  the  public,  than  by  low  jefts,  aukward  bufEwnery, 

•  or  the  dull  fcurrilities  of  either  party. 

*  If  fuch  a  corrcfpondence  will  be  agreeable  to  you, 

•  be  pleafcd  to  inform  me,  in  two  pofts,  what  the  con- 
«  dltions  are  on  which  you  ftiallexpefl  it.  Your  late 
*.  ofier*  gives  me  no  reafon  to  diftruft  your  gcnerofity. 
'  If  you  engage  in  any  literary  projefts  belides  this 

•  A  prize  of  fifty  joands  fijr  Uw  beft  poem  '  on  Life,  Death, 
Todgmeai,  Heaven  and  H«ll.' 

■  ^  .  .    Papw. 
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«  p^)er>  I  have  other  deligns  to  impart,  if  I  could  be 

*  fecure  (torn  having  others   reap  the  advantage  of 

*  what  I  fhould  hint. 

*  Your  letter,  by  being  direAed  to  S.  Smith,  to  be 

*  kft  at  die  Caftle  in  Binningham,  Warwickihire,  will 

*  reach 

*  Tour  humble  iervant.'  * 

To  this  letter  Cave  ECtunted  an  anfwer,  dated  id 
ISecember  foUowiog^  wherein  he  acc^jted  the  fervice* 
of  Johnibn,  and  retwned  him  as  a  correfpondent  and 
a  contributor  to  his  Magazine.  ■ 

This  cone^ndence  exhibits  a  view  of  the  Gentle- 
manls  Magazine  in  its  rudiments,  and  may  excite  a 
cutiofity  in  the  patrons  thereof,  to  trace  back  to  its 
origin  the  publicaiion  of  a  mifcellany,  the  fame  where- 
of Jias  extended  jc&lf  to  die  moft  remote  parts  of  die 
literary  world.  Htflories  of  the  learned  men  of  mo- 
dem times,  and  Jhort  abridgments  of  thdr  works^  as 
ai&i  fuch  pieces  as  for  their  brevity  required  fome 
nrehicle  to  convey  them  to  pofterity,  it  has  been  the 
practice  of  fordgn  countries,  in  their  memoirs,  and  of 
univerfldesand  academies,  in  their  adts  and  transitions, 
U>  give.  The  hilloncal  and  memorable  diurnal  events 
of  the  pafling  times,  have  alio  been  recorded  in  ptibli- 
■cations  variously  denominated,  particularly,  in  a  work, 
cnutlcd  the  Political  Sute  of  Great  Bntiun,  begin- 
ning with  the  year  17 11,  and  compiled  by  the  welt 
known  Abd  Beyer.  In  diis  are  cont^ned  debates 
Had  ^>eeches  in  parlianKDt}  3ndalfo,abftradsofpo- 

•  Tliis  letter,  and  Cavc'i  anftwr  to  it,  may  (eire  to  Kfiite  •» 
«i&nioiitnan  anon^^ora  acconnt  of  johnlbn's1iic,t)ut  hews*  to- 
traduced  to  tin  acqawitaace  of  Cave  by  Savage.  * 
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litical  pamphlets  i  but  of  a  vork  that  fhotild  com^ 
prefacnd  intelligence  of  both  thcfe  kinds,  wc  know 
of  no  exemplar  in  this  country,  earlier  than  the  year 
1716,  when  an  eflay  towards  fuch  a  one  was  made 
in  the  publication  of  a  book,  entitled  The  Hiftorical 
Regifter^  containing,  an  impartial  relation  of  all  tranf- 
aftions  foreign  and  domeftic,  by  a'  body  of  men, 
from  whom  few  would  have  expcftedany  thing  of  the 
kind.  In  fliort,  the  editors  of  the  Hiftorical  Regifier, 
were  the  members  of  a  Ibciety,  aObciated  about  the 
year  above-mentioned,  for  the  purpofe  of  infurance 
from  fire,  which,  from  the  badge  affumed  by  them, 
obtained  the  denomination  of  the  Sun-fire-OiBce,  and 
is  ftill  fubftfting  in  a  flourifliing  ftate.  One  of  the 
managing  perfonsin  this  fociety,  was,  if  myihforma- 
tion  mifleads  me  not,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Povey, 
who,  by  the  way,  was  a  great  improver  of  that  ufeful 
projeft,  the  Penny  Poft,*  and  died  within  my  memory. 
Having'  a  fcheming  head,  a  plaulible  tongue,  and  a 
ready  pen,  he  prevailed  on  his  fellow-members  to  un- 
dertake the  above  publication,  foreign  as  it  was  to 
the  nature  of  their  inftitution.  In  Strype's  continuation 
of  Stow's  Survey,  I  find  the  following  article  refpe£t- 
ing  this  fociety :  *  All  perfons  taking  out  policies  for 

*  infurance,  muft  pay  two  fhilllngs  and  fix-pence  per 
'  quarter ;  and,  bcfides  their  infurance,  ihall  have  a 

*  book,  called  the  Hiftorical  Reg^fter»  left  every  quarter 

*  at  their  houfe.' 

The  Hiftorical  Regifter  gave  alfo  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament :  the  firft  volume  contains 

*  The  original  inventor  tliereof  waj  one  Mr.  Dockwn,  2  cid- 
zeit  of  fucb  emmence,  that  he  Itgod  for  the  office  of  Chamberlain, 
againft  Sir  Wm.  Fsztkcrley, 

the 
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the  fpecches  in  both  houfes,  on  the  debate  on  the 
Septennial  Bill ;  but.  To  great  is  the  caution  obfenred 
in  drawing  them  up,  that  none  oi  thofe  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  arc  appropriated,  ochcrwife,  than  by  fuch 
words  as  thefc :  '  A  noble  Duke  Hood  up,  and  faid/ 
*  This  fpcech  was  anfwcred  by  a  Northern  Peer,'  and 
other  fuch  vague  defignations.  In  thofe  in  the  Houfe 
of  Conimons,  the  names  of  the  ipeakers,  Mr.  Shippen* 
Mr.  Hampden,  Sir  Richard  Steele,  and  others  are  gi- 
ven, without  any  artifices  of  concealment. 

This  publication  was  continued  to  tfec  year  1737, 
inclufive,  and  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  fuper- 
fededbythe  Gentleman's  Magazine,  which  was  then 
rifing  very  faft  In  its  reputation. 

From  the  Hilbrical  Regifter  the  hint  was  taken,  of 
a  publication,  entitled  The  Gnib-ftreet  Journal,* 
which,  beftdes  a  brief  account  of  public  occurrences, 
contained  criticilins  and  cenfures  of  dull  and  profane 

*  Mntion  is  ofcei)  made.  In  the  Dunciad  uid  odicr  Btodem 
booki,  of  Grub-ftreet  writers  and  Grub-flreet  publicatioiu,  bat  the 
terms  are  little  nndefftood:  the  ToUowiiig  hiltorical  faA  will  explaia 
tlieni :  Dmiag  the  nfiirpatiDfl,  a  prodigioui  namber  of  feditioiu 
«nd  lifaelloLu  pamphlets  and  papers,  tending  to  exafperate  the  peo- 
ple, and  enzreafe  the  confulion  b  which  the  itatjon  was  involved, 
were  &am  time  to  time  publiihcd.  The  authors  oFthde  were,  for 
the  moft  part,  men  whofe  bdigent  circumftances  conpelled  them 
to  five  in  the  fuburbs  and  moll  obfcure  parti  of  the  town  ;  Grab- 
llreet  then  abounded  with  mean  and  old  liodeii  which  were  let  Mt 
in  lodgings,  at  low  rents,  to  peribn*  of  this  defcripdon,  who6  occu- 
pauon  was  the  publilhing  anonymous  trealbn  and  Auider.  One 
of  the  annual  inhabitants  of  this  ftrect  was  Fox  the  MartyrologiAt 
who,  during  Ms  abode  there,  wrote  his  Afls  and  Moniunenu.  It 
was  alio  rendered  famous  by  having  been  the  dwelling-ptace  of  Mr. 
Henry  Welhy,  agentlepian  of  whom  it  ii  related  in  »  printed  tur* 
lativc  that  luUvedtherf  fcr^  years  without  being  feca  of  fuy. 
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or  immoral  books  and  pamphlets,  as  alfo^  ori^nal 
eSkys  and  letters  to  the  editors.  The  chief  conduftors 
of  it,  were.  Dr.  John  Martyn,  then  a  young  phyfkian, 
afterwards  profcflor  of  botany  in  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  Dr.  Rufiel,  aHb  a  phyfician ;  the  forma-  af- 
iumed  the  name  Bavius,  and  the  latter  Ma;vius.  Its  iirfl: 
publication  was  in  January,  1730,  and  it  meeting  with 
(encouragement.  Cave  prqjeded  an  improvement  there- 
on in  a  pamphlet  of  his  own,  and  in  the  following  year 
gave  to  the  world  the  firft  number  trf"  the  Gentleman's 
Ma^zioe,  with  a  notification  that  the  fame  woujd 
-be  continued  monthly,  incurring  thereby  a  charge  of 
.plagiaiifin,  which,  as  he  is  l^d  to  have  confeiled  it, 
we  may  fuppofe  he  did  not  look  upon  as  criminal  *. 

Johnibn  had  not  by  his  letter,  herein  before  inferted, 
£>  attached  himfelf  to  Cave,  as  not  to  be  at  liberty  to 
-enter  iuco  a  -dofer  engagonent  with  any  other  perfon : 
he,  dierefoce,  in  1736,  made  overtures  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Budworth,  then  matter  of  the  grammar  fchool 
at  Brercwood,  in  Staffbrdlhire,  and  who  had  been 
bred  under  Mr.  Blackwall,  at  Market  Bofworth,  to 
become  his  aSittant;  but  Mr.  Budworth  thought  him- 
felf under  a  neccfCty  of  declining  them,  from  an  ap- 
prehenfion  that  thoie  convulfive  motions  to  which 
Johnfon  through  life  was  fubjeft,  might  render  him 
an  object  of  imitation,  and  poQibly  of  ridicule,  with  his 
pupils. 

It  may  be  remonbered  that  in  a  preceding  page, 
■  Johnibn  is  faid  to  have  refided  for  fome  months,  in 
the  year    1734,    in  the  houfc  of  a   perlbn    named 

*  Uenous  of  tlie  toaecy  of  Grub-ftmt.  Preface,  page  xb< 
ctfr^. 

Jarvu, 
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Jarvls/at  Bimtingham.  To  this  circumftancc,  by  a 
conjeaurc  not  imfvobablf ,  may  be  referred  an  impor- 
tant event  of  his  Ufc.  At  that  time  there  dwelt  at  Bir- 
mingham a  widow,  the  relift  of  Mr.  Porter  a  mercer, 
who  dying,  left  her,  if  not  well  jointured,  fo  provided 
fer,  as  made  a  match  with  her  to  a  man  in  Johnfon's 
Orcumftanccs  delirabic :  report  fays,  Ihe  was  rather 
advanced  in  years ;  it  is  certain  that  flie  had  a  fon  and 
daughter  grown  up ;  the  foimer  was  in  the  laft  war  a 
captain  in  the  navy,  and  his  fifter,  lately  dead,  inherited 
from  him  a  handicxne  fortune,  acquired  in  the  courfe 
of  a  long  fervice.  Of  her  perfonal  charms  little  can  now 
be  remembered:  Johnfon  has  celebrated  them  in  an  in- 
fcripuon  on  her  tomb  at  Bromley ;  but,  confldering  his 
infirmity,  and  admitdng  the  truth  of  a  confeiBon,  iatd 
to  have  been  made  by  him,  that  he  never  faw  '  the 
•  human  face  divine,"  it  may  be  queftioned,  whether 
himfelf  was  ever  an  eye-witnefs  to  them.  The  in- 
fcription  further  declares  her  to  have  been  of  the 
family  of  Jarvis,  and  gives  colour  to  a  fuppofition 
that  (he  was  either  a  fitter  or  other  relation  of  the 
Jarvis  above-mentioned. 

With  this  perfon  he  married,  his  age  being  then 
about  twenty-feveti.  Herfortunc.which  is  conjectured 
to  have  been  about  eight  hundred  pounds,  placed  him 
in  a  ftate  of  affluence,  to  which  before  he  had  been  a 
(tranger.  He  was  not  lb  imprudent  as  to  think  ic 
an  inexhaultable  mine  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  reBeifted 
on  the  means  of  improving  it.  His  acquifitions  at 
fchool  and  at  the  univerfiiy,  and  the  improvement 
he  had  made  of  his  talents  in  the  ftudy  of  the  French 
and  Italian  languages,  qualified  him,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  for  an  inftru^or  of  youth  in  clalBcid  litera- 
VoL.I,  D  turcj 
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tore;  and  the  rqwtation  of  his  farfier,  and  die  o«l* 
neAions  he  had  formed  in  and  about  Lichfieldj 
pcuDKd  out  to  him  a  fair  profpe£t  of  fucceeding  iff 
that  ufeful  profefilon. 

There  dwelt  in  the  above-mentioned  citr,  a  veiy 
rcfpeftable  gentleman,  Mr.  Gilbert  Walmfley,  regifter 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  court  of  the  bUhop  thereof,  to 
vhoie  houie,  in  his  fchool  and  alfb  in  his  univerlity 
vacations,  Johnfbn  was  a  welcome  gueft :  the  fame 
perfon  was  alfo  a  friend  of  captain  Garrick,  who  had 
tor  fome  time  been  refident  at  Lichfield,  and,  by  con* 
fcquence,  of  Mr.  David  Garrick,  his  fon.  His  cha- 
la&er  is  fo  well  pourtrayed  by  Johnfon,  and  reprefents 
in  fuch  lively  colours  his  friendlhip  for  him,  that  it 
would  be  jnjuftice  to  omit  the  infertion  of  it,  as  given 
in  the  life  of  Edmund  Smith*  i — 

*  Of  Gilbert  Walmfley,  thus  prefenfed  to  my  mind, 

•  let  me  indulge  myfelf  in  the  remembrance.  I  knew 
■  him  very  early  i  he  was  one  of  the  firft  friends  that 

•  literature  procured  me ;  and,  I  hope  that,  at  leaft* 

•  my  gratitude  made  me  worthy  of  his  notice. ' 

'  He  was  of  an  advanced  age,  and  I  was  only  noc 

•  a  boy;  yet,  he  never  received  my  notions  with  con- 

•  tempt.     He  was  a  whig,  with  all  the  virulence  and 

•  malevolence  of  his  party;  yet  difference  of  opinion 

•  did  not  keep  us  apart :  I  honoured  him,  and  he  en* 

•  dured  me. 

'  He  had  mingled  with  the  gay  world,  without 

•  exemption  from  its  vices  or  its  follies,  but  had  ne* 

•  ver  neglected  the  cultivation  of  his  mind  j  his  belief 

•  of  revelation  was  unfhaken ;  his  learning  prefcrved 

•  his  principles ;  he  grew  firft  regular,  and  tlu:n 
'  pious. 

'  His 
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'  FKs  ftudtes  had  been  fb  various,  diAt  1  am  not  able 

*  to  name  a  man  of  equal  knowledge.    HU  acqiiain.- 

*  tance  ^th  books  was  great,  and  what  he  did  not 

*  immediatciy  know,  he  could  at  leaft  tdl  iriiere  to 

*  find.     Such  was  lus  amplitude  of  learning,  and  fuch 

*  his  copioufnefs  of  communication,  that  it  may  be 

*  doubted  whether  a  day  now  paOes,  in  which  I  have 

*  not  ibme  advantage  from  his  friendflilpk 

'  At  this  man's  taUe  I  enjoyed  many  chearfijl  and 

*  inftniftire  hours,  with  companions,  fuch  as  are  not 

*  often  found  j  with  wie  who  has  lengthenedt  and  one 
'  who  has  gladdened  life ;  with  Dr.  James,  whofe 
■'*  flull  in  phytic  will  be  kmg  remembered  -,  and  with 

*  David  Garrick,  whom  I  hoped  to  hare  gratified  with 

*  this  character  of  our  common  friend  :  but  what  ai<e 

*  the  hopes  of  man !  I  am  difappointed  by  that  ftroke 

*  of  death,  which  has  eclipfed  the  gaiety  i^  nations, 
'  and  impoTeriihed   the  public  ftock  ^  hartnle& 

*  plcafurc.' 

The  benevolent  pttfon,  fo  gratefully  remwnbered 
in  the  above  encomium,  knowing  die  abilities  of 
Jolmion,  encouraged  him  in  his  defign  of  becoming 
a  teacher  of  literature :  he  fuggefted  to  him  the  taking 
a  large  houfe,  lituate  in  a  place  adjacent  to  Uchfield ; 
which,  however  the  name  of  it  be  fpelt,  the  common 
people  call  Edjal  x  thither  Johnfon  went,  and  with  him 
young  Garnck,  who,  diough  he  had  been  educated  ia 
Lichfield  fchool,  and  was  then  near  eighteen  years  old, 
having  been  diverted  in  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies  by  a 
call  to  Iin>on,  ftood  in  need  of  improvement  in  the 
I.atin  and  French  languages. 

The  placing  Garrick  under  the  tuirion  of  Johnlbn, 

%as  an  aft  of  Mr,  Walmfley's,  and  refcmbles  that 
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politic  device  of  country  houfe-wives,  the  placing  one 
egg  in  the  neft  of  a  hen  to  induce  her  to  laymore :  it 
fucceeded  fo  far,  as  to  draw  from  the  famUies  of  the 
neighbouring  gentry  a  few  pupils,  and  among  the 
reft,  a  fon  of  Mr.  Offley,  of  Staffordfhire  j  a  name, 
that  for  centuries  paft,  may  be  traced  in  the  hiftory  and 
records  of  that  county.  But,  fo  adverfe  were  his 
fortunes  in  this  early  period,  chat  this  well-planned 
fcheme  of  a  fettlement  difappointtd  the  hopes  of 
Johnfon  and  his  friends }  for,  neither  liis  own  abilities, 
nor  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Walmfley,  nor  the  exertions 
f^  Mrs.  Johnfon  and  her  relatiotis,  fucceeded  farther 
than  to  produce  an  accelHon  of  about  five  or  fix  pupils  i 
fo  that  his  nun^KT,  at  no  time,  exceeded  eight,  and  ot 
thofe  not  all  were  boarders. 

After  waiting  a  reafonable  time  in  hopes  of  more 
pupils,  Johnfon,  finding  they  came  in  but  flowly, 
had  recourfe  to  the  ufual  method  of  raifing  a  fchooL. 
In  the  year,  1736,  he  adyertifed  the  inftru6ting  young 
gentlemen  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  by  him- 
felf,  at  his  houfe,  defcribing  it  near  Lichfield.*  That 
this  notification  failed  of  its  end,  we  can  fcarce  wonder, 
if  we  refleft,  that  he  was  little  more  than  twenty-feven 
years  of  age  when  he  publifhed  it,  and  that  he  had 
not  the  vanity  to  profefs  teaching  all  fciences,  nor  the 
effrontery  of  thofe,  who,  in  thefe  more  modern  times, 
undertake,  in  private  boarding-fchools  to  qualify 
jraung  men  for  holy  orders. 

■  The  following  U  the  adveniTemeiu  which  he  publifhed  apon 
the  occalion  : — '  At  EdUl,  near  Lichfield,  in  StaSbrdlhire,  young 
'  gcDtlemen  are  boarded,  and  caught  the  Latin  and  Greek  language* 
-■li/  Samuel  JoiiNtoti.'  Vide  Gent.  Mag. for  1736.  Page 418. 

'  .  By 
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By  means  of  a  paper  which  I  have  now  before  me, 
I  am  3b\c  to  fumiA,  what  I  take  to  have  been  his  me- 
thod or  plan  of  inftinidon ;  and,  as  ic  may  be  deemol 
a  curiofity,  and  may  ferve  the  purpofe  of  future  in- 
Jlraftors  of  youth,  I  here  infert  it : 

When  the  introduAion  or  fbmiation  of  nounv  ^d 
verbs  is  perfeAIy  maftered,  the  pupils  learn 

Corderius,  by  Mr.  Clarke ;  beg^ning  at  the  fame 
time  to  trandate  out  of  his  introduction.  They  then 
proceed  to 

Erafmus,  readii^  him  with  Clarke's  tranOadon. 
Tbefe  books  form  the  firft  clafs. 
Clafs  II.  Read  Eutropius  and  Cornelius  Nepos,  or 
Juftin  with  the  tranllation.  The  firft  clafs 
to  repeat  by  memory,  in  dw  morning,  the 
rules  they  had  learned  before ;  and,  in  die 
afternoon,  the  Latin  rules  of  the  nouns  and 
vCTbs.  They  are  aUb,  on  Thurfdays  and 
Saturdays  to  be  examined  in  the  rules  they 
have  learned. 

The  fecond  clafs  does  the  feme  while  in 
'  Eutropius ;  afterwards,  they  are  to  get  and 

repeat  the  irregular  nouns  and  verlw;  and 
alfo,  die  rules  for  making  and  fcanning 
veries,  in  which  they  are  to  be  examined 
as  the  firft  clafs. 
Clafs  In.  Read  Ovid's  Metamorphofes  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  Caefar's  Commentaries  in  the 
afternoon.  Continue  the  Latin  rules  titl 
they  are  pcrfcft  in  them.  Proceed  then 
to  Leeds's  Greek  Grammar,  and  are  ex- 
amined as  before. 

D  3  They 
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They  thea  proceed  to  Vii^il>  bcg^ining- 
at  the  fame  nme  to  conq>ofe  themes  and 
rerfes,*  and  leam  Greek)  and  frnn  thence 
pais  on  to  Horace,  Terepce,  and  SaUuft. 
The  Greek  autbois  aftenrards  read  are,  Hrft, 
Aofc  in  the  Attic  dialed,  which  are  Cebes, 
Miifii,  Lucian  by  Leeds,  and  Xenophon  7 
next  Homer  in  the  Ionic,    Theocritus 
Doric,  Euripides  Attic  and  Doric. 
From  two,  letters,  firft  inferted  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  and  ftnce  in  fundry  other  publications,  from 
Mr.  Walmfley  to  his  friend  the  reverend  Mr.  ColCwi, 
a  mathenmtician,  and,  vi  his  laKr  years,  Lucafiaa 
profelTor  at  Cambridge,  little  is  to  be  learnt  refpefting 
the  hiftory  of  Johnfon  and  Gvrick,  4t  this  period : 
the  one  wants  the  date  of  ^  mondi,  the  other  that 
of  the  year ;  and  though^  in  the  order  of  thor  pub- 
lication, the  one  immediately  follows  tlw  other,  there 
muft  have  been  fome  interval  between  the  times  of 
writing  the  firft  and  the  lift..    The  fuft  is  dated  in 
1737,  and,  as  it  contains  a  recommeridation  of  Gar- 
rick  to  Mr.Colfonj  for  inftruftion  i^i  mathematics, 
ptulofophy,  and  hiunui  learning,  leads  us  to.  fi^ppofe, 
that  before  the  time  of  writing  it,  Johnfon's  fchemc  of 
taking  in  boarders  had  proved  abortive.    The  latter, 
written  in  what  year  we  know  not,  and  in&rted  below, 
recommends  both  Jdinfon  and  Garrick  to  his  notice, 
the  former  as  a  good  fcholar  and  ow  that  gave  hopes 

*  Johnfon  had  through  bis  liie  a  propcnfity  to  Latin  cotnpofition  : 
he  fhewed  it  very  early  at  fchool,  and  while  there  made  (bme  Latin 
'vcrics,  ftr  which  th«E«rl  rfBetkfiure,  who  was  a  good  fcholar,  and 
bad  always  a  Ksace  in  hu  pocket,  g«vt  faim  a  {luinea. 

fl  of 
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of  turning  out  a  fine  tragedy-  writer  j  and>  we  are  fix)m 
good  authority  afllircd,  that  in  March,  in  the  year  laft 
above-mentioned,  they,  on  horfe-back,  arrived  in  town 
together. 

'  Dear  Sir,  Lichfield,  March  2. 

*  I  had  the  &roiir  of  yours,  and  am  extremely 
<  obliged  to  you ;  but  cannot  fay,  I  had  a  greater 
'  affeftion  f<H'  you  upon  it,  than  I  had  before,  being 
'  long  fmce  fo  much  endeared  to  you,  as  well  by  an 

*  early  friendfhip,  as  by  your  many  excellent  and  va-    ' 
'  luable  qualifications.     And,  had  I  a  fon  of  my  own, 

*  it  would  be  my  ambition,  inflead  of  lending  him  to 
'  the  univerOcy,  to  difpofe  of  him  as  this  young  gen- 

*  tlonan  is, 

*  He  and  another  neighbour  of  mine,  one  Mr.  S. 

*  Johnfon,  fee  out  diis  morning  !bt'London  together. 

*  Davy  Garrick  is  to  be  with  7011  early  the  next 

*  week,  and  Mr.  Johnfon  to  try  his~  fete  with  a  tra- 

*  gedy,andto  fee  to  get  himfelf  employed  in  fome 

*  trandation  either  from  the  Latin  or  the  French. 

*  Jc^nfon  is  a  very  good  fcholar  and  3  poet,  and,  I 

*  have  great  hopes,  will  turn  out  a  fine  tragedy- 

*  writer.    If  it  fliould  any  ways  lay  in   your  way, 

*  doubt  not  but  you  would  be  ready  to  rccommenil 

*  and  allift  your  countryman, 

G.  Walmsley.* 

The  hope  fu^efted  in  this  letter  is  grounded  on  a 
circumftance  which  will  lead  us  back  to  about  the  year 
before  he  quitted  his  fchoel  at  Edial.  It  muft  be  ima- 
gined, theinftruftionoffofniallanumberoffcholarsas 
were  under  his  care,  Icit  him  at  leifure  to  purfue  his 
D  4  >  private 
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private  ftudies  and  amufcments,  which,  for  the  moft 
part,  confifted  in  defultory  reading.  Let  it  not  exciK 
wohder  in  any  that  fliall  perufe  theft  memoirs,  to  be 
told,  that  Burton  on  Melancholy  was  a  book  that 
he  frequendy  rcforted  to  for  the  purpofe  of' exhilara- 
tion, or  that,  at  times,  he  Ihould  Hnd  entertainment  in 
turning  over  KnoUes's  voluminous  and  negle6tcd  hif- 
tory  of  the  Turks.  In  the  many  hours  of  leifure  which 
he  may  be  faid  rather  to  have  endured  than  enjoyed, 
we  muft  fuppofe  fome  employed  in  the  contemplation 
of  his  fortunes,  the  means  of  improving  them,  and 
of  refifting  the  adverfe  accidents  to  which  human  life 
is  expofed,  and  of  which  he  had  already  had  fome 
experience.  The  ftage  holds  forth  temptations  to  men 
of  genius,  which  many  have  been  glad  to  embrace : 
the  profits  arifing  from  a  tragedy,  including  the  re- 
prefentation  and  printing  of  it,  and  the  connexions  it 
fometime^  enables  the  author  to  form,  were  in  Jc^- 
fon's  idea  ineftimablc ;  and,  it  is  not  impoffible,  but 
that  Garrick,  who,  before  this  time,  had  manifefted  a 
propenfity  towards  the  ftage,  had  fuggefted  to  him  the 
thought  of  writing  one  :  certain  it  is,  that  during  his 
refidence  at  Edial,  and  under  the  eye  Jof  his  friend 
Mr,  Walmney,  he  planned  and  completed  tha  poem 
which  gave  this  gentleman  occafion  to  fay,  he  was 
likely  to  become  a  fine  tragedy-writer. 

He  chofe  for  his  ftory  an  aftion  related  by  Knolles 
in  his  hiftory  above-mentioned  with  ail  the  powers  of 
the  moft  affefting  eloquence :  to  give  it  at  large 
would  be  to  tranfgrefs  the  limits  I  have  prefcribed 
myfelf,  and  to  abridge  it  would  injure  it ;  I  will  do 
neither  i  but  referring  the  reader  to  the  hiftoriaa 
himiclf,  will  relate  it  ^s  a  bare  hiftorical  dA. 

Mahwnec 
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■  MahomcttheGrcat,fiift  emperor  of thcTuikSjiothe 
year  1453  l^d  fiegetothe  cit^of  Confbuidnc^e,diett 
poflcfltd  by  the  Grcelu,  and,  after  an  obftinate  refift- 
ancci  took  and  £u:ked  it.  Among  the  many  young 
women  whom  his  commanders  thotfght  fit  to  lay  hanch 
on  and  prefent  to  him,  was  one,  named  Irene,  a 
Greek,  of  incomparable  beauty  and  fuch  rare  per- 
Asdion  of  body  and  mind,  that  the  emperor  beccKning 
enamoured  of  her,  neg]e£ted  the  care  of  his  govero- 
ment  and  empire  for  two  whole  years,  and  thereby 
fo  ezafperated  the  Janizaries  and  other  of  his  warlike 
fubieds,that  they  mutinied,  and  threatened  to  detbrooe 
him.  To  jK^vent  this  mifdiief,  Muftapha  Bafla,  a 
perlbn  of  great  credit  with  him,  undertook  u>  reprc- 
ienttohjm  the  great  danger  to -which  he  laycxpofed 

.  by  the  indulgence  of  his  paffion :  he  called  to  his  re- 
membrance the  chara&crs,  anions,  and  atchievemcnts 
ofipany  of  hi5pred«;eflb^s,andtheftateofhis.gOTe^n- 
^Knt  ;  and,  in  Ihort,  fo  roufcd  him  from  his  lethargy, 
that  he  rack  a  horrible  relblution  to  ftlence  the 
clamours  of  lus  people,  by  the  lacrifice  of  this  ad- 
mirable creature :  accordingly,  on  a  future  day,  he 
commanded  her  to  be  drcfled  and  adorned  in  the 
richeft  manner  that  Qie  and  her  attendants  could  de- 
vife,  and  againfl  a  certain  hour  ifliied  orders  for  the 
nobility  and  leaders  of  his  army  to  attend  him 
in  the  great  hall  of  his  palace.  When  they  were  all 
aflembled,  himfelf  speared  with  great  pomp  and 

'  magnificence,  leading  his  late  captive,  but  now  ab- 
folute  miftrefs,  by  the  hand,  unconfcious  of  guilt  and 
ignorant  of  his  defign.  With  a  furious  and  menacing 
look,  he  gave  the  beholders  to  underftand,  that  ne 
l^ew  the  caufe  of  their  difcontait>  and  that  he  meant 

to 
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to  tffnavc  it  j  but  bade  them  firft  view  that  lady, 
wbooi  he  ftiU  held  with  his  left  hand,  and  fay  whe- 
ther any  of  them  being  po0efred  of  a  jewel  (o  rare 
and  precious,  a  woman  fo  lovely  and  fair,  would  for 
any  caufc  forego  her  -,  to  which  they  anfwered,  that 
he  had  great  reafon  for  his  affedion  towards  her. 

To  this  the  emperor  replied,  that  this  being  their 
opinion,  he  would  convince  them  that  his .  aftions 
were  in  his  own  power,  and  that  he  was  yet  matter  of 
himlelf.  *  And  having  fo  faid,*  fays  my  author, 
'  prefently  with  one  of  his  hands  catching  the  fair 

*  Greek  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  drawing  his 
'  falchbn  with  the  other^    he,  at  one  blow,  liruck 

*  off  her  head,  to  the  great  terror  of  them  all  j  and 
«  having  fo  done,  faid  unto  them,  "  Now  by  this, 
**  judge  whether  your  emperor  is  aWe  to  bridle  his 
**  affeftions  or  not."  * 

It  no  where  appears  that,  in  this  journey  to  IjOndon, 
Mrs.  Johnfon  was  one  of  the  company ;  it  is  rather  to 
be  conjedhircd,  that  her  hulband,  Iiaving  abandoned 
the  hope  of  fucceeding  in  his  attempt  to  raife  a  fchooI> 
left  to  her  the  care  of  the  houfe,  and  the  management 
of  the  fmall  part  d  her  fortune,  which,  after  the  fitting 

*  Two  tragedies  Aranded  on  tMs  Rory  had  already  appeared, 
befcre  Johiribn  concrired  fail  intention  of  producing  a  third.  The 
iamei  of  diefe  was  written  by  Gilbert  Swinhoe,  Efq;  s  natire  of 
BJortbumberUitd,  who  Eved  temp.  Car.  I.  &  Car.  II. ;  ami  waa 
ynbliOied  in  4111.  i6j8,  with  the  title  ot  Unhappy  Fair  Irene  her 
Tragedy.  See  Langbaine's  Account  of  Dramatic  Poets,  edit.  1691,. 
p.  499.  Of  the  latter,  entitled,  Irene  or  the  Pair  Greek,  410. 
1708,  one  Charles  Goring,  Efq;  fnppofed  to  be  the  fame  pcrfon 
mtfa  one  of  that  name  who  was  of  Magdalen  college,  Oxford,  Hid 
ui  1&S7  took  the  degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts,  was  ikc  authtv.  Sc4 
ilbgrapluaDmiiaoca,art.  Goiing,  Charles,  Efq. 

up 
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up  and  fiinuihing  dw  famci  togecber  viih  nro  yean* 
expenditure*  muft  be  fiqipofed  n>  be  left ;  and,  due 
this  could  be  no  other  than  finall,  may  be  iofored 
fi-omher  natural  tmipcr,  whidi  it  is  iaidwuaslink 
difpofed  to  parfimony  as  that  of  her  hiriband. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  purfue  dkc  hifriry  of  Nfr. 
Ganrick's  pnpe&  in  life,  both  becaufe  I  hare  noc 
taken  upon  me  to  be  his  biographer,  and,  becaufe  the 
principal  events  of  it  occur  in  the  mmmrs  of  hJn^ 
written  with  great  candour  and,  I  dare  lay,  truth,  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Daries,  and  by  him  puUiflicd  in  two 
volumes,  o£bivo ;  but  the  courfe  of  this  narradon  re-  . 
quires  me  occ^onaDy  to  mention  fuch  paraculars 
concerning  him,  as  in  any  manner  cooncA  him  inih 
the  fubjed  I  am  engaged  in  1  and  this  leads  me  m 
mention  a  faft  coiitxming  them  both,  that  I  had  from 
a  perioB  now  living,  who  was  a  vitods  va  it,  and  of 
whofe  veracity  the  leaft  doubt  cannot  be  cnttrtaincd. 
They  had  been  but  a  fhort  time  in  Loodo*  bdbic  the 
ftock  cf  money  that  each  fet  out  with,  was  nearly 
cxhauftcd  i  and,  thoi^  they  had  no^  like  the  pro- 
digal ifMi,  *  wafted  ther  ful^^uoe  u  riotous  livii^* 
they  b^an,  tike  hkn,  *  to  be  in  wanii'  In  this  cz- 
,  tremtty,  Garrick  ftiggcAed  the  thought  <^  obtaining 
ctedit  from  a  tradefinan,  wfaoni  he  had  a  Qigfat  know- 
ledge of,  Mr.  WUcoz  a  bookfeUer,  in  the  Strand: 
to  him  diey  i^ipUed,  and  repccfenting  themfelves  n> 
lum,  as  they  really  were,  two  young  men,  friends,  and 
travelers  from  the  lame  place,  and  juft  airivcd  with 
a  view  to  fcttk  heir,  he  was  lb  moved  with  their  art- 
lels  tale,  that,  on  thdr  joint  note,  he  advanced  than 
all  that  their  modefty  would  pemiit  them  to  aflc, 
(five  pounds),  which  was,,  fimn  a&er,  punctually  re- 
paid. 

It 
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It  has  been  before  related,  that  Johnfon  had  en- 
gaged his  pen  in  the  fcrvice  of  Cave  j  as  it  feems,  under 
Ibme  fictitious  name,  perhaps,  that  common  one  of 
Smith,  which  he  direfts  Cave  to  addrefs  him  by,  in 
his  letter  of  25th  Nov.  1734.  Being  now  come  to 
town,  and  determined,  or  rather  conftrained,  *to 
rely  on  the  labour  of  his  brdn  for  fupport,  he,  to 
improve  the  correfpondence  he  had  formed,  thought 
proper  to  difcover  himfelf,  and  in  his  real  name  to 
communicate  to  Cave  a  projeft  which  he  had  form- 
ed, and  which  the  following  letter  will  explain : 

Greenwich,  next  door  to  the  Golden-tfeart, 
*  Sir,  Church -ftreet,  Julyis,  17J7. 

*  Having  obferved  in  your  papers  very  uncommon 

*  offers  of  encouragement  to  men  of  letters,  I  have 

*  chofen,  being  a  ftranger  in  London,  to  communi- 

*  cate  K)  you  the  following  deGgn,  which,  I  hope, 

*  if  you  join  in  it,  will  be  of  advantage  to  both  of 

*  us. 

'  The  hiftcHy  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  having 

*  been  lately  trandated  into  French,  and  publilhcd 

*  with  large  notes  by  Dr.  Le  Courayer,  the  reputa- 

*  tion  of  that  book  is  fo  much  revived  in  England, 

*  that,  it  is  picfumed,  a  new  tranflation  of  it  from 

*  tht  Italian,  together  with  I->e  Courayer's  notes  from 

*  the  French,  could  not  fail  of  a  favourable  recep- 

*  tion. 

*  If  it  be  anfwercd  that  the  hiftory  is  already  in 

*  Englifli,    it   muft  be  remembered  that  there  was 

*  the  iame  otgeftion  againft  Le  Courayer's  undertafc- 

*  bg,  with  diis  difadvantage,  that  the  French  had 

*  a  verfion  by  one  of  their  beft  tranflaton,  whereas 

5  *  you 
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'  you  cannot  read  three  pages  of  the  EnglUh  hiflory 

*  without  difcovering  that  the  fiyle  is  Ci^u^le  of  great 
'  improvements ;   but  whether   thofe  improvements 

*  are  -to  be  expected  from  this  attempt,  you  muft 

*  Judge  from  the  fpecimen>  which,  if  you  approre 

*  the   prapofa),    I  fball  fubmit  to  'your  examina- 

*  "Bon. 

'  Suf^fe  the  merit  of  the  verfions  equal]  we  ;nay 

*  hope  that  the.  addition  of  the  notes  will  turn  the 

*  balance  in  our  favour,  coniidering  the  reputation  of 
'  the  Annotator. 

*  Be  plcafed  to  favour  me  with  a  fpccdy  aafwer,  if 
'  you  arc  not  willing  to  engage  in  this  fcheme ;  and 
.  *  appoint  me  a  day  to  wait  on  you,  if  you  are. 
*  1  am.  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

'  Sam.  Johnson.' 

Cave's  acquiefcence,  in  the  ^»ve  propofal,  drew 
Johnfon  into  a  clofc  intimacy  with  him :  he  was  much 
at  St.  John's  Gate,  and  tau^t  Garrick  the  way  thi- 
ther. Cave  had  no  great  relifti  for  mirth,  but  he 
could  bear  it ;  and  having  been  told  by  Johnfon,  that 
his  friend  had  talents  for  the  theatre,  and  was  come  to 
London  with  a  view  to  the  profeffion  of  an  aftor,  ex- 
prefled  a  wifh  to  fee  him  in  fome  comic  charafter : 
Garrick  readily  complied ;  and,  as  Cave  himfcif  told 
me,  with  a  little  preparation  of  the  room  over  the  great 
arch  of  St.  John's  gate,  and,  with  the  afliflance  of  a 
few  journeymen  printers,  who  were  called  together  for 
the  purpofe  of  reading  the  other  parts,  repreftnted,  with 
all  the  graces  of  comic  humor,  the  principal  cha- 
raiftcr  in  Fielding's  farce  of  the  Mock-Doftor. 

Cave'? 
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Cave's  temper  was  phlegmatic :  though  he  a^umed* 
as  the  puUUher  of  the  Magazine,  the  name  of  Sylva- 
nus  Urban>  he  had  few  of  th<>re  qualities  that  confti^ 
tute  the  charafter  of  urbanity.  Judge  c^  his  want  of 
them  by  this  que{Hon>  which  he  once  put  to  an  author : 

•  Mr. ,  1  hear  you  have  juft  publiJhcd  a  piam- 

*  phlet,  and  am  told  there  is  a  vety  good  paragraph  in 

•  it,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  nrmlk  :   did  you  write  that 

*  yourself  j'  His  difcernment  was  alfo  flow  i  and  as 
he  had  already  at  his  command  feme  writers  of  profe 
and  verfe,  who,  in  the  language  of  b(>okfellers  are 
called  good  hands,*  he  was  the  backwarder  in  making 

advances, 

*  Mr.  MoTos  Bremie,  onffaaKj  a  pen-ctntor,  vm,  (o(ax»»  coo- 
onned  the  poeticil  pan  o£  it,  the  chief  fapport  of  the  Magazine, 
which  he  fed  whh  many  a  noniifhing  morfel.  Thia  pcrfon  being  a 
lovet  of  angliogi  wrote  pifcatory  eclogues  ;  and  was  a  candidate  for 
the  &ky  pDond  price  mentMnad  in  Johnfon'i  firft  letter  to  Cave,  and 
far  oAer  prize*  which  Cave  ei^^;ed  to  pay  hiin  who  fltonld  write 
the  beftpoem  on  certain  fbbjedi  j  in  all  or  moft  of  which  competi- 
tions Mr.  Browne  had  the  good  fortune  to  fucceed.  He  publifhed 
thefe  and  other  poems  of  his  wrlBng,  in  an  oAavo  volume,  Lond. 
1739 1  snd  haa  therein  givefa  prooA  of  an  exuberant  fancy  and  * 
hippy  iurention.  Some  yean  after  he  entered  into  holy  order*. 
A  farther  account  of  himmsybefeen  in  thcBiognpluaDnHnaticat 
to  a  place  in  which  work  be  leemi  to  Have  acqiured  a  title,  by 
ibme  javenile  compofitions  for  the  Aage.  Being  a  peHbn  of  a  rcli- 
poQS  tumi  he  alfb  poblilhed  in  verfe,  a  feries  of  devout  contempla-' 
tkmt)  called  SundayThoaght*.  Jt^mfon,  who  often  txprtSed  iua 
dilUke  of  rdigious  poetry,  and  \riio,  for  the  pnrpofe  of  religiotu 
soetUtatiaa,  fecmed  to  tliink  one  day  a*,  prefer  as  another,  read  them 
with  cold  approbation,  and  {aid,hehad  a  great  mind  to  write  and 
pabliih  Monday  Thoi^hts. 

Y 0  the  ptoofi  above  adduced  of  the  coarfene&  of  Cavc'a  mannert, 
let  me  add  the  f611ovri«g :  he  had  undertaken,  at  his  own  rifque, 
»  pt^Qlh  a  traaltatioD  of  Da  Halde'i  Hifiory  of  China,  in  which 
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iidTanccs,  or  courting  an  intimacy- with  J(4ui{bn.  Up- 
on tbe.Bx&  approach  of  a  ftrangcr,  hii  pra^icfcwas 
CO  coatinue  fitting,  a  poftore  in  which  he  was  erer  to 
be  found,  and,  for  a  few  minmesi  to  continue  ffleni : 

if 

luereoMUjntdfaulrygeografJHCAl  ud  otlKr'pIatet.  £acfaoftlu& 
h«  infciibcd  to  qdc  or  other  of  hit  fViendj ;  toA,  &noog  Ae  reft,  aie 

•  7*  Mt/tt  SrKAint. '  With  thu  bli»t  Ud  funiUv  dcfignttini  of  Us 
peifon,  Mr.  Browne  wa*  jnffly  ofieaded :  to  vpftA  kim,  Cktb 
dirtfied  ut  engnver*  u  inttodHcc  with  a  cant  undff  tkc  line,  ifr. 
wd  diiwght,  dut  in  lib  dcHogi  he  had  made  ample  aaends  toMr.' 
Browne  tor  tha  iadignity  doiit  biai. 

Mr.  Joha  Dukk,  aUb  a  pm-cuner,  and  a  near  K^bow  of 
.Cave,  was  a  fnqiKBt  coDtributDr  to  the  Magaune.of  Ihoitpoem*, 
written  with  f^iit  and  eafe.  He  was  a  kinfman  of  Browne,  aod  dM 
author  of  a  {ood  mpj  of  encnroiaftic  vcriet  fnixed  to  the  ooUee- 
tion  of  Browne's  poem  abOTe-mentiaaed. 

Mr.  Foftcr  Webb,  a  young  man  who  had  received  hu  educt' 
tioo.  in  Mr.  Watkini'i  academy  ia  Spital-fquare,  and  afterward* 
became  clerk  to  a  merchant  in  the  diy,  waa,  at  firll,  a  conttibotor 
tothc  Magazine,  of  enigsuu,  a  fpeciae  ot  poetry  in  which  he  then 
4eli^t«d,  but  was  difliia«faid  ftom  it  by  ilta  fidlewing  lines,  which 
appeared  in  ^Magazine  (orOQ^ber,  1740,  after  a  few  fuccrisM 
•J&ytiathatkatd  of  writing: 

'  Too  piodeft  bard,  mth  enigmatic  veil 
'  Nio  longer  let  thy  mufe  her  charms  conceal ; 
'  "nKNighoftdie  Sun  in  cloads  his  i^ce  difguile, 
'  Still  he  looks  nobler  when  he  gildi  the  flues. 
'  Do  thon,  Hke  him,  avow  thy  natire  flame, 
'  Bttrftthro*  the  gloom,  and  brighten  into  fame.' 
After  this  friendly  exhortati(»,   Hr.  Webb,  in  thole  howi  of 
leilifre  wluch  bafincfs  afforded,  amiiftd  himfelf  with  traallatiiig 
Horn  the  Idtin  claffica,  particularly  Orid  aod  Horace  :  ftom  the 
latter  of  theft  he  rendered  inn  Enghb  verCt,  with  better  6xcef% 
than  any  that  had  before  attempted  it,  the  odea  •  Q^  maha 
'  gracilis  tepoer  in  rod  i'  <  Solvitsr  aois  hyosf  grata  vice  vwii,  li 

*  Pavooif'  '  Parcuc  Deomm  coltor  te  inftequensj'  and '  DJJTuglliiJ  id^ 
/vei,redeuntjamgramuiacanpis;'  ail  which  are  inferted  in  Cave'a 

Magaainc. 
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ifat  any  time  he  was  inclined  to  begin  the  dircourfe,  ft 
was  generally  by  putting  a  leaf  of  the  Magazine,  then 
in  the  prefs,  into  the  hand  of  his  vificor,  and  aflcing 
his  opinion  of  it.    I  remeniber  that,  calling  in  on 

him 

Magazine.  Hu  fignature  was  fometimes  Telarioa,  M  othen  Ve- 
dafins-  He  was  a  modeft,  ingeniotu,  and  Ibber  ycong  man ; 
bat  a  confnmption  defeated  the  hopes  of  his  friends,  snd  to(^ 
hiin  off  in  the  twenty-fecofld  year  of  hia  age. 

Mr.  John  Smith,  another  of  Mr.  Wuldns'i  papis,  w«  a  writer 
in  the  Magazine,  of  proTe  tStyi,  chiefly  on  religions  and  monl 
fnbjefts,  and  died  of  a  decline  about  the  fame  time. 

Mr.  John  Canton,  apprentice  to  the  above-named  Mr,  Watkuii. 
and  alfo  his  fucceflbr  in  his  academy,  was  a  contribntor  to  the  Ma- 
gazine, of  verfes,  and  afterwards,  of  papers  on  philofophical  and 
matheinatica] fubjefb.  The difcoveriee  he  made  in  elefiricityand 
magnetifin  are  well  Icnown,  and  are  recorded  in  the  tranfaAious  of 
the  Royal  Society,  of  which  he  afterwards  became  a  member. 

Mr.  William  Rider,  bred  in  the  fame  prolific  feminary,  was  a 
writer  in  the  Magazine,  of  verfes  figned  Philargyrus.  He  went 
Atnn  fchool  to  Jefas  college,  Oxford,  and,  fome  year*  after  hi* 
leaving  the  fame,  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  became  far-nufter 
of  St.  Paul's  fchool,  in  which  office  he  continoed  manyyeara.bnt  at 
length  was  obliged  to  quit  that  employment  by  realbn  of  Ui 
deafnefs. 

Mr.  Adam  Calamy,  a  fonofDr.  Edmund  Calamyi  an  eminent 
non-ctnfbrmift  divine,  andautbor  of  the  Abridgment  of  Mr  .Baxter's 
Hiftory  of  his  Life  and  Times,  was  another  of  Mr.  Waikins's  pupils, 
^lat  wrote  in  the  Magazine;  the  fubjefls  on  which  he  chieflyexer- 
cifed  his  pen  were  efTays  in  polemical  theology  and  republican  poli- 
rics ;  and  he  diflinguilhed  them  by  the  afTumed  fignature  of  '  ^ 
tBi^fttnt  pnttftant.'  He  was  bred  to  the  proieffionof  an  attomeyt 
and  was  brother  to  Mr.  Edmund  Calamy,  a  diflenting  teacher,  of 
eminence  for  his  worth  and  learning. 

A  feminary,  of  a  higher  order  than  that  ^>ove-mentioned,  vis.  the 

academy  of  Mr.  John  Eames  in  Moorfields,  fiimtlhed  the  Magazine 

«rith  a  number  of  other  correfpondents  in  mathematics  and  other 

branches  of.  fcience  and  polite  literature.    This  was  an  inflitatton 

fi^ported 
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him  onccj  he  gsve  me  to  read  die  beautiful  poem  of 
Collins,  writttn  for  Shakcfpcare's  Cymbeline,  •  To 
fair  Fidele's  grafly  n>iT^i'  which,  dioug^  adapted  to 
a  particular  circumftance  in  the  play.  Cave  was  for 
inferting  in  his  Mi^azine,  without  any  reference  to 
the  fubjeft ;  1  told  Mm  it  would  lofe  of  its  beauty  if 
it  were  fo  publiflied  :  this  he  could  not  fee  j  nor  could 
he  be  "convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  name  Fidele : 
he  thought  Paftora  a  better,  and  fo  printed  it. 

He  was  fo  incompennt  a  judge  of  Johnfon's  abili- 
ties, that, meaning  atone  time  to  dazzle  him  with  the 
iplendor  of  fome  of  thole  luminaries  In  literature  who 
favoured  him  with  their  correfpondence,  he  told  him 
that,  if  he  would,  in  the  evening,  be  at  a  certwi  ale- 
houie  in  the  ndghbouriiood  of  Clerkenwdl,  he  might 
have  a  diance  of  feeing  Mr.  Browne  and  another  or 

f^tported  by  the  Diflencen.  the  Miga  vAtreof  wu  to  qualify 
young  men  for  their  miniflry.  Mr.  Eames  wu  fbnnerly  the  con- 
dmutor  of  the  abridgement  of  the  PMldbphiod  Tranladions  be- 
gun by  Jones  tai  Lowthorp,  and  wu  a  man  of  great  knowledge, 
;uid  a  Tery  Ale  tator.  Under  him  were  bred  many  young  men 
who  aftenWLidj  became  eminently  dillinguilhed  for  learning  and 
abilities ;  am<»ig  them  were  the  late  Mr.  Parry,  of  Ciiencclter, 
the  late  Dr.  Fumeanx,  and  Dr.  Gibbnns  ;  and,  if  I  miilake  not, 
the  prefent  Dr.  Price.  The  pnpils  of  this  academy  had  ^cadl  that 
teemed  with  knowledge,  which,  u  fa&  u  they  acquired  it,  they  were 
pnimpted  by  a  juvenile  and  laudable  ambition  to  communicate  in 
letreri  to  Mr.  Urban. 

To  this  accoont  of  Cave's  corrdpondcntj  might  be  added  the 
celebrated  names  of  Dr.  Birch,  who  will  be  Ipcdten  of  berea%r, 
Mn.  Carter,  Dr.  Akealide,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Pegge,  who, 
by  an  ingenioui  tranfpofition  of  the  leners  of  his  name,  firmed 
the  [^uTible  fignatute  of  Paul  Gemfege ;  Mr.  Luck,  of  fiamftaple 
in  Devonfliire  j  Mr.  Henry  Price,  of  Pool,  in  Dorfcilhire  j  Mr.  Rich- 
Vd  Vate,  of  Chively,  in  Shropfliire ;  Mr.  John  Bancks ;  and,  that 
induftrions  and  prolific  genius,  Mr.  John  Lockman. 

Vol.  L  E  twq 
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two  of  the  pcrfons  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note  *. 
Johnfon  accepted  the  invitation  ;  and  being  introdu- 
ced by  Cave,  dreffed  in  a  loofe  horfeman's  coat,  and 
fuch  a  great  bufhy  uncombed  wig  as  he  conftandy 
wore,  to  the  Cg^t  of  Mr.  Browne,  whom  he  found 
fitting  at  the  upper  end  of  a  long  table,  in  a  cloud  of 
tobacco-fmoke,  had  his  niriofity  gratified. 

Johnfon  faw  very  cle^ly  thofe  offenfive  particulars 
that  made  a  part  of  Cave's  charafter ;  but,  as  he  wax 
one  of  the  moft  quick-fighted  men  1  ever  knew  in 
difcovering  the  good  and  amiable  qualities  of  others, 
a  faculty  which  he  has  difplayed,  as  well  in  the  life  of 
Cave,  as  in  that  of  Savage,  printed  among  his  works, 
fo  wafi  he  ever  inclined  to  palliate  their  defeats  j  and, 
though  he  was  above  courting  the  patronage  of  a  man, 
whom,  for  many  reafbns,  he  could  not  but  hold  cheap, 
he  difdained  not  to  accept  it,  when  tendered  with  any 
degree  of  complacency.  . 

And  this  was  the  general  tenor  of  Johnfon's  beha- 
viour; for,  though  his  charafler  through  life  was 
marked  with  a  roughnefs  chat  approached  to  ferocity, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  almoft  every  one  to  chami  hiin 
into  mildnefs,  and  to  render  htm  gentle  and  placid,  and 
even  courteous,  by  fuch  a  patient  and  refpeftftil  at- 
tendon  as  is  due  to  every  one,  who,  in  his  difcourie, 
fignifies  a  defire  either  to  inftruft  or  delight.  Bred 
to  no  profefllon,  without  relations,  friends,  or  inte- 
rcft,  Johnfon  was  an  adventurer  in  the  wide  world, 
and  had  his  fortunes  to  make :  the  arts  of  infinuauon 
and  addrefs  were,  in  his  opinion,  too  flow  in  their 
(^ration  to  anfwer  his  purpofe  i  and,  he  rather  chofe 
to  difplay  his  parts  to  all  the  world,  at  the  rifque  of 
being  thought  arrogant,  than  to  wait  for  the  afliftance 

of 
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of  fuch  ^nds  as  he  could  nuke,  w  the  patronage  of 
Ibfne  indivicKial  that  had  power  or  influence,  and  who 
might  have  the  kindnels  to  take  him  by  the  hand,  and 
iift^iim  into  notice.  With  ill  that  afpertty  of  nunnen 
with  which  he  has  hcea  chai^;ed,  and  iriiich  kept  at  a 
diftance  many,  who,  ui  my  knowledge,  would  have 
been  gjad  of  an  intimacy  with  him,  he  pofleflcd  the 
.  aficAionsof  pity  and  compalfion  in  a  mc^  eminent  de- 
gree. In  a  mixed  company,  of  which  I  was  one,  the  . 
converfation  turned  on  the  peftilence  vbkk  raged  in 
Liondon,  in  the  year  1 665,  and  gave  occafion  to  John- 
ion  to  fpe:^  of  Dr.  Nadianael  Hodges,  who,  in  the 
hdght  of  tlut  calamity,  continued  in  the  city,  and  was 
ahnoft  the  only  one  of  his  profdHon  that  had  the  cou- 
rse to  oppofe  the  endeavours  of  his  art  to  die  ipread- 
ing  of  the  contagion.  It  was  the  bard  fate  of  this  per- 
fbn,  a  ihott  time  after,  to  die  a  [»ilbner  for  debt,  in 
Ijidgatt :  Johnfon  rdaicd  this  circumflance  to  us,  with 
the  teats  ready  to  ftart  from  his  eyes  i  and,  with  great 
energy,  faid,  'Such  a  nun  would  not  have  been  fuSered 
•  to  perifli  in  thcfc  times.' 

It  feems  by  the  event  o[  this  firft  expedition,  that 
John/on  came  to  London  for  little  dfe  than  to  look 
about  him :  it  afforded  him  no  opportunity  of  forming 
connexions,  either  valuable  in  themfelres,  or  available 
to  any  future  purpofe  of  his  life.  Mr.  Pope  had  fcen 
and  commended  his  tranflation  of  the  Me(&ah ;  but 
Johnfon  had  not  die  means  of  accefs  to  him )  and,  be- 
ing a  {banger  to  his  perfon,  his  fptrit  would  not  per' 
mit  him  to  folicit  fb  great  a  favour  from  one,  who  muft 
be  fuppofed  to  have  been  troubled  with  fuch  kind  of 
a|^licati(M».  With  one  perfon,  however,  he  com- 
Bwat^ed  ai)  intimacy,  the  modvcs  to  which,  at  firft 
E2  view 
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view,  may  probably  feem  harder  to  be  accounted  iofy 
dian  any  one  particular  in  his  life.  This  perfon  was 
Mr.  Richard  Sarage^whofe  misfortunes,  together  with 
his  vices,  had  driven  him  to  St.  John's  gate,  and 
thcrebyintroduccdhimiotheacquwntanccof  Johnfon; 
which,  founded  on  his  part  in  compaffion,  foon  improv- 
ed into  friendfhip  and  a  rgutual  communicadonof  ien- 
timenls  and  counfcls.  The  hiftory  of  this  man  is  well 
known  by  the  life  of  him  written  by  Johnfon ;  wiiich, 
if  in  no  other  re^ft  valuablcy  is  curious,  in  that  it 
gives  to  view  a  charader  fclf-formed,  as  owing  nothing 
to  parental  nurture,  and  fcarce  any  thing  to  moral 
'tuition,  and  defcrlbes  a  mind,  in  which,  as  in  a  ne- 
glected garden,  weeds,  without  the  leaft  obftruAion* 
were  fufFered  to  grow  inro  luxuriance :  nature  had  en- 
dowed him  with  fine  parts,  and  thofe  he  cultivated  as 
well  as  he  was  able ;  but  his  mind  had  received  no 
moral  culture,  and  for  want  thereof,  we  find  him  to 
have  been  a  ftranger  to  humility,  gratitude,  and  thofe 
other  virtues  that  tend  to  conc^liate  the  aifeftions  of 
men,  and  infure  the  continuance  of  friendlhip. 

It  may  be  conjefturcd  that  Johnfon  was  ci^tivated 
by  the  addrcfs  and  demeanour  of  Savage,  at  his  firft 
approach;  for  it  muft  be  noted  of  him,  that,  though 
he  was  always  an  admirer  of  genteel  manners,  he  at 
this  time  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  the  converfation 
of  gentlemen  i  and  Savage,  as  to  his  exterior,  was,  to 
a  remarkable  degree,  accomplilhed :  he  was  a  handfome, 
well-made  man,  and  very  courteous  in  the  modes  of 
falutation.  I  have  been  told,  that  in  the  taking  off  his 
hat  and  difpofing  it  under  his  arm,  and  in  his  bow,  he 
difplayed  as  much  grace  as  thofe  aftions  were  capable 
of  s  and  that  he  underftood  the  exercife  of  a  gentle- 
man's 
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man's  weapon,  may  be  inferred  from  the  ufe  he  made 
of  it  in  that  ra(h  encounter  which  is  related  in  his  life, 
and  to  which  his  greateft  misfortunes  wwe  owing. 
Thcfe  accomptifhments,  and  the  eafe  and  pleafantry 
of  his  converfation,  were,  probably,  the  charms  that 
wrought  on  Johnlbn,  and  hid  &om  his  view  thofe  bafer 
qualities  of  Savage,  mth  which,  as  his  hiftorian,  he 
has  neverthelefs  been  necefTittted  to  mark  his  cha- 
rafter.  The  fimilarity  of  their  circumftances  might 
farther  conduce  to  beget  an  unreferved  confidence  in 
each  other ;  the)'  had  both  felt  the  pangs  of  poverty,  and 
the  want  of  patronage :  Savage  had  let  loofe  his  refent- 
menc  agEunft  the  polTeffors  of  wealth,  in  a  colleftion 
of  poems  printed  about  the  year  1727,  and  Johnlbn 
was  ripe  for  an  avowal  of  the  fame  fentiments :  they 
leemed  both  to  agree  in  the  vulgar  opinion,  that  the 
world  is  divided  into  two  clalTes,  of  men  of  merit  with- 
out riches,  and  men  of  wealth  without  merit }  never 
confidering  the  poflibility  that  both  might  concenter 
in  the  fame  perfon,  juft  as  when,  in  the  comparilbn  of 
women,  we  fay,  dut  virtue  is  of  more  value  than 
beauty,  we  forget  that  many  are  pofleJTed  of  both. 

In  Ipeculations  of  this  kind,  and  a  mutual  condo- 
lence of  their  fortunes,  they  pafled  many  a  melancholy 
hour,  and  thofe  at  a  time  when>  it  might  be  fuppofed, 
the  refieftion  on  them  had  made  repofe  defirable :  on 
the  contrary,  that  very  reflexion  is  known  to  have  in- 
terrupted it.  Johnfon  has  told  me,  that  whole  nights 
have  been  fpent  by  him  and  Sav^e  in  convcrfations 
of  this  kind,  not  under  thf  hofpitable  roof  of  a  tavern* 
where  warmth  might  have  invigorated  their  fpirits, 
and  wine  difpelled  their  care;  but  in  a  pcrambularion 
round  the  fijuares  of  Weftminfter,  St.  James's  in 
E  J  paniailar 
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particular^  when  all  the  mone^r  they  could  both  raife 
was  lefs  than  fufficient  to  piirchafe  for  them  the  Ihclter 
»id  ibrdid  comforts  of  a  nigt\t  cellar. 

Of  the  rcfult  t)f  their  converfations  little  can  now  be 
knowiij  fave,  that  they  gave  rife  to  thofe  principles  of 
pacriotifm,  ^that  both,  for  fome  ytan  after,  avowed  j 
they  both  with  the  fame  eye  faw,  or  believed  they  faw> 
that  the  then  minifter  meditated  the  ruin  of  this  coun- 
try} diat  excife  kws,  Handing  amues,  and  penal  ftatutes, 
were  the  means  by  which  he  meant  to  eflfi^  it ;  and, 
at  the  rifquc  of  their  liberty,  they  were  bent  to  oppofc 
his  meafures ;  but  Savage's  fpiric  was  broken  by  the 
fenfe  of  his  indigence,  and  the  preflure  of  thofe  misfor- 
tunes which  his  imprudence  had  brought  on  him,  and 
Johnfoa  was  left  ^one  to  maint^n  the  cont^. 

The  charafter  and  manners  of  Savage  were  fuch,  as 
leave  uk  little  room  to  think,  that  Johnfon  could  pro- 
fit by  his  converfation  :  whatever  were  his  parts  and 
accompliihments,  he  had  no  reading,  and  could  fiir- 
niih.  no  intelligence  to  fuch  a  mind  as  Johnfon 's :  his 
vagrant  courfe  of  life  had.made  hinn  acquainted  with 
the  town  and  its  vices  -,  and  though  I  am  not  warranted 
to  fay,  that  Johnfon  was  infe^^  with  them,  I  have 
reafon  to  think,  that  he  reflected  with  as  little  appro- 
bation on  the  hours  he  fpent  with  Savage  as  on  any 
period  of  his  life. 

Doubdefs  there  is  in  the  example  and  converfatido 
of  fome  men  a  power  that  fafcinates,  and  fufpends 
die  operation  of  our  owi  will  :  to  this  power  in 
Savage,  which  coniiftcd  in  the  gentlenefs  of  his  man- 
ners, the  elegance  of  his  difcourfe,  and  the  viva- 
city of  his  intiagination,  we  mufl  attribute  the  afcen- 
duit  which  he  miuntained  over  the  affections  of 
Johnfon, 
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JohDfon,  and  die  inability  of  the  latter  to  puriuc  ibe 
fuggeftions  of  his  own  fuperior  underftanding.  To 
the  purpofc  of  this  feniimcnt,  I  am  ccmptrd  to  rrlaic 
a  faA  which  Mr.  Garrick  once  comniumcatnl  to  ire 
in  coDverfation,  who,  fpeaking  of  the  irrenilible  charm 
of  engaging  manners,  told  me,  that  being  an  aAor  ac 
Drury-lane  theatre,  under  Mr.  Fleetwood,  the  pa^ntee 
thereof,  whofe  eztravagances  rendered  him  incapable 
of  fiilfilling  his  engagements,  his  faiary  became  deeply 
in  airear,  'and  he  began  to  feel  the  want  of  money : 
in  anfwer  go  his  many  applications  for  payment,  he  had 
obtained  promifes,  and  even  oaths  ;  but  thdc  had  been 
k>  often  broken,  that,  prefled  by  neceflicy,  and  provok- 
ed by  ill  ufage,  he  was  detemiined  to  have  recou;!c:  to 
law  for  payment:  he  however  thought  it  but  ri^t  to 
declare  his  intention ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  invisd 
himfelf  to  breaks  with  Fleetwood.     *  It  was  on  a 

*  Sunday,'  £ud  Mr.  Garrick,  *  that  he  ^>pointed  to 

*  fee  me ;  he  received  me  with  great  courtdy  and 

*  affability,  and  entertwned  me  for  fome  hours  with 

*  difcourfe,  foreign  to  the  fubjeft  of  our  nrteeting,  but 
'  fo  bewitching  in  its  kind,  that  it  depiivcd  me  of  the 

*  power  of  telling  him  that  he  owed  me  fix  hundred 

*  pounds,  and  that  my  necefllties  compelled  me  tode- 
'  mand  it.' 

The  intimacy  between  Sav:^  and  Johnlbn  conti- 
nued till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1738,  when  the 
diftrefles  of  the  former,  and  the  ceflation,  by  the  death 
of  Queen  Caroline,  of  a  penfion,  which,  for  ibmc 
years,  flie  had  directed  to  be  p;ud  him,  moved  Jbme 
of  his  friends  to  a  fubfcripiion  for  his  fupport,  in  a 
place  fo  far  diftant  from  the  metropolis,  as  to  be  otic 
of  the  reach  of  its  temptMions  i  where  he  might  beget 
E  4,  new 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


56  THELIFEOF 

new  habits>  and  indulge  himfelf  in  thofe  exerclfes  of 
his^  imagination,  which  had  been  the  employment  of 
his  happieft  hours.  The  place  fixed  on  for  his  refi- 
dence  was  Swanfea  in  Wales ;  but  as  it  was  fome  time 
before  the  fubfcription  could  be  completed,  his  re- 
tirement thither  was  retarded. 

In  this  fufpenfe  of  Savage's  fortunes,  Johnfon  feems 
to  hare  confirmed  himfelf  in,  a  refolution  of  quarrelling 
with  the  adminiAration  of  public  affairs,  and  becoming 
a  fatirift  on  the  manners  of  the  times ;  and  becaufe  he 
thought  he  faw  a  refemblance  between  his  own  and 
thofe  of  Rome  in  its  decline,  he  chofe  to  exprefs  his 
fenfe  of  modern  d^ravity  by  an  imitation  of  the  third 
fatire  of  Juvenal,  in  which,  with  great  judgment,  and 
no  lefs  sfperity,  he  drew  a  parallel  between  the  cor- 
ruptions of  each,  and  exemplified  it  by  charafters, 
'  (hen  Tubfifling.  In  it  he  anticipated  the  departure 
of  his  friend  Thale;,  i.  e.  Savage,  whoip  he  defcribea 

*  -r refolv'd,  from  yice  andLondon  far^ 

*  To  breathe,  in  diftant  fields,  a  purer  ain 
'  And,  fix'd  in  Cambria's  fblitary  ihorc, 

*  Give  vo  St.  David  one  true  Briton  more.' 

To  this  exercife  of  his  talent  he  was,  probably,  ex- 
cited by  the  fuccefs  of  Mr.  Pope,  who  had  done  the 
fame  by  fome  of  the  fatires  of  Horace,  and  had  vin- 
dicated, by  the  example  of  Dr.  Donne  a  divine,  that 
fpecies  of  writing,  even  in  Chriftian  times,  from  the 
imputation  of  malevolence  and  the  want  of  that  cha- 
rity '  which  is  not  eafily  provoked,  and  endurcth  all 
?  things.' 

The 


3.q.t.zsdt)yG00l^lf 


t>».  SAMUEL   JOHNSON.      57 

The  poem  was  finilhed,  as  appears  by  a  manurcripc 
note  of  the  author  in  his  own  correfted  copy,  in  1738. 
While  he  was  writing  it,  he  lodged  in  an  upper  rpoa^ 
of  a  houle  in  Exeter  Iheet,  behind  Exeter  'change 
inhabited  by  one  Nonis,  a  ftay-makeri  a  particular 
which  would  have  been  Hardly  worth  noticing,  buc 
that  it,  in  fome  meafure,  belpeaks  his  ciroimftances 
at  the  time,  and  accounts  for  his  having,  more  than 
once,  mentioned  in  the  poem,  and  that  with  feeming 
abhorrence^  the  dungeons  of  the  Strand.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  his  avcrfion  tofuch  an  abode  was  increaf- 
od  by  the  reflection  on  that  diftrefs,  which  by  this  time 
had  brought  his  wife  to  town,  and  obliged  her  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  inconveniences  of  a  dwelling  too  cb~ 
fcure  to  invite  refort>  and  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  he  was  struggling. 

Having  completed  his  poem,  he  looked  round 
for  a  bookfeller,  to  whom,  with  a  likelihood  of  ob- 
taining the  value  of  it,  he  might  treat  for  the  fale  of 
it.  His  friend  Cave,  in  rclpeft  of  publications,  was  a 
haberdaflier  of  finall  waresj  the  greateft  of  his  un- 
dertakings being  a  tranflation  of  Du  Halde's  Hiftory 
of  China,  which  was  never  completed. 

Johnfon  thinking  him  a  man  for  his  purpole,  made 
him  an  offer  of  his  poem,  in  a  letter  in  which,  with 
great  art,  but  without  the  leaft  violation  of  truth,  he 
conceals  that  himfelf  was  the  author  of  it.  The  letter 
I  here  infert,  as  alfo  anotho-  of  his  on  the  fame 
fiibjeft. 

*  Sir, 
*  When  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  a  few 
'  days  ago,  I  did  not  expcSt  a  repetition  of  the  fanoc 
*  pleafute 
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*  pleaTure  fo  fi>oii>  for  a  pdeaTure  I  Ihall  always  chink 

*  it  to  converfc  in  any  manner  with  an'  ingenious  and 

*  candid  man  j   hut  having  the  inclofed  poem  in  my 

*  hands  to  difpofe  of  for  the  benefit  trf"  the  author  (of 

*  whofe  abilities  I  fliall  fay  nothing  fince  I  fend  you 

*  his  pcfformance,)  I  believed  I  could  not  procure 

*  more  advantageous  terms  from  any  perfon  than  from 

*  you,  who  have  fo  much  diftinguiflicd  yourfelf  by 

*  your  generous  encouragennent  of  poetry,  and  whofe 

*  judgment  of  that  art,  nothing  but  your  commenda- 
'  tion  of  my  triAe  can  give  me  any  occafion  to  call 

*  in  quedioti*     I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  look  over 

*  this  poem  with  another  eye,  and  reward  it  in  a  diffc- 

*  rentmanner  from  a  mercenary  bookfeller,  who  counts 

*  the  lines  he  b  to  purchafe,  and  confiders  notliing  but   . 

*  the  bulk.     I  cgmnot  help  taking  notice   thai,  be- 

*  iides  what  the  author  may  hope  for  on  account  of 
'  his  abilities,  he  has  likewife  another  claim  to  your 

*  regvd,  as  he  lies  at  prefent  under  very  difadvantage- 

*  ous  circumftances  of  fortune.    I  beg,  therefore,  that 

*  you  will  favour  me  with  a  letter  to-morrow,  that  I 

*  may  know  what  you  can  afibrd  to  allow  him,  that  he 
J  may  either  part  with  it  to  you,  or  find  out  (which  I 

*  do  not  expert)  fome  other  way  more  to  his  iausfac- 

*  tion,  ' 

'  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  am  fenfible  I  have 

*  tranfcrlbed  it  very  coarfely,  which,  after  having  al- 

*  Kred  it,  I  was  obliged  to  do.     t  will,  if  you  pleafe 

*  to  tranfmit  the  Iheets  from  the  pre(s,  correft  it  for 

*  you,  and  will  take  the  trouble  of  altering  any  ftrokc 

*  of  fatire  which  you  may  diflikc. 

*  By  exerting  on  this  occaCon  your  ufual  generofity, 

*  you  will  not  ooly  encourage  learning  and  relieve 

*  diftrels, 
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'  difirefs,  but  (though  it  be  in  conqiar^bn  of  theochcr 
'  motives  of  very  (inall  aceount)  akA'ige  in  a  voy  fen. 
'  iible  maaoer.  Sir, 

*  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

*  Sam.  Johmsow.* 

«  Sir,  Monday,  No.  6,  Caftle-ftrect. 

*  I  am  to  return  you  thanks  for  die  prefent  you 
'  were   fo  kind  to  fend  me,  and  to  intreat  that  you 

*  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  me,  by  the  Pcnny-Poft, 

*  whether  you  refolve  to  print  the  poem.  If  you 
'  pleafe  to  fend  it  me  by  the  poft,  with  a  note  to 
'  Dodfley,  I  will  go  and  read  the  lines  to  hiin>  that 
'  we  may  have  his  confent  to  put  hb  name  in  the 
'  title  page.  As  to  the  printing,  if  it  can  be  fet  im- 
'  mediately  about,  1  will  be  ib  lyiuch  the  author's 
'  friend,  as  not  to  content  myfelf  with  mere  iblicita- 
'  tions  in  his  favour.  I  propofe,  if  my  calculation  be 
'  near  the  truth,  to  engage  for  the  reimburfement  rf 
'  all  that  you  fhall  lofe  by  an  imprelEon  of  500,  pra- 
'  vided,  as  you  very  generoufly  propofc,  that  the  pro- 
'  fit,  if  any,  be  fet  afide  for  the  author's  ufe,  excepting 
'  the  prefent  you  made,  which,  if  hebeag^er,itis 
'  fit  he  JhouJd  repay.  I  beg  you  will  let  one  of  your 
■  fervants  write  an  exaft  account  of  the  expence  of  fuch 

'  an  impretTion,  and  fend  it  with  the  poem,  that  I 
'  may  kiiow  what  I  engage  for.  I  am  very  fenfible, 
'  from  your  generoOty  on  this  occafion,  of  your  regard 
'  to  learning,  even  in  its  unhappieltftate}  and  cannot 
'  but  think  tich  a  temper  deferving  of  the  gratitude 
'  of  thofc,  who  fuffer  fo  often  from  a  contrary  difpo-t 

*  iition.  '  I  am.  Sir, 

'  Tour  moft  humble  fervant, 

*  Sam.  Johnson.* 

*'  Johniba 
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Johnfon  and  Dodfley  were  ibon  agreed ;  the  price 
afked  by  the  one  and  affented  to  by  the  other,  was>  as 
I  have  been  informed,  fifty  pounds ;  a  reward  for  his 
labour  and  ingenuity,  that  induced  Johnfon  ever  a6:er 
to  call  Dodfley  his  patron.  It  is  pretty  certain  that 
in  his  offer  of  the  poem  to  Dodfley,  Cave  ftipuUtcd  for 
the  printing  of  it,  for  it  came  abroad  in  the  year  above- 
mentioned  with  the  name  of  Cave  as  the  printer, 
though  without  that  of  the  author.  Ixrd  Lyttelton, 
the  inftant  it  was  publiflied,  carried  it  in  rapture  to 
Mr.  Pope,  who,  having  read  it,  commended  it  highly, 
and  was  very  importunate  with  Dodfley  to  know  the 
author's  name ;  but,  that  being  a  fecret  the  Utter  was 
bound  not  to  reveal.  Pope  afliired  him  that  he  could 
BOt  long  be  unknown,  recolIc6Ung,  perhaps,  a  pafliage 
recorded  of  Milton,  who,  feeing  a  beautiful  young 
lady  pafs  him  whom  he  never  had  feen  before,  turned 
CO  look  at  her,  and  faid,  *  Whoever  thou  art,  thou 
"*  canft  not  long  be  concealed.' 

The  topics  of  this  fpirited  poem,  fo  far  as  it  rcfpefts 
this  country,  or  the  time  when  it  was  written,  are  evi- 
dently drawn  from  thofe  weekly  publications,  which, 
»  anfwcr  the  view  of  a  malevolent  faftion,  firft  created, 
and  for  fome  years  fupported,  a  diftinftion  between  the 
.interefts  of  the  government  and  the  people,  under  the 
fevcral  denominations  of  the  court  and  the  country 
parties  :  thcfe  publications  were  carried  on  under  the 
dircftion  of  men,  profefling  themfelves  to  be  whigs  and 
friends  of  the  people,  in  a  paper  intitled,  *  The  Country 
'Journal  or  the  Craftfman,'  now  defervedly  forgotten, 
the  end  whereof  was,  to  blow  the  flame  of  national 
difcontent,  to  delude  the  honeft  and  well-meaning 
people  of  this  country  into  a  belief  that  the  miniftier 
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"Was  its  greateft  enemy,  and  that  his  opponents,  only, 
meant  itswelfare.  To  this  end  it  was  necefiary  to  fiir- 
nifh  them  with  fubjefts  of  complaint,  and  thcfc  were 
plentifully  di0eminated  among  them;  the  chief  of 
them  were,  that  fcience  was  unrewarded,  and  the  ana 
neglefted  j  that  the  objefts  of  our  politics  were  peace 
and  the  cxtenlion  of  commerce  ;  that  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  was  unequally  divided,  for  that,  while  fbme 
were  poor,  others  were  able  to  raife  palaces  and  pur- 
chafe  manors  ;  that  reftraints  were  lud  on  the  (ixge  t 
that  the  land  was  plundered,  and  the  nation  cheattd  i 
our  fenatOTS  hirelings,  and  our  nobility  venal ;  and, 
laftly,  that  in  his  vifits  to  his  native  country,  the  king 
drained  this  of  its  wealth. 

That  Johnfon  lias  adt^ted  thefe  vulgar  complaints* 
his  poem  muft  witncfs.  I  fliall  nM  take  upon  me  K> 
demonflrate  the  fallacy  of  moft  of  the  charges  contwi- 
cd  in  it,  nor  animadvert  on  the  urickednefs  of  thofe, 
who,  to  effeft  their  own  ambitious  defigns,  fcruple 
not  to  oppofe  the  beft  endeavours  of  the  pcrfon  in 
power,  nor  (hall  I  mark  the  folly  of  thofe  who  fuffer 
chemfelves  to  be  fo  deluded :  the  fuccelCon  of  knave 
to  knave,  and  fool  to  fool,  is  hereditary  and  inter-' 
minable:  our  fathers  were  deceived  by  the  pre- 
tcn5ons  of  falfe  patriots ;  the  deluHon  Hopped  not 
witft  their  children,  nor  will  it  with  our's. 
'  The  publication  of  this  poem  was  of  little  advan- 
tage to  Johnfon,  other  than  the  relief  of  his  immediat* 
wants:  it  procured  him  fame,  but  no  patronage. 
He  was  therefore  difpofed  to  embrace  any  other  pro- 
fpcA  of  advantage  that  might  of{er  j  for,  a  Ihon  time 
after,  viz.  in  Augult  173S,  hearing  that  the  mafter- 
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ih^  of  Appleby  fchcpol  in  Leiceftenlhire  was  become 
vacant,  he,  by  the  advice  of  Sir  Thomas  Gricfly  a 
Derbyshire  baronet,  and  other  friends,  went  to  Appleby, 
and  offered  himfelf  as  a  candidate  for  that  employment; 
but  the  ftatuees  of  the  fchool  requiring,  that  the  perfon 
choien  fliould  be  a  Mafter  of  Arts,  his  application  was 
checked.  To  get  over  this  difficulty,  he  found  means 
to  obt^  from  the  late  Lx>rd  Gower,  a  letter  to  a 
friend  of  his,  Ibliciting  his  intereft  with  Dean  Swift 
towards  procwlng  him  a  mailer's  degree  frmn  the 
univerfity  of  Dublin:  the  letter  has  appeared  in  print, 
but  with  amiftaken  date  of  the  year,  viz.  1737  j  for  it 
meoQons  Johnlbn's  being  the  author  of  the  poem  of 
'  London,'  which,  as  I  have  above  fixed  it,  was  writ- 
tai  in  1738.    It  is  as  foUo^tn : 

'  Sir, 

*  Mr.  Samuel  Jdhnfon,  (author  of  Ijondon  a  fatire, 

*  and  fome  other  poetical  pieces,)  is  a  native  of  this 
■  country,  and  much  refpcfted  by  fome  worthy  gen- 

*  demen  in  his  neighbourhood,  who  are  truftees  of  a 

*  charityfchoolnow  vacant, the  certainfataryofwhich 

*  is  60I.  per  year,  of  which  they  are  defirous  to  make 

*  him  maAier ;  but,  unfortunately,  he  Is  nu  capable  of 
'  receiving  their  bounty,  which  would  make  hini  hap- 

*  py  for  life,  by  not  being  a  Matter  of  Arts,  which,  by 

*  the  ftatutes  of  this  fchool,  die  matter  of  it  mutt 
'be. 

•  Now  thefe  gentlemen  do  me  the  honour  to  think, 
'  that  I  have  interett  enough  in  you  to  prevail  upon 

*  you  to  wriec  to  Dean  Swift, to  pcrfiiade  the  univerfity 

*  o(  Dublin  to  fend  a  diploma  to  me,  conJ^tuting  this 

*  poor  man  Matter  of  Arts  in  their  univerfity.    They 

*  highly 


0,  Google 


Br.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  tfj 
'  highly  cxtcrf  dw  man's  letming  and  probity>  and  wilt 
'  not  be  perfuaded  that  the  untverfirf  will  make  anf 
'  difficulty  of  coi^emng  fuch  a  farour  upon  aftrangcr, 
'  if  he  is  recommended  by  the  Dean.    They  fay  he 

*  is  not  afraid  of  the  ftriifteft  examination>  though  bs 

*  is  of  To  long  X  journey*  and  will  venture  it  if  ^ 
'  Dean  thinks  it  necen*^,  cboofuig  radier  to  die  upoai 

*  the  road,  than  to  be  ftarved  to  death  in  tranflatiog 
'  for  bookfeller5,whtw-has  been  his  only  fubiiftence 

*  for  fome  time  pall. 

*  I  fear  there  is  more  diiBculty  in  this  affair  than 

*  thefe  good-natured  gendemen  apprehend,  efpccially, 

*  as  their  eleftion  cannot  be  delayed  longer  than  the 

*  I  ith  of  next  month.     If  you  fee  this  matter  in  the 

*  fame  light  that  it  i^pears  to  me,  I  h(^  you  will 
'  bum  this  and  pardon  me  for  giving  you  fo  much 

*  trouble  about  an  impracticable  thing ;   but  if  you 

*  think  there  is  a  probability  of  obtaining  the  farour 

*  afked>  1  am  fure  your  hununity  and  propenfity  to 
'  relieve  merit  in  difljefs,  will  bcline  you  to  fervc  the 

*  poor  man,  Trithout  my  adding  any  more  to  the  trou- 
'  ble  I  have  already  ^ren  you,  than  aiTaring  you  that 

*  I  am,  with  great  tru:h, 

'  Sir, 
*  Your  faithful  humble  fcrvant, 

•  Trentham,  Auguft  i,  1737.  GowiR.*' 

If  ever  Johnfon  had  reafon  to  lament  the  ftiortnefs 
of  his  ftayattheuniverfity,  it  was  now.  The  want  of 
an  honour,  which,  after  a  (hort  efflux  of  yeSh,  is  con-, 
ferred  almoft  of  courfe,  was,  at  this  crifis,  his  greateft 
misfortune  :  it  ftood  between  him  and  the  acquifitioa 
of  an  income  of  60I-  a  year,  in  a  country  and  at  a 
1 1  cim^ 
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dme  that  made  it  equivalent  to  a  inuch  larger  fdnl 
at  prcfent. 

The  letter  of  Lord  Gower  fwling  of  its  effe£t^ 
Johnfon  returned  to  London,  refolving  on  a  vigorous 
effort  to  fupply  his  wants :  this  was  a  tranflation  into 
Englifli  of  Father  Paul's  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of 
Trent*:  ^efoimer  by  Sir  Nathaniel  Brent,  though  a 
faithful  one,  being,  in  the  judgment  of  fome  perfons, 
rather  obfolete.  Johnfon  was  well  enough  Ikilled  in  the 
Italian  language  for  the  undertaking,  and  was  encou- 
n^d  to  it  by  many  of  his  friends ;  as  namely,  Mr. 
Walmfley,  Mr.  Caflon  the  letter-founder,  Mr.  [after- 
Trards  Dr.]  Birch,  and  others  j  but  he  chofe  to  make 
it  a  joint  project,  and  take  Cave  into  the  adventure, 
who,  as  the  work  proceeded,  advanced  him  finall 
fums,  at  two  or  three  guineas  a  week,  amounting  o>- 
gcther  to  near  fifty  pounds.-f 

It  h^pened  at  this  time  that  another  perfon  of  the 
iame  chriftian  and  fumame,  the  then  keeper  of  Dr. 
Tenifon's  library  in  St.  Martin's  parifh,  had  engaged 
in  the  like  defign,  and  was  fupported  therein  by  Dr. 
Zachary  Pearce,  and  alfo  by  moft  of  the  bifi. :  ps,  and 
by  many  of  the  dignified  clergy,  which  being  the  cafe, 
the  folicitations  in  behalf  of  the  two  verfions  crolTed 

*  Vide  GcDt.  Mag.  for  Jan.  178$,  page  6. 

+  Propofab  for  publifhing  it  were  advertifed  in  the  Weekly  Mif- 
cellany  of  z  I  ft  Od.  1738,  in  the  foliowing  ternu  ;  •  Juft  publifli- 
'  ed,  propofati  Sot  printing  the  Hillory  of  the  Council  of  Trent, 

•  tranflated  from  the  Italian  of  Father  Paul  Saf-pi,  with  the  author's 

•  life,  aiid  notes  Theological,  Hillorical  and  Critical,  from  the 
'  French  edition  of  Dr.  Le  Courayer.  To  which  are  added,  ob- 
'  fervations  on  the  hiftory  and  notes ;  and  Utullratioiis  from  various 
'  authorsi  both  printed  and  manufcript,  by  S.  Johnfon.  in  two  vo- 

•  lumcs  quarto.' 

2  each 
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each  other,  and  rendered  both  aborave.  Twelve 
quarto  fheets  of  Johnitm's  were  printed  oflTj  but  what 
became  o(  the  other  is  not  known.  This  diiappoint- ' 
ment,  however  mortifyuig,  did  not  hinder  Johnfbn 
£THn  profccudng  a  part  of  his  original  defign>  and 
writing  the  life  of  the  author,  which,  mth  the  afliftaace 
c^  a  life  of  him,  written  by  an  Italian  nobleman, 
whofe  name  I  could  never  learn,  and  publilhed  in  a 
cl(^dy  printed  duodecimo,  he  was  enabled  to  complete, 
and  in  an  abridgment  to  inlert  in  Cave's  Mag^ 
zinc. 

Various  other  prt^efts  abchjt  this  time  did  he  fbmi 
of  pubUcati(»is  on  literajy  fubjeds,  which,  in  a  fubfe~ 
quenf  p^,  bj  the  help  of  a  lift  in  his  own  hand-writ- 
ing, I  have  enumerated,  but  they  were  either  blai^ 
by  otherpuUications<^a  funilarnature,  or  abandoned 
for  want  of  encouragement. 

However,  that  he  mic^t  not  be  Kitally  unemployed. 
Cave  engaged  him  to  unde^  :9ke  a  tr#it(laoon  of  an  Ex-i 
amen  of  Pope's  Eflay  on  Man,  written  by  Mr.  Croufaz, 
a  pn^e£R»^  in  Switzeriand,  who  had  acquired  Tome 
eminence  by  a  treadfe  on  Ijoffc  of  his  writing,  and 
alio,  by  his  Examen  de  PyrrhoniCne  -,  and  of  whom 
Johnfon,  after  obferving  that  he  was  no  mean  anta- 
gonift,  has  given  this  charafler: — *  His  mind  was  one 

*  of  thofe  in  which  philofophy  and  piety  arc  happily 
'  united.    He  was  accuftomed  to  argument  and  difqui- 

*  fition,  and  perhaps  was  grown  too  dcfiroua  of  deteft- 

*  ing  faults,  but  his  intention  was  always  right,  his 

*  opinions  were  folid,  and  his  religbn  pure.     His  in- 

*  ccffant  vigilance  for  the  promotion  of  piety  difpofcd 

*  him  to  look  with  diftruft  upon  all  metaphyfical  fyfr 

*  terns  of  Theology,  and  all  fchemes  of  virtue  and  hap- 

*  pinels  purely  rational ;  and  therefore,  it  was  not  long 

Vol.  I.  F  (befoi* 

D.a.t.zsdbyGOOg[C 


S6  THELIFEDF 

'  bdbre  he  ms  peiiuaded  chat  the  pofttram  of  Pope* 

'  as  they  terminated  for  the  moft  part  in  natural  rcli- 

*  gion,  were  intended  to  draw  mankind  away  from 
'  Revelation,  and  to  rcprefent  ihc  whole  courfc  of 
'  things  as  a  necellaiy  concatenation  of  indiilbluble 

*  fatality;  and  it  is  undeniable,  that  in  many  palBigcs, 

•  a  religious  eye  may  cafily  dilcover  expreflions  not 

*  very  fevour^Ie  to  morals  or  to  liberty.'* 

.  The  Fc^mtsdon  of  the  Eflay  on  Man  fbon  after  its 
pnbtication  invited  a  tranflation  of  it  into  Frpnch, 
«4iich  was  undertaken  and  completed  by  the  Abb6 
Refiiel,  and  falling  uito  the  hands  of  Croufaz,  drew 
from  him  firft  a  general  cenlure  of  die  principles 
maintained  hi  the  poem,  and  afterwards,  a  commen- 
tary thereon  containing  piuiicular  remarks  on  every 
paragr^h.  The  former  of  thefe  it  was  that  Johnfon 
tranllated,  as  appears  by  the  following  letter  of  his  to 
Cave,  which  is  rcndoed  fomewhat  remarkable  by  his 
ftiUng  himfelf  Imfrm^us, 

*  Dear  Sir, 

*  I  am  pretty  much  of  your  opinion,  that  the  Com- 

•  mentary  cannot  be  profecutcd  with  any  appearance 
'  of  fucccfs ;  for,  as  die  names  of  the  authors  con- 

*  ccrned  are  of  more  weight  in  the  performance  tharv 

■  its  own  intrinfic  merit,  the  public  will  be  foon  fatia-   ■ 

•  fied  mth  it.    And  I  think  the  Examen  Ihould  be 

•  pulhed  forward  with  the  utmoft  expedition.  Thus^ 
•*  This  day,  &c.  AnExamenofMr.  Pope'sciTay,  &c. 
"  containing  a  fuccinft  accoxmt  of  the  pMlofofJiy  of 
"  Mr.  Leibnitz  on  the  fyftem  of  the  Fataiifts,  with  a 

•  Life  of  Pope  aoiong  dw  po«s. 

%  "  confutadon 
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•*  cof^utadon  of  thdr  opinions,  and  an  itlullfadon  of 
"  the  doftrineof  Free-will,"  mth  what  eUfc  you  think 

*  iMx>per. 

•  It  will,  above  all,  be  neccflary  to  take  notice, 

■  that  it  is  a  thing  diftinftfrom  the  Cwnmcntary, 

*  I  was  fo  far  from  im^ning  they  [the  compofitors] 

*  ftood  ftillj  that  I  conceived  thentrto  have  a  good  deal 

*  beforehand,  and  therefore  was  lefs  aiuuous  in  f»o*- 

*  vidrng  them  mwe.    But  if  ever  tiiejr  ftand  ffiU  on 
'  *  my  account,  it  muft  doubtlds  be  charged  to  me ; 

■  and  whatever  eife  will  be  reaftHiable  I  ftiall  not  op- 

■  pofe ;  but  beg  a  fufpenfe  of  judgment  till  morning, 

*  when  I  muft  intreat  you  to  fend  me  a  dozen  propofali, 

*  and  you  ftiail  then  have  copy  to  fparc. 

'  I  am,  Sir,  your's,  imfrai^ust 

*  Sam.  Johnson.' 

Johnfon's  tranflatidn  of  the  C»men  was  printed  by 
Cave,  and  came  abroad,  but  without  a  name,  in  Nd- 
vembcr,  1738,  bearing  the  tide  erf,  'An  Examination 
'  of  Mr,  Pope's  Effay  on  Man,  containing  a  fiiccinft 

*  view  of  the  fyftem  of  the  Fatalifts,  and  a  confutation 

*  of  their  opinions ;  with  an  ilJullration  bf  the  dodrtne 
'  of  Free- Will,  and  an  enquiry  what  view  Mr.  Pope 
'  might  have  in  rouchir^  upon  the  'Leibnit2ian  Philo- 

*  fophy  and  Fatalifm.     By  Mr.  Croufaz,  profeflbr  of 

*  Philtrfbphy  and  Mathematics  at  Laufanne,  6cc.' 

All  the  world  knows  that  the  Eflay  on  Man  was 
compofcd  from  the  diftamen  of  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
and  it  is  litde  lefs  notorious  chat  Pope  was  but  mean- 
ly ikilled  in,  that  fort  of  learning  to  which  the  fubjeft 
of  his  poem  related :  he  had  not  been  converfant  with 
the  writings  or  opinions  of  the  difra^nt  fefts  of  phi- 
F  2  lofophers 
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lofophers  of  whom  fomc  maintained  and  others  denied 
the  freedom  of  the  will,  and  knew  little  more  of  the 
arguments  for  and  againll  human  liberty  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  what  is  called  Necellicy,  than  he  was  able 
to  gather  from  the  controvcrfy  between  Anthony 
Collins  and  his  opponents,  or  that  between  Dr.  Clarke 
and  Leibnitz.  He  was  therefore  unable  co  defend 
what  he  had  written,  and  ftood  a  dead  mark  for  his 
adverfaries  to  (hoot  at.  Fortunate  for  him  it  was» 
diat  at  this  crifis  there  was  living  fuch  a  pcrfon  as  Mr. 
^Varburtoo)  and  Pope  had  for  all  the  reminder  of  his 
Jife-reafon  to  reflef):  with  pleafure  on  the  accident  that 
brou^t  them  acquainted}  and  which  I  will  prefently 
relate. 

Warburton's  origin  and  rife  into  literary  reputation 
are  iM*etty  well  known.  He  had  ferved  a  clerkfhip  to 
an  attorney  the  town-clerk  of  Newark  upon  Trent, 
and  for  a  fhort  time  was  himfclf  a  praftifer  in  that 
profelTion  j  but  having  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  learning, 
he  determined  to  quit  it,  and  purfue  a  courfe  of  ftudy 
fuch  as  was  neceflary  to  qualify  him  for  the  minifterial 
fuoAion,  and  having  completed  it,  got  admitted  into 
holy  orders,  and  fettled  in  London,  where,  upon  his 
arrival,  he  became  acquwnted  with  fome  of  the  inferior 
wits,  Concannen,  Theobald,  and  others  the  enemies  of 
Pope,  and  adopted  many  of  their' fendments.  In  a 
letter  to  the  former  of  thefe  he  writes,    '  Dryden  I 

*  obferve  borrows  for  want  of  leifure,  and  Pope  for 
'  want  of  genius  -,   Milton  out  of  pride,  and  Addi- 

*  fon  out  of  modefty ;'  further  he  afiifted  Theobald 
with  notes  on  many  pafTages  in  his  edition  of  Shake- 
fpeare,  which  charge  Mr.  Pope  with  'ignorance,  and 
incapacity  for  the  ofHce  of  an  editor. 

But 
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But  leaving  literal  criticirm  to  thefe  his  firft  aflbci- 
ates,  Warburton  betook  hunfelf  to  ftudies  of  greater 
hnportance,  and  before  the  publication  of  the  Examen 
of  the  Eflay  on  Man^  had  made  himfelf  known,  as  an 
original  thinker>  bv  his  Divine  IJegadon  of  Mofes,  a 
work  which,  as  it  met  with  great  oppofition,  gave  him 
occalion  to  difplay  a  fingular  talent  in  controvcrfy. 
As  there  was  nothing  congenial  in  the  minds  of  him 
and  Pope,  they  neither  of  them  fou^t  the  acquain- 
tance of  the  other,  but  mere  chance  brought  them  to- 
gether, a  chance  fo  propitious  to  Warburton's  fortunes 
that  it  became  an  epoch  in  his  life,  and  was  the  leading 
circumftance  to  his  becoming  the  owner  of  a  fair  cftate, 
and  his  promotion  to  a  bifhopric. 

The  friendlhip  of  thefe  two  peribns  had  its  com- 
mencement in  that  bookfcUer's  Ihop  which  is  fituatc 
on  the  Weft:  fide  of  the  gate-way  leading  down  the 
Inner  Temple-lane.  Warburton  had  fome  dealings 
with  Jacob  Robinfon  the  publifher,  to  whom  the  Ihop 
belonged,  and  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  drawn 
chere  on  buftne^ ;  Pope  might  have  a  call  of  the  like 
kind  :  however  that  be,  there  they  met,  and  entering 
into  a  conveifation  which  was  not  foon  ended,  con- 
ceived a  mutual  liking,  and  as  we  may  fuppolc,  plighted 
their  faith  to  each  other.  The  fruit  of  this  interview 
and  the  fubfcquent  communications  of  the  parties  was, 
the  publication,  in  November  1739)  of  a  pamphlet 
with  this  tide,  *  A  Vindication  of  Mr.  Pope's  Eflay 

•  on  Man.    By  the  author  of  the  Divine  Legation 

•  of  Mofes.     ]?rinted  for  J.  Robinfon.' 

Whether  or  not  Croufaz  ever  replied  to  this  vindi- 
cation, I  am  not  at  leifiire  to  enquire.    I  incline  to 
F  3  think 
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think  he  did  not,  and  that  the  controvcrfy  rcfted  on 
^e  foot  of  the  Exameo  and  the  Commentary  on  the 
one  part,  and  die  Vindication  on  the  other.  In  the 
year  1743,  Johnfon  took  it  into  his  head  to  review 
the  argument,  and  became  a  moderator  in  a  difpute 
vhich,  on  the  fide  of  Warburton,  had  been  conduced 
vith  a  great  degree  of  that  indignation  and  contempt 
of  his  adyerfary,  which  is  vifible  in  nioft  of  his  writ-, 
jngs.  This  he  did  in  two  letters  fevcrally  publifh^  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  the  montlis  of  March 
^uid  November  in  the  above  year,  with  a  promife  of 
more,  but  proceeded  no  farther  than  to  ftate  the  fen- 
timents  of  Mr.  Croufaz  refpefting  the  poem,  from  a 
feeming  convitftion  that  he  was  difcuITing  an  uninter-i 
cfiing  queftion. 

Johnfon  had  already  tried  his  hand  at  political  fatlrc, 
and  had  fucceeded  in  it  -,  and  though  no  new  occafion 
ofiered,  he  was  either  urged  by  diftrefs  or  prompted 
by  that  clamour  againft  the  minifter  which  in  the  year 
1739  was  become  very  loud,  to  join  in  the  popular 
cry,  and  as  it  were,  to  carry  war  into  his  own  quarters. 
This  he  did  in  a  pamphlet,  intitled,  *  Mamior  Norfol-- 

*  cienfe,  or  an  eflay  on  an  ancient  prophetical  infcrip- 

*  tion,  in  Monkifh  rhyme,  lately  difcovered  near  Lynn 

*  in  Norfolk,  by  Probus  Britannicus.' 

.  This  mode  of  fatire,  the  publication  of  prophecies 
adapted  to  the  incidents  of  the  time  when  written,  and 
not  fo  genuine  as  that  of  Nixon,  the  Cheffaire  feer, 
which  fome  thought  was  fulfilled  in  1745,  is  not  an 
invention  fo  new  as  many  may  think.  In  fome  in- 
ftanccs  it  has  been  a  mere  exercife  of  wit  j .  in,  others 
it  has  been  ufed  as  a  means  to  t^qxe  a  people  to 
fcdition, 
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redition.  Under  the  firft  cU{s  is  noted  that  mentioned 
by  Lord  Bacon  i 

•  When  Hempe  is  fpun, 

*  Er^liand's  done  j' 

whereby,  as  his  tordfhip  fays,  it  was  generally  con- 
ceived>  that  after  the  princes  had  reigned  which  had 
the  .principal  letters  of  tliat  word  Hempe,  (which 
were  Henry,  Edward,  Mary,  Piiilip  and  Elizabetli) 
England  fiiould  come  to  utter  confuTion;  which,  adds 
he,  thanks  be  to  God,  is  verified  only  in  the  change, 
of  name,  for  the  king's  ftile  is  now  no  more,  of  Eng- 
land, but  of  Britain.  Of  the  latter  ;clafs  of  feigned 
prt^hecies  many  have,  withiu  thefc  few  years,  been 
publiflied  by  authors  who  had  dot  wit  enough  to 
put  them  into  rerfe. 

The  infcription  mentioned  in  the  title-page  of  the 
Marmor  Norfolcienfe,  as  alfo  the  relation  of  the  man- 
ner of  finding  it,  are,  as  will  be  readily  fuppofed,  equally 
fi£titious,  as  the  fole  end  of  writing  and  publiihing  it 
va  to  g^ve  occaGon  for  a  comment,  which  fhould 
concentrate  all  the  topics  of  popular  difcontent :  ac- 
cordingly it  is  inlinuated,  becaufe  an  aA  of  parliament 
had  then  lately  palTed,  by  which  it  was  enafted  that  ai} 
law  proceedings  fhould  be  in  Engliih,  that  therefore 
few  lawyers  underftood  Latin  ;  and  the  people  are 
taught  to  look  on  the  defcendants  of  the  Princefs  So- 
phia as  intruders  of  yeftcrday,  receiving  an  eftatc  by 
voluntary  grant,  and  erefting  thereon  a  claim  of  here- 
ditary right.  The  explanation  of  the  {prophecy,  which 
is  all  ironical,  refolves  itfelf  into  an  inveftive  againlt 
a  Handing  army,  a  ridicule  of  the  balance  of  power* 
complaints  of  the  inaftivity  of  the  Britifli  lion,  an4 
;hat  the  Hanover  Korie  was  fuffered  to  fuck  his  blood. 
F  4  A  pvb-r 
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^'  A  publication  fo  inflammatoty  as  diis,  could  hardly 
efcape  die  notice  of  any  government,  under  which  the 
legal  idea  of  a  libel  might  be  fuppoTed  to  exift.  Th« 
principles  it  contained  were  fuch  as  the  Jacobites  of  the 
time  openly  avowed :  and  warrants  were  ifTued  and 
mcffengers  employed  to  apprehend  the  author,  who, 
though  he  had  forborne  to  fubfcribe  his  name  to  the 
pamphlet,  the^gilanceof  thofe  in  purfuit  of  him  had 
difcovered.  To  elude  the  fearch  after'  him,  he,  toge- 
ther with  lus  wife,  took  an  obfcure  lodging  in  a  houfe 
in  Lambeth  marfh,  and  lay  there  concealed  till  die  fcent 
after  him  was  grown  cold. 

In  the  fame  year,  1739^  an  event  arofe  that  gave  oc> 
cafion  to  Johnfon  ^in  to  exercife  his  talent  of  fatke  i 
viz.  the  refulal  of  a  licence  for-a£ting  a  tragedy  ind- 
tled, '  Guftavus  Vafa,  or  the  deliverer  of  his  country,' 
written  by  Henry  Brooke,  to  account  for  which  fceming 
injury,  fome  previous  information,  fuch  as  I  am  now 
about  to  give,  appears  neceflary. 

The  places  for  theatrical  reprefentadons  in  diis 
country  were  anciendy  the  kite's  palace,  and  the  man- 
fions  of  the  nobUity ;  but,  as  the  loveof  them  increafed, 
taverns  and  other  public  houfcs  in  different  parts  of  the 
city  and  fuburbs,  were  fitted  up  for  the  purpofe,  and 
qalled  play-houfes.  Theufurparion  and  theprinciples 
of  the  rimes  put  a  ftop  to  ftage  entertainments:  at  the 
reftoration  they  were  revived,  and  the  places  for  repre- 
fentarion  conftnifted  in  the  form  of  theatres:  dieir 
number,  at  no.  time  after  that  period,  exceeded  four, 
and  in  the  year  1728,  and  long  before,  it  was  reduced 
I  to  three,  namely,  Drury  lane,  Lincoln's-inn  fields,. 
Mid  die  French  playhoufe  in  the  Hay-market,  In  that 
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year,  a  man,  of  the  name  of  Odell,  took  a  throwfter"* 
fliop  in  Ayliffe  ftreet,  Goodman's  fields,  and  collefting 
together  a  number  of  ftroiling  players  of  both  fexcs, 
opened  it  as  a  theatre.  Its  condguity  w  the  city, 
loon  made  it  a  place  of  great  refort,  and  what  was  ap- 
prehended from  the  advertifement  of  plays  to  be  ex- 
hibited in  that  quarm-  of  the  town,  ibon  followed :  the 
adjacent  boufes  became  taverns,  in  name,  but  in  truth 
they  were  houfes  of  lewd  refort  •;  and  the  former  oc- 
cupiers of  them,  ufeful  manu&fturers  and  induftrious 
artificers,  were  driven  to  leek  elfewhere  for  a  refidence. 
In  die  courfe  of  the  entertainments  of  this  place,  the 
manager  ventured  «>  exhibit  fbme  few  new  plays  j 
among  the  reft  a  tragedy,  intidcd,  '  King  Charles  the 
.*  Firft,'  containing  fentiments  fuited  to  the  charaflers 
of  fepublicans>  feftaries  and  enthufialls,  and  afceniad 
reprefenradoQ  of  the  events  of  that  prince's  diiaftroua 
reign,  better  forgotten  than  remembered.  Sober  per- 
fons  thought  that  the  revival  of  the  memory  of  paft 
tnui(a£tions  of  fuch  a  kind  as  theft  were,  woidd  ferve 
no  good  purpofe,  but,  on  the  contrary,  perpetuate 
that  enmity  between  the  friends  to  and  opponents  of 
our  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  eftablifhment,  which  they 

'  I  once,  wlulc  I  wai  duinnan  of  the  Middlefex  leffioiu,  tried 
Ma  indidment  for  a  riot  committed  in  one  of  thefe  coffee-honfet, 
and  in  the  couHe  of  the  evidence  difcovered,  tha.t  it  waj  kept 
by  a  woman,  a  ftifF  qnaker,  and  was  llrangely  puzzled  to  re- 
condle  in  my  mind  fncha  Colecifin  in  manners  u  the  profeT- 
£on  of  parity  with  the  pradice  of  tewdneft.  She  appeared  in 
court  in  the  plain  and  neat  garb  of  the  people  of  that  perfuafion, 
and  was  the  wife  of  a  feafaring  man,  who  being  abroad,  had  left 
her  to  porfne  this  lawlefs  occupation.  I  reproved  her  for  hercourfe 
of  liii),  but  could  not  make  her  &n£blc  that  it  wa**  (canda- 
k>Dir 
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had  herecofcff'e  excited ;  and  for  fufioing  ftKrh  repre* 
ientations  as  thefe,  they  execrated  not  fo  much  the 
author  as  the  itianager.  In  this  inilance,  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  public  was  iU-dire£ted :  the  arguments 
arifing  &om  this  llippofed  abuie  of  hiftrionical  liberty 
were  not  local  j  they  proved  too  much,  and  rather  ^- 
plied  to  ftage  entertunments  in  general  than  to  the 
conduft  of  a  particular  manner. 

But  others  looked  on  this  new-ere^ed  theatre  with 
an  eye  more  penetrating :  the  merchants  of  London^  ^ 
then  a  grave  fagacious  body  of  men,  found  that  it  was 
s  temptation  to  idlenefs  and  to  pleafure  that  their  clerks 
could  not  ref^  :  they  regretted  to  fee  the  corruptions 
of  Covent-garden  extended,  and  the  feats  of  induftry 
hold  forth  allur^nents  to  vice  and  debauchery.  The 
principal  of  thefe  was  Sir  John  Barnard,  a  wife. and 
venerable  man,  and  a  good  citizen :  he,  as  a  magiftrate, 
had  for  fome  time  been  watching  for  fuch  information 
as  would  bring  the  actors  at  Goodman's-fields  play- 
houfe  within  the  r^h  of  the  vagrant  laws  ;  but  none 
was  laid  before  him  that  he  could,  with  prudence,  aft 
upon.  At  length,  however,  an  opportunity  offered, 
^which.  he  not  only  embraced,  but  made  an  admirable 
ufe  of:  Mr.  Henry  Fielding,  then  a  young  barrifter 
without  praftice,  a  dramatic  poet,  and  a  patriot,  under 
the  extreme  preffure  of  neceflity,  had,  in  the  year  1736, 
written  a  comedy,  or  a  farce,  we  may  call  it  cither  or 
both,  intitled,  *  Pafquin,'  a  dramatic  fatire  on  the 
times,  and  brought  it  on  th^  ftage  of  the  little  play- 
houfe  in  the  Hay-market,  which,  being  calculated  to 
encourage  popular  clamour,  and  containing  in  it  many 
refieftions  on  the  public  councils,  furnilhed  reafons  for 
bringing  a  bill  into  the  houfe  of  commons  for  prohibit- 
ing 
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ing  thcaAii^of  an7uit«4ude>tragec};r,.eQnKdr>opcra» 
play,  farce,  &c..  without  the  authority  of  faia  Mtycfty'^ 
fetters-patent  or  a  licence  from  the  lordKrhambcrlain. 
In  this  t»U  a  cUufe  wa9  inferfed  on  the  motion  of  Sir 
John  Barnard,  and  a  vny  judicious  one  it  #as,  by 
wluch  it  was  niade  penal,  even  with  any^  fuch  patent  or 
licence,  to  aft  or  reprcfeni  any  fuch  interlude.  Sec 
in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  except  in  the  city  of  W^-. 
minfter  and  fuch  otho*  places  as  his  M^cftyj  in  perfoi^ 
fhould  refide  in. 

Before  1737,  the  year  in  which  this  bill  waa  brought 
In,  the  property  of  Goodman'B'fickls  i^ayhoufe  bad 
pafled  inro  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Gi^rd,  who,  eit* 
couraged  by  a  fubfcription,  pulled  it  down,  and,  itnder 
the  diredbion  of  Shephard,  the  architect,  the  fame  that 
afterwards  built  Covent-garden  theatre,  had  ereAed  a 
new  one.  This  man,  while  the  biU  was4epending,  pe- 
titioned agajnft  it,  and,  in  his  printed  cafe,  reprefenod 
the  injury  he  was  likely  to  fuft^n :  all  the  fpecious  ar< 
guments  of  the  great  fums  he  had  expended  on  the  por- 
chafe  of  the  houfe,  and  rebuilding  it,  in  fcenes,  deaths, 
jScc  were  urged  with  their  utmoft  force,  and  his  right 
to  an  equivalent  flated ;  but  all  to  no  efic^ :  the  bill 
pafled,  and  the  ibtute  is  now  part  of  the  law  of  t^ 
land.  It  is  true,  an  evafion  of  it  was  afterwards  con- 
trived by  an  advertifement  of  a  concert,  with  a  pisf 
pvtn  gratis,  but  that  fubterfiige  was  foon  aban- 
doned. 

The  operation  of  this  ftatute  was  two-fold ;  it  liib- 
jeAed  tl^trical  reprcfentattons  to  a  licence,  and  fup- 
prelled  A  nuifance.  And  here  let  me  obierve,  dutt 
although  of  plays  it  is  £ud  that  th<y  teach  morality,  and 
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of  the  ftage  that  it  is  the  mirror  of  human  life,  thefe 
idlertions  are  mere  declamation^  and  have  no  founda-  . 
tion  in  truth  or  experience :  on  the  contrary,  a  play- 
houfe,  andthe  r^ons  about  it,  are  the  very  hot-beds 
of  vice :  how  elfe  comes  it  to  pafs  that  no  fooner  is  a 
playhoufc  opened  in  any  part  of  the  kingdon»,  than  it 
becomes  fuirounded  by  an  halo  of  brotheb  f  Of  diis 
truth,  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  I  am  now  fpeak- 
Ing  of  has  had  experience ;,  one  parilh  alone,  adjacent 
thereto,  having  to  my  knowledge,  expended  the  fum 
of  1300I.  in  profecutions  for  the  purpofc  of  removing 
thofc  inhabitants,  whom,  for  inftniftion  in  the  fcience 
of  human  life,  the  playhoufe  had  drawn  thither. 

Mr.  Brooke,  the  author  above-mentioned,  having 
with  his  eyes  open,  and  the  (latuK  of  the  tenth  of 
Georgi  the  fecond  ftaring  him  in  the  face,  written  a 
tragedy,  in  which,  as  will  be  prcfently  fhewn,  under 
pretence  of  a  laudable  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  he 
inculcates  principles,  not  only  anti-monarchical,  but 
fcarcely  confiftcnt  with  any  fyftem  of  civil  fubordina- 
tion ;  what  wonder  is  it,  that,  under  a  monarchical 
government,  a  licence  for  fuch  a  theatrical  reprefcn- 
tation  Ihould  be  refiifed  ?  or  that  fuch  a  refijfal  ihould 
be  followed  by  a  prohibition  of  the  acting  it  ? 

This  interpofirion  of  legal  authority  was  looked 
upon  by  the  author's  friends,  in  \rf»ich  nximber  were 
included  all  the  Jacobites  in  the  kingdom,  as  an  in- 
A'aftion  c^  a  natural  right,  and  as  affcAing  the  caufe  of 
liberty.  To  exprefs  their  refentmcnt  of  this  injury, 
they  advifed  him  to  fend  it  to  the  prefs,  and  by  a  fub- 
fcriptionto  thepublication,of  neara  thoufand  perfon^ 
encouraged  others  to  the  like  attempts.  By  means  of 
the  printed  copy  any  one  is  enabled  to  judge  of  its 
general 
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general  tendency,  and,  by  rcBefting  on  the  fenmienti 
inculcated  in  the  following  fpecchestha^into  be  found, 
to  meafure  the  injuAjce  done  him : 

Is  it  of  fate  that  he  who  aflumes  a  crown 
Throws  off  humanity  ? 

Beyond  the  fwceping  of  the  proudeft  tran 

That  Ihades  a  monarch's  heel,  I  prize  thefe  weed«» 

,     ■ ,    — ,        . .—  our  Dalecarlians 
Have  oft  been  known  ro  give  a  law  ro  kingi. 

Divide  and  ccmquer  is  the  fum  of  politics. 

■  if  thou  think'ft 

That  empire  is  of  titled  birth  or  blood  j 
That  n^ure,  in  the  proud  behalf  of  oo^ 
Shall  dilenfranchife  all  her  lordly  race. 
And  bow  her  general  iffue  to  the  yoke 
Of  private  domination.  Sec. 


'  thou  art  the  minifter. 


•  The  reverend  monitor  of  vice. 

The  fence  of  virtue  is  a  chief's  beft  caution ; 
And  the  firm  forety  of  my  people's  hearts 
Is  all  the  guard  chat  e'er  fhall  wait  Guflavus. 

The  dedication  to  the  play,  addiefled  to  the  fub- 
fcribers,  gives  the  reader  to  underftand,  that  the  au- 
thor had  '  ftudied  the  ancient  laws  of  his  country, 

*  though  not  conveifant  with  her  prefent  political  ftatc,' 
that  he  is  *  a  friend  to  national  liberty  and  perfonal  free- 

*  dom,'  (meaning  by  the  firft, '  a  ftate  refulting  frwn 

*  virtue  or  reafon  ruling  in  a  breaft  fuperior  to  appetite 
'  and  paflion,'  and,  by  the  laft,  *  a  fecurity  ariGng  from 

*  the  nature  of  a  well-ordered  conftitution,  for  thofe  ad- 

<  vantages 
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'  venttgCB  and  privileges  that  each  nun  has  a  rig^t  Ri 

*  byttHitributHigasamemberto  the  weal  of  that  com- 

*  munity  ;')  thefe  dedamcioiis  are  iritcripcrfcd'with  rc- 
fieftions  on  the  lord-chamberlain,  and  a  complaint 
that  his  tteatmem  of  the  author  *  was  fingular  and  un- 

*  precedented  i'  after  which  follows  an  effufion  of  patri- 
otic fendtneifts  fervingto'&ew;  thatantoAarcfa  or  head 
.fif  fuck  a  codtitution  as  he  above  has  defcribed,  is 

*  fceptered  in  the  hearts  of  his  people.' 

Upon  occaficm  of  this  publication,  J(Anfon  was  em- 
ployed by  one  Corbet,  a  bookfellcr  of  fmall  note,  to    • 
take  up  the  c»]fe  6(  this  injured  authtH*,  and  he  did  it 
in  a  pamphlet,  intitled,  *  A  Compleat  Vindication  of 

*  the  Licenfers  of  the  Stage  from  the  malicious  and 

*  fcandalous  afperfioM  of  Mr.  Brooke,  author   of 

*  Guftavus  Vafa.'  410.  1739. 

Criticifm  would  be  ill  employed  in  a  minute  exami- 
nation of  the  Marmor  Norfolcienfe,  and  the  Vindicati- 
on of  the  Licenfers  :  in  general  it  mayfufEce  to  fay  that 
they  are  both  ironical,  that  they  diipkynekhcr  learn' 
ing  nor  wit,  and  that  in  neither  of  them  is  there  to 
be  difcovered  a  fingl?  ray  of  that  brigands  which 
beams  fo  ftrongly  in  the  author's  moral  and  po- 
litical eO*ays.  Did  it  become  a  man  of  his  difcern- 
ment,  endowed  with  fuch  powers  of  reafoniiig  and 
eloquence  as  he  pofTcfied,  to  adopt  vulgar  preju- 
dice, or,  in  the  cant  of  the  oppofition,  to  ctamior 
againft  place-men,  and  penfioners  and  ftanding  ar- 
mies? to  ridicule  the  apprchenfion  of^that  invafioh 
in  favour  of  the  pretender,  which  himfelf,  but  a  few 
yeHn  after  became  a  witnefs  to,  or  to  compare  the 
Hnprobabllity  of  fuch  an  event  with  that  of  a  general 
infurreftion  of  all  who  were  prohibited  the  ufe  of  gin  ? 

Of 
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Of  a3i  the  modes  of  fatire,  I  know  none  fo  fertile 
&s  that  of  uninterrupted  irony.  The  rcafon  of  Ais 
fcons  to  be,  that  in  that  kindc^  writing  the  rathor  is 
compelled  to  advance  pofitions  which  no  reader  cmi 
think  he  believes,  and  to  put  queftions  that  can  be 
anfwered  in  but  one  way,  and  that  fuch  an  one  as 
thwajts  the  fenfe  of  the  propounder.  Of  this  kind  df 
intnrogatorits  the  pamphlet  I  fln>  fpe^ing  of  feems 
to  be  an  example  i  *  Is  the  man  without  penlion  or 

•  place  to  fufpeft  the  impartiality  or  the  judgment  of 

•  thofc  i«^K>  arc  entrufted  with  the  adminifh^on  «f 

•  public  affMrs  i    Is  he,  when  the  law  is  not  ftriftly 

•  obferved  in  regard  to  him,  to  tfiink  himfelf  ag^evecl, . 
'  to  tell  his  fentiments  in  print,  to  affert'his  claim  to 

•  better  ufage,  and  fly  for  redrds  to  ano&er  tri- 

•  bunal  ?'  ■ 

Who  does  not  fee  that  to  thcfe  fevers!  queries  the 
anfwer  muft  be  in  the  affirmative  ?  and,  if  fo,  the 
point  of  the  writer'swit  is,  in  this  inilance,  blunted,  and 
his  argument  baffled. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  mock  vindication  of  power, 
Johnfon  has  taken  a  wide  fc<^,  and  adopted  all  the 
■vulgar  topics  of  complaint  as  they  were  vented  weekly 
in  the  public  papers,  and  in  the  writings  of  Boling- 
iHoke,  flimfy  and  malignant  as  they  are.  And  here  let 
me  note  a  curious  fophifm  of  that  fuperficial  thinker, 
which  I  remember  to  have  feen  in  his  celelMiited  Diflcr- 
tadon  on  Parties  ;  but  which,  not  having  the  book  by 
mc,  1  cite  by  memory :  it  is  to  this  purpofe  :  '■  The 

•  advocates  of  theminifter,'  fayshisLordlhip,  *defyus 

•  tolhew,  that,  under  his  adminiftration,any  infraftion 

•  had  been  made  of  the  original  contraft.'  To  this  we 
anlwcr,  that  between  fuch  an  infraction  and  the  lofs  of 
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our  liberties,  there  can  no  poinc  of  time  intervene  i 

fuch  a  caufe  and  fuch  an  eSc&  being  Sa  dofcly  con- 

ncEttd,  that  we  cannot  fee  the  one  till  we  feel  the 

odier. 

Such  was  the  conduA  of  oppofition  at  this  titnci  and 
t>y  fuch  futile  arguments  as  the  above  were  the  filly 
people  o£  three  kingdoms  deluded  into  a  belief>  that 
their  liberties  were  in  danger,  and  that  nothing  could 
Jave  this  country  frcnn  impending  ruin,  and  that  the 
molt  formidable  of  all  the  evils  they  had  to  dread,  was 
die  continuance  of  die  then  adxiunillration,  of  which 
diey  had  nothing  worie  to  fay  than  chat  they  haud  it. 

The  truth  is,  that  Johnfon's  political  pr^udices  were 
a  mift  that  the  eye  of  his  judgment  could  not  penetrate : 
in  all  the  meafures  of  government  he  c6uld  fee  nothing 
light ;  nor  could  he  be  convinced,  in  his  inveflives 
againft  a  ftanding  army,  as  the  Jacobites  affected  to 
call  it,  that  the  peafantry  of  a  country  was  not  an  ade- 
quate defence  ag^nft  an  invafion  of  it  by  an  armed 
force.  He  almoft  afferted  in  terms,  that  the  fucceffion 
to  the  crown  had  been  illegally  interrupted,  and  that 
firom  whig-politics  none  of  the  benefits  of  government 
could  be  expefted.  He  could  but  juft  endure  the  op- 
pofition m  the  miniflxr  becaufe  conducted  on  whig 
principles  j  and  I  have  heard  him  fay,  that  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  it,  the  two  parties  were  bidding  for 
the  people.  At  other  times,  and  in  the  heat  of  his  re- 
fcntment,  I  have  heard  him  aflert,  that,  frncc  the  deadi 
of  Queen  Anne,  it  had  been  the  policy  of  the  admi- 
niftraion  to  promote  to  ecclefiaftical  dignities  none 
but  the  moft  worthlels  and  undeferving  men :  nor 
would  he  then  exclude  from  this  bigotted  eenfure 
thofe  illuftrious  divines.  Wake,  Gibfon,  Sherlock, 
£v>derj  Herring,  Fearce,  and  leaft  of  all  Hoadly  i 
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\n  competition  with  whom  he  would  fet  Hickesi  Brett, 
L.efiie>  and  others  of  the  nonjurors,  whofe  names  ire 
fcarcely  now  ronemboed.  From  hence  it  appears, 
and  to  his  honour  be  it  bid,  chat  his  principles  co- 
operated mth  his  neceiTitieS}  and  that  the  proftitution 
of  his  talents,  taking  the  term  in  one  and  that  its  worfl: 
fcnfe,  could  not,  in  juftice,  be  imputed  to  him. 

But  there  is  anothrrj  and  a  Ids  criminal  fenfe  of  the 
word  proftitucioiv  in  which,  in  common  with  all  who 
are  called  authors  by  prafeflion,  he  may  be  faid  to  (land 
in  need  of  an  excufc.  When  Milton  wrote  the  Para- 
dife  Loft,  the  fum  he  received  for  the  copy  was  not  his 
motive,  but  was  an  adventitious  bcneBt  that  refulted 
from  the  exercife  of  his  poetical  faculty.  In  Johnfon's 
cafe,  as  well  in  the  inftances  above  given  as  almoft  all 
the  others  that  occurred  during  the  courfeof  his  life, 
the  impuUe  of  genius  was  wanting  :  had  that  atone 
operated  in  his  choice  of  fubjcAs  to  writt  on,  mankind 
would  have  been  indebted  to  him  for  a  variety  of  ori- 
ginal, inKrefting  and  ufeful  compofitions  ;  and  tran- 
flations  of  fome,  and  new  editions  of  others  of  tlic 
ancient  authors.  The  truth  of  which  affereion  I 
think  I  may  fafcly  ground  on  a  catalogue  of  publica- 
tions projefled  by  him  at  different  periods,  and  now  ly- 
ing before  me,  a  copy  whereof  is  given  below :  * 

Under 


■  A  fmall  book  of  precepts'  and  direfUons  for  piety :   the  hint 
•  taken  from  tke  direflions  in  die  [countel}  of  ]  '  Morten  V  [daily} 

*  PHii-oiorHY.HuToiiv,  andLiTEKATUKE  in  general. 
'.  Hiftory  of  Criticifm  as  it  relates  to  judging  of  authors,  from 
'  Ariftotle  wj  the  prefent  age.     An  account  of  the  rife  and  im-  ' 
Vol.  I.  G  provemcnts 
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Under  this  notion  of  worics  written  with  a  tic*  to 
gsun,  and  thole  that  owe  dieir  exiftence  to  a  more  libe- 
ral motive,  a  dillinftion  of  liwnuy  produftlons  arifes 

which 

'  provemeiits  of  that  art ;  of  the  ctilFerent  Ofuniont  of  authonaD- 
'  cienc  and  modern. 

■  Tranflationofthe  [Moryof  Herodian. 

'  New  edition  of  Fairfax'*  Traiidatien  of  Taflb,  with  notes, 

*  glof&ry,  tec. 

'  Chaucer,  a  new  edition  of  him,  from  mamtfcripts  and. old  edi- 

'  turns,  with  various  readings,  conjeftures,  remarlcs  on  his  lan- 

'  £uage,  and  the  changes  it  had  undergone  from  the  carlieft  times 

'  to  his  age,  and  from  hii  to  the  prefent.     With  notes  explanatory 

'  of  cufbms,  tec.  and  references  to  fioccaca  and  other  authors 

*  from  whom  he  hiu  borrowed,  with  an  accotmt  of  the  liberties  he 
'  has  talcen'in  telling  the  fttvies,  his  life,  and  an  exa£t  etymologi- 
'  cal  gloQary. 

'  Ariftotle'a  Rhetoric,  a  tranHation  of  it  into  Englifh. 
'  A  CoUeAion  of  Letters,  tranflated  from  the  modem  writersi 
'  with  feme  accsunt  of  the  feveral  antbon. 

■  Oldham's  Poems,  with  notn  hiftorical  and  critical. 
'  Rofcommon'a  Poems,  with  notes. 

'  Lives  of  the  Philofophers,  written  with  a  pdite  air,  in  fiich  a 
'  manner  as  may  divert  as  well  as  tntbuA. 

'  Hiftory  of  the  Heathen  Mythology,  with  an  explication  of  the 

*  fable».  both  allegorical  and  hilkirical/  with  references  to  the 

*  poets. 

'  Hiflory  of  the  State  of  Venice,  in  a  liompendioiis  manner. 
'  Ariltotle's  Ethics,  an  Englifh  tranllation  of  them  with  notei. 
'  Geographical  DiSionary  from  the  French. 
'  Hieroclei  upon  Pythagoras,  tranflated  into  £ngli6,  perhaps 

*  with  notes.     This  is  done  by  Norris. 

*  A  boiA  of  Letters  upon  alt  kinds  of  fubjeAs. 

'  Claadian,  a  new  edition  of  his  works,  com  notit  variorum  in 
■  the  manner  of  Burman. 

■  Tully's  Tafcutan  Quellions,  a  tranHatkin  of  them. 

'  TuUy  de  Natura  Deorum,  a  tranllacion  of  thofe  books. 

*  Benzo's  New  Hlftory  of  the  New  World,  to  be  tranflated. 

■  Machiavel't  HiOcny  of  Florence,  to  be  tranflated. 

'  HUtory 
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which  Johnfon  would  never  allow ;  on  die  contrary, 
to  the  aftonilhmcnt  of  myfclf  who  have  heard  him,  and 
many  others,  he  has  frequently  declared,  that  the 

only 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Revival  of  Learning  in  Eorope,  containing  an 

*  account  of  whitever  contributed  to  the  redoration  of  literature, 

*  foch  as  controverfief,  printing,  the  deffa-uAion  of  the  Greek  em- 
'  pirc,  die  encooragemeni  of  great  men,  with  the  livei  of  the  moft 
'  emiDciu  patronj,  and  ma&.  eminent  early  profellbn  of  all  Idadi  of 

*  learning  ill  difierentcountriei. 

'  A  Body  of  Chronology,  in  verfe,  with  hiftorical  notes. 

'  A  table  of  the  SpeAators,  Tatlers,  and  Goardians,  dUHnguifhed 
<  by  figntca  into  fix  degrees  of  vahte,  with  notea  giving  the  realbns 
'  of  preference  or  degradation. 

'  A  ColleQion  of  Letters  from  Bn^Qi  authors,  with  a  preface 
'  giving  (bme  account  of  the  writer*,  with  realbni  fiir  feledion  and 
'  critidiin  upon  ftiles,  remarks  on  each  letter,  if  needfoL 

'  A  CoUedion  of  Proverbs  from  Tarious  languages : — Jan.  &— 

*  SJ- 

'  A  DifHonary  to  the  Common  Prayer  in  imitation  of  Calmet's 
'  Dictionary  of  the  Bible.     March— 51. 

*  A  CoUedion  of  Stories  and  Examples  like  thofe  of  Valerint 
'  Maximiu.     Jan.  10.— 53. 

'  Prom  JElian,  a  volume  of  feled  ftoriei,  perhaps  iram  othen. 
.  Ja..  >«-sj, 

'  CoUeftion  of  Travels,  Voyages,  Adventures,  and  Defcriptions 
'  of  Coontrie). 

*  Difiionary  of  Ancient  Hiftory  and  Mythology. 

■  Treatife  on  the  Study  of  Polite  Litemture,  containing  the  hif- 
'  tory  of  learning,  directions  for  editions,  comnientaries,  &c. 

'  Majdnu,  Charafteri  and  Sentiments,  afier  the  manner  of 
'  Bmy^,  collefled  oqi  of  ancient  authors,  particnlarly  the  Greek. 
'  widi  Apophthegnu. 

'  Claffical  Mifcellanies,  SeleajTranflations  from  ancient  Greek 

*  and  Latin  authors. 

'  Lives  of  iUnftrious  ptrfons,  as  well  of  the  afUve  as  the  learned, 
'  inimitatioDof  Plutarclu. 

'  Judgment  t^  the  learned  upon  Englifhauthors* 
'  Poetical  Diftiooary  of  the  fingtifh  tongue. 

G  z  '  ConJIderations 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


84  T  H  E     L  I  F  E     O  F 

only  true  and  genuine  motive  to  the  writing  of  books 
was  the  affurance  of  pecuniary  profit.  Notwithflanding 
the  boldnefs  of  this  afTertion,  there  are  but  few  that 
can  be  perfuaded  to  yield  to  it;  and,  after  all,  the  beft. 
apology  for  Johnfon  will  be  found  to  confift  in  his 
want  of  a  profefllon,  the  prelTureof  his  necefliticsj  and 
the  example  of  fuch  men  as  Caftalio,,Gefner,  and  Sal- 
mafius,  among  foreigners ;  and  Fuller,  Howel, 
L'Eftrange,  Dryden,  Chjtmbers,  and  Hume,  not  to 
mention  others  now  living,  among  ourfelves. 

The  principle  here  noted  was  not  only  in  the  above 
in(Unce  avowed,  by  Johnfon,  but  feems  ta  have  been- 
wrought  by  him  into  a  habit.  He  was  never  greedy 
of  money,  but  without  money  could  nOt  be  ftimu- 
lated  to  write.  I  have  been  toFd  by  a  clergyman  of" 
fbme'  eminence  with  whom  he  had  been  long  ac- 
quainted, that,  being  to  preach  on  a  particular  occa- 
fion,  he  appfied,  as  others  undcF  a  like  necelfity  had. 
frcquendy  done,,  to  Johnfon  for  help,     •  I  will  write  a. 

•  Coiifiderations  upon  the  prcfeDtftate  of  London, 

'  Colledlion  of  Epigrams,  with  notes  and  obfervaboos. 

'  ObC:rvationt  on  the  Englifb  Ungtmge.  relating  to  wordt,. 
'  pbrulci,  and  modes  of  Speech, 

'  Miuuiix  Literarix,  MifccUaneous  refleflions,  critJciTim,  emen-. 
'  dstioiu,  notcj. 

'  Hiftoryof  theConftitution. 

'  Compiirifoii  of^  Pltilofophical  and  ChriiHan  Morality  by  fea— 
•  tenccs  collefted  from  the  moraiilb  and  fathers. 
■  '  Plutarch'b  Lives  in  Englilh,  with  notes. 

•  Poetry  and  worksoflMAciTiATiOK. 

'  Hymntolg-.ioraiice. 

',  The  Palace  of  Slgth— a  vifion. 

'  Coluthui,  to  be  iranflaied. 

'  Prejudice — a  poetical  eftay. 

'  Tht,  Palace  of  Nonfcnfe— a  virion.' 

*fennoa: 
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".fermon  for  thee,'  laid  Johnfon,  *  but  thou  muft  pay 

*  me  for  it.' 

Yet  was  he  not  ib  indifferent  to  the  fubjefts  that  he 
was  requefted  to  write  on,  as  at  any  time  to  abandon 
■either  his  rellgioas  or  political  principles,  lie  would 
no  more  have  put  his  -name  to  an  Arian  or  Socinian 
*raft  than  to  a  defence  of  Atheifm.    At  the  time  when 

*  FafHon  Detefted  *  came  out,  a  pamphlet  of  which 
the  late  lord  Egmont  is  now  generally  undcrftood  to 
■have  been  the  author,  Ofbomc  the  bookfclin-,  held 
out  to  him  a  ftrong  temptation  to  anfwer  it,  which  he 
refufed,  being  convinced,  as  he  aflfured  me,  that  the 
charge  contained  in  it  was  made  good,  and  that  the 
argument  grounded  thereon  was  unanfwerable. 

Indeed  whoever  pcrufcs  that  mafterly  performance 
mull  be  convinced  that  a  fpirit  limilar  to  that  which 
induced  the  Ifraelites,  when  under  the  conduct  of  their 
wife  legiflator,  to  cry  out '  Ye  take  toomuch  upon  ye,' 
is  the  nwft  frequent  motive  to  oppofition,  and  diac 
whoever  hopes  to  govern  a  free  people  by  rcafon,  is 
miflaken  in  his  judgment  of  human  nature.  '  He,' 
fays  Hooker,  *  that  goeth  about  to  perfuade  a  people 

*  that  ihey  are  not  well  governed,  ftiall  nevcrwaritatten- 

*  tiveandfavourablehearcrs:' and  the  fame  authorfpcak- 
ing  of  legifiation  in  general,  delivers  this  as  his  fend-    Jjf 
mem  :  *  Laws  politic  ordained  for  external  order  and 

'  regimen  amongftmenareneverframcdastheylhould 

*  be,  unlcfs  prefuming  the  will  of  man  to  be  obftinate, 

*  rebellious  and  averfc  from  all  obedience  unto  the  fa- 
'  crcd  laws  of  his  nature  :  In  a  word,  unlefs  preluming 
'  man,  in  r^rardofhisdepraved  mind,  little  better  than 

*  awildbeaft,theydoaccordinglyprovide,notwithiland- 
'  ing,  fo  to  frame  his  outward  aftions  as  that  they  be  no 

*  hifldrancc  unto  the  ccKumon  good,  for  which  focietic* 

G3  •    *  •«* 
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•  were  inftituted.  Unlefs  they  do  this  they  arc  not  per- 
'  fea.'  Ecclef.Pol.Lib.  I.  Sea.  i.  Ibid.  Seft.  lo. 

That  thefc  were  the  fentiments  of  Johnfon  alfo,  I  am 
warranted  to  fay,  by  frequent  declarations  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  which  I  have  heard  hini  make ;  and  to  thefe 
I  attribute  it,  that  he  ever  after  acquiefced  in  die  mea- 
fures  of  government  through  the  fucceffion  of  admi- 
niftrations. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  in  die  account  above 
given  of  Savage,  that  the  friends  of  that  ill-ftarred  man 
had  fct  on  foot  a  fubfcriptton  for  his  fupport,  and  that 
Swanfea  was  the  place  they  had  fixed  on  for  his  refi~ 
dencc :  the  fame  was  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1739.  Johnfon  at  that  time  lodged  at  Greenwich^ 
and  there  parted  with  that  friend  and  companion  of  his 
midnight  rambles,  whom  it  was  never  his  fortune  again 
to  fee.  The  event  is  antedated  in  the  poem  of  *  Lon- 
don'; bur  in  every  particular,  except  the  difference  of  a 
year,  what  is  there  faid  of  the  departure  of  Thales  muft 
be  underftood  of  Savage,  and  looked  upon  as  true 
hiftory.  In  his  life  of  Savage,  Johnfon  has  nncnUoned 
the  circumttances  that  attended  it,  and  deplored  this 
feparation  as  he  would  have  done  a  greater  misfortune 
than  it  proved :  that  it  was,  in  reality,  none,  may  be 
inferred  from  Savage's  inability,  arifuig  from  his  cir- 
cumftances,  his  courfe  of  life,  and  the  laxity  of  hi? 
mind,  to  do  good  to  any  one  ;  it  is  rather  to  be  fuf- 
pefted  that  his  example  was  contagious,  and  tended  to 
confirm  Johnfon  in  his  indolence  and  thofe  other  evil 
habits  which  it  was  the  labour  of  his  life  to  conquer. 
They  who  were  witneffes  of  Johnfonis',  perfevering 
temperance  in  the  article  of  drinking,  for,  at  leaft,  the 
latter,  half  of  his  life,  will  fcarcely  believe  that,  during 
part  of  the  former,  he  was  a  lover  of  wine,  that  he  not 
•  only 
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oiiiy  indulged  himfelf  in  the  ufe  of  it  when  he  could 
procure  it,  but,  with  2  rcBex  delight,  contemplated 
the  aft  of  drinking  it,  with  all  the  circumftanccs  that 
render  it  grateful  to  the  palate  or  ple^fihg  to  the  eye : 
in  the  language  of  Solomon  '  he  looked  upon  the  wine 
'  when  it  was  red,  when  it  gave  his  colour  in  the  cup, 

*  and  when  it  moved  itfelf  aright  *.'  In  contradiftion 
to  dioie,  who,  having  a  wife  and  children,  prefer 
dcHncftic  enjoyments  to  thofe  which  a  tavern  afibrds, 
I  have  heard  him  aflert,  that  a  tavern-chair  was  die 
throneof  human  felicity. — 'Asfoon,'  faid  he,'as  I  enter 
'  the  door  of  a  tavern,  I  experience  an  oblivion  of  cafe, 

*  and  aftecdcwnfromrolicitudet !  when  I  amfeated,^f 

*  find  the  mafter  courteous,  and  the  fervants  oblequious 

*  to  my  call ;  anxious  to  know  and  ready  to  fiipply  my 

*  wants :  wine  there  exhilaraKS  my  fpints,and  prompts 
'  metofree  converfation  and  an  interchange  of  difcouHe 

*  with  thofe  whom  I  moft  love;  I  dogmatife  and  am 
'  contradifted,  and  in  this  conflid  of  opinions  and  fen- 
•^rimenis  I  find  delight.' 

How 

'  Proverbs,  chap,  xkiii.  v.  ji. 

t  It  is  worthy  of  rcmuk  by  thoCe  who  are  curiout  inobrerving 
ciilbnu  And  laodet  of  living,  how  linle  thefe  hou&sof  entertain- 
mtat  are  now  fteqiKnted,  anil  what  a  diminiKion  in  their  nombcr 
has  been  experienced  In  London  and  Weftminlter  m  a  period  of 
about  Ibrty  years  backward.  Thehifloryof  tavems  tn  ihit  coantry 
may  be  traced  back  to  the  time  of  Hen.  IV.  ibr  fo  ancient  ia  chat 
of  the  Boar's  Head  in  Ballcheap,  the  rendezvous  of  Prince  Heniy 
and  his  lewd  companions,  as  we  learn  from  Shakefpeare.  Of  little 
Icti  antiqiuty  b  the  White  Hart  withont  Bilhop'i-gace,  n^ch  itow 
bears  in  the  front  of  it  the  date  of  \u  atSaoa,  1 480. 

Anciently  there  fbx>d  in  Old  Palace-yard,  Weftminller,  a  tarem 

known  by  the  lign  of  the  Whitp  Role,  the  fymbol  of  the  Vork 

6:£lioR.    It  was  near  the  chapel  of  oar  Lady  behind  the  high  altar 

(iC  the abbey-cbarch.  Together  with  that  cbapel  itwas.in  150J, 

G4  pulled 
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How  far  his  converfuions  with  Savage  might  induce 
him  thus  to  delight  in  tavcrn-fociety,  which  is  often 
a  temptation  to  greater  enormities  than  exccffive  drink- 
ing, cannot  nowbe  known,nor  would  it  aniwcr  any  good 
purpofe  to  enquire.  Itmay,neven:helcfs,bccon]Cifturcd, 
thatwhatever  habits  he  had  contrafted  of  idlencfs,  neg- 
Ie£t  of  his  perfon,  or  indilFerehcc  in  the  choice  of  his 
company,  received  no  corrcftion  orchcck  from  fuch  an 
example  as  Savage's  conduct  held  forth  j  and  farther  it 
is  conjeftured,  that  he  would  have  been  Icfs  troubled 
with  thofe  refledions,  which,  in  his  lateft  hours,  are 
known  to  have  given  him  uneafmefs,  had  he  never  be- 
come acquainted  with  one  Co  loofe  in  his  morals,  and 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  vices  of  the  town  as  this 
man  appears  to  have  been.  We  arc  to  remember  that 
Johnfon  was,  at  this  time,  a  hufband  :  can  it  therefore 
be  fuppofed  that  the  fociety  of  fuch  a  man  as  Savage 
had  any  tendencyto  improve  him  in  the  exercife  of  the 
domeftic  virtues  ?  hay  rather  we  muft  doubt  it,  and 

polled  down,  and  on  the  fcite  of  both  waa  erefied  the  chapel  nf 
Henry  the  Seventh.  At  the  relloraiion,  the  Cavaliers  and  other 
adherents  to  the  royal  party,  for  joy  of  that  event  were  for  a  time 
incedatitly  drunk ;  and  from  a  pidure  of  thdr  manners  in  Cowley'j 
comedy,  CuttarafCaleman-Arect,  muft  be  fappofed  to  hare  greatly 
contribmed  to  the  incre^e  of  taverns.  When  the  frenzy  of  the 
times  waj  abated,  taverni,  efpecially  thofe  about  the  Exchange, 
became  place)  for  the  tranlaftion  of  almoft  all  manner  of  bdi- 
aefs  ;  there  accounts  were  fettled,  conveyances  executed,  and  there 
atcomiesfat,  as  at  inns  in  the  country  on  market  days,  to  rec;ivc 
ih  -f  clients.  In  thiit  fpace  near  the  Royal  Exchange  which  is 
ceo..! puffed  by  Lombard,  Gracechuich,  part  of  Bifhop's-gate  and 
"  .'  ^dneedle  ftrects,  cfic  number  of  taverns  was  not  fo  few  as 
i..;,ity.  av.d  on  the  fctie  of  the  Bank  tbere  flood  four.  At  the 
Crown,  wSich  was  one  of  them,  it  was  not  unufual  in  a  morning  to 
l-.rw  a  butt  of  mountain,  a  bundled    and  twenty  gallons,    in 

afcribc 
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afcribe  to  an  indifference  in  the  difchargc  of  them, 
arifing  from  their  nofturnal  cxciirfions,  the  incident  of 
a  temporary  feparaiion  of  Johnfon  from  his  wife, 
which  foon  took  place,  and  that,  while  he  was  in  1 
lodging  in  Fleet  ftreet,  the  was  harboured  by  a  friend 
near  the  Tower.  It  is  true  that  this  feparation  con- 
tinued but  a  (hort  time,  and  that  if  indeed  his  affeAion, 
at  that  inftant,  was  alienated  from  her,  it  foon  returned  j 
for  his  attachnnent  to  her  appears,  by  a  variety  of  notes 
and  memorandums  concerning  her  in  books  that  (he 
was  accuftomed  to  read  in,  now  in  my  cuftody,  to  have 
been  equal  to  what  it  ought  to  be :  nay  Garrick  would 
often  rifque  offending  them  both,  by  mimicking  his 
mode  of  gallantly  and  his  uxorious  behaviour  towards 
iicr. 

The  little  profit,  or  indeed  reputation,  that  accrued 
to  Johnfon  by  the  writing  of  political  pamphlets,  led 
him  to  think  of  other  exercifcs  for  his  pen.  He  had, 
fo  early  33  1734,  folicited  employment  of  Cave;  but 
Cave's  correfpondcnts  were  fo  numerous  that  he  had 
little  for  him  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1738, 
when  Johnfon  conceived  a  thought  of  enriching  the 
Magazine  with  a  biographical,  article,  and  wrote  for  it 
the  Life  of  Father  Paul,  an  abridgement,  as  it  feems 
to  be,  of  that  life  of  him  which  Johnfon  intended  to 
have  prefixed  to  his  tranflation  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Council  of  Trent.  The  motive  to  this  and  other  exer- 
tions of  the  fanic  talent  in  thelivcs of  Bocrhaave,  Blake, 
Barretier,  and  other  eminent  perfons,  was  his  wants, 
which  at  one  time  were  fo  prelTing  as  to  induce  him 
in  a  letter  to  Cave,  hereinbefore  inferted,  to  intimate 
to  him  that  he  wr.nted  a  dinner, 

Johnlba 
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Johnfon  who  vas  never  deficient  in  gratitude,  fur 
the  affiftancc  which  he  received  fiwn  Cave  became  his 
friend ;  and,  what  was  more  in  Cave's  eftimaiion  than 
any  perfonal  attachment  whatever,  a  friend  to  his  Ma- 
gazine^fca-  he  being  at  this  time  engaged  in  a  contro- 
verfy  with  a  knot  of  bookfellers.  the  proprieoors  of  a 
fival  publication,  the  London  Magazine,  Johnftuv 
vrpte  ^4  addieffed  ta  him  the  following  Ode ; 

Ap    Urba^um, 

Urbane,  nullis  feflp  labqribus, 

yrbane,  nullis  vifte  calumniis* 

Qui  fronte  ferturfi  in  enidita 

Perpetuo  viret  et  virebit. 

Quid  moliatur  gen&imitantium. 
Quid  et  minetur,  folKcitus  parum, 
Vacare  foils  pci^  mufis 

Juxta^  animo  fhidiifque  felix. 

Unguse  procacis  plumbca  fpicula^ 
Fidcns,  fuperbo  frange  fricntio; 
Viftrix  per  obft^^S  catcrvas, 
Sedujitas  animofa  tcndet. 

Intende  nervosfortis  inanibus 
Rifurus  dim  nifibus  ^muli  -, 
Intende  jam  nervos,  habebis 
Farticipes  operx  Camcenas^ 

Non  ulla  mufis  paghia  gratior 
Quam  quae  feveris  ludicra  jungerc 
I^ovit  fatigatamque  nugis 
ytilibus  recrcare  mentcm. 

Tcxente- 
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Texente  nymphis  fcrtaLycoridc 
Ro&  ruborem  fic  viola  adjuvat 
Immifta,  fic  Iris  refulgec 
£thereis  variata  fucis. 

It  was  publifhed  in  the  Magazine  for  March  1738, 
sfld  imitated  in  the  following  ftanzas  in  that  for  the 
month  of  May  following: 

Hail  Urban !-  indefatigable  man. 
Unwearied  yet  by  all  thy  ufeful  toil ! 

Whom  num'rous  flanderers  aflault  in  vain ; 
Whom  no  bafe  calumny  can  put  to  foil. 

But  ftill  the  laurel  on  thy  learned  brow 

Flouriflies  fair,  and  fliall  for  ever  grow. 

What  mean  the  fervile  imitating  crew. 
What  their  vain  bluft'ring,  and  their  empty  noife. 

Ne'er  feek  :  but  ftill  thy  noble  ends  purfue, 
Unconquer'd  by  the  rabble's  venal  voice. 

Still  to  the  mufe  thy  fhidious  mind  apply, 

Happy  in  temper  as  in  induftry. 

The  fenfelefs  fneerings  of  an  haughty  tongue. 
Unworthy  thy  attention  to  engage. 

Unheeded  pafs:  and  tho'  they  mean  thee  wrong, 
By  manly  filence  difappoint  their  rage. 

AlTiduous  diligence  confounds  its  foes, 

Refiftlefs,  tho'  malicious  crouds  oppofe. 

Exert  thy  powers,  nor  flacken  in  the  courfe. 
Thy  fpodefs  fame  (hall  qualh  all  falfc  reports : 

Exert  thy  powers,  nor  fear  a  rival's  force. 
Put  thou  Ihalt  fmile  at  all  his  vain  efforts ; 

Thy  labours  fliall  be  crown 'd  with  large  fucceiii 

The  mufe's  aid  thy  magazine  fliall  blels. 

No 
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No  page  more  grateful  to  th'  harmonious  nine 
Than  that  wherein  thy  labours  we  furvey  : 

Where  folemn  themes  in  fuller  fplcndor  ihine, 
(Delightful  mixture,)  blended  with  the  gay. 

Where  in  improving,  various  joys  we  find, 

A  welcome  refpite  to  tiie  wearied  mind. 

Thus  when  the  nymphs  in  Come  fairvenlant mcad^ 
Of  various  flow'rs  a  beauteous  wreath  compofe. 

The  lovely  violet's  azure-painted  head 
Adds  luftrc  to  the  crimlbn-blufhing  rofe. 

Thus  fplendid  Iris,  with  her  varied  dye. 

Shines  in  the  jether,  and  adorns  the  Iky. 
May  a2, 1738.  BRITON. 

The  provocation  that  gave  rife  to  this  furious  con- 
teft,  as  it  will  prelently  appear  to  have  been,  was 
the  increafing  demand  for  Cave's  publication,  and 
the  check  it  gave  to  the  fale  of  its  rival,  which  ac 
one  time  was  fo  great  as  to  throw  back  no  fewer 
than  feventy  thoufand  copies  on  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
prietors. To  revenge  this  injury,  the  confederate 
bookfellers  gave  out,  that  Sylvanus  Urban,  whom,  for 
no  conceivable  reaibn,  they  dignified  with  the  appel- 
lation of  Dodor,  was  become  mad,  afligning  as  the 
a-.'-S^  of  his  infanity,  his  publication  in  the  Magazine 
of  lundry  mathematical  problems,  eflays  and  queftions 
lii  abftrufe  fubjedts,  fent  him  by  many  of  his  learned 
correipondents.  Cave  who  for  (bmc  months  had  been 
rebutting  the  calumnies  of  his  adverfaries,  and  that 
with  fuch  fuccefs  as  provoked  them  to  the  outrage 
above-mentioned,  now  felt  that  he  had  them  at  mercy. 
With  that  fagacity  which  we  frequently  obferve,  but 
wonder  at  in  men  of  flow  parts,  he  fccmed  to  antici- 
12  pate 
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pMc  the  dttvice  conmned  in  the  fecond  and  third 
ftanzas  of  Johnfon's  ode,  and  forbore  a  reply, 
though  not  his  revenge",  which  he  gratified  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  fecms  to  abfolve  him  from  the  guilt  im- 
putable in  moft  cafes  to  that  paflion ;  this  he  did  by- 
inferring  as  an  article  of  public  intelligence  in  his 
Hiftorical  Chronicle  for  the  month  of  February  1738, 
the  following  paragraph:  '*  Monday  20.  About  8 
"  o'clock  the  famous  Dr.  Urban,  having  fonfie  time 
"  paft  been  pofTeffed  with  a  violent  frenzy,  broke 
'*  loofe  from  his  nurfe,  and  run  all  through  the  ftreets 
**  of  London  and  Weflminfter  diftributing  quack 
*'  bills,  fwearing  he  would  go  vifit  his  beautiful 
"  Garden  of  Eden ;  raving  againft  Cowwoh^*^**,  and 
"  the  London  Magazine,  and  finging  a  mad  fong  fct 
'*  to  mufic  by  P«er  the  Wild  Youth ;  but  being  at 
*•  lafl:  fecurcd,  was  conveyed  to  his  lodgings  in  Moor- 
"  fields,  where  he  continues  uttering  horrid  impreca- 
**  rions  againft  fcveral  bookfellers  and  printers.  'Tis 
"  thou^i  this  foar  man's  misfortune  is  owing  to  his 
"  having  lately  perplexed  himielf  with  biblical  quefiions, 
"  mathematical  problems,  aflrommical  equatierUf  and 
"  cnethods  to  find  the  longitude."  —  *  This  filly  para- 
"  graph,  and  fuch  like  buffoonery,  inferted  in  the  news- 
'  papers  at  the  charge  of  the  proprietors  ef  the  London 

*  Magazine,  isall  the anfwer  given  to  the  remarks  en  their 

*  inimitable freface,fome  paffages  of  which  are  quoted  snthe 
'  beginning  of  this  magazine  t  ■'  The 

•  A  party  paper  (b  intitled. 

f  In  the  couiJc  of  ma^y  yean  obfervadon  I  am  able  to  le- 
coHetl  onC'i  and  only  ane,  inftance  of  tltis  method  of  treating 
a  rcnrriloni  adveriary.  An  ingeniout  roechanic,  of  the  name  of 
Newlham,  who  nth  the  afTiftauce  of  the  late  Dr.  De&gulien, 
b^  made  many  eonfidcrable  improvements  in  the  conltntAicm  of 
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The  publication  in  the  manner  above-mentioned, 
of  this  fenfelcfs  and  malignant  fiflion,  and  the  care 
and  attention  of  Cave  in  the  compilation  of  his  maga- 
2ine,  together  with  the  afllftance  he  received  from  a 
variety  of  ingenious  and  learned  correfpondenls,  ena- 
bled him  in  a  fliort  time  to  triumph  over  his  rivals, 
and  increafed  the  fale  thereof  to  a  number  that  no 
other  could  ever  equal. 

It  was  no  part  of  Cave's  original  defign  to  give  the 
debates  in  either  houfe  of  parliament,  but  the  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  minifler,  and  the  fpirit  that  conducted  it, 
had  excited  in  the  people  a  great  eagernefs  to  know 
what  was  going  forward  in  both,  and  he  knew  that 
to  gratify  that  defire  was  to  encreafe  the  demand  for 
his  pamphlet.  Indeed  the  experiment  had  already 
been  made,  for  the  fpeeches  in  parliament  had  for 
fome  time  been  given  in  the  Political  State  of  Great 
Britain,  a  publication  above  fpoken  of,  and  though 
drawn  up  by  perfons  no  way  equal  to  fuch  an 
undertaking,  were  well  received.  Thefe  for  the  moft 
part  were  taken  by  ftealth,  and  were  compiled  from 
the  information  of  lifteners  and  the  under-officers  and 
door-keepers  of  either  Iioufe  i  but  Cave  had  an  intereft 

engines  (or  extinguilt.lng  fires,  haU  obtained  a  patent  for  one  in 
puticnlar  which  conjoined  in  one  and  the  {kme  machine  the 
aftive  powers  of  both  the  hands  and  feet :  an  ignorant  and  im- 
pudent pretender  invaded  his  right,  and  the  more  to  exafperate 
him,  wrote  with  hla  own  hand  and  fulifcribed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Kewlham,  made  up  of  the  foulell  aboTe  and  a  difcufllon  of  the 
principles  of  mechanics  in  language,  which  for  its  nonfenfe  and 
bad  fpeliing  conveyed  no  ideas.  Mr.  Newftiara  printed  and 
^fperied  fome  thoufand  copies  verbatim  et  literatim  of  this  letter, 
and  without  a  fitigle  remark  thereon  funk  the  reputation  of  hi* 
adverfary  fo  low  as  ever  p.fter  to  be  irretrievable. 

with 
7 
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with  fane  of  the  members  of  both,  arifing  from  an 
employment  he  held  in  the  poft-offiee,  that  of  infpcftOT 
of  the  franks,  whidi  not  only  gave  him  the  privily  of 
fending  his  letters  free  of  poftage,  but  an  acquaintance 
with,  and  occ^ions  of  accefe  to  many  of  them. 

Of  this  advant^  he  was  too  good  a  judge  of  his 
own  intereft  not  to  avail  himfelf.  He  therefore  de- 
termined to  gratify  his  readers  with  as  much  of  thii 
kind  of  intelligence  as  he  could  procure  afid  it  was 
fafe  to  communicate :  .his  refolution  was  to  frequent 
the  two  houfes  whenever  m  impwtant  debate  was 
likely  to  come  on,  and  from  fuch  expreSions  and  par- 
ticulars in  the  courie  thereof  as  could  be  coUefted  and 
retMned  in  memory,  to  give  the  arguments  on  either 
fide.  This  refolution  he  put  into  praifHce  in  July 
1736.  His  method  of  proceeding  isvarioufly  reported  i 
but  Ihavebeen  informed  by  fome  who  weremuch  about 
him,that  takingwith  himafricnd  or  two,hefound  means 
to  procure  for  them  and  himfelf  admiffion  into  the 
gallery  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  or  to  fonw  con- 
cealed ftation  in  the  other,  and  that  then  they  pri- 
vately took  down  notes  of  the  fevcral  fpeeches,  and 
the  general  tendency  and  fubftance  of  the  arguments. 
Thus  furnifhcd,  Cave  and  his  affociates  would  adjourn 
to  a  neighbouring  tavern,  and  compare  and  adjuft  their 
notes,  by  means  whereof  and  the  help  of  their  memo- 
ries, they  became  enabled  to  fix  at  Icaft  the  fubftance 
of  what  they  had  fo  lately  heard  and  remarked. 

The  reducing  this  crude  matter  into  form,  was 
the  work  of  a  future  day  and  of  an  abler  hand,  viz. 
Guthrie,  the  hiftorian,  a  writer  for  the  bookfellers, 
whom  Cave  retained  for  the  purpofe  :  the  fpeeches 
thus  compofed  were  gjven  monthly  to  the  public, 

and 
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and  perufed  and  red  with  great  eagernefs  {  thofe  who 
conttmplated  them  thought  they  difcovered  in  them 
not  merely  the  political  principles,  but  the  ftlle  and 
manner  of  the  Ipeaker ;  the  fai5t  is,  that  there  was  littk 
difcriminationofthe  latter  between  the  fpcechesof  the 
beft  and  the  worft  orators  in  either  aflcmblyj  and  in 
moft  inftances  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  afcribed 
were  here  made  to  fpeak  with  more  eloquence  and 
even  propriety  of  didion  than,  in  the  place  of  de- 
bate they  were  able  to  do  :  Sir  John  Barnard,  for 
inftance,  a  man  of  no  learning  or  reading,  and  who 
by  the  way  had  been  bred  a  quaker,  had  a  ftile  little 
better  than  an  ordinary  mechanic,  and  which  abounded 
with  fuch  phrafes  as,  if  Co  be — fet  cafe — and — nobody 
more  fo — and  other  fuch  vulgarifms,  yet  was  he  made 
in  the  magazine  to  debate  in  language  as  correA  and 
polifhcd  as  that  of  Sir  William  Wyndham  or  Mr. 
Pulteney;  though  itmuftbeconfcffed  that  fo  weighty 
was  his  matter  on  fubjefts  of  commerce,  that  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  asl  have  been  credibly  informed,  was 
ufcd  to  fay,  that  when  he  had  anfwcred  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard, he  looked  upon  that  day's  bufinefs  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  to  be  as  good  as  over. 

The  vigorous  oppofition  to  the  minifter,  and  the 
motion  in  both  houfes  of  the  thirteenth  of  February, 
1 740- 1  to  remove  him,  were  a  new  srz  in  politics  j 
and,  as  the  debates  on  that  occafion  were  warmer  than 
had  ever  then  been  known,  the  drawing  them  up  re- 
quired, in  Cave's  opinion,  flie  pen  of  a  more  nervous 
writer  than  he  who  had  hitherto  conducted  them. 
Johnfon,  who  in  his  former  publications  in  profc, 
had  given  no  very  favorable  fpecimens  of  ftile,  had  by 
this  lime,  by  tlic  ftudy  of  the  bcft  of  our  old  Englifli 
writers. 
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writers,  fuch  as  Sir  Thomas  More,  Alcham,  HookcTt 
Spenfer>  archbifhop  Sandys,  Jewel,  ChUlingworth, 
Hales,  of  Eton,  and  others,  foriped  a  new  cHie,  confifting 
in  orig^al  phrafesand  new  combinations  of  the  integral 
parts  <^  fencences,  which,  with  the  infufion  of  words 
derived  from  the  Latin  and  acctxnmodated  to  our 
Hiom,  were  fuch  an  improvement  of  the  language 
as  greatly  tended  to  enrich  it :  Cave  therefore  thought 
him  a  fit  perlbti  to  conduct  this  part  of  his  monthly 
publication,  and,  difinilllng  Guthrie,  committed  the 
care  of  it  to  Johnfon. 

Before  this  change  of  hands.  Cave  had  been  checked 
by  fbme  intimadons  from  the  clerks  of  the  houle 
of  commons,  that  his  printing  the  debates  had 
given  offence  to  the  fpeakcr,  and  mig^t  fubje^t 
him  to  cenfure  :  this  be,  for  fome  time,  regard- 
ed but  little,  relying  po0ibly  upon  the  indulgence 
that  had  been  Ihewn  as  well  to  tlie  publilhers  of  the 
Polidcal  State  of  Great  Britain,  who  were  the  firft 
that  ventured  on  this  prance,  as  to  himfelf ;  but  a 
refblution  of  the  houfe  at  length  gave  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  it  wouldbe  prudence  in  him  to  dcM  from 
it.  The  thought  of  putting  his  readers  on  Ihorc 
allowance  was  very  unpleafing  to  him,-  and  this,  with 
the  apprchenfion  that  the  Tale  of  his  Magazine  might 
be  affeded  by  the  omilfion  of  a  kind  of  intelligence 
which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to,  drove  him  to 
many  contrivances  to  evade  the  prohibition,  out  of 
which  he  chofe  one  that  fcarce  any  man  but  himfelf 
would  have  thought  of:  it  was  the  giving  to  the  pub- 
lic the  debfttcs  in  the  Britifh  fenate  under  a  fi£titioui 
dcfignation.  Every  one,  he  knew,  was  acquainted 
with  Gulliver's  Travels  i  he  therefore,  in  lus  magazine 

VoL.L  H  for 
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for  June  1758,  begins  the  moath  by  feigning,  rfiat  t^ 
debates  in  the  fenate  of  Magna  Lilliputia  were  theii 
extant;  and  referring  to  che  reli^utioA  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  iUx>re-mentioiied,  whereby  he  was  for- 
bidden to  infert  anf  accounc  of  the  proceedings  oTthe 
Britilh  parliament,  he  pretends  to  deubc  not  but  hi»^ 
readers  will  be  pleafed  with  die  infertion  of  whu  he 
calls  the  appendix  to  captain  Gulliver's  account  of 
Lilliput,  in  tlieir  rodm.  A  change  of  fiftitious  for 
real  names  o£  perfons,  countries,  and  provinces,  waft 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  carrying  on  this  defign,  and 
accordin^y,  by  tranfpofing  the  letters  and  odierwife 
am^ammatizing  proper  names,  he  has,  through  the 
medium  of  nonfenfe,  given  light  to  that  which  hv 
would  be  thought  to  conceal. 

Farther  tx>  aid  his  reader  as  to  the  names  of  coun- 
tries, &c.  he  publiflicd,  at  Ac  end  of  his  magazine 
for  1738,  a  fiditious  propqfal  £or  printing,  by  fub- 
fcription,  a  woric,  intided,  Anagrammaca  Rediviva, 
or  die  art  (^  competing  and  relblving  anagrams,  with 
a  reference  to  the  bookfellers,  agents,  and  mafters  of 
{hips,  in  the  dties,  countries,  and  provinces  therein 
defcribed  by  barbarous  names  oppofed  to  thofe  which 
they  are  meant  to  Cgnify :  he  alfo,  at  the  end  of  the 
magazines  for  1739,  1740,  1741,  174a,  and  1743, 
gave  a  lift  of  chriftian  and  fumames  pretendcdly 
iynonimous,  j^nriing  thereby  a  key  to  that  otherwiib 
■unintelligible  jargon  which  Cave,  by  this  fubtarfuge, 
had  introduced  into  the  debated.  .^ 

The  propriecors  of  the  London  M^zine,  who  sOo 
gave  the  debates,  but  from  docunKnts  lefs  authentic 
than  thofe  ^  Cave,  compelled  by  the  fame-neceflity 

that 
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that  forced  him  to  this  artifice^  took  another  courie : 
they  feigned  to  give  the  debates  in  the  Roman  fenate, 
and  by  adapting  RfHuan  names  to  the  fereral  ipeeches, 
rendered  them  more  plauGble  than  diey  ^pear  under 
Cave's  management. 

The  artifice  however  fucceeded  in  both  inftances : 
the  reiblution  of  the  commons  was  never  enforced, 
and  tht  debates  were  publilhed  with  impunity.  I 
will- not  di%race  my  page  by  the  infcrtionof  anyof 
thofe  barbarous  af^llations  which  Cave  had  invented, 
and  which>  I  dare  fay,  were  mufic  to  his  ear ;  but 
content  myfelf  with  faying,  that  Guthrie  acquiefced 
in  Cave's  fi^on  and  the  nonfcnfe  which  it  bvolvcd, 
and  as  it  was  found  to  aofwer  its  end,  Johnfon  fcrupled' 
iiot  to  adopt  it. 

The  debates  penned  by  Johnfon  were  not  only  more 
methodical  and  better  cotuieAedthan  thofe  of<iuthrie, 
Jbut  in  all  the  ornaments  of  ftile  fiiperior :  they  wer« 
written  at  diofe  fealcMis  when  he  was  i^le  to  raife  his 
imagination  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  fehrour  as  bordered 
upon  enthufiafin,  which,  that  he  might  the  hetar  do, 
his  pradice  was  to  fhut  himielf  up  in  a  room  afEgned 
him  at  St.  John's  gate,  to  which  he  would  not  fuifer 
any  one  to  approach,  except  the  compoficor  or  Cave's 
boy  for  matter,  which,  as  fall  as  he  c<Hnpofed  it,  he 
tumbled  out  at  the  door. 

Never  were  the  force  of  reafoning  or  the  powen 
of  popular  eloquence  more  evidently  di^ayed,  or 
the  arts  of  fophiftry  more  clearly  detcfted  than  in 
thefe  animated  compoQtions.  Nor  are  they  more 
worthy  of  admiration  for  thefe  their  excellencies  than 
for  diat  peculiarity  c^  language  which  difcriminates 
Ha  Uc 
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the  debates  c^  each  aflembly  from  the  other/  and  the 
various  colouring  which  her  has  found  the  art  of  giv- 
ing to  particular  ipceches.  The  charafteriflicof  die 
one  aflanbly  we  know  is  Dignity  j  the  privilege  of 
the  other  Freedom  of  Exprcflion.  To  fpcak  of  the 
firft,  when  a  member  thereof  endowed  wth  wifdom, 
gravity,  and  experience,  is  made  to  rife,  the  iHle 
which  Johnfon  gives  him  is  nervous,  his  matter 
wdghty,  and  his  arguments  convincing  i  and  when 
a  mere  popular  orator  takes  iip  a  debate,  his  elo- 
quence is  by  him  rqirefcnted  in  a  glare  of  falfe  rhcto* 
^ric,  fpecjous  rcalbning,  an  aKftation  of  wit,  and'* 
difpofidon  to  trifle  with  lubjeds  the  moft  intcrdling. 
With  great  judgment  alfo  does  Joha£jn  adop;  the 
unreftrained  oratory  of  the  other  houfe,  and  with  equal 
facility  imitate  the  deep-mouthed  rancour  of  Pulteneyt 
and  the  yelping  perdnacity  of  Pittt 

As  an  ilhiftration  of  the  fonner  part  of  this  pofidon, 
I  Ihall  here  give  two  fpe^hes,  the  one  of  the  lord* 
chancellor  Hardwicke  on  the  modon  of  lord  Car- 
teret for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly,  bcfeeching  him  to 
remove  Sir  Robert  Walpole  from  his  prefence  and 
councils  for  ever ;  and  the  other  pf  lord  Gie^rfield 
.  on  a  bill,  indtled  '  An  a£t  for  repealing  certain 

*  duties  on  fpirituous  liquors,   and  on  licences  for 

*  retailing  the  &me,  and  for  laying  other  dudes  ob 

*  fpiricuous  liquors  and  on  liccnfcs  for  retailing  the 

*  faid  liquors.'      That  (^   lord  Hardwicke  is  as 
follows : 


'  My  Lords, 
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•  My  Lords, 

*  Though  I  very  readily  admit  Aat  crimes  ought 
'  to  be  punifhed,  that  a  treacherous  adminiftradon 

*  of  public  aSaxn  ia  in  a  very  high  degree  criminal, 
'  that  even  ignorance,  where  it  is  the  confequence  of 

*  npgle£t,  defcrves  the*  fevereft  animadverTion,   apd 

*  that  it  is  the  privily  and  duty  of  this  houfe  to 

*  watch  over  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  inform  his 

*  Majefty  of  any  errors  committed  by  his  minifters ; 

*  yet  I  am  far  from  bong  convinced  eithet  of  the 

*  juftice  or  ncceffity  of  the  motion  now  under  confi- 
'  deration. 

*  The  moft  flagrant  and  invidious  part  of  the  charge 

*  agunfl  the  right  honourable  gentleman  appears  to 

*  conHft  in  this,  that  he  has  engrofled  an  exorbitant 

*  decree  of  power,  and  ufur^d  an  unlimited  influence 

*  over  the  whole  fyftcm  of  government,  that  he  dif- 

*  pofes  of  all  honours  and  preferments,  and  that  he  is 
'  not  only  firft  but  fole  minifter, 

*  But  of  this  boundlefs  ufurpation,  my  lords,  what 

*  {noof  has  been  Uid  before  you  ?  what  beyond  loud 

*  exaggerations,    pompous   rhetoric,    and    fpecJous 

*  appeals  to  common  fame  ?  common  fame  which  st 

*  leaft  may  fometimes  err,  and  which  though  it  may 

*  afford  fufficient  ground  for  fufpicion  and  enquiry, 
'  was  never  yet  admittfd   as   conclufivc  evidence, 

*  where  the  immediate  neceffitics  of  the  public  did 

*  not  preclude  the  common  forms  of  examination, 
'  where  the  power  of  the  offender  did  not  make  it 
'  dangerous  to  attack  him  by  a  legal  profecution,  or 

*  vihtn  the  conduA  of  the  accufer  did  not  plainly 

H  3  '  difcffwr 
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'  difcover  that  they  were  more  eager  of  blood  than  of. 

*  jufticc,  and  more  folicitous  to  deftroy  than  to  con- 

« via. 

*  I  hope  none  of  theft  circumftances,  my  lords. 
'  can  at  prefent  obftnift  a  candid  and  deliberate  en- 

*  quiry  j  widi  regard  to  the  public,  I  am  not  able  to 

*  difcover  any  prefling  exigences  that  demand  a  more 

*  compendious  mediod  of  proceeding  than  the  eftab- 
'  lifhed  laws  of  the  land  and  the  wifdom  of  our 

*  anceftors  have  prefcribcd.    I  know  hot  any  calamity 

*  that  will  be  aggravated,  nor  any  danger  that  will 

*  become  more  formidable  by  fuffering  this  queftion 

*  to  be  legally  tried. 

*  Nor  is  there,  my  lordsj  in  the  circumftances  of 

*  the  perfon  accufed,  any  thing  that  can  incite  us  to  a 

*  hafly  jtfocefs,  for  if  what  is  alledged  by  the  noble 

*  lords  is  not  exaggeratc4  beyond  the  truth,  if  he  is 

*  univerfally  detcfted  by  the  whole  nation,  and  loaded' 

*  with  execrations  by  the  public  voice,  if  be  is  confi-i 

*  dered  as  the  author  of  all  our  miferies  and  the 

*  fource  of  all  our  corruptions,  if  he  has  ruined  our 

*  trade  and  deprefled  our  power,  impoverifiied  the 

*  people  and  attempted  to  enflavc  them,  there  is  at 

*  leaft  no  danger  of  an  infurreftion  in  his  favour,  or 

*  any  probability  that  his  party  will  grow  ftronger  by 

*  delays.    For,  my  lords,  to  find  friends  in  advcrOtjf 

*  and  aflertors  in  diftrcfs,  is  only  the  prerogative  of 
f  innocence  and  virtue. 

*  The   gentleman  agwnft  whom  this  formidable 

*  charge  is  drawn  up,  is,  I  think,  not  fufpeiled  of  any 

*  intention  to  have  recourfe  either  to  force  or  flight ; 

*  he  has  always  aj^ared  willing  to  be  tried  by  the 
f  lAws  of  his  country,  and  to  {land  an  unpartial  cx- 

1  iuiuiuuo;^ 
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'  unination;  he  ndcher  oppofes  nor  eltides  enquiiy* 

*  neither  flics  from  juftice  nor  defies  it. 

*  And  yot  \c&,  my  lords,  can  I  fulpcAj  diat  tlia& 
'  by  whom  he  is  accufed  aft  from  any  motive  that  may 
'  influence  them  to  defire  a  fentenee  pot  fupported  by 
'  evidence  or  conformable  to  truth,  or  that  they  can 

*  mih  the  ruin  of  any  man  whofe  crimes  are  not  do- 
'  torious  and  flagrant,  that  tixy  perfecute  from  pri> 
'  race  malice,  or  endeavour  to  exalt  then^clves  by  the 
'  fall  of  another. 

*  I^et  us  therefore,  ray  lords,  enquire  before  we 

*  determine,  ai>d  fufier  evidence  to  precede  our  lenr 
f  tence.    The  charge,  if  it  is  juft,  muft  be  by  its  own 

*  naoire  eafily  proved,  and  diat  no  proof  is  brought 
^.  may  perhaps  be  fufficieijt  to  make  us  filled  that  if 

*  is  not  jufl:. 

*  For,  my  lords,  what  is  the  evidence  of  common 
^  fame,  which  has  been  fo  much  exalted  and  fo  confii- 
■'  dendy  produced  ?  Docs  not  eveiy  man  fee,  that  on 

*  fuch  occafions  two  queftions  may  be  afked,  of  which 

*  perhaps  neither  can  eafily  be  anfwered,  and  which  yet 

*  muft  both  be  reived  before  commoo  fame  can  be 
'  admitted  as  a  proof  of  faifts^ 

^  Ix  is  firft  to  be  enquired,  my  lords,  whether  the 
'  reports  of  fame  are  neceflarily  or  even  fs^bably  tru^ 

*  A  qucftion  very  intricate  and  diflufive,  entangled 
'  with  a  thoufand  and  involving  a  thoufand  diftinifli- 
'  ons : — a  qyeftion,  of  which  it  may  be  fajd,  that  a 
'  man  may  very  plaufibly  maintain  either  fide,  and  of 
'  which,  perhaps,  alKr  months  or  years  wafted  in  dif- 
f  putacion,  no  other  decifion  can  be  obtained  than 

*  what  is  obvious  at  the  firft  view,  that  they  are 

*  o&ei^  tnje  ^d  often  falfe,  and  therefore  can  only 
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*  be  grounds  of  enquiry,  not  reafons  of  dcteraiiii*-. 

*  tion. 

*  But  if  it  appear,  my  lords,  that  this  oracle  cannot 

*  be  deceived,  we  are  then  to  enquire  after  another 

*  difficulty,  wc  are  to  enquire,  What  is  fame  f 

*  Is  fame,  my  lords,  that  fame  which  cannot  err,  a 

*  report  that  flies  on  a  fudden  through  a  nation,  of 

*  which  no  man  can  difcover  the  original  ?  a  fudden 

*  blaft  of  rumour  that  inflames  or  intimidates  a  peo- 
'  pie,  and  obtains,  without  authority,  a  general  credit  i 

*  No  man  verfed  ;n  hiftory  can  enquire  whether  fuch 

*  reports  may  not  deceive.    Is  fame  rather  a  fettled 

*  opinion  prevailing  by  degrees,  and  for  fonw  time  elU- 

*  blilhcd  ?  How  long  then,  my  lords,  and  in  what  de- 

*  gree  muft  it  have  been  eftablifhed  to  obtain  un- 

*  doubted  credit  ?  and  when  does  it  commence  infalli- 

*  ble  ?  If  the  people  are  divided  in  their  opinions,  as  in 

*  all  public  queftions  it  has  hitherto  happened,  fame 

*  is,  I  fuppofe,  the  voice  of  the  majority.     For  if  the 

*  two  parties  are  equal  in  their  numbers,  fame  will  be 
■  equal,  then  how  great  muft  be  the  majority  before  it 

*  can  lay  claim  to  this  powerful  auxiliary  ?    and  how 

*  Ihall  that  majority  be  numbered  ? 

*  Thefe  queftions,  my  lords,  may  be  thought,  per- 
<  haps  with  juftice,  too  ludicrous  in  this  place ;  but  in 

*  my  opinion  they  contribute  to  fliew  the  precarious 

*  and  uncertain  nature  of  the  evidence  fo  much  con- 

*  fided  in. 

*  Common  fame,  my  lords,  is  to  every  man  only 

*  what  be  himfelf  commonly  hears,  and  it  is  in  the 

*  power  of  any  man's  acquiuntance  to  vitiate  the  evi- 

*  dence  which  they  report,  and  to  ftirn  him  with  cla- 

*  moun,  and  terrify  him  with  apprchenfions  of  mifcriea 
'  never  felt,  and  dangers  invifible. 

<Buc 
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•  But  without  fuch  acombination,we  are  to  remember 

*  that  moft  men  affociate  with  thofe  of  their  ownopi- 
'  nions,  and  that  the  rank  of  thofe  chat  compore  diis 
'  aflen:ibly  naturally  difpofes  fuch  as  arc  admitted  to 

*  their  company,  to  relate  or  to  invent  fuch  reports  as 

*  may  be  favourably  received,  fo  that  what  appean 

*  to  one  lord  the  general  voice  of  common  fame,  majr 

*  by  another  be  thought  only  the  murmurof  a  petty 
'  faAion,  ddpicahlc  with  regard  ra  their  numbers,  and 
'  detellable  if  we  confiderthdr  principles. 

*  So  difficult  M  it,  my  lords,  to  form  any  IbUd  judg- 

*  ment  concerning  the  extent  and  prevalence  of  any 

*  particular  report,  and  the  degree  of  credit  to  be  given 

*  to  it.  Theinduftry  ofapartymayfupplythedcfeft 
'  of  numbers,  and  fome  concunent  circumftances  m^ 
'  contribute  to  give  credit  to  a  falfe  report. 

*  Bur,  my  Jords,  wr  are  ourfelves  appealed  to  as 

*  witneffes  of  the  trudi  of  fafts  which  prove  him  to  be 

*  fole  nunifter,  of  the  number  of  his  dependants,  the 
'  advancement  of  his  friends,  the  difappoincments  <^ 

*  his  opponentr,  and  the  declarations  made  by  bit 

*  followers  of  adherence  and  fidelity. 

•  If  it  ibould  be  granted,  my  lords,  that  there  is  no- 
^  thing  in  thcfc  reprefentations  exaggerated  beyond  the 

*  truth,  and  that  nothing  is  reprefcnted  in  an  impnqjer 

*  light,whacconfequence can  we  draw  but  that  diefol-. 
f  lowers  of  this  gentleman  make  ufe  of  thpfe  arcs  which 

*  have  always  been  praftifed  by  the  candidates  of  pre- 

*  ferment;  that  they  endeavour  to  gain  their  patron's 

*  fmHe  by  Battery  and  panegyric,  and  to  keep  it  by 

*  alltduity  and  an  appearance  of  gratitude  ?   And  if 

*  fuch  applications  exalted  any  man  to  the  authority 

*  and  di^e  of  firit  mincer,  the  nation  has  never,  in  my 

*  memoty, 
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*  memory,  been  without  Ibmeman  in  that  ftation,  for 
<  there  is  always  fome  one  ca  whom  ambition  and 

*  avarice  hare  paid  their  court,  and  whofe  regards 

*  have  been  purchafed  at  the  cxpcnce  of  truth, 

'  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  my  lords,  that  poft* 

*  of  honour  and  proBt  have  been   beftawed  upon 

*  the  friends  of  the  adminiflration,  for  who  enriches 

*  or  exalts  his  enemies  }  Who  will  encreafe  the  in- 
'  fluence  diat  is  to  be  exerted  againfl:  him,  or  add 

*  ftrength  to  the  blow  that  is  levelled  at  htmfe  If  i 

'  That    the  nght   honourable  gendeman  is  the 

*  only  difpofer  of  honours  has -never  yet  appeared} 

*  it  is  not  pretended,  my  lords,  thit  he  (tributes, 
'  them  widiout  the  confcnt  of  his  Majefly,  nor  even 

■  that  his  recommendation  is  abfolutely  necefliuy  to 

*  the  fuccefs  of  any  man's  applications.    If  he  has 

*  gained  more  of  his  Majefty's  confidence  and  elle«n 

*  than  any  other  of  his  fervants,  he  has  done  only 

*  what  every  man  endeavours,  and  what  thcjrefore  i« 

*  not  tt)  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime. 

*  It'  is  impolBble,  my  lords,  that  King^  like  other 

*  men  fhould  not  have  particular  motions  of  inclina- 

*  tion  or  diflike ;  it  is  polTible  that  they  may  fix  their 
'  alRAion  upon  objeds  not  in   the  higheft  degree 

*  worthy-of  their  regard,   and  overlook  others  that 

*  may  boaft  of  greater  excellencies  and  more  fhining 

*  merit,  but  this  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  without  proof^ 

*  and  the  regard  of  the  King  as  of  any  other  man, 

*  is  one  argument  of  defert  more  dian  he  can  produce 

*  who  has  endeavoured  after  it  without  elfeft. , 

*  This  imputed  ufurpation  muft  be  proved  upon 

■  him  either  by  his  own  confeflion  or  by  the  evidence 

*  of  others,  and  it  lias  not  yet  been  pretended  that  he 

^  afTumei 
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'  aflbine3  the  title  of  Prime  Minifter,  or  indeed  that 
'  it  is  applied  to  him  by  any  twit  his  enemies,  and  it 

*  may  eaSly  be  conceived  how  weakly  the  moft  un* 

*  corrupted  innocence  would  be  fupported  if  all  die 

*  afperiions  of  its  enemies  were  ro  be  received  as  piw^ 

*  againftit. 

•  Nor  docs  it  appear,  my  lords,  that  any  other  cri- 
'  dence  can  b^  brought  againft  him  on  this  head^  or 
'  that  any  man  will  ftand  forth  and  affimi,  that  either 

*  he  has  been  injured  himffclf  by  diis  gentleman,  oc 

*  known  any  injury  done  by  him  to  another  by  the 

*  exertion  of  audiority  with  which  he  was  not  lawfiilly 

*  invefed ;  fuch  evidence,  my  lords,  the  laws  of  our 

*  pountry  require  to  be  produced  before  any  man  can 

*  be  punifhed,  cenfured  or  difgraced.    No  man  is 

*  obliged  to  prove  his  innocence,  but  may  call  upon 
'  his  profecutors  to  fupport  their  accufation,  and 
'  why  this  honourable  gentleman,  whatever  may  have 

*  been  his  conduA,  Ihould  be  treated  in  a  different 

*  manner  than  any  other  criminal,  I  am  by  no  means 

*  able  to  difcover. 

*  Though  there  has  been  no  evidence  offered  of  his 
'  '  guilt,  your  lordfhips  have  heard  an  atteftation  of 

*  his  innocence  from  the  noble  Nardac  *  who  fpoke 
'  firft  agMnft  the  motion,' of  whom  it  cannot  be  (uf- 
•pcfted  that  he  would  voluntarily  engage  to  anfwer 

*  for  mcafurcs  which  hepurfued  in  blind  compliance 

*  with  the  direftion  of  another.     The  fame  teftimo- 

*  ny,  my  lords,  can  1  produce,  and  affirm  with  equal 

*  truth,  that  in  the  adminiftradon  of  my  province 

f  I  am  independent,  and  left  entirely  to  the  dccifions  ' 

*  of  my  own  judgment. 
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*  In  every,  government,  my  lords,  as  in  every  family, 

*  loose,  either  by  accident,  or  a  natural  induftty,  or  a 
'  fuperior  capacity,  or  fome  other  caufc,  will  be  cn- 

*  gaged  in  more  bufineis  and  created  with  more  con- 
.  •  fidence  than  others ;  but  if  every  man  is  willing  to 

*  anfwer  for  the  condudt  of  his  own  province,  there  is 

*  ^  the  fecwity  againft  corruption  that  canpoflibly 

*  be  obt^tjed ;   for  if  every,  man's  regard  to  his  own 

*  ik&ty  and  reputation  will  prevent  him  from  betraying 

*  his  truft  or  abufing  his  power,  much  more  will  it 

*  inciK  him  to  prevent  any  mifconduft  in  another  for 

*  which  he  muft  himfelf  be  accountable.    Men  arc 

*  ufually  fuiEciendy  tenacious  of  power,  and  ready  to 
'  vindicae  their  feparate  rights,  when  ijothiog  but  their 

*  pride  is  affeded  by  the  iifurpatbn,  but  furely  no 

*  man  will  pjtisntly  fuffcr  hjs  province  to  be  invaded, 

*  when  he  may  himfelf  be  ruined  by  the  conduft  of 

*  the  invader. 

*  Thus,  my  lords,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  not  only 

*  without  proof,  but  without  probability,  and  the  firft 

*  minifter  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  nothing  more  than  9 

*  fbmudablc  illuHon,  which,  when  one  man  thinks  he 

'  has  feen  it,  he  fljews  to  another  as  eafUy  frighted  a«  . 
'  himfelf,  who  joins  with  him  in  propagating  the  no^ 
'  tion,  and  in  fpreading  terror  and  refentment  over  the 
■  nation,  till  at  laft  the  panic  becomes  general,  and 

*  what  was  at  firft  only  whifpered  by  malice  or  preju- 

*  dice  in  the  cars  of  ignorance  or  credulity,  is  adopted 

*  by  common  fame,  and  echoed  back  from  the  people 

*  to  the  fenate. 

*  I  have  hitherto,  my  lords,  confined  myfelftothc 

*  confideration  of  one  fingle  article  of  this  complicated 

*  charge,  becaufe  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  only  part 

•of 
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*  of  it  ncceflary  to  be  exanuned,  for  if  once  it  be  ac- 

*  knowledgcd  that  the  afi^s  of  the  nation  are  tranfaft- 
'  ed,  not  by  the  imnifter  but  the  adminiilrwion,  by  the 

*  council,  in  which  every  man  who  fits  there  has  an 

*  equal  voice  and  equal  authority,  the  blame  or  j»aife 

*  of  all  the  nneafures  muft  be  transferred  frcHii  him  to 

*  the  council,  and  every  man  that  has  advifed  or  con- 

*  ciirred  in  them,  will  deferve  the  fame  cenfure  or  the 
. '  fiune  applauie ;  as  it  is  unjuft  to  punifh  one  man  f(»r 

*  the  crimes  of  another,  it  is  unjuft  to  chufe  one  man 

*  out  for  pxinifluneht  &om  among  many  othen  equ^y 

*  guilty.  • 

'  But  I  doubt  not,  my  lords,  when  all  thofe  meaftires 
'  are  equitably  conftdered,  there  will  be  no  puni(h- 

*  niihment  to  be  dreaded,  becaufe  neither  n^ligence 

*  nor  treachery  will  be  difcovered.    For^  my  lords, 

*  with  regard  to  the  treaty  of  Vinena  *,  let  us  fuf^fe 

*  our  minilters  deceived  by  ignorant  or  corrupt  in'- 

*  teWigence  j  let  us  admit  that  they  were  cautious 
'  where  there  was  no  danger,  and  neglefted  fiMne  op- 

*  portunities  which,  if  they  had  received  better  infor- 

*  mation,  they  might  have  improved  to  the  advant^ 
'  and  fecurity  of  the  nation  :    what  have  th^  done 

*  even  under  all  thefe  difadvantageous  fuppc^tions, 

*  but  followed  the  lights  which  they  judged  moft 

*  clear,  and  by  which  they  hoped  to  be  condufled  to 

*  honour  and  to  fafety  ? 

*  Policy,  my  lords,  is  very  different  from  prefcicnce, 
'  the  utmoft  that  can  be  attained  is  probability,  and 

*  that,  for  the  moft  pan,  in  a  low  degree.  It  is  ob' 
'  ferved  that  no  man  is  wife,  but  as  you  take  into 
'  confideration  the  weaknefs  of  another;  a masim 

. '  more  eminently  true  of  political  wifdom,    which 
•  Vienna. 

*  confifts 
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*  confifta  very  often  only  in  difcovering  dcTigos  which 
'  could  never  be  known  but  by  the  &llyor  trc^chtrf 
«  of  thofe  to  whom  diey  are  truftcd.    If  our  enemies 

*  werewife  enough  tt>  keep  their  own  fecrets,  neither 

*  our  minifters  nor  our  pitriots  would  be  able  toknow 

*  or  prevent  their  dcfigns,  nor  would  it  be  any  reproach 
'  to  their  fagacity  that  they  did  not  know  what  nc^ndy 
■  would  tell  them. 

*  If  therefore,  my  lc»da>  die  princes  vrhaCc  intereft 

*  is  contrary  to  our  own,  have  been  at  any  time  fwved 
«  byhoneftan(b^n^  men,  there  was  a  time  when  our 

*  minifflers  coiffd  aft  only  by  conjefture,  and  might 
'  be  miftakoi  without  a  crime. 

*  If  it  was  always  in  our  power  t»  penetriite  intd 

*  die  intentions  of  our  enemies,  theymuft  neceflarily 

*  have  the  fame  means  of  making  themfelves  acquaint- 

*  ed  with  our  projefts,  uid  yet,  when  any  of  them  are 

*  difcovered,  we  dunk  it  joft  to  impute  it  to  the  neg^- 
'  gencet^'dieminifter. 

*  Thus,  my  lords,  every  man  is  inclined  to  judge 
«  with  prejudice  and  partiality.     When  we  fuffer  by 

*  the  prudence  of  our  enemies,  we  charge  our  minifters 

*  with  wait  of  vigilance,  without  confidering  that  very 

*  often  nothing  is  neceflary  to  elude  the  moft  peoe- 

*  tracing  fagacitybut  obftinate  filence. 

*  If  we  enquire  into  the  tranfa^ons  of  paft  times, 

*  fhall  we  find  any  man,  however  renowned  for  his  abi-^ 

*  lities,  not  fometimes  impofed  upon  by  £Ufhoods,  and 

*  fometimes  betrayed  by  his  own  reafonings  into  mca- 

*  furesdeftruiliveofthepuipcrfeswhichheendeavoured 

*  to  promote?  There  is  nomanofwhofc  penetration 

*  higherideas  have  beenjuftly  formed,  or  who  gave  nwre 

*  frequent  proofs  of  an  uncommon  penetration  into  fii-  . 

*  tority 
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<  euntychaDClewiiiro*>  and  yet  fuccecding  times  have 
-'.  fufficiciitlj  diTcovered  the  wtgkadk  o£  aggruidizing 

*  Uefufcu  f  by  depKtRng  IberU  X*  «k1  wc  wonder  now 
'  how  fomuch  pcAicy  could  fall  into  fografs  an.error, 

*  as  not  rather  »>  fufier  power  to  remain  in  the  diftaitt 

*  enemyi  than  transfer  it  to  another  equally  divided 

*  from  as  byintereft,  and  far  more  foimidaUe  bytbe 
'  fituation  of  his  dominions. 

•  Ctewmro,  ray  lords,  fuffered  hinrfclf  to  be  hur- 

*  ried  away  by  the  near  profpe£t  of  prefent  advantages, 

*  and  die  apprehenfion  of  prefent  dangers,  and  every . 

*  odier  man  has  been  in  the  fame  manner  fometimes 

*  dduded  «ao  a  preference  of  iinaller  prelou  advan- 

*  tagc  to  a  greater  which  was  u»rc  remoK. 

'  Let  it  not  be  lu^d,  my  Umis,  that  poliacs  are 

*  advanced  fince  the  time  of  Clewnwo,  and  that  enon 

*  which  might  then  be  oommitted  by  the  wifcft  ad- 
'  mini(b'ation,  $xc  now  grols  and  r^iroachful :  we  are 

*  to  remember  th«  every  part  of  policy  has  been 

*  equally  improved,  and  that,  if  more  methods  of 

*  difcovvy  have  been  ftruck  out,  there  have  been 

*  likewife  more  trts  invented  of  dudiog  it. 

'  Whendierefore  we  enquire  into  tiie  coDdua,or  ex- 

*  amine  the  abilities  of  aminifter,  we  are  not  toexpedt 
'  that  he  fbould  appear  never  (»  have  been  deceived, 
'  but  that  he  Ihould  never  be  fwjnd  to  have  n^leded 
'  any  proper  means  of  in6»matioo,  nor  ever  to  have 

*  willmgly  given  up  the  intereft  of  his  country  j  but 

<  we  are  not  to  impute  to  his  wet^efs  what  is  only 
'  to  be  afcribed  to  the  wifd(»n  of  thofe  whan  he 
'  oppc^ed. 

•  If  this  ptoaj  my  lords,  »  realbnable,  it  will  be 

•  Cramwetl.        f  France,        t  Spftin. 

*  neccflary 
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*  neceflary  for  thofe  who  fupport  the  motion,  to  prove, 

*  not  only  that  the  treaty  of  Vinena  was  never  made, 

*  but  that  the  falfhood  of  the  report  either  was  or 
■  might  have  been  known  by  our  miniftcrS,  othcrwife 

*  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  retain  a  favourable  opinion 

*  of  their  integrity  and  abilities,  may  conclude,  that 

*  they  were  either  not  miftaken,  or  were  led  into  error 

*  by  fuch  dclufions  as  would  no  lefs  eafily  have  impof- 
'  ed  on  their  accufera,  and  that  by  exalting  their  cne- 

*  mies  to  their  (tations  they  Ihall  not  much  confult  the 

*  advantage  of  their  country. 

•  This  motbn  therefore,  my  lords,  founded  upon 

*  no  acknowledged,  no  indifputabie  fai£ls,  nor  fupporr- 

*  ed  by  legal  evidence,  this  motion,  which  by  appeal- 

*  ing  to  common  fame  as  the  ultimate  judge  of  every 

*  man's  actions,  may  bring  every  man's  lifeor  fortune 

*  into  danger,  this  motion,  which  condemns  without 

*  healing  and  decides  without  examining,  I  cannoc 
'  but  rge£t,  and  hope  your  lordihips  will  concur 

*  with  mc  • . 

This  nervous  fpcech  was  occaGoncd  by  o^e  of  the 
earl  of  Abingdon  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  whiclt  he 
pounded  on  the  evidence  of  common  fame.  The 
drift  of  lord  Hardwicke's  fpeech  is  to  invalidate  that 
kind  of  teftimony,  and  in  this  he  difplays  the  talents 
of  a  lound  lawyer  and  an  eloquent  orator ;  but  the 
private  virtues  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  were  fuch,  that 
few  of  his  enemies  wiflied  for  a  greater  punifhment  on 
him  than  the  diverting  him  of  power,  and  accordingly 
the'  motion  contained  no  fpecific  charge  of  crimes  that 
called  for  public  juftice :  it  tended  to  fhew  that  the 
minifter  had  been  inatMntive-to  the  complwnts  of  the 

*  GcnL  Mag.  1741,  page  40s. 

merdunts, 
S 
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inercluncs>  averfe  n>  the  profccution  of  the  war,  and 
unflciUiil  in  the  conduft  of  ic,  and  chat  the  councils 
f^  the  nation  had  not  piofpered  under  hU  inAueoce, 
and  that  thefe  fads  were  notorioui :  thefc  were  furcly 
rcafiini  for  his  reinoval>  and  fuperfcded  the  neceflicjr 
ti£  Xcf^  forms,  and  that  kind  of  evidence  which  is 
required  to  fupport  a  bill  of  attainder  or  an  im- 
peachment. Lord  Hardwicke*s  argument  may  there- 
fore feem  fallacious,  but  it  was  admirably  calculated 
to  elude  the  charge  %  be  wilfully  miAook  the  deflgn 
of  the  modon,  and  let  himlelf  to  invadidate  the  kind 
of  evidence  on  which  it  was  grouoded,  and  to  diew  its 
infufficiency  to  fupport  a  legal  proiccudon,  and  fuc- 
cceding  therein,  his  (^>ponena  thought  their  arguments 
refuted  when  in  truth  they  were  not. 

The  fpecch  of  Loni  Cbefterfield  on  a  different  fub- 
je£t,  and  a^unft  a  modure  of  a  fucceeding,  and,  as  ic 
was  pretended,  a  purer  adminiftnuioa,  ii  as  follows. 
'  My  Lords, 

*  The  bill  oow  under  our  confideratiofl  appears  to 

*  me  to  defervc  a  much  clofcr  r^ard  dum  feems  to 

*  hare  been  paid  co  it  in  the  other  houie,  through 

*  which  it  was  hurried  with  the  utmoft  prec^otation, 

*  and  where  ic  pailed  alincA  witbouc  the  fonrialicy  of 

*  a  debate;  nor  can  I  think  that  cameftnefswidi  which 

*  ibme  lords  fecm  inclined  to  prefs  it  forward  here, 

*  conliftent  with  the  importance  of  the  confcquencet 

*  which  may  be,  with  great  reafon,  cxpeAed  from  it. 

*  Ithas  been  urged  that  where  fo  great  a  Dumber 

*  hare  f<H7ned  expe£tatioitt  of  a  nadonil  benefit  dom 

*  any  bill,  fb  much  dcfemtce  at  leaft  is  due  to  their 

*  judgment,  as  that  the  bill  ihouid  be  confidered  in  a 

*  committee.  This,  my  lords,  I  admit  to  be,  in  other 

*  cafes,  a  juft  and  reaiiNuUe  demand,  and  will  readily 
Vol.  L  I  *  allow 
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*  allow  that  the  propofal,  not  only  of  a  confidCTable 

*  number,  but  even  of  any  fingle  lord,  ought  to  be  fully 
'  cxanfiined  and  regularly  debated,  according  to  the 
'  ufual  forms  of  this  affembly.  Bur  in  the  prefent  cafe, 

*  my  lords,  and  in  all  cafes  like  the  prefent,  the  de- 

*  mand  is  improper  becaufc  it  is  ufelefs,  and  it  is 

*  ufelefs  becaufe  we  can  do  now  all  that  we  can  do 

*  hereafter  in  a  committee.    For  the  bill  before  us  is 

*  a  money-bill,  which,  according  to  the  prefent  opinion 

*  of  the  clinabs*,  we  have  no  right  to  amend,  and 

*  which  therefore  we  hare  no  need  of  confidering  in  a 

*  committee,  fince  the  event  of  all  our  deliberations  muft 
'  be,  that  we  are  rither  to  rejeA  or  pafs  it  in  its  prefent 

*  date  J  for  1  fuppofe  no  lord  will  think  this  a  proper 

*  time  to  enter  into  a  controverfy  with  the  clinabs 

*  for  the  revival  of  thofe  priinleges  to  which,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  we  have  a  right,  and  fuch  a  controverfy,  the 

*  leaft  attempt  to  amend  a  money-bill  will  certainly 

*  produce. 

.   *  To  defire,  therefore,  my  lords,  that  this  bill  may 

*  be  confidered  in  a  committee,  is  only  to  defire  that 

*  it  may  gain  one  ftep  without  oppofition,  that  it  may 

*  proceed  through  the  forms  of  the  houfe  by  ftealth, 

*  and  that  the  confidcration  of  it  may  be  delayed  till 
>  the  exigencies  of  the  government  ftiall  be  fo  great, 

*  as  not  to  allow  time  for  raifing  thefupplies  by  any 

*  other  method. 

*  By  this  artifice,  grofs  as  it  is,  the  patrons  of  this 
5  wonderful  bill  hope  to  obfb-uA  a  plain  and  open 

*  dtte&ion  of  its  tendency.    They  hope,  my  lords, 

*  that  the  bill  Ihall  operate  in  the  fame  manner  with 

*  the  liquor  vdiich  it  is  intended  to  bring  into  more 

*  gener^  ofcj  and  that  as  thofe  that  drink  fpirits  art 

*  drunk 
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*  drunk  before  they  are  well  aware  that  they  arc 
'  drinking,  the  cffefts  of  this  law  (hall  be  perceived, 
'  before  we  know  that  we  have  made  it.     Their  intent 

*  is  to  give  us  a  dram  of  policy  which  is  to  be  fwal- 
'  lowed  before  it  is  tafted,  and  which,  when  once  it  a 

*  fwallowed,  will  turn  our  heads. 

'  But,  my  lords,  I  hope  we  Ihall  be  (6  cautious  as 

*  to  examine    the    draught   which  thefe  flate-em- 

*  pries  have  thought  proper  to  offer  us,  and  I  am 

*  confident  that  a  very  litdc  cxaminalion  will  con- 

*  vince  us  of  the  pernicious  qualities  of  their  new 

*  preparation,  and  fhew  that  it  can  have  no  other  effcft 
'  than  that  of  poifoning  the  public. 

*  The  law  before  us,  my  lords,  feems  to  be  the 

*  effeft  of  thatprafticeofwhich  it  is  intended  likc- 

*  wife  to  be  the  caufe,  and  to  be  dictated   by  the 

*  liquor  of  which  it  fo  efle£hially  promotes  the  ufe, 

*  for  furely  it  never  before  was  conceived  by  any  man 

*  intrufted  with  the  adminiftrarion  of  public  a^irs,  to 

*  raife  taxes  by  the  deftruftion  of  the  people. 

*  Nothing,  my  lords,  but  the  deftruftion  of  all  the 

*  moft  laborious  and  ufeful  part  of  the  nation,  can  be 
'  expefted  from  the  liccnfe  which  is  now  propofed  to 
'  be  given,  not  only  to  drunkennefs,  but  to  drunkcn- 
'  nefs  of  the  mc^  deteftable  and  dangerous  kind,  to 
'  the  abufe  not  only  of  intoxicating  but  of  poifonous 
■  liquors. 

*  Nothing,  my  lords,  is  more  abfurd  than  to  aflfcrr, 

*  that  the  ufe  of  fpirits  will  be  hindered  by  the  bill  now 
'  before  us,  or  indeed  that  it  will  not  be  in  a  very 
'  great  degree  promoted  by  it.    For  what  produces 

*  all  kind  of  wickednefs  but  the  profpeft  of  impunity 
'  on  one  part,  or  the  felicitation  of  opportunity  on 

la  'the 
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«  the  other  ?  Either  of  ,thcfe  have  too  freqiitntjy  bfcen 

*  fufficient  to  bwrpowet  the  fenfe  of  morality,  and 

*  even  of  religion,  and  what  is  not  to  be  feared  from 

*  them  when  they  fhall  unite  their  force,  arid  operate 

*  together,  when  temptations  ihall  be  increafed  and 

*  terror  taken  away  ? 

*  It  is  allowed  by  thoCe  who  havfe  hitherto  dii^JUted 

*  on  either  fide  of  this  queftion,  that  the  people  ap- 

*  pear  obftinately  enamoured  of  this  hew  liquor :    it 

*  is  allowed,  on  both  parts,  that  this  liquor  bOmipts 

*  the  mind  and  enervates  the  body,  and  dritroys  vi- 

*  gour  and  virtue,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  rtutkes  thofe 

*  who  drink  it  too  idle  and  too  feeble  for  work,  and 

*  while  it  impoVeriihes  chem  by  the  prcfent  eSptnce, 

*  difables  them  from  retrieving  its  ill  ccmfequehces 

*  by  fubfequent  induftry. 

'  It  might  be  imagined,  my  lords,  that  thofc  wha 

*  had  thus  far  ^reed,  would  not  ealUy  find  any  ~oc- 

*  cafion  of  difpute,  nor  would  any  man,  unkcquatnted 
'  with    the    motifes    by  Which    fenatorial    debates 

*  are  too  often  influenced,  fufpeft,  that  after  the  per- 
'  nicious  qualities  of  this  liquor,   and  the  geno-al 

*  inclination  among  the  people  to  the  immoderate 
'  ufe  of  it  had  been  generally  admitted,  it  could  bm 

*  afterwards  enquired,  whether  it  ought  to  be  made 

*  more  common,  whether   this  univerfal   thirft  for 

*  poifon  ou^t  to  be  encouraged  by  the  legiflatUre, 
'  and  whether  a  new  ftaeute  ought  to  be  made  to 
'  fecure  drunkards  in  the  gratification  of  their  ap- 

*  petites. 

*  To  pretend,  my  lords,  that  the  defign  of  rfiis  biM 
<  is  to  prevent  or  dirtiinifh  the  ufe  of  fpirits  is  to 

*  trample 
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trample  upon  common  fenfe*  and   to  violate  the 

'  niles  of  decency  as  well  as  of  reafon.    For  when 

*  did  any  man  hear  that  a  comntodity  was  prohibittd 

<  by  liceniing  its  fale>  or  that  O}  o^  and  reiiiie  is  the 

*  fame  a£tioa. 

'  It  is  indeed  pleaded  that  it  will  be  made  dearer  by 

*  the  tax  which  is  propof(;d,  and  that  the  iacreafe  of  the 

*  price  will  dimifliOi  the  nunfibersofthepurchlfers,  but 

<  it  is  at  the  fame  time  expe^ed,  th^t  this  tax  Qiall 

*  fupply  the  ei^ience  of  a  war  on  the  Continent-    It  b 

*  3&rted  there&re,  that  the  confumption  of  fpirics 

*  will  be  hindered,  and  yeti  that  it  will  be  fuch  as  may 

*  be  ex|>efted  to  fumifh,  fixm  a  very  fmall  tax,  a  re- 

*  venue  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  armies,  for  the 
'  rereftabliihmentoftheAuriftwi*  family,  and  the  re- 

*  preffioQ  of  the  stcempts  of  Blefufcu  f- 

'  Surely,  my  lords,  thde  expe&ations  arc  not  very 
'  confifteat,  nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  they  are  both 

*  formed  in  the  fame  head,  though  they  may  be  px- 

*  preffed  by  the  fame  mouth.    It  is,  however,  fomc 

*  recommendation  of  a^  ftatefman,  when,  of  his  afTcr- 

*  tions>  one  can  be  found  re^fon^Ie  or  true,  ^nd  in 

*  this,  praife  cannot  be  denied  to  our  prefent  mlnifters  j 

*  for  chough  it  is  undoubtedly  falfe  that  this  tax  will 

*  Icffen  the  confumption  of  fpirits,  it  is  certainly  true 

*  that  it  will  produce  a  very  large  revenue,  a  revenue 

*  that  will  not  fail  but  with  the  people  from  whole 

*  debaucheries  it  arifes. 

'  0.ur  minift^rs  will  therefore  have  the  fame  honotr 

*  with  their  predeceflbrs,  of  having  given  rife  to  a 

*  new  fund,  not  indeed  for  the  payment  of  our  debts, 

•  Auftrian.  t  Ffance. 
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*  but  for  much   more   valuable   purpofcs,  for  the 

*  exaltation  of  our  hearts  under  oppreflion,  for  threle- 

*  vation  of  our  fpirits  amidft  mifcarriages  and  difap- 

*  pointments,  and  for  the  chearfiil  fupport  of  thofe 

*  debts  which  we  have  loft  hopes  of  paying.    They 

*  are   refolved,  my  lords,   that  the   nation,  which 

*  nothing  can    make  wife,  ihall,   t^ile    they   are 

*  at  its  head,  at  leaft  be   merry,   and  fince  public 

*  happinefs  is  the  end  of  government,  they  feem 

*  to  imagine  that  they  Ihall"  deferve  apjdaufc,  by 

*  an  expedient,  which  will   enable  every  man  (o 

*  ky  his  cares  aflecp,  to  drown  forraw,  and  lofc,  in 

*  the  delights  of  drunkennefs,  both  the  public  miferics 
'  and  his  own. 

*  Surely,  my 'lords,  men  of  this  unbounded  bcne- 

*  volcnce  and  this  exalted  genius,  deferve  fuch  honours 
'  as  were  never  paid  before ;  they  deferve  to  beftridc 
'  a  butt  upon  every  fign-poft  in  the  metropolis,  or 

*  to  have  their  countenances  exhibited  as  tokens  where 
■  •  this  liquor  is  to  be  fold  by  the  licenfe  which  they 

*  have  procured.    They  muft  be  at  leaft  remembered 

*  to  future  ages  as  the  happy  politicians,  who  after 

*  all  expedients  for  raifing  taxes  had  been  employed, 

*  difcovercd    a    new  method  of  draining    the    laft 

*  rcliques  of  the  public  wealth,  and  added  a  new  reve- 

*  nue  CO  the  government ;  nor  will  thofe  who  (hall  herc- 

*  after  enumerate  the  feveral  funds  now  eftabliftied 

*  among  us,  forget,  annong  the  benefactors  to  their 

*  country,  the  iUuftrious  authors  of  the  drinking 

*  fon4. 

*  May  I  be  allowed,  my  lords,  to  congratulate  my 

*  countrymen  and  fellow-fubjefts   upon  the   happy 

*  tirpes  which  arc  now  approaching.  In  which  no 

*  man 
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<  man  will  be  difqualified  f(»-  the  privil^e  of  being 

*  drunk  i  when  all  difcoDKnt  and  difloyalty  Ihall  be 

*  forgotten,  and  the  people,  though  now  confidered 

*  1^  the  miniftry  as  dieir  enemies,  Ihall  acknowledge 
'  the  lenity  of  that  government  under  which   all 

*  reftraints  arc  taken  away. 

*  But  to  a  bill  for  fuch  deOrable  purpofes,  it  would 

*  be  proper,  my  lords,  to  prefix  a  preamble  in  which 

*  die  kindneft  of  our  intentions  ftiouid  be  more  fully 
'  explained,  that  the  nation  may  not  miftake  our 

*  indulgence  for  cruelty,  nor  confider  their  bene- 
*'  ncfaftors  as  their  perfecutors.  If  therefore  this  bill 
'  be  confidered  and  amended,  (for  why  elfe  Ihould  it 

*  be  confidered  ?)  in  a  committee,  I  fliall  humbly 
'  propofe  that  it  fhatl  be  introduced  in  this  manner : 
'  Wliereas  the  deligns  of  the  prelent  miniftry,  what- 
'  ever  they  are,  cannot  be  executed  without  a  great 

*  number  of  mercenaries,  which  mercenaries  cannot 
'  be  hired  without  money }  and  whereas  the  prefent 

*  difpofition  of  this  nation  to  drunkennefs,  inclines  us 
'  to  believe,  that  they  will  pay  more  chcarfuUy  for 
'  the  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  diftilled  liquors,  than 

*  for  any  other  conccflion  that  can  be  ii«ide  by  the 

*  government ;  he  it  enafted  by  the  King's  moft  ex- 
'  ccllent  Majefty,  that  no  man  fhall  hereafter  be  denied 

*  the  right  of  being  drunk  on  the  following  conditi- 
'  ons, 

*  This,  my  lords,  to  trifle  no  longer,  is  the  proper 
'  preamble  to  this  bill,  which  contains  only  the  con- 

*  ditions  on  which  the  people  of  this  kingdom  are  K» 
'  be  allowed  henceforward  to  riot  in  debauchery,  in  de- 
'  bauchery  licenfed  by  law,  and  countenanced  by  the 

*  ipjigiflxatcs,  for  there  is  no  doubt  but  thofc  on  vhma 

I  4  *  th^ 
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*  the  inveotors  of  diis  ux  {hM  ccmi«r  authority,  irill 
'  be  direfted  co  affift  their  mafters  in  their  deGgn,  to 

*  encourage  the  confumption  of  that  liquor  from 

*  which  fuch  Iwge  revenues  are  expcfted,  and  to  mul- 

*  tiply,  mthout  end,  thofe  licenfej  which  are  to  pay 

*  an  yearly  tribute  to  the  crown. 

*  By  this  unbounded  licenfe,  my  lotds,  that  price 
<  will  be  lefiened,  from  the  incre^  of  which  the  ex- 
«  pcftations  of  the  efficacy  of  this  law  are  pretended^ 

*  for  the  number  of  retailers  will  lelTen  the  value  as 

*  in  all  other  cafes,  and  leflen  it  more  than  diis  tax 

*  will  incrcafc  it.    Befides,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that 

*  at  prefent  the  retailer  expefts  to  be  paid  for  the 
'  danger  which  he  incuis  by  ui  unlawful  trade>  and 

*  will  not  truft  his  reputation  or  his  parte  to  the  mercy 
'  of  his  cuflomer,  without  a  profit  propornoned  to 

*  rfie  hazard ;  but  when  once  the  reftr^nt  fliall  be 

*  taken  away,  he  will  fell  for  common  g^n^  and  it 

*  .can  hardly  be  imagined,  that  at  prefent  he  fut^e£te 
'  himfelf  to  informations  and  penalties  for  lefs  than 

*  lix-pence  a  gallon. 

'  The  fpccious  pretence  on  which  this  bill  is  founded, 

*  and  indeed  the  only  pretence  that  deferves  to  be 

*  termed  fpecious,  is  the  propriety  of  taxing  vice; 

*  but  this  maxim  of  government  has,  on  this  occafion, 

*  been  either  mift^en  or  pwverted.    Vice,  my  lords, 

*  is  not,  properly,  to  be  taxed  but  fuppreffed,  and 

*  heavy  taxes  are  fomctimes  the  only  means  by  which 

*  that  fuppreflion  can  be  attained.  Luxury,  my 
'  lords,  or  the  cxcefs  of  that  which  is  pernicious  only 
"  by  its  excefs,  may  very  properly  be  taxed^  that  fuch 
«  excefs,  though  not  ftriftly  unlawful,  may  be  made 

*  mors  difficult ;  but  the  ufe  of  thofe  things  which 

■  arc 
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'  are  fimpdy  tuirt&l,  luirtfiil  is  xhdr  own  na&re  and 
'  in  every  degree,  is  to  be  protubiced.    KonCj  mf 

*  lords,  ever  heard  in  any  mdon  of  «  t«  upon  theft  or 
'  adultery,  becauTe  a  tax  ireqdks  ft  Ikcnfe  granttd  (or 

*  die  ufe  of  that  which  is  taxed,  to  aU  who  fhall  be 

*  willing  to  pay  it. 

'  Drunkennefs,  ray  lords,  is  univerfally,  and  in  all 
<  circumftances  an  evil,  and  there&re  eu^t  boc  to  be 

*  taxed,  but  punilhed,  and  the  meaiu  of  it  not  to  be 
•  *  made  eafy  by  a  il^ht  impoft  which  none  can  feel, 

'  but  to,  be  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  the  people^ 

*  and  fccured  by  the  heavieft  taxes  levied  with  the 

*  utmoft  rigour.    I  hope  tbofe  go  whole  care  the 
^  religion  of  the  nation  is  particularly  conQgaed,  wiU 

*  unantmoully  Join  with  me  in  rauntaiiuRg  the  ite- 

*  ccffitynotoftaxingvicebutfupprefingit,  andiunite 
'  for  the  rcjeftion  of  a  bill,  by  which  the  future  a« 

*  well  as  dte  prefent  happinefi  of  thouliuids  muft  be 

*  deftreyed*.' 

This  fpeech  is  a  contrail  to  that  of  lonl  H^- 
wicke,  and  to  him  who  uttered  it  may  be  applied  the 
charafter  which  bilhop  Burnet  gives  of  Waller,  viz. 

*  That  he  was  only  concerned  to  fay  diat  which  ibould 
■  make  him  applauded ;  he  never  laid  die  bulincfs  of 

*  the  houfeto  heart,  being  a  vain  and  empty,  though 

*  a  witty  man.' 

The  fubjeft  of 'this  important  debate  was  a  bill  to 
relh:ain  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  founded  on  evi- 
dence diat  no  lefs  a  quantity  than  fcvcn  millions  of 
gallons  thereof  were  yearly  -diftilled  and  confumed 
in  this  country,  and  that  in  many  parflhes  within  the 

•  Gent.Mi^.  I7+J.page6«5. 
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.  bills  of  mortality,  exclufive  <rf"  London  and  South* 
wark,  every  fotth  houfe  retailed  them.  The  bill, 
under  the  influence  of  the  duke  of  NcwcafUe,  lord 
Carteret,  Mr. -Sandys  and  others,  the  then  miniftry, 
pafled  the  commons  with  litdc  or  no  oppofition,  and 
money  was  immediately  raifed  on  the  tax  thereby  im- 
pofed.  In  the  houfc  of  lords  it  was  vehemently  oppofed 
by  the  bilhops  and  many  of  the  lay  lords,  with  ^at 
force  of  reafoning,  and  by  lord  Chefterheld  in  the 
above  fpeech,  which  has  litde  of  argument  in  it, 
though  it  goes  to  prove,  that  the  praftice  ought  to 
have  been  fuppreflcd  rather  than  tolerated.  It  how- 
ever pafled,  and  notwithftanding  the  fubfequcnt  laws 
fince  made  to  palliate  it,  the  evil  to  a  great  degree 
fubfifts  at  this  day. 

In  the  perufal  of  thefe  debates,  as  written,  we  can- 
not but  wonder  at  the  powers  that  produced  them. 
The  author  had  never  pafled  thofe  gradations  that  lead 
to  the  knowledge  of  men  and  bufine& :  bom  to'  a 
narrow  -  fortune,  of  no  profeflion,  converfant  chiefly 
with  books,  and,  if  we  believe  fome,  fo  deficient  in 
the  formalities  of  difcourfe,  and  the  practices  of  cere- 
mony, as  in  converfation  to  be  fcarce  tolerable  i  unac- 
quainted with  the  ftile  of  any  other  than  academical 
dtfputation,  and  fo  great  a  flxanger  to  fcnatorial  man- 
ners, that  he  never  was  within  the  walls  of  either  houf? 
of  parliament.  That  a  man,  under  thefe  difadvantages, 
Jhould  be  able  to  frame  a  fyflem  of  debate,  to  compofe 
fpeeches  of  fuch  excellence,  both  in  matter  and  form, 
as  fcarcely  to  be  equalled  by  thofe  of  the  molt  able  and 
experienced  ftatefmen,  is,  I  fay,  matter  of  aftpnifliment, 
and  a  proof  of  talents  that  qualified  him  for  a  fpeajcer 
in  die  laoSt  auguft  afiembly  on  earth, 

Cave, 
a 
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Cave,  who  had  no  idea  of  the  powers  of  eloquence 
over  the  human  mind,  became  fenfible  of  its  eBc&s 
in  the  profits  it  brought  him  :  he  had  long  thought 
that  the  fuccefs  of  his  Magazine  proceeded  from  thofc 
parts  of  it  that  were  conduced  by  himfelf,  which 
were  the  abridgement  of  weekly  papers  written  ag^nft 
the  miniftry,  fuch  as  the  Craftfman,  Fc^s  JoumaJ, 
'  Common  Senfe,  the  Weekly  Mifcellany,  the  Weft- 
minfter  Journal,  and  others,  and  alfo  marlhalling  the 
paflxrrals,  the  elegies,  and  the  fongs,  the  epigrams,  and 
the  rcbufes  that  were  fent  him  by  various  correlpon- 
dents,  and  was  fcarcely  able  to  fee  the  caufes  that  at 
this  time  incrcafed  the  fale  of  his  pamphlet  from  ten 
to  fifteen  dioufand  copies  a  month,  But  if  he  fawnot,  he 
felt  them,  and  manifeftcd  his  good  fortune  by  buying 
an  old  coach  and  3  pair  of  older  horfes ;  and,  that  he 
might  avoid  the  fufpicion  of  pride  in  fetting  up  an 
equipage,  he.  displayed  to  the  world  the  fource  of  his 
affluence,  bya  reprefcntation  of  St.  John's  gate,  inftead 
of  his  arms,  on  the  door-pannel.  This  he  told  me 
himielf  was  the  reason  of  diftinguifhing  his  carriage 
from  others,  by  what  fome  might  ihlnk  a  whlmCcal 
device,  and  alfo  for  cauluig  it  to  be  engraven  on  all 
his  plate. 

Johnfon  had  his  reward,  over  and  above  the  pecu- 
niary recompence  vouchfafed  him  by  Cave,  in  the 
^neral  applaufe  of  his  labours,  which  the  increafed 
demand  for  the  Magazine  implied ;  but  this,  as  his 
performances  fell  fhort  of  his  powers,  gratified  him  but 
little  i  on  the  contrary,  he  difapproved  the  deceit  he  was 
compelled  to  praftice  j  his  notions  of  morality  were  fo 
ftrid,  that  he  would  fcarcely  allow  the  violation  of 
truth  in  the  moft  trivial  inftance$>  and  faw,  in  faUhood 

of 
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of  all  kiods)  a  t^^pitude  fhu  he  could  never  be  tho- 
roughly reconciled  to :  uid  tjiough  the  fraud  w^ 
perhaps  not  greater  dian  the  fiftitious  relatiops  in  Sir 
Thomas  More's  Utopia,  lord  Bacon's  Nov?  Atlantis, 
and  bifhop  Hall's  Mundus  alter  ei  idcni}  Jphofon  was 
,  not  eafy  till  he  had  difclofed  the  deception. 

In  the  mean  tinie  it  weis  curious  to  oblerve  how  the 
deceit  operated.  It  has  above  been  remarked,  th^t 
Johnfon  hod  the  art  to  give  different  cploprs  to  the 
feveral  fpcechcs,  &  that  fome  appear  to  be  declama- 
tory and  enei^tic,  rcfcmbling  the  orations  of  De- 
mofthencs;  others  like  thofe  of  Cicero,  calm,  perfua- 
live  j  others,  more  particularly  thofe  attributed  to  fuch 
counpy-gentlemen,  merchants,  and  feamen  as  had 
feats  in  parliament,  bear  the  charadtcriftic  of  plainnefs, 
bluntnefs,  and  an  affe6ted  honefly  as  oppofe^  to  the 
plaufibility  c^  fuch  as  were  undeiHood  or  fufpe^ted  to 
be  courtiers:  the  artifice  had  its  eSe& ;  Voltaire  was 
betrayed  by  it  iato  a.  declaration,  that  the  eloquoice 
of  ancient  Greece  and  Ronie  was  revived  in  the  Britiili 
fenate,  and  a  fpeech  of  the  lace  earl  of  Chatham 
when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  oppofition  to  one  of  Mr.  I^oratio 
Walpole,  received  the  higheft  applaufe,  and  was  by 
all  that  red  it  taken  for  genuine  ;*  and  we  are  furdier 

told 

•  The  fpeedi  here  sUuded  to,  talcing  it  to  have  been  fpolcen  as 
it  isprintEd.wu  uttered  in  a  debate  onabill  for  the  encouragement 
and  eacrt:^fe  of  Teamen,  containing  a  cUu{efDraicgiAer  af&atnen, 
Wd  was  intended  to  take  away  the  aecdSty  of  imprcffing  for  tNe 
fea-fervice,  which  bill,  as  being  a  mijiiltcrial  meafure,  was  vehe- 
mently oppofed.  It  is  a  reply  ,void  of  argument  and  loaded  with  abufe, 
to  a  tbber  reproof  of  a  grave  and  experienced  fcnator.  To  judge  of  its 
^crits,  and  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  fpeaker'g  method  of  debating  at 
that  early  period  of  ius  Ufe,  it  is  neceflary  to  compare  it  with  thai 
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told  of  a  perfbn  iK  a  high  office  under  the  govemmettt, 

Who  being  at  brtakfaft  at  a  gentleman's  chambtts  in 

Gray's  inn, 

n  wUch  it  ptTtcnds  to  be  an  anfwer.  and  lor  that  {Wq)o&  both 
arc  here  infened,  and  ftrll  thu  of  Mr.  Wal{iDle. 

•    SiK, 

•  I  was  unwilling  lo  intcrmpt  the  comik  of  thii  debate  wliile 
'  it  was  carried  on  with  calmnefs  a.nd  decency  by  men  who  do  uot 

*  fuSer  the  anlonr  of  oppofmon  to  cloud  their  rfeafbni  or  tranlpMt 
'  them  to  fuch  expi-eflioni  ai  the  dignity  of  this  aflembly  doea  Hot 

*  admit.  I  have  hitherto  deferred  to  anTwcr  the  gentleman  who 
'  declaimed  againll  the  bill  with  fuch  Hueiicy  ofrhetmic,  and  fach 
'  vehemence  of  gelhire.  who  charged  the  advocatei  for  the  ex- 

*  pedients  now  propofed,  with  having  no  regard  to  any  btereft  but 
<  their  own,  and  with  making  lawi  only  to  confiune  paper,  and 

'  threatened  them  with  the  defeAion  of  their  adherents,  and  the    ' 
'  I0&  of  their  inAUente,  upon  thii  new  difcovery  of  their  Jblly  and 

*  their  ignorance. 

'  Nor,  Sir,  do  I  now  anfwer  him  (or  any  other  purpofe  than  to 
'  remind  him  how  little  the  clamoon  of  rage,  and  petolaucy  of 

*  inveCdves  contribute  to  the  pnrpolca  for  which  thii  aAenlvIy  i* 

*  called  together ;  how  little  the  diicovery  of  truth  ii  promoted, 

*  and  the  fecnrity  of  the  nation  efbblilbed  by  potapoiu  diflton  and 
'  theatrical  emotioai. 

*  Foftnidable  founds  and  fbrious  declamations,  confident  afler- 

*  tions,  and  lofty  periodi,  mayaffefl  the  young  and  unexperienced, 
'  and  perhaps  the  gentleman  may  hare  eontrafted  his  halHts  of 

*  oratory  by  converAng  more  with  tfiofe  of  his  own  age  than 
'  widt  fuch  as  hxve  had  more  (^)portunitiei  of  acquiring  know- 

*  ledge,  and  more  fucce&ftil  methods  of  cemmnninting  their 
'  feiitiments. 

'  If  the  heat  of  hit  temper,  Sk,  would  fuficr  him  to    attend 

*  to  thole  whoTe  age  and  long  acquaintance  with  buTinef)  give 

*  them  an  indifputable  right  to  deference  and  fuperiority,  he 
'  would  learn,    in   time,    to  rcalbn  rather    than    dedaim,    and 

*  to  prefer  jaflncfi  of  argument^  and  an  actuate  kjiowledge  of 
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Gray's  inn,  Johnlbn  being  alfo  there,  declared,  diat 
by  the  ftyle  alone  of  the  fpeeches  in  the  debates,  he 

could 

*  Ma,  to   fbonding  epitheti   and  Iplendid  bpahans,  wluch 

*  nay  <lifturi>  the  iauginadon  for  a  moment,  but  leave  no  IxlUng 
(  impreffion  oa  the  mind. 

'  He  will  learOf  Sir,  that  ro  accoTe  and  prove  are  very  diJlcmit, 

<  and  that  reproachei,  unfnpponed  by  evidence,  affed  only  the 
'  character  of  Mm  thai  utten  them.     Excurfioni  of  ftncy  and 

<  (lights  of  (»^tory  are  indeed  pardonable  in  yoong  meUf  but  in 

*  no  other,  and  it  would  finely  contribute  more,  even  to  the  pnr- 

*  pofe  for  which  fome  gentlemen  appear  to  fpeak,  that  ofdepre- 

*  dating  the  condiiA  of  the  adminiftration,  to  prove  the  inom- 

*  venience*  and  injuAice  of  tbif  bill,  than  barely  to  aflert  them, 

■  with  whatever  magnificence  of  language  or  appearance  of  zeal, 
'  faonefty  or  compaffion.' 

To  this  fbber  and  temperate  Ipeech  uttered  by  a  grave  lenator, 
who  had  ferved  his  country  in  various  capacities,  and  whofe  moral 
character  was  irreproachable,  the  following  was  the  infwer  of  Mr. 
William  Pitt: 

'  Sir, 

•The  atrodoos  crime  of  bdng  a  yoimg    man,   which   the 

<  jHjlDurable  gentleman  has  with  fuch  fprit  and  decency  charged 

*  qpon  me,  I  (hall  neither  V^nipt  to  palliate  nor  deny,  but  con- 

*  tent  myfelf  with  wilhing,  that  I  may  be  one  of  thofe  whofe 

■  follies  may  ceafe  with  thrir  youth,  and  not  of  that  number  who 

*  arc  ignorantin  fpite  of  experience. 

, '  Whether  youth  can  be  imputed  to  any  man  ai  a  reproach,  I 
•Twill  rot.  Sir,  a(rume  the  province  of  determining ;  but   furely 

■  '3ge  may  become  jullly  contemptible,  if  the  opportunities  which 
'  it  brings  have  palTed  away  withmt  improvement,  and  vice  appeart 
'  to  prevail  when  the  paffions  have  fubfided.  The  wretch  that, 
'  after  having  feen  the  conlequcnces  of  a  thouland  errors,  a>n- 

*  tinucs  fliU  to  blunder,  and  whofe  age  has  only  added  obltinacy 

*  to  ftupidity,  is  furely  the  objefl  of  either  abhorrence  or  ccm- 
'  tempt,  and  deferves  not  that  his  grey  head  Ihould  fecure  him 

*  from  infuiu. 

'Modi 
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could  fererally  aflign  them  to  the  pcribns  by  whom 
they  were  delivered.  Johnfon  upon  hearing  this,  could 


'  Mack  more.  Sir,  u  he  to  be  ablioried,  who,  a*  he  hu  ad- 
'  vanced  in  age,  has  receded  fitun  virtue,  and  becomes  mor* 
'  wicked  with  leCj  temptation,  who  profBtutei  himfelf  for  moaey 
'  which  he  cannot  enjoy,  and  fpcndi  the  remains  of  bij  lift  in 
■  the  ruin  of  hb  cwmiry. 

'  BDt  jrouth.  Sir,  is  not  my  only  cijme ;  I  have  been  accvfed 
'  of  aAing  a  theatrical  pait.     A  theatrical  part  may  either  imply 

<  fome  peculiarities  of  geftnre,  or  a  diFmiulation  of  my  real  fcn- 

<  timents,  and  an  adoption  of  the  opinions  andlangnage  of  another 
'  man. 

■  In  the  firft  fenfe.  Sir,  the  charge  is  too  trifling  to  be  con- 
'  fiited,  and  defervea  only  to  be  mentioned  that  it  may  be  def- 
'  pifed.  I  am  at  liberty,  like  every  other  man',  to  ufe  my  own 
'  language ;  and  though  I  may  perhapt  have  Ibme  ambition  to 
'  pleafe  this  gentleman,!  fhall  not  lay  myfelf  under  any  refiraint, 
'  nor  very  folicitouliy  copy  his  diftion  or  his  mienj  however  matw 
'  ed  by  age,  or  modelled  by  expeiience. 

'  If  any  man  fball,  by  charging  me  with  theatrical  behaviour, 

•  imply,  that  I  utter  any  Tentimcnts  but  my  ov™,  I  (hall  treat  him 
'  as  a  calumniator  and  a  villain,  nor  Ihall  any  proteftion  Iheltcr 
'  him  from  the  treatment  which  he  defcrvei.  I  fhatl,  on  (^^M' 
'  occafion,  without  fcruple,  tram^e  upon  all  thofe  foriflHRBi* 
'  which  wealth  and  dignity  intrenoi  themfelves,  nor  Hiall   any 

•  thing  but  age  «ftrain  my  refeAtmcnt.'  Age,  which  always 
'  brings  one  privilege,  that  of  being  infolent  and  fupercilious 
'  without  punilhment.  ^ 

'  But  with  regard.  Sir,  to  thofe  whom  I  have  offended,  I  am 
'  of  opinion,  that  if  I  had  aAed  a  borrowed  part,  X  fhould  have 
'  avoided  their  cenfure ;  the  heat  that  offended  them  is  the  ar- 
'  dour  of  conviftion,  and  that  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  my  country, 
'  which  neither  hope  nor  fear  (hall  infiueiicc  me  to  fuppre&.    I 

•  will  not  fit  nnconcemed  while  my  liberty  b  invaded,  nor  lode 

•  in  filencenpon  public  robbery.  I  will  exert  my  endeavonrs,  at 
'  whatever  hazard,   to  repel  the  aggreflbr  and  drag  the  thief  to 

•  juftice,  whoever  mayprotefi  them  in  their  viltany,  and  who- 
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not  re&atn  from  undeceiving  him,  b^  confeffing  that 
him^f  vas  the  author  of  them  aU.. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  with  refpe&  to  the  general 
principles  avowed  in  the  ipeeches,  and  the  fentiments 
therein  contMned,  they  agree  with  the  charafters  of  ^ 
the  perfons  to  whom  they  are  afcribed.  Thus,  to 
inftance  in  chofe  of  the  upper  houfe,  the  fpecches  of  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  lords  Carteret  and  Hay,  are 
calm,  terftpcrateand  perfuafivc;  thofe  of  the  duke  of 
Argyte  and  lord  Talbot,  furious  and  declamaEory,  and 
lord  Chdlerfield's  and  lord  Hervey's  florid  but  flimfy. 
In  the  other  houfe  the  fpecches  may  be  thus  chara^- 
liied  I  the  minifler's  mild  uid  conciliatory,  Mr.  Pulte- 

'  evtrmay  partake  of  their  pluitdn.   And  if  the  hoboorable  gen- 

*  tienun — At  thefe  tvordi  Mr.  Winmngtcm  rofr  up,  and  calling  Mr. 
Pitt  to  order,  made  i  fliiMt  fpeech,  to  wbich  Mr.  Pin  nude  diii 
tunfwer: 

*  If  tKii  be  to  prefcrve  order,  there  la  no  danger  of  indecency 
'  ftoqt  the  iDoft  liceutioas  tongue,  for  what  calumny  can  be  more 

■  anocioat,  or  what  reproach  more  ferere,  than  that  of  fpeakiog 

*  with  regaid  to  any  thing  but  tmth.  Order  may  fometimes  be 
'  broken  by  pawnor  inadvertency,  but  will  hardly  be  re-eftablilhed 
'  by  monitors  tike  this,  who  cannot  govern  hia  own  pailioo,  whilft 

*  he  is  rcflraining  the  impctnolity  of  others. 

'  Happy,  Sir,  would  itbeforoiankindfifeveryokteknewhisown 
'  province ;  we  Ihould  not  then  lee  the  fame  man  at  once  a  criminal 

■  and  a  judge,  nor  would  this  gentleman  alTume  the  right  of 
'  diOating  to  others,  what  he  has  not  learned  himfelf. 

*  That  I  may  return  in  fbme  degree  the  fiivour  which  he  in- 

*  tends  me,  I  will  advife  him  never  hereafter  to  exert  himfelf 

*  on  the  fbbjeft  of  order,  but,  whenever  he  findi  himfelf  inclined 
'  to  fpeak  OB  fuch  occafiou,  to  icmember  bow  he  lut  now  fuc- 

*  ceedcd,  and  condemn  in  £Ience,  what  his  cenfurce  will  never 
'  reform  •  .* 

'  Gent.  Mag.  1741,  page  ;6B  etfe^. 

ney's 
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ncfs  nervous,  methodical  snd  weighty,  Mr.  Shif^a't 
blunt  and  dogmatical,  Sir  John  Barnard's  clear,  dpc'' 
daily  on  commercial  futgefts,  LyttdMn'a  ftiffand  imi- 
tative of  theRomanoratt>ry,andPitt'svoid  of  argument 
but  rhapfodically  and  difiufively  elbqueot*.  In  other 
particulars  the  debates  of  Johnfon  are  liable  to  the 
&me  ol^e£tions>  but  in  a  greater  degree,  as  thofe  <rf' 
Guthrie ;  the  language  of  them  is  too  good,  and  the 
fiyle  fuch  as  none  of  the  perfons  to  whom  the  fpeechea 
are  afligned  were  able  t»  difcourfe  in. 

The  confeffion  of  Johnfon  above-mentioned,  was 
the  firft  ^t  revealed  the  fecret  that  the  (Abates  in- 
ferted  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  were  fictitious, 
and  compofed  by  himfelf.  After  that,  he  was  free, 
and  indeed  induftrious,  in  the  communication  of  it, 
for  being  infomied  that  Dr.  SmoUet  was  writing  ji 
hiftoiy  of  England,  and  had  brought  it  down  to  the 
laft  reign,  he  cautioned  him  not  to  rely  on  the  debates 
as  given  in  the  Ma^zine,  for  that  they  were  not  au- 
thentic, but,  excepting  as  to  their  'general  import,  th« 
work,  of  his  own  imagination. 

As  the  fubjeds  of  thefe  debates  are  at  this  time  be- 
come very  little  intendfting,  I  ihall  not  attempt,  farther 
than  I  have  already  done,  to  embellilh  thefe  memoirs 
by  a  feledion  of  any  of  diofe  nervous  arguments,  of 
<  eloquent  paflages  with  which  they  abound,  and  the 
rather  as  it  is  impolTible  in  the  relation  of  a  conBu^ 
between  two  contending  parties,  to  determine  the  me- 
rits of  their  feveral  pretenfions,  or  diftinguilh  between 

'  *  Mr.  Pitt  |«D&fled  himfelf  to  be  no  ItaSonvt.  In  the  medhgf 
of  hu  party  10  fettle  the  method  of  condii£ting  8debUe,inoppofitloa 
to  the  minifter,  hs  declined  the  enforcing  pstrticokr  charges  of 
nal-adminiftradon,  and  alwayicbofe  what  lie  called  the  peroradon. 

Vol.  I.  K  fpecious. 
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fpecibus>  and  found  reafotiing.  In  the  atKtnph  ttr 
remove  the  minifterj  e:qjetirnce  has  hbWewr  tron- 
vihted  us.that  ambition  wd  perfonal  icfentment  Wen 
the  motives  that  aftuaied  his  (^)pdnents,  foj-  mNtha* 
when  they  attained  to  po^et  did  they  matiifeft  greater 
integritjT)  nor  did  they  ceafe  to  pladiie  diofe  inediodB 
for  the  maintaining  theif  influence  over  the  priilit: 
coUhcih>  which  were  imputed  to  him  as  critnin^. 

It  is  bcfide  my  putpofe  to  enter  ihto  a  Fortntd 
defence  of  the  odminifb^don  of  this  fertant  of  tht 
|)»ibtic,  or  to  attempt  a  dettftion  of  the  Bits  that 
«^re  prattifed  to  render  him  odious ;  I  *ili  newh- 
thelefs  mention  a  few  fa^  ^peAihg  him  that  havt 
tome  to  my  o*n  khowledgC)  and  may  fenre  to  exoil- 
pati  hihi,  in  fomfc  degree,  from  the  chii^  of  being 
aA  tnerny  v6  the  tohftiiutidn  or  the  iilDcrefts  of  dtik 
cMirttty. 
When  he  firft  came  (ttW  pbwft-}  htfouftd  it  his  dwy 

.  to  iihdtrtekfe  the  arduous  taht  of  t*tonciUhgth*  peo^ 
ft*  the  dominion  of  a  prihc*  fetora  in  dfta^ign  country, 
and  fecuring  the  fucceffion  to  hift  defcehdaMs>  «hd 
this  hfe  lived  to  fefe-effefted.  Wat  he  hated  as  much 
as  fomc  of  his  fuccetTors  did  pAct)  and  from  a  trar 
With  SpMii  hb  foreft*  thai  ho  good  to«!d  fblha* :  Hit 
Rttlthifcnts  ftbiTittd  of  that  pb*er  Ak*  very  rerrtOtfc,  ariS 
ih  a  clilhate  deftfuftivt  "to  Eng^iftmen  j  fO  Aft  ■ifhat 
Wfe  Wd-e  evw  AMc  td  take  ftorti  diwn  wc  nevw  could 
tiold.    The  eJrtcHfion  of  empire  was  Hever  hiswilh; 

-  but  tht  encouhigemeht  of  comme4-«  ahd  the  impmve=- 
ment  of  the  revenue,  in  both  which  fubjcfts  his  fldll  was 
unrivalled,  engrofTcd  his  attention.  To  effeftthe  one, 
a  grtftttr  ftwnber  of  iaws  in  its  favour  were  framed  and 

po&d 
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paflfed  under  his  £u^cm»  than  had  ever  been  CBtftcd  in 
any  known  period  of  equal  durarion  widi  his  miidftiy  t 
and  to  carry  the  other  Into  practice,  he  pn^eftedafchenw 
fbrancctenfion  (/thcexi:ife,as  dKonlyTneanBtifihit- 
ting  a  Rap  id  the  frauds  of  merchanu  and  illidt 
traders,  and  making  the  receipts  oi  dut  branch  of  the 
public  income  equal  to  what  tfaey  were  computed  at. 
This  Tcheme,  it  is  tnie,  fubjeAed  him  to  much  ofa-* 
loquf,  and  he  was  nectfliutcd  Co  ^undon  it  -,  but  tit 
a  fucceeding  admlhiftrarion  it  was  partly  caniod  int^ 
execution,  at  the  cxpicfs  folicicatton  of  the^rincipal 
perfons  concerned  in  that  aitick  of  trade  wuch  it  was 
fu^cAed  would  have  been  mcA  afifeded  had  ths 
fcheme  paffed  into  a  Uw :  and  afterwards  the  molt 
popular  minifta  chat  erer  (tinided  the  councils  of 
this  country,  fcraplcd  not  to  declare  in  full  fenate,  that 
if  ever  a  time  fhouW  arrive  that  was  likely  to  render 
the  projeA  feafible,  himTdf  would  recommend  an  ex-* 
cenllon  of  the  exdfe-laws  as  a  meafure  big  with  ad- 
vano^  to  commerce,  to  the  revenue,  and  to  the 
general  interefb  of  the  kingdom. 

The  queftion  whether  he  was  in  principle  an  enemy 
,tohis  country  or  noil^will  pofTibly  be  decided  by  the 
following  faifl,  which  the  beft  authority  warrants  me 
in  relating :  When  he  was  feized  with  the  diforder 
that  put  3  period  to  his  days,  and  from  its  violence 
he  had  abandoned  the  hope  of  living  much  longer, 
he  called  one  of  his  ferns  to  him,  gave  him  his  bteOing, 
and  wiUi  tears  in  his  eyes  told  him,  that  from  intelli> 
'  gence  he  had  obtained,  he  would  aflure  htm  that  with- 
in a  twelvemonth's  time  the  crown  of  England  would 
te  fought  for  upon  Englifh  ground:  the  fubfcquenc 
K  2  (ebellion 
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rebellion  m  17451  and'  the  irrupdons  of  the  enanf 
beyond  the  borders  of  the  north,  verified  this  pre- 
didion. 

As  I  fhalt  have  but  little  occalioh  to  fay  mcxc  of 
the  debates  in  parliament  as  they  ^pear  in  the  Ma- 
gazine, I  (hall  clofe  the  account  abdve  given  of  them 
with  faying,  that  Johnfon  continued  to  write  them  till 
the  paOing  the  bill  for  reftraining  the  fale  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  which  was  about  the  end  of  the  year  1743.  - 
After  that,  they  were  written  by  Dr.  Hawkelworth, 
and  by  him  continued  to  about  1760,  within  irfiich 
period  the  plan  of  the  Magazine  was  enlarged  by  a 
review  of  new  publications.  In  this,  Mr.  Owen 
RufFhead  was  firft  employed,  but  he  being,  in  about 
two  years,  invited  to  fuperintend  a  re-publication  of 
the  Statutes  at  large,  the  office  of  reviewer  dropped 
into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  who,  though  he 
was  thought  to  exercife  it  with  fome  afpcrity,  conti- 
nued in  it  till  about  the  year  1 77  i,  when  he  was  em- 
ployed to  digeft  the  papers  of  fuodry  late  navigators, 
and  to  become  the  editor  of  that  colleftion  of  voyages, 
which  in  the  catalogues  of  bookfcllcrs  is  diftinguilh- 
ed  by  his  name.  ♦ 

About  this  time  Johnfon  was  folicited  to  undertake 
an  employment  of  a  kind  very  diffiu^nt  from  any  he 
had  ever  been  accuftomed  to :  it  was  to  compile  a. 
catalogue  of  books  ;  a  tafk,  which  at  firft  view,  feems 
to  be  not  above  the  capacity  of  almoft  the  loweft  of 
literary  artificers,  but  on  a  nearer  was  found  to  re- 
quire the  abilities  of  one  of  the  higheft.  Oibome 
the  bookfeller,  had  ventured  on  the  purchafe  of  the 
carl  of  Oxford's  library  of  printed  books,  at  the  price 
of  13000I.  and  meaning  to  difpofe  of  them  by  fale 
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at  his  fliop  in  the  ordinary  way,  prcjefted  a  catalogue 
thereof  diftributcd  into  common-places,  in  five  oftavo 
volumes^  which  being  fold  for  five  Ihillings  each, 
would  pay  itfelf,  and  circulate  throughout  the  king- 
dom and  alfo  abroad. 

Ic  is  probable  that  Ofborne  had  confultcd  Malt- 
taire,  then  one  of  the  maftcrs  of  Weltminfter  fchool,  and 
who  had  formerly  aflifted  in  making  out  the  Catalogua 
libronim  manufcriptonun  Anglix  Sc  Hibemiae,  on 
.thefubje£tof  his  intended  catalogue,  and  that  Maittaire 
might  have  furniflied  the  general  heads  or  clafles  under 
which  the  feveral  books  are  arranged,  a  work  of  fomc 
labour,  and  that  required  no  linall  ftock  of  erudition. 
This  at  leaft  is  certain,  that  he  drew  up  a  Latin  dedica- 
tion of  the  whole  to  Lord  Carteret,  then  fecretary  of 
ftate,  and  fubfcr ibed  it  with  his  name ;  but  the  un- 
der-workmen  were,  as  I  conjefture,  firft  Oldys,  and 
afterwards  Johnfon,  who  while  he  was  engaged  in  fo 
fervile  an  employment  refonbled  a  lion  in  harnels. 
The  former  of  thefe  perfons  was  a  natural  fon  of  Dr. 
Oldys,  a  civilian  of  fomc  eminence,  and  liibfifted  by 
writing  for  the  bookliilcrs.  Having  a  general  know- 
ledge of  books,  he  had  been  long  retained  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Edward  earl  of  Oxford,  and  was  therefore  by 
Ofbome  thought  a  fit  perfon  for  his  purpofe  j  but  whe- 
ther they  difagreed,  or  that  Oldys  was  hindered  by  the 
rcHraint  of  his  perfon  in  the  Fleet,,  a  misfortune  that  he 
laboured  under  fomc  tinK  about  dut  period,  he  defifl- 
ed,  after  having  proceeded  to  the  end  of  the  fccond 
volume.  The  third  and  fourth  I  conceive  to  be  the 
work  of  Johnfon  *  -,  the  fifth  b  nothing  more  than  a 
catalogue  of  Ofborae's  old  ftock.  The 

*  Atwbatpartof  the  catalogueOldys'ilabonnendfllaidJobn- 
lt  3  .     fonX 
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Thp  cat«loguc  o£  the  Hvleian  printed  books>  for 
c£  the  manufcripts  there  is  anpther  in  being,  drawn 
up  by  an  able  hand,  19  of  fhat  kind  which  philolo^ 
gifts  call  Bibliothcque  H^fpii^eei  in  which  befides  dw 
tide,  and  the  colophon  conuining  the  place  and  year 
of  publicacian,  a  deTcripdon  of  each  article  is 
given,  ferving  to  Ihew  both  its  intrinAc  vid  extrinfic 
worth,  the  hands  through  ivhich  it  has  paffed,  and 
vanoiu  other  particulars  that  tend  to  recpnunend  it, 
I  will  feieft  a  few  examplei  of  diie  kind  from  the  third 
Yolume,  ind  leave  the  reader  to  applaud  die  judg-. 
mcnt  of  Ofborne  in  appointing  fo  able  it  mm  as  John&n 
to  this  laborious  talk,  and  the  induftry  Mid  perftverance 
of  the  latter  in  the  performance  <^  it. 

*  No.  41  a.    The  Antiquities  of  Stone-Henge  on 

*  Saliftjury  plain  reftored  by  inigo  Jones,  architedl- 

*  general  tq  the  King,  fttibliihcd  by  J.  Webb, 
1  1655, 

f  This  book  has  itt  fpwcffm  (fides,  tops  and 

*  botGoou>  in  nnany  leaves)  aUnoft  written 

*  throughout,  with  fonie  of   the  ftrangeft 

*  notes,  perhaps,  to  be  met  with,  no  ways  re« 
'  lacing  to  the  fufc^e^-matter,  nor  to  one  ano^ 

ron'i  l^egin  I  have  no  expreft  utbaiilT  £11  &^Dg  :  It  is  reUted  of 
Jobnibn,  by  a  perfon  who  was  very  likely  to  inow  the  fail,  that  he 
was  employed  ty  Olbcrne  to  make  '  a  catalogue  of  the  Harleian 

*  Libnry,'  end  if  not  loinake  ftch  reraiu^s  qn  the  boolu  u  are 
above  U&neil,  an  ordinaiy  hand  wosld  hne  done  as  well ;  hot  it 
required  the  Jeifping  of »  fchpfar  to  fuioifh  ffieh  intcUigepce  as  c)tf 
catalogue  Eoataios.  Thi«  ia  one  of  the  fa^  911  wUch  I  ground  my 
aflertion  that  Johnfon  workedcfi  thecafalogge  :  to difcniQinatf  be- 
tween hii  notes  ud  diofe  of  Oldys,  is  not  eaiy  i  ai  HMmy  curio- 
fitiei,  and  at  a  Ipecimcn  of  ■  great  woikr^dwy  ueveitfaekft  Aakm 
aumtion.  a 

II      .        ,  *  ther. 
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*  th«r>  except  in  one  or  two  places.  The  book 
«  i§  infcribcd  by  J.  Webk  to  Pbil^  ear!  of 

*  femiroke  4rt4  Mi^iit^mry*  ^n^  ""^^  'o"J- 

*  chamberlain taK'irigCbfir/ffj I. andchancellor 

*  of  Qiffsrti'  And  it  had  been  his  own  copy  i 
f  f^r  the  faid  ear)  has,  in  the  aexc  leaf,  writ  his 

*  own  a^nw,  vjiich  is  apparently  the  fame 
'  hiiq^  wilh  that  in  wl>ich  41  tKofe  marginal 
^  erMp^ioju  q(  fiis  PWPQiy  afi^  imagination 

*  were  wnwp;    Some  fol^oyiag  poffclIbr>  or 

*  tfvlcr  q(  this  bool^,  difcQyering  the  faid 

*  Vfiting  to  be  hjs  Jqnjfhip's,  lyas  written  in 

*  thi?  ilWgin  ^gaii^  hk  naiJi*  "  This  Philip 
■«  ewl  of  Pembroke  ^  Moafgoni^  was  the 
"  wntsr  <^  thefe  wij4  no$a.  yf.  ^m^  would 
(J  h^e  le^s  be}ied  ^im  [n  c^qg  him  a  mad< 
f'  i}^gn,  than  in  f^ii^g  he  was  illiterate  and 
"  cQuJd  «ot  write   hi3  nanw."     The  notes 

*  are  written  in  Latin,  Frejifb  4^4  Et^^'At  >" 
'  pn^  iuid  veHc,    cofit^itufig  trvdi.  ^on, 

*  trifles,  mitten  of  xjf^ul  in^lligence,  fymc 

*  enpM^  to  qi^Ke  you  merry,  gthers  melan- 
^  c^qly.  He  feefnk  tq  h^ve  heen  URder  the 
'  d(fplt;^ure  pf  Croi^til  and  his  daughters. 
'  Of  the  fofrner  ^  %a  "  H^villigc  Cromuell 
"  is  K?  be  pulje^  %  piece?  with  wild  horfts, 
'*  t(^n  l^gn  ftree»,  and  then  to  be  hanged, 
"  (u»W9j  ^c.  iv}t  decapited  in  jcft."p.  31. 

*  la  the  faxpc  page  where  he  h^s  wfit  his  name, 
'  h.e  hae  thde  words :  "  If  he  be  mad,  as 
*'  my  l^y  lUnp^od  fais,  (whole  tongue  is  no 
"  ll^ujyiler,)  it  j^  rather  &r  naming  the  10000 
"  ppu^  4  ye^  his  fuber  prami&d  to  give 

•  K  4  *•  him, 
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"  him,  than  that  he  thinks  6000  pounds  a 
**  year  too  much  for  him  to  manage,  with 
•*  Wilton  and  Ramfbury  j  for  he  is  very 
**  learnedly  proud,  and  proudly  learned."  In 
'  feveral  places  he  has  mcnticBKd  /a/go  Jfewj, 

*  the  King's  furveyor,  affirming  in  one  place, 
"  He  had,  for  Jo  years  together,  fixtcen  thou- 
*'  fand  pounds  a  year,  for  keeping  the  King's 
*•  houfes  in  repair,  and  yet  they  lay  worfe 
•*  than  any  houfe  in  'Tumball  ftreet."  p.  3, 

*  But  in  one  place  he  augments  his  falary 

*  very  much,  when  he  fays,  **  Httmko  Jones j 
"  alias  Iniquity  Jmes,  a  juftice  of  peace,  and 
'*  of  the  ^orum,  i  and  Cufios  Rvtulenm, 
**  hath  for  keeping  the  King's  houfes  in  rc- 
•*  pair,  deux  cms  mil  ejm  per  an.  threefcor« 
'<  dioufand  pounds  fterling  a  year,  i  and  well 
*'  paid  I   He  is  fouricorc  years  ould."  p.  34, 

*  &G.  &c.' 

'  No.  1 168.  Gloffarium  Archaiologicum,  Authors 
'  Jlenrico  Spelmanno,  Equite — 1664. 

'  Becaufe  it  had  been  intimated  as  if  the 
'  latter  part  of  this  famous  work,  now  firft 

*  publiflicd  widi  the  former,  and  makes  it 

*  complete,  was  not  that  learned  author's  own 

*  to  whom  it  is  afcribed,  Dr.  Robert  Brady 
'  has  fatisfied  the  world  of  this  particular  in 

*  the  following  curious  anecdote  :  **  Tho 
»  firft  part  of  the  Glejaryj  to  the  letter  N, 
♦*  was  publiftied  in  the  year  1626,  the  whole 
"  being  thep  finifticd  and  ofFered  by  Sir  Henry 
f*"  Spelman  to  Mr.  Bill,  the  King's  printer,  for 
(f'they^qe  (rffive  pounds  in  books  only;  but 

«  he 
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'*  he  rcfufing  to  ^e  hiih  that  fmalt  rate  fat 
*•  the  copYt  he  ventured  to  print  the  firft  part 
**  of  it  at  his  own  charge,  and  moft  of  the 
"  books  lay  upon  his  hands  until  the  latter 
"  end  of  the  year  1637,  when  Mr.  Stephens 
"  and  Mr.  Meredith  (bookfellers  in  St.  Pours 
'*  ch^l^ch-ya^d)  took  them  off.  The  next  year, 
**  viz.  Sir  lyilliam  Dugdale  being  with  Sir 
**  Hemj  Sfelman,  and  telling  him  that  many 
**  learned  men  were  very  defirous  to  fee  the 
"  remuning  part  of  that  work.  Sir  Henrj 
'*  then  told  him  what  is  here  related,  and 
"  produced  both  parts  of  the  Giojfarf,  the  fiift 
"  whereof  was  printed,  and  interleaved  wiA 
*'  blank  leaves,  as  alfo  was  the  fecond,  which 
"  was  in  manufcript,  wherein  he  had  added  and 
''  altered  much.  After  his  Majefty's  refiaura- 
"  tiottt  the  eaxX  ai  Clarendon,  then  lord-chan* 
"  cellor,  and  Dr.  Sheldon,  then  bifhop  o£ 
*'  London,  inquired  of  Sir  IVUliam  DugdaU 
**  what  was  become  of  the  remaining  part 
*'  of  the  Glojptry,  or  whether  ever  it  was 
**  finifhed  ?  He  told  them  it  was  fintlhed,  and 
'*  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Charles  Spelmaih  grand- 
"  child  to  Sir  Henry,  and  youngeft  fon  to  Sir 
"  JiAtt.  Whereupon  they  dcfired  S\t  IVilUam 
"  to  move  him  to  print  it,  which  he  did : 
"  but  jinding  that  the  bookfellers  would  ^ve 
"  nothing  for  the  copy,  and  that  he  was  not 
*'  able  to  print  it  at  his  own  charge,  and 
"  lecuming  this  anfwer  to  the  lord  chancellor 
"  and  biihop  of  London,  they  contributed 
«.  liberally  themfclresj  and  procuring  many 
**  fubfcriptions 
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'*  fubfeiipdAns  to  that  puFpo&>  deftred  Sir 
•*  U^iHam  Dugdalt  to  rnceiv*  ths  nwiney,  and 
*f  deal  with  a  printer  to  peHbrm  the  work ; 
**  which  he  did,  and  ciufed  it  to  he  printed 
*'.  as  he  rtceivcd  it^  all  underlie  proper  hand- 
^  writing  of  Sir  f^ty  SptlmoMy  mchout  altera- 
'•  tion  Qj  addidon.  And  had  it  not  been  for 
.**  the  dreadful  fire  in  Londa,  i^erein  both 
•*  the  copy  and  the  gieatdt  part  of  the  im- 
**  preffion  were  consumed,  ic  might  at  this 
**  day  have  been  produced,  to  have  conGrm- 
*'  ed  what  is  hsrs  reported.  For  the  truth 
*'  whereof.  Sir  tVillitm  Dugdaitt  a  perfon  of 
**  grcatlcamingjworth,  and  integrity,  and  now 
**  a  living  teftimonf,  without  excepribn,  may 
*'  be  confulced  if  any  man  doiibts  what  is  here 
'*  delivsped.  See  Jnimadverfitns  upon  a  hoK 
*'  called  J*M  AHglorum  Faties  liaud,  p.  96. 
•'  annexed  to  an  Anjw$r  to  »  hotk  Written  hy 
"  mUiam  PeiUyE/fi  8vo.  |6»i." 
•  No.  1528.   Miflidc  Mixtum  fecundum  Regulam 

'  Beati  Ifidori  diftum  Mozarabes.    Toleri  1 500. 

*  This  is  the  fearceft  boek  in  the  whole 

*  Harleian  coHeftion.  At  the  end  of  it  are  the 

*  following  words,  which  defcrve  to  be  infcrt- 

*  cd  here : 

"  Ad  laudem  tmnipotentis  Jin,' nee  non  Vir- 
"  ginis  Marise  matris  ^us,  emnium  Jan£forum 
"  JanStarumq ;  txpletum  eft  miJfaU  mixtum 
"  fecundum  regulam  beati  Ifidori  diSfum  Moza- 
"  rabes :  Maxima  cum  diligentia  ferleBum 
"  tt  imtndatum,  per  reverendum  in  utreq  ;  jure 
"  daSlorem 
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"  d^tnm  dumxim  Alfonfum  Ortiz  eoHomcum 
•*  ToAecuiwo.If^^^minrtgai.civitateTolm 
**  jufii  Twer*i»4ifim  m  Chrifto  Patris  Dmini 
**  D.  Frapcifci  Xiinenu>  sfufdem  avitatit  oT" 
*'  ebitpi/ifpi-  hi^enjis  lubilii  Melchioris  Gor- 
**  riccii  Norarienfis,  fir  Magjftrum  Pcmim 
**  Hageoibach,  Aiemwium,  auMoJialutis  nofir^t 
**  1 500.  Die  29°  mufis  Jfmuarii." 

*  This  is  fuppofcd  to  be  the  gocient  milTal 
'  amended  and  purged  by  St.  ^fiJorc,  arch- 

*  hifiiop  of  SwU,  and  ordered  b^  die  council 
'  o£  TeUdo  to  be  ufed  in  all  churches,  every 

*  one  of  ii4uch,  before  that  time*  had  a  millal 
:*  peculiar  to  itfelf.  T^  Mtors  afterwards 
'  cDinnutong  great  ravages  in  Sfaia,  deftro^- 

*  ing  the  churches,  and  cfarDwii^  ^^  thing 

*  there,  both  civil  and  facrcd,  into  confuGon, 

*  all  St.  ^dare's  miflals,  excepting  thofe  in 

*  the  city  of  ^^oltJe^  were  loft.   But  thofe  were 

*  preserved,  even  alter  the  Moors  had  made 
'  themfelves  mafters  of  that  city  j  fince  they 

*  left  fix  (^  the  churches  there  to  the  CbrijHanst 
'  and  granted  them  the  free  exercife  of  their 
f.rdigion.      Alpbonfus  the  fixth,    many  ages 

*  iftcnRards,  expelled  the  Mtors  from  TokdOf 
'  and  ordered  the  Reman  miflal  to  be  ufed 

*  in  thole  ^churches  where  St.  Ifid$r,e's  miflal 

*  had  been  in  vogue,  ever  fuice  the  council 

*  i^iQve -mentioned.     But  the  people  of  T^/ifi^ 

*  infifting  that  their  miflal  was  drawn  up  by 

*  the  moft  ancient  biftiops,  revi(«l  and  cor- 
'  rcj^^  by  St.  I^dort,  proved  to  be  the  beft 

'by 
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*  by  the  great  number  of  faintswho  had  follow- 

*  ed  it,  and  been  preferved  during  the  whole 

*  time  of  the  Momjb  government  in  Spain,  he 

*  could  not  bring  his  projeft  to  bear  without 

*  great  difficulty.    In  Ihort,  the  conteft  be- 

*  tween  the  Roman  and  Teletan  niiffals  came 

*  to  diat  height,  that,  according  to  the  genius 

*  (rf"  the  age,  it  was  decided  by  a  fingle  com- 

*  bat,  wherein  the  champion  of  the  ToUtan 
.  *  miflal  proved  victorious.  But  King  Alphonfo, 

*  fay  fome  of  the  Spanijb  writers,  not  being 
'  fatisBed  with  this,  which  he  confidered  as  the 

*  effeft  of  chance  only,  ordered  a  faft  to  be 

*  proclaimed,  and  a  great  fire  to  be  then  made, 

*  Into  which,  after  the  King  and  people  had 

*  prayed  fervendy  to  God  for  his  affiftance  in 

*  this  aflfiur,  both  the  milTals  were  thrown, 

*  but  the  Teietan  onJy  efcaped  the  violence  of 

*  the  fiMnes.  This,  continue  the  fame  authors, 

*  made  fuc^  an  impreflion  upon  the  King,  that 

*  he  permitted  the  citizens  of  TeUdo  to  ufc  their 

*  own  miflal  in  thofe  churches  that  had  been 

*  granted  the  Cbrifitans  by  the  ^eors.    How- 

*  ever,  the  copies  of  this  miflal  grew  afterwards 

*  fo  fcarce,  thar  cardinal  Amwwj  found  it  ex- 

*  tremely  difficult  to  meet  with  one  of  them, 
'  which  induced  him  to  order  this  imprcffion, 
'  and  to  build  a  chapel,  in  which  thi^  fervice 

*  was  chanted  every  day,  as  it  had  at  firft  been 

*  by  the  antient  Cbrijlians,    But  notwithftand- 

*  ing  this,  the  copies  of  the  teletan  miflal 
'  are  become  now  fo  exceeding  rare,  that  it 

'  is 
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'  IS  at  prtfenc  tlmoft  in  as  much'  danger  of 

*  being  buried  in  oblivion,  as  it  was  whoi 

*  committed  to  the  prefs  by  cardinal  Ximettes. 
*  No.  3517.    All  the  workes  of  John  Taylor  the 

'  water  poet,  being  lixty  and  three  in  number,  celled* 
'  ed  into  one  volume  by  the  author,  with  fundry  new 
■  additions  J  correfted,  revifed,  and  newly  imprinted— 
'  1630. 

'  Thefe  wOTks  confift  of  fcvcral   pieces, 

*  pardy  ferious,  but  moftly  comical,  in  profc 

*  as  well  as  vcric,  which  the  author  had  pul>- 

*  Itfhed  6t»n  time  to  time  in  fingle  pamphlets. 

*  He  frankly  owns  himfelf  no  fcholar,  but 

*  being  a  man  of  good  natural  parts,  of  a  ready 

*  and  copious  invention,  and  having  travell- 

*  ed  much,  and  leen  company  of  all  forts,  he 

*  has  in  many  things  made  good  ufe,  efpecially 

*  in  the  &drical  vein  of  his  fancy  and  obferva- 

*  dons.     Several  of  the  nobility,  &c.  encou- 

*  raged  him,  and  to  them  he  dedicates  fevcral 

*  of  thefe  trafts.    There  are  alio  commcnda- 

*  toiy  verfcs  before  many  of  them,  by  fomc 

*  ingenious  writers.    Among  the  pieces  for 
'  which  he  was  moft  noted,  may  be  reckoned 

*  his  Whip  of  Pride,  the  Travels  of  Twelve 

*  Pence,  Taylor's  Goo/e,   Taylor's   Motto,  his 

*  Chronicles  in  Verje,  the  Cormorant,  Prai/e  of 

*  Hempfeed,  Pratfe  of  Clean  Linen,  the  Peace 

*  with  France  in  praife  of  jircby,feveral  Elegies, 

*  &c.  Among  the  profc  pieces :  His  Pennylefs 

*  Pilgrimage  from   London   to  Ediniurgb,    in 

*  which  he  travelled  a  mile  undemeadi  the 

*  fea.    The  alfs  of  Nick,  f^eod  the  Kentijh 

**  GormunJ, 
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'  Gormmd.  His  pieets  apat  Th.  Ciriat  the 
'  OdtumhioH  Traveligr.    fVit  and  Mirthj  w 

•  Pleafani  Jefts,  &c.   As  to  the  author,  he  is 

•  faid  to  have  been  a  Gioiue/terfi>irt  rmn,  and 

•  was  bred  a  f^or;   he  was  at  the  taking 

•  of  Cadiz  under  the  tart  of  E^,  in  1596, 

•  and  at  Fi(>tts,  in  the  IJUmd-Vayti^^  next  year: 

•  he' was  befides  in  Germany,  Bohetnia,  Scot- 

•  land,  &c.  He  was  msmy  ycart  collector  for 
'  the  licuonant  of  the  tower,  of  the  wines 

•  which  were  his  fee  from  ail  fliips  which 

•  brought  diem  iqi  the  Thames  j  but  was  at 
'  laft  difchdrged  bccaufe  he  would  not  ptu*- 

•  chafe  the  place  at  more  than-  it  wds  worth. 

•  He  calls  himfclf  the  Sm^t  Water-poet  and 

•  the  ^Veen's  Watet--tiuiK,  and  did  Wear'  the 
^  badge  oftheroy;d  arms.  After  die  beheading 

•  of  King  Charies,  he  lopt  1  public-houfe 
■•  in  Pbtenix  aUey,  near  Long-acre.,  and  fet  up 
'  xht  MtMming~Crmvn,iot  hilt  t^^^  but  found 
<  it  fafer  a>  take  it  down  again  and  hang  up 

•  his  own  head  inftead  of  it.     It  is  faid  he 

•  died  about  the  year  1654*.'  Of 

r  Taylor,  dough  illiterate,  was  a  man  of  undufUnding,  but 
ft  fipgukr  humourin.  In  his  account  of  Wood  tie  great  eater, 
above-mentioned,  he  relates,  thrt  he  was  very  near  engaging  him 
to  eat «  onetime  as  much  black  pudding  as  wonld  reach  crols  the 
Thames,  at  any  place  to  be  fixed  on  by  Taylor  himfelf,  betwixt 
London  and  Richmond.  Being  a  waterman  by  trade,  he  had  a 
mortal  hatred  to  coaches,  and  wrote  a  bitter  but  very  divertingin* 
ve^ve  againlt  them ;  and  upon  a  fuggeftion  that  the  watermen 
jnn  ftnrving  fat  want  of  employment,  preferred  a  petition  to  King 
|amei  I.  which  was  referred  to  certain  commilTiDners,  of  whom  Sir 
f nnos  Bacon  wae  one,  the  objeA  whereof  was,  to  obtain  a  prohiU' 
«on  of  all  pUyhoulcs  but  thof«  on  the  bank  fide,  that  the  greater 
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Of  this  Ihipendous  work  the  Harlefah  £italoguej  ic 
is  difficult  to  give  an  idea,  fave  by  Ak:h  ektnfb  as 
thofc  above,  and  othfcn  ih  Letih  of  a  llkt:  kirtd.  Pre- 
fixed to  it  is  a  L^tin  dedication  to  iotd  Carteret  by 
Mr.  Michael  Maittaire,  datftd  Febniaff  1^4.2-3,  aiid 
after  that,  a  preface,  doubtlcfs  drawn  up  by  JohnTon, 
beginning  *  To  folicit  a  fubfcription  wr  !i  catalt^e 
*  of  books  expofed  *o  fide,'  whetdn  with  great  IfcattUng 
and  no  lefs  judgnfthtj  he  ^ihts  out  the  excellence  and 
extent  of  the  colleAion,  urges  tht^e  ai^guments  which 
fliould  induce  mm  of  learhing  to  become  purchafers, 
and  anticipated  Whatevci'  objeftions  could  be  made  to 
this  uncommon  ificeies  of  eatiUt^ue,  and  the  method 
of  circulating  it. 

The  feveral  articles  are  diftrihuttd  in  the  ohlet  of  a 
common  place,  that  does  honour  to  Johnfbn  and  Mait- 
taire,  who  are  fuppoftd  ta  hate  been  joindy  the  fra- 
mers  of  it.  Here  follows  a  fpecfrnen  of  the  Ibbdivifion 
of  the  firft  of  the  heads  therein-contained,  tis.  TIko- 
logy. 

Biblia  Sacra  Polyglotta. 

Hebraica. 

Gneaa. 
Nov.  Teftamentum. 
Biblia  Vulgata. 

Latina  variorum  Interprttum. 


part  ofdiofe  who  «&K  delircus  of  feeing  pliys  oiight  be  compelled 
to  ga  by  water.  Taylor  hknrdf  folkited  thii  petitioD,  and  wm 
prepared  to  oppofe  before  the  commiflioiKn  the  ita&Ma  of  thtt 
players,  but  the  conuniffion  wm  tU^rcd  befiire  it  cune  to  a 


Gallica* 
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Gallica. 
Italica. 
Hifpanica,  Gemianica,  &c. 

i^ngtica. 

in  Unguis  Variis  Hodiernls. 
P&ltcria. 
Pfalteria  Metrica. 
Concordantic  &  Lexica  Biblica. 
Comment.  Biblicorum  Scriptores. 
Veterum. 
Recentiorum. 
Patrei  Graci  W  Scriptores  EccUJiaftici. 
Latini  6?  Scriptores  Ectlefiafiici. 
Concilia. 

Conciliorum  Compendia,} 
fUji.  Ecclefiaft. 
Vitas  San6lorum  &  Theologonun. 

Pontificum  Rcnn. 
Hift.  Ord.  Monaftic. 
Ecclef.  Orientalis. 

Linguis  Hodlernis  confcripta. 
fTieelogia  Judaica. 
Scholaftica. 
'    Afcetica. 
Mifcellanea. 
Catechejes. 
Contrmerfia  "Theologies. 

Contra  Judeos. 

Gnecorum  Scripta  contra  Latinos. 
Contra  Ecclef.  Roman. 
Scriptores  pro  Romans  Ecclefia. 


tibri 
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"LSbn  de  Jcfuitarum  Moribua. 
Obri  dc  Rmbu$>Oereinoiiiis  ct  Infticutts  EcclefUft. 
Dc  RidbusGneoorum. 
L.itur^  Gncctmim. 
De  Ritibus  ROm.  cccl.  Sec. 
Litut^ie. 

Miflalia  Aoglis,  five  ad  uTum  Eccteliae  Sa- 

rilburienfis. 
Mil&lia  Romans. 
Miflalia  variarurri  £U:clenani[iu 
LtturguB  orientaliiun  EcdeOanun. 
Breviuia. 
Ritualia. 
Proceffionalia. 

Andphonana* 
LitanUe. 

Ceremonalia  &  Faftoralla. 
Officia  Mariic  Virgiais. 
Hone  RiHiiaiue. 
Hone  Sarifbutienfis. 
Manualia. 
Hymnonun  libri. 
Scriptores  de  Trinitate. 
TheologiaGaUica. 
Scriptores  dc  Rii^nu  Juducis. 

The  catalogue  having  pafled  dieprers,  turned  out  to 
be  very  voluminous,  and  being  of  a  fingular  kind, 
Ofbome  hoped  to  be  able  to  make  the  public  pay  for 
it  i  to  this  end  it  was,  that  he  dircfted  Johnfon  to  draw 
up  the  preface,  giving  an  account  of  the  contcnw  of 
the  library,  and  containing  a  variety  of  argumems  to 
inndicatc  a  foliciution  for  a  fubfcription,  that  is  to 

Vol.  I.  L  fay. 
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fay,  a  demand  of  five  ftiillings  for  each  volume  of 
the  catalogiie,  to  defray  the  expence  of  printing  it ; 
the  volume  or  volumes  fo  purchafed,  to  be  taken  in 
exchange  for  any  book-  rated  at  the  fame  value. 
This  paper,  of  which  a  charafter  has  already  been 
given,  was,  as  I  conjecture,  a  precurfor  to  the  cata- 
jogucj  atiid  was  with  great  4nduftry  circulated  through- 
out the  kingdom.  It  anfwered  its  end ;  the  catalogue 
was  printed  in  five  ofbavo  volumes,  the  colleftors  and 
lovers  of  bo^s  bought  it,  and  Olborne  was  reim- 
burfed. 

While  the  catalogue  was  compiling,  Johnfon  was  fur- 
ther employed  byOfborneto  feleftfrom  the  many  thou- 
fand  volumes  of  which  the  library  confifted,  all  fuch 
fmall  tracts  and  fugitive  pieces  as  were  of  greateft 
value  or  were  moft  fcarce,  with  a  view  to  the  reprint^ 
ing  and  publiftiing  them'under  the  title  of  the  Har- 
leian  Mifcellany.  To  recommend  a  fubfcriprion  for 
printing  the  coUeftion,  propofals  were  publilhed  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  undertaking,  and  an  enump- 
ration  of  its  contents,  penned  by  Johnfon  with  great 
art  J  which  being  very  fhort,  may  itfelf  be  deemed  a 
fugitive  jHCce,  and  is  therefore  here  inferted, 

'  It  has  been  for  a  long  thne  a  veryjuft  complaint 

•  among  the  learned,  that  a  multitude  of  valuable  pro- 

•  duftions,  publifhed  in  fmall  pamphlets,  or  in  fingle 

•  Iheets,  are  in  a  fhort  time,  too  often  by  accidents  or 
'  negligence,  deftroycd  and  entirely  loft;' and  that 

•  thofc  authors,  whofe  reverence  for  the  public  has 
.  '  hindered  thnu  from  fwelling  their  works  with  rcpc- 

'  titions,  or  incumbering  them  with  fnperfluities,  and 

•  who,  therefore,  dcferve  the  praile  and  gratitude  of 

*  pofterity. 
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*  pofterity,  arc  forgotten,  for  the  very  reafon  for  which 

*  they  might  expcft  to  be  remembered.    It  has  been 

*  long  lamented,  that  the  duration  of  the  monuments 

*  of  genius  and  ftudy,  as  well  as  of  wealth  and  power, 
■  depends  in  no  fmall  meafurc  on  their  bulk ;  and  that 

*  volumes,  confidcrable  only  for  their  fize,  arc  handed 
'  down  frcKn  one  age  to  another,  when  compendious 

*  treatifw,  of  far  greater  importance,  arc  fuffercd  to 
'  periih,  as  the  compi&ttt  bodies  iink  into  the  wafer> 

*  while  thofc  of  which  the  extenfion  bears  a  greater 

*  {Htipoftlon  to  the  weight,  float  upon  the  furface. 

'  This  obfervadon  hath  been  fo  often  confirmed  by 
'  experience,  that,  in  the  neighbouring  nation,  the 

*  common  appellation  of  fmall  performances  is  derived 

*  from  this  unfortunate  circumftance ;  zfying  Jbeit,  or  a 

*  fugitive  piece t  are  the  terms  bj»which  they  arediftin- 

*  guifbed,  and  diAinguifhed  with  too  great  propriety, 
'  as  they  are  fubjeft,  after  having  amufed  mankind  for 

*  a  while,  to   take   their  fli{ght  and  difappear    for 

*  ever. 

*  What  are  the  loffeswhich  the  learned  have  already 
'  fuftained,  by  having  neglefted  to  fix  thofe  fugitives 
'  in  fome  certain  refidence,  it  is  not  cafy  to  fay  j  but 

*  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  valuable  obfervations 

*  have  been  repeated,  becaufe  they  were  not  preferved  j 

*  and  that,  therefore,  the  progrels  of  knowledge  has 

*  been  retarded,  by  the  necelRiy  of  doing  what  had 
'  been  already  done,  but  was  done  for  thole  who  forgot 

*  their  benefador. 

*  The  obvious  method  of  preventing  thefe  lofics,  of 

*  prcferving  to  every  man  the  reputation  he  has  mc- 

*  rited  by  long  afTiduity,  is  to  unite  thefe  <fcattcred 

L  I  '  pieces 
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'  pieces  into  volumes,  that  thofe  'which  are  too  fmall 

'  to  prcferve  thcmfclres,  may  be  fecured    hy  their 

*  combination  with  others;  to  confolidate  thefe  atoms 

*  of  learning  into  fyftems,  to  colIeA  thefe  difunited 

*  rajat  that  their  light  and  their  fire  may  become  per- 

*  ceptible. 

'  Of  encouraging  this  ufefiil  defign,  the  fhidious 

*  and  inquifitive  have,  now  an  opportunity,  which, 

*  perhaps,  was  never  offered  them  before,  and  which, 
'  if  it  fliould  now  be  loft,  there  is  not  any  probability 

*  that  ^cy  will  ever  recover.    They  may  now  con- 

*  ceive  themfelres  in  polIefEon  of  the  lake  into  which 

*  all  thofe  rivulets  of  fcience  have  for  many  years  been 

*  flowing  :  but  which,  unlefs  its  waters  are  turned  into 

*  proper  channels,  will  foon  burft  its  banks,  or  be  dif- 

*  perfed  in  imperceptible  exhalations. 

*  In  the  Harleian  library,  which  I  have  purchafed^ 

*  are  treafured  a  greater  number  of  pamphlets  and 

*  fmall  trcatifes,  than  were  perhsqis  ever  yet  feen  in 

*  one  place ;  produ£lion«  of  the  writers  of  all  parties, 

*  and  of  every  age,  from  the  reformation ;  collefted 

*  with  an  unbounded  and  unwearied  duriofity,  without 

*  exclufion  of  any  fubjeft. 

*  So  great  is  the  variety,  that  it  has  been  no  linall 

*  labour  to  perufe  the  titles,  in  order  to  reduce  them  to 
"  a  rude  divifion,  and  range  their  heaps  under  general 

*  heads  j  of  which  the  number,  though  not  yet  in- 

*  creaftd  by  the  fubdivifion  which  an  accurate  furvey 
'  will  ncceflarily  produce,  cannot  but  excite  the  curio- 

*  fity  of  all  the  ftudwus,  as  there  is  fcarcely  any  part 

*  of  knowledge  which  fomc  of  thefe  articles  do  not 

*  comprehend. 

"~  tThen 


..Google 


Dr.  SAMUEL   JOHNSON.    149 

[Then  follows  an  enumeration  of  articles  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  an  hundred  and  fifty,  which  it  it 
needlels  here  to  infert^] 

'  As  many  of  thele  trafb  muft  be  oblcure  by 

•  length  of  time,  or  dcfeftive  for  want  of  thofc  difco- 
'  veries  which  have  been  made  fince  they  were  writ- 

•  ten,  there  will  be  added  fame  hiftorical,  explanatory, 
'  or  fupplemental  notes,  in  which  theoccafionofthe 

'  *  treatife  will  be  Ihewn,  or  an  account  ffvea  of  the 
<  author,  allulions  to  fo^otttn  fads  will  be  illuftrau 
'  ed,  or  the  fubjeft   farther  elucidated  fivm  other 

•  writers.' 

We  may  well  conclude  that  the  propofal  met  with 
all  due  encouragement,  as  the  pieces  FeoHninended  in 
it  were  in  the  year  1749,  publilhed  in  eight  quarto 
volumes.  To  the  firfl  of  than  was  prefixed,  as  an 
introduction,  an  eflay  on  the  origin  and  imp(Htance  c^ 
fmall  trafb  and  fugitive  pieces. 

Olborne  was  an  opulent  tradefman,  as  may  be  judg- 
ed from  his  ability  to  make  fo  large  a  purchafe  as  that 
above-mentioned  j  he  was  ufed  to  boaft  that  he  was 
worth  forty  ihoufand  pounds,  but  of  bookfellers  he 
was  one  of  the  moft  ignorant :  of  dtle-pagcs  or  edi- 
tions he  had  no  knowledge  or  remembrance,  but  in  all 
the  tricks  and  arts  of  his  trade  he  was  molt  expert. 
Johnfon,  in  his  life  of  Pope  fays,  that  he  was  entirely 
deftituteoflh2me,withoutfbnfeofanydUgrace, but  that 
<^  poverty.  He  purchafed  a  numberof  unfold  copies 
of  Mr.  Pope's  Iliad,  of  the  folio  fize,  printed  on  an 
inferiw'  paper  and  without  cuts,  and  cutting  off  the 
top  and  bottom  margins,  which  were  very  large,  had 
the  impudence  to  call  them  thefubfcription  bodes,  and, 
L3  to 
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to  vend  them  as  fuch  • .  His  infolence  to  his  cufto- 
mers  was  alfo  frequently  paft  bearing.  If  one  came 
for  a  book  in  his  catalogue,  he  would  endeavour  to 
force  on  him  forrie  new  publication  of  his  own,  and,  if 
he  refufed,  would  affront  him, 

I  mention  the  above  particulars  of  this  worthlefs 
fcUow  as  an  introduftion  to  a  faft  refpeifling  his  be- 
haviour to  Johnfon,  which  1  have  often  heard  related, 
and  which  himfelf  confefled  to  be  true.  Johnfon,  while 
employed  in  frlefting  pieces  for  the  Harleian  Mifcel- 
lany,  was  neceffitated,  not  only  to  perufe  the  title-page 
of  each  article,  but  frequently  to  exanine  its  contents,in  ' 
order  to  form  a  judgment  of  its  worth  and  importance, 
in  the  doing  whereof,  it  muft  be  fuppofed,  curiofity 
might  (bmctimes  detain  him  too  long,  and  whenever 
it  did,  Ofbornc  was  offended.  Seeing  Johnfon  one  day 
deeply  engaged  in  perufing  a  book,  and  the  work  being 
for  the  inftant  at  a  ftand,  he  reproached  him  with  in- 
^tendon  and  delay,  in  fuch  coarfe  language  as  few 
men  would  ufc,  and  ftill  fewer  could  brook ;  the  other 
in  his  juftification  afiVrtcd  fomewhat,  whichOfborne 
rfnfwcred  by  giving  him  the  lie  j  Johnfon 's  anger  at 
fo  foul  a  charge,  was  not  fo  great  as  to  make  him  for- 
get that  he  had  weapons  at  hand :  he  feized  a  folio 
that  lay  near  him,  and  with  it  felled  his  adverfary  to 
the  ground,  with  fome  exclamation,  which,  as  it  is  dif- 
ferently related,  I  will  not  venture  to  repeat. 

This   tranfaftion,  which  has  been  feldom  urged 
Vith  any  other  view  than  to  flicw  that  Johnfon  was  of 

•Seeanotcon  the  Dunciad,' Book  U.  rerfe  167,  in  the  later 
^tlon^. 
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an  irafcible  temper,  is  generally  related  as  an  entertain- 
ing ftory :  with  me  it  has  always  been  a  fubjeft  of  me- 
lancholy reflection.  In  our  eftimation  of  the  enjoy- 
ments of  this  life,  we  place  wifdom,  virtue,  and  learn- 
ing in  the  firft  clafs,  and  riches  and  other  adventitious 
gifts  of  fortune  in  the  lalt.  The  natural  fubordination 
of  the  one  to  the  other  we  fee  and  approve,  and  when 
that  is  difturbed  we  are  forry.  How  then  muft  it 
aifed  a  fenfible  mind  to  contemplate  that  misfortune, 
which,  could  fubjeCt  a  man  endued  with  a  capacity  for 
the  highell  offices,  a  philofopher,  a  poet,  an  orator, 
and,  if  fortune  had  fo  ordered,  a  chancelltu'j  a  prelate, 
a  ftatefman,  to  tlie  infolence  of  a  mean^  worthlefs,  ig- 
norant fellow,  who  had  nothing  to  juftify  the  fuperi- 
ority^he  exercilird  over  a  man  fo  endowed,  but  thofc 
advantages  which  Providence  indifcriminatelydifpenfcg 
.to  the  wonhy  and  the  worthlefs  !  to  fee  fuch  a  man, 
for  the  fupply  of  food  and  raiment,  fubmitcing  to 
the  commands  of  his  inferior,  and,  as  a  hireling,  look- 
ing up  to  him  for  the  reward  of  his  work,  and  receiv- 
ing it  accompanied  with  reproach  and  contumely, 
this,  I  fay,  is  a  fubjeft  of  melancholy  reflciftion. 

Having  completed  the  Harlcian  catalogue  and  mif- 
cellany,  and  thereby  difengaged  himfelf  from  Oflwrne, 
Johnfon  was  at  liberty  to  purfue  fome  fchcme  of  profit, 
lefs  irkfome  than  that  in  which  he  had  fo  lately  been 
employed.  Biography  was  a  kind  of  writing  that  he 
delighted  in ;  it  called  forth  .his  powers  of  reflexion, 
and  gav^.-hin»  occafion  to  contemplate  human  life 
and  nianners.  He  had  made  fome  eflays  of  his  ta- 
■Jent  in  the-  lives  of  Barretier  and  Bocrhaave,  men  un- 
Jtrjown  to  him,  and  yas  now  prompted  to  give  to  the 
L-^  world 
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world  that  <rf  a  fiiend  with  whom  he  had  beeh 
clofely  intimate,  whofe  fingular  charaAer'and  adveric 
fortunes  afibrded  ample  fcopc  for  difcuflion,  and  for- 
niflied  matter  for  many  admirable  Icflbns  of  mo- 
rality. 

This  friend  was  Sivagfi,  of  whom  it  has  above 
been  related,  that  his  friends  had  undertaken  to  nufe 
an  annual  fubfcription  for  his  fupport  at  Swanfea  in 
Wales,  but  that  his  departure  for  that  place  was 
retarded  by  Ibmc  difficulties  that  occurred  in  the 
courfe  of  their  endeavours  to  raifc  it :  thefc,  however, 
"were  overcome,  and  Savage,  in  July  1739,  took  leave 
of  London,  and  alfo  of  Johnfon,  who,  as  himfelf  telli 
us*  parted  from  him  with  tears  in  his  eyes.  His  fub- 
lequenc  hiftory  is,  that  taking  his  way  through  Briftol, 
he  was  for  fomc  time  detained  there  by  an  embai^  on 
the  ihipping.  After  fome  ftay  he  was  enabled  to  de- 
part, and  he  reached  Swanfea  j  but  not  liking  the 
place,  and  refenting  the  treatment  of  his  contributors^ 
who  fcOTi  to  have  been  flack  in  the  performance  of  their 
engagements  to  fupport  him,  he  returned  to  Briftol 
with  an  intent  to  come  to  London,  a  purpofc  he  was 
hindered  from  effefting  by  an  arreft  of  his  po-fon, 
on  the  loth  of  January  1742-j,  for  the  fmall  fumof 
eight  pounds,  and  carried  to  Newgate  in  that  city, 
where,  not  being  able  to  extricate  himfelf  from  his 
confinement,  fie,  on  the3ift  day  of  July,  in  the  fame 
year,  died. 

This  event,  and  the  affefrion  which  he  htd  long  en- 
tertained for  the  man,  called  forth  Johnfon  to  an  exer- 
cife  of  his  pen,  which,  as  it  is  faid,  employed  le  only 
thirty-fix  hours,  in  a  narrative  of  events  £0  fingujw 
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as  could  fcarcely  ful  to  gratify  the  curiofity  o(  ercry 
one  wKo  wUhed  to  be  inftnifted  in  the  fdence  of 
human  life.  The  fubjcA  was  fuch  an  one  as  it 
feldom  exhibited  to  view;  a  man  dropped  into  the 
world  as  from  a  cloud,  coimnitted  to  the  care  of  thofit 
mho  had  little  intcreft  in  his  pidervadon,  and  none  in 
the  forming  his  tempcTt  or  the  infiifing  into  him  thofe 
little  precepts  of  morality,  which  might  genninate  in 
his  nund>  and  be  produAive  of  habitual  virtue;  thele 
flie  advantages  which  children  of  the  loweft  birth 
eigoy,  in  fome  degree,  in  common  with  thofe  of  a 
higher;  but  of  thefe  he  never  participated.  All  the 
knowledge  he  attained  to,  from  his  infancy  upwards, 
was  felf-acquired,  and,  bating  that  he  was  born  in  a 
city  iriiere  the  refinements  of  civil  life  prefented  to 
his  view  a  rule  of  moral  conduft,  he  may  be  Hud  to 
have  been  litde  leJs  a  miracle  than  Hai  Ebn  Yokdhan 
is  feigned  to  be. 

It  has  been  obferved  of  thofe  children  who  owe 
their  nurture  and  education  tO  a  certain  benevolent 
inftitution  in  this  metrc^lis,  that  bang  by  their 
misfortune  ftrangers  to  thofe  charities  that  arife  from 
the  relations'!^  father,  fbn,  and  brother,  their  charac- 
ters aflume  a  complexion  that  marks  their  conduft 
through  life.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Savage,  and 
mil  perhaps  account  for  that  want  of  gratitude  to  his 
benefadors  and  other  defet^  in  his  temper,  with  which 
he  feems  to  have  been  juftly  chargeable. 

The  manner  in  which  Johnfon  has  written  this  life 
is  vety  judicious :  it  afforded  no  great  aflions  to  cde-  . 
brate,  no  improvements  in  fcience  to  record,  nor  any 
Wiety  of  evcofs  to  lemarK  oij.    It  w^  a  fucceffion 

of 
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of  difappointments,  and  a  con^Ucadon  (^  miferiea ; 
and  as  ic  was  an  uni&nn  contradiction  to  the  axiom 
that  hiunan  life  is  chequered  with  good  and  evil  acci- 
dent^ was  alone  finguiar.  Th«  virtues  and  vices 
which  like  Bowers  and  weeds  fprang  up  tegether,  and 
perhaps  with  an  equal  degree  of  vigour,  in  the  rrand 
of  this  unfortunate  man,  afforded,  it  is  true,  a  fubjeft 
of  fpeculation,  and  Johnfon  has  not  failed  to  avail 
htmfelf  of  Jo  extraordinary  a  moral  phenomenon  as 
that  of  a  mind  exalted  to  a  high  degree  of  improve- 
ment without  the  aid  of  culture. 

But  if  the  events  of  Savage's  life  "are  few,  the 
f^eftions  thereon  are  many,  fo  that  the  work  may  as 
well  be  deemed  a  feries  of  oeconomical  precepts  as 
a  narrative  of  faCts.  In  it  is  contained  a  character, 
wHch  may  be  faid  to  be  fid  generis ;  a'woman  who 
had  proclaimed  her  crimes,  and  folicitcd  reproach, 
dilbwning  from  the  inftant  of  his  birth,  and  procuring 
to  be  illegitimated  by  parliament,  her  own  fon,  doom- 
ing him  to  poverty  and  obfcurity,  and  launching  him 
upwi  the  ocean  of  life,  only  that  he  might  be  fwallowed 
by  its  quick-fands,  or  dalhed  upon  its  rocks,  and  laftly, 
endeavouring  to  rid  hcrfelf  from  the  danger  of  being 
at  any  time  made  known  to  him,  by  fecretly  fending 
him  to  the  American  plantations. 

It  farther  exhibits  to  view,  a  man  of  genius  dettitute 
of  relations  and  friends,  and  with  no  one  to  direft  his 
purfuits,  becoming  an  author  by  neceffity,  and  a. 
writer  for  the  ftage,  and  forming  fuch  connexions 
■as  diat  profeflion  leads  to,  fometimes  improving,  and 
at  others  flighting  them,  but  at  all  times  ading  with  a 
fpirit  that  better  became  his  birth  than  his  circum- 
ftances  j 
8 
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ftances ;  for  who  that  knew  how  to  diftinguifh  between 
one  and  the  other,  would,  like  Savage,  have  folicited 
flfliftancc,  and  fpurned  at  the  ofFer  of  it  ?  or  repsud 
reiterated  kindnefles  with  negleft  or  oblivious  taci- 
turnity ? 

Interfperfed  in  the  courfc  of  the  narrative  are  a 
great  variety  of  moral  fentimcnts,  prudential  maxims, 
and  mifcellaneous  oblervations  on  men  and  things ; 
but  the  fentimcnt  that  feems  to  pervade  the  iriiole  is, 
that  idlenefs,  whether  voluntary  or  neceflitated,  is  pro- 
duftive  of  the  greateft  evils  that  human  nature  is  cx- 
poled  to ;  and  this  the  author  exemplifies  in  an  enu- 
meration of  the  calamities  that  a  man  is  fubjefted  to 
by  the  wane  of  a  profefHon,  and  by  ihtmng  how  & 
lefs  happy  fuch  an  one  mull  be  than  he  who  hasVnIy 
a  mere  manual  occupation  to  depend  on  for  his 
lupport. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  book  explains  the 
author's  intention  in  writing  it,  and  points  out  the  ufe 
that  may  be  made  of  it  in  fuch  pointed  terms,  that  I 
fliail  need,  as  I  truft,  no  excufe  for  inferting  fo  fine  a 
fpecimcn  of  ftile  and  fentimenl. 

*  This  relation  will  not  be  wholly  without  its  ufe, 

*  if  thofe  who  languifh  under  any  pa^t  of  his  fufFer- 

*  ings  (hall  be  enabled  to  fortify  their  patience  by  rc- 

*  flefting,  that  they  feel  only  thofe  affliftions  from 

*  which  the  abilities  of  Sav^e  did  not  exempt  him  j 
'  or  if  thofe  who  in  confidence  of  fuperior  capacities  or 
'  attainments,  difregard  the  common  maxims  of  life, 

*  Ihall  be  remindcii,  that  nothing  will  fupply   the 

*  want  of  prudence,  and  that  negligence  and  irregu- 
"  *  larity  long  continued,  will  make  knowledge  ufclcG, 

'  Wt  ridiculous,  and  genius  contonptible.' 

This 
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This  celebrated  eflay  in  bic^raphy  was  publiihcd  la 
the  month  of  February  1744,  and  gave  occafion  to 
Henry  Fielding,  the  author  of  a  periodical  paper  intitled 

*  The  Champion,'  to  commend  it  in  thcfe  words : 

*  This  pamphlet  is,  without  flattery  to  its  author,  as 

*  juft  and  well  written  a  piece  as,  of  its  kind,  I  ever 

*  faw  J  fo  that,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  highly  deferves, 

*  it  ftwids  certainly  very  little  in  need  of  this  rccom- 

*  mendation.— -As  to  the  hiftory  of  the  unfortunate 
'  pcrfon  whofe  memoirs  ccunpofe  this  work,  it  is  tet^ 

*  twnly  penned  with  equal  accuracy  and  fpirit,  of 
'  which  I  am  lb  much  xhc  better  judge,  as  I  knew 

*  manyofthefafts  mentioned  in  it  to  be  ftriAly  true* 

*  and  very  fairly  related.  Befides,  it  is  not  only  the  ftory 

*  of  "Mr.  Savage,  but  innumerable  incidents  relating 

*  to  other  perfons  and  other  affairs,  which  render  , 

*  this  a  very  amufmg,  and  withal,  a  very  infbu^vo 

*  and  valuable  perfonnancc.    The  author's  obfcrva- 
<  tions  are  Ihort,  figniBcant  and  juft,  as  bis  narrative 

*  is  remarkably  finooth  and  well  difpofed :  his  re- 

*  flections  open  to  us  all  the  receOes  of  the  human 

*  heart,  and,  in  a  word,  a  more  juft  or  pleafant,  a 

*  more  engaging  or  a  more  improving  treatife  on  the 

*  excellencies  ^nd  defeats  of  human  nature,  is  fcarce 

*  to  be  found  in  our  own  or  pediaps  in  any  other 
'  language.* 

The  life  I  am  now  writing  feems  to  divide  itfelf 
into  two  periods  j  the  firft  marked  by  a  ferics  of  afflic- 
tions, the  laft  by  fome  cheering  rays  of  comfort  and 
comparative  affluence.  Johnlbn,  at  this  time,  had 
paffed  nearly  the  half  of  his  days  :  here,  therefore,  let 
ijtt  make  a  ftand,  and  having  hidierto  rcprefenod 

him 
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him  in  Ms  literatyi  cndciTOiir  to  exhibit  him  in  his 
religious,  moral,  and  oeconcHmcal  charafter,  adverting 
firft  to  fuch  particuiars  rcTpcAing  the  courfe  of  li^ 
he  had  chofen,  and  the  evils  to  which  it  cxpofcd 
him,  as  feem  properly  to  beloi^  to  the  firft  member 
of  the 'above  diviQon. 

As  the  narrownefs  of  his  fatlier's  circumftuices  had 
Ihut  him  out  of  chofe  profeflions  for  which  an  univer- 
I17  education  ia  a  neceflkry  qualification,  and  his 
projeA  of  an  academy  had  &ilcd,  he  had,  as  to  his 
courfe  of  life,  no  choice  but  idlenefs  or  the  ezercife  of 
his  talents  in  a  way  that  might  afibrd  him  fublHtence, 
and  provide  for  the  day  that  was  palling  over  him,  fo 
that  the  profellion  of  an  author  was  the  only  one  in  his 
powfr  to  adopt.  That  it  was  far  from  an  eligible 
one,  he  had  in  fome  dcffec  experienced,  and  his 
averGon  to  labour  magnified  the  evils  of  it,  by 
bringing  to  his  recotledion  the  examples  of  Am- 
huril,  of  Savage,  of  Boyfe*,    and  many  others, 

from 

*  Tlie  Uvet  of  tlide  three  perfiMu  u  they  cxlubit  tn  emnple  of 
tliedifircfles  to  which  idleness  utd  the  want  ^iBonlprinctpIn  may 
nrpofe  men  of  parti,  may  be  an  ufefiil  caveat  to  young  men  of 
the  rifing  genentioa,  and  prove  a  more  powerfol  perfuafive  to 
iitdqArx,  iBCODDmy,  and  the  right  afe  of  great  talenti,  than  the 
mcrfl  Laboutcd  argument.  That  of  Savage  prefenti  itfelf  to  view  ut 
the  worki  of  Johnlbn  :  thofe  of  the  other  two  are  elfewhere  tobe 
ibond,  and  an  abridgement  of  each  of  them  i>  inferted,  ftr  the  fame 
reafoD  that  beacon*  are  ereAed  to  point  oat  rodca  and  fhoalj  tO 
ignonut  or  benighted  petibtu. 

Niduhu  Amhurft  wu  bora  u  Marden  in  Kent ;  hot  in  what 
year  u  onceruin :  he  recnrcd  hit  education  in  Merchant-Taylon* 
fchool  in  London,  and  wu  thence  removed  to  St.  John'a  ojlege, 
Oxford ;  bat  expelled  for  the  Ubertinifin  of  his  prinripin  and 
1^  irregularity  of  his  condufi.  Aftet  this  expnlfum,  for  which 
Tery  ^Iterent  caafes  were  aJligned  by  him  and  thoft  wba  en&rced 
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from  which  he  inferred,  that  flavcry  and  indigence 
wete  its  infeparable  concomitants,  and  reflecting  on 

the 

it,  he  fadHzed  the  learning  and  ^cipilne  of  the  Univerfit}',  and 
cxpofed  the  charters  of  iu  moft  refpefbhle  members,  in  a  poem 
called  *  Oculus  BritanniK,'  and  in  his  '  Terra  Filius,'  a  work 
compoaudcd'of  wit  and  fcurrility.  He,  Toon  afnr,  quitted  Ox' 
ford,  caaie  to  London,  and  publiQied  a  volume  of  mifcellanies : 
he  wrote  many  fatirical  and  malignant  poems,  and  tranHated  fome 
of  Mr.  Addifon's  Latin  piecei ;  but  his  chief  fame  arofe  from  bit 
'  -conduftingthe'Craitfnian,' in  which  he  was  made  the  toot  of  oppo* 
fition.  For  fome  axtradtdinaril)'  indifcreet  nfe  of  hii  libelling 
povrers,  the  printers  of  this  paper  were  felzed,  and  Mr.  AmhurU, 
with  a  view  of  being  confidered  as  the  vifUm  of  his  party,  and 
more  than  indemnifii.'d  for  all  he  Ihould  fuffer,  furrendered 
Umfelf )  but  the  profecution  dropped,  and  he  was  difappointed. 
Upon  the  lamons  compromife  of  1 74a,  no  terms  were  ftipulated  by 
his  friends  for  him  who  had  been  the  inftrument  of  their  fuccefs ; 
the  reBeftion  whereon  is  thought  to  have  precipitated  his  end ;  Ibr 
he  died  in  a  few  months  after,  as  is  faid,  of  a  broken  heart,  and  waa 
indebted  to  the  bounty  of  Franklin  the  printer  for  a  grave. 

Samuel  fioyfe,  thefonofan  Englilh-^JTentingminiller,  watbwn  - 
in  1703, and  educated  ata  private  fchool  in  Dublin.  At  eighteen 
lie  was  fent  to  Glafgow,  and  before  he  had  completed  his  nineteenth 
year,  married  the  daugh^r  of  a  tradefinan  there.  His  father,  fi)r 
a.  conCderable  time,  fupported  his  natural  extravagance,  which  bis 
wife,  who  was  difTolute  and  vicious,  rendered  llill  more  burthen- 
fomc.  This  refource  failing,  he  went  to  Edinburgh,  where  hii 
poetical  abilites  procured  him  many  friends,  particularly  the  countefs 
of  Eglioton  and  Iprd  Stormont,  who  aiTiHed  him  in  his  exigencies. 
and  were  difpofed  to  continue  their  bounty  ;  but  Boyfe's  chirac- 
terand  deportment  repelled  kindnefs.  His  talents  were  great: 
he  had  a  genius  for  poetry,  for  painting,  and  mufic  ;  yet  it  was  fo 
ob&ured  by  a  mean  and  Ibrdid  temper,  that  many  knew  him  inti- 
mately without  dircovering  his  abilities :  his  cholcn  acquaintances 
were  fuch  as  could  not  lerve  him :  he  was  intoxicated  whenever 
he  had  the  means  to  avoid  (larving,  and  was  voluptuous,  luxurious, 
and  boundlefsly  expenJlve,  without  the  lead  tafte  for  what  is  ele- 
gant.   The  copitempt  be  drew  on  himfelf  at  Edinburgh  made  him 

lelblve 
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the  lives  and  conduft  of  thefc  men,  mi^t  fear  that 
it  had  a  rteceflky  tendency  to  corrupt  the  mind,  and 

render 

refolvc  on  quitting;  it  for  London>  whither  thofewho  had  been  bii 
patrons  gave  him  very  valuable  recommendatofy  lettersj  bnt  he 
(lighted  them,  and  preferred  fub&ftlag  by  precarious  donations. 
In  the  year  1740  he  was  reduced  to  the  wast  of  necc&fy  apptreU 
and  haling  pawned  whaterer  be  could  aatt  wnhbot,  was  con- 
fined by  his  indigence  to  a  bed  which  had  no  flieets :  here,  10 
procure  food,  he  wrote ;  his  poftnre  fittiiig  np  in  bed,  his  otlf 
covrring  a  blaidcet,  in  whicli  k  hole  was  made  to  •dait  ^  tbi 
employment  of  his  arm. 

In  174*,  while  m  a  fpHnging-hoofe,  he  wat  driven  to 
IbHcit  Cave  (or  Sitae  temporary  relief,  and  to  procare  it,  wntfc 
the  following  horrible  defcription  of  the  fituadoa  into  which  his 
neglcA  of  ceconomy  and  his  want  of  ccanmon  piwdence  had 
[4unged  him. 

'  Infcription  for  St.  Lazakvi^'S  cave, 

'  Hodie,  tefte  cccte  fummo, 
'  Sine  pane,  fme  noramo ; 
'  Sorte  pofitus  infefte, 
'  Scribo  tibi  dolens  mcelle. 
'  Fame,  bile,  tamet  jecur : 

•  Urbane,  mitte  opem,  prceor 
'  Tibi  nam  COT  homaoBm 

'  Non  a  malis  alienum : 

'  Mifai  mens  nee  male  grato, 

*  Pro  a  te  favorc  dato. 

ALCMVS. 
'  Ex  gehetina  debitoria, 
'  Vulgo,  doma  fpongiatoria.' 


•  I  wrote  you  yefierday  an  accotmt  of  my  unhappy  cafe.     I  am 

*  eveiy  .moment  threatened  to  be  turned  out  here,  becaufe  I  have 
'  not  money  to  pay  for  my  bed  two  nights  part,  which  is  ufualJy 

*  p^  beforehand ;  aiid  I  am  loih  to  go  into  the  counter,  till  I 

'  fee 
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render  the  follftwcrs  of  it,  with  rcipcdt  to  religion,  to 
politics^  and  even  to  morality,  altogether  indiflFerent. 
Not  could  he  be  ignorant  of  that  mortifying  depen- 
dcDce  which  the  profeffion  itfelf  ezpofes  tncn  to,  a 
prt^e^Tion  that  leada  to  no  prefennent,  and  for  its 

*  &ti£mj  ifiur  can  poffibljr  be  made  np.     I  hope,  dierefbre,  yoa 

*  will  have  the  hamaiutr  to  fend  mc  hdf  a.  gmncA  for  foppart,  till 

*  I  can  finilh  yoor  papen  in  my  handi.    The  ode  on  dte  BridJh 

*  nation  I  hope  to  have  dcoe  to  day,  and  want  a  proof  copy  of  that 
'  paitofStotvcyondefignfbr  theprerentmagaune,  that  itmaybe 
^  infrared  aa  fitr  as  poffible  from  yoor  aflillance.    Your  paperi  are 

*  but  ill  tranfcribed.    I  agree  with  you  ai  to  St.  Aagnfiine'i  cave, 

*  I  hombly  intreatyour  anlWer,  having  not  tafted  any  thing  finer 

*  Tnefiky  evening  I  came  here  ;  and  my  coat  will  be  taken  off  my 

*  back  for  the  charge  of  the  bed,  fi)  that  I  mufl  go  into  |Hiibnnakcd( 

*  which  ia  too  Aiocking  for  me  to  think  of. 

'  I  am,  with  fincere  regard, 
•  Sir, 
*  Yoor  unfortunate  homble  fervant, 

'  S.  BOYSE.' 

*  Crown  cofiee-h(«fe,  Grocer'i  alley, 

'  Poultry,  July  2t,  174s. 

*  Recrived  from  Mr.  Cave  the  fiut  of  half  a  guinea  by  me,  in 
'  confinenKst,  S.  Boyle,* 

The  miferiet  of  hisflonfinenentdidnot  teach  him  difcretion :  he 
wa*  releafed,  but  hia  wanti  were  little  abated,  and  he  made  nfe  of 
the  moft  dilgracefnl  arts  to  excite  charity :  he  fometimei  raiTed 
liibfcriptiDns  for  non-exiltent  poenUi  and  femetimes  employed  his 
viHt  to  give  out  that  he  wai  dying.  He  was  afterwards  engaged, 
at  a  very  low  rate,  in  the  compilation  of  an  hiflorical  view  of  the 
tran&ftiooi  of  Europe,  by  Mr.  Henry  of  Reading ;  at  which  pbtoe 
hit  wife  died.  To  fignify  hit  fbrrow  &r  her  death,  he  tied  a  black 
ribbon  round  the  neck  of  a  lap-dog,  which,  to  acquire  the  chacafier 
of  a  man  of  tafic,  he  nlcd  to  carry  in  hii  arms.  After  he  left  Read- 
tng,  he  grew  more  decent  in  hia  drefi  and  behaviotir ;  but  his 
health  was  then  declining,  and  in  May  1749  he  died  in  an  obfcnre 
lodging  near  Shoc*Une,  and  was  buried  at  the  charge  of  the  parifh. 

moft 
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moft  latx»ious  exertions  confen  ao  greater  a  reward 
than  a  fupply  of  natural  wants. 

Ralph,  a  writer  of  this  clafs,  and  who  had  formed 
ibme  fuch  connexions  as  would  have  flattered  die  . 
hopes  of  anynwn,  was  the  tool  of  that  party  of  which 
the  late  lord  Melcombe  laboured  to  be  the  head.  To 
fervetheintcrcftsof  it,  he  wrote  a  periodical  paper,  and 
a  voluminous  hiftory  of  England,  fraught  with  fuch 
principles  as  he  was  required  to  diffeminate.  This- 
man,  in  a  pamphlet  intided  '  The  cafe  of  audiors  by 
'  profeOion,'  has  enumerated  all  the  evils  that  attend  It, 
and  ihewn  it  to  be  the  laft  that  a  liberal  mind  would 
choofe. 

All  this  Johnfon  knew  and  had  duly  weighed :  tha 
letfer  evils  of  an  author's  profclTion,  fuch  as  a  depen- 
dence on  bookfcllers>  and  a  precarious  income,  he 
was  able  to  endure,  and  the  greaiter,  that  is  to  lay, 
the  proftitution  of  his  talents,  he  averted ;  for, 
whatever  facrifices  <^  their  principles  fuch  men  as 
Waller,  Dryden,  and  others,  have  made  in  their 
writings,  or  to  whatever  lengths  they  may  hare  gone 
in  panegyrics  or  adulatory  addrelTes,  his  integrity  was 
not  tt)  be  warped :  his  religious  and  polincal  opini- 
ons he  retained  and  chcriQiedi  and  in  a  fuUcn  confi- 
dence in  the  ftnength  of  his  mental  powers,  difdained 
to  folictt  patronage  by  any  of  the  arts  in  common 
ulc  widi  writers  of  almoft  every  denomination.  That 
this  firmnefs  was  not  afFeded,  will  appear  by  a  retro- 
Ipeft  to  the  methods  he  took  for  the  attainment  of 
knowledge,  and  the  fettling  his  notions  as  to  the  great 
duties  of  life. 

His  cburfe  of  ftudy  at  the  univerfity  was  irr^ular 

and  defuliory,  and  fcarcely  determined  as  to  its  objeft. 

Vol.  I.  M  Mathematics 
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Mathematics  and  phylics  he  had  but  little  relilb  (fXf 
from  whence  it  may  be  inferred^  (hat  hts  nuural 
powers  had  received  comparatively  but  fmall  improTc- 
ment  from  an.  academical  education.  An  habitual 
difpofition  to  thought  and  reflcftion  enabled  him  how- 
ever upon  his  leaving  it,  to  attain  to  that  degree  of  im- 
provement which,  in  many  minds,  is  not  efFe£led  with- 
out intenfe  application  and  labour ;  and  the  fentimentt 
of  piety  which  he  had  imbibed  in  his  youth,  diredted 
him  to  thofe  ftudies,  which,  without  attending  to  fecular 
rewards,  he  thought  of  greatcft  importance  to  his 
future  happinefs.  In  conformity  to  this  motive,  he 
applied  himfelf  to  theftudy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
the  evidences  of  religion,  to  the  writings  of  the  fathers 
and  of  the  Greek  moralifts,  to  ecclefiafttcal  and  civU 
hiftoty,  and  to  clallical  literature  and  philology. 

The  refult  of  thefe  his  mental  exercifes  was  a 
thorough  convid:ion  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  an  adherence  to  the  doftrine  and  difcipllnc 
of  our  eftablifhed  ch'urch,  and  to  that  form  of  civU 
government  which  we  number  among  the  bleffings 
derived  to  us  from  die  wifdcMn  and  bravery  of  our 
anceftors,  with  this  farther  advantage,  diat  they  rooted 
in  his  mind  thofe  principles  of  reli^on,  morality,  and, 
I  will  add,  loyalty,  that  inSuenced  his  conduft  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

To  fpeak  of  the  firft,  his  religion,  it  had  a  tinfturc  of 
enthufiafm,  arifing,  as  is  conjeftured,  from  the  ftrvonc 
of  lus  imagination,  and  the  perufal  of  St.  Augulitine 
9nd  other  of  the  fathers,  and  the  writings  of  Kempis 
and  the  afcetics,  which  prompted  him  to  the  employ- 
mcflt  q(  compo&ng  mediuuons  an<}  dcyotioR^  exert 

ci.fes. 
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tifes.  It  farther  produced  in  him  an  habitual  reverence 
for  the  name  of  God,  which  he  was  never  known 
to  utter  but  on  proper  occafions  and  with  due  rcfpefl;, 
knd  operated  on  thofe  that  were  admitted  to  his  cort- 
veriation  as  a  powerful  rcftraint  of  all  ptofanc  difcourie, 
and  idle  difcuHions  of  theological  queftions ;  and, 
laftly,  it  infpired  him  with  that  charity,  meaning 
thereby  a  genera!  concefn  for  the  welfare  of  all  itidil- 
kind,  without  which  we  are  mld-that  all  pretentions  to 
religion  are  vdn. 

To  enable  him  at  times  to  review  his  progrefs  in 
life,  and  to  cftimate  his  improvement  in  religion,  he, 
in  the  year  1734,  began  to  note  down  the  tranfaftions 
of  each  dayj  recoileding,  as  wtll  as  he  was  able,  thofe 
of  his  youth,  and  interiperfing  fuch  refleftions  and 
refolutions  as,  under  particular  circumftances,  he  was 
induced  to  make.    This  regiftefj  which  he  intided 

*  Annales,'  docs  not  form  ail  entire  volume,  but  is 
contained  in  a  variety  of  little  books  folded  and 
Hitched  tc^ether  by  himfelf,and^ichwert found  mix- 
ed with  his  papers.  Some  fpecimens  of  thcfe  notanda 
have  been  lately  printed  with  his  prayers;  but  to 
warrant  what  I  have  faid,  refpefting  his  religious  cha- 
rafter,  I  have  felefted  from  the  '  Annates,'  and  infcrt 
in  the  margin  below,  an  earlier  extract  than  any  cgn- 
taincdinthat  colIeAion*. 

-His 

••Pri4^,  Anguft  27th,'  [1734]*  loat  night.  Thudaylhave 
■  trifled  away,  except  that  I  have  attended  the  fchool  In  the  morn- 
<  ing.     I  read  tonight  in  Rogers 'sfennoni.   To  night  I  began  the 

*  breakfall  law  anew. 

■  Sept.  7th,  1736.    Ihave  ihu  day  entered  upon  my  jSthyear. 

*  Majcll  thou,  O  God,  enable  me  fbi  Jefiu  Chrift'*  lake,  to  fpend 

M  2  ■  this 
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His  moral  chara^er  difplayed  itfelf  in  tlie  fincerrty 
of  his  friendfliips,  his  love  of  juftice  and  of  truth,  arid 
his  placability^;  of  all  which  qDaliticsrthe  tcftimonic» 
in  his  favour  are  innumerable.  But  as  the  evader 
here  pr<^fed  to  be  given  him  is  not  intended  w 
palliate  his  aitxs  in  behaviour,,  truth  obliges  me  to- 
iky,  that  his  outward  deportment  was  in  many  inftan- 
ces  a  juft  fubjcft  of  cenfure.  Before  Ws  arrival  in 
town,  be  was  but  litde  accuftomed  to  free  conver- 
&tion  with  his  fuperiors>  Co  that  thx  kind  of  fub- 
miflion  he  had  been  ufed  to  pay  them  he  feemed  to 
«xa£t  from  others,  and  when  it  was  refufed  him  he  was 
petulant*  captious,  and  dogged.  His  dtfcourTe,  which 
through  life  was-  of  the  didaAic  ldnd>  was  replete 
with  original  fcndments  cxprefTed  in  the  ftrongcit' 
and  molV  corre^h  terms,  and  in  fuch  language,  that 
whoever  could  have  heard  and  not  fccr  him,  wouU 
have  thought  hfen  reading.  For  thepleafure  he  com- 
municated t©  his  hearers,,  he  expcfted  not  the  tribute- 
of  filence :  on  die  contrary^  he  encouraged  others, 
particularly  yosng  men>  to  fpeak,  and  paid  a  due  at-^ 
tention  to  what  they  faid ;  but  his  pcejudices  were 
fo  ftrong  and  deeply  rooted,  more  efpecially  againff 
Scotchmen  and  whigs,  that  whoever  thwarted  him 
ran  die  rifque  of  a  fevere  rebuke,  op  at  beft  be- 
came entangled inan unpleafant  altercation.. 

He  was  fcarce  fettled  in-  town  before  this  dogmattcal'- 
behaviour,  and  his  impatience  of  contcadi£tiOn,.became 

*-  dds  in  fnch  a  manner  t^iat  I  may  receive  comfbtt  from  it  at  th* 
*-  bonr  of  death,  and  in  the  day  of  judgment.   Amen. 

'  I  intend  to-momnv  to  review  the  rnleslhavcat  anytime  laid 
*  dom,  in  wder  to  prtOiie  thns.* 
>  a  paic- 
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i'  part  of  his  charafter,  and  deterred  many  pcrfons  of 
learning,  who  wilhed  to  enjoy  the  delight  of  his  con- 
Verfation,  from  feeking  his  acquaintance.  Therewere 
not  wanting  thofe  among  hk  friends  who  wotild  (bme- 
times  hint  to  hiin»  that  the  conditions  <^  free  con- 
verfation  imply  an  equality  among  thofe  engaged  in 
jt,  which  are  violated  whenever  fuperiority  is  aflumed : 
their  reproofs  he  took  kindly,  and  would  in  excufe  f<u: 
what  they  called  die  pride  of  learning.  Iky,  that  it  was 
of  the  defenfive  kind  The  repetition  of  thele  had, 
however,  a  great  cfieA  on  bimj  they  abated  his  preju- 
dices, and  produced  a  change  in  his  temper  and  man- 
ners thitt  rendered  him  at  length  a  defirable  companion 
in  the  nwll  police  circles. 

lo  the  lefier  duties  of  morality  he  was  rcmifs  :  he 
Jlept  when  he  ibould  have  Ihidied,  and  watched  when 
he  Ihould  have  been  at  reft  j  his  habits  were  fiovenly, 
and  the  negleft  of  his  peribn  and  garb  fo  great  as  to 
render  hts  appearance  difgufting.  He  was  an  ill 
hufband  of  his  tin:ie,  and  fo  regardtefs  of  the  hours 
of  refeAion,  that  at  two  he  might  be  found  at  break- 
faft,  and  at  dinner  at  eight.  In  his  ftudies,  and  I  may 
add,  in  his  devotional  exerci(es,  he  was  both  intenfc 
and  rcmifs,  and  in  the  profecution  of  his  literary  em- 
ployments, dilatory  and  hafty,  unwilling,  as  himfelf 
confcfled,  to  work,  and  working  mxh  vigour  and 
hafte*. 

His  indolence,  or  r^er  the  delist  he  took  in 
reading  and  reflieftion,  rendered  him  averfe  to  bodily 
CxertiDns.    He  was  ill  made  for  liding,  and  took  fo 

*  Sec  hit  pttjtn  page  iS^t 
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'litde  plcafurc.in  it,  that,  as  he  once  told  me,  he  has 
fallen  afleep  on  his  horfc.  Walking  he  feldom  prac- 
tifed,  perhaps  for  no  better  reafon,  than  that  it  requir- 
ed the  previous  labour  of  dreffing.  In  a  word,  mental 
occupation  was  his  fole  pleafure,  and  the  knowledge  he 
acquired  in  diepurfuitofit  he  was  ever  ready  to  com- 
municate: in  which  faculty  he  was  not  only  eifcellent 
but  expert;  for,asit  is  related  of  lord  Bacon  by  one  who 
knew  him*,  that '  in  all  companies  he  speared  a  good 

*  proficient, if notamafterjinthofe  arts  entertained  for 

*  the  fubjeft  of  every  one's  difcourfe,*  and  that  '  hi« 

*  nioft  cafu4  talH  <^eferyed  to  be  writteq,'  fo  it  may  be 
faid  of  Johnfon,  that  his  converfation  was  ever  fuited 
to  the  profeflion,  condition,  and  capacity  of  thofc  with 
whom  he  talked. 

Of  a  mind  thus  ftorcd  it  is  furely  not  tpo  much 
to  fay,  that  it  qualified  the  pofleflbr  of  it  for  many 
more  important  employments  than  the  inftruftion  of 
non-^ults  in  the  elements  of  literature ;  yet  fo 
humbly  did  he  feem  to  think  of  himfclf  when  he 
publiflied  the  advertifement  of  his  Htde  academy  at 
Edial,  ■  that  to  be  able  to  eftablilh  it,  was  the  utmoft 
of  his  ambition ;  but  that  hope  failing,  his  ncceflities 
drove  him  to  London,  and  placed  him  in  the  ftation 
of  life  in  which  we  are  now  to  cpntcniplate  him. 

It  has  been  nientioned  in  a  preceding  page,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  his  ftudics  he  had  formed  a  lift  of 
literary  undertakings,  on  irfiich,  when  time  Ihould 
Icrye  or  occafion  invite,  he  meant  tq  exercife  his 
pen;  but  fuch  was  the  verfatiliiy  of  his  temper, 
that    of    forty-nin?    articles  which  he    had    fixed 

•  Work*  of  Francii  Oftori),  Efij;  Svo,  1673,  page  1;  1. 
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pn,  not  one  appean  tx>  have  engaged  his  future  at- 
ccndon.  Among  the  reft  he  had  purpoled  to  give 
a  hiftory  of  the  revival  of  learning  in  Europe,  and 
alfo  a  cwnparifon  of  philofophical  and  chrifthn  mo- 
rality^  by  fentences  collected  from  the  nuiralilts  and 
fathers*.  The  former  of  thefe,  as  it  required  the 
labour  of  deep  refearch,  and  the  perufal  of  a  great 
variety  of  authors,  was  a  work  that  we  may  fuppofe 
he  was  deterred  from  by  frequent  rcBeiflions  on  the 
pains  it  would  coft  him  j  but  that  he  Ihould  abandon 
a  work  fo  ^y  in  the  execution,  and  fo  much  to  the 
credit  of  the  religion  he  profefled,  as  the  latter,  is  not 
le.&  to  be  wondered  at  than  lamented. 

Thefe  projects  of  Johnfon  were  moft  of  them  re^ 
folved  on  in  his  earlier  days,  but  it  is  not  improbable 
that  he  was  induced  to  give  them  up  by  the  profpcA 
of  the  gain  that  might  arife  from  the  publication  of  a 
new  edition  of  Shakefpearc,  which  it  is  certain  he 
meditated,  about  the  year  1745.  To  an  undertak- 
ing of  this  kind  the  temptations  were  very  ftron^ 
for,  befides  that  the  fornler  editors  had  fallen  Ihort  in 
their  endeavours  to  explain  and  fettle  the  text,  he 
had  great  reafon  to  hope  it  would  be  well  received, 
for  it  that  time  it  was  obfervablc,  that  the  tafte  of 
the  public  was  refining,  and  that  the  lovers  of  ftage 
entertainments  and  dramatic  literature  had  begun  ta 
nauieate  the  tragedies  and  comedies  of  the  laft  age. 
which  were  formed  after  French  models,  and  to. 
difcern  the  beauties  and  excellencies  of  this  au- 
thor. 

•  Vide  fupn,  p«g«  83,  84,  in  net. 
*  .M4  TI«t 
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That  dift  hope  was  not  ill-grounded,  may  rca-* 
ibnably  be  inferred  from  the  fuccefs  of  thpfe  many 
editions  of  this  author  that  have  appeared  fincc  the 
above  tinfw,  of  one  whereof  above  eleven  thoufand 
copies  have  been  fold,and  next,  from  the  cffefla  of  Mr, 
Garrick's .  a&it^>  which  had  revived  the  exhibition 
Af  Shakefpearc's  plaf  s,  and  excited  readers  of  every 
elifs  to  the  perufal  of  them. 

But,  perhaps,  the  greateft  of  Johnfon's  temptadoni 
ta  this  undertaking,  faving  at  all  tin^  his  neceffitieq, 
«as,  a  defire  to  difplay  his  flciU  in  English  litentur* 
imd  rational  criticifm  in  their  wideft  extent,  in  both 
which  rrqulfites  the  deficiences  of  die  former  edi'' 
Oons  were  obvious.  Of  diofe  of  the  players  and 
dthers,  down  to  the  year  1685,  little  in  favour  can  be 
^d :  the  firft  that  made  any  pretenfions  to  correftnefs 
was  that  of  Rowe  in  1709,  and  next  t&that,  Mr.  Pope'( 
in4to>  1723,  Whattver  otherwere  theftieritsofdicfe 
two  perfons,  it  is  certua  that  neither  of  them  was 
fufficiendy  qualified  for  the  talU  he  h^dtindcftaken} 
not  that  they  wanted  the  power  of  difceming  the  ex- 
cellences of  thdr  author,  or  clearing  his  page  of  many 
corruptions  that  had  long  obfcured  bis  fenfe,  but  thae 
they  were  deficient  in  that  lower  kind  of  literature, 
without  which  all  endeavours  to  fix  or  explain  the  text  ' 
ef  an  old  writer  will  ever  be  found  to  be  vain. 

To  this  kind  of  knowledge,  as  &-  as  may  be  judged 
icom  the  courfc  of  his  ftudies,  and  indeed  from  the 
.  pre&ce  to  his  edition,  Rowe  had  not  the  leaft  prctcn^ 
lion.  ,Nor  docs  tt  appc;iu-  that  Pope  was  at  all  con-? 
Torfaik  with,  or  that  be  undoftood  the  Dhraieology 
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of  the  writers  contemporary  with  his  author.  So  little 
was  he  ufed  to  that  kind  of  reading,  that,  as  himfelf 
confeffed,  he  had  never  heard  of  the  Virgidemianim 
of  biftiop  Hall,  a  coUeftion  of  the  wittiefl:  and  moft 
pointed  fatires  in  our  language,  till  it  was  Ihewn  to  him, 
and  that  fo  late  in  his  life,  diat  he  could  only  exprcfe 
his  approbation  of  it  by  a  wifti  that  he  had  fcen  it  fooner. 
That  vernacular  erudition,  contemptible  as  it  has  been' 
rcprefented,  is  an  indifpenfable  qualification  for  the 
reftoring  or  explaining  the  fenfc  of  corrupted  or  obfo- 
lete  authors,  and  even  of  thofe  more  recent,  is  moft 
clearly  evidenced  in  one  cafe  by  the  later  editions  of 
our  great  dramatic  poet,  and  in  the  other  by  Dr.  Grey's 
edition  of  Hudibras,  without  the  afliftance  whereof, 
the  many  allufions  to  fa£ts,  circumdances,  and  fitua- 
tiona  therein  cont^ned,  muft  for  ever  have  remained 
unintelligible.  Theobald  was  the  firft  of  this  clafs  of 
editors.  For  the  purpofe  of  publifliing  Shakcfpearc, 
he,  in  the  preface  to  his  firft  edidon,  aflerts,  that  he 
had  read  no  fewer  than  eight  hundred  old  Englilh 
plays,  befides  hiitories  and  novels  to  a  great  amount; 
and  the  fame  kind  of  ftudy  has,  with  different  degrees 
of  affitluity,  been  purfued  by  others,  even  to  the  laft  of 
his  fucceffors. 

With  thefe  inducements,  and  the  aid  of  two  va- 
luable editions  then  extant,  Theobald's  and  that  of 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmcr,  Johnfon  proje£tcd  a  new  one, 
and,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  abilities  for  the  undertaking, 
publifhed  in  the  year  1745,  '  Mifccllaneous  obferva- 

*  tions  on  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth,  with  remarks  on 

*  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer's  edition  of  Shakefpeare,'  with 
propofals  for  one  by  himfelf.    Thefe  obfervations,  as 

M  5  they 
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they  go  rather  to  adjuft  the  various  readings,  and  fettle' 
the  text  by  conjectural  notes,  than  explain  allufions, 
did  not  enough  attraft  the  notice  of  the  public  to  induce 
him  afhially  to  engage  in  the  work ;  they  were  however 
evidences  of  great  fagacity,  and  drew  from  Dr.' War- 
burton  a  tcftimony  that  fet  him  above  atl  other  com- 
petitors i  for  thus  does  he  fpcak  of  Jolinfon  :  '  As  to 
'  all  thofe  things  which  have  been  publilhcd  under 

*  the  titles  of  Eflays,  Remarks,  Obfcrvations,  &c.  on 

*  Shakefpeare,  (if  you  except  fome  critical  notes  on 

*  Macbeth,  given  as  a  Ipecimcn  of  a  projcfted  edition, 

*  and  written  as  appears  by  a  man  of  pares  and  genius) 

*  the  reft  arc  abfolutely  below  a  ferious  notice  i  and 
Johnfon,  who  never  forgot  a  kindncfs,  remembered  it 
by  mentioning  Warburcon  in  terms  of  great  relpeft, 
as  occafion  offered,  in  his  edition  of  Shakefpeare,  which 
he  publilhed  many  years  after. 

By  this  and  other  of  Johnfon's  writings,  his  reputa- 
tion as  a  fcholar  and  a  philologift  was  fo  well  eftablilh- 
cd,  that  the  bookfellers  of  greateft,  opulence  in  the  city, 
who  had  long  meditated  the  publication  of  a  diftionary, 
after  the  model  of  thofe.of  Prance  and  the  Academia 
della  Crtifca,  looked  upon  him  as  a  fit  perfon  to  be' 
ennploycd  in  fuch  an  undertaking.  He  was  at  that 
time  in  the  vigour  of  his  life,  and  by  the  offer  of  a  li- 
beral reward  from  men  of  fuch  known  worth  as  thofe 
were  who  made  if,  was  tempted  to  engage  with  tliem, 
and  accordingly  fet  himfelf  to  compile  that  work, 
whic'i,  he  living  to  complete  it,  does  him  and  all  con- 
cerned in  it  great  honour. 

Nor  can  we  fuppofe  but  that  he  wSs  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  incited  to  the  profecution  of  this  laborious  work 

by 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


Dr.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON.  171 
bjr  a  refleftion  on  the  ftate  of  our  language  at  this 
time,  from  the  imperfeAion  of  all  Englilh  dictionaries 
then  extant,  and  the  great  diftance  in  point  of  im- 
provement in  thi?  kind  of  littrature  between  us  and 
feme  of  our  neighbours.  And  here  let  me  take  oc- 
cafion>  by  an  enumeration  of  the  feveral  authon 
that  had  gone  before  him,  to  point  out  the  fources  of 
that  intelligence  which  Johnfon's  voluminous  work 
contains. 

Of  Ladn  di^onaries  ana  fuch  as  give  the  figni- 
fications  of  EngUfh  appellatives  with  a  view  only  to 
illuftrate  the  Latin,  he  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  made 
feme  ufe,  and  of  thefe  the  earliefl  is  Sir  Thomas 
Elyot's  Bibliothcca  Eliotx,  publilhed  in  i$^i.  This 
was  improved  by  Cooper  after  many  years*  labor, 
by  the  addition  of  33000  words,  and  publilhed  in 
1565  in  a  large  &lio,  and  was  a  reafon  with  C^een 
Elizabeth  for  promoting  him  to  the  bilhopric  of 
Lincoln,* 

In  1572  was  publilhed  an  Alvearie  or  quadruple 
dictionary  of  four  fundry  tongues,  namely,  Englilh, 
Latin,  Greek  and  French,  by  John  Baret  of  Cambridge, 
compiled  with  the  affiftance  of  his  pupils,  but  arranged 
and  methodised  by  himfclf.    This  faft  he  ingenuoufly 

*  The  following  {»&  relpeding  thu  wcvk  rcmaiiu  npon  recoid. 
viz.  that  hi)  wife  burnt  the  notei  thu  he  kul  been  eight  yean 
gathering,  and  that  he  was  other  eight  yeari  in  gatheriyg  the  fiune  - 
pot«  wherewith  he  compofed  hii  diftlonary.  Her  prctenc*- 
was  fear  that  he  Ihould  lull  htmfelf  with  fludy  j  but  the  wa<  b 
Jhrew  and  infaiooiu  for  lewdaeli. 

confefl«d 
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tonf^kd  in  his  preface,  which>  as  a  liixrary  curiofity* 
is  infefted  bclow.f 

.  To  Baret's  fucceeded  John  Minlheu's  Guide  into 
the  tongues,  firft  publiftwd  in  1617  in  eleven,  and 
in  1617  in  nine  language*,  but  with  a  confi- 
derable  increafe  in  the  number  of  radical  words. 
In  this  the  author  undertakes  to  give  the  etymologies 
or  derivati(ms  of  the  greater  put  of  the  words  therein 
cmitdned,  but  as  they  amount  at  the  mott  to  no  more 
than  T471J,  the  work  muft  be  deemed  not  Rifficiently 
copious. 

In  1656,  Thomas  Blount  a  lawyer  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  publifhcd  a  finall  volume,  intitJcd  *  Gloflb- 

*  '  Aboot  elghteme  yeerei  igone,  haning  pa|4]*  at  Cambridge 

*  ftgdknn  of  the  Latine  tongue,  I  vfed  them  ofte^^fo  tvrite  epiUea 

*  «nd  theamct  together,  and  dailic  to  tnuiflatc  Ibtne  peece  of  Eiig- 
'  lUh  into  Lanne,  for  the  more  fpecdie  and  eafie  attaining  of  th« 

*  iane.    And  after  we  had  a  little  begun,  perceiniQg  what  great 

*  trouble  it  waf  to  come  ninning  to  ne  fiv  euerie  worde  they  mifled, 

*  (knoning  then  of  no  other  didioaaric  to  helpe  vs,  but  Sir  Tbomat 

*  EUu'%  librane,  triucb  was  come  out  a  little  before  :)  I  appointed 

*  themcertainc  leanes  of  the  Dune  bookc  eaerie  daie  to  write  th« 
'  EngliAi  before  the  Latin,  and  likewife  to  gather  a  number  of  finf 
'  phrafes  out  of  Cleft-*,  Ttrtiitt,  C^/ar,  pMit,  Sic  Ic  to  frt  them 
*-VTider  feverall  titles,  for  the  more  readie  gliding  them  againe  at 

*  their  neede.    Thiu  within  a  jtap  or  twoi  they  had  gathered 

*  together  a  great  volume,  which  (for  the  apt  fun^tudc  between  e 
'  the  good  icholen  and  diligent  beei  in  gathenng  d]eirwaxcan<( 

*  hnue  into  thdr  hive)  I  called  then  their  jiluarU,  both  &»-  4 
'  memoriall,  by  whom  it  wza  made,  and  alfo  by  thi*  nunc  to  in- 

■  coorige  other  to  the  like  diligence,  for  that  they  fliould  not  fe« 
'  their  worthle  praife  for  the  fame,  vnworthilie  drowned  in  obUuion. 
'  Not  long  after,  diuen  of  our  friends  borrowing  thit  our  woHca 

*  which  we  had  thui  contiiued  and  wr6ught  onelie  kir  our  owns 

■  priaate  vfe,  often^d  many  wides  mooed  mc  to  put  it  in  print 

<for 
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'.gn^hiajOra  difUonaiy  interpreting  fucKhardwonU» 

*  wlwtfaer  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  Italian,  &c.  that 
'  are  now  ufed  in  our  refUied  Engliib  tongue,  &c.'  ia 
which  the  articles  though  few  are  well  explained. 
This  book,  as  far  as  it  went,  was  of  fingular  uJe  »> 
Edward  FhUips,  a  nephew  and  pupil  of  Milton,  ia 
the  compilatitHi  of  a  di£Uonar7  by  him  publilhed  in 
folio,  1657,  intitled  'The  New  World  ofWoids/ 
which,  as  it  is  much  more  copious  than  that  of  Bloun^ 
and  compreheiKb  a  great  quantity  of  maCter,  muft  be 
looked  on  as  the  bafis  of  EngUlh  lexlci^raphjr^ 

Of  technical  as  alfo  of  etymological  di^ionariet, 
jnany  have   long  been  extant,  namely.   The  Inter- 

preter 

*  (or  the  contMon  pnfit  of  otken,  and  the  pibEke  piape^ation  of 

*  the  Latiiw  tongue,  or  ek  lo  {uffsr  thna  to  get  ii  pmted  u  tbnr 

*  proper  coOcs  ind  chwget.  But  I  both  vnwilling,  tnd  hjd&afhameA 

*  to  huie  one  nide  Botes  come  abroad  ndeithe  riewof  ibmanir 

*  learned  eie*.  tc  efpeciaUie  finding  no  leaTore  Itmi  my  prefixed 

*  ftudJet  for  Ae  polijhmg  of  ^  lane,  vtterlie  denied  their  reqaeft. 

*  vntO  at  length  coniming  to  London .  the  right  worlhipfuli  maifier  ' 
'  ftwU,  St  maiAcr  Garii,  wkh  other,  fingnlar  &wiui<ers  of  all  good 

'  leaniiqg,andmf  Tcrie  efpeciall  feiendi,  with  their  inqnrcanate- 

*  and eameft  exhonationa  had deancomrrcoae  mycontnric mind.' 
'  Then  immediateli*  laicng  aiide  all  other  ftudies,  I  was&iM  to 

*  feeke  for  writeri  aitd  woikemea  about  the  fame,  to  make  it  readi?- 
'  G]r  Mw  pitfle.  ThereftrA  I  went  to  dine^of  mine  old  popib  then 
'  being  atthe  {pieaef  Cq|it,  deltveringecbsfdumibme  part  of 
'  their  old  dtfcontinaed  worke  to  fee  ii  written  £ufe  againe,  and 

*  for  other  peecr*  which  i  thought  ynperfoa,  I  gat  certaine  of  the 

*  beftfcbojcftof  two  Off  three  fcholn  in  London,  to  write  after  my 

*  peefcripUM:  but  in  the  French  table*,  ahhougb  I  had  befixw 

*  tnnelledin  ^nertconniries  beyond  thefeaifboth-fijfUnguageaiid 
»  learning:  yet  not  truftmg  to  mise  owne  bill,  I  vfcd  the  hdpe  of 
'.  M.  CiaUjur,    and  M.   CUudimt.     Upon  thia  occafion  I  being 

*  auich:eons<Tfantab(milwInM*efCoiitt,aadaJ&lbmetiffleo(yti> 

>  '  lued 
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prefer  or  Law  Diftionarf  of  Dr.  Gowell  a  cimliaii,  d 
Common-Law.  'OiGtktMsy  of  the'  above  Thomas' 
Blount,  the  Etymolog^cdm  of  Junius,-  and  another  of 
Skinner,  both  well  known  and  frequently  rcfcfred  tff, 
and  of  thefc  did  Johnfon  arail  himfelf. 

The  diftionary  of  Nathan  Bailey  a  fchool -mattery 
was  fiift  publilhed  in  a  thick  oAavo  volume, 
ib  well  difpoied  with  refpcft  to  the  charadlei' 
and  method  of  printing,  as  to  contain  more  matter" 
than  could  otherwife  have  been  comprized  in  a  vo- 
lume of  that  fize.  After  it  had  pafTed  many  editions 
with  improvements  by  the  author  lumfelf,  he  medi- 
tated an  enlargement  oC  it,  and  being  lifted  in  the 

'  pied  among  fchoters  in  the  Icholes.  there  came  vnto  me  a  printer 

*  Ihewing  me  Halern  di3ionarie  (wMcli  before  I  nOner  fawv)  ttid 

■  told  mc  he  intended  ta  prkit  it  one  of  hand,  augmented  with  our 
'  notes  alfi)  in  would.     But  thi*  bargune  wenE  uot  forward  with 

■  him  for  dinen  caufet  which  here  it  were  to  king  to  reherfe.    And> 

*  finclie,  had  not  the  right  honourable  Sir  thamat  Smith  knight, 
'  principall  fecretaric  to  the  (^ecnes  MaielHc,  that  noble  Tht/tui 

■  of  learning,  and  comfortable  patrene  toallffaidents,  and  tiie  right 

*  worHupfoU  M.  Naiviil  deane  of  Pawles,  manie  waie»  eooooraged 
'  me  in  iMa  wcarie  mvlte  {the  chargei  were  fo  great,  and  the  lofle 

■  of  m/  time  k  much  grieued  me)  I  had  uever  bene  able  alone  to 

*  hane  wrefiled  againft  fo  manie  troubles,  but  long  ere  this  hid 
'  cleane  brcdtcn  ofFour  waAst  begun,  and  call  it  by  foreuer. 

•  Now  therefore  (gentle  reader)  looke  not  to  finde  in  this  booke 

*  euerie  thing  whatlbener  thon  wouldeft  feeke  for,  as  thwgh  all 

*  dui^  were  here  to  pcrfeA  that  nothing  tacked,  or  were  piAble 
'  to  be  added  hereunto.  Bat  if  thou  maieft  onelie  find  here  the 
'  mofi  wordes  that  thon  needeA,  or  at  the  leajl  To  manie  as  no  other 

■  i^Ctionarie  yet  extant,  or  made  hath  the  like :  take  th^n  I  faie  in 
<  good  part  this  our  fimple  Alutarii  in  die  mesne  time,  and  geue 

■  God  the  praife.that  Jirft  mooed  me  to  fet  my  pupils  on  worke 
' '  thereabout,  and  fo  merciiiillie  alfo  hath  fbengthened  vs  (thos  as  it 

'  b)aticn£thtoatchicueandfinilbUMfaiBe.' 

mathematical 
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mathematical  put  by  Mr.  Gordon,  ui  the  botanical 
by  die  famous  gardener  Philip  Miller,  and  in  the  ety- 
mological by  Mr.  Lcdiaid,  aprofelTor  of  the  modern 
languages,  it  was  publi&ed  in  a  folio  fize.  The  laft 
improvement  of  it  was  by  Dr.  Jofeph  Nicoll  Scott, 
•who,  of  a  diffenting  teacher  had  become  a  phyfician 
and  a  writer  for  the  bookfellers. 

Johtifon,  who  before  this  time,  «^;ccher  widi  his 
wife,  had  lived  in  obfcurity,  lodging  at  different  houfei 
in  the  courts  and  alleys  in  and  about  the  Strand  and ' 
Fleet  ftrcet,  had,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  thi» 
;uduous  work,  and  being  near  the  printers  employed 
in  it,  taken  a  handfome  houfe  in  Gough  fquare,  and 
fitted  up  a  room  in  it  with  defies  and  other  acc(»iuno- 
dations  for  amanuenfes,  who,  Co  the  number  of  five  op 
fix,  he  kept  conftantly  under  his  eye.  An  interleaved 
copy  of  Bailey's  di£tianary  in  folio  be  made  the  repo* 
licory  of  the  feveral  articles,  and  thefe  he  collected  by 
incefTant  reading  the  belt  authors  in  our  language, 
in  the  praAice  whereof,  his  inethod  was  to  fcore  with 
a  black-lead  pencil  die  words  by  him  felefted,  and 
give  diOTi  over  to  his  affiftants  to  infert  in  thcir,placcs. 
The  books  he  ufed  for  diis  purpofe  were  what  he  had 
in  his  own  colledtion,  a  copious  but  a  miferably  ragged 
ene,  and  all  fuch  as  he  could  borrow ;  which  latter,  if 
ever  they  came  back  to  thofe  that  lent  them,  were  ib 
ddaced  as  to  be  fcarce  worth  owning,  and  yet,  fome  ol 
his  friends  were  glad  to  receive  and  entertain  them  a« 
curiofities. 

It  feems  that  Johnlbn   had  made  a  confiden^le 
progrefs  in  his  work  when  he  was  informed,  that  the 
earl  of  ChefterBetd  had  heard  and  fpoken  favourdily. 
of  his  defign.    He  had  never  till  diis  time  experi- 
enced 
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enced  the  patronage  of  any  other  than  bcokleWcrt, 
and  though  he  1^  but  an  indiftinA  idea  of  that  c/t 
ft  nobleman,  a  reputed  wit,  and  art  accompliflied 
courtier,  and  dbubted  whether  he  was  to  rate  it 
ftmong  the  happy  incidents  of  his  life,  it  might  mean  a 
liberal  prefent  or  an  handlbme  pcnfion  to  encourage  him 
in  the  profecution  of  the  work ;  he  therefore  rdblvcd 
not  u>  rejeA  it  by  a  fupercilious  comparifon  of  his  own 
tdents  widi  thofe  of  his  lordAiip,  or  to  flight  a  favour 
which  he  was  not  able  to  eftimate.  Accordingly,  he 
in  the  year  1747,  drew  up  and  dedicated  to  lord 
Chefierfield>  then  a  fecretary  of  ftate,  a  plan  of  his 
di^ionary,  the  manufcript  wlwrerfhe  delivered  to  Nfr. 
Whitehead  the  late  laureat,  who  undertook  to  convey 
ttto  his  lordfliip,  but  he  having c<nnmiu)icated  it  fiift 
to  another  pcribn,  it  p^ed  through  other  hands  be- 
fore it  reached  that  to'  which  it  was  immediately  di- 
re&ed :  the  refult  wA  an  inviudon  from  lord  Chefter- 
field  to  the  author. 

Never  could  there  be  a  ftronger  contraft  of 
chara^rs  than  this  interview  produced:  a  fcholar 
and  a  courtier,  the  one  ignorant  of  the  forms  and 
modes  of  addrefs,  the  other>  to  an  affefted  degree,  ac- 
complilhed  in  both :  the  one  in  a  manly  and  fenten- 
cious  ftile  directing  his  difcourfe  to  a  weighty  fubjeft  t 
Ae  other  dreading  to  incur  the  impuution  of  pedantry, 
and.byihe  interpofidon  of  compliments  and  the  intro- 
duction of  new  topics  OS  artfully  endeavouring  to  evade 
it.  The  acquaintance  thus  ccMnmenced  was  never  im- 
pioved  into  friendlhip.  What  his  lordfhip  thought 
of  John&nwemay  Icam  ftom  his  letters  to  an  illegi- 
timate fon,  now  extant*.  Johnfon  was  lb  little  pleafed 
*  Letter  aid. 
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with  his  once  fuppofed  patron,  that  he  forbore  not 
ever  after  to  fpeak  of  him  in  tcrnis  of  the  great^ 
Contempt. 

Hovfar  Johnfon  «as  right  to  his  opinion  of  this 
popular  nobleman,  or  whctho-  he  is  to  be  fiifpcfted  of 
having  rcfentcd  more  than  he  ought  to  have  done,  the 
coldnefs  of  his  reception,  or  the  difappointmeni  of  his 
hopes,  will  beft  appear  by  a  furvq'  of  his  charafter, 
as  it  arifes  out  of  the  memoirs  of  his  life  preSxed  t» 
his  mifcellaneous  works,  and  the  fentiments  and  pria- 
ciples  which,  for  the  inftru<5tion  of  his  fon,  he,  in  • 
courfe  of  letters  to  him,  from  time  to  time  commu- 
nicated, and  with  the  utmoft  folicitudc  laboured  to 
inculcate  and  enforce. 

His  lordfhip's  defcent  was  from  an  illuftrious, 
though  hot  a  very  ancient  family.  Being,  as  hitnfelf 
relates,  rather  negle&ed  by  his  father,  and  in  tus  tender 
years  bereft  of  his  mother,  the  care  of  his  education 
devolved  on  his  grandmother,  the  marchionefs  of 
Halifax,  a  woman  of  exemplary  virtue  and  difcretion, 
who  fearing,  perhaps,  the  contagion  of  a  public  femi- 
nary,  kept  him  In  her  ^ily,  and  with  the  beft  al&f- 
tanceof  inftruflors  that  Ibe  could  procure,  conferred 
on  him  all  the  benefits  that  could  be  hopod  for  in » 
courfe  of  domeftic  education. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  fent  to  Trinity  hall, 
Cambridge,  where,  as  he  informt  us,  he  had  a 
great  deal  of  bufinefs  on  his  hands,  for  he  ^W 
above  an  hour  ev«y  day  in  ftudying  the  civil  l»w,  and 
4S  much  in  phitofophy,  tnd  attended  the  mathemqd-. 
cal  leftures  of  the  bUod  man  [profeilfor  Saundoifon] 
lb  that,  adds  fa^  I  am  now  fully  en^pldyed^    But  not- 
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wkhfUnding  this  intenfe  application  to  his  {hidies^thrs 
hopeful  young  nobleman  feems  to  have  brought  from 
the  univerfity  Icfs  of  what  all  fuch  feminarics  profefs 
to  teach,  found  learning  and  good  morals,  than  a 
hatred  of  that  pedantry  and  illiberality  of  manners, 
which,  throughout  his  writings,  he  reprobates  as  the 
infeparable  concomitant  of  all  academical  inftituttons. 

As  I  have  not  taken  upon  me  the  office  of  his  lord- 
(hip's  biogn^her,  I  Jhall  content  myfelf  with  mention- 
ing only  thofe  ciFCumftances  of  his  life  and  conduift 
that  may  ferve  to  difplay  his  genuine  chanider,  and 
enable  the  world  to  determine  whether  it  was  fiich  a  one 
as  a  wife  nun  would  chufe  as  a  model  for  imitation, 
or  the  ftandard  by  which  he  would  form  his  own. 

After  about  two  years  ftay  at  the  univerfity,  lord 
Stanhope,  for  that  was  then  his  only  tide,  went  abroad 
to  travel,  and  at  that  enchanting  place  the  Hague, 
began  to  be  acqu^ntcd  with  the  world.  The  college 
juft,  which,  if  we  may  believe  his  panegyrift,  he  con- 
tracted in  the  univerfity  during  Co  long  a  refidence 
there,  he  found  means  to  rub  off;  and  exchanged  for 
the  poiiih  of  gaming,  which  rendered  him  the  dupe  of 
knaves  and  fharpcrs  almofl:  throughout  his  life,  and 
this  not  from  any  real  propenfity  to  this  pernicious 
vice,  "ariGng  either  from  avarice  or  the  cxercife  of 
thofe  mental  powers  that  make  it  a  delight  to  many, 
but  to  acquire,  what  throughout  his  life  he  feems  to 
have  above  all  thifigs  been  defirous  of,  the  infipd  cha- 
racter of  a  man  of  fafiiion. 

Nature,  it  muft  be  owned,  had  endowed  him  with 
firie  parts,  and  thcfe  he  cultivated  with  all  the  itiduftry 
ufually  praftifed  by  fuch  as  prefer  the  femblancc  of 

what 
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,>i(4iat  ^is  really  6t,  juft,  lovely,  honourable,  to  ^  qua- 
lities thonfelresj  thus  he  had  eloquence  without 
learning,  complalfance  without  friendfhip,  and  gal- 
lantry without  love. 

Not  much  to  his  honour,  he.  In  the  year  171;, 
fuffered  himfelf  to  be  chofen  for  a  Comifh  borough, 
and  took  his  feat  in  the  houfecf  OHnmons,  at  an  age 
when  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  fmglc  member,  by 
the  Ipeaking  of  a  very  few  words,  to  have  turned  him 
out  of  it.  Upon  *  liiot  of  his  inc^tacity,  occafioned 
by  a  pert  ^>eech  of  his  making,  he  had  the  prudence 
to  quit  the  houfe  and  retire  to  Paris,  glad  of  an  op- 
portunity of  finilhing  his  noviciate  in  a  dty  that 
abounded  with  thofe  pleafures  and  amulements'  diat 
beft  fuit  with  a  mind  to  which  ihidy  and  the  rational 
cxercile  of  its  faculties  are  laboiu*. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1726,  he  iucceeded 
to  his  title,  and  his  feat  in  die  houfe  of  peen.  His 
fpeechcs  in  that  affembly,  which  were,  though  flimfy, 
florid,  gave  him,  as  that  fpeciea  of  eloquence  will. 
ever  do,  the  reputation  of  a  fine  oratorj  and  in  this  he 
,was  fo  confident,  that  he  has  not  fcrupled^to  confels, 
that  he  has  fpoken  with  great  applaufe,  as  on  the  bill 
for  reforming  the  calendar,  on  fubjeas  that  he  under- 
ftood  not.  *  For  my  own  part,'  ikys  he,  *  I  could  juft 
'  as  foonhave  talked  Celtic  orSclavonian  to  them  [the 
'  lords]  as  altronomy,  and  they  would  have  uoderllood 
'  me  full  as  well  j  fo  I  refolved  to  do  better  than  fpeak 

•  to  the  purpofe,  and  to  pleafe  inftead  of  infomiieg 

*  them  j'  and  for  this  he  gives  as  a  reafon,  what  per- 
haps will  be  found  to  be  a  true,  one,  that  every  nu- 

*  Letten  to  hii  fim,  munbcr  aij, 
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merous  ^rrtbly  is  a  mob,  and  to  fuch  a  one  rtaloi* 

and  good  fenfe  are  never  to  be  talked. 

In  addition  to  his  character  ofaxi  orator  and  a  ftatef- 
man,  he  was  emulous  of  that  of  a  poet,  his  prctenfions 
to  which  were  founded  ©n  fundry  little  compofitions  in 
verfc  that  from  time  to  time  appeared  in  colleftions 
of  that  kind  j  elegant  it  muft  be  confeflcd  >  but  gene- 
rally immoral  and  oft  times  profane. 

His  diflnnrfatkin,  deep  and  refined  as  it  was,  did 
not  lead  him  to  proftrts  any  flncere  regard  to  virtue  or 
religion  :  the  groffer  immoralities  he  afFefts  to  (Jieak 
oC  with  abhorrencci  but  fiich  as  might  t>e  praftifcd 
without  the  lofs  of  health  and  reputation  he  feemed  tf> 
think  there  was  no  law  againft.  He  was' therefore,  if 
fecret,  vaih  in  his  amours,  and  though,  fetting  afid* 
his  mien,  his  pcrfon  had  little  to  recommend  it,  for 
he  was  low  of  ftaturc,  had  coarfe  features,  and  a  ca- 
daverous complexion*,  his  confidence  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  Aem  was  foch  as  expofed  him  to  greater 
.  Tifques  of  peWbnal  fefety  than  ittoft  men  would  chufc 
to  run;  and  of  this  I  IhaB  now  produce  an  in- 
ftance. 

A  lady  of  h^h  quality,  and  a  relation  of  one  who  had 
the  ftory  from  her  own  mouth  and  told  it  mc,  having 
keen  married  fomc  few  years  but  never  having  brought 
her  lord  a  child,  was  furprifed  one  morning  by  a  vifn 
from  lord  Ch«fterfield,  whom  fher  had  frequently  fecn 
and  converfed  with  at  courts  After  the  tifual  compli- 

*  Hewiisalfetong-vifigedatidlang-necked,  butfrom  thelhoDl- 
iterstOthevufi  vcrytuMt,  which  a  wit  onu  obhrving,  faid,  h» 
WM  a  giant  cnt  down,  alluilingto  thepraAiccof  coaktgdoiMiIhiiK 
•f  war  c«  rendtr  them  nwe  a^ve. 
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TTients  had  pafled>  his  lordfhip  in  that  cafy  gay  ftyle 
which  be  fo  ftroo^y  recommends  to  his  fon*  gave  her 
to  underftand,  that  he  Ihould  be  happy  to  form  fudi 
aconneflioo  wliii  her  Udyjbip,  as  it  was  more  thaa 
probable  might  give  being  to  an  heir  co  the  honoun 
^d  polTeinons  of  thatQoble  family  into  which  ihq  had 
matched.  I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the  indigna- 
tion which  the  lady  felt  at  fucb  an  unexampled  ioftancc 
of  impudence  as  the  propofal  indicated.  She  roft 
from  her  chair,  and  with  all  the  dignity  of  inlulted 
jnode(ly>  commanded  this  well-bred  lovcr>  tbisminion 
of  the  graces>  to  quit  her  houfe,  with  this  menaccy 

*  Think  yourielf  well  off,  my  lord,  that  for  this  affront 
'  I  do  not  order  my  fervants  to  pulh  you  headlong 

*  out  of  doors.' 

It  is  a  refinement  in  modem  gallantry,  but  an  afiront 
<o  human  |K}licy,  to  ncogfuzc  in  public,  by  the  un- 
qualified appellation  of  fon,  thole  to  whom  the  taws  of 
mofb  civilized  rounu-ies  deny  not  only  that  but  the 
privilege  of  heirs ;  yet  thi^  has  this  flavc  to  forms  and 
ufages  done  in  a  leries  of  letters  to  a  young  gentleman 
begotten  byhimoutof  wedlpck,  and  inthe  life-time 
of  one  to  whom  we  mult  Iijppofe  he  once  tendered 
himlelfj  his  honours,  Ms  pQlTel^ns,  and  his  heart.  With 
a  folicitude  for  his  welfare,  commendable  it  muft  be 
faid  in  its  general  intention,  he  takes  on  himfelf  to 
mold  his  pcrfoQ,  to  font;  his  manners,  and  to  furniHi 
his  mind.  In  the  fyHt  of  thefe  particulars  his  lordlhip 
had  great  difficulties  to  encounter :  the  clay  he  had 
£^ofen  to  wwk  upon  was  ftifF*  and  refifled  the  plaftic 
touch  :  the  boy  was  encumbered  with  ficfli,  and  na^ 
tur^  had  fo  careleisly  compared  his  limbs  as  fcarcely 
N  3    •  to 
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to  leave  them  the  power  of  flexure.  In  a  word,  in  In- 
fancy he  was  IhapelcfS]  and  in  youth  a  looby.  Never 
did  afhe-bcarwith  more  anxious afliduitylabourto lick 
her  cub  into  Ihape  than  this  fond  parent  did  to  correct 
the  errors  of  nature  in  the  formadon  of  this  his  darling: 
the  head,  the  flioulders  and  the  hands,  were,  by  tums> 
the  objeAs  of  his  carej  but  the  legs  and  feet  leem  B> 
have  Engaged  moft  of  his  attention :  thefe  upon  his 
being  fent  abroad,  were  committed  to  the  care  of  a 
dancing-malter  at  Paris,  whofe  inftniAions  he  elH- 
mates  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  precepts  of  Ariltotle*. 
He  recommends  to  form  his  manners  les  agremens  et 
les  graces,t  les  manieres,  la  coumure,  et  les  ufages  du 
beau  monde  X  >  and  is  perpetually  reminding  him  of 
that  trite  maxim   *  Suaviter  in  modo,   forticer   in 

•  re.'  ( 

The  bcft  furniture  of  a  young  man's  mind  arc  the 
precepts  of  religion  and  found  morality.  Not  a 
word  of  either  of  thefe  do  we  meet  with  in  two  quarto 
Tolumes  of  ihofe  letters  which  I  am  now  citing,  but 
in  them  precepts  of  a  di^rent  kind,  fuch  as  relpc£t 
his  pleafures,  abound.  Afiurmng  an  air  of  fapience, 
v^chwas  not  very  natural  to  his  lordihip,he  remarks, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  world  the  qualifications  of  the 
canneleon  are  often  necefiary,  nay,  they  muft  be  car- 
ried a  little  farther,  and  exerted  a  tittie  fooner  i  **for 
<  you  fhould,'  adds  he,  *  to  a  certain  degree  take  the 

*  hue  of  either  the  man  or  woman  that  you  want  and 
'  with  to  be  upon  terms  with.'  Fatherly  curiofity  then 
prompts  him  to  an  enquiry  into  certain  particulars, 
which  thefe  his  own  words  will  go  near  to  explain  :— 

fiaaaiti-    tL6tter2i4.    J^Letterji?.    [|Leitei-ai3. 
'  Apropos: 
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*  Apropos :  have  you  yet  found  out  at  Paris  any 

*  friemUy  and  hofpitable  Madame  deLurfay,  qui  vcut 

*  bien  fe  chatter  du  foin  de  vous  cduquer  ?  And  have 

*  you  had  any  occafion  of  reprefenting  to  her,  qu'  elle 

*  faifoit  done  des  nccuds  ?  But  I  alk  your  pardon, " 
■  Sir,  for  the  abruptnefs  of  the  queftion,  and  acknow- ' 
'  ledge  that  i  am  meddling  with  matters  that  are  out 

*  of  my  department.    However,  in  matters  of  lefs 

*  importance  I  defu-e  to  be  dc  vos  fccrcts  Ic  fidcle  de- 

*  pofitaire.    Truit  me  with  the   general   turn  and 

*  colour  of  your  amufements  at  Paris.    Is  it  le  fracas 

*  du  grand    monde,  comedies,  bals,  operas,    cour, 

*  &c.  ?  Or  is  it  des  pctites  focictcs  moins  bruiantes 

*  mais  pas  pour  cela  moins  agrcablcs  ?  Where  arc  you 

*  the  moft  ctabli  ?  Where  are  you  le  petit  Stanhope  ? 

*  Voyez  vous  encore  jour,  i.  quelque  arrangement 

*  honnetc?'  Letter  ai2. 

Farther  to  initiate  him  into  vice,  he  recommends 
to  him  the  '  turning  over  men  by  day  and  women 

*  by  night;,'  for  thus  it  pleafes  him  to  render  the  pre- 
cept Nofturna  verfate  manu  verfate  diurna  *  i  and 
with  matchlels  effrontery  and  total  difregard  for  the 
perfonal  fafety  of  him  whom  he  is  inftrufting,  advifcs 
him,  in  cfFedt,  to  rifquc  being  run  through  the  body, 
or  the  breaking  his  neck  out  of  a  bed-chamber  win- 
dow, by  commeqcing  an  intrigue  with  a  new-married 
and  virtuous  young  lady.  Hear  the  documents  df 
our  M^or  to  this  purpofe  :  *  Go,*  &ys  he,  *  among 

*  women,  with  the  good  qualities  of  your  fex,  and  you 

*  will  acquire  from  them  the  Ibfmefs  and  the  graces  of  , 

*  dieirs.    Men  will  then  add  aSe^on  to  the  eftecm 

•  Letter  117.    '■       ' 
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*  which  they  before  had  for  you. — Women  arc  the 

*  only  refiners  of  the  merit  of  men :  it  is  true  they 

*  cannot    add  weight  j     but  they   polifh  and  give> 

*  luftre  to  it.    Apropos :  I  am  affurcd  that  Madame 

*  de  Blot,  although  fhc  has  no  great  regxUarity  of 

*  features,  is  notwithftanding,  exceflively  pretty,  and 

*  chat  for  all  tha^  fhe  has  as  yet  been  fcrupuloufly 

*  aonftanc  to  her  huffiand,  though  flie  has  now  been 

*  mairied  above  a  year.    Surely  fhe  does  not  reflcA 

*  that  woman  wants  polilhing.     I  would  have  you 

*  polifh  one   another  reciprocally.    Afliduitics,  at- 

*  tentions,  tender  looks,  and  paflionate  declarations 
'  on  your  fide,  will  produce  fome  irrefoluK  wiOies  at 

*  Icaft  on  hers,  and  when  even  the  fljghteft  wilhe^ 

*  arife,  the  reft  will  foon  follow  *,' 

Finally,  to  attain  thefe  and  the  other  ends  which  his 
lordlhip  points  out  as  the  objefts  of  his  fon's  purfuit, 
he  inculcates  in  the  ftrongeft  terras  the  praftice  of 
tbofc^arts  of  crooked  cunning,  which,  as  lord  Bacon 
has  remarked,  oftncr  defeat  than  efFcdt  their  purpofe, 
and  together  with  thefe,  the  general  exercife  of  that 
diffimiSation  which  *as  one  qf  the  moft  prominent 
features  in  his  own  charafter. 

The  letters  frqm  lord  Cheftcrfield  tq  his  fon  are  two 
hundred  and  eighty-five  in  number.  The  precept^ 
cont^ned  in  them  are  multifarious,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  they  have  not  only  becq  adopted  by  many 
ignorant  parents  and  indifcreet  tutors,  but  that  they 
have  greatly  tended  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
lifing  generation.  As  an  antidote  to  the  poifot) 
^hich  (hey  ml|ft  be  fuppofcd  to  have  difiufcd,  I  ihall 

*  Letter  218, 
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bm  inim  ft  ktwof  imn)  ioftruaion  from  one  of 
t^  w^it  uid  gKUeft  men  Am  this  nttion  ever  hatt 
tp  bo^  9f,  tp  hU  fan,  apd  leave  the  reader  to  mak« 
the  ^oinpanfoii  between  it  and  thc^e  of  the  noblenfuit 
of  whom  I  am  now  l^icaliuig.  It  is  from  Sir  Henrf 
Sydney^  to  his  fpn  Phi|ip»  afterwards  the  famous  Si» 
Philip,  who,  when  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood, 
combining  the  qualities  of  a  f(^ier,  a  fchotarj  a  poet, 
and  a  courtier,  was  eonfeffedly  on?  of  the  moft  ac^ 
jCompliOied  gentlemen  in  Europe. 

*  I  haye  received  two  letters  from  you,  one  written 

*  in  L<adn,  the  other  in  Freodi,  which  i  take  in 
f  good  par^  and  will  you  to  ^ercife  due  prance  of 

*  learning  often,  for  that  wUl  Hand  you  in  moft  &etd 

*  in  that  profeflion  of  life  that  you  are  bom  to  live  in. 

*  And  En^e  this  ii  my  fuil  letter  that  ever  I  did  writs 
f  ta  you,  I  will  not  that  it  be  all  empty  of  fome  ad- 

*  vices,  which  my  natural  care  of  you  provoketJi  mo 
'  to  wiih  you  to  follow,  as  documents  to  you  in  this 
'  your  tender  age.     Let  your  Brft  aAion  be  the 

*  lifting  up  of  your  mind  to  Almighty  God  by  hear- 

*  ty  prayer,  and  feelingly  digeft  the  wwds  you 
'  Speak  m  prayer  with  continual  meditation  and  think- 

*  ingof  him  xo  whom  you  pray,  and  of  the  matter 
'  for  which  you  pray,  and  ufe  this  as  an  ordinary,  t£, 
f  and  at  an  ordinary  hour,  whereby  the  time  itlelf 

*  will  put  you  in  remembrance  to  do  that  which  you 
'  are  accuftomed  to  do.  In  that  time  apply  your 
'  ihidy  to  fuch  hours  as  your  difcreet  noafter  doth 

*  affign  you,  eameftly,  and  die  ome  I  know  he  will 
f  fo  limit  as  fiiatl  be  both  fiifficieac  for  your  learning, 
'  and  fafe  for  your  health :  and  mark  the  ienle  and 

*  the 
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'  the  matter  of  that  you  read,  as  well  a>  the  words  t 

*  fo  fliall  you  both  enrich  your  tongue  with  words, 

*  and  your  wit  with  matter,  and  judgment  will  grow 

*  as  years  grow  in  you.    Be  humble  and  obedient 

*  to  your  mafter  j  for  unlels  you  frame  yourfelf  to 

*  obey  others,  yea  and  feel  in  yourfelf  what  obedi- 

*  ence  is,  you  fhall  never  be  able  to  teach  others  how 

*  tQ  obey  you.    Be  courteous  of  gefturc,  and  affable 

*  to  all  men,  with  diverfity  of  reference  according  to 

*  the  dignity  of  the  perfon :   there  is  nothing  that 

*  winneth  fo  much  with  fo  little  coft.  Ufe  moderate 
<  diet,  fo  as  after  your  meat  you  may  find  your  mt 
'  frefhcr  and  not  duller,  and  your  body  more  tirely 

*  Mid  not  more  heavy.    Seldom  drink  wine,  and  yet 

*  fcHnedme  do,  left  being  inforccd  to  drink  upon  the 

*  fudden  you  fliould  find  yourfelf  inflamed.     Ufe  cx- 

*  ercifeof  body,  but  fuch  as  is  without  peril  of  your 

*  joints  w  bones :  it  will  increafe  your  force  and  en- 

*  large  your  breath.    Delight  to  be  cleanly  as  well  in 

*  all  parts  of  your  body  as  in  your  gamients :  it  fliall 

*  make  you  grateful  in  each  company,  and  otherwife 

*  ioathfonie.    Give  yourfelf  to  be  merry  j  for  you 

*  degenerate  from  your  father  if  you  find  not  yourfelf 
'  moll  able  in  wit  and  body  to  do  any  thing  when  you 

*  be  moft  merry  i  but  let  your  mirth  be  ever  void  of 

*  all  fcurrility  and  biting  words  to  any  man,  for  a 

*  wound  given  by  a  word  is  oftentimes  harder  to  be 
'  cured  than  that  which  is  given  with  the  fword.  Be 
■  you  rather  a  hearer  and  bearer  away  of  other  mens' 

*  talk  than  a  beginner  or  procurCT  of  fpcech,  otherwife 

*  you  fliail  be  counted  to  delight  to  hear  yourfelf 

*  fpeafc.    If  you  hear  a  wife  fcntencc  or  an  ^pi  phrafe, 

-  *  commit 
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*  commit  it  to  your  memory,  with  rcfpeft  of  the  cir- 

*  cumftances  when   you  (hall  fpcak  it.    Let  never 

*  oath  be  heard  to  come  out  of  your  mouth  nor  word 

*  of  ribaldry ;  deteft  it  in  others  j    fo  ihall  cuftom 

*  make' to  yourfelf  a  law  ag^nft  it  in  yourfclf.     Be 

*  modeft  in  each  affcmbly,  and  rather  be  rebuked  of 

*  light  fellows  for  mwdenlikc  fliamefacednefe,  than  of 
'  your  fad  fHends  for  pert  boldnefs.    Think  upon 

*  every  word  that  you  will  fpcak  before  you  utter  it, 

*  and  remember  how  nature  hath  rampired  up  (as  it 

*  were)  the  tongue  with  teeth,  lips,  yea  and   h^ 
'  without  the  lips,  and  all  betokening  reins  or  bridles 

*  for  the  loofc  ufe  of  that  member.    Above  all  things 

*  tell  no  untruth,  no  not  in  trifles.    The  cuftom  of  it 

*  is  naught,  and  let  it  not  fatisfy  you  that  for  a  time  ■ 

*  the  hearers  take  it  for  a  truth,  for  after  it  will  be 

*  known  as  it  is,  to  your  fliamc,  for  there  cannot  be  a 

*  greater  reproach  to  a  gendeman  than  to  be  account- 

*  ed  a  liar.    Study  and  endeavour  yourfelf  to  be  vir- 

*  tuouOy  occupied ;  fo  fliall  you  make  fuch  an  habit 

*  of  well'doing  in  you  that  you  {hall  not  know  hov 

*  to  do  evil,  though  you  would.    Remember,  myion, 
'  the  noble  blood  you  are  dcfcended  of  by  your  mo- 

*  ther's  fide,  and  think  that  only  by  virtuous  life  and 

*  good  a£tion  you  may  be  an  ornament  to  that  illuf- 

*  trious  faniily,  and  otherwife,  through  vice  and  (loth 
'  you  Qiall  be  counted  labes  generis,   one   of  i^e 

*  greatcft    curfes    that    can    happen    to  man. 

*  Well  (my  little  Philip)  this  is  enough  for  me,  and 
'  too  much  I  fear  for  you  :  but  if  I  (hall  find  that 

*  this  light  meal  of  dJge(tion  nouri(h  any  thing  the 

*  weak  ftomach  of   your  young  capacity,   1  will. 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


i8S  THELIFEOF 

*  ^  I  find  the  fame  grow  ftrongcr,  feed  It  with  tougfacr 
'  feod. 

'  Your  loving  fatlierj  fo  long  as 
^  you  live  in  the  fear  of  God, 

*  H.  Sydney.'* 

The  h<^)efiil  do<timents  contained  in  this  inftitutc 
of  politenefs,  lord  Chefterfidd's  letters  to  his  fon, 
f^led  inagrcat  mcafure  of  their  end.  His  lordnup's 
interdt  with  the  tniniftry,  founded  on  a  feat  in  par- 
^amait>  which,  though  a  greac  dcclaimer  againft 
corruption,  he  bought  as  he  would  have  done  a  horfe, 
procured  him  the  appojntment  of  an  envoy-extraor- 
dinajy  to  the  court  of  Drefdcn.  We  find  not  that  the 
jroujig  man  had  any  feiTiale  attachments,  but  that  on 
^c  contrary  he  had  more  grace  than  his  fether.  He 
imrried  a  woman,  who  becoming  a  widow,  and  pro- 
voked by  real  or  imaginaiy  ill  treamTcnt  of  lord  Chef- 
ttifield,  poblilhed  thofc  letters,  which,  had  he  been 
living,  he  would  have  given  almoft  any  thing  to  have 
foppreffed,  as  they  Iheif  him  to  have  been  a  man 
devoted  to  plcafure,  and  aftuatcd  by  vanity,  without 
religious,  moral,  or  political  prinpiples,  a  fiiiatterer 
in  learning,  and  in  manners  a  coxcomb. 

Such  was  the  perlbnwhom  Johnibn  in  the  fimplicity 
of  his  heart  chofe  for  a  patron,  and  was  betrayed  to  ce- 
febratc  as  the  Mecjenas  of  the  age  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
opinion  he  had  conceived  of  his  (kill  in  literature,  his 
love  of  eloquence,  and  hisacal  for  the  interefts  of  learn- 
ing, that  he  approached  him  with  the  utmoft  refpeft, 
and  that  he  might  not  err  in  his  manner  of  exprcffing 

•  Sydney  papers,  vol.  l.page  S. 
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it,  the  (tile  and  language  of  that  addrefs  which  his 
plan  includ'es  are  little  lefs  than  adulatory.  With  a 
view  farther  to  fecure  his  patronage,  he  waited  on 
him  in  perfon,  and  was  honoured  by  him  with  con- 
verfations  on  the  fubjeft  of  literature,  in  which  be 
found  him  fo  deficient  as  gave  him  occafion  to  repent 
the  choice  he  had  made,  and  to  fay,  that  the  labour  he 
had  bellowed  in  his  addreft  to  lord  Chefterfield  refem- 
bled  that  of  gilding  a  rotten  poft,  that  he  was  a  wit 
among  lords  and  a  lord  among  vnxs,  and  that  his 
accomplifliments  were  only  thofe  of  a  dancing- 
mafter. 

It  is  pretty  well  undcrftood  that,  as  Johnfon  had 
chofcn  this  nobleman  for  his  patron,  he  meant  to  have 
dedicated  to  him  his  work,  and  he  itlig^t  poflibly  havf 
done  fo,  even  aftar  he  had  difcovered  that  he  was  un- 
worthy of  that  honoitrj  but  the  earl's  behaviour  in  a 
particular  inftance  prevented  him.  Johnfon  one  day 
made  him  a  morning  vifit,  and  being  admitted  into  aa 
anti-chamber,  was  told,  that  his  lordfhip  was  engaged 
with  a  gendeman,  but  would  fee  him  as  foon  as  tha 
fjentkman  went.  Tt  was  not  till  after  an  hour's  wait- 
ing that  Johnfon  difcovered  that  this  gentleman  was 
C'lilley  Cibber,  which  he  had  no  Iboner  done,  than  he 
rulhed  out  of  the  houfe  with  a  refolution  never  to  entef 
it  more. 

What  imprelTion  Johnfon's  vifits  made  upon  hit 
lordfhip,  we  are  told  by  the  latter  in  a  chara<flerofhin\ 
which,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  the  one  as  the  other, 
I  wifh  to  be  held  forth  to  the  public.  Speaking,  as 
his  lordihip  is  ever  doing,  to  his  fon  of  the  eng^ng 
manners,  the  plcafing  attentions,  the  graces,  with  the 
red  of  that  nonlenfe  which  was  ever  floating  in  his 

mind. 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


tjo  THELIFEOF 

mind,  he  thus  delineates  die  perTon,  who>  in  language 
the  tnoft  nervous  and  elegant  had  endeavoured  to  ren- 
der him  refpeftable  in  the  republic  of  letters,  and  in 
that  particular  to'do  for  him  what  he  was  never  able  to 
do  for  himfclf.    *  There  is  a  man  whofe  moral  cha- 

•  rafter,  deep  learning,  and  fupcrior  parts,  I  acknow- 

•  ledge,admirc,  and  rcfpefti  but  whom  it  is  fo  impofli- 

•  ble  for  me  to  love,  that  I  am  almoft  in  a  fever  when- 

•  ever  I  am  in  his  cwnpany.    His  figure  (without 

•  being  deformed)  fcems  made  to  difgrace  or  ridicule 

•  the  common  ftrufture  of  the  human  body.  His  legi 

•  and  arms  are  never  in  the  pofition  which,  according 

•  to  the  fituation  of  Jiis  body,  they  ought  to  be  in,  buc 

•  conftantly  employed  in  committing  afts  of  hoftility 

•  upon  the  graces.    He  throws,  any  where,  but  down 

•  his  throat,  whatever  he  means  to  drink,  and  only 
'  mangle^  what  he  means  to  carve.    Inattentive  to  all 

•  the  regards  of  focial  life,  he  mif-timcs  and  mif-jdaces 

•  everything.    He  difputeswith  heat,  and  indifcri- 

•  minately,  mindlefs  of  the  rank,  charafter,  and  fitua- 

•  tion  of  them  with'-whom   he  difputes :  abfolutely 

•  ignorant  of  the  feveral  gradations  of  familiarity  and 

•  refpeft,  he  is  exaftly  the  fame  to  his  fupcriors,  hit 

■  equals,  and  his  inferiors  j  and  therefore,  by  a  ne- 

■  ceflary  confequence,  abfurd  W  two  of  the  three.    Is 

•  it  poflible  to  love  fuch  a  man  ?  No.  The  utmoft 
*.  I  can  do  for  him,  is,  to  confider  him  as  a  refpeftable 

•  Hottentot*.'  Had  Socrates  been  living,  and  not 
learned,  as  we  are  told  he  did  in  his  old  age,  to 
dance,  lord  Chelterficid  had  paiftd  the  fame  cenfure 
on  him. 

Johnfon  was,  by  this  time,  able  to  determine  on  a 

faft  which,  in  his  addrefs  to  this  nobleman,  he  ex- 

•  Letter  iiz.  prcffca 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


Dr.  SAMUEL    JOHNSON.    191 

prefles  a  doubi'of,  viz.  whether  die  uneq>c£ted  diftinc- 
tion  his  lordlhiphad  Jhewn  him,  was  to  be  rated  among 
the  happy  incidents  of  tm  life :  he  was  now  convinced 
that  ir  was  not,  aiA  that,  far  from  every  thing  like  en- 
cour^cment  or  afllftance,  or  what  elie  U  included  in 
the  idea  of  pationage,  his  Iwdlhip's  i^}probation  c£ 
bis  plan  was  to  be  the  only  recompence  for  the  labour 
of  drawing  it  out  and  reducing  it  to  form.  Befides  de- 
claring, whenever  occafion  required  it,  bis  miftake  in 
fuppofing  that  lord  Cheferfield  was  either  a  judge  o£ 
or  a  friend  to  literature,  he  expreffed  in  a  letter  to 
his  lordftiip  hinifelf  his  refcntment  of  the  affiont  he 
had  received  at  his  laft  vifit,  and  concluded  it  with  s 
formal  renunciation  for  ever  of  bis  lordfiiip's  pa- 
tron;^. 

If  Johnfon  had  refleAed  a  moment  on  tholitde 
efTeA  likely  to  be  produced  by  a  letter  jn  whidf  be  pro- 
fcfled  to  rejeft  that  which  he  could  not  rwwn,  he  would 
never  have  wrote  it.  Thofe  evils  which  cannot  be  reme* 
died  muft  be  borne  with  patience,  and  to  refent  injuriea 
when  we  cannot  enforce  redrefs,  is  tu  give  our  ad  veriariei 
on  occafion  of  triumph  :  lord  Chefterfield  knew  this, 
and  made  no  reply :  when  the  dic*^ionary  was  com- 
pleted and  about  to  be  publiflied,  he  wrote  two 
elTays  in  a  periodical  paper,  intided  '  The  World,* 
that  cont^ivfome  forced  compliments  of  the  author, 
which  being  mentioned  to  Johnfon  he  rejeftcd  with 
fcorn. 

Further  to  appcafe  him,  his  lordftiip  lent  two  per- 
fons,  the  one  a  fpecious  but  empty  man.  Sir  Thcunaa 
Robinfon,  more  diffinguiftied  by  the  tallnefs  of  bi» 

perfon 
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peHbn  diVi  for  any  tfltimat^  ^aalitka*;  dtt  otiMf  iA 
eminent  pairtter  iww  litfirtg.  Thefc  iftn  infthifted  to 
iif)ok)gize  for  his  tordfliip's  treatffitttt  of  him,  and  to 
tmke  hitti  tenders  df  his  future  frieildihip  and  pstro-' 
ftage<  Sir  TbortMi  Whbfe  talent  was  f!attciy.  Was 
profufe  in  his  comttieitdatidrR  of  Johnfbn  and  his 
writings^  and  declared  that  ireti  Kis  cireurtrflaneea 
odie  than  they  were,  himfelf  wmfld  fettle  five  hun- 
Aed  pounds  *  year  on  him.  *  And  who  att  yoo/  afked 
Johnfoa,  *that  talk  thus  liberally?'  '1  4m/  faid<hc 
other,  *  Sir  Thomas  Rdbinfon,  a  Ytirkftiire  barOnct." 
•  fii*/  replied  Johnlbn,  *  if  the  firil  peer  erf"  the  realm 
« wer*  to  make  me  fuch  sn  dflfer,  I  would  ihcw  him 
'  Ac  way  down  ftms.' 

No  one  will  commend  this  manner  of  de- 
ctifiing  an  '  intentional  kindftefs,  even  where 
die  fincerity  of  the  intention  might  be  dotibtful, 
but  the  rqefling  k  with  a  menace  was  both  uii- 
noGelTary  and  infolent.    The  pfidie  of  independence 

■  Tlos  fcrlcn  who  it  ntw'At  tti  m  W«iEninller-abbey,  wa«« 
when  living;  diJUnguIlhed  by  tbe  nme  «f  lotig  Sir  lluiaai  Ro* 
binlbn.  He  was  a  man  of  the  worldor  rathuoftbe  tOwn,  aad  t 
great  peft  to  pei&iu  of  high  rank  or  in  office.  He  wis  very 
trO(d)ldMne  to  the  kte  duke  of  Newcafile,  and  when  in  ha»  vUka 
to  Um  he  «u  told  t^at  iua  Grace  ma  gone  ont,  would  defire  to 
be  admined  to  hok  at  ike  dock,  or  t&  fixf  with  a  nonkey  (hM 
wai  k^t  in  the  hall,  in  h^>  of  being  fent  ^  in  lo  the  duke. 
TIus  he  had  fo  frequently  dime,  that  all  in  the  houle  were  tired  ^ 
him.  At  length  it  was  concerted  among  die  fervantt  that  he 
ftnoM  receive  a  fuminary  anfwer  to  his  itfual  queOions,  and  ac^ 
«atidingly  at  his  sect  condng,  the  poAH'  as  Ibon  »a  he  had  open' 
cd  the  gate  and  without  waidi^  for  what  he  had  to  fay,  difinifltd 
him  with  thefe  woida,  •  Sir,  hii  Grace  is  gone  out,  the  dock  ftandj, 
and^the-ioonkey  is  dead.' 

vras 
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was  moft  ftrong  in  Johnfon  at  thofe  periods  of  his 
life  when  lus  wants  were  greateft,  and  diough  at 
other  rimes  he  would  fubjcft  himfelf  to  great  obliga- 
tions, he  was  unifonn,  except  only  in  one  inflancc,  in 
an  opinion  that  an  offer  of  pecuniary  afliftancc  was 
an  infult,  and  not  feldom  rqefted  it  with  fuch  indig- 
nation, that  were  I  to  charafterife  it  more  particularly, 
I  fhould  do  it  by  an  allufion  to  the  following  apologue : 
A  gardener's  dog  had  fallen  into  a  well  and  was  una- 
ble to  get  out :  his  mailer  paAing  by,  and  feeing  his 
diftreis,  put  down  his  ami  to  fave  him :  the  dog  bit 
his  hand,  and  the  gardener  left  him  to  drown. 

The  uneafinefs  which  Johnfon.  fel^  at  the  time  when 
he  wrote  the  above-mentioned  letter,  gave  way  to  a 
call  of  his  friend  Garrick,  who  in  the  fame  year, 
1747,  wa«,  by  a  feries  of  occurrences,  become  raaf- 
tcr  of  Drury-lane  theatre.  I  was  never  much  con- 
verfant  with  the  hiftory  of  the  ftage,  and  therefore  can 
give  but  a  flight  account  of  an  event,  which,  at  that 
time,  interefted  many,  ^d  was  deemed  a  very  impor- 
tant one.  Mr.  Fleetwood's  extravagance  had  re- 
duced hkn  to  the  neceffity  of  fecking  out  for  fome  one 
or  awre  pflibns  to  whom,  for  an  adequate  confidera- 
tion,  he  might  relinquilh  his  intereft  in  the  patent. 
At  that  time  a  man  of  the  name  of  Lacy  had 
attrat^d  the  notice  of  the  town  by  a  competi:ion 
with  orator  Henley,  which  he  began  at  the  great 
room  in  York  buildings,  with  a  fatirical  difcourfe 
of  great  licence,  which  he  advertifed  by  the 
name  of  Peter's  vifitation.  The  liberties  he  had 
taken  with  the  clergy  and  the  principal  officers, 
of    Hate    in  this    ludicrous    difcouife    gave   great 

Vol.  I.  O  offence : 
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offence-:  he  was  feizcd,  dealt  with  as  a  vagrant,  and, 
in  (hort,  filenced.  This  man  had  lived  among  play- 
ers, and  was  fuppofed  to  underftand  ftage-manage- 
ment,  and  had  feme  friends.  Mr.  Garrick  had  many, 
and  thofe  opulent  men :  three  of  them,  Mr.  Draper 
the  partner  of  Mr.  Tonfon  the  bookfeller,  Mr.  Clut- 
terbuck  a  mercer,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe  one  of  the 
furgeons  of  Guy's  hofpital,  negociated  a  partncrfhip 
between  thofe  two  pcrfons,  and  by  purchafmg  of  them 
and  aflifting  them  to  difpofe  of  what  are  called  renters' 
Ihares,  enabled  them  to  buy  out  Fleetwood,  and  before 
the  commencement  of  the  afting  feaibn,  they  were  be- 
come joint- patentees  of  the  theatre  above-mentioned. 

Mr.  Garrick's  province  in  the  management  was  to 
appoint  the  plays  and  to  call  the  parts  ;  Lacy's  was  to 
fuperintcnd  the  workmen  and  fervants,  to  order  the 
fcenery,  and,  with  the  afliftancc  of  artifts,  to  adjuft 
the  ornaments  and  decorations.  It  was  their  rcfo- 
lution  to  banifh  from  their  ftage,  pantomimes  and  all 
grotefque  reprefcntations,  and  to  exhibit  fuch  only  as 
a  rational  and  judicious  audience  might  be  fuppofed 
inclined  to  approve. 

To  notify  this  their  intention  to  the  town,  it  feemed 
to  them  that  a  prologue  was  neceffary  -.  Johnfon  was 
eafily  prevailed  upon  by  Mr.  Garrick  to  write  one, 
and  at  the  opening  of  the  theatre  in  1747^  it  wasfpo- 
ken  by  the  latter  in  a  manner  that  did  equal  honour 
to  the  author  and  himfelf. 

Prologues  are  addreflcs  from  the  ftage  to  the  people, 
and  either  refped  merely  the  drama  that  is  to  follow, 
or  arc  of  more  general  import  fetting  forth  to 
the  audience  the  views  and  defigns   of  managers,  . 

their 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


Da.  S  A  M  U  E  L  J  O  H  N  3  O  N.     igj 

their  anxiety  to  pleafe,  and  the  methods  by  which  the^ 
hope  to  obtain  the  favour  of  the  public :  thefe  tatter 
are  &r  the  moft  part  occaHonal,  and  adapted  to  fuch 
circumflances  as  the  opening  a  new  theatre^  a  change 
of  management,  or  any  other  of  thofe  great  theatrical 
revolutions  in  which  the  players  aSeA  to  think  all  meq 
as  much  interefted  as  themfelves.  In  the  addrefleg 
of  this  kind  the  powers  of  wit  feem  to  have  beea 
nearly  exhaufled :  fometimes  the  audience  has  been 
cooled,  at  others,  betrayed  into  good  humour ;  imd 
by  the  help  of  allegory,  the  ftage  has  been  made  to 
refemble  every  thing  unlike  it.  One  poet  feigns  that 
the  town  is  a  fea,  the  playhoufe  a  fhip,  the  manager 
the  captain,  the  players  failors,  and  the  orange-girb 
powder-monkies ;  and  Mr.  Ganick>  in  one  of  hii 
prologues,  would  make  his  audience  believe,  thu  bi* 
theatre  is  a  tavern,  himlelf  the  nuEler,  the  players 
waiters,  and  his  entertainment  wines  fuited  to  all 
palates :  one  of  his  liquors,  in  particular,  he  ftronglf 
recommends,  and  calls  Shakefpeare,  which  that  b9 
may  be  conflandy  able  to  fupply,  he  fey*  it  is 

'  ~ ' his  wifti,  his  plan, 

'  To  loft  no  drop  of  that  immortal  man.'  • 

And,  to  be  mwe  particular,  that  ; 

* to  delight  ye, 

*  Bardolph  is  gin,  and  Piftol  aqua-vioe.'  f 

Johnfen's  prologue  is  of  a  very  different  caft.    It 
is  a  fober,  rational,  and  manly  appe^  to  the  good 

•  Prologw  to  the  Winter's  Tale  and  Catherine  wi  Pftrudii*. 
flbid, 

Oa     .  feats 
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fcnfe  and  candour  of  the  audience,  and  contains  a 
brief  hiftory  of  theatric  reprefentations  from  the  time 
of  Shakefpeare  and  Jonfon  to  their  decline,  when,  as  he 
fays,  the  writers  of  pantomime  and  fong  had  confirmed 
the  fway  of  folly.  It  ftatcs  the  hardlhips  which  ihofe 
iyc  under,  whoft  bufinefs  it  is  to  furnifti  entertainment 
for  the  public,  in  being  obliged  to  watch  the  wild  vicif- 
fitudes  of  tafte,  and  exhorts  the  hearers  to  patronize 
virtue  and  reviving  fenfe. 

To  juftify  the  above  charafter  of  this  nervous  com- 
pofition  I  here  infert  it : 

*  When  Learning's  triumph  o'er  her  barb'rous  foes 
'  Firft  rear'd  the  ftage,  immortal  Shakefpeare  rofe  j 

*  Each  change  of  many-colour'd  life  he  drew, 

*  Exhaufted  worlds,  and  then  imagin'd  new : 

*  Exiftence  faw  him  fpurn  her  bounded  reign, 

*  And  panting  Time  toil'd  after  him  in  van. 

'  His  powerfiil  ftrokes  prcOding  Truth  imprefs'd, 

*  And  unrcfifted  Paffion  ftorm'd  the  breaft. 

•  Then  Jonfon  came,  inftrufted  from  the  fchool 

*  To  pleafe  in  method,  and  invent  by  rule  j 

*  His  ftudious  patience,  and  laborious  art, 

*  By  regular  approach,  eflay'd  the  heart : 

*  Cold  approbation  gave  the  lingering  bays ; 

'  For  thofe  who  durft  not  cenfure,  fcarcc  could  praife. 

*  A  mortal  born,  he  met  the  general  doom, 

'  But  left,  like  Egypt's  kings,  a  lafting  tomb. 

'  The  wits  of  Charles  found  caGer  ways  to  fame, 
■'  Nor  wifh'd  for  Jonfon's  art,  or  Shakclpearc's  flame. 
'  ThcmfelVes  they  ftudied  ;  as  they  felt,  they  writ : 

*  Intrigue  was  plot,  obfcenity  was  wit. 

'  Vice 
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*  Vice  always  found  a  fympadieric  friend  j 

*  They  plcas'd  dieir  age,  and  did  not  um  to  mend  : 
'  Yet  bards  like  thefe  afpir'd  to  lafting  prwfe, 

*  And  proudly  hop'd  to  pimp  in  fiiturc  days. 

*  Their  caufe  was  gene^^,  their  fupports  were  ftrong ; 

*  Their  flaves  were  willing,  and  their  reign  was  long  j 

*  Till  Shame  rcgain'd  the  poft  that  Senfc  betr^'d, 

*  And  Virtue  call'd  Oblivion  to  her  aid. 

*  Then  crufli'd  by  rules,  and  weaken'd  as  refin'^ 

*  For  years  the  pow'r  of  tragedy  declin'd  j 

*  From  bard  «>  bard  the  frigid  caution  crept, 

*  Till  declamadon  roar'd,  whilft  pafllon  flept  i 

*  Yet  ftill  did  Virtue  deign  the  ftage  to  tread, 

*  Philofophy  remain 'd,  though  Nature  fled. 

*  But  forc'd,  at  length,  her  ancient  reign  to  quit, 
<  She  £iw  great  Fauftus  lay  the  ghoft  of  wit } 

*  Exulting  Folly  hail'd  the  joyous  day, 

'And  Pantomime  and  Song  conBrm'd  her  fway. 
'  But  who  the  coming  changes  can  prefage, 

*  And  mark  the  future  periods  of  the  ftage  ? 

*  Perhaps,  if  (kill  could  diftant  times  explore, 

*  New  Behns,  new  Durfeys,  yet  remain  in  ftore ; 

*  Perhaps,  where  Lear  has  rav'd,  and  Hamlet  dy'd, 

*  On  flying  cars  newforcercrs  may  ride  j 

*  Perhaps  (for  who  can  guefs  the  effefts  of  chance  ?) 

*  Here  Hunt  may  box,  or  Mahomet  *  nuy  dance. 

'  Hard  is  his  lot  that  here  by  fortune  piac'd, 

*  Muft  watch  the  wild  yiciffitudcs  of  Taftc  ( 
'  With  every  meteor  of  Caprice  muft  play, 

*  Andchace  the  new-blown  bubbles  of  the  day. 

*  A  rope-dancer,  a  real  or  preteniled  Tn^,  that  exlubite4  W 
CoTent-gttfden  Aage  a  winter  or  two  before. 
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*  Ah  !  let  not  ccnfure  term  our  fate  our  choice,    , 

*  The  ftage  but  echoes  back  the  public  voice  t 
'  The  dramt's  laws  the  drama's  patrons  give, 

*  For  wc  that  live  to  pleafc,  muft  pleafe  to  live. 

*  Then  prompt  no  more  the  follies  you  decry, 

*  As  tyrants  doom  their  tools  of  guilt  to  die  -, 

*  'Tis  your's,  this  night,  to  bid  the  reign  commence 

*  Of  refcu'd  Nature,  and  reviving  Senfc  ; 

*  To  chace  the  charms  of  found,  the  pomp  of  (how, 

*  For  ufeful  mirth  and  falutary  woe  j 

*  Bid  fccnic  Virtue  form  the  rifing  age, 

*  And  Truth  diffuft  her  radiance  from  the  ftage.' 

This  mafterly  and  fpirited  addrcfs  fwlcd  in  a  great 
meafure  of  its  effeft  j  the  town,  it  is  true,  fubmitted 
to  the  revival  of  Shakcfpeare's  plays,  recommended  as 
they  were  by  the  cxquifite  afting  of  Mr.  Garricfc ;  but 
in  a  few  winters  they  difcovercd  an  impatience  for 
pantomimes  and  bBllad-farce?,  and  were    indulged 

■  with  them.  From  diat  time  Mr.  Garricfc  gave  up  the 
hope  of  correfting  the  public  tafte,  and  at  length  be- 
came fo  indifferent  about  it,  that  he  once  told  me, 
that  if  the  town  required  him  to  exhibit  the  *  Pilgrim's 
Progrefs'  in  a  drama,  he  would  do  it. 

Two  years  after,  the  management  of  Drury-Iane 

'  theatre  being  in  the  hands  of  his  friends,  Johnfon  be- 
thought himfelf  of  bringing  his  tragedy  on  the  ftage. 
It  was  not  only  a  juvenile  compofition,  but  was  written 
before  he  had  beccHne  converfant  with  Shakefpeare, 
indeed  before  he  had  ever  read  Othello,  and  having 
now,  for  more  than  ten  years,  lain  by  him,  in  which 
time  his  judgment  had  been  growing  to  maturity,  he 
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fet  himfelf  to  revife  and  polilh  it,  taking  to  his  afllf- 
tance  Mr.  Garrick,  whofe  experience  of  ftagc  decorum, 
and  the  mechanic  operation  of  incidents  and  fcnttments 
on  the  judgment  and  pafTions  of  an  audience,  was,  by 
long  attention,  faecome  very  great.  With  thefe  ad^ 
vantages  and-  all  thofe  others  which  Mr.  Garrick'a 
zeal  prompted  him  to  fupply,  fuch  as  magnificeDC 
fernery,  fplendid  and  well-chofen  drefles,  and  a  diftri- 
bution  of  the  principal  pam,  himfelf  taking  a  very 
aftive  one,  to  the  beft  performers  then  living,  namely, 
Barry,  Mrs.  Gibber  and  Mrs.  Pritchard;  it  was,  in 
the  winter  of  the  year  1749,  prefentedto  a  polite,  a 
numerous,  and  an  unprejudiced  audience.  Never 
was  there  fuch  a  difplay  of  callern  magnificence  as  this 
fpeflacie  exhibited,  nor  ever  were  fine  moral  fenti- 
ments  more  flxongly  enforced  by  corred  and  ener- 
getic utterance  and  juft  adion,  than  in  the  feprefenta- 
tion  of  this  laboured  tragedy ;  but  the  diiftion  of  the 
piece  was  cold  and  philofophical;  it  came  from  the 
head  of  the  writer,  and  reached  not  the  hearts  of  die 
hearers.  The  confequence  whereof  was,  chat  it  was 
received  with  cold  applaufc,  and  having  reached  to  a 
ninth  night's  performance,  was  laid  by.  During  the 
reprefencadon  Johnfon  was  behind  the  fcenes,  and 
thinking  his  charader.  of  an  author  required  upon 
the  occafton  fame  dilUn&ion  of  drefs,  he  appeared  in 
a  gold-laced  waiftcoat. 

The  truth  of  the  above  aiTertlon,  as  to  the  language 
of  this  tr^edy,  is  to  be  judged  of  by  the  perufal  of 
it  i  for,  Qotwithftanding  its  ill  fuccefs  as  a  dramatic 
reprefentation,  Johnfon  found  his  account  in  giving 
ic  to  ttw  world  as  a  poem.  Of  the  fable,  the  cha- 
O  4  railen. 


;.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


SCO  THE     LIFEOF 

rafters,  and  the  fentiments,  it  is  befide  mypurpofe 
to  fpeak }  they  are  alio  now  open  to  ratamination. 
It  IS  neverthele^  worthy  of  a  remark,  that  the  author 
has  (hewn  great  judgment  in  deviating  from  hifto- 
rical  verity,  as  ynH  appear  by  a  comparifon  of  the 
drama  with  the  ftory  as  related  by  Knolles,  and 
abridged  in  a  foregoing  page^  for  whereas  the  hifto- 
rian  defcribes  Irene  as  endowed  with  the  perfeAions 
as  well  of  the  mind  as  of  the  body,  and  relates  that 
Ihe  was  an  innocent  viftim  to  the  ferocity  of  a  tyrant, 
Johnfoii  thought  that  fuch  acataltrophe  was  too  fhock- 
ing  for  reprefentation,  and  has  varied  the  narrative  by 
•  making  the  lady  renounce  her  religion,  and  fubjefting 
her  to  the  fufpicion  of  being  a  joint  confpirarar  in 
a  plot  to  aiTalTmate  the  Sultan;  but  of  which  he  is 
afterwards  convinced  flic  is  innocent. 

In  thus  altering  the  ftory,  it  muft  however  be 
confcITed,  that  much  of  its  beauty  is  deflroyed, 
and  the  charafte'r  of  Mahomet  reprefented  with 
none  of  thofe  terrible  graces  dut  dignify  the  narrative : 
his  public  love  and  command  over  himfelf  are  anni- 
hilated, and  he  is  exhibited  as  a  tyrant  and  a  vo- 
luptuary. 

The  world  foon  formed  an  opinion  of  the  merit  of 
Irene,  which  has  never  ftuftuated :  a  reprefentation 
during  nine  nights,  was  as  much  as  a  tragedy  which 
excited  no  paflion  could  claim  -,  for,  however  excel- 
lent its  precepts,  and  however  corrcft  its  language, 
that  it  wants  thofc  indifpenfablc  qualities  in  the  drama, 
intereft  and  pathos,  cannot  be  dented.  We  read  it, 
admit  every  pofition  it  advances,  commend  it,  lay  it 
by,  and  foi^  it :  our  attention  is  not  awakened  by 
anyoninctu  beauties,  for  its  merit  is  unifonn  through- 
out! 
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out :  all  the  perfoiiagcs,  good  or  bad,  are  philofophen : 
thole  who  execute  and  thofe  who  ilTue  the  orden  talk 
the  lame  language  :  the  characters  caufe  no  anxiety, 
for  the  virtuous  are  fuperior  to  all  mortal  calamity, 
and  the  vicious  beneath  our  care :  the  fate  of  Irene, 
though  dej^orable,  is-juft ;  notwithftanding  Ihe  fuffers 
by  a  falle  accufation,  her  apoftacy  and  treachery  to 
her  friend  dcferve  punilhment :  the  morality,  it  is 
needlefs  to  fay  of  Johnfon's  fpontaneous  productions, 
is  excellent  -,  but  how  were  unimpaflioned  precepts  n> 
make  their  way  alone,  where  variety,  bufinefs  and  plot 
are  always  expected  ?  where  lively  nonfenfe  and  pa- 
thetic imbecillity  often  fucceed  ag^nlt  the  convidion 
of  reafon  ?  Or  how  could  it  be  hoped  that  frigid  vir- 
tue could  atira<a  thofe  who  fuffer  their  pity  ta  be 
eafily  moved  nther  by  the  hero  or  the  villwi,  if  he 
has  the  addrefs  Rrft  to  engage  their  paffions  i 

Of  the  expectations  that  Johnfon  had  entertained 
of  the  fucccfs  of  Ms  tragedy,  no  conjefture  can  now 
be  formed.  If  they  are  to  be  judged  of  by  his  out- 
ward demeanour  after  the  town  had  conligned  it  to  ob- 
livion, they  were  not  very  fanguine;  indeed  the  receipt 
of  three  nights  mull  have  affi>rded  him  fome  confo- 
lation }  and  we  muft  fuppofe  that  he  increafed  the 
emolument  thence  arifing,  by  thefale  of  the  copy.  We 
are  therefore  not  to  impute  it  to  the  difappointment 
of  a  hope  that  the  play  would  be  better  received 
than  it  was,  that  in  the  winter  of  the  faroc'TCW  he 
publiflied  another  imitation  of  Juvenal,  viz.  of  his 
tenth  fatire,  with  the  title  of  '  The  vanity  of  human 
wilhes  i'  the  fubjeCk  whereof,  as  it  is  an  enumeration 
of  the  evils  to  which  mankind  are  expofed,  could  not, 
ftC  any  period  of  his  Itfe,  have  been  other  than  a 
tempting 
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tcRipting  one.  PuHbing  the  crack  of  his  audior,  he  ' 
expatiates  on  the  miferics  diat  await  empire,  grandeur, 
wealth,  and  power,  and  the  difappointments  that 
fruftrate  the  hopes  of  ambition,  learning,  eloquence, 
and  beauty  i  in  all  which  inftances  he  has  been  able 
to  point  out  exaTn|Je»  the  molt  (biking  and  sp- 
pofite. 

The  poem  concludes  with  an  anfwer  to  an  enquiry 
that  muft  neceffarily  refult  from  the  perufal  of  the 
foregoing  port  of  it,  viz.  what  are  the  conlbladons 
that  human  life  affords  ?  or,  in  other  words,  in  whom 
or  on  what  ,is  a  virtuous  man  to  reft  his  hope  i  the 
Tcfolution  of  this  queftion  is  contwned  in  the  follow- 
ing lines,  which  for  dignity  of  fenriment,  for  pious 
inftru6tion,  and  purity  of  ftyle,  are  hardly  to  be 
equalled  by  any  in  our  language. 

*  Where  then  fiiall  hope  and  fear  their  objects  find  ? 

*  Muft  duU  fufpenfe  corrupt  the  ftagnant  mind  i 

*  M\lft  helplefj  man,  in  ignorance  fedate, 

'  Roll  darkling  down  the  TOrrent  of  his  fate  ? 

*  Muft  no  dillike  alarm,  no  wifhes  rife, 

*  No  cries  invoke  the  genius  of  the  Ikies  ? 
<  Enquirer,  ceafe,  petitions  yet  remain, 

«  Which  Hcav'n  may  hear,  nor  deem  religion  vain. 

*  Still  raifc  for  good  the  fupplicating  voice, 

*  But  leave  to  Hcav'n  the  meafure  and  the  choice. 

*  Safe  in  his  pow'r,  whofe  eyes  dilccm  afar 

*  The  fecret  ambufli  of  a  fpecious  pray'r  i 
'  Implore  his  wd,  in  his  decifions  reft, 

*  Secure,  whoe'er  he  gives,  he  gives  the  beft. 

*  Yet  when  the  fenfe  of  facred  prefence  fires, 

*  And  ftroDg  devotion  to  the  fides  afpircs, 

'  Pour 
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*  Pour  forth  thy  fervours  for  a  healthful  mind, 

*  Obedient  paflions,  and  a  will  refign'd ; 

*  For  love,  which  fcarcc  colleAJve  man  can  fill ; 

*  For  paticnct,  fov'rcign  o'er  tranCnuted  ill  ( 

*  Fot  faith,  that  panting  for  a  happier  feat, 

'  Counts  death  kind  nature's  fignal  of  retreat. 

*  Thcfe  goods  for  man,  the  laws  of  Heav'n  ordain  i 

*  Thcfe  goods  he  grants,  who  grants  liie  powV  to  gain ; 

*  With  thefc  celeftial  wifdom  calms  the  mind, 

*  And  makes  the  happinefs  ftie  docs  not  find," 

In  die  following  year,  it  having  been  difcovered, 
that  a  grand-daughter  of  Milton  was  living,  Mr. 
Garrick  was  prevailed  on  to  permit  the  reprefenu- 
tion  of  the  Mafque  of  Comus  at  his  theatre,  for  her 
benefit.  Upon  this  occafion,  Johnfon,  foisting  the 
enmity  which  he  had  always  borne  towards  Milton, 
wrote  a  prologue,  wherein  he  calls  the  attention  of 
the  audience  to  his  memory,  and  without  imputing 
to  his  defcendant  any  other  merit  than  induftrious 
poverty  and  conjugal  fidelity,  implores  them  to  crown 
dcfcrt  beyond  the  grave. 

Johnfon's  beneficence  waa  of  the  moft  diffufive 
kind :  Diftrefs  was  the  general  motive,  and  merit,  - 
whether  in  the  objeft  or  any  to  whom  he  clamed  re- 
lation, the  particular  incentive  to  it.  There  was 
living  at  this  time,  a  man  of  the  name  of  De  Groot, 
a  painter  by  profeflion,  and  no  contemptible  artift, 
who,  after  having  travelled  over  England,  and  at 
low  prices  pdnted  as  many  perfons  as  could  be  per- 
fuaded  to  fit  to  him,  fettled  in  London,  and  became 
reduced  to  poverty :  him  Oldys,  or  fomc  one  odier 
of  his  friends,  introduced  to  Johnfon,  who  found  out 
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by  his  convcrfation  that  he  was  a  dcfcendant   of 
Grotius  I  and  thereupon  exerting  his  intcreft  in  his 
behalf,  he  procured  for  him  an  admiflion  into  the 
Charterhoufc,  in  which  comfortable  retreat  he  died, 

Johnfon  was  all  this  while  working  at  the  diftio- 
nary,  having  to  afllft  him  a  number  of  young  perfons 
whofc  employment  it  was  to  diftributc  the  articles 
*itb  fufiicient  fpaces  for  the  definitions,  which  it 
is  cafy  to  difcern  are  of  his  own  compofition. 

Of  thefehis  afliftants,  fome  were  young  men  of  parts, 
others  mere  drudges.  Among  the  former  was  one  of  the 
name  of  Shiells,  a  Scotchman,  the  author  of  a  poem 
in  blank  verfe,  intided  'Beauty,'  and  alfo  of  a  collec- 
tion of  the  lives  of  the  pocfs,  in  four  volumes, 
which,  for  a  gratuity  of  ten  guineas,  Theophilus 
Cibber  fuffered  to  be  printed  mth  his  name,  a  book 
of  no  authority  other  than  what  it  derives  from  Win- 
ftanley,  Langbaine,  and  Jacob,  and  in  other  refpefts 
of  litde  worth ;  but  concerning  which  ^  it  is  fit  diat 
the  following  faft  ihould  be  made  known  :  Cibber  at 
the  time  of  making  this  bargain,  was  under  confine- 
ment for  debt  in  the  king's-bench  prifon,  and  with  a 
view  to  deceive  the  public  into  a  belief  that  the  book 
was  of  his  father's  writing,  it  was  concerted  between 
the  negotiators  of  it  and  himfelf  to  fupprcfs  his  chrif- 
tian  n^nnc,  and  that  it  fliould  be  printed  as  a  work  of 
Mr.  Cibber. 

The  intenfe  application  with  which  he  was  obliged 
to  purfue  his  work,  deprived  Johnfon  of  many  of  thy 
pleafures  he  moft  delighted  in,  as  namely,  reading 
in  his  defultory  manner,  and  the'  converiarion  of  his 
friends.  It  alfo  increafed  his  conftitutional  melan- 
choly, and  at  times  exdted  in  him  a  loathing  of  that 
employment 
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employment  to  which  he  could  not  but  look  upon 
himfclf  as  doomed  by  his  neceffities.  The  fum  for 
which  he  had  ftipulated  with  the  bookfellers,  was 
by  the  terms  of  the  ^ireemcnt,  to  be  paid  as  the 
work  went  on,  and  was  indeed  his  only  fupport.  Be- 
ing thus  compelled  to  fpcnd  every  day  like  the  paft,  he 
looked  on  himfelf  as  in  aftateof  mental  bondage,  and 
reflefttng  that  while  he  was  thus  employed,  his  beft 

.  Acuities  lay  donnant,  was  unwillingly  willing  to' 
work. 

And  here  we  eannot  but  refleft  on  that  inertnefi 
and  laxity  of  mind  which  the  negleA  of  order  and 
regularity  in  living,  and  the  obfenrance  of  ftatcd 
hours,  in  Ihort,  the  wafle  of  tinne,  is  apt  to  lead  men 
to  :  this  was  the  fource  of  Johnfon's  mifery  through- 
out his  life ;  all  he  did  was  by  fits  and  ftaits,  and  he 
had  no  genuine  impulfe  to  a^on,  either  corporal 
or  mental.  That  the  compilation  of  fuch  a  work  as 
he  was  engaged  in,  was  neceflarily  produfbive  of  that 
languor,  which,  in  die  profecution  of  it  he  manifefted, 
is  by  no  means  clear :  all  employments,  all  occupa- 
tions whatever,  are  intrinfically  indifferent,  and  excite 
neither  pain  nor  pleafure,  but  as  the  mind  is  dif- 
pofed  towards  them.  Fame,  mere  pofthumous  fame 
has  engaged  men  to  fimilar  undertakings,  and  they 

■  have  purfued  them  with  zeal  and  even  delight.  Canne, 
the  editor  of  a  bible  printed  in  1664,  fpcnt  many  years 
in  coUcfting  parallel  pafTages  in  the  Old  and  New 
-Teftament,  to  fuch  a  number  as  to  croud  the  margin  of 
■the  book,  and  in  the  preface  thereto  he  declares,  that 
it  was  the  mod  delightful  employment  of  his  life  j 
and  what  but  a  real  pleafure  in  that  kind  of  labour, 

and 
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and  the  coniideration  of  its  benefit  to  mankind, 
could  be  the  inducement  with  fuch  a  man  as  HofF- 
naa  to  compile  a  lexicon  more  than  twice  as  volumi- 
nous a£  that  of  Johnlbn  ? 

And,  to  fpeak  more  at  large,  viz.  of  men  who 
have  benefited  the  world  by  their  literary  labours, 
avowing  as  their  motive  the  defire  of  gain, 
■we  find  not  all  infefted  wieh  that  difeafe,  which 
as  it  ifk&td  Johnfon,  may  almoft  be  faid  to  have 
converted  all  his  mental  nutriment  to  poifon  :  on  the 
contrary,  there  have  been  many  who  mixed  with  the 
irorld,  and  by  a  good  ufe  of  their  time,  were  capable 
of  great  application  and  enjoying  the  ben^ftu  of  fo- 
ctety;  and  of  thefe  I  ihall  mention  three  perfons, 
his  contemporaries,  men  of  very  different  charafters 
from  each  other ;  all  authors  by  profclTion,  and  of 
great  eminence  in  literature. 

The  firft  was  die  reverend  Dr.  Thomas  Birch,  a 
divine  of  the'  church  of  England,  but  originally  t 
quaker.  In  his  youth  he  was  pafEonately  fond  of 
reading,  and  being  indulged  in  it  by  his  father,  be- 
tame  fticceflivelyuflier  to  two  fchools  in  which  the 
fOns  of  quakera  were  educated.  He  married  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  ;  but  in  lefs  than  a  year  became 
awidowcr.  Having  had  the  happincis  of  a  recom- 
mendation to  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  then  attorney-general, 
and  being  honoured  with  his  favour  and  patronage, 
he,  in  1730,  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  was  pre- 
fented  to  a  TcAory  and  alTo  to  a  vicarage  in  Gloucef- 
terfliire.  Soon  after  this,  in  conjunftiort  with  the 
in^rchi  Mr.  Bernard,  the  well-known  Mr.  John 
Lodunas,  and  Mr.  George  Sale  the  tranflator  of  the 
^Koran, 
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Koran,  he  compiled  a  general  biographical  diftlonary 
in  ten  volumes  in  folio,  including  therein  a  tranClation 
of  that  of  Baylc,  and  coUcftcd  and  publifticd  Thur-  , 
loe's  ftate  papers,  in  feven  folio  volumes,  and  was 
the  editor  of  lord  Bacon's,  Mr.  Boyle's,  and  arch- 
bilhop  Tillotfon's  works,  as  alfo  of  the  profc  writing* 
of  Milton,  and  the  mifcellaneous  pieces  of  Sir  Walrer 
.  Raleigh,  and  the  works  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cock- 
burn.  He  was  firft:  a  fellow  of  and  afterwards  ftcrc- 
tary  to  the  royal  fociety,  and  wrote  a  hiftory  thereof. 
In  1753,  the  Marifchal  college  at  Aberdeen  confer- 
red on  him  the  degree  of  doi5tor  in  divinity,  and, 
the  year  after,  he  received  the  fame  honour  from 
archbifbop  Herring.  The  above  is  but  a  partial 
enumeration  of  his  publications,  for  he  wrote  the 
lives  of  Henry  prince  of  Wales,  of  Bacon,  Boyle, 
Milton,  and  Tillotlbn,  and  other  perfons,  and  many 
trafts  not  here  noticed.  In  the  midft  of  all  this  em- 
ployment, Dr.  Birch  was  to  be  feen,  at  home,  at  the 
Uoyal  and  Antiquarian  focieties,  at  Sion  college,  at  the 
academy  of  ancient  mufic,  which  had  long  fubfifted  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor  in  the  Strand,  at  Tom's 
coffce-houfe  in  Devereux  court;  in  fliort,  in  all 
places  where  a  clergyman  might  with  propriety  ap-r 
pear.  Nor  was  this  all  j-  he  found  time  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  walking,  before  many  people  were  ftirring.  I 
have  been  with  hirn  at  nine  in  a  winter's  morning,  and 
have  found  him  juftrcturned  from  an  excurfion  of  fome 
miles*.     He  held  a  converfation  on  Sunday jcven- 

ings 

*  I  heard  him  once  telate,  that  hf  lud  die  curiofity  to  me afure 
tlie  orcait  of  London  by  a  per ambBlatHm  thereof ;  the  account  he 
gaTewutothueSea:    He  fet  out  frcm  bii  honfe  in  the  Strand 

toward* 
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ings  with  his  ^cndsj  who  were  men  of  the  Brft  emt- 
nence  for  learning  and  intelligence,  at  his  houfe  in 
Norfolk  ftreet  in  the  Stnuul-|-,  in  which  all,  particu- 

Bowaids  Chclfea,  and  Euving  reached  tlie  bridge  beyond  the  water- 
works, he  directed  his  coorfe  to  Marybone,  from  whence  purfulng 
aneaftem  direfiicin,  be  fkirted  the  town,  and  crofled  the Iflington 
road  at  the  Anget.  There  was  at  that  tiine  no  dty-road,  but 
pafling  dtrough  Hoxton,  he  got  to  Shorcditch,  thence  to  Betbnal 
greent  and  from  thencf  to  Stepney,  where  he  recruited  hi*  Tjiirits 
with  agUfs  of  brandy.  From  Stepney  he  palTed  on  to  Limehoufe, 
and  took  into  his  rout  the  adjacent  hamlet  of  Poptar,  when  be  be- 
came fenfible  that  to  complete  his  deiign  he  muA  take  in  South- 
wark  ;  this  put  him  to  a  fbnd  ;  but  be  Toon  determined  on  hit 
courier  ^  taking  a  boat  he  landed  at  tberedboofe  atDeptfbrd, 
and  made  hit  way  to  Say's  court,  where  the  great  wet-dock  is,  and 
keeping  the  hoofes  along  Rotherhithc  to  the  right,  he  got  to  Ber- 
mondfey,  thence  by  the  Ibinh  end  of  Kent-Ibeet  to  Newington, 
and  over  St.  George's  fields  to  Lambeth,  and  croffing  orer  to  Mill- 
bank  conunned  bi>  way  to  Charing  crolt,  and  al<mg  the  Strand  to 
Norfolk  ftreet,  from  whence  he  had  fet  ont.  The  whole  of  this 
excbrfion  took  him  up  from  nine  in  the  morning  to  three  in  the 
afternoon,  and,  according  to  his  rate  of  walking,  he  computed  the 
circuit  of  Ixmdon  at  above  twenty  miles.  With  the  buildingf 
ereCted  fince,  it  may  be  fvppofed  to  have  increafed  five  miles,  and 
if  fo,  the  prefent  circumference  of  thii  great  metropolis  u  about 
half  that  of  ancient  Rome. 

f  Formerly  the  habitation  of  the  famous  William  Peon  the 
quaker,  of  whom  it  is  well  known  that  his  circumftances  at  a 
certain  period  of  his  life  were  fo  involved,  that  it  was  not  fkfe  fix 
him  to  go  abroad.  He  cbofe  diis  honfe,  it  being  at  the  ftniih 
weft  comer  of  the  ftreet,  as  one  from  whence  he  might, 
i^OB  occafiou,  /Up  out  by  water.  In  tbe  entrance  to  it  he  had 
a  peeping-bole,  through  which  he  could  fee  any  perfons  that  cam» 
tohim.  One  of  thefe  who  had  fent  in  his  name,  having  been 
made  to  wait  more  than  a  reafimable  time,  knocked  for  the  ferrant, 
whom  he  afked,  •  Will  not  thy  mafter  fee  me  ?'  *  Friend,"  an- 
iwered  the  fervant,  ■  he  has  fecn  thee,  but  he  doet  not  like  thee.' 
The  b£t  waa,  that  Penn  had  from  hit  ftation  tajwn  a  view  of  him, 
and  found  itim  to  be  a  creditor. 

larly 
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Iwly  the  libraiy,  vras  netc  and  degantj  without  Utter 
ordiforder. 

The  mental  endowments  of  Dr.  Birch  were  Gngu- 
lar;  he  had  a  great  eagemels  after  knowledge,  and  a 
iiwmcn7  very  ictentive  of  (a&i ;  but  his  leamingi 
properly  Co  caUed>  boro  no  proportion  to  his  reading  t 
for  he  was  in  truth  ndther  a  mathematiciiin,  a  natural 
philofopber,  a  clalllcal  fcbolari  nor  a  dirincj  but,  in 
a  Irnall  d^ree,  all,  and  though  lively  in  converlation, 
Jiewa^  but  a  dull  writer.  Johnfbnwasuled  tofpeakof 
Jiim  in  this  manner :  *  Tom  is  a  lively  rogue;  he  re- 
'  members  a  great  deal,  and  can  tell  many  plealanc 

*  &>ries }  but  a  pen  is  to  Tom  a  mrpcdo,  the  toudi 

*  of  it  benumbs  his  h^nd  and  his  brain :    Tom  can 

*  talk;  but  he  is  no  writer.* A«d  indeed  who- 
ever perufes  his  writings  will  be  much  of  the  lame 
opinion :  his  life  of  TUlotfiin  is  a  mere  detail  of  un- 
conneftcd  fafb,  without  the  intermixture  of  fentiment 
or  difquifition  ;  and  of  the  ftyle,  let  this  citation  ferve 
as  a  fpecimeo.  Speaking  of  Wilkins,  he  makes  a 
tranlition  n>  TiUotfon,  whom  he  charaAerizes  in  thefe 
words,  and  meaner  he  could  not  have  found :  *  He 

*  went  into  all  the  very  beft  things  that  were  in  that 

*  great  man;  but  lb  as  he  improved  every  one  of 

*  them.' 

In  the  midft  of  all  his  labours  and  purfuits.  Dr. 
Birch  prelerved  an  even  temper  of  mind,  and  a  great 
chearfutneffi  of  fpirits.  Ever  defirous  to  leam,  and 
willing  to  communicate,  he  was  uniformly  affable, 
courteous,  and  difpofel  to  converlation.  His  Ufs 
was  Ipent  mthout  reproach,  but  terminated  by  an 
unhappy  accident  a  fall  from  his  horfe  on  the  Hamp- 
Aead  road,  on  the  9th  day^f  January,  1766.    His 

Vol,  I.  <  P  pirfennenta 
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f/eftrrtMrits  m  iht  chufth,  tfiou^  foCcdRrt^  ftuitrf* 
roiis,  were  fmall  and  never  reached  to  digftitics :  tM 

.  !aftofAntiwcrtth«ftA6riesofSt.Mafg4Wt  Pattens, 
London,  and  of  tl^pden  In  Eflet. 

Dh  Jbhrt  Cdfftt^bell  Vis  ^  OAin^nt  mifer^  ind  i 
labourer  in  i  Vblummoui  work  undntakth  at  th* 
ixpeAce  arid  rifqile  of  th<i-  bookftUcrs,  flte  Umi%^ 

"  Krfbry.  Befidis  frtiny  tthtr  books,  he  wrotfe  Afe 
Uvts  (rf'die  Engliih  Sdtnirtli  in  foar  9&im  VrttMncS. 
Me  had  aconfiderablfc  hand  in  thfc  Bic^raphSa  Britan- 
nic^ and  was  the  Author  Of  a  valilaUe  WOrit  ih  twd 
qitirtrt  TolilmeS  Inridedi  *  A  politkd  fiirtty  of 
•  Britam ;'  being  A  ftriei  <jf  ftfltftions  bft  tiic  fltontiftri, 
land^,  inhabitants;  reventies,  coltmici,  uid  cbr^mtrce 
of  ihiii  ifland ;  intended  to  the*  Biat  they  hite  hot 
as  yet  approached  to  ne*  the  ftdttmh  fif  irtiprtnremcn^ 
but  diat  it  will  afford  tiii|As^mfeht  for  many  ^es, 
befbrc  they  pufli  ttt  their  WttttA  extent  Ae  mtwd 
advantages  of  Great  Britain.  Tttt  repotguoft  of  thA 
WoA  extended  to  the  ittdft  renMte  pam  tf  Europ*, 
«nd  hiduccd  the  empftft  of  RuflU  ^  Ae  yew  tyf^t 
to  honom-  i3ic  amhtft'  *ith  a  prtftnt  of  Irtt  piftw*. 
by  the  cxercift  of  his  pen  akrne,  ind  a  godd  t*fe  tf  his 

■  time,  lie  WaS  for  mahy  years  eiableid  to  fef^wrt  ftim- 
felf,  and  enjoy  the  comforts  of  domcftic  life  in  th'c 
fociety  of  an  exccHenl  w?fe  and  a  mimerous  Wflfepring. 
In  1765,  he  wak  appointed  his  rttyifty'i- agent  (ortHe 
province  of  Georgia  mNorth  America  fcndwss  (htitt- 
by  raifed  to  a  ftate  of -compa^Te  Sffitfettcc.  His  rs-, 
iidencefor  fome  years  brfbre  Kis  death,  Vaa  At  Ifcr^ 
ricw-bujit  houfe  fituate  at  'ftc  hoflfc-wat  ieCnmcr  rf 
'Qxieen  fquare,  Bloofn/bury,  wKifliw,  pfcrtktilflrty  Wi 
i  Sunday  fevening,  great  numbers  'of  'pit&m  ^  ttte 
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litft  awKMx  (ft  feiesci  wd  litnUttR  wre  xatt- 
toi{M4  »  r^fi«  for  tbt  <n)p)>iwnt  (rf  coova&tksn. 
He  <M  H  iT75>'l«ri'>g  V^r^i  cBapJcK^  the  £iif. 
eighth  ]irar  «(  Ws  age,  leanng  tcltwd  JwB  the  diin«- 
to-flf  «lCWW<i>3B  i«gpli(lll%  wd>  pioUDUO. 

IJr.  John  Bill  was  originally  w  >p«tlKC«7  ud  a 
Ibidem  is  bof^fif,  iA  vhiqb  hp  w^s  caoouniged  by  the . 
l9te  4t;>ke  of  Hif^fnoqd,  and  lord  f  etre  i  but  finding 
4ut  av  tiqptjfuable  purliiit,  be  a«ide  m  sr  dme 
anonpe  >>  «  vrirec  6ir  tl|o  fttge ;  a  gjltiic  in  them 
4JR>vi:  hilS  ba^  t«  his  ibnner  ftwly,  in  (he  couife 
vhemof  he  got  inqvduwj  to  Mr.  Martin  FcdUkea  and 
Mr.  Henry  Baker,  leadins  nqaiben  of  the  loyal 
fociety,  who  finding  him  a  young  man  of  parts  ai^ 
well  jkiUcd  in  natural  hittofy,  leconsnraded  him 
tmxig  their  frienib.  His  Scft  publicalian  Was  a 
trwflatkw  fioqi  the  Qntk  of  «  tnall  tna,  Thoo- 
fhtaftuaoB  getnsj  which  being  pri«cd  by  fiihfcrip- 
•wni  iwdwed  hm  forae  money,  and  fiidi  a  iqiuia- 
tipn  «t  i«iliimd  ti«  bookfellera  ID  engage  lam  in  wti(. 
ing  a  gener^  oamral  hWoryin  two  volunei  in  (ab), 
vmi  fcon  afier,  a  ftipfjcraent  toChambers'adiAisnaty. 
He  had  receiTet)  no  academical  educaiiciQ ;  but  hi« 
ambition  prompting  him  to  be  a  graduate,  he  obtained, 
fiwaa  one  of  thofe  univerfitiea  which  would  fcarce  le- 
fitft  a  degree  to  an  apothecary's  horfb,  a  diploma  for 
^aaf  of  do&or  of  phyfic  After  this,  he  ea^^ged  in  a 
v^ri^  of  worka,  the  g)teacer  part  wheitof  were  mep» 
v  compilations,  which  he  lent  forth  with  incredible  ex- 
pedition I  and  though  his  chaiadcr  was  never  in  fuch 
eftimation  with  the  bookfelleis  as  to  entitle  him  to  an 
extiaordinaiy  ptice  for  his  writings,  fae  has  been 
Pa  Isnswn 
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known  by  Ibch  works  as  thofe  above-mcnrioned,  hf 
novels,  pampfiletS]  and  a' periodical  paper  called  *Ttic 
•  Infixftor,'  the  labour  of  his  own  head  and  hand,  to 
have  tamed,  in  one  year,  the  fum  of  1 500I.  He  was 
v»n,  conceited,  and  in  his  writings  difpofed  to  fatire 
and  licentious  fcurrility,  which  he  indulged  mth- 
out  any  regard  to  tnidi,  and  thereby  became  engaged 
in  frequent  difputes  and  quarrels  that  always  termi- 
nated in  his  own  difgrace.  Forfome  abufc  in  hislnlpec- 
tor,  of  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Brown,  he  hadhrs 
-head  broke  in  the  circus  of  Randagh  gandens.  He 
infulted  Woodward  the  player  in  the  facx  of  an  au- 
dience, and  engaged  with  him  in  a  pamphlet-war,  in 
which  he  was  foiled*.  He  attacked  the  royal  fociety 
in  a  review  of  their  tranfaftions,  aad  abuied  his  old 
friends  Mr.  Folkes  and  Mr.  Baker  for  oppofmg,  cHi 
account  of  his  infamous  chara<fter,his  admillion  among 
them  as  a  member.  In  the  midft  of  all  this  employ- 
ment, he  found  time  and  means  to  drive  about  the 
-town  in  his  chariot,  and  to  appear  abroad  and  at  all 
public  places,  at  Batlon's  cofFee-houfe,  at  mafque- 
rades,  and  at  the  opera  and  playhoufes,  fplendidly 
drefled,  and  as  often  as  he  could,  in  the  front  row  of 

*  Itwai  faid  of  Hill,  that  when  he  met,  in  any  botanic  garden, 
with  a  cnrioui  plant  that  was  portablct  he  would  convey  it  away, 
and  that  he  was  once  deteSed  in  an  attempt  of  that  kind. 
Woodwar^f  in  a  pamphlet  written  againft  him,  alluded  to  thia 
fad  by  prefixing  to  it,  as  a  motto,  this  appofite  dtatim  from 
Sbakt^are'i  Romeo  and  Juliet: 

'  I  do  remember  an  apothecary 
"•  Calling  of  fimple*.' 

3  "  the 
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■the ,  boxes.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life,  tus  repuu' 
tioQ  as  an  author  was  lb  funk  by  the  flovenlifiefs  of  his 
compilations^  and  his  difregard  to  truth  in  what  he 
related,  that  he  was  forced  to  betake  himfelf  to  the 
Tending  a  few  fimple  medidnes,  namely,  eflcnce  of 
water-doe^,  dnfture  of  Valerian,  bolfam  of  honey, 
aad  elixir  of  Bardana,  and  by  pamphlets  aifcribing 
to  them  greater  virtues  than  they  had,  iippofcd  011 
the  credulity  of  the  public,  and  tiiereby  got>  though 
not  an  honeft,  a  competent  livelihood. 

Two  years  before  his  death,  he  had,  as  he  gave  out, 
received  from  the  king  of  Sweden,  the  inveftiture  of 
knight  of  one  of  the  orders  of  that  kingdom,  in  return 
for  a  prefent  to  chat  monarch  o(  his  '  Vegeuble  fyftem*- 
in  twenty-fix  folio  volumes.  With  ajl  his  fbUy  and 
malignity,  he  entertained  a  fenfe  of  religion,  and 
wrote  a  vindication  of  God  and  natiu%  ag^nft  the 
Ihallow  philolbphy  of  lord  Bolingbroke. 

Befides  thcfc,  there  was  another  clals  of  authors 
who  lived  hqr  writing,  that  rtquirc  to  be  noticed : 
the  former  were,  in  faA,  penfitmers  of  the  book- 
fellers  :  thefe  vended  their  axnpofitions  when 
completed,  to  thofe  of  that  trade  who  would  give 
mfrfl  for  them.  They  ipere  mofl^y  books  pf  mere, 
entertainment  that  were  the  fubjcAs  qf  this  kind 
of  commerce,  and  were  and  ftill  are  diftinguifticd 
by  die  corrupt  appellation  of  novels  and  roman- 
ces. Though  fifttrious,  and  the  work  of  mere  in- 
vention, they  pTcfcnded  to  probability,  to  be  found- 
ed in  nature,  and  to  delineate  focial  manners.  The 
firftpublicuionof  the  kind  was  the  'Pamela*  of  Mr, 
P  3  RichardfoJV 
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BJ  tht  y«»«g  psople  Sf  the  time,  4ftd  (WMrtShHidW 
from  Hit  ^Ipk,  bfegat  fuch  A  tri^ng  fe*-  Siere  «f 
the  fiftte  ftnlT,  ai  tn«ptM  fchw  fiiBi  *hdfe  ntajflt- 
tii«  ihlj  ibSMii  «ii«  tiearljr  cbhiit«n1iit«(e,  to  tff 
tircir  fiiccHs  ill  this  nt*  kind  of  wItltfBf. 

At  tM  heU  ar  Acs  i*e  miAi  ftl'  inifiy  tVUbiiit 
pls):4  Henry  ReHifig,  -ode  of  Ae  mdft  nwttcy  »f  li- 
teraiy  ehuMcH.  This  tntn  «as,  in  Ms  earty  18b,  k  . 
writer  of  comedies  and  farces,  v^  ftw  of  «^ds  are 
DO*  rttWtfifedrcd;  after  thitj  a  fMftifing  tuH-iiler 
srith  fcarte  iinir  buSiKtsi  Vkta  in  infi-WihSft^ai 
writer,  *h<l  ijaidiiy  ato,  »  fcrtefore  6f  (he  <l*e  Sf 
Kewcaitte,  «6o  ^a«<:  tiilcA  a  nominal  qttUiBcHiibt  b^ 
xbol.  h  year^  Md  fet  hipil  vtp  as  a  ts^ing-j^ftfcft,  in 
*luch  airrcpotaisle  ftition  he  died.  Hi  Was  the  m* 
ftoroFa  romahct',  intitltd  'The  Mftbiy  of  JiXepli 
Andrews,'  and  of  anddie*-,  •  Thi  Fooftfen^,  6r  W* 
«  hiftoryiJf'tijIA  Jones,'  i  bbSk  ftenlini^  SntSSded 
to  Tap  thi  foiinda^AA  @f  that  mor^ity  wkifch  ^  is  thl 
d»ty  of  parent*  «a  (01  public  iftftrwasrs  »  hicil. 
<ate  in  the  riiinds  Bf  yOUng  ptdpte,  by  tiachii^  tttt 
vittue  upon  principle  is  inipoftwej  lh»  ^nrttiufi^ftt'- 
fitieg  alone  ConitinHe  mtt  Worth,  land  diat  a  yo^ng 

*FuneUiltheiuineora  Ud^,oncof  thepiiitcipklclunaMilB 
Sir  Philip  Sidney's '  Arcadia,'  and  is  tbis  accented  Pamela,  $4 
Mi.  IPope, 

*  Tbe  G«di,  to  emft  Pamela  wiA  Iter  |wey*n* 

*  Gave  the  gilt  ccach  and  dappled  Flanden  inares.* 

Bat  Kldnuil£Jn-,  wli^eT  tlfrosgfc  ignorance  ee  defign,  and  alib  kdt 
Itia  female  popila,  conltantly  pronounced  it  PajnSir" 

mut 
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pom  xofcf  Ipyc  isd  be  Jovcd^  and  ^  jhf  Jaow  ricnc 
»fiociate  with  the  Igpfeft  wfiinCft-  JiJs  inor^i^^  in 
;;dped  thj»  it « fojves  yimie  iow  g»ftd  ^ffeftiqns,  m^ 
coaCEadi^tion  to  jooonl  pbligatiqq  ;ind  « ieofp  pf  du^, 
i^  that  pf  Jfttd  ahafl!e(blH7  vulgarifed,  and  #  «  fyftciw 
of  excellent  ufe  in  palliating  the  vices  m<>ll  ii^t^iovs  fi^ 
Society.  Hpwas  theinvcntprqfiiiatfijnt-phrafcjgood- 
ijcfcof  heart,  which  J5  eyery,dayyfed,4s.a  fuipftitw  for 
piubit)r>  and  njcans  li^tlp  inore  thap  the  yittiie  of  (t 
hcrfe  cr  A  4ogi  in  (hort;,  he  .ha^  done  more  toward^ 
coiTuptii^  4c  rifing  jgenc^tio4i  ,thao  Jtny  writqr  wp 
J^QOw  o£ 

He  ^temards  wrote  »  book  pf  .the  feme  .Kind,  hv^ 
jof  a  lels  mifohievoitf  tcpdeney,  his  .•  Amelia.'  For 
each  of  .theie  ^  wa?  well  j;md  t\y^  .Andrew  Miljar  tbp 
ixxikfcUef,  atid.  Jav  the  J#Et  ,hc  ^t  (iy  hundre^ 

Pr.  Tobias  SmoUet*  anpthcr  mrntcr  of  famiUv 
romance,  and  a  dealer  with  the  bookfcllers,  .vu 
Oiigin9|ly,a  fu^geon's  m3te»  apd.ftiiYejd  at  the  fiegc 
of  Cwthagena.  His  fjrft  publication  pf  th^s  kind 
was  *  The  advemtures  of  .Roderick  Rapdom,'  and  his 
flfixtthofe  pfpci»^inePlcWc,  in  whiah  is  introduc^ 
the  hiftory  of  a^weUrknowh  .woman  of  quality,  written, 
jis  it  is  Cud,.by  t^rfclf,  gndfr  the  iwnc  m\fidy  Fraj). 
Thefeian^  other  comppfitiojisofthe.jikeikjod,  Smol- 
Jet  fold  tp  the  bookfcllers  at  fgch  rates. as  envied  hitp 
to  live  without  the  exercife  of  his  profeHiop.  He  haxl 
^jhandin  •  Xbe  jiiuverfel -hiftory,' and  tranflated  Gjl 
JRUs  and  .aljb  Tdjfmach.iis.  The  fuQcefs  gf  die  foipicr 
of  thefc  trapted  hiip  to  jranflate  *,Pon-Qupcotc,* ' 
.which,  as. he  underfloqd  not.the  .Sp^iQifh  language,  he 
*BUU  »n]y  ,do  tbcough.  the.  nie.diuni  qf  the  French  and 
P+  the 
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the  Coma  Eng^ilh  verfions>  none  of  which  do,  as  it  it 
faid,  convey  the  humour  of  the  original.  It  might 
feem  that  Jams*s  tranflation  was  one  impediment  to 
fuch  an  undertaking ;  but  that,  though  it  gives  the 
fenlc  of  thf  author,  was  performed  by  peribns  whofe 
Ikilt  in  the  language  was  not  great.  The  fa£t  is,' 
that  Jarvis  laboured  at  it  many  years,  but  could  make 
but  little  progrefs,  for  being  a  painter  by  profeHion, 
he- had  not  beenaccuftomed  to  write,  and  had  no  ftyle. 
Mr.  Tonfon  the  bookfcUer  feeing  this,  fuggefted  the 
thought  of  employing  Mr.  Broughton,  the  reader 
at  the  Temple  church,  the  author  and  editor  of  fundry 
publications,  who,  as  I  have  been  infonncd  by<a  friend 
of  Tonfon,  fat  himl^  down  to  ftudy  the  Spanith 
language,  and,  in  a  few  months,  acquired,  as  was  pre- 
tended, fufficient  knowledge  thereof,  to  give  to  the 
world  a  tranflation  of  Don  Quixote  in  the  true  fpiric 
of  the  original,  and  to  which  is  prefixed  the  name  of 
Jarvis. 

I  nrught  here  (peak  laf  Richardfon  as  a  writer  of 
fiftitious  hiftory,  but  that  he  wrote  for  amufenient, 
»nd  that  the  profits  of  his  writings,  though  very  great, 
vere  accidental.  He  was  a  man  of  no  learning  nor 
reading,  but  had  a  vivid  imagination,  which  he  let 
loofe  in  refle£l:ions  on  human  life  and  manners,  till  it 
became  fo  diftended  with  fcntiments,  that  for  his  owij 
eafe,  be  was  ncceflitated  to  vent  them  on  paper.  In 
the  original  plan  of  his  *  ClarilTa,'  it  was  his  defign, 
as  his  bookfeller  once  told  me,  to  continue  it  to  the 
extent  of  twenty-four  volumes,  but'  he  was,  with 
great  difficulty,  prevailed  on  to  comprife  it  in  fli 
The  charafter  of  Richardfon  as  a  writer  is  to  thi?  day 
undecided,  othe/wifc  than  by  tfie  avidity  with  which 
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lus  publications  are  by  fbme  readers  penifed,  and  dia 
^e  of  numettnis  editions.  -He  has  been  cdebrattd 
»  a  writer  fimilar  in  genius  to  Shakdpeare>  as  being 
acqu^nted  with  the  inmoft  recelTes  of  the  human 
heart,  and  having  an  abfolute  ctxnmand  of  the  p^oos, 
fo  as  to  be  able  to  afiefthis  readers  as  himfelf  ii  affefted, 
and  to  inFereft  them  in  the  fuccefles  and  difappoint- 
ments,  the  joj^  and  forrows  of  his  charafters.  Others 
dicre  are  who  thinlc  that  neither  his  '  Pamela,'  his  *  Cla- 
lifla,'  nor  his '  Sir  Charles  Grandifon*  are  to  be  num- 
bered among  the  books  of  rational  and  InAnidtiTC 
amu&ment,  that  they  are  not  to  be  compared  to  the 
novels  of  Cervantes^  or  the  more  fimple  and  diafte 
narrations  of  Le  Sage>  th^  they  are  not  juft  repre- 
ft^tadons  of  human  manners,  that  in  them  the  turpi-p 
tude  of  vice  is  not  ftrongly  enough  marlced,  and  that 
the  allorcments  to  it  are  reprefcnted  in  the  gayeft 
colours;  that  the  texture  of  all  his  writings  is  flimfy 
and  thin,  and  his  ftyle  mean  and  feeble ;  that  they 
have  a  general  tendency  to  inflame  the  paflions  of 
young  people,  and  to  teach  them  that  which  they  need 
not  to  be  tauj^tf  and  that  though  they  pretend  to  a 
moral,  it  often  turns  out  a  bad  one.  The  cant  terms 
o£  him  and  his  admirers  are  fendment  and  fend- 
mentality. 

Johnfon  was  inclined,  as  being  peribnallyacquunt- 
ed  with  Richardfon,  to  favour  the  former  opinion  of 
his  wridngs,but  he  feemed  not  firm  in  it,  and  could 
at  any  time  be  talked  into  a  difapprobadon  of  all 
fictitious  rcladons,  of  which  he  would  frequently  £xf 
they  took  no  hold  of  the  mind. 

I  am  tired  of  adducing  ii^ftances  of  men  who 
lived  by  the  profeflion  (^  writing  and  thought   ic 
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an  digibfeWK^  andihaLdd  now  proceed  to  jKUte  tbc 
faUbqwenc  e««att  of  9f'  Jotwlbn'ji  life,dud  joiark  Jbc 
4iMe«fhistnM«<£SarMtfcni9dc,  buc  that  I  find 
■^dtlf  dec^nEd  Jif  «  !chBFa£kert  i^tudi,  4s  iC  werq, 
fiiMftikp  i^V  tD  vifmt  *'*^  V  J>f  iinpottanoe  enoo^ 

I.«iwenceS*Brii^  «  iicagfrnm  and  «  ^S^uurjxf 
tecuhedrri  obwch  «f  YoeIi^  M^as  «eaaad<:able  ibr^ 
«dd  and  ccocntoic  ^omnfij  f efembllng  .in  ioanjr  xe> 
^«Ae  dat  af  Rubelaw.  The  wqrk  ttuc  «iude  itito 
MtdEBtiKnaft  a  Nnater,  was,  *  Xhe  hfe  -and-opimpiv 
'  wf  Tnftrsn  Shw4y»'  «  wbimfical  ctaplbcl^,  .but 
■hwctiwg  imwnt  aod  Jtunaaur  «f  ^be  .Ucentiausrldad. 
He  XDo  :iRas  x  fentimntplif^  aad  •wrote  ienumcDtaJ 
jonrmtt  aad  fentioasntal  doovs  in  ^andaoce,  -by 
which  Intbihe  and  ^  ib^okfeUorsjectt  coixfiderzbly'^ 
ly^mditoBDfidiiB/ftbfeariedt  it.nuf  .be-obfemec^ 
1^  ttx^^g  m  fonaFll  .mjn  lof  rleofe  ^nodpk^  .bad 
VBWtmnfts,  (Inskig  nFuhanc  fbf^ght,  pc,i3  their  co- 
dtSRiur  tm  aaBnnnuK  iTor  'tborifwUngs^  jvofeinoitf 
cf  >gre8ttr  love  so  jmudiind.  itnon  rttiuiBr  affe&ioitf 
«fld  £«r  '^itngs  ,th«n  ith^wUl  ;aUDW.f9eii.-{)rnHUC 
K^okr  iires,  vhoniJiQ^tdecffi  fufSfdifis*  to  poflei&> 
?9ier  .^noHMH  iiura«Bf  rft^orfede  .a}l  obligation ; 
dey  «re  a  la^  to  themfelves,  and  hariqg  ,<good 
Jmns  lasd  abounding  in  Uie  ^nllk -of 'human  jtind- 
wc&t  lare  ^boire  thofe  aoafidanuoofi  that  jiind  rinca 
to  :ihu  Tide  of  xondud  -which  ,is  -foundpd  in  $. 
ienfe  erf*  duty.  -Of  this  ^new  -Xdwfll  of  .morality 
fuelding,  iloufieBn>  nod  Sterne  aoe  .the  princ^al 
teachers,  and  great  is  4hcwd&hiefibcy,h(uW;daV 
ft^their  documents. 

-1^ 
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'to  tfadfe  I  mtg^t  ad4  the  hoittes  of  fenA7f>d1bn 
of  tilt  fame  occupatirttithc  auAers  dt  ttre  UftiveN 
ftl  hiftbry  !n  forty  folb  voltttteSj  but  th«  only  k 
firfr  of  ftem  ««  «  *U  iiftancc  «f  iSme  kaom » 
Aofe  tre  PTslittfthttzar,  George  Sale,  tf«  ■ftbott 
fer.  CampbeH,  afid  Mr.  Gcc»gfc  SfcdwiEite,  "Who,  # 
a  boy  bred  to  ihe  'fca,  became  a  man  of  teaming,  %  . 
(ravellir^  tutor,  'ahd  «t  length  ati^ned  to  the  *iicra- 
tiTft  eirtplo;?ttient  of  fecrttary-of  i*k  poft-<)lfirt.  OT 
th**:  hien  k  mtfy  be  faid  th«t  they  were  minfcw  *i 
Kterafture,  tbtywQirfced.lfce'H^iKttindarkfieis,  un^oT 
gl^ibnd;  ^ir  motive  was  gain }  diek  labour  filetituifl 

From  the  abbvt  envrfntx-zaoh  "rf  (^iara£lnrs  ttd 
^iBtt-iajf^  it  maybe  in^iTcd,  that  fdimfm's  irt€o< 
khfce  «nd  itteisncholy  wett  difcrffes  "of  Ms  Aind,  wid 
(ftt  ttifc  neceflfey  confeqotncc  ef  ^  prafeffion  he  had 
t^n  *p,  tha*  he  faw  httWtn  life  throu^  a  *&lfc 
iliedhlm,  tad  Ihat  he  VotlBrttarily  iWoutiCed  fftatif 
ttxnibrts,  gratifimrtions,  and  even  ^eafuffis,  obvioofly 
Ih  hfe  I«wer.  Ofte  efcsrt  however  he  made  to  fbothe 
1^  4hiiid  and  palliate  the  fatigue  of  his  labours,  which 
thererdaee. 

Ttfeigperti-ddightof  1Ji3  Kfe'was  convBrfetion  mA 
mbbtd  4iitctc6utfe.  l^hat  he  tnight  ht  «bte  «)  m> 
M^  hirrjfetf  in  tMs,  he  had,  -ill  )^  whttn-  -of  i'74'^ 
fomitiil  It  thib  that  met  weddy  at  die  ICin^s  'head,  « 
ftihMU  bee^AeA  hoafe,  hi  'Ivy  Iwe  near  St.  I^'s, 
f»#y  TodHay -evening.  'I^ithfcr  he  coriftarttJy  re* 
fth*a>'arrd,'wiA-a'ai^tefitifln  ib.pleafe  and  bciilBafcd, 
would  paiii  thofe  hours  in  a  free  and  trnriiftraihed  in* 
li^thfti^  VC  'ibitett»>  Wbitih  ^crwife  had  been 

ipcnt 
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Ipcnt  at  home  in  painful  reflcftion.  The  pofons 
who  compofed  this  little  fociety  were  nine  in  num- 
ber: I  will  mention  their  nameSj  and,  as  well  as  I  am 
able,  ^ve  a  Qig^t  fkctch  of  the  fereral  characters  of 
fuch  of  them  as  cannot  now  be  affefted  by  either  praife 
or  blame :  they  were,  the  reverend  Dr.  Salter,  father  of 
the  late  mafter  of  the  Chartcrhoufe, — pr.  Hawkef-. 
worth, — Mr.  Ryland  a  merchant,  a  relation  of  his,— * 
Mr.  John  Payne  dien  a  bookfeller,  but  now  or  very 
lately  chief  accountant  of  the  bank, — Mr.  Samuel  Dyer 
a  learned  young  man  intended  for  the  diiTcnting  nni7 
la&Fjt — Dr.  William  M'Ghie  a  Scots  phyfidan, — Dr» 
Edmund  Barker^  a  young  phyfician, — Dr.  Richar4 
Bathurft  alfo  a  young  phyfician,  and  myfelf. 

Dr.  Samuel  Salter  was  a  Cambridge  divine,  whom 
fome  difagreement  between  him  and  his  children  had 
driven  from  his  abode  at  Norwicji,  at  the  age  of 
feventy,  to  fettle  in  London.  Being  thus  far  ad- 
ranced  in  years,  he  could  carry  his  recoUeftion  bacl^ 
to  the  time  when  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke  was  yet  a  mem- 
ber of  that  qniverfity,  and  would  frequendy  entertajn 
us  with  particulars  refpeajng  him.  He  was  a  digpi- 
tary  o£  the  church,  I  think  archdeacon  of  Norfolk, 
9.  man  of  general  reading,  but  no  deep  fcholar  :  he 
was  well-bred,  courteous,  and  affable,  and  enlivened . 
convcrfation  by  the  relation  of  a  variety  of  curious  ,. 
fa^s,  of  which  his  memory  was  the  only  regifter. 

^r.  'Ha\ykcfworth  is  a  charaAer  well  known  in  the 
literary  world :  }  (hall  not  attempt  a  delineaQon  ofit, 
as  I  find  in  the  biograpl^c  4i<^onary  ai>  article  for  hin) 
in  the  words  ibllowing : 

•  John  Hawkefwortb,  an  Englilh  writer  of  a  very 
*  foft 
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*  Cok  and  pleafing  cafty.wfts  born  about  the  year 

«  1719,  though  his  epitaph,  as  we  find  it  in  the  \ 

*  Gendcman's  Magazine,"  for  Auguft  1781,  makes 

*  him  w  have  been  bom  in  17 15.    He  was  brought 

*  up  to  a  mechanical  profeflion,   that  of  a  watch- 

*  maker,  as  is  fuppofcd* .    He  was  of  the  fed  of  prcf- 

*  byterians,  and  a  member  of  the  celebrated  Tom 

*  Bradbury's  meeting,  from  which  he  was  aqieUed 

*  for  fome  irregularities.     He>  afterwards  devoted 
'  himfelf  to  literature,  and  became  an  author  of  om- 

*  fiderable  eminence.    In  the  early  part  of  his  life, 

*  his  circumftantes  were  rather  confined.     He  refidcd 

*  fome  time  at  Bromley  in  Kent,  where  his  wife  kq}C  gj^ 
'  a  boarding-fchocd.  He  afterwards  became  known  yfi'^/04nt^ 
'  to  a  lady,  who  had  great  property  and  intercA  in  the  * 

*  Eaft-India  ounpany ;   and,    through  her  means, 
'  was  chofen  a  direftor  of  that  body.    As  an  author^ 

*  his  *  Adventurer*  is  his  capital  work ;  the  merits  c^ 

*  irtuch,  if  we  miftake  not,  procured  him  the  d^ree  1 

*  ofL«L.D,  from  Herring,  archbilhop  of  Canter* 

*  bury.    When  the  delign  of  compiling  a  narrative 
'  of  the  difcoTcries  in  the  South  feas  was  on  foot,  he 

*  was  rectHnmended  as  a  proper  perfon  to  be  em* 

*  ployed  on  the  occafion ;  but,  in  truth,  he  was  not  a 

*  proper  pcribn,  nor  did  the  perfomiance  anfwer  ex- 

*  peftatiori.   Works  of  tafte  and  el^ance,  where  ima- 

*  station  and  die  pafTions  were  to  be  afFe^ed,  were 

*  his  provihce  j  ndt  works  of  dry»  cold,  accurate  nar- 

*  rative.    However,  he  executed  hia  taflc,  and  is  faJd 

*  Thii  ii  ■  milbke.  He  had  been  taught  no  art  but  that  of 
writing,  and  ww  a  laired  clerk  to  OM  Harwgod  an  attwney  in  Gro- 
cer*'alley,  in  the  Poultry. 
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•  tthtre  ncvcvc^  fer  i^  (fee  f^jyTBeo^  funi  <^  6gQipU 

•  He  died  in  tyti,  fen?p  %  «r  h^h  lwif«,  <«l»vs, 

*  of  d»£^  frcwa  01^  iU  |cc(;piio(ii  <if  Ui^  '  Nw^T9  :* 

*  iv  kt  wn  «nan  jjf  die  ^o^i^  f^nAbiliitp,  v>4  Qjb* 

Mr.  Stiaucil  Dycf  wm  the  fe^  of  a  >:w«Uer  of  ciqi-* 
■ODoe  in  tim  eiCf,  vbo«  bjf  hk  M^qm^  and  iaduftr^ 
lad  acqukc^  a  cQmptwr«(  fbrtiuif.  He»  aa  a^ci  {lit 
wife,  vcrv  dtfifctnrs^  fierfou  vciy  fd^o^^y  di^Mf" 
•d,  nxmbAft  cif  QriW^'st  fcwcmgfUwn  in  ^  Qld 
jc«ry»«nd  tWi  ihtir  yo»WBeft  fon  w^  «ti?catcd  l^  pio- 
ft&iWaad,  acthettwev4ievbieke^apKViiE«(bb^> 
iq  QDflof  the  aili«j*nwMoorfi4^  i  mi  fKm»  ^l>w*e. 
bobg  ioKadad  liqr  htf  faicbw  for  t^  daOciiLttag  mivf' 
tEj^  TM  mnovad  to  {>.  Deddendge's  acadjepif^  at 
^(BtlwnfttDtv  Afttr  b^ving  Snifit^  ^vs.  ftvdifB  in 
^.  famtnar^  he  watB.  FpPMv^d  to  G^^^jav^  vh^rv^  lan^ 
^  Dr.  Hutchefea»  he  WW  iqjb^od  w  ^  whtk^  of 
the  QieckfliWi^il^>  tnd  «;ent  tiuwgl^  fev^  coudes 
cf  ethics  and  mel»fJ^r{ie».  To  c^nfjUoe  thj;;  fifiti 
tf  9  twracd  educatiotv  the  eMor  Mr.  Dyer^  b^- 1^ 
wJvieo  of  EU'  Chandler,  &ni  )h4  fi>a  ta  Leydfiib 
wtdi  4  vaew-  to  hi&  ias^rvvwieot  ia  the  Hebfew 
btoniEwe  under  Sdhiulttas,  ^  celebrated  jacASfix  in 
tkat  uaiver^.  Afur  two  years.'  itty  *b»M4  Mr. 
I>^  Rturwd*  csuncttdy  qualified  for  the  o«^fe 
vl  that  pmfefSon  ta  mbicji  his  ifajd&ca  bod  bqen 
ttimfted,  wd  ^nit  were  die  hope*  of  hU  friends 
^bt  ^  «6\M  biBCome  one  «f  ita.  qnuaiems.  T* 
fpeak  of  his  attainmencs  in  knowledge^  he  was  an 
«Kc«Jlent  etaffic^  fchotaTi  a  great  nuchemacictan  and 
natural  fihilofopherj  well  verfed  in  titic  IJebrcv,  ^nd 

mafter 


by  Google 


Dr.  SAMuei'  JOHKSOK.    fg^ 

iMftcf  Of  the  ijRin,  FMikfa  laid  Ittlkn  knguign. 
Added  10  ib«fe  cntfaNnttentB,  he  «»  of  s  om^icr  i» 
miU,  and  m  hk  contn^uiiHi  and  dttntmour  fb  m»» 
deft  and  unaAvAing,  tliM  fac  mgigtd  tho  xncabaa 
ind  aflnbAiofi  of  aU  around  Urn*  la  ttt  qnrfiioiu  of 
^ntnctt  JohiUoA  looked  up  to  bitn*  «id  in  hh  tift  of 
Wans,  among  ^  poed^  ha  cited  aa  obArratian  t^ 
hjs,  thit  Watts  had  '  coiifinindMi  the  idea  t£  {f^ct 
'  wJth  that  cf  empty  fyaxx,  and  <tid  sot  ooafider  due 

*  though  %Mce  mi^t  be  without  matter,  jrec  vwm 

*  bdng  tneiidedj  could  not  be  without  fpsce.' 

It  was  now  expelled  diac  Mr.  Dyer  would  atfurfc 
hlmfelf  to  die  profeOion  for  ^ich  ib  liberal  and  Or 
pet^ve  tti  edvouioii  was  intended  to  qoslify  him,  end 
thitt  hewoi^  tander  all  die  diTanirageneaCi  that  ath 
tfcnd  DOn-confiwinity,  appear  as  >  public  teacher,  uA 
\ff  preaching  give  k  Specimen  of  his  talents  j  ami  diii 
Wat  the  Moi*  wilhed,  as  he  was  a  conftant  «wnnttt» 
on  divme  worfli^,  and  the  whole  of  his  be&ariow 
fokbd  t»  fydi  a  charador.  But  beii^  prdlod  bf 
fn^f  uid  otiier  of  his  fiiends,  hi  diicovered  «a 
tveri^ne&  C9  the  tinderndung,  which  wc  conct Ircd  m 
ttnfe  ^XKa  modefty,  bm  fome  time  after  finund  to  have 
^reng  from  anotho-  caufc. 

In  this  leemit^  ftateof  fu^ience,  being  maOeraf  h« 
time)  hk  fiiend  Dr.  Chandler  feundjoot  for  htai  w 
cA^loyrttent  eiaftly  fuitdtk  to  his  trirots.  Dr.  Da*^ 
fuel  Wiffiaffis,  a  difiendng  mimfter,  who  bf  nMonngp 
ftad 'become  the  owner  of  a  tcij  ideatiful  i«ftale.  ufl 
4ns  tfK  founder^ the  tibnryfor  the  idc  of  ifaolc  «f 
*i3  pftfftflioft,  4n  Redcfofs  ftreet,  by  his  wgi  h^4^ 
*eftad  IkaiccmaiQ  <oii&owrfial,  and  otfair  idigious 

ends 
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tra^  of  his  writing,  ihould  be  tnuiflaced  into  Latin, 
•nd  printed  the  fecond  year  after  his  death,  and  five 
hundred  of  each  (^vcn  away,  and  this  bequeftu  be  re- 
pealed when  diat  number  was  difpofed  i^. 

This  part  of  his  will  had  remained  uneiecuted  fhrni 
about  the  year  1 7 1 5,  and  Dr.  Chandler  being  a  truflw 
for  die  pcrformwce  of  i^  and  empowered  to  offer  an 
equivalent  to  any  one  that  he  Ihould  think  equal  to 
die  undertaking,  propofed  it  to  Mr.  Dyer,  and  he 
accepted  it ;  but  fmall  was  his  progrefs  in  it  before  it 
V  b^n  to  grow  irkfomc,  and  the  completing  of  the 
tranflation  was  referred  to  fome  one  Ids  averfe  to  la- 
bour iliah  himfelf. 

Having  thus  got  rid  of  an  employment  to  which  no 
perfuafions  of  his  friends  nor  pro^)e^  of  fiicure  ad- 
jutage could  reconcile  him,  he  became,  as  it  were, 
emancipated  from  the  bondage  of  puritanical  fonns 
and  modes  of  living.  Mr.  Dyer  commenced  a  man  of 
the  world,  and  with  a  fobo*  and  temperate  deliberation 
refolved  on  a  participation  of  its  pleafures  and  enjoy- 
ments. His  company,  though  he  was  rather  a  filent 
than  a  talkative  man,  was  courted  by  many,  and  he 
had  frequent  invitations  to  dinners,  to  fufq>crs,  and 
card-parties.  '  By  thefe  means  he  became  infenGbly 
a  votary  of  pleafure,  and  to  juftify  this  choice,  had  rca- 
foned  himfelf  into  a  perfualion  that,  not  only  in  the 
moral  government  of  the  world  but  in  human  man- 
ners, through  all  the  changes  and  fluftuations  of 
faftilon  and  caprice,  whatever  is,  is  right.  With 
this  and  other  opinions  equally  tending  to  corrupt 
his  mind,  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  he  began  to 
grow  indifferent  to  the  &xi&  praftice  of  religion,  and 

the 
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the  event  Ihewed  icfelf*  in  a  gradual  declination  from 
the  exercifes  of  it,  and  his  caTy  compliance  with  in- 
viuiions  to  Sunday  evening  parties,  in  which  nicrc 
converfation  was  not  the  chief  amufement. 

In  his  difcourfc  he  was  exceedingly  clofe  and  re- 
ferved  :  it  was  neverthekfs  to  be  remarked  of  him, 
that  he  looked  upon  the  reflraints  on  a  life  ef  pteafure 
^vith  an  unapproving  eye.  He  had  an  cxqgifite  palate, 
and  had  improved  his  relllh  for  meats  and  drinks  up 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  refinement,  that  I  once  found  him 
in  a  fit  of  melancholy  occafioned  by  a  difcoVery  that 
he  had  loft  his  tafte  for  olives ! 

He  was  a  man  of  deep  refleftion,  and  very  able  in  con- 
verfation on  moit  topics  j  and  after  he  had  dctcranined 
on  his  courJe  of  life,  which  was,  to  be  of  no  profeflion, 
but  to  become  a  gentleman  at  large,  living  much  at 
*  the  houfes  of  his  friends,  he  fecmed  to  adopt  the  fen- 
timents  of  a  man  of  falhion.  In  a  vifit  that  he  made 
with  a  friend  to  France,  he  met  with  a  book  wtth  the  title 
of  *  Les  Moeurs'  with  which  he  was  greatly  delight- 
ed, and  at  length  became  fo  enamoured  of  it,  and  that 
free  and  liberal  fpirit  which  it  manifells,  that,  afcer  a 
confli6t  with  his  natural  indolence,  in  which  he  came 
off  the  victor,  he  formed  a  refolution  to  tranllate  it 
into  Englilh  ;  but  after  a  fmall  progrefs  in  the  work, 
the  enemy  rallied,  and  defeated  him.  Cave  was  his 
printer,  and  had  worked  off  only  a  few  (beets  when 
Mr.  Dyer's  ftock  of  copy  was  exhaufted,  and  his 
bookfeller  found  himfclf  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
getting  the  trandation  finifhed  by  another  hand,  which 
he  did,  employing  for  the  purpofe  a  Mr.  Collyer,  the 
Vol.  I.  Q^  ajjthor 
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author  of  '  Letters  from  Felicia  to  Charlotte,'  ani^ 
other  innocent  and  fomc  ufeful  publications.  The 
tranflation  was  completed,  but  upon  its  being  fent 
abroadj  met  with  a  rival  one  that  involved  Cave,  wha 
was  interefted  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  book,  in  an  advcr- 
tifemcnt-war,  whichhewaslefttoconduftashccould. 

Few  who  are  acquainted  with  this  book,  will  blame 
or  wonder  at  Mr.  Dyer's  partiality  for  it.  It  is  a  work 
replete  with  good  fenfc,  fetting  forth  the  excellence 
and  the  reafonablenefs  of  moral  virtue,  in  lan- 
guage fo  elegant  and  lively,  and  with  fuch  forci- 
ble perfuafion,  as  cannot  but  win  on  a  mind  open  to 
inftruftion. 

The  earl  of  Chefterfield's  voluminous  exhortations 
to  his  fon  have  been,  by  feme,  efteemed  a  fyftem 
of  education,  a  fyftem  which  finks  into  nothing  when 
compared,  either  in  its  foundation  or  tendency,  to- 
that  contained  in  this  concife  code  of  ethics.  His 
lordfliip  teaches  the  bafer  arts  as  means  to  that  im- 
portant end,  fuccefs  in  the  world  j  this  writer,  that 
the  good  opinion  of  mankind  is  never  to  be  pur- 
chafed  by  deviating  from  the  rule  of  right,  and 
that  we  feek  in  vain  for  happinefs,  if  we  do  not 
exert  ourfelves  in  the  difcharge  of  our  feveral  duties, 
principles  fuch  as  thefe,  the  difclpks  of  the  Graces 
are  not  likely  to  relifli ;  but  it  is  neverthelefs  true, 
that  the  unafluming,  the  benevolent  author  of  '  Lcs 
*  Mceurs'  underilood  tiie  art  of  forming  the  cha- 
'  rafter  of  a  really  fine  gendeman,  much  better  than 
he  who  taught  that  infamy  was  the  road  to  honour. 
In  ftiort,  this  is  a  work,  in  praife  of  which  there  is  no 
danger  of  being  too  lavifli,  for  thofe  muft  be  wift 

indeed. 
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indeed  vrho  are  not  infonncd  by  it,  and  incorrigible 
whofe  tempers  are  not  mended  hj  it. 

What  then  (hall  we  fay  of  Mr.  Dyer  who  could 
read  it,  approve  it,  and  fo  far  (hake  off  his  natural 
phlegm  as  to  declare  himfelf  fafcinated  by,  and 
actually  begin  a  tranflation  of  it,  yet  could  abandon 
his  work,  and  fink  into  the  very  charaftcr  ^ainft 
which  it  was  an  antidote,  but  that  floth  had  ob- 
tained the  dominion  over  him,  that  a  paralyfis  had 
feized  his  mental  facukies,  and  that  rejefting  the 
prudent  counfels,  the  moral  precepts,  and  the  reli- 
gious inftruftion  contained  in  this  elegant  traft,  he 
had  given  himfelf  up  to  criminal  indolence  and  felf- 
gratification,  and  defeated  the  hopes  of  his  bcft 
friends ! 

In  the  tranflation  into  Englilji,  mudi  of  the  fpirit  of 
the  original  has  evaporated  ;  but  it  has  merit,  as  Ibme 
particulars  which  the  different  manners  of  the  two 
nations  made  it  fit  to  alter,  are  properly  adapted  in  It 
"to  the  genius  of  our  country,  and  indeed  the  tranfla- 
tion, even  if  it  had  had  Icfs  claim  to  our  regard,  muft 
have  been  acceptable,  as  it  extended  the  benefits  of 
this  valuable  traft. 

Dyer's  fupport,  in  the  idle  way  of  life  which  he  had 
made  choice  of,  was  the  produce  of  a  patrimony  in  the 
funds,  that  could  not  be  great;  his  father,  from 
whom  he  derived  it,  having  left,  befides  himfelf,  a  wi- 
dow, an  elder  fon  and  adaughter.  Johnfon  and  myfelf, 
that  he  might  be  getting  fomething,  Urongly  preflcd 
him  to  write  the  life  of  Erafmus  j  but  he  could  not 
be  induced  to  undertake  it.  A  work  of  lefs  labour, 
but  lefs  wonhy  of  him,  he  was  however  prevailed  on 
Q.2  by 
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by  Mr.  Samuel  Sharp,  the  furgeon,  to  engage  in: 
this  was  a  revifion  of  the  old  tranflation  of  Plutarchr's 
lives  by  feveral  hands.  He  undertook,  and,  with 
heavy  complaints  of  the  labour  of  hJstaflt,  completed 
it,  and  had  for  his  reward  from  Mr.  Draper  the  part- 
ner of  Mr.  Tonfon,  whom  Mr.  Sharp  had  folicited  to 
find  fomc  employment  foF  him,the  fum  of  two  hundred 
pounds. 

"While  he  was  a  member  of  the  club,  Johnfon  fuf- 
pcfled  that  his  religious  principles,  for  which  at 
firft  he  honoured  him,  were  giving  way,  and  it  was 
whifpered  to  me  by  one  who  feemed  pleafed  that  he 
was  in  the  fecret,  that  Mr.  Dyer's  religion  was  that  of 
Socrates.  What  farther  advances  he  made  in  Theifm 
I  could  not  learn,  nor  will  I  venture  to  aflcrt,  thac 
which  fomc  exprcflions  that  I  have  heard  drop  from 
him  led  me  to  fear,  viz.  that  he  denied,  in  the  philo- 
sophical fenfe  of  the  term,  the  freedom  of  the  human 
wilt,  and  fetded  in  materialifm  and  its  confequent 
tenets. 

As  all*his  determinations  were  flow  and  deliberate, 
and  feemed  to  be  the  refult  of  reafon  and  reflexion, 
the  change  in  his  principles  and  conduft  here  noted 
was  gradual.  Of  this  the  firft  fymptoms  were  an 
imbecillity  to  refill  any  temptation  abroad  on  a  Sun- 
day evening,  that  ftiould  eafe  him  of  the  trouble  of 
fuch  excrcifes  as  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  perform 
in  the  family  of  his  mother,  and  an  eager  curiofity  in 
the  perufal  of  books  not  merely  of  entertainment,  but 
of  fuch,  as  together  with  a  knowledge  of  the  world, 
furnifhed  his  mind  with  fiich  palliatives  of  vice  as  made 
htm  half  a  convert  to  it. 

While 
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While  his  mind  was  in  this  Hate  of  trepidation,  a 
young  gentleman  who  had  been  a  fellow-ftudent  with 
bim  at  Leyden,  arrived  in  England,  difordered  in  his 
health,  of  whom  an^  whofe  converfation  he  bec9iiie  fo 
enamoured,  that  to  entertain  him  while  he  was  feclc- 
ing  the  recovery  of  it,  Dyer  was  almoft  loft  to  all  the 
reft  of  his  friends.  To  thofe  with  whom  he  was  moft 
intimate,  he  would,  notwithftanding  the  clofenefs  of 
his  nature,  dcfcribe  him  and  difplay  his  attraftions, 
which  as  hejeprefented  them,  were  learning,  wit,  po- 
Ijiicnefs,  elegance,  particularly  in  the  article  of  drefs  j 
free  .and  open  manners,  a  genteel  figure,  and  other 
.pcrfonal  charms  tliat  rendered  him  the  delight  of  the 
female  fex.  It  V/as  a  queftion  that  fbme  of  thole  with 
vhom  he  was  thus  open  would  frequently  afk  him, 

*  What  are  the  moft  of  thefe  qualifications  to  you» 
'  Mr.  Dyer,  who  are  a  man  of  a  different  character  i 
'  you  who  know  the  value  of  wifdom,  and  have  a  mind 
'  fraught  with  knowledge,  which  you  are  capable  of 

*  applying  to  many  beneficial  purpofes,  can  never  be 

*  emulous  of  thofe  diftinftlons  wliicli  difcriminate  a 
'  man  of  plcafure  from  a  philofopheri'  his  anfwcrs  to 
which  ferved  only  to  fliew  that  his  judgment  was 
corrupted :  The  habitation  of  his  friend,  whom  he 
thus  vifited,  was  a  brothel,  and  his  difeafe  fuch 
as  thofe  fridom.efcape  who  frequent  houfes  of  lewd 
refort.  The  folicitude  which  the  females  in  that 
place  (hewed  for  the  recovery  of  his  friend,  their  clofe 
attendance  on  him,  and  afTiduIty  in  adminiftering  to 
him  his  medicines,  and  fupplyirig  all  his  wants,  he 
attributed  to  genuine  lovej  and  fcemed  almoft  to  envy 
jti  hjtn   that  power  which  could  intereft  fo  maoy 
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young  perfons  of  the  other  fex  in  the  reftoration  of 
his  health. 

What  efFefl  thefe  vifits,  and  the  blandifhments  to 
which,  *  is  often  as  he  made  them,  he  was  a  witnefs, 
had  upon-  Dyer,  I  know  not,  fave  that  to  defeat  the 
enchantments  of  thefe  fyrens  he  praftifed  none  of  the 
arts  of  Ulyries  :  on  the  contrary,  they  feemed  to  have 
wrought  in  him  an  opinion,  that  thofemiftook  their 
iniereft,  and  fliewcd  their  ignorance  of  human  life,  who 
abftained  from  any  picafure  that  difturbed  not  the 
quiet  of  families  or  the  order  of  fociety  j  that  natural 
appetites  required  gratification,  and  were  not  to  be 
difmiflcd  without  it ;  that  the  indulgence  of  the  iraf- 
cible  pafiions  alone  was  vice ;  and  that  to  live  in  peace 
with  all  mankind,  and  in  a  temper  to  do  good  offices, 
was  the  molleflential  part  of  our  duty. 

Having  admitted  thefe  principles  into  his  mind,  he 
fettled  into  a  fobcr  fenfiialift  j  in  a  perfefc  confiftency 
with  which  charsiftcr,  he  was  content  to  eat  the  bread 
of  idlenefs,  laying  himfcif  open  to  the  invitations 
of  thofe  that  kept  the  beft  tables,  and  contrafting 
jntiTnacics  with  men  not-only  of  oppofite  parties,  but 
with  fome  who  fccmcd  to  have  abandoned  all  prin- 
ciple, whether  religious,  political  or  moral.  The 
houfes  of  many  fuch  in  fuccelTion  were  his  home ;  and 
for  the  gratifications  of  a  well-fpread  table,  choice 
wines,  variety  of  company,  card-parties,  and  a  par- 
ticipation in  all  domeftic  aniufements  and  recreations, 
the  owners  thought  themfelves  recompenfed  by  his 
convcrfjtion  and  the  readinefs  with  which  he  accon  - 
mo:1ated  himfelf  to  all  about  him.  Nor  was  he  ever 
ata  lofs  for  reafons  to juftify  thi?  abufe  of  his  parts  or 
9  waftc 
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waftc  of  his  time :  he  looked  upon  ihc  praflace  of  the 
•world  as  the  rule  of  life,  and  thought  it  did  not  bc- 
<omc  an  individual  to  refift  it. 

By  the  death  of  his  mother,  his  brother  and  friler, 
all  of  whom  he  forvived,  he  became  poflefled  of 
about  8000I.  in  the  funds,  which,  as  he  was  an 
ceconomift  and  inclined  to  no  extravagance,  it  feemed 
highly  improbable  he  would  ever  be  tempted  to  difli- 
pate  i  but  he  had  contracted  a  fatal  intimacy  with 
fome  peribns  of  dcfperate  fortunes,  who  were  dealers 
in  India  ftock,  at  a  time  when  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany were  in  a  ftate  of  flu^hjation;  and  though, 
from  his  indolent  and  abltraCted  temper  of  mind  and 
ignorance  of  bufmefs,  the  laft  man  to  be  fufpeftcd  of 
yielding  to  fuch  delufions,  he  firil  inrefted  all  he  had 
in  that  precarious  fund,  and  next  became  a  candidate 
fortbcofficeof  a  dircftor  of  the  company,  but  failed 
in  his  atttmpt.  After  this,  he  entered  into  engage- 
ments for  the  purchafe  or  fale  of  ftock,  and  by  violat- 
ing them,  made  (hipwreck  of  his  honour.  Laftly,  he' 
made  other  comrafts  of  the  like  kind,  to  the  per- 
formance whereof  he  was  ftri£Uy  bound  :  thefe  turned 
out  againft  him,  and  fwallowed  the  whole  of  his 
fortune.  About  the  time  of  this  event  he  was  fcized 
with  a  quinfey,  which  be  was  afltired  was  mwtal  ; 
but  whether  he  refigncd  himfelf  to  the  flow  operation 
of  that  dilealc,  or  precipitated  his  end  by  an  a^  of 
felf-violence,  was,  and  yet  is,  a  queftion  among  his 
friends.  JHe  left  not  in  money  or  effects  fufficient  tt> 
defray  the  expence  of  a  decent  funeral,  and  the  laft 
office  of  humanity  towards  him  was  performed  by  one 
of  thole  who  had  been  acceff*ary  to  his  ruin.  A  por- 
0^4  trait 
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trait  of  him  was  painted  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  and 
■  from  it  a  inezzotinto  was  fcraped,  the  print  whereof, 
as  he  was  little  known,  fold  only  to  his  friends ;  a 
fingular  ufe  however  was  made  of  it :  Bell,  the  pub- 
lifhcr  of  the  Englilh  poets,  caufed  an  engraving  to  be 
made  from  it,  and  prefixed  it  to  the  poems  of  Mr. 
John  Dyer. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
accomplilhcd  and  hopeful  young  man,  whom  I  once 
loved  with  the  atFeftion  of  a  brother,  with  a  view  to 
fhew  the  tendency  of  idlenefs,  and  to  point  out  at 
what  avenues  vice  may  gain  admittance  in  minds 
feemingly  the  molt  ftrongly  fortified.  The  aflailable 
part  of  his  was  laxity  of  principle:  at  this  entered- 
infidelity,  which  was  followed  by  fuch  temptations  to 
pleafure  as  he  could  fee  no  reafon  to  refift:  thefe 
led  on  defires  after  the  means  of  gratification,  and 
'  the  purfuit  of  them  was  his  deftruftiQn. 

M'Ghie  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and  educated, 
in  one  of  the  univerfities  of  that  country,  for  the  pro- 
feflion  of  phyfic.  In  the  rebellion  in  1745,  he,  with ' 
a  party  of  young  men  who,  as  volunteers,  had  aflbci- 
ated  on  the  fide  of  government,  bore  arms,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  (kirmifli  at  Falkirk,  which  he  ever 
fpoke  of  as  an  iU-conduftcd  bufinefs!  When  mat- 
ters were  become  pretty  quiet  in  Scotland,  he  took  a 
doftor's  degree,  and  cainc  to  London,  where,  trufting 
to  the  friendihip  of  his  countrymen  he  hoped  t<> 
fucceed  in  praftice,  but  the  town  was  overftocked 
with  Scotch  phyficians,  and  he  met  with  fmall  en- 
couragement, though,  by  the  favour  of  Dr.  ^enj«- 
min  Avety,  tht  treafurer  of  Guy's  hofpital,  who  had 

been 
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been  a  diffenting  teacher,  and  at  that  rime  was  at  die 
head  of  that  intereft,  he  got  to  be  elefted  one  of  the 
phyficiansof  that  charity.  Hewas  a  learned,  ingenious, 
and  modeft  man  ;  and  one  of  thofe  few  of  his  country 
whom  Johnfon  could  endure.  To  fay  the  trudi,  he 
treated  him  with  great  civility,  and  may  almoft  be 
faid  to  have  loved  him.  He  inherited  a  patrimony 
too  fmall  for  his  fubfiftencc,  and  failing  in  his  hope  of 
getting  forward  in  his  profeflion,  died  of  a  broken 
heart,  and  was  buried  by  a  contribution  of  his 
friends. 

Barker,  being  by  education  a  diffentcr,  was  fent  to 
ftudy  phyfic  at  Leyden,  from  whence  he  returned 
about  the  time  I  am  fpeaking  of.  He  was  introduced 
to  us  by  Dyer,  and  had  been  a  fellow-ftudent  with 
him  and  wiih  Akenfide,  Aflccw,  Munckley,  Mr, 
Dyfon  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  others,  few 
of  whom  are  now  living.  From  the  converfation  of 
thefe  perfons,  be  learned  the  principles  of  lordShafteC- 
bury's  philofophy,  and  became,  as  moft  of  them  were, 
a  favourer  of  his  notions,  and  an  acute  reafoner  on  the 
fubjeft  of  ethics.  He  was  an  excellent  claffical  fcho- 
lar,  a  deep  metaphyfician,  and  had  enriched  his  fancy 
by  reading  the  Italian  poets  j  but  he  was  a  thoughtlefs 
young  man,  and  in  all  his  habits  of  drefs  and  ap- 
pearance fo  (lovcnly  as  made  him  the  jeft  of  all  his 
companions.  Phyficians  in  his  rime  were  ufed  to  be 
^uU  drcOed ;  and  in  his  garb  of  a  full  fuit,  a  brown 
tye-wig  with  a  knot  over  one  (houlder,  and  a  long 
ycUow-hilted  fword,  and  his  hat  under  his  arm,  he 
Was  a  caricature.  In  his  religious  principles  he  pro- 
feUcd  himfelf  an  unitarian,  for  which  Johnfon  fo  often 
fiiubbcd 
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fnubbed  him,  that  his  vifits  to  us  became  Icfs  and  Icli 
frequent.  After  fuch  a  defcription  as  that  above,  it: 
iS  needlefs  to  add  that  Barker  fuccecded  ill  in  his 
profeflion.  Upon  his  leaving  us,  he  went  to  praiftife  at 
Trowbridge  in  Wiltlhire,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years 
returned  to  London,  and  became  librarian  to  the  col- 
lege of  phyficlans,  in  the  room  of  Edwards  the  orni- 
tliologift;  but  for  fome  mifbehaviour  was  difplaced, 
and  died  in  obfcurjty. 

Dr.  Richard  Bathurft  was  a  native  of  Jamaica,  and 
the  fon  of  an  eminent  planter  in  that  ifland,  who 
coming  to  fettle  in  England,  placed  his  fon  in  London, 
in  order  to  qualify  him  for  the  praAice  of  phyfic.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  ftudies  he  became  acquainted  with 
Johnfon,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  him  for  the  preg- 
nancy of  his  parts  and  the  elegance  of  his  manners.  Be- 
fides  thefe  he  pofTelTed  the  qualides  that  were  molt  like- 
Jy  to  recommend  him  in  his  profeflidn  j-  but,  want- 
ing friends,  could  make  no  way  in  it.  He  had  juft 
intereft  enough  to  be  chofen  phyfician  to  an  hofpital 
that  was  fupported  by  precarious  donations,  and 
which  yielded  him  little  or  no  recompence  for  his 
attendance,  which,  as  it  was  only  a  few  hours  on  cer- 
tain days  in  the  week,  left  him,  in  agreat  meafure, 
mafter  of  his  time.  Of  this  he  was  a  good  manager, 
employing  it  in  the  ftudies  relative  to  his  profeffion, 
and  the  improvement  of  himfelf  in  polite  literamrc. 
In  conjunction  with  Johnfon,  Hawkefworth,  and 
others,  he  wrote  *  the  Adventurer,'  a  periodical  paper 
that  will  hereafter  be  fpoken  of,  purfuing  at  the  fame 
time  the  nioft  prudent  and  probable  methods  for  ac- 
qiiiring  reputation  and  advancing  himfelf  in  his  pro- 
felTion ;    but  miffing  of  fuccefs,   he    embraced  the 
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offer  of  Ml  appointment  of  phyfician  to  the  army  that 
was  fent  on  the  expedition  againft  the  Havannah, 
where,  foon  after  his  arrivalj  he  was  feized  with  a 
fever  that  then  raged  among  the  troops,  and  which, 
before  he  could  be  a  wttncft  of  the  reduction  of  the 
place,  put  a  period  to  an  innocent  and  ufefui  life. 

The  Spaniards  have  a  proverb,  that  he  who  intends 
to  be  pope  muft  think  of  Clothing  clfe.  Bathuift 
thought  of  becoming  an  eminencLx)ndonphyfician>and 
omitted  no  means  to  attain  that  clurafter :  he  ftudied 
hard,  dreflTcd  well,  and  aflbciated  with  thofe  who  were 
likely  to  bring  him  forward,  but  he  ^ed  in  his  endea- 
vours, and  Ihordy  before  his  leaving  England  confefled 
to  Johnfon,  that  in  the  courfe  of  ten  years'  exercife  of 
his  faculty,  he  had  never  opened  his  hand  to  more 
than  one  guinea. 

The  failure  of  three  fuch  pcribns  as  thofe  above- 
mentioned,  in  a  profelllon  in  which  very  many  igno- 
rant men  have  been  known  to  fucceed  *,  was  matter 
of  wonder  to  Johnfon  and  all  that  knew  them.  He 
obeyed  that  precept  of  Scripture,  which  exhorts  us  to 
honour  the  phyfician,  and  would  frequendy  fay  of 
thofe  of  this  country,  that  they  did  more  good  to 
mankind,  without  a  profpeft  of  reward,  than  any  pro- 
feflion  of  men  whatever.  Bathurft's  want  of  encourage- 
ment affeded  him  much  :  he  often  expreffcd  to  me 
his  furprize,  that  a  young  man  of  his  endowments  and 
engaging  manners,  Ihould  fucceed  no  better,  and  his 
difappointment  drew  from  him  a  reflection,  which  he 
has  infcrted  in  his  life  of  Akcnfide,  that  by  an  acute 
obferver  who  had  looked  on  the  tranfaiftions  of  the 

'  So  ignorant  u  to  requeft  of  Uw  college  the  indulgence  of  aa 
examination  in  Englifh. 
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medical  world  for  half  a  century,  a  very  curious  book 
might  be  written  on  the  fortune  of  phyficians.  Such 
a  book  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  ;  and  if  any  peribn 
hereafter  (hall  be  induced  to  purfue  Johnfon's  hint, 
he  may  poffibly  think  the  following  remarks  which 
have  occurred  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  intimacy 
with  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  profeffion,  not 
altogether  beneath  his  notice. 

Of  the  profeflbrs  of  medicine,  in  cities  remote  from 
I^ndon  and  in  country  towns,  I  know  but  little  ;  but 
in  the  metropolis  !  am  able  to  fay,  that  in  my  time 
not  only  the  track  of  a  young  phyfician  was  pretty 
plainly  pointed  out,  and  it  is  curious  to  follow  it,  but 
that  the  conduft  of  fuch  an  one  was  reducible  to  a 
iyftem.  Mead  was  the  Ion  of  a  non-conforming 
minifter  .the  teacher  of  a  numerous  eongregation,  ' 
who  trufting  to  his  influence  over  them  '* ,  bred 
his  fon  a  phyfician,  with  .  what  fuccefs  is  well 
known  f  •  He  raifed  the  medical  charafter  to  fuch 
a  height  of  dignity  as  was  newer  fcen  in  this  or 
■any  other  country.  His  example  was  an  inducement 
with  others  of  the  di0cnting  minifters  to  make  phy- 

•  The  intereft  vdmA  the  diffenting  teachers  I(ad  wkh  the 
members  of  their  feveral  congregations,  though  now  but  little 
known,  was  formerly  very  great,  and  In  my  memory  was  fuch, 
that  fcarcely  any  member  of  a  feparate  congregation  would  difpofe 
'  of  a  dntightcr.  or  make  a  puichafe,  or  advance  a  fiim  of  money  on 
i  mongage,  without  lirft  con&ilting  bit  pafior. 

1 1  have  heard  k  faid,  that  when  Mead  began  to  praftife,  he  was 
a  conftant  frequenter  of  the  meeting  at  Stepney,  where  his  fcther 
preached  ;  and  that  when  he  was  fent  for  ont  of  the  alTcmbly, 
wluchhe  often  was,  his  father  would  in  his  prayer  infert  apetitioa 
in  behalf  of  the  Tick  perfon.  I  once  mentioned  this  to  Johnfon, 
w'ho  faid  it  wns  too  grofs  for  belief  j  but  it  was  notfo  at  Batfon's ; 
«  p:\Cid  there  as  a  current  tradition. 

fidans 
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fiCians  of  ihcir  fons*.  Oldfield,  Clark,  Ndbit,  Lobfe, 
and  Munckley  were  thefons  of  diflcnting  teachers, 
and  they  generally  fucceeded.  The  hofpital  of  St. 
Thomas,  and  that  of  Guy,  in  Southwark,  were  both 
under  the  government  of  diflcnters  and  whigs ;  and 
as  foon  as  any  one  became  phyfician  of  either,  las 
fortune  was  looked  upon  as  made.  The  mention 
of  this  circumftance  brings  to  my  remembrance  a 
conteft,  that,  to  a  d^rce,  proves  the  truth  of  my 
afiertjon.  Dr.  afterwards  Sir  Edward,  Hulle  liad 
been  fonie  years  phyfician  to  St.  Thomas's  hofpital, 
and  being  minded  to  refign,  had  fet  his  eye  upon  Dr. 
Jofeph  Lftherland,  a  man  of  profound  erudition,  for 
his  fucccffor.  Hoadly,  bifliop  of  Wjnchefter,  had 
about  that  time  a  fon,  who  having  finilhed  his  ftudies 
in  pliyfic  at  Cambridge,  had  taken  his  doctor's  de- 
gree, and  was  about  to  fettle  in  London.  Hoadly 
was  ever  the  idol  of  the  whigs :  he  encouraged  his  ' 
fon  to  offer  himfelf,  and  the  intercft  was  divided. 
Every  nerve  was  ftrained,  and  Hoadly  miffed  his  elec-. 
tion  by  fewer  than  ten  votes  *. 

The 

'  It  is  remarlcable  of  this  perfon,  that  upon  this  fulure  fie  atian. 
iloned  his  profeflion  j  not  fo  much  perhaps  becaufe  of  his  dilappout- 
mcni,  as  of  his  principles.  To  a  friend  of  mine  he  confefled  that  he 
was,  as  to  tJie  effefts  of  medicine,  a  feeptie  j  for  that  upon  th? 
princlpksof  philofophy,  he  could  not  account  for  the  operation  of 
any  one  medicine  on  the  human  body.  He  fecmed  in  this  inilanc« 
tahaveadopted the  fentimentsof  Montaigne,  who  entertained  th( 
fame  doubt,  and,  fomewhcre  in  his  eflays,  defcribcs  a  phyfician 
putting  a  pill  into  a  patient's  mouth,  with  a  commillion  to  fol^oNv 
the  circulation,  and  aft  only  on  that  part,  the  toe  foi-  indancc 
to  which  it  k  direfled.     Of  a  different  opinion  was  the  father 
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The  fame  advantage  attended  the  eleftion  of  it 
phyfician  to  the  hofpitals  of  Bethlehem  and  St. 
Bartholomew,  which  are  of  royal  foundation,  and 
have  been  tinder  tory  government.  By  cultivat- 
ing an  intereft  with  either  of  the  two  parties,  the 
fucceflion  of  a  young  phyfician  was  almoft  infurcd. 
The  frequenting  Batfon's  or  Child's  was  a  declaration 
of  the  fide  he  took,  and  his  bufinefs  was  to  be  in- 
difcriminately  courteous  and  obfequious  to  all  men, 
to  appear  much  abroad  and  in  public  places,  to  in- 
creafe  his  acquaintance  and  form  good  connexions,  in 
the  doing  whereof,  a  wife,  if  he  were  married,  that 
could  vifit,  play  at  cards,  and  tattle,  was  oftentimes 
very  ferviceable  f  •  A  candidate  for  praftice,  pur- 
filing  thefe  methods  and  «xercifing  the  patience  of  a 

of  the  perlcMi  above-mentioned,  'Hoadly,  bilhop  of  Wincbcfter, 
wben,  writmg  againfi  the  free-thinkers,  he  put  this  (hrewd  quef- 
tion :  *  Were  alt  the  miftakes  and  errors  of  phyfLdaiu,  firan  the 
'  beginning.of  the  world  to  this  day,  colleAed  into  a  volume. 
'  would  they  afford  a  goodteafon  againfl  taking  phyfic?' 

t  The  medical  charaAer,  whatever  it  h  now,  wat  heretofore  a 
grave  one :  it  implies  learning  and  fagadty,  and  therelbrc,  not- 
withftandiiig  lord  Shafteftmry's  remark,  that  gravity  i«  of  the  veiy 
elTence  of  Jmpofture,  the  candidates  for  praAice,  though  ever  lb 
young,  found  it  neceflary  to  add  to  their  endeavours  a  gravo 
and  folemn  depOTtment,  even  to  affeftation.  The  phyfician* 
ill  Hogarth's  prints  are  not  caricatures  j  the  full  drefi,  with  a 
fword  and  a  great  tye-wig.  and  the  hat  under  the  arm ;  and 
the  doftors  in  confultation,  each  finelling  to  a  gold-headed  cane 
fliaped   like   a    parifh-beadle's   ftaff,  are  piSures  of  real  life  i 


bis  time,  and  myfcif  have  feen  a  young  pbylkian  thus  equip- 
ped, walk  the  ftteeu  of  London  without  attrafting  the  eyes  of 
paflifngeti. 
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fctting-dog  for  half  a  fcore  years  in  the  crpcftatton 
of  deaths,  reGgnations,  or  other  accidents  that  occalicn 
vacancies,  at  the  end  thereof  cither  found  himfelf  an 
holpital  phyfician  *,  and  if  ofFethlehem  a  monopolift 
of  one,  and  that  a  very  lucrative  branch  of  prafUcc ; 
tir  doomed  to  ftniggle  with  difficulties  for  the  rttnain- 
dcr  of  his  life. 

Jurin,  Shaw,  James,  and  ibme  few  others,  recom- 
mended themfelvBs  to  praftice  by  their  writings,  but 
in  general  the  methods  of  acquiring  it,  I  fpeak  of  the 
city,  were  ftich  as  are  above  defcribed.  One  and  only 
one  of  the  profcfiion  I  am  able  to  name  who  purfucd 
a  different  condaft,  and  under  the  greateft  difadvan- 
tages  fucceedcd. 

This  pcifon  was  Dr.  Meyer  Schomberg,  a  native  df 
Cologne,  who  being  a  jiv,  and  as  I  have  heard  related 
of  him,  librarian  to  fomc  pcrfon  of  diftindion  abroad, 

*  To  theie  obfervatioas  on  the  prafeffioo  of  i^fic.  and  the 
fiite  of  Us  praAukmen,  I  here  udd  an  anecdote  of  no  Ids  a  pec- 
fin  than  Dr.  Mead  himrelf,  who  very  early  in  bb  life  attained 
R>  this  Itaiion  of  eminence,  and  met  with  all  the  fubfetjoent  en- 
eonragemcnt  due  to  hii  great  merit,  and  who  nererihelefi  died 
in  a  Aate  of  indigence. 

The  income  ari£og  from  h»  prafiice  I  have  heaid  fftimated  tt 
7000I.  a  year,  and  he  had  one  if  not  two  fbrtunei  left  faim,  not  by 
celacions  but  by  friends  jio  way  allied  to  him  ;  but  his  muni£crace 
'was  fo  great,  and  his  paffion  for  coUefling  books,  paiiitingi,  and 
suriofitiei,  fb  ftnmg,  that  be  made  no  bvings-  Hi*  mannfcript!  he 
paned  tviih  in  his  life-time  to  Ibppty  hb  wants,  which  towards  hi* 
end  were  become  lb  preffing,  that  he  ciice  requelled  of  xitf  late  lord 
Orrery  the  loan  of  live  guiaeasonfome  toys,  viz.  piecesofkcnnH' 
coal  wrought  into  vafej  and  other  elegant  forms,  which  he  produced, 
from  his  poclcet.  This  ftory,  incredible  as  it  may  fecm,  lordOrrciy 
tald  JohnioD^  and  from  faijn  I  had-  it. 

left 
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left  that  occupation,  and  came  and  fettled  in  London. 
Being  of  no  profeffion,  and  having  the  means  of  a 
livelihood  to  feek,  he  was  at  a  paufe,  but  at  length 
determined  on  one,  and  took  it  up  in  a  manner  that 
will  be  bcft  defcribed  by  his  own  words  to  a  friend  of 
mine.  '  I  faid  I  was  a  phyfician.'  Having  thus  affum- 
ed  a  profeffion,  he  cultivated  an  intimacy  with  the 
jews  in  Duke's  placr,  and  by  their  means  got  intro- 
duced to  the  acquaintance  of  fome  of  the  leading  men, 
merchants  and  others  of  that  religion,  who  employed 
him,  and  by  their  interelt  recommended  him  to  a 
praftice  that,  in  a  few  years  amounted,  as  he  once 
told  me  himfelf,  to  a  thoyfand  pounds  a  year.  He 
was  a  man  of  an  infinuating  addrcfs,  and  as  heunder- 
ftood  mankind  very  well,  having  renounced  the  ritual 
diftinftions  of  his  religion,  he  foon  found  out  a  me- 
thod of  acquiring  popularity,  which  had  never  been 
praftifed  by  any  of  his  profeffion  ;  he  took  a  large 
houfe  in  the  city,  and  kept  a  public  table,  to  which, 
on  a  certdn  day  in  the  week,  all  the  young  furgeons ' 
and  apothecaries  were  welcome,  and  at  which  all  that 
were  prcfcnt  were  treated  with  an  indifcriminate 
civility,  thai  had  very  much  the  appeitrance  of  fricnd- 
fliip,  but  meant  nothing  more  than  that  they  (hould 
recommend  him  to  praftice.  The  fcheme  fuccceded  ; 
in  the  year  1740,  Schomberg  had  outftripped  all  the 
city-phyficians,  and  was  in  the  annual  receipt  of  four 
thoufand  pounds. 

To  enable  him  to  praftice,  he  had,  at  his  fetting 

out,  procured  to  be  admitted  a  licentiate  of  the  college, 

but  that  permiflion  had  been  granted  him  with  fo  ill 

a  grace,  or  was  followed  by  fome  circumftances  that 

provoked 
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provoked  his  rdentment  fo  hi^y,  diat  he  feetned  re- 
folred  on  a  perpetual  enmity  ag^nft  the  members  of 
that  body;  who,  on  their  port,  looking  on  him  as  little 
belter  than  a  foreign  mountebank,  declined,  as  mucl} 
as  pofiible,  meeting  him  in  conTultation,  and  thereby, 
for  fome  time,  checked  his  praAice. 

He  had  a  fon  whom  he  brought  up  to  his  own  pro* 
feflion,  who  took  it  into  his  head,  that  having  been, 
admitted  »  licentiate,  he  was  virtually  a  fellow,  and 
cl»med  to  be  admitted  as  fuch  :  his  father  encou- 
raged  him,  and  inftituted  a  proccfs  in  his  behalf,  of 
whioh  there  had  been  no  precedent  fince  die  tinne 
that  Jefferies  was  chancellor.  It  was  no  lefs  than  a 
petiuon  to  the  king,  requeuing  him,  in  the  perfon 
of  the  Jord-chancdior,  to  exercifc  his  vilitatorid 
power  over  the  college,  and  reftore  the  Kcenriates  to 
their  rights,  which,  by  their  arbitrary  proceedings,  the 
preTident  and  fellows  had,  for  a  fuccellion  of  ages, 
deprived  them  of.  This  (jetition  came  on  to  be 
hciud  at  Lincoln's-inn  haU,  before  the  \<xd  chief 
juftioeWillcs,  the  lord  chief-baron  Smythe,  and  Sir 
John  Eardley  Wilmot,  lords  commiffioncrs  of  the 
great  feal,  but  the  allegations  therein  conuined  not 
being  fufficiently  fupported,  the  fame  was  difmiflcd; 
it  was  nevcrthelefs  looked  on  as  the  moft  formidable 
attack  on  the  college  it  had  ever  fuftained,  and  may  be 
fwd  to  have  (haken  its  conftitution  to  the  very  centre. 

political  aflbciations  and, religious  fects  are  excet- 
lait  nurfes  to  young  men  of  profcflBons,  cfpecialiy  of 
that  of  which  I  am  fpeaking;  RatclifFe  and  Freind 
owed  their  fortunes  to  the  fupport  of  the  torics  and 
Jacobites  j  Mead  and  Hulfe  to  the  whigs,  and  Scfaora- 
berg  to  the  jews.  The  quakers  dfo,  do  canteit^tUsle 
'   Vol.  I.  R  body 
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body  of  men,  had  power  and  intereft  fufficieot  to 
introduce  into  great  pradtice  one  of  their  own  dero- 
miriation  j  thii  was  John  Fothergilli  a  young  man  of 
parts  and  induftry,  who  being  bred  an  apothecary, 
and  having  obtained  a  Scotch  degree,  fettled  in 
I^ndon,  and  attached  himfelf  to  Schombcrg,  taking 
him,  in  many  parts  of  hiscondufl:,  for  his  exemplar: 
fo  that,  upon  Schomberg's  dcceafe,  he  Aid  into  his 
praflice,  and  became  one  of  the  moft  popular  of 
the  city  phyficians.  Thefc  two  peribns,  firft  One, 
and  then  the  other,  for  full  thirty  years,  carried  all 
before  them ;  and  within  that  fpace  of  time,  not 
fewef  than  twenty  of  the  profeflion,  whom  1  could 
name,  lived  in  great  ftraits,  fome  of  them  leaving, 
at  their  deceafe,  fcarce  fufficient  to  bury  them. 

From  thcfei  and  many  other  inftances  that  might 
be  produced,  it  is  evident,  that  neither  learning,  parts, 
jior  Ikill,  nor  even  alt  thefe  united,  are  fufficient  to 
enfure  fuccefs  in  the  profeffion  I  am  fpeaking  of; 
and  that,  without  the  concurrence  of  adventitious 
circumftanccs,  which  no  one  can  pretend  to  define, 
a  phyfician  of  the  greatcft  merit  may  be  loft  to  the 
world ;  and  further  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  faireft 
hopes  may  be  fruftrated  by  the  want  of  that  qua- 
lity, which  Swift  fomewhere  calls  an  aldermanly 
virtue,  difcrction,  but  is  in  truth,  of  greater  effi- 
cacy in  our  intercourfe  with  mankind,  than  all 
fcience  put  together.  Had  Akcnftde  been  poffeffed 
of  this  gift,  he  had  probably  become  the  firft  in  his 
faculty;  but  that  he  was  able  to  acquire  no  other 
~  kind  of  celebrity  than  .that  of  a  fcholar  and  a  poet, 
is  to  be  accounted  for  by  fome  particulars  in  his 
life  and  conduft,  with  which  few  but  myfelf,-who 

knew 
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knew  him  wdl,  are  acquainted,  and  which  1  here  in- 
feit  as  fuppletory  to  thofe  which  Johnfon  has  recorded 
of  him.  Mr.  Dyfon  and  he  were  fellow  ftudents,  the 
one  of  law  and  the  other  pf  phyfic*  at  Leyden; 
where,  being  of  congenial  tempers,  a  friendihip  com- 
menced between  them  that  lafted  through  their  lives. 
'They  left  the  univerfity  at  the  fame  time,  and  both 
fetded  in  London  :  Mr.  Dyfon  took  to  the  bar, 
and  bring  poffeffed  of  a  handfome  fortune  fupported  , 
his  friend  while  he  was  endeavouring  to  make  him- 
felf  known  as  a  phyfician  -,  but  in  a  Ihort  tim^,  hav- 
ing purchafed  of  Mr.  Hardinge,  his  place  of  clerk 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  he  quitted  Weftminfto- 
ha]],  and  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  Akenfidc 
to  acquaintance  in  an  opulent  neighbourhood  near 
the  town,  bought  a  houfe  at  North-End,  Hampftead; 
where  they  dwelt  togedier  during  the  filmmer  feafon  : 
freqiicnting  the  long  ri3om,  and  all  clubs,  and  aflemr 
blies  of  the  inhabitants. 

At  thefe  meetings,  which  as  they  were  not  leleft, 
muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  confifted  of  fuch  perfons 
OS  ufu^ly  meet  for  the  purpofe  of  golTiping,  men 
of  wealthy  but  of  ordinary  endowments,  and  able 
to  talk  t>f  little  elfe  than  news*  and  the  occurrences  of 
the  day,  Akenfide  was  for  difplaying  thofe  talents 
which  had  acquired  him  the  reputation  he  enjoyed 
in  other  companies  j  but  here  they  were  of  little  ufe 
to  him,  on  the  contrary,  they  tended  to  engage  him 
in  difputes  that  betrayed  him  into  a  contempt  ^f 
thofe  that  differed  in  opinion  from  him.  It  was 
found  out  that  he  was  a  man  of  low  birth,  and  a 
dependant  on  Mr.  Dyfon  j  circumftances  that  fur- 
niihcd  thofe  wfaom  he  offended  with  a  ground  of  re-^ 
R  2  proachj 
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proach,  that  reduced  him  to  the  necefllty  of  affert- 
ing  in  terms  that  he  was  a  gentleman. 

Little  could  be  done  at  Hampltead  after  matters 
had  proceeded  to  this  extremity  j  Mr.  Dyfon  parted 
with  his  villa  at  North-End,  and  fettled  his  friend 
in  a  fingll  houfe  ip  Bloomftury  fquare;  affigning 
for  his  fupport  fuch  a  part  of  his  income  as  enabled 
him  to  keep  a  chariot. 

In  this  new  fituation  Akcniide  ufed  every  endea- 
vour to  become  popular,  but  defeated  them  all  by  the 
high  opinion  he  every  where  manifefted  of  himfelf,  and 
the  litde  condefccnfion  he  fhewcd  to  men  of  inferior 
endowments  -,  by  his  love  of  political  controverfy,  his 
authoritative  cenfure  of  the  public  councils,  and  his 
bigotted  notions  refpefting  government,  fubjefts  fo- 
reign to  his  profeflion,  and  with  which  ibme  of  the 
wifeft  of  it  have  thought  it  prudent  not  to  concern 
themfclves.  In  the  wintfcr  evenings  he  frequented 
Tom's  coffee-houfe  in  Devcreux  court,  then  the 
refort  of  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  men  for  learning 
and  ingenuity  of  the  time,  with  fome  of  whom  he  be- 
came entangled  in  difputes  and  altercations,  chiefly 
on  fubjefts  of  literature  and  politics,  that  fixed  on  his 
charafter  the  ftamp  of  haughtinefs  and  felf-conccit, 
and  drew  him  into  difagreeable  fituations. 

There  was  at  thatrime  a  man  of  the  name  of  Ballow, 
who  ufed  to  pafs  his  evenings  in  the  focicty  above- 
mentioned,  a  lawyer  by  profeflion*,  butof  nopraftice; 
he  having,  by  the  intereft  of  fome  of  the  Townihends, 
to  whom  he  had  been  a  kind  c^  law  tutor,  obtained  a 
place  in  the  exchequer,  ffhich  yielded  him  a  handfome 

-  *  He  wtj  xha  mthor  of  &  treadfe  on  eqinty,  in  folio,  poblilhed 
n^oot  a  nunc. 

income^ 
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income,  and  exempted  him  from  the  neceflity  of 
attending  WeftniifilKr'hall.  He  was  a  man  of  deep 
and  extenlive  learning,  but  of  vulgar  manan^;  and 
being  of  a  fplcnctic  temper,  envied  Akenlide  for  thaC 
'  eloquence  which  he  dilplayed  in  his  converfadon,  and 
fet  his  own  plunfeology  very  low.  Moreover  he  hated 
him  for  his  republican  principles  ;  and  finally,  being 
himfelf  a  man  of  folid  learning,  afiefted  to  treat  him 
•as  a  pretender  to  littrature,  and  made  It  his  ftudy  to 
provoke  him. 

One  evening  at  the  cojfee-houfe  a  difpute  between 
thefc  two  perfons  rofe  fo  iiigh,  that  for  fbme  ex- 
prejfion  uttered  by  Ballow,  Akenfide  thought  him- 
felf obliged  to  demand  an  apology,  which  not  being 
able  to  obtain,  he  fent  his  adverfarya  challenge  in 
writing.  -  Ballow,  a  little  deformed  man,  wdl  known 
as  a  iiiunterer  id  the  park,  about  Weftminfter,  and  in 
the  ftrects  between  Chaing  croCs  and  the  houfea  of 
parliament,  though  remai^cable  for  a  fword  of  an 
unufual  length,  which  he  conftandy  wore  when  he 
went  abroad,  had  no  inclination  for  fighting,  and 
declined  an  anfwcr.  The  demand  of  latisfaftion  was 
followed  by  feverai  i^iempts.  on  the  part  of  Akcnfide 
to  fee  Ballow  at  his'lodgings,  but  he  kept  dole,  till 
by  the  interpofition  of  friends  the  difference  could 
be  adjufted  * .  By  his  condud  in  this  bufmefs, 
Akenfide 

*  Thu  method  of  reTenting  afB-onta  offered  to  phjrjidaiw  ii  not 
new.  The. grave  and  placid  Dr.  Mead  wai  once  promkcd  to  it 
by  Dr.  Woodward  of  Grefham  college,  who,  in  the  excTaTe  of  ki« 
profeffion,  Iiad  £ud  or  done  romethiiig  to  offend  him:  he  went 
to  Woodward')  lodgings  to  demand  fiKuifaflion,  and  meeting  htm 
^ader  die  axch  in  the  way    from  the  ooter  coqn  to  the  green 
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Akenfide  acquired  but  little  reputation  for  couraga^ 
for  the  accommodation  was  not  brought  about  by  any 
concellions  of  his  adverfary,  but  by  a  refolution  from 
which  neither  of  them  would  depart,  for  one  woirid 
not  fight  in  the  morning,  nor  the  other  in  the  after- 
noon :  all  that  he  got  by  it  was,  the  character  of  an 
irafcible  man ;  and  many  who  admired  him  for 
his  genius  and  parts  were  fliy  of  becoming  his  inti- 
mates. Yet  where  there  was  no  competition  for 
applaufe  or  literary  reputation,  he  was  an  eafy  compa- 
'nion,  and  would  bear  with  fuch  rudcnefs  as  would 
have  angered  ^moft  any  one.  Saxby,  of  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  who  was  every  evening  at  Tom's,  and  by 
the  bluntnefs  of  his  behaviour,  and  the  many  ihrewd 
fayings  he  was  ufed  to  utter,  had  acquired  the  privi- 
lege of  Therfites,  of  faying  whatever  he  would,  was 
once  in  my  hearing,  inveighing  againft  the  profeffion 
of  phyfic,  which  Akenfide  took  upon  him  to  de- 
fend. This  railer,  after  labouring  to  prove  that  it 
was  all  impofture,  concluded  his  difcourfe  with  this 
ftntimcnt :  '  Doftor,'  faid  he,  *  after  all  you  have  iaid, 
'  my  opinion  of  the  profeffion  of  phyfic  is  this.  The 

*  ancients  endeavoured  to  make  it  a  fcience  and  faile-d  j 

•  and  the  moderns  to  make  it  a  trade  and  have  fuc- 

conrt,  dxiw  his  {Word  and  bid  iiim  defend  himfelf  or  beg  pardqn, 
>vltich,  it  is  fuppofed,  he  did.  This  rencounter  is  recorded  jn 
an  engraved  view  of  Grelhara  college,  inferted  in  Dr.  Ward'i 
■  lives  of  the  Cxeikam  profeflbrs,  in  which  Woodward  is  rcprcT 
:  fcQt^d  kpcding,  and  laying  his  Iword  at  the  fc?t  of  his  anta- 
gpniil;  and  was  thus  explained  to  me  by  Dr.  Lawrence  the  phy- 
fician.  Meitd  was  the  friend  and  patron  of  Watd,  which  muH 
l>e  fuppoied  to  have  been  hi»  indttcemetit  to  perpeEoate  an  event  fq 
foreign  lo  the  natute  of  his  work. 

*  cceded/ 
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'  cceded.'     Akcnfide  took  this  farcafm  in  good  part, 
and  joined  in  the  laugh  which  it  occafioned. 

The  value  of  that  precept  which  exhorts  us  to  live 
peaceably  with  all  men,  or  in  other  words  to  avoid 
creating  enemies,  can  only  be  eftimated  by  the  reflec- 
tion on  thofe  many  amiable  qualities  againO:  which  the 
negledt  of  it  will  preponderate.  Akenfide  was  a  maa 
of  religion  and  ftriift  virtue,  a  philofopher,  a  fcholar, 
and-  a  fine  poet.  His  converfation  was  of  the  moft 
delightful  kind,  learned,  inftruftive,  and  mthout  any 
affedtation  of  wit,  chearful  and  entertaining.  One  of 
the  pleafanteft  days  of  my  life  I  paffcd  with  him,  Mr.  ' 
Dyfon,  and  another  friend,  at  Putney  bowling-green 
houfe,  where  a  neat  and  elegant  dinner,  the  enlivemng 
funfliine  of  a  fummer's  day,  and  the  view  of  an  un- 
clouded flty,  were  the  leaft  of  our  gratifications.  In 
perfect  good  humour  with  himfelf  and  all  around  him, 
he  feemed  to  feel  a  joy  that  he  lived,  and  poured  out 
his  gratulations  to  the  great  dlfpenfcr  of  all  felicity  in 
expreffions  that  Plato  himfelf  might  have  uttered  on 
fuch  an  occafion.  In  converfations  with  felcft  friends, 
and  thofe  whofc  courfe  of  ftudy  had  been  nearly  the 
fame  with  hie  own,  it  was  an  ufual  thing  with  him  in 
libations  to  the  memory  of  eminent  men  among  the 
ancients,  to  bring  their  characters  into  view,  and  there- 
by give  occafion  to  expatiate  on  thole  paniculars  <^ 
their  lives  that  had  rendered  them  famous  1  his  method 
was  to  arrange  them  intO'  three  clafles,  philofophers,  ' 
poets,  and  legiflators. 

That  a  diarafter  thus  formed  Aould  fail  of  record- 
mending  hfclf  to  general  efteem,  and  procure  to  the 
ppijf  (Tor  of  it  thofe  bcnef^fs  which  it  is  in  the  power  of 
R  ^  mankind 
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mankind  to  befiow,  nuy  fecm  a  wonder,  but  it  it 
often  feen,  that  native  qualities  are  more  conducive 
to  this  end  than  pofitire ;  and  that,  with  '  no 
higher  a  character  thaa  is  atuinable  by  any  one  wbo 
widi  a  ftudious  taciturnity  will  keep  his  opinions 
to  himfelf,  conform  to  the  praftice  of  others,  and 
entertain  neither  frtendlhip  for  normmtty  againft  any 
one,  a  competitor  for  the  good  opinion  of  the  world, 
nay  for  emoluments,  and  even  dignities,  ftands  a 
better  chance  of  fuccefs,  than  one  of  the  moft  cflrab- 
IHhed  reputation  for  learning  and  ingenmty.  The 
-truth  of  this  difervation  Akenfide  himfelf  lived  to 
experience,  who  in  a  competition  for  the  place  of  phy- 
fician  to  the  Charterhoufe,  was  unable  to  prevail 
againft  an  oblcure  man,  devoid  of  every  quality  that 
might  ferve  to  recommend  him,  and  whofe  fole 
merit  was  that  of  being  diftandy  related  to  the 
late  lord  Holland. 

To  thofe  persons  who  have  been  difappointed  in 
their  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  medical  profeOion,  may 
be  added  one,  to  whom  his  failure  was  fb  far  from 
being  a  misfortune,  that  it  w«s  the  means  of  placing 
him  in  a  ftation  where  only  his  worth  could  be  known, 
and  of  exalting  him  to  dignities  in  which  he  rendered 
more  fervice  to  mankind,  than  he  could  have  done 
in  any  other  capacity  whatever.  This  was  Dr.  Seeker, 
the  late  archbiihop  of  Canterbury ;  of  whom  I  flialj 
relate  a  few  particulars  not  generally  known. 

We  are  told  by  the  reverend  authors  of  his  iife, 
jjrcfixed  to  his  fermons  pubiiflied  by  them,  that 
he  had  been  deftined  by  his  father  ftir  orders  among 
the  dilTenters ;  but  that  not  being  able  to  decide  oii 

fomo 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


Dr.  SAMUEt  JOHNSOW.  049 
(amb  abftnife  fpeculadve  doArines,  ikm- toVHetarmne 
abfolutely  wh»  (kHnmunkHi  he  ibould  embrace,  he  ap- 
pljedhjoifclf  cotbeftudyofi^yfic.  TothisfaftI  add, 
that  he  was  alfo  a  candidate  for  practice,  and  that  in  or- 
iJer  to  ohttki  it,  he  put  on  the  garb  of  a  phyfician ;  and 
■  for  a  year  or  fooie»rfut  more  frequented  Batlbn's 
coffee-hoiife  in  tiie  city,  but  had  never  any  calls  from 
riwnce*.  His  biographers  abovementioned  further 
fay,  that  being  recommended  by  Mt.  ^ertrank 
bi&op  Butler,  to  Mr.  Edward  Talbot,  a  fon  of  bi- 
ihqp  Talbot  i  that  gentleman  promifed  in  cafe  he 
chaie  to  take  orders  in  the  church,  to  engage  his  fa- 
dier  to  provide  for  him,  and  that  forefeeing  many 
oMbdes  in  his  purfuit  of  diis  |Mt>fefljon,  Mr.  Seeker, 
for  he  had  not  then  obtained  the  degree  of  do&or 
in  his  faculty,  embraced  the  offer.  They  add,  that  ia 
.  tiK  fummer  of  1 7  20,  he  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Talbot, 
and  diat  with  him  he  cultivated  a  dofe  acquaint*- 
ance.  This  I  conceive  was  not  till  after  he  had 
made  the  experiment  sboVenrtentioned,  and  determined 
on  the  change  of  his  profeflion.  Mr.  Talbot's  recotn- 
HKndation  of  his  friend  to  his  father  fucceeded,  but  he 
:ltved  not  to  fee  the  fruit  of  it ;  for  in  a  few  months 
after,  hewas  feized  with  the  fmall-pox  and  died ;  which 
laftparticular  agrees  with  the  following,  communicated 
to  me  by  a  perfon  of  iinqueftionable  veracity  j  viz.  that 
upon  the  firft  itppearance  of  the  diforder,  the  f)rmptoms 
were  very  unfavourable,  and  it  fcemed  neceflary  in. 
order  to  afTifl:  the  eruption,  that  fome  perfon  ihould 
'fleep  in  the  ikmc  bed  with  the  patient*    Mr.  Seeker 

*  Ex  relatione  Peter  Flood  the  tnsfter  of  the  cofEee-houfe,  vbo 
f  ementbcred  hit  coining  there. 

voluntarily 
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voluntarify  undertook  this  office,  and  though  it  failed 
c£  fuccefs,  gave  a  convincing  proof  of  his  gratitude 
to  oncwhofe  friendfliip  was  likely  to  prove,  as  it  af- 
Krwards  did,  the  making  of  his  fortunes. 

To  return  from  this  digrefTion,  die  club  in  Ivy  lanf, 
compofedof  thcpcrforisabove  defcribed,wasa  great  re-  ' 
fief  to  Johnfon  after  the  fatigue  of  ftudy,  and  he  gene- 
rally came  to  it  with  both  a  corporal  and  mental  appe- 
tite J  for  our  converfations  feldom  began  till  after  afup- 
per,  fo  very  folid  and  fubftantial,  as  led  us  to  think,  that 
with  him  it  was  a  dinner.  By  the  help  of  this  refec- 
tion, and  no  other  incentive  to  hilarity  than  lemonade, 
J<Jinfon  was,  in  a  fhort  time  after  our  aflembling,  transi- 
formed  into  a  new  creature  :  his  habitual  melancholy 
and  lafiltude  of  (pint  gave  wayj  his  countenance 
brightened ;  his  mind  was  made  to  expand,  and  his 
wit  to  fparkle ;  he  told  excellent  ftories ;  and  in  his 
didaftic  ftile  of  converfation,  both  inftrufted  and  dc» 
lighted  us.  " 

It  required,  however,  on  the  part  of  us,  who  con- 
ftdered  ourfclves  as  his  difciples,  fome  degree  of 
compliance  with  his  political  prejudices  :  the  greater 
number  of  our  company  were  whigs,  and  I  was  not 
a  tory,  and  we  all  faw  the  prudence  of  avoiding  to 
call  the  then  late  adventurer  in  Scotland,  or  his  adhe- 
rents, by  thofe  names  which  others  hefitated  not  to 
give  them,  or  to  bring  to  remembrance  what  had 
paffed,  a  few  years  before,  on  Tower -hill.  But  the 
greatcft  of  all  our  difEculties  was,  to  keep  alive  ia 
Johnfon's  mind  a  fcnfe  of  the  decorum  due  to  the 
age,  charafter,  and  profeflion  of  Dr.  Salter,  whom  he 
took  delight  in  contradifiing,  and  bringing  his  learn- 
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Ing>  his  judgment,  and  fometimcs  his  veracity  to  the 
teft.  And  here  I  muft  obferve,  that  Johnfon,  though 
a  high-churchman,  and  by  confequence  2  friend  to 
the  clergy  as  a  body  of  men,  was,  widi  relpeft  to  in- 
dividuals, frequendy,  not  to  fay  wanting  in  civility, 
but  to  a  very  great  degree  fplenetic  and  pertinacious.  . 
For  this  behaviour  we  could  but  one  way  account :  He 
had  been  bred  in  an  univerfity,  and  muft  there  have 
'  had  in  profpeA  thole  advantages,  thofe  ftations  in  lif^ 
t  or  perhaps  thofe  dignities,  which  an  academic  educa- 
tion leads  to.  Miffing  thefe  by  his  adverfe  fortunes, 
he  looked  on  every  dignitary  under  a  biftiop,  for  to 
thofe  of  that  order  he  was  more  than  fufficientlyre- 
fpcftful,  and,  to  defcend  lower,  on  every  one  that 
pofleflcd  the  emoluments  of  his  iMX>feffion,  as  occu- 
pying a  ftation  to  which  himfelf  had  a  better  title,  and, 
if  his  inferior  in  learning  or  mental  endowments,  treat- 
ed him  as  little  better  than  an  ufiirper. 

Dr.  Salter  was  too  much  a  man  of  the  world  03  re- 
fent  this  behaviour  ;  *  Study  to  be  quiet'  leemcd  to  be 
his  rule  -,  and  he  might  poffibly  think,  that  a  vidory 
over  Johnfon  in  any  matter  of  difpute,  could  it  have 
been  obtained,  would  have  been  dearly  purchafed  at 
the  price  of  peace.  It  was  neverthelefs  a  temerarious 
aft  in  him  to  venture  Into  a  focicty,  of  which  fuch  a 
man  was  the  head.  Dean  Swift  in  his  character  of 
Corufodes  • ,  has  fo  developed  the  arts  by  which  mere 
men  of  the  world  attain  to  ecclefiaftical  dignities  and 
preferments,  as  fhould  make  fuch  for  ever  cautious  how 
^ey  rifque  deteftion  j  and  accordingly  we  fee  that 

?  In  hu  eflay  on  the  iuet  of  cWgynxen. 
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jiuay  amockg  them  are  in  general  backvtrd  in  form- 
ing conoe^ions  andaQbciating  with  fchoJars  and  the 
learned  of  the  laity,  at  leaft  with  men  of  Johnfon's 
tonper*  wbo,  yii^c  hg  had  reaibn  to  cxpea:  learniog, 
acTcr  fheaved  mercy  to  ignorance. 

Hawkefwortb  was  a  man  of  fine  parts,  but  no  learn- 
ing :  lus  reading  had  been  irregular  and  defultory :  the 
Jtnowledge  he  had  acquired,  he,  by  the  help  of  a  good 
memory  retained,  fo  that  it  was  ready  at  every  call, 
but  on  no  fubjeft  had  he  ever  firmed  any  fyftem. 
AH  of  ethics  that  he  knew,  he  had  got  from  Pope's 
'.£lfiayonMan,'.aiid£piftl«Si  he  had  read  the  modem 
French  wiiccr;,  and  more  particularly  the  poets,  and 
with  the  aid  of  Kcill's  Introduftion,  Chambers's  Dic- 
tionary, and  other  fuch  common  books,  had  attained 
fuch  an  in%htinto  phyfics,  as  enabled  him  to  talk  on 
the  fubjcft.  In  the  more  valuable  branches  of  learn- 
ing, he  was  deikient.  His  office  of  curator  of  the 
Magazine  gave^him  great  opponunities  of  improve- 
ment, by  an  oxtenfive  correfpondence  with  men  of  all 
jprofeflions :  it  increafcd  his  Uttie  ftock  of  literature, 
and  fumilhed  him  with  more  than  a  competent  Ihare 
of  that  intelligence  which  is  neceflary  to  qualify  a 
man  for  converlation.  He  had  a  good  ihare  of  wit,  and 
^  vein  of  humour.  "With  all  thefe  talents,  Hawkcf- 
worth  could  be  no  other  than  an  inftrudive  and  enter- 
taining coii)panion. 

Of  a  far  more  valuable  kind  were  the  endowments 
of  Dyer ;  keen  penetration  and  deep  erudition  were 
the  qualities  that  fo  difl:inguilhed  his  charafter,  that,  in 
fome  inftances,  Johnfon  might  almoft  be  faid  to  have 
looked  up  to  him.     As  tiie  purpofe  of  our  meetings 

was 
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was  the  free  communication  of  fenumfcats,  aid  die 
enjoyment  of  focial  intercoarfe,  our  cenrerfgdoiHifcn 
unrHftrjuned,  and  the  fobjefts  iho-eof  mukifariaoa. 
Dyer  was  a  divine,  a  linguHt,  a  mattienTatician,  a  me- 
taphyficjan,  a  natoral  philofopher,  a  claffical  fcholar, 
and  a  critic ;  this  Johnfon  fav  and  felt,  and  never, 
but  in  defence  of  fame  fundamental  and  inqioRaac 
truth,  would  he  contradid  iiim.  The  deference  thin 
fliewn  by  Johnfon  to  Dyer,  may  be  faid  to  have  bee* 
involuntary,  or  rcfpeft  extorted ;  for  in  tficir  rdig^i 
bnd  political  fentimuits  their  diCigreemait  vras  fi> 
great,  ihat  lefc  of  it  would,  in  fomc  minds,  have 
engendered  hatred.  Of  the  fundamental  and  impor- 
tant truths  above-mentioned,  there  was  one,  namd^ 
the  nature  of  moral  obligation,  of  which  Jofanibn  was 
uniformly  tenacious.  Every  one,  verfcd  in  ftadies  «f 
this  kind,  knows,  that  Acre  are,  among  the  modems, 
thtcc  fefts  or  claffes  of  writers  on  mfflrality,  who, 
thou^  perhaps  deriving  their  refpeftive  tenets  from 
the  Sdcratic,  the  Academic  and  other  ancient  fchools, 
are,  in  thefe  times,  confidered,  at  leail;  as  the  guidos 
of  fe£l? ;  thefe  are  the  charafteriftic  lord  Shafic/barjr, 
Dr.  Samuel  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Wollafton :  the  firft  of 
thefe  makes  virtue  to  confift  in  a  courfe  of  aftion  con- 
formable to  what  is  called  the  moral  fenfe ;  Wollafton 
fays  it  is  a^ing,  in  all  cafes,  according  to  truth,  and 
'treating  things  as  they  arc ;  Dr.  Clarke  fuppofes  ail 
rational  agents  as  under  an  obligation  to  aft  agreeably 
to  the  relations  thar  fubfift  between  fuch,  or  according 
to  what  he  calls  the  Btncfs  of  things.  Johnfon  was 
ever  an  admirer  of  Clarke,  and  agreed  with  him  in  this 
and  WO&  other  cf  his  opinions,  excepting  in  that  of  the 
7  Trinity, 
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Trinity,  in  which  he  fad,  as  Dr.  Bentley,  though  iid 
very  found  believer,  had  done  before,  that  Dr.  Water* 
land  had  foiled  him.  He  therefore  fell  in  with  the 
fcheme  of  fitncfs,  and  thereby  profeflcd  himfclf  an  ad* 
verfary,  in  the  mUdeft  fenfe  of  the  word,  and  an  oppo-» 
nent  of  Dyer,  who,  having  been  a  pupil  of  Huichefon> 
favoured,  notwithftanding  his  fufpe^ed  infidelity,  this 
and  many  other  notions  and  opinions  of  lord  Shaftef* 
bury. 

To  fay  of  lord  Shafteftury  that  he  was  but  A 
fulpefted  infidel,  is  furely  treating  him  mildly,  and  I 
/orbear  to  tax  him  with  unbelief,  only  becaufe  in  his 
*  Letters  to  a  ftudent  at  the  UniverEty  * ,'  he  has  af-' 
fe£ted  to-  fpeak  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  as  if  half 
■perfuaded  of  its  truth.  Neverthclefs,  throughout  hia 
works  it  may  be  difcemed,  that  he  omits  no  oppor- 
tunity of  branding  it  with  fuperftition  and  enthufiafrnj 
and  of  reprefenting  the  primitive  profcflbrs  of  it  aa 
provoking,  by  their  factious  and  turbulent  ~  behaviour> 
thofe  perfecutions  from  whence  they  derive  the  glory 
of  martyrs.  For  thefe  fentiments,  as  alfo  for  the  in- 
vidious comparifons  he  is  ever  drawing  between  the 

*  A  young  man,  named  Mktiael  AinfWortli.  the  Ton,  aa  I  have 
been  infonned,  of  the  parifh  clerk  of  Winborne  St.  Giles  in 
Dorinlhire,  the  feat  of  the  Shaftelhnry  tamily,  whom  his  lord  Ihip 
fept  to  and  fupported  at  Oxford,  with  a  view  of  fettling  him  in  the 
church,  and  giving  to  it  a  divine  of  his  own  forming.  His  lordfhip, 
bowevn*,  fiuled  ofius  end  :  the  young  man,  if  not  in  hij  religiouj> 
in  his  political  principles  chofe  to  think  for  himfelf ;  he  might  bt 
B9  good  a  chriftian,  but  was  not  fb  good  a  whig  as  his  patron  in- 
tended him  to  be :  he  thereby  loft  his  fovour,  and  incnrred  the  ceo- 
five  of  ingratitude. 

4  phflofophers. 
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pMofophers  Plato,  Epiftetus,  Seneca  and  others, 
ajid  the  fathers^  and  his  many  contemptuous  fneers 
it  the  writers  on  the  fide  of  chriftianity,  Johnfon 
bore  him  no  good  will,  neither  did  he  feem  at  all  to 
relilhthe  cant  of  the  Shafteiburian  fchool,  nor  inclin- 
ed to  admit  the  pretentions  of  thofe  who  profelTed 
to  be  of  it,  to  taftes  and  perceptions  which  arc  not 
common  to  all  men  j  a  taftc  in  morals,  in  poetty, 
and  profe-writing,  in  painting,  in  fculpture,  in  mu- 
fic,  in  architefture,  and  in  government !  a  tafte  that 
ccnfurcd  every  produftion,  and  induced  them  10  re- 
ptvbate  every  effort  of  genius  that  fell  ftiort  of  their 
own  capricious  ftandard  *. 

Little  as  Johnfon  liked  the  notions  of  lord  Shaftef- 
bury,  he  ftill  lefe  approved  thofe  of  fome  later  writers, 
who  have  purfued  the  fanae  train  of  thinking  and 
reafoning,  namely,  Hutchefon,  Dr.  Nettleton,  and 
Mr.  Harris  of  Salifbury,  of  which  latter,  for  the 
many  £ngularities  of  fentiment  and  ftyle  in  his 
*  Hermes,'  he  fcrupled  not  to  fpeak  very  lighdy. 
There  is  a  book  extant,  intitled,  •  Letters  concern- 
'  ing  Mind,'  written  by  a  perfon  of  the  fame  fchool, 
named  Petyin,  which,  with  an  arrow  taken  from 
the  quiver  of  their  great  maftcr,  a  ftroke  of  ridicule 

•  See  lord  Shaftcfbory's  '  Letter  on  Dcfign,*  paffim,  in  which 
theft  fsmci&l  notioni  prevail,  that  a  tafle,  an  ear,  a  jud^ent) 
are  the  confequences  of  freedom,  or  dvil  libertyi  and  that 
not  having  attained  to  the  perfection  thereof,  onr  ecdeliafiical 
ftniCtureg,  pamcularly  the  metropolitan,  retain  much  of  what 
artifta  call  the  Gothic  kind;  and  compare  with  it  hit  own 
puerile  de^cei,  invented  with  gnat  labour  to  Ulnflnte  the  chx- 

Ihot 
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fliot  from  one  of  the  Idlen,  Johnibn  may  be  fairly  faid 
tt»  have  transfixed.  The  paff^e  U  in  a  high  dtgrte 
ludicrous,  and  will,  I  am  pcrfuadcd,  juftify  the  infer- 
tion  of  it  here  at  length. 

*  The  author  begins  by  dedaring,  that  tbejerls  of 

*  things  are  things  that  new  are,  have  been,  endfi>ail  hfi 
'.and  ihi  things, that  firiStly  ari.     In  this  pofition, 

*  except  the  laft  claufe,  in  which  he  ufes  fomething  of 

*  tht  fcholaftic  language,  there  is  nothing  but  vkv^x. 

'  every  man  has  heard,  and  imagines  hinnfclf  to  know.  ' 

*  But  vho  would  not  bciierc  that  fiime  wonderful  no-- 

*  velty  is  prefenced  to  his  intelledt,  when  he  is  after* 

*  wards  told,  in  the  true  bugbear  tkylc,  that  the  ares,  at 

*  the  former feftfe,  are  things  that  He  between  the  hare- 

*  bccns  and  fliall-bees.     The  have-bcens  are  things 

*  that  are  paft ;    the  Ihdl-bes  are  things  that  are  to 

*  come',  and  the  things  that  are,  in  the  latter  fetife, 

*  are  things  that  have  not  been,  narfi)all  he,  norftand  in 

*  themidflofJuA  as  are  b^ore  them,  or  Jhall  be  after 

*  them.     The  things  that  have  beent  and  Jhall  be,have 

*  reJ^eB  to  prefent,  paf,  and  future.  Thofe  likewtfe 
• .  that  now  are  hmje  moreover  place ;  that,  for  infiancef 

*  'jshicb  is  here,  that  nhicb  is  to  the  eaft,tbat  which  is  to 
'  thewejt. 

*  All  this,  my  dear  reader,  is  very  ftrange;  but 

*  ^ugh  it  be  ftrange,  it  is  not  new;  furvey  thefe 

*  wonderful'&nteRceS' again,  and  th^  will  be  found 
■  to  contain  nothing  more  than  very  plain  truths, 

*  which,  till  this  author  arofc,  had  always  been  deli- 
.*  ver<xl  in  plain  langu^.' 

That  Dyer  Ihould  be  a  friend  to  the  doftrinc  pf  the 
moral  fcnfe,  and  to  the  other  tenets  of  this  fchool,  is 

not 
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not  to  be  wondered  at,  feeing  that  he  was  a  pupil 
of  HutchefoD>  and  that  his  were  the  opinions  that 
prevailed  at  Glafgow,  where  he  taught,  and  alfo  at  > 
Leydcn,  whither  Dyer  and  many  of  his  fellow-ftudents 
in  that  univerflty,  removed.  Akenfide  and  Dyfbn, 
who  were  of  the  number,  were  deep  in  this  fcheme^ 
and  alio  abettors  of  that  fanciful  notion,  that  ridicule 
is  the  teft  of  truth. 

The  topics  above-mentioned  were,  not  unfrequent- 
ly,  the  fubjeits  of  altercation  between  Johnfon  and 
Dyer,  in  which  it  mig^t  be  obfervcd,  as  Johnfon  once 
did  of  two  difputants,  that  the  one  had  ball  without 
powder,  and  the  other  powder  without  ball;  for 
Dyer,  though  beft  flcillsd  in  the  controverfy,  was  in-> 
ferior  to  his  adverfary  in  the  power  of  reafoning,  and 
Johnfon,  who  was  not  always  mailer  of  the  quefiion, 
was  feldom  at  a  lols  for  fuch  fbphiftical  argumcnu 
as  the  other  was  unable  to  anfwcr. 

In  thefe  difputationa  I  had  (^)portunitles  of  obferv- 
ing  what  others  have  taken  ocaUion  to  remark,  viz. 
not  only  that  in  converfation  Johnfon  made  it  a  rule 
to  talk  his  beft,  but  that  on  many  fubjc£b  he  was  not 
uniform  in  his  opinions,  contending  as  ofcen  for  vic- 
tory as  for  truth :  at  one  time  good,  at  another  tvU 
was  predominant  in  the  moral  conftitution  of  the 
world.  Upon  one  occalion,  he  would  deplore  the 
non-obfcrvance  of  Good-Friday,  and  on  another  deny, 
that  among  us  of  the  prefent  age  there  is  any  decline 
of  public  worfliip.  He  would  fometimes  con  radi'i 
felf-evidcnt  propofuions,  fuch  as,  that  the  luxury  of 
this  country  has  increafed  with  its  riches ;  and  thai 
thepraftice  of  card-playing  is  more  general  than  herc- 

Voi.l.  S  tofors. 
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tofbre.  At  this  verfaulity  of  temper,  none,  howevcr> 
took  offence  j  as  Alexander  and  Csefar  were  bom  for 
conquell,  fo  was  Johnfon  for  the  office  of  a  fympofi- 
arch,  to  prelidc  in  all  conversations ;  and  I  never  y«C 
iaw  the  man  who  would  venture  to  conteft  his  rig^t. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  our  club  met  togedier,  with  the  temper  of 
gladiators,  or  that  there  was  wanting  among  us  a  dif- 
pofition  to  yield  to  each  other  in  all  diverfitics  of  opi- 
nion ;  and  indeed,  dlfpuuaon  was  not,  as  in  many 
aflbciations  of  this  kind,  the  purp<rfe  of  our  meeting : 
nor  were  our  eonverfations,  like  thofe  of  the  Rota 
club,  reftrained  to  particular  topics.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  may  be  f^d,  that  widi  our  gravcft  dlfcourfe* 
was  intermingled 

•  Mirth,  that  after  no  repenting  draws,' 

Milton. 

for  not  only  in  Johnfon's  melancholy  there  were  lucid 
intervals,  but  he  was  a  great  contributor  to  the  mirth 
of  converfation,  by  the  many  witty  fayings  he  uttered, 
and  the  many  excellent  ftorics  which  his  memory 
had  treafured  up,  and  he  would  on  occafion  relate; 
!•  that  thofe  are  greatly  miftaken  who  infer,  either 
from  the  general  tendency  of  his  writings,  or  that 
appearance  of  hebetude  which  marked  his  counte- 
nance when  living,  and  is  difccrnible  in  the  pifture* 
and  prints  of  him,  that  he  could  only  reafon  and  dif- 
cufs,  dictate  and  controul. 

In  the  talent  of  humour  there  hardly  ever  was  his 
equal,    except  perhaps  among   the  old    comedians, 

fuch 
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ftlch  as  Tarleton,  and-  a  few  others  mentioned  by 
Cibbcr.  By  means  of  this  he  was  enabled  to  give 
to  any  relation  that  required  it,  the  graces  and  aids 
of  exprefUon,  and  to  difcrimiaate  with  the  niceft  ex- 
aftnefs  the  characters  of  thofe  whom  it  concerned. 
In  aping  this  faculty  I  have  leen  Warburton 
difconcerted,  and  when  he  would  fain  have  been 
thought  a  man  of  pleafantry,  not  a  little  out  of  coun- 
tenance. 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  Johnfon's  nwrive 
for  the  inftitution  of  this  fociety  was,  his  love  of  con- 
verfation,  and  the  neceOity  he  found  himfelf  under  erf" 
feeking  relief  from  the  fatigue  of  compiling  his  difti- 
onary :  the  fame  neceffity  operated  ftlil  farther,  and 
induced  him  to  undertake,  what  moft  other  men 
would  hare  thought  an  additional  fatigue,  the  pub- 
lilhing  a  periodical  paper.  The  truth  is,  that  not 
having  now  for  a  confiderable  fpace  committed  to 
writing  aught  but  words  and  their  figaificatioDS,  his 
mind  was  become  tumid,  and  Idxiured  to  be  delivered 
of  thofe  many  and  great  conceptions,  which  for  years  it 
had  been  forming.  The  ftudy  of  human  life  and 
manners,  had  been  .the  chief  employment  of  hii 
thoughts,  and  to  a  knowledge  of  thefe,  all  his  read- 
ing, all  his  converfaiion,  and  all  his  meditations 
tended.  By  thefe  exercifes,  and  the  aid  of  an  ima- 
gination that  was  ever  teeming  with  new  ideas,  he 
accumulated  a  fund  of  moral  fcience,  that  was  vqoTt 
than  fufficient  for  fudt  an  undertaking,  and  became 
in  a  very  eminent  degree  qualified  for  the  office  of 
ao  inftruftor  of  mankind  in  their  greatcfl  and  inoft 
important  concerns. 

S  2  lam 
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I  am  fcnfible  of  the  contempt  and  ritMcule  with 
which  thofe  authors  are  treated  by  lord  Shafte(bury, 
who,  differing  from  his  favourites  the  ancients,  have 
preferred  to  their  method  of  writing  in  foliloquy  and 
dialogue,  the  more  authoritative  and  dida£tic  form 
d  elTays ;  but  who  knows  not  that  the  ways  by  which 
intelligence  and  wifdom  may  be  communicated  arc 
many  and  various,  and  that  Johnlbn  has  fallowed  the 
heft  exemplars  ?  What  arc  the  fapiential  books  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  all  collcftions  of  precepts  and  counfels, 
but  moral  eflays,  lefibns  of  oeconomical  prudence,  and 
rules  for  the  conduft  of  human  life  ? 

In  a  full  perfuafion  of  the  utility  of  this  mode  of 
in{h-u£tion,  it  undoubtedly  was,  that  Montaigne, 
lord  Bacon,  Ofbornc,  Cowley,  Sir  William  Temple, 
and  others,  in  thofe  excellent  difcourfes,  which 
they  have  not  fcrupled  to  term  eflfays,  have  laid  out 
riieir  minds,  and  communicated  to  mankind  that  flcil) 
in  worldly,  and  I  will  add,  in  heavenly  prudence, 
which  is  fcarccly  attainable  but  by  long  experience, 
and  an  exercife  both  of  the  aftive  and  contemplative 
life  i  and  to  difleminate  and  recommend  the  princi- 
ples and  praftice  of  religion  and  virtue ;  as  alfo,  to 
corrcd  the  lefler  foibles  in  behaviour,  and  to  render 
human  intercourfe  eafy  and  delightful,  was  the  avow- 
td  defign  of  thofe  periodical  efrays,  which,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century,  contributed  to  fomi  the  man- 
ners of  the  then  rifing  generation. 

A  long  fpace  had  intervened  fmce  the  publication 
of  the  Taders,  Guardians,  and  Spe£bUiors :  it  is  true 
it  had  been  filled  up  by  The  Lover,  and  The  Reader, 
The  Theatre,  The  Lay-monaftery,  The  Plain-dealer, 

The 
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The  Frec-thinker>  The  SpecuUtift,  The  Cenfor,  and 
other  produ£Bons  of  the  like  kind ;  but  of  fome  of 
chefc  it  may  be  &Ld,  that  they  were  nearly  ftitl-bom, 
and  of  others,  that  they  enjoyed  a  duration  little  more 
extended  than  that  of  the  ephcmeron:  fo  that  Johnfon 
had  no  competitors  for  applaufe  ;  his  way  was  open, 
and  he  had  the  choice  of  many  paths.  Add  to  this, 
that  a  period  of  near  forty  years,  in  a  country  where 
commerce  and  jts  concomitant  luxury  had  been  in- 
crcafing,  had  gjven  rife  to  new  modes  of  living,  and 
even  to  charafters  that  had  fcarccly  before  been 
known  to  exift.  The  clei^yman  was  now  become  an 
amphibious  being,  that  is  to  lay,  both  an  ecclefiaftic 
and  a  laic ;  the  ftately  ftalking  Ibp,  whofe  gait,  as 
Cibber  defcribes  it,  relembled  that  of  a  peacock,  was 
fuccccded  by  a  coxcomb  of  another  lixrcies,  a  fidget- 
ting,  tripping  animal,  that  for  agility  might  be  com- 
pared m  a  g^sho[^)er ;  the  fhofdceeperwas  transftHm- 
cd  into  a  merchant,  and  die  parGnxmious  fh>ck-  broker 
inm  a  man  of  gallantry;  the  apron,  the  badge  of 
mechanic  occupations,  in  all  its  varieties  of  ftuff  and 
colour,  was  laid  afide ;  i^yiicians  and  lawyen  were 
no  longer  diflinguilhable  by  thnr  garb;  the  former  had 
lud  afide  the  great  wig,  and  the  latter  ceaied  to  wear 
black,  except  in  the  aAual  exercife  oC  their  pto&f- 
fions  :  in  Ibor^  a  few  years  of  public  tranijuiUity  had 
tian^onncd  a  whole  natioD  imo  gaxAmnm. 

Infonale  life  the  refinements  were  aid  tobenoCed. 
In  conlequence  of  a  better  cducadon  than  it  had  been 
ofual  to  bcfiow  on  them,  women  were  become  pn^- 
cienis  in  literature,  and  a  man  mi^  read  a  lady's  letter 
without  bhifliii^  at  the  IpcUin^.  The  coavcaicncc 
S3    ^  of 
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of  turnpike- roads  had  deftroyed  the  diftindion  hetween 
town  and  country  mannerSj  and  the  maid  of  honour 
and  the  farmer's  wife  put  on  a  cap  of  the  lateft  fonn, 
almoH:  at  the  fame  inftant.  1  mention  this,  becaufe  it 
may  have  cfcaped  the  obfervation  of  many,  that  a  new 
fafhion  pervades  the  whole  of  this  our  idand  altnoll: 
as  inftantaneoufly  as  a  fpark  of  fire  illuminates  a  mafs 
of  gunpowder  *. 

Thefe,  it  may  be  faid,  were  but  foibles  in  the  man- 
ners of  the  times;  but  there  were  certwn  notions  and 
opinions,  which  having  been  diflcminatcd  fubfequent 


*  The  town-life  had  alfo  received  great  improvements,  whicJi 
have  fince  been  further  enended  ;  public  entcminincnts  are  now 
enjoyed  in  an  immediate  fuceeffion :  from  the  play  the  company 
are  generally  able  to  get  away  by  eleven,  the  hour  of  aflembling 
at  other  places  of  amufement ;  from  thefe  the  hour  of  retirement  is 
three,  which  gives,  till  noon  the  next  day,  niiie  hours  for  reft  ;  and 
after  that  foSicient  time  for  a  ride,  au^gns,  or  fhopping,  before 
live  or  fix  the  dinner  hour.  Nor  is  this  feeming  indulgence  and  im- 
moderate purfuit  of  pleafure  fo  inconfiAent  with  the  attendance  on 
public  worfhip  as  it  may  feem  :  metbodifm,  or  fomething  like  it, 
in  many  inftancex,  makes  them  compatible  ;  fo  that  I  hxve  known 
a  lady  of  high  rank  enjoy 'the  pleafnres  of  a  nut,  that  almofl 
barred  accefs  to  her  houle,  on  the  evening^  of  a  Smiday  which 
flie  had  begun  with  prayer,  and  a  participation  of  the  folemnities 
which  at  an  early  hour  in  that  day,  are  conftantly  celebrated  at  St. 
James's  chapel. 

For  molt  of  thefe  refinements  on  our  public  diverJions  we  are  in- 
debted to  the  late  Mrs,  Comelys,  to  whofe  elegant  talle  for  plea- 
fure the  magnates  of  Turin  and  BrufleU  were  fo  blind,  and  of  her 
wonl#ra  infenfilile,  that,  as  I  was  given  to  underftand  by  intelli- 
gence communicated  to  me  in  my  judicial  capacity,  they  feverally  ■  ■ 
^ve  her  out  of  both  thofe  cities  :  this  hofpitable  country,  however, 
alibrded  her  an  afylum  ;  and  in  Weftminftcr  flie  was  permitted  to 
improve  our  numners,  without  any  fiirther  interruption,  than  a 
prdcntswDt  of  her  houfe  as  a  nui^cc,  by  ■  grand  Jury  of  the 

county. 
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to  the  publication  of  the  laft  of  die  collections  of  eOiys 
above-mentioned,  efcaped  their  cenfure,  and  were  now 
become  principles  that  had  mif-led  many,  and  were 
likely  to  affea  the  moral  conduft  of  the  young  and 
unthinking  :  thefe  had  for  their  authors  and  propaga- 
tors fuch  men  as  Collins,  Mandevillef,  Morgan  and 
Tindal  j  the  firft  pair  deifts,  and  the  latter  infidels. 
And  to  thcfc  I  might  add,  thougji  I  would  not  brand 

eoantf,  nUch,  had  it  be«i  profecated,  it  mi^t  have  been  my  lot 
to  try ;  but  by  the  ud  of  her  Aicndi  Ihe  found  meuu  to  fino- 
ther  it.  Soon  >fter.  She  bccaine  a  prifoner  for  <febti  to  a  large 
ammmt  •  but  in  the  riou  in  1780  found  meani  to  efcape  Itchii  con- 
£nement,  and  hu  never  finer  been  beard  of. 

f  Mandeville,  whole  chriftian  name  ma  Benurd,  wu  a  native 
of  Don  in  Holland.  He  came  to  Biq;taBd  young,  and,  ai  Iw  lay> 
in  feme  of  his  writings,  wa«  lb  |rfeafed  with  the  country,  that  he 
took  up  his  refidence  in  it,  and  made  the  language  iat  ftndy.  He 
lived  in  obfcure  lodging*  in  London,  and  betook  himfelf  to  the 
profeflion  of  phyfic,  but  was  never  able  to  acquire  much  practice. 
He  was  the  author  of  the  bo^  above-mentioned,  as  alio  of  *  Free 
ThcMght*  on  Religion,'  and  '  a  Difcoutfe  on  Hypochondriac  Affedi- 
ona,'  which  Johnfun  would  often  commend  ;  and  wrote  befidej, 
fnndry  papers  in  the  'London  Journal,' and  other  ruckpublicadoni, 
to  favour  the  cafkun  of  drinking  fpirituous  liquors,  to  which  em> 
ploymentof  hb  pen,  it  is  fappofed  he  was  hired  by  the  diftillers.    ^  .^ 

I  once  heard  a  London  phyfician,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  ^S^i^vui 
oneof  that  trade,  mention  him  aj  a  good  fort  of  man,  and  one  that 
he  wa*  acquainted  with,  and  at  the  lame  time  alTert  a  &£t,  which 
I  fuppofe  he  had  learned  from  Mandeville,  that  the  children  of 
women  addiAed  V3  dram-drinking,  were  never  troubled  with  the 
rickets.  He  is  laid  to  have  been  coarfe  and  overbearing  in  hia 
manners  where  he  dnrA  be  lb  ;  yet  a  great  flatterer  of  fome  vulgar 
Dutch  merchants,  who  allowed  tiim  a  pcnlion.  This  laft  -informa- 
tion comes  from  a  clerk  of  a  city  attorney,  through  whofe  handt  the 
money  palled. 

$4  them 
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them  with  fo  harfh  an  appellation  as  the  laft^  Toland, 
Gordon,  Trenchard,  and  others  of  that  clifs  of  writers, 
tnen  who  having  drank  the  lees  of  the  Bangorian 
controvcrfy,  were  bectmae  fo  intoxicated  in  their 
notions  of  civil  aiid  religpbus  liberty,  as  to  talk  of 
the  majcfty  of  the  people !  and  fliewed  thcmfelves 
anxious  that  their  zeal  for  religion  might  be  eftiinated 
by  their  jealoufy  of  all  ellabliihmcnts  for  the  fupport 
of  it. 

The  flimfy  ailments  contained  in  CoUins's  dif- 
courfe  on  Free-thinking,  had  been  refuted  with  great 
learning  and  plcafantry  by  Bentlcy,  before  which 
time,  as  I  have  been  inform^,  a  clergyman  in  his 
habit,  "walking  the  ftrects  of  London,  was  in  danger 
of  being  afironted ;  but  the  poilpn  of  Mandeville  had 
affefted  many.  His  favourite  principle  is,  the  title 
to  the  moft  noted  of  all  his  books,  '  Private  vices, 
public  benefits,'  throughout  which  he  labours  to  in- 
culcate, as  a  fubordinate  poficion,  this  other,  that  man 
is  a  felfilh  being,  and  that  all  that  we  call  human 
beneficence  is  to  be  accounted  for  upon  principles 
that  exclude  the  love  of  any  but  ourfelves  *  . 

Johnfon  has  remarked,  that  malevolence  to  the 

.  clergy  is  feldom  at  a  great  diftance  from  irreverence 

for  religion.    He  faw  the  features  of  that  malevolence 

•  iMrd  Macclesfield,  when  chief- jiiftice,  was  oted  often  to  have 
him  at  his  houTe,  and  wai  pleafed  with  his  conveTfacion.  He  once 
got  Mr.  Addifbn  to  meet  him,  of  whom  being  aUted  bis  opinioa 
by  his  lorJdiip,  Mandeville  anfwered,  he  thought  him  a  parfon  in 
a  tye-wig.  See  Johnibn's  life  of  Addijbn  ainon|  the  Lives  of 
thePocii. 
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in  die  writings  of  thcTe  men,  and  the  point  at  which 
fiee-thinking  was  likely  Co  terminate;  and  taking  up 
the  defence  of  religion  where  Mr.  Addifon  left  it,  he 
made  it  a  pan  ol  his  defign  as  well  «>  adduce  new 
arguments  for  its  fupport,  and  to  enforce  the  prance 
of  virtue,  as  to  correft  thofe  errors  in  the  fin^iler 
concerns  and  occupations  of  life,  the  ridiculing  which 
rendered  his  paper  an  amufement. 

In  this  fituation  and  ftate  of  public  manners  Joha- 
fon  formed  the  plan  of  his  Rambler,  and  mth  what 
fpirit  he  entered  upon  it  may  be  inferred  from  the 
following  folemn  addrefs,  which  he  compofed  and 
offered  up  to  the  divine  Being  for  a  blefling  on  the 
undertaking: 

*  Almighty  God,  the  g^vcr  of  all  good  things,  with- 

*  out  whofe  help  all  labour  is  ineffeiftual,  and  without 
'  whofe  grace  all  wifdom  is  folly ;  grant,  I  bcfeech 
'  Thee,  that  in  this  undertaking  thy  holy  Ipirit  mxf 

*  notbewitb-held  from  me,  but  that  I  nuy  promote 
'  thy  glory,  and  the  falvation  of  myfelf  and  others  : 
'  grant  this,  O  Lord,  for  the  lake  of  thy  fon  Jefus 

*  Chrift.    Anwn.* 

The  work  vras  undertaken  without  the  commu- 
nication of  his  defign  to  any  of  his  friends,  and 
confequently  without  any  defire  of  afliftance  from 
them  t  it  was  from  the  ftores  o(  his  own  mind  alone 
that  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  fumiib  that  variety  of 
matter  which  it  would  require ;  which,  that  it  might  at 
no  time  fail  him,  he  kept  up  by  noting  in  a  common- 
place book  that  he  carried  about  him,  fuch  incidents, 
fentiments,  and  remarks  on  familiar  life  and  manners 
as  ^ere  for  his  purpofe.  This  method  of  accumulat- 
ing 
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i^g  intelligence  had  been  praftifed  by  Mr.  Addifon, 
and  is  hiimouroudy  defcribed  in  one  of  the  Speftatx)rs, 
vhercia  he  feigns  to  have  dropped  his  paper  <^  No- 
tsnda,  confifting  of  a  diverting  medley  of  broken  fcn- 
tcnces  and  loofe  hints,  ^ich  he  tdls  lA  he  had  col- 
Icded,  and  had  meant  to  make  ufe  of.  Much  of  the 
fame  kind  is  Johnfon's  Adverfaria,  as  will  appear  b^ 
the  following  fpecimens : 

*  HEREDIPETA  bom  heirprefumptiveto  great 
'  fortune.  —  Had  two  unkles  and  an  aunc—  Eldeft 

*  un.  fquire  and  fox-hunter  j  other  a  fea  captain  gtovtt 

*  rich, — Mother  a  citizen's  daughter.  —  Father  an 

*  attwney,  always  tald  me  of  the  riches  to  be  gotten 

*  by  pleafing  unk. — Made  a  fycc^hant  early— Hunt- 
'  ed,  found  hares,  caught  fifli,  with  the  elder  —  afked 

*  the  other  his  adventures,  foreign  countries.  Wilhed 

*  I  was  bred  to  fea  —  taken  at  word  **  no  knd  lubber 
•*  (hould"  [have]  "his  money."  Went  n> fea.  During 

*  voyage  eldeft  fell  in  hunting  died  —  Eftatc  cane 

*  to  his  brother'— He  manied  aunt's  maid,  the 
'  grofTnefs  of  his  behaviour  cutting  off  from  equals. 
'  Only  aunt  ranains  —  now  haunted  by  a  half  pay 

*  officer,  or  officer  of  the  guards,  a  young  gendeman 

*  with   a    place    at  court,   a  rich  widower  without 

*  children,  &c.  —  The  time  fpent  in  which  I  ftioiild 
'  have  acquired  the  means  trf"  living — Folly  of  diis 

*  kind  (rf"  dependence  —  Every  man  ftiould  live  by 
'  his  own  powers.    Flattery — flavcry— defeated  at 

*  length  by  footman  —  chambermaid — or  peeviflinefs 

*  or  caprice  of   age.      Ideas  —  hunting  —  cards  — 

*  failing — lailors    fate    any    manlion.     Thus    from 

*  3  fortunes  uncertain  of  any,  indeed  difabled  from 

'  getting 
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*  getting  with  credk  or  enjoying  wkh  dignity.    Pa- 

*  rents  folly  who  inftead  «f  animating  childrai  initiate 

*  them  in  ferviiity.    N. 

•  Vive  tibi,  nam  moriere  tlbi. 

*  Aunt  a  card-player — when  not  athuoung  play'd 
at  CM^s." 

In  the  above  article  we  difcern  the  rudiments  of  two 
moft  excellent  papers,  in  the  Rambler,  number  197, 
and  1 98,  the  defign  whereof  is  to  defcribc  and  ridicule 
the  folly  of  legacy-hunting. 

Here  follows  another,  in  which  is  contained  die 
hints  from  which  he  formed  that  humorous  relation 
of  a  Journey  in  a  Stage  Coach,  given  in  the  Adven- 
turcr.  Number  84. 

'  At   Gravefcnd    waiting    for  the  coaches — Ad- 

*  ventures  not  of  five  hours  but  half  one  —  Each 

*  entered  the   room    with  haughtinefs  — -  Each  iat 

*  filent  not  with  rererence  but  contwnpt— At  laft 

*  the  red  coat,  what  o'clock  —  Watch  —  not  go 
'  well  —  coft  40I.  —  Grave  man  calls  for  the  newi 
'  — Price  of.  ftocks,  fold  out  40,oool.  Red  coat 
'  filent  —  Only  one  that  efcaped  contempt,  a  young 
'  woman  who  wanted  a  fervice,   was  going  down 

*  and  was  very  officious  to  fcrve  the  company.     Red 

*  coat  wondered  at  our  filence,  told  us  how  much  he 

*  loved  to  be  on  a  level  with  his  company.  —  i  Wo- 
'  man,  hard  for  women  of  any  condition  to  wait  lb 

*  long  in  public  •^—  informed  that  flie  was  a  fer- 

*  vant  mad  married  to  a  trader.  Another  obfcrved 
'  hoff  frequendy  peofile  of  great  figure  were  in  fuch 

'  places 
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'  places  in  difguife^  and  the  pleafure  of  fbmednKs 

'  appearing  below  ourielves. 

'  Jam  vaga  proIUiet  frxtm  natura  renwtb. 

•  How  hard  (dixit  qusedam)  for  people  ufcd  to 

*  their  own  coaches  to  ride  in  mixed  company  * . 

•  The  collection  tbove-roentioiied  coataiiu  aU>  Jtim!ba'i  own 
OjMiuouf ,  fcntitnenu  on  fcveral  fubjefii,  uul  among  them  the  fbl~ 
loMing  on  writers  for  bread,  &om  whence  m  learn  hu  gemiilM 
fentimcnti  of  that  profeffion ; 

•  QmdexpediTitPlituait. 
'  Realbns  of  writing,  benevolence,  defire  of  fame.vuiity,  hmger, 

*  cnrioTtty  to  know  the  rate  of  &  nun'i  own  nnderftanding.  Whick 

*  moft  julBfiable.     All  may  be  fergiren  if  not  .perMed  in,  bat 

*  writing  for  bread  molt,  RUb  tali  tuithrai  txcu/t,  Rofc.    If  write 

*  well,  not  lefi  innocent  or  laudable  than  prefcribing — pleaduig~ 

*  judging —  fighting,  tranfafiing  public  aiiiin,  much  better  than 

■  cringing,  carrying  a  white  ft>ff  or  TOting.     If  ill,  fiult  wiA 
'  le&  hsoaid   to  the   public   than  othcn.     The  prefcribcr— 

■  pleader — juilge  hurt  othen.     He  only  bookfeller  wbo  will  boi 
'  venture  much  upon  a  new  name.     Controverfy  fidjnciaiu,  if 

*  more  to  be  got  ononefideyetargamentthefame. 

•  The  greateft  writen  have '  [written]  '  for  bread— Homer— 

*  Shalcelpear —Dryden — Pope.     Patoi  nan  fame — Degente  de 
.'  fani  et  afiame  d'argent. 

<  IncoiveniencM  of  this  life.  To  the  public ;  the  pre&  ii  croud- 

■  ed  with  many  books,  yet  thii  may  diffiife  knowledge,  and  leaves 

*  Ida  room  for  vanity,  fometimea  it  may  cboak  the  way  to  ^tteri, 

*  and  hinder  learning  but  rarely.     To  themfelvet  moil  inoonven. 

*  feldom  above  want,  eodleft  labour,  always  a  new  work,  fob- 

■  fcriptions  foliated,   fhamelelt  importunity,  meannefi,  patnmi 

*  and  encouragera  to  be  got,  wretched  ubleiiiiioufne&,  companion* 

*  of  polite   follies,    vicei,   dedication,    hateful    flattery,    utmoft 

*  ambition  or  hope  fmall  ^lace,   youth  of  labour,    dd  age  of 
'  dependence.     This  place  otten  not  got.  Gay. 

Being 
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Being  thus  ftored  with  matter,  Johnfon  proceeded 
to  publifli  his  paper;  and  the  firft  number  came 
^road  on  Tuefday  the  twentieth  day  of  March, 
1750. 

It  was  the  office  of  a  cenfor  of  manners  to  curb  the 
irregularities  into  which,  in  thefe  new  modes  of  liian^ 
the  youthfiil  of  both  fexes  were  apt  to  fall,  and  this 
he  endeavoured  to  efFeft  by  gentle  exhortation,  by 
fober  reproof,  and,  not  feldom,  by  the  powers  of  wit 
and  ridicule ;  but  with  what  fuccefs,  others  arc  as 
well  able  to  tell  as  myfelf ;  however,  if  that  is  to  be 
judged  of  .by  the  fale  of  the  paper,  it  was  doubtlels 
great,  for  though  its  reception  was  at  fiift  cool,  and 
its  progrcfs  flow,  the  world  were  too  wife  to  fuffer  it 
to  fink  into  oblivioa  :  it  was  coUeAed  inro  volumes, 
and  it  would  be  too  much  for  any  one  to  iay,  that 
ten  irapreflions  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  each,  of  » 
book  fraught  with  the  foundeft  precepts  of  cecono^ 
mical  wifdom,  have  been  difleminatcd  in  vun. 
-  On  the  firft  publication  of  the  Rambler  it  met  with 
a  few  readers  who  objected  to  it  for  certain  particular 
lities  in  the  ftyle,  which  they  had  not  been  ufed  to  in 
papers  of  the  like  kind,  new  and  original  combina- 
tions of  words,  fentences  of  an  unufual  form,  and 
words  derived  from  other  languages,  though  acconv- 
modated  to  the  genius  of  our  own ;  biit  for  thefe 
fuch  reafons  are  alTigned  in  the  clofe  of  the  laft  paper, 
9s  not  only  are  a  defence  of  them,  but  Ihew  them  to  be 
improvements  pf  qur  language. 

Of  fingularity  it  may  be  obferved,  that,  in  general, 
it  is  originality,    and    therefore  not    a  defcA,    and 
that  all  is  not  tumidity  which  men  of  little  and  con- 
fined reading  pleafe  to  call  fo.    It  is  from  a  fcrvile 
S  7  '  imitation 
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imitation  of  others,  and  the  ufe  of  whole  phraTes  and 
fcntences,  and  cuftomary  combinations  of  vrords,  that 
the  variety  of  ftyles  is  not  nearly  as  great  as  that  of 
faces.  The  vulgar  opinion  is,  that  the  ftyle  of  thi> 
century  is  the  perfeiftjon  of  our  language,  and  that 
we  owe  its  ultimate  and  final  improvement  to  Mr. 
Addifon,  and  when  we  make  his  cold  and  languid 
periods  the  tcft,  it  is  no  wonder  if  we  miftake  ftrength 
and  animation  for  tumidity. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  remark  the  error  and  mif- 
foriune  of  thofe  who  are  blind  to  the  excellencies  of 
ftyle  that  occur  in  the  works  of  many  Engliih  profe 
writers  of  the  laft  century,  which  are  rejefted  for 
no  better  a  reafon,  than  that  in  them  wc  fmnetimea 
meet  with  words  not  now  in  common  ufe.  A  reader 
ignorant  of  the  ftatc  of  our  language  at  different" 
periods,  wid  not  converfant  with  the  writings  of  ages 
long  paft,  is  an  incompetent  judge  of  the  fvibjeA,  and 
his  opinion  of  flyles  of  no  weight  or  value.  Such  a 
one  we  may  fuppofe  hardly  reftrained  from  cenfuring 
the  ftyle  of  our  liturgy,  compiled  for  the  moft  part  fo 
long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fixth,  and  the  an- 
tiquated phrafe  of  the  ftate-^apers  in  the  Cabala,  the 
Burleigh,  Sidney  and  Straffordc  colleftions,  notwith- 
flanding  they  feverally  contain  the  moft  perfeA  models 
of  precatory  eloquence  and  civil  negociation. 

I  find  an  opinion  gaining  ground  not  much  to  the 
advantage  of  Mr.  Addifon's  ftyle,  the  charafteriftics 
whereof  are  fecblcnefs  and  inanity.  I  fpeakofthat 
alone,  for  his  fenriments  are  excellent  and  his  humour 
exquifite.  In  fome  inftanccs  he  adopts  vulgar  phrafe, 
as  when  he  calls  an  indifcreet  aftton  a^Wfi?  of  folly, 
and  too  often  ufes  the  expletive  adverb  aleng,  thus. 

Come 
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C(»ne  4^  with  me.  Yet  lam  not  willing  to  deprive 
him  of  tbe  lunour  implied  in  Johnfon's  teftimony, 
*  that  his  profe  is  the  model  of  the  middle  ftyle  j'  but 
if  he  be  but  a  nnediocrift,  he  is  furcly  not  a  fubjea:  of 
imicadon  j  it  being  a  rule,  that  of  examples  the  bcft 
are  always  to  be  iUefted. 

That  Johnfon  owed  his  excellence  as  a  wiiur  to 
the  divines  and  others  of  the  laft  century,  myielf  can 
amft>  who  have  bem  the  witne&  of  his  courfe  of 
reading,  and  heard  him  declare  his  fentiments  of  their 
works.  Hooker  he  admired  fw  his  logical  precifion» 
Sanderibn  for  his  accutenels,  and  Taylor  for  hit 
amazing  erudidon ;  Sir  Thomas  Browne  for  his  pe- 
netration,  and  Cowley  for  the  cafe  and  unaffeded 
ft-ufture  erf"  bis  periods.  The  tinfel  of  Sprat  dif- 
gufted  him>  and  he  could  but  juft  endure  the  fmooth 
verbofity  of  TiUotfoo.  Haounond  and  Barrow  he 
thought  involved,  and  t^the  latter  that  he  was  unne- 
ccOarily  pioUx. 

It  may  pefhaps  be  thought,  as  his  literary  acqu^n^ 
tance  was  exteniive,  and  the  toil  of  compiling  hia 
diftionary  very  great,  that  Johnfon  was  helped  in  the 
publication  of  the  Rmibler  by  the  communicadcuM  of 
others  J  but  this  was  not  the  faftj  he  forbore  to  folicit 
afltftance,  and  few  prefumed  to  offer  it,  fo  that  in 
the  whole  feries  of  thofe  papers,  we  know  with  cer- 
tainty of  only  four  that  were  not  of  his  own  writing. 
Of  thefe,  No.  30,  was  fcnt  him  by  Mrs.  Catherine 
Tdbot,  daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Talbot  herein  before 
fpokenofi  No.  97,  byMr.  Richardfon,thcauthorof 
ClarifTa,  and  numbers  44  and  100,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Carter  ofDeal,  alady  to  whofe  reputation  for  learning, 

and 
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and  the  moft  eftimable  qualiries  of  her  fex,  no  praife  of 
mine  can  make  any  addition.  Hence  arifcs  that  uni- 
fonnity  of  fubjcft  and  fentiment  which  diftinguiihcs 
the  Rambler  from  other  papers  of  tfic  like  kind  j  but 
how  great  muft  its  merit  be,  when  wanting  the  chami 
(rf"  variety  and  that  diverfity  of  charafters,  which,  by 
the  writers  of  th«n,  waa  thought  neceffary  to  keep 
attention  awake,  it  could  fupport  itfelf  «>  the  end, 
and  make  inftruAicm  a  fubftitute  for  amufemcnt! 
Nor  can  this  defeft,  if  it  be  any,  be  deemed  a  devia- 
tion fitMTi  John&n's  original  purpole,  which  was  not 
Jo  much  to  inftruft  yoiing  perfons  of  both  fexes  in  the 
manners  of  the  town,  as  in  that  more  important 
fcience,  the  conduft  of  human  lifej  it  being  certain,' 
that  he  had  it  in  his  power  as  well  to  delight  as  to  in- 
ftruft  his  readers^  and  this  he  has  inromeinftancesdone, 
not  only  by  the  introduction  of  B<flirious  chanters' 
and  fancied  portnuts,  but  by  ironical  farcafms  and 
original  ftrokes  of  wit  and  humour,  chat  have,  per- 
haps, excited  more  fmiles  than  the  writings  of  many, 
-whofe  chief  purpofe  it  was,  like  that  of  L'ECbange 
and  odiers,  to  make  their  readers  merry. 

And  hence  we  may  take  occafion  to  obferve,  the 
error  of  thole  who  diftinguifli  fo  widely  between  iTien 
of  ftudy  and  reBedion,  and  fuch  as  are  hackneyed  in 
the  ways  of  the  world,  as  to  fuppofe  the  latter  only 
qualiBed  to  inftrui^  us  in  the  offices  of  life.  Lord 
Chefterfield,  in-  his  letters  to  his  fon,  takes  every  oc- 
cafion to  exprcfs  his  hatred  of  an  univerfity  educa- 
tion, to  brand  it  with  pedantiy,  and  to  declare  that 
h  unfits  a  man  for  focial  intercourfe.  Some  have 
afferted,  that  travelling  b  the  only  means  to  atuin  a 
knowledge 
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knowledge  of  mankind)  and  tite  captain  in  Swift,  in  « 
Ids  excenJive  view  of  human  li&i  f«eare  th» 

*  To  give  a  young  gentleman  right  education, 

•  The  itrtiy's  the  voj  bcft  fchool  in  the  nation.* 
To  lay  the  truth,  there  are  numbcra  of  men  who 

contemn  all  knowledge  derived  from  books,  and  pre- 
fer CO  it  wha  they  call  turning  over  the  great  volume 
of  the  world.  I  had  once  a  gardener  that  Could  not 
endure  the  mention  of  Miller's  didJOTiary,  and  would 
contend  with  me>thac  *pradice  was  every  thing  j'  and 
innumerable  arc  the  inftanccs  of  men  who  oppolc 
mother-wit  to  acquired  intelligence,  and  had  rathct 
grope  their  way  through  the  world,  than  be  indebted 
for  inftruAion  to  the  refearches  of  othos.  Such  men 
asthefe,  in  £tuadons  they  have  not  been  accuftomed 
to,  are  ever  aukward  and  diffident )  and  it  is  for  a 
reaibn  nearly  a-Idn  to  this,  that  few  rakes  are  able  ta 
look  a  modefl:  woman  in  the  hcc.  On  the  contrary,  dis 
attainments  of  Johnfon  were  fuch  as,  notwithftanding 
his  home-breeding,  gave  him  confidence,  and  quali- 
fied him  for  the  coAVerfatioft  of  petions  of  all  laoks, 
conditions,  chara^rs,  and  pFofeflions,  fo  that  Ho 
fooner  had  the  Rambler  recommended  itfelf  to  the 
favour  of  the  public,  and  the  aiidior  was  known  to 
be  of  eafy  accefs,  than  his  acquaintance  was  fought, 
and  even  coyrted,  by  perfons,  of  whom  many,  with  all 
the  im{»OTement  of  travel,  and  the  re&iements  of 
court-manners,  thought  that  ibmewhat  worth  know- 
ing was  to  be  learned  from  the  converfation  of  a  man, 
whofe  fortunes  and  courfe  of  life  had  precluded  him 
from  the  like  advantages. 
Vot,  I.  t  Johnfon*« 
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Johnfon's  taknt  for  cridcifin,  both  preceptive  snd 
contrive,  is  now  known  and  jufUy  celebnuedi  and  had 
he  not  diffJi^red  it  in  its  utmoft  luftrc  in  his  Lives  of 
th«  Poea,  we  Ihould  have  lameiued  that  he  was  fo 
Iparing  of  it  to  the  Rambler,  which  fecmed  to  be 
a  vehicle,  of  all  others  the  moft  proper,  for  that  kind 
of  communication.  An  eulogiumon  KdoUcs's  Hif- 
cory  of  the  Turks,  and  a  fevere  cenfure  of  the  *  Samfon 
Agonifles'  of  Milton  are  the  only  critical  cflays  there 
K>  be  found ;  to  the  latter  he  fcems  ro  have  been 
prcKnpted  by  no  better  a  motive,  than  that  hatred 
of  the  au^or  for  his  political  principles  which  he  is 
known  to  have  entertained,  and  was  ever  ready  to 
avow.  What  he  has  remarked  of  Milton  in  his  Lives 
of  the  Poets  is  undoubtedly  true :  he  was  a  political 
cnthuliaft,  and,  as  is  evident  from  his  panegyric  on 
Cnxnwett,  a  bafe  and  abjeA  flatterer.  His  ftyle  in 
controverfy  was  farcaftic  and  bitter,  and  oot  confiftent 
with  chriftian  charity  j  and  though  his  apol<^iIb 
endeavour  to  defend  him  by  tiie  praftice  of  the  times, 
there  were  in  his  time  better  exemplars  than  he  chofe 
to  follow,  the  writings  of  JqweI7Mede»  Hooker,  Dr. 
Jackfon,  and  others,  his  predeceflbrs  in  religious  and 
political  controverfy  j  nw  does  he  fecm  in  his  private 
chara£ber  to  have  poflefled  many  of  thofe  qualities 
that  moft  endear  men  to  each  other.  His  fiiends 
were  few,  Andrew  Marvel,  Marchmont  Ncedham,  and 
the  younger  Vane ;  and  Cyriac  Skinner,  Harringron, 
Hemy  Nevil,  John  Aubrey,  and  others,  membo^  of 
that  crack-bramed  aflonbly  the  Rota-club,  all  repub- 
licans J  and  diere  is  reafon  to  fufpeft,  from  the  ftem- 
Rcfk  of  Us  cemper>  and  the  rigid  difcipUne  of  his 
family. 
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family,  diat  his  dotneftic  manners  were  far  from 
amiable,  and  that  he  was  neither  a  kind  hufband  nor 
an  indulgent  parent.  But  neither  thefe  nor  thofe  other 
qualities  that  rendered  him  both  a  bitter  enemy 
and  a  railing  difputant,  could  juftlfy  riie  feverity  of 
Johnfon's  criticifm  on  the  above-mentioned  poem, 
nor  apologize  for  that  harlh  and  groundlds  cenfure 
■which  clofes  the  firfl:  of  his  difcourfes  on  it,  that  it  is 

*  a  tragedy  which  ignorance  has  admired,  and  bigotry 

•  applauded.' 

The  rcfledion  on  that  enmity  of  Johnibn  towards 
Milton,  whicli  I  have  above  remarked,  leads  me  to 
mention  another  inftance  of  it,  which  about  this  time 
fell  under  my  obfervation.  A  man  of  the  name  of 
Lauder,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  educated  in  the 
univerfiiy  of  Edinburgh,  had,  for  reafons  that  will 
hereafter  be  given,  conceived  a  hatred  againft-  the 
memory  of  Milton,  and  formed  a  fcheme  to  con- 
vift  him  of  plagiarifm,  by  fliewing  that  he  had 
inferted  in  the  Paradifc  Loft  whole  paiTages  taken 
from  the  writings  of  fundry  modern  Latin  poets, 
namely,  Mafenius  the  jcfuit,  Taubman  a  German 
profeflbr,  the  editor  of  Virgil,  and  joint  editor  with 
Gruter  of  Plautus,  Staphorftius  a  Dutch  divine, 
and  other  writers  Icfs  known;  and  of  this  crime 
he  attempted  to  prove  him  guilty,  by  publilhing 
inftances  in  forged  quotations,  inferted  from  time  to 
time  in  the  '  Gendcman's  Magazine,'  which  not  being 
detefted,  he  made  additions  to,  and  again  publiflied 
in  a  volume  intided  *  An  Efiky  on  Milton's  ufe  of 
and  imitation  of  the  modems  in  his  Paradife  Loft, 
dedicated  to  the  Uniyerfiries  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bndge,  8vo.  175P.'  While  the  book  was  in  the 
Ta  P«fii 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


i7fi  THELIFEOF 

prcfi,  the  proof  (heeo  were  fubmitted  to  the  in- 
]peftion  of  our  club,  by  a  member  of  «  who  had 
an  intereft  in  its  publication,  and  I  could  all  along 
obfcrre  that  Johnlon  feeffied  to  approve,  not  only  of 
the  defign  but  of  the  argument,  and  feemed  co  cxulc 
in  a  perfuafion,  that  die  reputation  of  Milton  was 
likely  to  luffcr  by  this  difcoveiy.    That  he  was  not 
privy  to  the  impofture  I  am  well  pcrfuaded,  but  that 
he  wilhed  well  to  the  argument  mufl  be  inferred  from 
the  preface,  which  indubitably  was  written  by  Johnfon* 
The  chaises  of  plagiariftn  contained  in  this  produc- 
tion, Lauder  has  attempted  to  make  out  by  citations 
to  a  very  great  number,  from  a  I^tin  poem  of  Jacobus 
Mafenius  a  jefuit,  imitled,  '  Falslba  ligata:  eloquen- 
tire,'  from  the  •  Adamus  exul'  of  Grotius,  the  *  Trium- 
phus  Pacis'  of  Cafpar  Staphorffius  a  Dutchman,  from 
the  Latm  poems  of  Calpar  Barlcus,  and  the  works  of 
many  other  writers.     For  a  time  the  world  gave 
credit  to  them,  and  Milton's  reputation  was  finking 
under  them,  tilt  a  clergyman  of  great  worth,  learn- 
ing and    iinduftry,    Mr.    now  Dr.  John  Douglas, 
prompted  at  firft  by  mere  curiofity,  fet  himfelf  to 
find  out  and  compare  the  parallel  pallages,  in  the 
doing  whereof  he  difcovercd,    that  in  a  quotation 
from    Siaphorftius,    Lauder  had    interpolated  eight 
lines  taken  from  a  Latin  tranflation  of  the  Paradife 
Loft,  by  a  man  named  Hogasus  or  Hog,  and  Of^fed 
them  to  the  paflage  in  the  original,  as  evidence  of 
Milton's  plagiarifm.      Proofs  of  the  like  fraud  in 
palTages  cited  fram  Taubn:ian  and  many  others  are 
■produced  by  Dr.  Douglas ;  but  a  finglc  inftance  <rf 
the  kind  would  have  been  fufficicnt  to  Waft:  the  credit 
of  his  idvcrlary.  » 

Having 
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Having  made  theft  difcoverics.  Dr.  Douglas  com- 
municated them  to  the  world  in  a  pamphlet  intitled, 

*  Milton  vindicated  from  the  chaise  of  plagi»rifm, 

*  brought  againft  him    by  Mr.  Lauder,  &c.    8vo. 

*  1750.'  Upon  the  publication  thereof  his  bookftt- 
iers  called  on  Lauder  for  ajuftification  of  themfelvcs, 
and  a  con^raiation  of  the  chat^  j  but  he,  with  a 
degree  of  impudence  not  to  be  exceeded,  adcnow- 
ledged  the  interpolation  of  the  books  by  him  cited, 
and  feemcd  to  wonder  at '  the  folly  of  mankind  in 

*  making  fuch  a  rout  about  eighteen  or  twenty  lines.* 
However,  being  ii  ftiort  time  after  convinced  by  John-  . 
fon  and  others,  that  it  would  be  more  for  his  intereft 
to  make  an  ample  confelEon  of  his  guilt,  than  to  fee 
mankind  at  defiance,  and  ftigmatize  them  with  folly ; 
he  did  fo  in  a  letter  addrelfed  to  Mr.  Douglas,  pub- 
lilhed  in  quarto,  i75i>  beginning  thus  : 

*  Candour  and  tendemefs  are  in  any  relation,  and 

*  on  all  occafions,  eminently,  amiable ;  but  when  they 
^  arc  found  in  an  adverfary,  and  found  lb  prevalerit 
'  as  to  overpower  that  zeal  which  his  caufe  excites, 

*  and  that  heat  which  naturally  increafes  in  the  profe- 

*  cution  of  argument,  and  which  may  be  in  a  great 

*  meafure  juftified  by  the  love  of  truth,  they  certainly 

*  appear  with  particular  advantages ;   and  it  is  im- 

*  poflible  not  to  envy  thofe  who  poflcfi  the  friendlhip 
'  of  him,  whom  it  is  even  fome  degree  pf  good  for- 

*  tune  to  have  known  as  anenemy. 

•  I  will  not  fo  far  diflcmble  my  weakjjefs,  or  my 
«  fault,  as  not  to  confefs,  that  my  wifli  was  to  liavc 
■  paffed  undetefted ;  but  fince  it  has  been  my  fortune 
'  to  f^  in  my  original  dcfign,  to  have  the  fuppofidoui 

T  3  *  paflage* 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


278  THELIFEOF 

*  pafiages  which  I  have  inferred  in  my  quotations 

*  made  known  to  the  world,  and  the  fhade  which 
'  began  to  gather  on  the  fplcndour  of  Milton  totally; 
'  difpcrled,  I  cannot  but  count  it  an  allevationof  my 

*  pain,   that  I  have  been  defeated  by  a  man  who 

*  knows  how  to  iife  advantages  with  fo  much  mode- 

*  ration,  and  can  enjoy  the  honour  of  conqueft  with- 

*  out  the  infolencc  of  triumph. 

•  It  was  one  of  the  maxims  of  the  Spartans,  not  to 

*  prefs  upon  a  flying  army,  and  therefore  their  enemies 

*  were  always  ready  to  quit  the  field,  bccaufe  they 

*  knew  the  danger  was  only  in  oppofing.    The  civi- 

*  lity  with  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  treat 
''  mc,  when  you  had  inconteftable  fuperiority,  has  in- 

*  clined  me  to  make  your  vidtory  complete,without  any 

*  furthcrftruggle,andnotonly  publicly  to  acknowledge 
«  the  truth  of  the  charge  which  you  have  hitherto  ad-^ 

*  vanced,  but  to  confefs,  without  the  leafl:  diflimula-. 

*  tion,  fublerfuge,  or  concealment,  every  other  inter-. 

*  polation  I  have  made  in  thofe  authors,  which  you 

*  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  examine. 

*  On  the  fuicerity  and  punftuality  of  tlus  confelTion, 
«  1  am  willing  to  depend  for  all  the  future  regard  of 

*  mankind,  and  cannot  but  indulge  fome  hopes,  that 

*  they  whom  my  offence  has  alienated  from  mc,  may, 

*  by  this  inftance  of  ingenuity  and  repentance,  be  pro- 

*  pitiated  and  reconciled.  Whatever  be  the  event,  ( 
<  fhall  at  lead  have  done  all  that  can  be  done  in  re- 
■  paration  of  my  former  injuries  to  Milton,  to  truth, 
«  and  to  mankind,  and  entreat  that  thofe  who  fhaU 
«  continue  implacable,  will  examine  their  own  hearts, 

*  whether  they  have  not  committed  equal  crimes  with- 

*  out  equal  proofs  of forrofr,  or  equal  afls  of  atonement.' 

Then 
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Then  follow  the  citations,  fooK  c^  which  appear 

to  he  gratuitous,  that  is  to  fay>  fuch  as  had  efb^ied 

the  detection  of  the  author's  adverfaty. 
He  then  proceeds  to   afltgn  the  motive  for  his 

attempt  to   fobvert   the  reputation  of  Milton,    in 

chefe  words: 

*  About  ten  years  ago,  I  publilhed  an  edition  of 

*  Dr.  Johnllon's  TranQation  of  the  Ffidms,  and  having 

*  procured  from  the  general  aflembly  of  the  church 

*  of  Scodand,  a  rec«nmendation  of  its  ofe  to  the 

*  lower  dafles  of  grammar-fchools,  into  which  I  had 

*  begun  to  introduce  it,  though  not  without  much 

*  controverfy  and  oppofition,  I  thought  it  likely  chat 
'  ]  Ihould,  by  annual  publications,  improve  my  litde 

*  fortune,  and  be  enabled  to  fuppoit  tnyfelf  in  &ee- 
'  dom  from  the  miferies  of  indigence.    But  Mr.  Pop^ 

*  in  his  malevolence  to  Mr.  Benfon,  who  had  diftin* 

*  guilhed  himfelf  by  his  fondnefs  for  the  fame  ver- 

*  fion,  deftroyed  all  my  hopes  by  a  diftich*,  in  which 

*  he  places  Johnllon  in  a  contemptuous  comparifoo 

*  with  the  author  of  P«adife  Loft. 

'  From  this  time,  all  my  prwfes  of  Johnfton  be- 
'  came  ridiculous,    and  I  was  cenfored  witii   great 

*  freedom,  for  forcing  upon  the  fchools  an  auliiorf 

*  whom  Mr.  Pope  had  mentioned  only  as  a  foil  to  a 
'  better  poec    On  this  occafion,  it  was  natural  not  to 

*  be  pleafed,  and  my  refentment  feeking  to  difchai^ 

*  itfeU*  fomeiriiere,  was  unhappily  directed  againA 

*  On  two  unequal  crntchci  propt,  he  [fienlbnj  cane, 
MiltQn')oadii>,oiithatone  Johnlloa'j  Mine. 

DhocuuI,  book  iv,  tine  109. 

T4  Milton. 
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*  MUton.     I  refolved  to  attack  his  fame,  and  founM 

*  fomc  paflagcs  in  curfbry  reading,  which  gave  me 

*  hopes  of  ftigmarizing  hitn  as  a  pla^ary.  The  far- 
<  ther  I  carried  my  fearch,  the  more  eager  I  grew  for 
'  the  di&OTeiy,'  and  the  inore  my  hypothefis  was  op- 

*  pofed,  the  more  I  was  heated  with  rage,    The  con- 

*  fequence  of  my  blind  paflion,  I  need  not  relate  % 
'  it  has,  by  your  detection,  become  fipparent  to  man-. 

*  kind.    Nor  do   I   mention   this   provocadon  u 

*  adequate  to  |he  fiiry  vhich  I  have  ftiewn,  but 
f  as  a  caufe  of  anger  leis  fhameful  and  reproachfbl 

*  dian  fraAious  malice,  perfi>iul  enry,  or  national 
^  jealouly.' 

The  concluding  par^raph  of  this  confelHon  carriei 
in  it  fuch  an  appearance  of  contrition,  that  few  who 
red  it  at  the  umc  could  withhold  that  forgivenefs 
vhich  it  implores ;  thefe  are  the  words  of  it : 

*  For  the  violadon  of  truth,  I  offbr  no  exqife,  be-> 

*  caufe  I  well  know,  that  nothing  can  excufe  ic    Nor 

*  will  I  ^gravate  my  crime,  by  difingenuous  pallia- 

*  tions.    I  confefs  it,  I  repent  it,  and  refolve,  that  my 

*  firft  offence  Ihall  be  my  laft.    More  I  cannot  pcr- 

*  form,  and  more  therefore  cannpt  be  required.   .1 

*  intreat  the  pardon  of  all  men,  whom  I  have  by  any 

*  means  induced  to  fupport,  to  countenance,  or  pa-i 

<  tronizc  any  frauds,  of  in^ich  I  think  myfelf  obliged 

*  to  declare,  that  not  one  of  my  friends  was  confcious. 
»  I  hope  to  defcrve  by  better  conduct  and  more 
'  ufeful  undertakings,  that  patronage  wljich  I  have 

<  obtained  from  the  molt  illuftrious  and  Tenerd^le 
'  iwme&  by  militprcfentation  and  dcluDon,  and  tQ 
f  appear  hereafter  in  fuch  a  character,  as  Ihall  give 

*  yo« 
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'  you  no  reaf<Hi  to  rc^u,  that  your  name  is  frequently 

*  mentioned  with  that  of, 

'  Reverend  Sir, 
*  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

*  WiLLiAU  Lauder.' 

Notmthftanding  this  humiliating  and  abjeft  con- 
fcflion,  which,  though  it  was  penned  by  Johnfon  *j  . 
■  i¥as  fubfcribcd  by  himfelf,  Lauder  had  the  impu- 
dence, in  a  poftlcript  thereto,  in  effeft  to  recraft  it,  by 
jwetending  that  thedefign  of  his  cffay  was  only  to  try 
how  deeply  the  prepoffeOlon  in  favour  of  Milton 
was  rooted  in  the  minds  of  his  admirers;  and  that 
the  ftratagem,  as  he  calls  it,  was  intended  co  impofe 
only  on  a  few  obftinatc  perfons ;  and,  whether  that 
was  {q  criminal  as  it  has  been  reprefented,  he  leaves 
the  impartial  mind  to  determine. 

After  the  publication  of  this  letter,  the  pcrufcrs  of 
it  retted  in  a  cwi^dion  of  the  ^dllainy  of  its  author, 
Arengthened  by  the  inconiiftcncy  between  the  reafons 
affigned  in  that  and  thofe  in  the  poftfcript.  Never- 
thelefs,  in  the  year  1754,  re&lving  to  attack  Milton 
in  another  quarter,  Lauder  publilhed  a  pamphlet  inti- 
lied,  *  King  Charles  I.  vindicattd  from  the  charge  of 
'  plagiarifm  brought  agunft  him  by  Milton,  and 
'  Milton  hin^felf  convicted  of  forgery  and  a  grofi 
f  impofition  on  the  public'  The  defign  -of  this 
pamphlet  was,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  friends 
to  the  memory  of  Charles  by  ihcwing,  that  the  prayer 
of  Pamela,  in  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  Arcadia,  was,  by  an 
artifice  of  Milton,  inferred  in  an  edition  of  the  Eikon 
Bafilike,  with  a  view  m  fix  on  the  king  a  charge  of 
impiety. 

*  Vide  infra,  the  iccoant  ofifnbfeqaaitpablicatioiiof  Laader'i. 

With 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


282  T  H  E    L  I  F  E    O  F 

With  this  qucftion  I  meddle  not ;  I  have  only  to 
obTerve  upon  Lauder's  pamphlet,  that  the  argument' 
is  introduced  by  a  defence  of  his  effay,  and  an  aflertion, 
that  his  lejter,  which  he  fays  was  written  by  Johnfon, 
in  many  refpe^  contained  not  his  fendmems,  and 
was,  more  properly  than  an  apoIogy>  an  enormous  ag- 
gravation of  his  offence  I  and  is  purfued  with  a 
declaration  of  the  author>  in  the  lincerity  of  his  heart, 
that  had  not  Milton  with  fuch  unparalleled  malignity 
blafted  the  king,  he  woujd  not  upon  any  conndcration 
have  either  offered  a  violence  to  truth,  put  an  impo- 
lition  on  the  public,  though  but  for  a  mon:)ent>  or 
atterrptcd  to  Waft  Milton's  reputation  by  a  falf 
Ihood. 

Behc^  here  a  rea(bn  far  differing  from  each  of  the 
two  former  j  the  firft  was  a  provocation  given  him  by 
a  diftich  of  Mr.  Ft^'s,  the  fecond  was  a  defire  by 
ft  {lratagcm>  as  he  calls  it,  to  try  how  far  the  partia]ity 
of  MiUwi's  admirers  would  lead  them,  and  this  laft 
is,  his  refentmcnt  of  mi  injury  done  to  the  memory 
of  king  Charles  the  firft.  If  wc  ^  which  of  thefe  ii 
the  tfue  one  ?  the  anfwer  muft  be,  neither ;  for  it  ap-* 
jtears  that  Lauder  had  projciftcd  an  edition  of  Mafe-. 
nius  end  other  of  the  Latin  poets  referred  to  in  hia 
effay,  and  that  in  order  to  obtain  fubfcriptions  for  the 
£tme,  he  had  been  guilty  of  the  vickednefs  imputed 
to  and  proved  upon  him. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  this  laft  pan^ihlet  of 
Lauder,  as  it  is  for  its  impudence  matchlels,  I  hert 
give,  and  in  the  doing  thereof  confign  his  memory  to 
that  infamy,  which,  by  his  complicated  wickednefs  he 
has  incurred. 

<  M 
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•  As  for  his  [Milton's]  plagiarifms,  I  intend  fliordy, 
'  God  willing,  to  cxtraft  fuch  genuine  proofs  from 

*  thofe  authors  who  held  forth  the  lighted  torch  to 
*"  Milton,  I  mean,  who  Ulullratcd  the  fubje£t  of  die 

*  Paradife  Loft,  long  before  that  prince  of  pl^arie* 

*  entered  upon  it,  as  may  be  downed  fuffleient,  not 

*  only  to  replace  the  few  interpolations,  (for  Which  t 
*■  have  been  fo  hideoudy  exclaimed  againft)  but  even 

*  to  reinforce  the  charge  of  plagiarifm  againft  the 

*  EngliJh  poet,  and  fix  it  upeir  him  by  litefragablc 

*  conviftion  inthcfaceof  thewholeworld,  iaridbyUie 

*  fuffrage  of  all  candid  and  impartial  judges^  while 

*  fun  and  moon  fliall  endure,  to  the  everlafting  fliame 

*  and  confufion  of  the  whole  idolatrous  rabble  of  his 

*  numerous  partizans,  particularly,  my  vain-glorious 

*  advcriary,  who  will  reap  only  the  goodly  harvcft  of 

*  difappointment  and  difgrace,  where  he  expefted  to 
"  gather  laurels,* 

In  1756,  Dr.  Douglas  publifhed  a  new  edition  of 
his  pamphlet,  with  the  tide  of  *  Milton  no  plagiary, 

*  or  a  deteftion  of  the  forgeries  contained  in  Lauder's 

*  eflay  on  the  imitations  of  the  moderns  in  the  Paradife 

*  Loft ;'  w  Ais  is  an  appendix,  contuning  part  of  an 
apology  of  Lauder's  bookfellers,  for  having  been  the 
publifticrs  of  his  effay,  in  which  they  give  an  account 
of  their  conduft,  after  the  firft  difcovery  of  his  villainy, 
in  the  following  words ;  *  An  immediate  application 
'  to  Lauder  was  neceffary^  as  well  to  juftify  ourfelves, 

*  as  to  remove  or  confiim  the  charge.  Accordingly, 
"■  we  acquainted  him,  that  if  he  did  not  inftandy  put 
'*  into  our  hands  the  books  from  which  he  had  taken 

*  the  principal  pafTagcs,  we  would  publicly  difclaim 
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*  all  connexion  with  him,  and  expofc  his  declining 

*  the  only  ftep  left  for  his  defence.  This  declaration 
'  brou^t  him  to  us  the  following  day,  when,  with 
'  great  confidence^  he  acknowledged  the  interpolation 
'  of  all  the  books ;  and  fccmed  to  wonder  at  mankind 

*  in  making  fuch  a  rout  about  eighteen  or  twenty 

*  lines.    As  this  man  then  has  been  guilty  of  fuch 

*  a  wicked  impofitlon  upon  us,  our  friends,  and  the 
'  public,  and  is  capable  of  fo  daring  an  avowal  of  it, 

*  we  declare,  that  we  will  have  no  farther  intercouife 
'  with  him,  and  that  we  now  fell  his  book  only  as  a 

*  curiofity  of  fraud  and  interpolation,  which  aU  the 

*  ages  of  literature  cannot  parallel !' 

With  a  charafter  thus  blafted,  it  was  next  to  im- 
poinble  for  this  man  K)  continue  in  England ;  he 
therefore  left  it,  and  went  to  fettle  at  Barbadoes,  pro- 
pofing  to  fet  up  a  fchool  there ;  but,  upon  his  arrival 
on  the  iftand,  he  met  with  finall  encouragement,  ancj 
Is  fud  to  have  died  about  the  year  i77i< 

As  Johnfon,  though  not  in  die  leaft  an  accelTary  to 
the  impofture  above  related,  had  a  confidcrable  Ihar? 
in  the  controverfy  that  it  gave  rife  to,  it  fecmed  to 
me  neceflary  to  be  thus  particular  in  ^ving  fuch  an 
account  thereof  as  would  concentrate  iqto  one  point 
all  that  was  written  on  the  fubje£t,  and  convey  to 
pofterity  the  hiftory  of  a  tranfaftion,  the  like  whereof 
is  not  to  be  found  among  the  records  of  literature. 
It  is  too  fad  a  truth,  diat  learning  and  refUtude  of 
mind  are  qualities  independent  of  each  other,  an4 
that  the  world  has  in  all  ages  abounded  with  example* 
of  men  of  great  erudition  who  have  been  wandngio 
compion  honefty.    We  read  of  men  who  have  cor- 

fupte4 
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nipted  the  Holy  Scriptures  with  a  view  to  favour 
a  particular  herefy  ;  and  of  monks  who  have  foi^ 
charters  to  promote  the  fecular  intercfts  of  their  fra- 
ternity :  thefe,  though  wicked  aftions,  muft  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  fprung  from  a  principle,  which,  having 
for  its  objeft  a  common  benefit,  had  fomewhat  of 
gcnerofity  in  it :  but  the  motives  of  this  impoftor 
were  all  of  the  felfifti  kind,  revenge  for  a  fuppofed 
injury  done  to  himfelf,  and  an  impatience  to  be  re- 
lieved from  his  own  peculiar  and  pcrfonal  wants  and 
diftrefles;  and  though  it  was  for  fomc  time  thought 
that  his  confeflion  had  atoned  for  his  offence,  we  find 
it  was  in  faft  an  aggravation  of  it :  In  as  much  at 
it  was  not  fincere,  it  was  a  repentance  to  be  re- 
pented of  J  and  indeed  in  one  fenfe  he  fccms  to  have 
thought  lb,  for,  in  his  laft  publication,  he  retraft* 
it,  and  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  fill  up 
the  meafure  of  his  iniquity,  he  defies  his  det^ftor, 
whofe  endeavours  were  to  beget  in  him  that  fenfe  of 
fliame  which,  as  it  is  ever  the  forerunner  of  penitence, 
has  ever  been  deemed  falutary. 

Great  thanks  are  due  to  this  learned  divine  and 
eminent  fcholar  for  the  zeal  and  induftry  manifefted 
by  him  in  the  courie  of  this  fingular  controverfy, 
and  every  judicious  reader  muft  rejoice,  that  through 
his  means  our  great  poet  has  been  refcued  from 
an  infamous  charge,  and  that  we  may  yet  read 
the  *  Paradife  Loft'  without  a  fufpicion  of  its  ori- 
ginality. 

To  return  to  Johnfon,  I  have  already  faid  that  he 
paid  ho  regard  to  time  or  the  ftated  hours  of  rcfeftion, 
or  even  reft ;  and  of  this  his  inattention  I  will  here  relate 
4"notableinftance.  Mr^  Lenox,  a  lady  nowwcU  known 
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.  in  the  liter,ary  world,  had  written  a  novel  intitled,  *  The 
•  life  of  Harriot  Stuart,*  whichinthelpring  of  1751, 
was  ready  for  publication.  One  evening  at  the  club, 
Johnlbn  propofed  to  us  the  celebrating  the  birth  of 
Mrs.  Lenox's  firft  literary  child,  as  he  called  her  book, 
by  a  whole  night  fpcnt  in  felHvity.    Upon  his  men- 

,  tioning  it  to  me,  I  told  him  I  had  never  fat  up  a  whole 
jiight  in  my  life  j  but  he  continuing  to  prcfs  me,  and 
faying,  that  I  Ihoutd  find  great  delight  in  it,  I,  as  did 
«U  the  reft  of  our  company,  confentcd.  The  place 
appointed  was  the  Devil  tavern,  and  there,  about  the 
hour  of  eight,  Mrs.  Lenox  and  her  hufband,  and  a 
lady  of  her  acquaintance,  now  living,  as  alfb  the  club» 
and  firiends  to  the  number  of  near  twenty,  aHembled. 
Our  fupper  was  elegant,  and  Johnfon  had  directed 
that  a  magnificent  hoe  apple-pyc  fliould  r.iake  a  part  ■ 
of  it,  and  this  he  would  have  ftuck  with  bay-leaves, 
becaufe,  fbrfooth,  Mrs.  Lenox  was  an  authorefs,  and 
had  written  vcrfes }  and  further,  he  had  prcpar- 
ed  for  her  a  crown  of  laurel,  with  which,  but  not 
till  he  had  invoked  the  mufes  by  feme  ceremonies  of 

,  his  own  invention,  he  encircled  her  brows.  The 
night  paffed,  as  muft  be  imagined,  in  pleafant  conver- 
fadon,  and  harmlefs  mirth,  intermingled  at  different 
periods  with  the  refrelhments  of  cofite  and  tea. 
About  five,  Johnfon's  face  Ihone  with  meridian  fpien- 
dour,  though  his  drink  had  been  only  lemonade  t  but 
the  far  greater  part  of  us  had  deferted  the  colours  of 
Bacchus,  and  were  with  difficulty  rallied  to  partake 
of  a  fecond  refreftiment  of  cofiee,  which  was  fcarcely 

■  ended  when  the  day  began  to  dawn.    This  pheno- 

■  menon  began  to  put  us  in  mind  of  our  reckoning ; 

but 
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but^wuttrs  were  all  fo  overcome  with  Oeep,  thtt 
ic  was  two  hours  before  we  could  get  a  bill,  and  it  was 
not  till  near  eight  that  the  creaking  of  the  ftreet-door 
gave  the  Cgnal  for  our  departure. 

My  mirth  had  been  confidcrably.abatcd  by  a  fevwe 
fit  of  the  tooth-ach,  which  had  troubled  me  the  greater 
part  of  the  night,  and  which  Bathuril  endeavoured  ca 
alleviate  by  aU  the  topical  remedies  and  palliatives  he 
could  think  of  i  and  I  well  4;emanber,  at  the  inlbuu 
of  my  going  out  of  the  uvern-door,  the  fenGition  of 
flume  that  afic&ed  me,  occafioned  not  by  refle&ioa 
Oft  any  thing  evil  that  had  pa0ed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
■night's  entertainment,  but  on  the  resemblance  it  bore 
to  a  debauch.  However,  a  few  turns  in  the  Temple, 
and  a  bteakfaft  at  a  neighbouiiog  coffee-houfe,  enabled 
,  me  to  overcome  it.  ^ 

In  the  foregoing  pages  I  have  afligned  the  niotivea 
diat  induced  Johnfon  to  the  inllitution  of  the  club, 
and  the  writing  of  the  Rambler ;  and  here  I  may  add, 
.thai  his  view  in  both  was  fo  far  anfwcred,  as  that  the 
amufements  they  afforded  him  contributed,  not  only  to 
relieve  him  from  the  fatigue  of  his  great  work  the 
di£Uoaary>  but  that  they  ferved  to  divert  that  ok' 
lancholy,  which  the  public  now  too  well  knows  was 
the  difeafe  of  his  mind.  For  this  morbid  affe£Uon> 
as 'he  was  ufed  to  call  it,  no  caufe  can  be  aCTignedi 
nor  will  it  gratify  curiofity  to  lay,  it  was  conftitutional, 
or  that  it  dtlcavered  itfelf  in  his  early  youth,  aqd 
(uuinted  him  in  his  hours  of  recreation  t  and  it  is  biit 
a  furmile  that  it  might  be  a  latent  concomitant  of 
chjU  difeafe,  which,  in  his  infancy,  had  induced  his 
mother  to  /eck  ccUef  from  the  royal  touch.    His 
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own  conjefturc  was,  that  he  derived  it  from  his  fatkeff 
of  whom  he  was  ufed  to  fpeak  as  of  a  man  in  whofe 
temper  and  charaftcr  melancholy  was  predominant. 
Under  this  perfuafion,  he  at  the  age  of  about  twenty, 
drew  up  a  ftate  of  his  cafe  for  the  opinion  of  an 
eminent  phyfician  in  Staffbrdfhire,  and  from  him 
received   an   anfwer,    *  that   from   the    fymptoms 

*  therein  defcribed,   he  could  think  nothing  better 

*  of  his  difordcr,  than  that  it  had  a  tendency  to  in- 
■  fanity  j  and  without  great  care  might  poflibly  ter* 

*  minate  in  the  deprivation  of  his  rational  faculties/ 
The  dread  of  fo  great  a  calamity  was  one  inducement 
with  him  to  abflain  from  wine  at  ccrt^n  periods  of 
his  life*  when  his  fears  tn  this  refpeA  were  greateft  p 
but  it  was  not  without  fomc  reluftance  that  he  did 
it,  for  he  has  ofbn  been  heard  to  declare,  that  wine 
was  to  him  fo  great  a  cordial,  that  it  required  all 
his  rcfolution  to  refift  the  temptations  to  cbricty. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  public,  that  during  a  period 
of  two  years,  the  depreflion  of  his  mind  was  at  no 
time  fo  great  as  to  incapacitate  him  for  fending  forth 
a  number  of  the  Rambler  on  the  day^  on  which  it 
became  due ;  nor  did  any  of  the  elTays  or  difcourfe* 
therein  contained,  either  in  the  choice  of  fubjefts  or 
the  manner  of  treating  tncm,  indicate  the  kaft 
fymptom  of  drooping  faculties  or  laflitude  of  ipiHt. 
Nevcrthclefs,  whether  the  conftant  meditation  on 
fuch  topics  as  moft  frequently  occur  therein,  had 
not  produced  in  his  mind  a  train  of  ideas  that  were 
-pow  become  uneafy  to  him,  or  whether,  that  intenfe- 
nefs  of  thought  which  he  muft  hare  exerted,  fiHt,  in 
die -conception,  and  nezl^  in  the  delivery  c^  fucK 
orig^nd 
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original  and  noble  fentimcnts  as  thefc  papers  ^und 
With>  hsd  not  made  the  relaxation  of  his  mind  ne- 
ceffary,  he  thought  proper  todifcontinue  the  Rambler 
at  a  time  when  its  reputation  was  but  in  its  dawn. 

The  paper  in  which  this  his  refolution  is  an- 
nounced, is  that  of  March  14, 17  5  2,  which  concludes 
the  work.  As  he  had  giren  his  readers  no  warning 
■of  his  intention,  they  were  unprepared  for  the 
fhock,  and  had  the  mortification  to  receive  the  rid- 
ings and  the  blow  at  the  fame  inftant,  with  the  ag- 
grayation  of  a  fympathetic  melancholy,  excited  by 
the  mournful  exprefTions  with  which  he  takes  his 
leave.  And  though  he  affeds  to  think  the  reafons 
for  difcontinuing  the  publication  a  fecret  to  his  rea- 
den,  it  is  but  too  apparent  diat  it  was  written  in  the 
hours  of  dejeftion,  and  that  die  want  of  afliftance 
and  encouragement  was  not  the  weakdl:  of  his  mo- 
tives. Of  the  former  of  thele  two  he  had  furely  no 
right  to  complain,  for  he  was  fo  far  from  being  ever 
known  to  wifh  for  alTiftance,  riiat  his  moft  intimate 
friends  fcemed  to  think  it  would  have  been  preflimp- 
tion  to  offer  it.  The  want  of  encouragement  indeed 
might  be  a  juftifiable  caufe  of  difcontent,  for  I  have 
reafon  to  think  that  the  number  of  papers  taken  oflT 
hardly  amounted  to  five  hundred  on  any  of  the  days 
of  publication.  Neverthelefs,  the  flow  circulation  of 
the  paper  was  to  be  accounted  for  by  other  reafons 
thah  that  the  author  was  never  a  favourite  with  the 
public,  a  rcfteftion  that  would  have  been  but  excuf-: 
able,  had  his  imitations  of  Juvenal  become  wafte 
paper,  or  his  Irene,  inftead  of  being  fuffercd  to  run 
nine  nights,  been  configned  to  oblivion  on  the  firft ; 
Vol.  I.  U  for 
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ibr  it  muft  be  confidercd,  that  the  merits  of  the 
Rambler  were  of  a  kind  not  likely  to  recommend  it  to  ' 
thofe  who  read  chiefly  for  amufemcnt,  and  of  readers, 
this  clafs  will  ever  be  by  much  the  moft  numerous : 
the  fubjccts  therein  difcuffed  arc  chiefly  the  weighdeft 
and  moft  important,  refpe£ting  more  our  eternal  than  ' 
temporal  happinefs  f  and  that  thefe  were  the  obftacles 
to  the  progrels  of  his  paper,  himfclf  has  unawares 
confefled  in  his  apology  for  the  conduft  of  it.  •  I 
'  have  never,'  fays  he,  *  complied  with  temporary 
'  curiofity,  nor  enabled  my  readers  to  difcufs  the 

*  topic  of  the  day.    I  have  rarely  exemplified  my 

*  aflcrtions  by  living  charafters  j    in  my  papers  no 
'  man  could  look  for  cenfures  of  his  enemies  or  praifes 

*  of  himfclf  J  and  they  only  were  expedtcd  to  perufe 
'  them,  whofe  paffions  left  them  leifure  for  abflrafted 

*  truth,  and  whom  virtue  could  pleafe  by  its  naked 

*  dignity.* 

Towards  the  clofc  of  this  laft  paper,  he  feems  n> 
refer  to  '  the  final  fentcncc  of  mankind,'  with  a 
fort  of  prefage,  that  one  more  deliberate  than  that 
to  which  he  was  fubmitting  might  be  more  favour- 
able to  his  l^ours.  He  little  thought  at  this  time  to 
what  length  the  juftice  of  mankind  would  goj  that 
be  fhould  be  a  witnefs  to  the  publication  of  the  tenth 
edition  of  the  Rambler,  or  that  his  heart  would  ever 
be  dilated,  as  his  friends  can  teftify  it  was,  with  the 
news  of  its'  being  tranflated  into  the  Ruffian  lan- 
guage. 

Much  mig^t  be  faid  in  commendation  of  this  ex- 
cellent work  J  but  fuch  fulFrages  as  thofe  here  men- 
rioaed  fet  it  almoft  above  praife.  In  the  author's  own 
opinion 
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opinion  It  was  lefs  eftimable  than  in  that  of  his  judges: 
feme  merit  indeed  he  claims  for  having  enriched  his 
native  language,  but  in  temns  io  vciy  elegant  and 
modeft,  chat  they  at  once  hold  forth  an  exemplar,  and 
convey  an  apology.    *  I  have  laboured,'  fays  he,  '  to 

*  refine  our  language  to  grammar  and  purity,  and 

*  to  clear  it  from  colloquial  barbarifms,  licentious 

*  idioms,    and  irregular  combinations.    Something 

*  perhaps  I  have  added  to  the  elegance  of  its  con- 

*  ftruftion,  and  fomething  to  the  harmony  of  its 
'  cadence.    When  common  words  were  lefs  pleafmg 

*  to  the  ear,  or  lefs  diftinft  in  their  fignification,  I 

*  have  familiarized  the  terms  of  philofophy  by  apply- 
'  iiig  them  to  popular  ideas,  but  have  rarely  admitKd 

*  any  word  not  authorized  by  former  writers.'— With 
what  fuccefs  thefe  endeavours  of  his  have  been  attend- 
ed is  beft  known  to  thofe  who  have  made  eloquence 
their  ftudy  j  and  it  may  go  far  towards  the  {lamping 
a  lafting  character  of  purity,  elegance,  and  ftrength 
on  the  ftyle  of  Johnfon,  to  fay,  that  fome  of  the  motl 
popular  orators  of  this  country  now  living,  have  not 
only  propofcd  it  to  thcmfelves  as  a  model  for  (peak- 
ing, but  for  the  purpofc  of  acquiring  the  cadence  and 
flow  of  his  periods,  have  aftually  gotten' whole  eflTay* 
from  the  Rambler  by  heart. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  his  farewel  paper  is 
fi>  very  awful,  that  I  cannot  rcfift:  the  temptation  to 
infert  it,  and  the  rather  for-  that  it  feems  to  have  been 
written  under  a  perfuafion,  that  Almighty  God  had 
been  propitious  to  his  labour,  and  that  the  folemtv 
addrcfs  to  him  which  he  had  compofed  and  offered  up, 
on  occafion  of  his  engaging  in  it,  had  been  heard,  and 
was  likely  to  be  accepted. 

U  a  *  Th» 
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*  The  effays  profefledly  ferious,  if  I  have  been  abl« 
to  execute  iny  own  intentions,  will  be  found  ex- 
zdly  confohnable  to  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity, 
without  any  accommodation  to  the  licentioufnefs 
and  levity  of  the  preftnt  age.  1  therefore  look 
back  on  this  part  of  my  work  with  pleafurc,  which 
t\0  praife  of  man  fhall  diminish  or  augment.  I 
Ihall  never  envy  the  honours  which  wit  and  learn- 
ing obtain  in  any  other  caufe,  if  I  can  be  num- 
bered airjong  the  writers  who  have  given  ardour 
to  virtue,  and  confidence  to  truth : 

*  Celeftial  pow'rs !  that  |Mety  regard, 

*  From  jxu  my  iaboun  watt  their  laft  reward/ 

The  Rambler,  thus  publifhed  in  numbers,  was  not* 
buffered  to  be  lofl  to  the  world,  or  to  fink  into  ot^i- 
vion.  As  foon  as,  by  the  conclufion  of  it,  it  became' 
ft  complere  work,  itwas  collei5ted  into  volunries,  and 
printed  in  Scotland  *,  and,  foon  after,  alfo  here^  and 
obtained  fuch  favour  with  the  public,  as  was  an  in- 
ducement wirfi  Dr.  Hawkefworth  to  an  undertaking 
of  the  fame  kind,  the  publication  of  a  periodical 
paper  called  *  The  Adventurer.'  For  the  canying 
on  fuch  a  work  as  diis,  Hawke(worth,  though  he 
pofTcfTcd  but  a  fmall  ftock  of  learning,  was  more  than 
meanly  qualified.  He  had  excellent  natural  part9> 
jind,  by  reading  the  modern  Englifli  and  French  au- 
thors, had  acquired  a  ftyle,  which,  by  his  acquaintance 
with  Johnfon  he  had  improved  into  a  very  good  one. 
He  wrote  verfes,  that  is  to  fay  in  Englifh,  with  eaie 

■  III  tly»  cation  s  tranlUtion  of  the  mottoi  hj  J^t.  ElphloSon 
it  gjiTcn. 

...  J  aB4 
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and  fluency,  end. was  better  acquainted  with  the 
■world ,  than  moft  men  arc  who  have  been  bred  to  no 
profefliGn. 

The  fubje£ts  of  thefe  papers,  like  thofe  of  the 
-  Rambfeiv  are  human  life  and  manners,  with  a  mixture 
of  humour  and  inftruftive  pleafantry,  critlcifm,  and 
moral  and  religious  exhortation,  too  various,  it  muft 
!bc  fuppofed,  for  the  powers  of  a  Ongle  perfon  :  they 
jirc  therefore  the  produce  of  different  pens,  and  may 
.owe  their  merit,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  that  diveriity. 
•The  curiofity  of  the  reader  is,  to  a  fmall  degree,  gra- 
tified by  the  lafl:  paper,  which  affigns  to  their  author. 
Dr.  Jofeph  Warton,  fuch  as  have  a  certain  fignature, 
and  leaves  to  Dr.  Hawkefworth  himfelf  the  praife  of 
iuch  as  are  without  any.  To  the  information  there 
given,  I  add,  that  die  papers  marked  A.  which  are 
{aid  to  have  come  from  a  fourcc  that  foon  failed,  were 
fupplicd  by  Dr.  Bathurft,  an  original  afTociate  in  the 
work,  and  thofe  diftinguifhed  by  the  letrer  T.  by 
Johnibn*. 

The  firft  number  of  the  Adventurer  made  its  ap- 
pearance on  Tuefday,  November  7,  1751,  and  on 
that  week-day,  and  alfo  on  Saturdays,  it  condnued 
to  be  publifhed,  till  the  ninth  of  March  1754.  To 
point  out  tiie  many  excellent  cflays  contained  in  it  is 
needlefs,  as  they  are  nov7  coUeded  into  volumes,  and 
together  with  the  Rambler  form  a  fyftem  of  moral  and 
CEConomical  inftitution  j  two  of  them  arc  to  be  looked 
on  as  curiofities  in  different  ways.  Dr.  Warton's  re- 
marks on  *  King  Lear*  and  '  the  Tempeft,'  the  moft 

•  That  Johnfon  was  the  writer  of  the  papers  fignid  T,  I  affeit 
on  the  aintiorky  of  his  A  Jverfaria,  in  which  arc  the  original  lunts  of 
Bwny  of  them  in  his  own  tund-writiiig. 

U  3  .  learned 
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learned  and  judicious  critiques  in  the  Englifh  lan- 
guage, and  the  account  of  a  native  of  Scotland,  called 
Admirable  Crichton,  diftated  from  memory  by  John- 
ion  to  Hawkcfworth. 

As  Johnfon  expeftjd  to  be  believed  whenever  he 
either  fpoke  or  wrote,  he  has  not  vouchfafed  to  cite 
any  authority  for  the  incredible  relation,  which  the 
Adventurer  contains,  of  the  perfonal  and  mental  en- 
dowments of  a  man  who  is  defcribed  as  a  monfter 
both  of  erudition  and  prowefs,  and  in  every  other 
view  of  his  character  is  rcprefcnted  as  having  pafled 
•the  limits  of  humanity.  That  he  had  no  authority 
for  what  he  has  related  of  him,  would  be  too  much 
TO  fay,  after  he  has  afTertcd,  that  he  had  fuch  as  was 
inconteftible,  yet  having  that,  he  has  kept  within 
the  bounds  of  it,  and  caft  a  veil  over  that  blaze  of 
glory,  which,  to  gaze  on  in  its  naked  fplendour,would 
not  dazzle  but  blind  the  beholder. 

Johnlbn's  Account,  for  his  I  muft  call  it  for  a  reafun 
above  given,  is  in  thefc  words: 

*  Among  the  favourites  of  nature,  that  have  from 

*  time  to  time  appeared  in  the  world,  enriched  with 
'  various  endowments  and  contrarieties  of  excellence, 

*  none  fecms  to  have  been  more  exalted  above  the 

*  common  rate  of  humanity,  than  the  man  known 

*  about  two  centuries  ago  by  the  appellation  of  the 
'  Admirable  Crichton ;  of  whofe  hiftory,  whatever 
'  we  may  fupprcfs  as  furpaffing  credibility,  yet  we 
'  fhall,  upon  inconteftable  authority,  relate  enough  to 

*  rank  him  among  prodigies. 

"  Virtue,"  fays  Virgil,  "  is  better  accepted  when 
«  it  comes  in  a  pieafing  form  :"  the  perfon  <^  Crichr 

*  ion  was  eminently  beautiful ;  but  hia  beauty  wai 

*  conHfteiic 
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'  cbnfiftent  with  fuch  tdivity  and  ftrength,  that  in 

*  fencing,  he  would  Ipring  ac  one  bound  the  length 

*  of  twenty  feet, upon  his  antagonift  ;   and  he  ufcd 

*  his  fword  in  either  hand  with  fuch  force  and  dcx- 
'  terity,  that  fcarce  any  one  had  courage  to  engage 
'  him.  ^ 

*  Having  fhidtcd  at  St.  Andrew's  in  Scotland,  he 
'  wait  to  Paris  in  his  twenty-iirft  year,  and  afiixed 

*  on  the  gate  of  the  college  of  Navarre  a  kind  of 

*  challenge  to  the  learned  of  that  univerGty,  to  dif- 

*  pute  with  hinn  on  a  certun  day }  offering  to  his 

*  opponents,  whoever  they  fliould  be,  the  choice  oi 

*  ten  languages,  and  of  all  the  faculties  and  fciences. 

*  On  the  day  appointed,    three    thoufand  auditors 

*  aflcmbled,    when  four  dodors  of  the  chiirch  and 

*  fifty  mailers  appeared  againft  him  j  and  one  of  his 

*  antagonifls  confeffcs,  that  the   doctors  were  dc- 

*  feated,  that  he  gave  proofs  of  knowledge  above 
'  the  reach  of  man,  and  that  a  hundred  years  palT- 
'  ed  withoiit  food  cm*  fleep,  would  not  be  fufficienc 

*  for  the  attainment  of  his  learning.    After  a  dif- 

*  putation  of  nine  hours,  he  was  prcfented  by  the 

*  prefident  and    profeflbrs   with  a  diamond  and  t 

*  purfe  of  gold,  and  difmilTed  with  repeated  accla- 

*  mations. 

•  From  Paris  he  went  away  to  Rome,  where  he 
'  made  the  fame  challenge,  and  had,  in  the  prefenn 

*  of  the  pope  and  cardinals,  the  fame  fuccefc.  After- 
'  wards  he  contraded  at  Venice  an  acquaintance  mth 
'  Aldus  Manudus,  by  whom  he  was  introduced  to  the 
'  learned  of  that  city  i  then  vifited  Padua,  vhere  he 
'  engaged  in  uiother  public  diiputation,  banning 

U4  *hii 
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his  performance  with  an  extcmporal  poem  in  praife 
of  the  city  and  the  affembly  then  prdent,  and  con- 
cLuding  mrh  an  oration  equally  unpremeditated  in 
commendation  of  ignorance. 

•  He  afterwards  publiftied  another  challenge,  in 
which  he  declared  hiiftfclf  ready  to  deteft  the  erron 
of  Ariftodc  and  all  his  commentators,  either  in  tho 
■common  forms  of  l(^icj  or  in  any  which  his  anta- 
gcmifts  ftiould  propofe  of  a  hundred  diflfcrcnt  kinds 
of  verfe. 

'  Thefe  acquifition$  of  learning,  however  ftupcn- 
dous,  were  not  gained  at  the  expence  of  any  pleafure 
which  youth  generally  indulges^  or  by  the  omillion 
of  any  accomplifhment  in  which  it  becomes  a  gen- 
tleman to  excel:  he  praftifed,  in  great  perfection,  the 
arts  of  drawir^  and  painting ;  he  was  an  eminent 
performer  in  both  vocal  and  inftrumental  muQcj 
he  danced  with  unconunon  gracefulne&  ;  and  oa 
the  day  after  his  difpucation  at  Paris,  exhibited  his 
fkill  in  horfemanfhip  before  the  court  of  France. 
where>  at  a  public  match  of  tilting,  he  bore  away 
the  ring  upon  his  lance  fifteen  times  n>ge- 
thcr. 

*  He  excelled  likewife  in  domeftic  games  of  lels 
dignity  and  reputation ;  and  in  the  interval  be- 
tween his  challenge  and  dtfputation  at  Paris,  he 
fpent  fo  much  of  his  time  at  cards,  dice,  and  tennis, 
that  a  lampoon  was  fixed  upon  the  gate  of  the 

'  Sorbonne,  directing   thofe    that   would   fee  this 

monfter  of  erudition,    to  look  for  him  at  the 

tavern. 

'.  *  So  extenfive  was  his  acquaintance  with  life  and 

*  manncrsj  that  in  an  Italian  comedy,  compofed  by 

'  bimfclf, 
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?  himfelf,  and  ejchibited  before  the  court  of  Mantua, 
'  he  is  faid  to  have  perfonated  fifteen  different  cha- 

*  radersi    in  all  which   he  might  fucceed  without 

*  great  difficulty,  fince  he  had  fuch  power  of  reten- 

*  tion,  that  once  hearing  an  oration  of  an  hour,  h« 

*  would  repeat  it  exaftly,  and  in  the  recital  follow 

*  the  Ipcaker  through  all  his  variety  of  tone  and  gef- 

*  ticulation. 

*  Nor  was  his  Ikill  in  arms  lefs  than  in  learnings 

*  or  his  courage  inferior  to  his  ikill:    there  was  ». 

*  prize-fighter  in  Mantua,  who  travelling  about  tht 

*  world,  iccording  to  the  barbarous  cuflom  of  that 
'  age,  33  a  genera]  challenger,  had  defeated  the  nnoft 

*  celebrated  mafters  in  many  parts  of  Europe ;  and 

*  in  Mantua,  where  he  then  refided,  had  killed  three 

*  that  appeared  ;^inft  him.   The  duke  repented  that 

*  he  had  granted  him  his  proteftion  j  when  Crichton, 
*■  looking  on  his  fanguinary  fuccefs  with  indignation, 

*  offered  to  ftake  fifteen  hundred  piftoles,  and  mount 

*  the  flage  ag^nft  him.     The  duke,  with  fome  re- 

*  luftancc,  confented,  and,  on  the  day  fixed,  the  com» 

*  batants  appeared:    their  weapons  feem    to   have 

*  been  fingle  rapier,  w^ich  was  then  newly  intro- 

*  duced  in  Italy,     The  prize-fighter  advanced  with 
'  great  violence  and  fiercenefs,   and  Crichton  con- 

*  tented  himfelf  calmly  toward  his  pafTes,  and  fuffered 

*  him  to  exhauft  his  vigour  by  his  own  fury:  Crichton 

*  then  became  the  alTailant  j  and  prelTed  upcm  him 

*  with   fuch  force  and  agilityi  that  he  thruft  him 

*  thrice  through  the  body,  and  faw  him  expire :  he 

*  then  divided  the  prize  he  had  won,   among  the 
'  mdows  whofe  hu/bands  had  been  killed. 

'The 
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*  The  dcadi  of  this  wonderful  man  I  ihould  bs 

*  willing  to  conceal,  did  I  not  know  that  every  rca- 

*  der  will  enquire  curioufly'  after  that  fatal  hour, 

*  which  is  common  to  all  human  beings,  however 

*  diftinguilhed  from  each   other   by  nature  or  by 

*  fortune, 

*  The  duke  of  Mantua  having  received  Jo  many 

*  proofs  of  his  various  merit,  made  him  tutor  to  his 

*  ion  Vincemio  di  Gonzaga,  a  prince  of  loofe  man- 
'  ners  and  turbulent  difpofitton.    On  this  occafion  it 

*  was,  that  he  compofcd  the  comedy  in  which  he  cx- 

*  hibited    fo  many  different    charaAers  with  exaft 

*  propriety.  But  his  honour  was  of  fliort  continuance, 

*  for  as  he  was  one  night  in  the  time  of  Carnival 
"*  rambling  about  the  ftrcets  with  his  guitar  in  his 

*  hand,  he  was  attacked  by  fix  men  mafked.     Nei- 

*  ther  his  courage  nor  JkUl,  in  this  exigence  deferted 

*  him  :  he  oppofed  them  with  fuch  aftivity  and  fpirit, 

*  that  he  foon  difperfed  them,  and  difarmed  their 

*  leader,  who  throwing  off  his  malk,  difcovered  him- 
'  felf  to  be  the  prince  his  pupil.  Crichton  falling 
'  on  his  knees,  took  his  own  fword  by  the  point,  and 

*  prcfentcd  it  to  the  prince,  who  immediately  feized 

*  it,  and  inftigated,  as  fome  fay,.byjcaloufy,  accord- 

*  ing  to  others,  only  by  drunken  fury  and  brutal  re- 

*  fentment,  thruft  him  through  the  heart. 

'  Thus  was  the  Admirable  Crichton  brought  into 

*  that  ftate,  in  which  he  could  excel  the   meaneft 

*  of  mankind  only  by  a  few  empty  honours  paid  to 

*  his  memory :    the  court  of  Mantua  teftified  their 

*  efteem  by  a  public  mourning}  the  contemporary 

*  wits  were  profufc  of  their  encomiums  j  and    the 

J I  '  palaces 
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*  palaces  of  Italy  were  adorned  with  piAurcs  reprc- 

*  fcnting  him  on  horfeback,  with  a  lance  in  one  hand 

*  and  a  book  in  the  other.' 

The  above  account  is  fo  defcftive  in  the  evidences 
of  hiftorical  verity,  that  it  has  been  by  fomc  fufpeited 
to  be  fabulous.  It  is  true,  that  in  cflTays  of  fuch  a 
kind  as  that  which  contains  this  eulogium,  it  is  not 
ufiial,  for  that  would  be  to  incur  the  change  of  pedan- 
try, to  cite  authorities  j  ncverdiclefs,  the  circumftan-  . 
ces  of  time  and  place  feem  fo  necelTary  in  the  relation 
of  every  uncommon  event,  and  in  the  defcription  of 
every  extraordinary  perfon,  that  the  omiffion  of  both 
jn  this  inftance,  as  alfb  the  chriftian  name  of  the  perfba 
celebrated]  can  hardly  be  excufed. 

To  fupply  thefe  defefts  I  might  refer  the  reader 
to  authorities,  that  Sk  the  place  of  his  birth  at  Clunie 
in  the  Ihire  of- Perth  in  Scotland,  the  year  thereof  at 
1551,  and  that  of  his  death  1583  j  and  that  tcU  us 
alfo,  that  Crichton's  name  of  baptifm  was  James  j 
and  as  to  the  fafts  enumerated  in  the  Adventurer, 
they  feem  to  be  fufficiently  authenticated  to  all  the 
purpofes  of  hiftorical  information,  in  a  book  written 
in  1652,  by  Sir  Thomas  Urqxihar-t*,   bearing  this 

ftrangc 

*  Thu  fioguUr  perlbn,  whole  name  u  (bmetimes  wnttm 
Urcturd,  was  a  phyjidaii  of  the  houfe  of  Cromarty  in  Scotland,  a 
man  of  leantiag.  and  the  firil  tranflator  into  Englilh  of  the  woriu  of 
Rabelais.  In  the  time  of  the  rchellion  io  Scotland,  Temp,  Car.  I. 
he  wa«  a  fierce  opponent  of  the  prefbyterian  efiablifhment,  and 
talcing,  aa  we  may  fuppofe,  an  a^ve  part  a^iinft  it,  wai  made  a 
prifoner  of  war,  and  though  enlarged  on  his  parole,  endured  manjr 
jiardlhips.  Befides  the  book  above-mentioned,  he  wrote  fundry 
iraAs,  which  have  lately  been  colleQcd  and  pubUJhed  in  one  vo- 
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ftrange  title,  *  EKSKTBAAATPON,   or  the  difcovery 

•  of  8  moft  exquifite  jewel  more  precious  than  dia- 
'  m<Hids  inchafed  in  gold,  the  like  whereof  was  never 

*  feen  in  any  age  j  found  in  the  kennel  of  Worcefter- 

*  ftreets,  the  day  after  the  fight,  and  fix  before  the 
'  autumnal  equinox  1651,' 

In  this  book  is  contained  a  memorial  of  fundry 
illuftrious  perfons  of  Scotland,  ferving  to  vindicate 
the  honour"  of  that  nation,  but  written  in  fuch  a 
ilyle  of  learned  tumidity  and  bombafl:,  as  is  not  to 
be  paralleled  in  any  book  now  extant.  I  here  cite  . 
irom  it  two  paflages  refpefting  Crichton  as  fpectniens 
thereof}  and  as  proofs  of  Johnfon's  difcretion  in  veiling 
the  effulgence  of  a  character  too  bright  to  be  viewed 
in  its  genuine  luftre. 

*  It  happening  on  a  Shrove-Tuefday  at  night,  that 

•  diis  ever-renowned  CrichteuXf  (who,  in  the  after- 


lame  ojbvo,  one  whereof  is  intitled,  •  The  true  pedigree  and 
'  lineal  defcent  of  the  moA  ancient  and    honourable  family  of 

*  Urquhart  in  the.hoafe  of  Ccomarty,  from  the  aeadon  of  the 
'  worhl  till  the  year  1652,' in  whichweareoot  more  afioniAied  to 
meet  with  a.  long  fucceflion  of  names,  for  the  moll  part  purely 
Greek,  than  to  find  fuch  minute  particulars  recorded,  as  neither 
hiltory  nor  tradition  was  ever  before  known  to  obtrude  upon  pofte- 
rity. 

For  inftance,  fpeaking  of  one  of  his  anceftors  named  Eformunt 
who  he  fays  lived  A.  M.  Sio,  andmarried  Narfefia  ;  he  tells  this . 
moft  incredible  tale  :  '  He  was  fovereign  prince  of  Achaia.     For 

*  his  fortune  in  the  wars,  and  affability  in  convcrl^tion,  his  fubjeffs 

•  and  familiars  fumamed  him  KjeKajTiic,  that  is,  fortunate  and  well-. 

•  beloved.     After  which  time,  his  pofterity  ever  fince  hath  ac- 

•  knowledged  him  the  father  of  all  that  cany  the  name  of  U  r  qy  - 

*  HAAT.    He  had  for  his  anpu  three  banners,  three  fhips,  and 

•  dirn 
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*  noon  of  that  day,  at  the  defire  of  my  lord  duke 

*  (the  whole   court  ftriving   which  ihould  exceed 

*  other  in  foolery,  and  devifing  of  the  bcft  fports  to 

*  excite  laughter;  neither  my  lord,duchefs,  nor  prince. 

*  being  exempted  from  afting  their  parts,  as  well  aa 

*  they  could)  upon  a  theatre  fet  up  for  the  purpoTe,' 

*  begun  to  prank,  it  (i  la  Venttiana)  with  fuch  a  flou- 

*  riih  of  mimifkf  and  etbopoetick  geflures,    that    alf 

*  the  courtiers  of  both  fexes,  even  thofc  that  a  little 

*  before  that,  were  fondeft  of  their  own  conceits, 

*  at  the  fight  of  his  fo  inimitable  a  garb,  from  rarilh- 

*  ing  aftors,  that  they  were  before,  turned   then  ra- 

*  viflied  fpeftators.    O!  with  how  great  livelincfs  did 

*  he  represent  the  conditions  of  all  manner  of  men  ! 

*  how  naturally  did  he  fet  before  the  eyes  of  the  be- 

*  holders  the  rogueries  of  all  profefllons,  from  the 

*  overweening  menarcb  to  the  peevilh_/it«w,  through 

*  all  intermediate  degrees  of  the  fuperficijl  courtier 

*  or  proud  warrior,  diffembled  churchman^  doting  old 

*  tkrceladi»,inafiddOri  wtththei»£bn«^f  ajwtngladyabovf 
'  the  waift,  bidding  in  her  right  hand  a  brandi(hed  fword,  aod  % 
'  branch  of  myrtle  in  her  left  for  the  ckS  ;  and  for  fupporters^ 
'  two  javanetes,  after  the  foIdiA  habit  of  Achaia,  with  this  motto 

*  -in  the  fcrale  of  his  cORt-irmour,  TalTn  S  r^nt  af  iffSiam  : — ihi^ 
'  is,  thefe  three  are  worthy  to  behold.  Upon  hit  wife  Narfefia; 
'  h4>o  w»  fwcrotga  of  the  Aouzocu,  he  begot  Cratyntor.'  Of 
Litobonu,  another  preteaded  anceftor  of  the  Urquhan  family,  who 
Uved  A.  M.  1930;  he  fays,  he  married  two  wives,  Paleaa  and, 
^mphaneoht ;  and  adds, '  yet  had  he,  befidcs  thefe  two  ladies,  fevc 
'  lal  others,  both  wives  and  concubines,  as  dte  falbion  was  ovef 

*  the  whole  world  for  the  fpace  of  above  a  thoufand  yews  thsre>- 
<  liter.'  And  of  Phrenedoa,  another,  who  lived  about  Jixtyyeaas 
after,  he  roundly  afierts,  '  that  he  was  in  the  toufe  of  the  patriarch 
«  Abi^kbam,  at  the  time  of  the  deAni£Uoa  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
'  Borrsh.'  r 
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*  mm,  cozening   lavyer,  lying  traveler,    covetous 
'  vurcbant,  r\iAz  /eaman,  pedantick  Ti^o/or,  die  amou- 

*  reus  Jbepbeard,  eavious  arti/an,  vainglorious  mafier, 
«  and  tncky /erven f  -,  he  did  with  fuch  variety  difplay 

*  the  fevcral  humours  of  all  thefe  forts  of  people,  and 

*  wiiJi  a  fo  bewitching  energy,  chat  he  feemed  to  be 

*  the  eriginal,  they  the  counter feit ;  and  they  the  re- 

*  Jemhlance  whereof  he  was  the  prototype :   he  had  all 

*  the  jeers,  fquibs,  flouts,  buls,  quips,  taunts,  whims, 
'  jcfts,  clinches,  gybes,  mokes,  jerks,  with  all  the 

*  fevcral  kinds  of  equivocations,  and  other  fophiftical 

*  captions,  that  could  properly  be  adapted  to   the 

*  perfon  by  whofe  rcprefcnution  he  intended  to  in- 

*  vcagle  the  company  into  a  fit  of  mirth,  and  would 

*  keep  in  that  mifcelany  difcourfe  of  his  (which  was  all 

*  for  the  fplene,  and  nothing  for  the  gall)  fuch  a  cli- 

*  numerical  and  mercurially  dtgcfted  method,  that 

*  when  the  fancy  of  the  hearers  was  tickled  with  any 
«  conceit,  and  that  the  jovial  blood  was  moved,  he 

*  held  it  going,  with  another  new  device  upon  the 

*  back  of  the  firft,  and  another,  yet  another,  and  anO- 

*  ther  againe,  fucceeding  one  another,  for  the  pro- 

*  moval  of  what  is  a  ftirring  into  a  higher  agitation ; 

*  till  in  the  clofure  of  the  luxuriant  period,  the  decu- 

*  tmtnal  wave  of  the  oddeft  whimfy  of  al,  enforced 

*  the  charmed  fpirits  of  the  auditory,  (for  affording 

*  room  to  its  apprehenfion)  fuddenly  to  burft  forth 

*  into  a  laughter;  which  commonly  lafted  juft  to  long 

*  as  he  had  leafure  to  withdraw  behind  the  lkrecn» 

*  fliift  off  with  the  help  of  a  page,  the  fuite  he  had 

*  on,  apparel  himfelf  with  another,  and  return  to  the 
'  ftage  to  aft  afrefli ;  for  by  that  time  their  tranfported, 

*  difparpled,  and  fublimated  fancies,   by  the  wonder- 

'  fully 
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'  fully  operating  engines  of  his  folacious  inventionsj 

*  had  frcMn  the  hight  to  which  the  inward  femes, 
'  wheeles,  and  pullies  of  his  wic  had  elevated  them, 

*  defcended  by  d^rees  into  their  wonted  ftations, 

*  he  was  ready  for  the  perfonating  of  another  carriagci 
'  whereof,  to  the  number  of  fourteen  feveral  kinds, 
'  (during  the  fire  hours  fpace,  that  at  the  dukes 

*  defire,  the  folUcitation  of  the  court,  and  his  own 

*  recreation,  he  was  pleafed  to  hiftrionize  it)  he  fhewed 

*  bimfelf  fo  natural  a  reprefentativej  that  any  would 

*  have  thought  he  had  been  fo  many  feveral  aftors, 

*  differing  in  all  things  elfe,  fave  only  the  ftature  of 

*  the  body  i  With  this  advantage  above  the  moft  of 

*  other  aftors,  whofc  tongue,  with  its  orai  implements, 

*  is  the  oncly  inftrument  of  their  minds  difclofing, 

*  that,  befides  his  mouth  with  its  appurttnances,  he 

*  lodged  almoft  a  feveral  oratour  in  every  member  of 
'  his  body ;  his  head,  his  eyes,  his  fhotilders,  armes, 
'  hands,  fingers,  thighs,  legs,  feet,  and  breaft,  being 

*  able  to  decipher  any  paHion,  whofe  character  he 

*  purpofcd  to  give. 

*  Firft,  he  did  prefent  himfelf  with  a  crown  on  his 

*  head,  a  fccpter  in  his  hand,  being  clothed  in  a  pur- 

*  pie  robe  furred  with  ermyne  j  after  that,  with  a 

*  miter  on  his  head,   a  crofier  in  his  hand,  and  ac- 

*  CQutredwith  a  paircoflawn-flecves;  and  thereafter, 

*  with  a  helmet  on  his  head,  the  vifiere  up,  a  com- 
'  manding-(tick  in  his  hand,  and  arrayed  in  a  buff- 
.'  fuit,  with  a  fcarf  abc^t  his  middle,  then,  in  a  nch 

*  apparel,  after  the  neweft  fafliion,  did  he  Jhew  hini- 

*  felf,  (like  another  Sejanus)  with  a  periwig  daube4 
'  with  Cypres  powder :  in  fcquel  of  that,  he  came 

.  *  out  with  a  ^ee  corner'd  cap  on  his  head,  fome 
*  parchments 
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*  parchments  in  his  hand,  and  writings  hwigbg  at 

*  his  girdle  like  chancery  bills ;  and  next  to  that,  witli 

*  a  furred  gown  about  him,  an  ingot  of  gold  in  his 
<  hand,  and  a  bag  full  of  money  by  his  frde  ;  after  all 

*  this,  he  appeares  againe  clad  in  a  country-jacket, 

*  with  i  prong  in  his  hand,  and  a  Monmoutb-\ike-ca.p 

■  on  his  head:  then  very  Ihortly  after,  with  a  pal- 
«  mer's  coat  upon  him,  a  bourdon  *  in  his  hand,  and 

*  fome  few  cockle-Ihels  ftuck  to  his  hat,  he  iook't  as 

*  if  -he  had  come  in  pilgrimage  from  Saint  Michael  i 

*  immediatly  after  that,  he  domineers  it  in  a  bare 

■  unlined  gowne,  with  a  pair  of  whips  in  the  one  hand, 

*  and  Corderius  in  the  other  :    and  ih  fuite  thereof, 

*  he  bmderj^ondered^  it  with  a  pair  of  pannisr-likc 

*  breeches,  a  Mountera-cap  on  his  head,  ^d  a  knife 
;*  jna  wooden  lheath,daggerways, by  his  fide;  about 

*  the  latter  end  he  comes  forth  again  with  a  fquare 

*  in  one  hand,  a  rule  in  the  odier,  and  a  leather  apron 

*  before  him :  then  very  quickly  after,  with  a  fcrip 

*  by  his  fide,  a  fiieep  hook  in  his  hand,  and  a  bafket 

*  full  of  flowers  to  make  nofegays  for  his  miftris : 
'  now  drawing  to  a  clofure,  he  rants  it  firfl.  in  cuerpo, 
'  and  vapouring  it  with  gingling  fpurrs,  and  his  armes 

*  a  kenbol  like  a  Don  Diego  he  ftrouts  it,  and  by 

*  the  loftincfs  of  his  gate  plaies  the  Capttan  Spa- 
'  vento :    then  in  the  very  twinkling  of  an  eye,  you 

*  would  have    fcen    him    againe  iflue  forth  with  a 

*  cloak  upon  his  arm,  in  a  livery  garment,  thereby 
«  reprefenting  the  ferving-nUn  j   and  laftly,  at  one 

*  A  mofical  inl^rument  refembling  a  t»flbon,  ferving  alio  for  & 
waJkinf^-ftafF,  In  ale  with  the  pilgrims  who  vific  the  bod/  of  St. 
June*  U  CompoAella.  Gen.  Hilt,  of  the  Science  and  Prafiice  of 
Mufic,  vot.  iv.  139. 

^  For  this  Itrangewtvd  DO  meaning  can  be  found. 

*  time, 
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*  time  amongft  thofe  other,  he  came  out  with  a  long 

*  gray  beard,  and  bucked  ruff,  crouching  on  a  ftaff 

*  tip't  with  the  head  of  a  Barber's  Cithern  * ,  and  his 

*  gloves  hanging  by  a  button  at  his  girdle. 

•  Thofe  fifteen  fevcral  perfonages  he  did  reprcfent 
'  with  fuch  excellency  of  garb,  and  exquifitenefs  of 
■  *  Iwiguage,  that  condigncly  to  perpend  the  fubtlety  of 

*  the  invention,  the  method  of  the  difpofition,  the 

*  neatnefs  of  the  elocution,  the  gracefulnefs  of  the 

*  aftion,  and  wonderful  variety  in  the  fo  dcstroua 

*  performance  of  all,  you  would  have  taken  it  for 

*  a  comedy  of  five  a^s,  confifting  of  three  fcenes, 

*  each  compofcd  by  the  beft  poet  in  the  world,  and 

*  afted  by  fifteen  of  the  beft  players  that  ever  lived, 

*  as  was  moft  evidently  made  apparent  to  all   the 

*  fpe£Utors,  in  the  fifth  and  laft  hour  of  his  adion> 
'  (which,   according  to   our  weitern  account,  waa 

*  about  fix  aclock  at  night,  and,  by  the  calculation 

*  of  that  country,  half  an  hour  paft  three  and  twenty, 

*  at  that  time  of  the  yeer)  for,  purpofix^g  to  leave  of 

*  with  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  with  an  endeavour  never- 

*  thelefs  to  make  his  conclufion  the  mafter-piece  of 

*  the  work,  he,  to  that  effect,  fummoning  all  his  Ipi- 

*  rits  together,  which  never  failed  to  be  ready  at  the 

*  cal  of  fo  worthy  a  commander,  did,  by  their  alfift- 

*  ance,  fo  conglomerate,  AiuSle,  mix,  and  interlace  the 

*  geftures,  inclinations,  actions,  and  very  tones  of  the 

*  fpeech  of  thofe  fifteen  fevcral  forts  of  men  whofe  car- 

*  rtagcs  he  did  perfonate,  into  an  ineftimable  Ollapo- 

•  The  inftnunnt  now  ignonmtly  called  a  guitar.  It  wm  for- 
merly pan  of  the  fumitnre  of  a  barber'i  fbap,  and  was  ihe  amnfe- 
ment  of  waiting  cuftomert.  See  Gen.  Hift,  of  the  Sdence  and 
Fraftice  of  Mufic,  Voi.  III.  page  408. 

Vol.  I.  X  *  driiU 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


3o6  THELIFEOF 

*  drida  of  immaterial  morfels  of  divers  kinds,  futablfi 

*  to  the  very  Ambrofian  relilh  of  the  Helicoraart 

*  Nymphs,  that  in  the  Peripetia  of  tliis  Drammatical 

*  excrcitation,  by  the  inchanted  tranfportation  of  thft 

*  eyes  and  earcs  of  its  (Jieaabundal  auditoritf,  one 

*  would  hive  fwbt-ne  that  they  all  had  looked  with 

*  multiplying  glaflcs,  and  that.(ljke  that  Angel  in  the 

*  Scripture,  whofe  voice  was  faid  to  be  like  the  voicft 

*  of  a  multitude)  they  heard  in  him  alone  the  promif- 

*  cuous  fpeech  of  fifteen  feveral  ailors  j  by  the  various 

*  ravifhments  of  the  excellencies  whereof,  in  the  fro- 
■  licknefs  of  a  jocund  ftniine  beyond  expe^ation,  thi 

*  logofafcinated  fpirits  of  the  beholding  hearers  and 

*  auricularie  fpeftators,  were  fo  on  a  fudden  fcazed 

*  upon  in  their  riGble  faculties  of  the  foul,  and  all 

*  their  vital  motions  fo  univerfally  affefied  in  rfiiS 

*  extremitie  of  agitation,  that  to  avoid  the  inevirable 

*  charmea  of  his  intoxicating  ejaculations,  and  the 

*  accumulative  influences  of  fo  powerfuU  a  tranfpor- 

*  tatioti,  one  of  my  lady  Dutchefs  chief  Maids  of 

*  Honour,  by  the  vehemencie  of  the  ihock  of  thoft 

*  incomprchenfible  raptures,  burft  forth  into  a  laugh- 

*  ter,  to  the  rupture  of  a  veine  iaher  body ;  and  ano- 

*  ther  young  lady^  by  the  irrefiftible  violence  of  the 

*  pleafure  unawares  infufed,  where  the  tender  recep- 

*  tibiJrtie  of  her  too  too  rickled  fancie  was  leaft  able 

*  to  hold  out,  fo  unprovidedly  was  furprifed,  diat 

*  with  no    lefs  impetucriiti^  of   ridibundal   paffion 

*  then  (as  hath  been  tcdd)  occafiofied  a  frafture  in 
'  the  other  young   ladie  modeftie,    flie,    not  able 

*  longer  to  fupport  the  well-beloved  burthen  of  fo 

*  exceffive  delight,  iuid  intranling  joys  of  fech  Mer- 

*  curia!  exhilarations,  through  the  ine^ble  cxtafic  of 
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*  an  Qvwmaftered  apprehenfion^  fell  back  in  a  fwovn, 
'  without  the  appearance  of  any  other  life  into  hcr> 

*  then  what  by  the  moft  refined  witf  of  theological 

*  fpeculators  is  cmiceived  to  be  exerced  by  the  pureft 

*  parts  of  the  feparated  entehcbiu  of  bleiTcd  fainu 

*  in  their  fublimeft  cotiverfations  with  the  celeftial 

*  hierarchies :  this  accident  procured  the  incoming  <A 

*  an  apothecarie  with  reftoratives>  as  the  other  did 

*  that  of  a  .furgeon,  with  confolidatire  medica- 
f  meats.' 

Speaking  of  the  manner  of  Crichcon's  deatt),  and 
that  it  foUpwed£^m  a  thruft  with  his  own  fvord  by 
fhp  hand  of  the  pdnccj  fan  of  the  duke  of  Mantua, 
the  author  fays} 

^  The  whde  court  wore  mourning  for  him  fuH 

*  Arec  quarters  of  a  yeer  together:  his  funeral  waa 

*  very  ftately,  and  on  his  hearfe  wpre  ftucfc  more  Epi- 

*  taphs,  £legies>  Threnodies,  and  Epicediums,  then, 
<  if  digefted  into  one  b(»k,  would  have  out-bulk't 
■  all  Hepurs  works  j   fi>me  of  Aem  being  couched 

*  in  fuch  ezquifite  and  fine  I-atin,  that  you  wcwld 

*  have  thought  great  Virgil,  and  Baptifta  Mantuanut, 

*  for  the  love  of  their  mother-city,  had  quit  the  Eiy- 

*  fian  fields  10  grace  his  obfequies :  and  other  of 
'  them  (befides  what  was  done  in  other  languages) 

*  con^fed  in  fo  neat  Italiany  and  fo  purely'  fancied, 

*  as  if  Arioftoy  Dante,  Petrark,  and  Bembo  bad  been 
'  purpofely  refiifcitated,  |o  ttretch  even  to  the  utmoft, 
'  their  poetick  vein,  to  the  honour  of  this  brave  man  i 

*  whofe  pifturc  till  this  hour  is  to  be  fecn  in  the  bcd- 

*  chai^Eihers  or  gaUenes  of  the  moft  of  the  great  men  of 
'  that  nation,  repEelemiog  him  on  borlcback,  with  a 

*  lance  in  one  hand,  and  a  book  in  the  other :  and 

X  3  *  moft 
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*  mofl:  of  the  young  ladies  likewife,  that  were  anf 
'  thing  handfome,  in  a  memorial  of  his  worth,  had 

*  his  effigies  iu  a  litde  oval  tablet  of  gold,  han^ng 

*  .'cwixt  their  breaftsj  and  held  (for  many  yeers  toge- 

*  thcr)  xhitMetamaxiott,  or  intermammilary  ornament, 

*  an  as  neceflary  outward  pendicle,   for  the  bette^ 
'  fetting  forth  of  their  accoutrements,  as  either  Fe/f, 

*  IVatcb,  or  Stomacher.' 

The  feveral  exploits  of  Crichton,  above-related,  a£ 
they  appear  upon  the  face  of  SirThomas  Urquhart't 
book,are,itmuftbeconfeffed,unfupportcd  by  any  cita- 
tions fromhiltory,  or  thewritingsof  contemporary  bio- 
graphers, or  otiier  narrators  of  rennarkable  tranfaftions, 
and  may,  therefore,  in  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  re- 
ficft  On  the  hyperbolical  ftyle  of  the  author,  and  the 
extravagancies  to  which  fuch  an  cnthufiaftic  fpirit  as 
his  will  lead  men,  ftand  in  need  of  ftill  farther  proof: 
Happily,  fince  the  publication  of  the  Adventurer, 
fuch  evidence  has  been  laid  before  the  public,  asmuft 
remove  all  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  perfon  as 
Crichton,  and  of  the  truth  of  the  fafts  above-related 
of  him. 

For  this  information  we  arc  indebted  to  Mr.  Pen- 
nant, vrfio,  in  his  tour  to  Scotland,  vol.  I.  page  2^^; 
confirms  the  account  of  Sir  Thomas  Urquhart  in  all 
its  particulars,  vouching,  as  his  authority,  Aldus  Ma- 
nutius,  Joannes  Impcrialis,  a  phyfician  of  Vicenza; 
and  a  writer  whom  I  take  to  be  Efticnnc  Pafquier; 
two  of  whom  were  peribnally  acquainted  with  him; 
and  eye-witneffes  to  the  triumphs  by  them  fcverally 
recorded.  From  Aldus  Manutius  we  learn,  that 
Crichton  was  a  fcbolar  of  Buchanan. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pennant  has  further  obliged  the  public  with 
fome  Latin  verfes  of  Crichton's  writing,  and  an  en- 
^aving  of  him  from  an  original  portrait. 

From  all  which  teftimonies,  it  is  but  a  ncceflaiy 
conclufion,  thatwhatever  may  b<  fupprcTed,  as  pafling 
credibility,  of  the  perfon  here  celebrated,  enough  is, 
upon  inconteftable  authority,  related,  to  induce  us  to 
rank  him  among  prodigies. 

That  Johnfon  diftated  this  number  of  the  Adven- 
turer,-I  have  already  faid:  that  he  did  00c  himfelf 
write  ic  may  be  thus  accounted  for ;  he  bad  doubt- 
Ifls  red  the  hiftory  of  Crichton  in  Sir  Thomas  Ur- 
quhart's  book,  and  retained  it  with  that  Brmncfs  of 
memory,  which  held  faft  almoft  every  thing  that  he 
met  with  in  books.  Suppoftng  him,  as  we  may,  top 
indolent  to  recur  W  one  that  he  had  formerly  red 
through,  and,  in  the  hearing  of  Hawkefworth,  to  have 
related  the  tr^nfaftions  of  fo  wonderful  a  man,  the 
Jattcr  might  catch  at  it  as  a  fit  fubjeft  for  an  eflay, 
and  give  it  to  the  world,  as  he  has  done  in  the  Ad- 
venturer, To  which  we  may  add,  that  Johnfon  was 
feldom  a  narrator  of  events  :  his  talent  was  original 
thinking ;  in  converfation  he  told  llories,  and  related 
hiftorical  fads  with  great  precifion,  but  rarely  fent 
them  abroad  in  writing. 

We  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  that  forenefs  of  mind, 
which  Johnfon  fecms  to  have  felt  at  the  time  of  his 
difcontinuing  the  Rambler,  was,  in  the  Jhort  interval 
of  fix.  months,  fo  completely  healed,  as  to  render  hipi 
a  difinterelled  candidate  for  praile  in  this  new  publi- 
cation i  or  that  he  who  had  declared,  that  he  could 
not  ccHUpofe  a  fermon,  grads,  would  write  an  Adven- 
ttircr,  without  being  hired  to  it :  on  the  contrary,  it 
-  X3  ia 
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is  certain,  that  he  retained  his  old  maxim>  that  gain 
was  the  only  genuine  ftimuiativt  to  literary  deertion, 
and  that  the  alliftance  he  gave  to  this  publication  wtt 
^urchafcd  at  two  guineas,  for  every  number  that  he 
had  finflhed  j  a  rate  of  payment  which  he  had  before 
adjufted  in  his  ftipulation  for  the  Rambler,  and  vfA 
■probably  the  meafurc  of  a  rcvatA  to  his  fellow- 
labourers. 

The  avowed  end  of  the  Adventurer,  being  the  feme 
'■«Tth  that  of  the  Rambler,  and  iHe  plan  and  conduft 
thereof  fo  litde  diiFercnt  from'  it,  the  latter  triay  be 
confidered  as  a  continuation  of  the  fomier:  never- 
'thelefs,  it  may  be  obfeiVed,  that  in  the  Adventurer,  the 
number  of  entertaining  papers,  of  portraits,  Angular 
charafters,  and  eflays  of  wit,  humour,  and  jfleafentry, 
is  greater,  in  proportion,  than  in  theRamblcr  j  and 
to  that  diverfity  it  was  doobtlefs  owing,  thit  *tHe 
circulation  of  it  was  more  diffufe.  On  the  'part  of 
/the  "writers  it  was  carried  on  with  great  vigour,  and, 
together  with  the  Rambler^  'is  likely  to  remain  a  laft- 
ing  evidence  of  the  fpirit  that  dictated,  and  the  public 
-good  fenfc  that  encouraged,  fuch  a  ftties,  as  they  both 
contain,  of  religious  inftrtiition,  oeconomical  wifdom, 
and  innocent  delight. 

Hawkcfwordi  has,  almoft  in  tertris,  declared  him- 
■fcif  the  editor  of  the  Adventurer,  and  that  the  other 
contributors  thereto  were  merely  auxiliaries ;  and  his 
zefel  for  its  fuccefs  may  be  inferred  "from  the  nuniber 
of  papers  written  by  hinifelf,  which,  upon  a  corapa- 
rifon,  will  be  found  nearly  equal  to  that  of  all  the  reft. 
•This  zeal  was  excited  by  a  motive  far  more  ftrong 
than  any  which  aftuatcd  his  co-adjutors,  adefire  of 
advantage  in  his  then  profcffion,  which  oftcnfibly  wfts 

that 
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chat  of  a  governor  of  a  fchool  for  the  «ducation  of 
young  females,  by  making  himfelf  known  as  a  judge 
of  life  and  manners,  and  capable  of  qualifying  thofe 
of  riper  years  for  the  important  relations  of  domcftic 
fijcicry. 

But  while  he  was  indulging  a  well-grounded  hope 
to  reap  this  fruit  of  his  ftudies,  a  reward  of  a  vay 
different  kind  courted  his  acceptance.  The  arch- 
biihop  of  Canterbury,  Dr.  Herring,  his  diocefan  and 
neighbour,  having  penifed  his  effays.'and  informed 
himfelf  of  his  general  character,  made  him  an  oflfcr 
of  a  faculty  that  fliould  raife  him  above  the  level  of 
vulgar  literati,  and,  almoH:  without  his  being  con- 
fcious  of  any  fuch  exaltation,  create  him  a  doflor  c^ 
both  laws,  and  the  honour  was  accepted. 

Among  men  of  real  learning,  there  is  but  one  opi- 
nion concerning  what  are  called  Lambeth  degrees. 
The  right  of  conferring  them  is  a  relic  of  the  power 
anciently  exercifed  in  this  country  by  the  legates  of 
the  pope,  and  is,  by  ftatute,  transferred  to  the  arch- 
bifiiop  of  Canterbury.  It  received  a  legal  fanftion  in 
the  determination,  about  the  year  1720,  of  the  cafe  of 
the  warden  of  Manchefter  college.  Degrees  of  this  kind 
arc  often  convenient  for  clergymen,  as  they  are  qualif 
fications  for  a  plurality  of  livings,  but,  as  they  imply 
nothing  more  than  favour,  convey  little  or  no  honour. 

But  Hawkefworth  was  fo  far  miftaken  in  his  notion 
of  this  aft  of  kindnefs  of  the  archbifhop,  that  though 
he  had  never  red  Juftinian,  nor  perhaps  ever  feen  the 
Corpus  Juris  Civilis,  or  Corpus  Juris  Canonici,  he 
conceived  himfelf  tranfmuted  by  it  into  a  civilian  and 
a  canonift,  and  qualified  for  an  advocate  in  either  of 
thofe  judicatures  where  the  above  laws  are  fevcrally 
fKCOgnifed. 
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In  conftquencc  of  this  perfuafion,  he  made  an  effort 
to  be  admitted  a  pleader  in  the  courts  of  ccclefiaftical 
jurifdiftion,  but  met  with  luch  an  oppofition  as  ob- 
liged him  to  defift.  Upon  this,  he  bent  his  courfc 
another  way,  and,  recurring  to  his  firft  defign  of  con- 
verting his  fchool  into  a  kind  of  female  acadttny,  fuc- 
cceded,  not  more  to  his  own  emolument,  than  the 
improvanent  of  thofe  who  participated  in  the  benefits 
c(  his  tuition. 

In  this  train  of  events,  and  others  that  are  iwll 
enough  known,  it  may  be  difcerned,  that  Hawkef'- 
wwth  was  a  greater  gainer  by  the  Adventurer  than 
anj  of  thofe  concerned  in  it.  His  fuccefs,  however, 
wrought  no  good  effefts  upon  his  mind  and  conduft; 
it  elated  him  too  much,  and  betrayed  htm  into  a  for- 
getfulneft  of  his  origin,  and  a  negleift-  of  his  early  ac- 
quaintance i  and  on  this  I  have  heard  Johnfon  re- 
mark, in  terms  that  fufficientjy  exprefied  a  knowledge 
of  his  charafter,  and  a  refcntment  of  his  behaviour. 
It  is  probable  that  he  might  ufc  the  fame  language  lo 
Hawkefworth  himfelf,  and  alfo  reproach  him  with  the 
accept^ce  of  an  academical  honour  to  v^ich  he  could 
have  no  prctenfions,  and,  which  Johnfon,  conceiving 
to  be  irregular,  as  many  yet  do,  held  in  great  con- 
tempt i  thus  much  is  certain,  that  foon  after  the  at- 
tainment of  it,  the  intimacy  between  them  ceafrd. 

The  expedients  above-mentioned,  and  the  vifits  of 
a  variety  of  friends,  which  his  writings  had  procured 
him,  afforded  Johnfon  great  relief,  and  enabled  him  to 
keep  at  a  bay  thofe  terrors,  which  were  almoli  incef- 
fantly  affaiting  him,  till  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1752,  O.  S.  when  it  pleafed  God  to  try  him  by  aca- 
lamity,  which  was  very  near  realizmg  all  thofe  evils 

which,* 
II 
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which,  for  a  faia  of  years,  he  had  dreaded:  this  wa» 
the  loft  of  his  wife,  who,  on  the  aSth  day  of  March, 
and  after  ferenteen  years  cohabitation,  left  him  a 
childlefs  widower,  abandoned  to  forrow,  and  incap^lc 
ofconfolation. 

Thofe  who  were  bell  acquainted  with,  them  both, 
wondered  that  Johnfon  could  derive  no  comfort  from 
the  ufual  refources,  reficAions  on  .the  conditions  of 
morulity,  the  inftability  of  human  bappincfs,  rcfig- 
nation  to  the  divine  will,  and  other  topics  j  and  the 
*more,  when  they  confidcred,  that  their  marriage  wat 
not  one  of  thofe  which  inconfiderate  young  people 
call  love-matches,  and  that  flie  was  more  than  old 
enough  to  be  his  mother ;  that,  as  their  union  had  not 
been  produftive  of  children,  the  medium  of  a  new 
relation  between  them  was  wanting  {  that  her  inat- 
tention to  fome,  at  leaft,  of  the  duties  of  a  wife,  were 
evident  in  the  pcrfon  of  her  hufband,  whofe  n^Ii- 
gence  of  drefs  fccmcd  never  to  have  received  the 
leaft  correftion  from  her,  and  who,  in  the  fordidneft 
of  his  apparel,  and  the  complexion  of  his  linen,  even 
Ihamed  her.  For  thefe  reafons  I  have  often  been 
inclined  to  think,  that  if  this  fondneft  of  Johnfon 
for  his  wife  was  not  di0embled,  it  was  a  IcHbn  that 
he  had  learned  by  rote,  and  that,  when  he  praftifed 
it,  he  knew  not  where  to  flop  till  he  became  ridicu- 
lous. It  is  true,  he  has  celebrated  her  peribn  in  the 
word  formofae,  which  he  caufed  to  be  infcribed  on 
her  grave-ftoncj  but  could  he,  with  that  imperfeftion 
in  his  fight  which  made  him  fay,  in  the  words  of 
Milton,  he  never  faw  the  human  face  divine,  have 
been  a  witncfs  of  her  beauty  ?  which  we  nuy  fuppofe 
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had  ruftained  fomc  lofs  before  he  married  j  her 
daughter  by  her  former  hulband  being  but  little 
yoanger  than  Jdiflfon  himfelf.  As,  during  her  life- 
irmc,  he  invked  but  few  of  his  friends  to  his  houfe,  1 
never  faw  her,  but  I  have  been  told  by  Mr.  Ganick, 
iDr.  Hawkefwordi,  and  others,  diat  there  was  fomewhat 
■crazy  in  the  behaviour  of  them  both;  profound  refpcft 
■on  his  part,  and  the  airs  of  an  antiquated  beauty  on 
ier's.  Johnfon  had  not  then  been  ufed  to  the  company 
■of  women,  and  nothing  but  his  converfation  rendered 
4iim  tolerable  among  them  :  it  was,  tfierefore,  necef- 
farythat  he  fliould  praftice  his  Ijeft  manners  to  one 
whom,  as  flie  was  defcended  from  an  ancient  family, 
and  had  brought  him  a  fortune,  he  thought  his  fu- 
pertor.  This,  after  all,  muft  be  faid,  that  he  la- 
'boured  to  raife  his  opinion  of  her  to  the  higheft, 
by  inferring  in  many  of  her  books  of  devotion  that 
1   hare  feen,   fuch   endearing  memorials  as  thefe: 

«  This  was  dear  Tctty's  book.' *  This   was  a 

'*  prayer  which  dear  Tetty  was  accuftomed  to  fay,' 
not  to  mention  his  frequent  recoUeftion  of  her  in  hii 
■meditations,  and  the  fingularity  of  his  prayers  reliicft- 
ing  her. 

To  fo  high  a  pitch  had  he  worked  his  remembrance 
■of  her,  that  he  requefted  a  divine,  of  his  acquMntance, 
to  preach  a  fcrmon  at  her  interment,  which,  probably, 
'he  would  have  written  himfelf,  but  was  difluaded  from 
fo  oftentarious  a  difplay  of  the  virtues  of  a  woman, 
who,  though  'ihe  was  his  wife,  was  but  litde  known. 
■He  intended  alfo'to'have  depofited  her  remans  in  the 
-chapel  in  Tothill  fields,Weftminfter,  but,  altering  his 
mind,'hc  committed  the  .difpofid  of  them  to  his  friend 
Hawkefworth, 
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Hswkelworth,  *ho  buried  htr  in  his  own  parHh- 
chorch  of  Bronley  in  Kem,  undo-  ft  black  maiUe 
Rone,  on  'whidi  Johnfbn  bimfelF,  a  few  months  be* 
fort  his  death,,  caufed  the  following  memorial  to  bt 
infcribcd : 

Hie  conduntur  reHquHB 

ELIZABETHiC 

Antiqua  Jarvifiorum  gtaVBj 

Feadii^ae,  apud  Leiceftrienfes,  oraCs 

Fomx^,  cuJtz,  ingcniofie,  pi« ; 

Uzons,  ppmis  nuptiis>  H-enhici  PoRTXRt 

Secundis,  Samuelis  Johhson  ; 

■Qsi  multum  arV}3tatn>  dhique  deflmm 

Hoc  lapidc  contexit. 

Obiic  Londini,  menfe  Mart. 

A.  D.  MDCCLTtl. 

5  haVc  been  informed  that,  in  "his  early  youth,'he 
'eKte^ined  a  rOinantic  palTiDn,  excited  po'flibly  "by 
I'eading  the  poets,  for  a  young  woman  of  a  family 
and  in  circumftances  far  above  him  j  but  proofs  arc 
wanting  that  Johnfon  was,  at  any  period  of  hts 
life,  futcepdble  of  amorous  emoiicms.  In  his  intcr- 
courfe  with  the  world,  he  'had  become  known  to 
many  of  the  female  fex,  who  ibught  his  converfa- 
tton*,  but  it  was  never  heard  diat  he  -entertain- 
ed a  pafTion  for  any  one,  or  was  in  any  other 
fenfe  a  lover,   than    as  he  was  the  author  of  amo- 

*  Pafterity  will  wonder  to  betotd.riMtt  b  cplebMWd  courtezan, 
Kitty  Fifher.'wM  of  die  nnuber,  fitdtbatj  peffbly  buying  heard  of 
the  attempt  sf  Iffii 'QD  DuMfUmiBi,  ^Ake  Mcchft 'her  card  at 
hii  ianCe. 
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rous  verfes.  If  ever  he  was  in  danger  of  becom- 
ing one  in  reality,  it  was  *of  a  young  wonian  whom 
he  ufed  to  call  Molly  Afton,  of  whofc  wit,  and  of  the 
delight  he  enjoyed  in  converfing  with  her,  he  would 
fpeak  with  rapture  *,  but  this  was  in  the  life-time  of 
Mrs.  Johnfon,  and  he  was  a  man  too  ftrift  in  hi* 
morals  to  give  any  reafonable  caufe  of  jealoufy  to  a 
wife. 

The  melancholy,  which  feized  Johnfon  on  the  death 
of  his  wife,  was  not,  in  degree,  fuch  as  ufually  follows 
the  deprivation  of  near  relations  and  friends :  it  was 
of  the  blackeft  and  deepefl;  kind.  >^hat  affe£bion, 
which  could  excite  in  the  mind  of  Milton  the  pleaf- 
ing  images  defcribed  in  his  fonnet  on  his  deceafed 
wife, 

*  Methought  I  faw  my  late  efpoufed  faint,* 

wrought  no  fuch  effcfl:  pn  that  of  Johnson :  the  appa- 
rition of  his  departed  wife  was  altogether  of  the 
terrific  kind,  and  hardly  afforded  him  a  hope  that  ihc 
was  in  a  ftate  of  happinefs. 

*  She  was  a  nolent  wtug,  and,  by  conrequence,  a  declaimer  &r 
Gbeity,  a  particular  in  her  charafier  that  induced  JobnlbD  to  com- 
pliment her  in  the  fbllowing  elegant  ep^iam : 

Liber  ut  eflevelim,  fuaftAi  pulchra  Maria, 
lit  maneam  liber— pulchra  Maria,  vale ! 

Aoi  tianllated  by  Richard  Paul  Jodrell,  Erq; 

When  fair  Maria's  foft  perfoaftve  firain 
Bidi  imiverral  liberty  to  reign. 
Oh !  how  at  Tariance  are  her  lips  and  eyei ! 
For,  while  the  charmer  talks,  the  gazer  dies. 

Tha; 
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That  thefe  gloomy  conceptions  were  in  part  owing 
to  the  books  he  had  been  accuitomcd  to  read)  I  have 
litde  doubt.  Sundry  paffages  occur  in  his  writings, 
which  induce  a  fufpicion,  tiut  his  notions  of  the  flate 
of  departed  fpirits  were  fuch  as  are  now  deemed  fuper- 
ftittous;  and  I  will  not  attempt  to  vindicate  him 
from  the  charge  of  believing  fome  of  the  many  rela- 
tions extant,  that  go  to  prove  an  intercourse  between 
them  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  earth.  Thefe,  as  they 
were  fyftematical,  and  fuch  as  he  was  able  to  defend 
by  arguments  the  moft  fpecious,  I  can  no  better  ac- 
count for,  than  by  a  fuppofirion,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
his  ftydies  he  hSft  been  a  dabbler  in  demonology,  by 
which  I  mean,  not  the  writings  of  thofc  vulgar  authors 
who  relate  the  intrigues  and  midnight  banquets  of 
witches  with  infernal  fpirits,  or  that  teach  the  difference 
between  black  and  white  witches,  and  aiTcrc  the  power 
of  them  and  their  agents  to  harm  us,  but  from  thoft 
more  authentic  writers,  namely,  Mede,  and  othen, 
whole  proofs,  that  the  doArine  of  danons  made  a 
part  of  the  gentile  theology,  have  induced  an  opinion 
that  in  thefe  later  times  departed  fpirits  have  fuch  an 
exiftence  as  the  intcrcourfc  above-mentioned,  fecms 
to  imply. 
Not  to  dwell  longer  on  fo  painful  a  fubjed,  I  will 
*  difinifs  thefe  refleftions  with  an  obfervation,  that  by 
the  unhappinefs  of  his  bodily  conftitudon,  and  the 
defeat  of  his  organs  of  fenfe,  he  was  rendered  unfuf- 
ceptible  of  almoft  all  thofe  delights  which  we  term 
pleafures  of  the  imagination,  and  which  help  to  foothe 
the  mind  under  afflidion  j  and  this  melancholy  truth 
I  Ihall  attempt  to  illuftrate  by  the  following  obfer- 
vations : 

a  With 
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With  reCpcA  to  fight,  it  muft  be  note^  that  he  *as 
of  that  clafs  of  men,  who,  from  a  drfed  in  die  vifud 
organs,  are  termed  myopa,  or  near-fighted  perfons ; 
and  farther,  that  difeafe  had  deprived  him  of  the  uie 
of  one  eye,  the  confequence  whereof  was,  that  in  lieu 
of  thofe  Tarious  delightful  profpefts  which  the  face 
of  nature  affords,  the  beautiful  and  the  grsod,  thar 
multiply  ideas  and  admbiifter  delight>  as  well  in  thf 
fcBeikion  as  the  intmediau  enjoyment  of  them,  hii 
mind  was  prcfenced  with  an  univerfal  blank.  Nor 
was  his  misfortune  lefs,  with  refpeft  to  thofe  obje^ 
wherdn  beauty,  fymmetry,  and  haimony  of  parts  and 
firoportiona  are  rclidcnt:  to  him'^  ftacue  was  an 
unfhi^ien  mafs,  and  a  fumptuous  edifice  a  quarry 
offtone.  Of  the  beauties  of  painting,  notwithftand- 
ing  die  many  culogiums  on  that  art  which,  after  the 
ConKnenccment  of  his  friendfliip  with  Sir  Joibu» 
Reynolds,  he  inferted  in  his  wriungs,  he  had  not  thp 
le^  conception  i  and  this  leads  me  to  mention  a  faft 
CO  the  purpole,  which  I  well  remember.  One  evening, 
at  the  club,  I  came  in  with  a  fmall  roll  of  print], 
which,  in  the  afternoon,  I  had  picked  up :  I  think 
they  were  landfcapes  of  Ferelle,  and  laying  it  down 
with  my  hat,  Johnfon's  curiofity  prompted  him  to 
takeic  up  and  unroll  it:  he  viewed  the  prints  fever^ly 
widi  great  attention,  and  ^ed  me  what  fort  of  plea-' 
fure  fuch  things  could  afford  me ;  I  told  him,  that  as 
representations  of  nature,  cont»ning  an  af&mblage 
of  fuch  particiJars  aB  render  rural  fcencs  delightful, 
they  prefcnted  to  my  mind  the  objects  themlelves, 
and  that  my  imaginaaon  realifed  the  profpe^l:  bcfiace 
me;  he  {^d,'thac  was  more  than  his  would  do,  for  that 
3  in 
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in  his  whole  life  he  was  never  capable  of  difcerning  the 
leaft  refemblance  of  any  kind  between  a*pi£ture  and 
ihc  fubje^t  it  was  intended  to  rcprefent. 

To  the  delights  of  mufic,  he  was  equally  inl«nfible  *. 
neither  voice  nor  inftnimenti  nor  the  harmony  of  cm- 
cordant  founds,  had  power  over  his  aflfeflions,  or  evea 
to  engage  his  attention.  Of  inufic  in  general,  he  ha» 
been  heard  to  (a.yt  *  it  cxcitet  in  my  mind  no  ideas, 

*  and  hinders  me  from  contempluing  my  om }'  ami 
of  a  fine  linger,  or  inftmmental  performer,  that '  he  had 

*  the  merit  of  a  Canary-bird*.'  Not  that  his  hearing 
was  fo  defe^ve  as  to  account  for  this  inienfibility, 
but  he  laboured  tinder  the  misfortune  which  he  hag 
noted  in  his  life  of  Barretier,  and  is  cmnmon  to  more 
peribns  than  in  this  mufical  age  are  willing  to  con&fi 
.it,  of  wanting  that  additional  fenie  or  faculty,  which 
renders  mufic  grateful  to  the  human  ear. 

From  this  ftate  of  his  mental  and  bodily  conftitution, 
it  muft  neceffatily  be  inferred,  that  his  comforts  were 
very  few,  and  that  his  mind  had  no  counterpoife 
againft  thole  evils  of  ficknefs,  Ibrrow,  and  want; 
Whidi,  at  djl^rent  periods  of  his  life  he  laboured 
under,  and  in  fbme  of  his  writings  pathetically 
bunenrs.     Of  this  misfbrtijne   himfcJf  was  leniiblc^ 

^ft  *  I  hare  Ibmetiiiiei  thought  that  tnulic  was  pofitivc  pain  to  him. 

iWpon  his  once  hearing  a  celebrated  performer  go  through  a  hard 
colnpofition,  and  hearing  it  remarked  diat  It  wai  very  ii&cah, 
Johnfim  (aid,  'I  would  it  bad  been  impoffible.'  As  a  ftience^ 
which'  he  wu  ignorant  he  contemned  it.  In  the  early  part  of  my 
life  I  had  collefted  ibme  memoira  of  Abbate  Stcffani,  Mr.  Handel'* 
predeceflbf  at  the  court  of  Hanover,  and  the  compofer  of  thofe  fine 
^oeti  that  go  under  his  name,  with  a  view  to  print  them,  at  prefcnu 
to  fome  mulical  friends :  I  fubmitted  the  maaiifcript  to  Johnfon's 
perufal,  and  he  returned  it  with  correftions  that  turned  to  ridi- 
cule  all  I  had  laid  of  him  and  hii  works. 

and 
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and  the  frequent  reflexion  thereon  wrought  in  him 
a  perfuafion,  that  the  evils  of  humah  life  preponde* 
rated  againft  the  enjoyments  of  it ;  and  this  opinion 
he  wpuld  frequently  enforce  by  an  obfervaRon  on-  the 
general  ufe  of  narcotics  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  as> 
in  the  eaft,  and  fouthem  countries,  opium  i  in  the 
weft,  and  northern,  fpirituous  liquors  and  tobatco  *  { 
and  into  this  principle  he  refolvcd  moft.of  the  temp- 
tations to  ebriety.  To  the  ufe  of  the  former  of  thde, 
himfelf  had  a  ftrong  propenfity,  which  increafed  as 
he  advanced  in  years  ;  his  firft  inducement  to  it  was, 
reli^  againft  watchfiilnefs,  but  when  it  became  habi- 
tual, it  was  the  means  of  pofitive  pleafurc,  and  as  fuch, 
was  reforted  to  by  him  whenever  any  depreflion  of 
fpirits  made  it  neceflary.  His  praftice  was,  to  take 
it  in  fubftance,  that  is  to  fay,  half  a  grain  levigated 
with  a  fpoon  againft  the  fide  of  a  cup  half  full  of 
ibme  liquid,  which,  as  a  vehicle,  carried  it  down. 

With  fo  few  refources  of  delight,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  after  the  lofs  of  his  wife,  his  melan- 
choly was  hardly  fupportable.  Company  and  cohver- 
fation  were  the  only  reliefs  to  it,  and  when  thefc  failed 
him  he  was  miferable.  At  the  club  In  Ivy  lane,  our 
ufual  hour  of  departure  was  elcTcn,  and  when  that 
approached  he  was  frequendy  tempted  to  wander  tl 
Ib^ts,  and  join  in  the  converfation  of  thofe  mifel 
able  females  who  were  there  to  be  met  with.  Ol 
thefc  he  was  very  inquifitive  as  to  their  courfe  of  life, 
the  hiftory  of  their  fcduftion,  and  the  chances  of  re- 
claiming them.    The   firft    queftion    he   generally 

*  He  has  been  heard  to  remark,  that  lince  the  difufe  of  finoiking 
Bnung  the  better  Ibrt  of  people,  foteide  has  been  more  Ire^aeiit  ia 
Ais  Gouatry  than  before. 

^  aiked, 
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aflced  was,  if  they  couW  read.  Of  one  who  was  very 
handfome,  he  aikcd,  for  what  flie  thought  God  had 
given  her  fo  much  beaury ;  (he  anfwcred — '  To  pleafe 
'  gentlemen  *.' 

In  the  midft  of  the  diftrefles  which,  at  this  period 
of  his  liftg  furroundcd  him,  he  found  both  ioclination 
and  the  means  to  be  helpful  to  others.  His  wife* 
a  fhort  time  before  her  death,  had  conligned  to  his 

.  care  a  friend  of  her  own  fex,  a  pcrfon  of  very  extraor- 
dinary endowments,  whom,  for  a  benevolent  purpofe 
that  will  be  Ihordy  mentioned,  Johnfon  had  invited 
to  a  refidence  in  his  houfe :  This  was  Mrs.  Anna 
Williams,  whofp  hiftory  is  as  follows : 

Her  father,  Zachariah  Williams,  was  a  furgcpn  and 
phyflcian  in  South  Wales,  a  man  of  pans  and  great 
ingenuity :  he  had  addiiSled  himfelf  to  mathematical 
ftudies,  and  having,  by  a  kind  of  intuitive  penetra- 
tion, difcovered,  that  the  variations  of  the  magnetic 
needl*  were  equal  at  equal  diftances  eaft  and  weft  j  • 
he  cntert^ned  a  fanguine  hope,  that  he  hail  attained 
the  mpans  of  afcertainjng  the  longitude.  As  London 
was  the  place  where  he  thought  he  Ihould  beft  avail 

j^nifelf  of  his  difcovery,  and  alJb  turn  it  to  the  im- 
^ovement  of  his  fortunes,  he,  in  the  year  1730, 
with  an  apparatus  of  mathematical  and  nautical  inllru- 
ments  of  his  own  invention,  left  his  habitation  and 
bufinefs,  and,  together  with  his  daughter,  fettled  in 
the  metropolis.  Hii  firft  bufinefs  was,  to  lay  before 
the  commifUoners  of  the  longitude  the  fruits  of  his 

•  Thii  (lory  is  too  well  attefted  for  tne  to  omit  it ;  but  it  Icnvcs 
haqueftion.how,  ivichthedefefl  ol'iiglii  under  which  he  Ir.bourc  J, 
he  was  capabl^f  difccrniug  beauty.  He  might  poffifaly  liiiuk  it 
&a  i ad ifpen fable  requifite  for  her  pr^h&tia,  and  ihercft  re  conclude 
that  {he  had  ic. 
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ftudies ;  but,  upon  a  due  examination,  they  all  proved 
abortive :  no  proportion  whatever  of  the  reward  could 
be  affigned  him  as  lus  due ;  but,  as  a  fcind  of  recom- 
pence  for  his  difappolntment,  means  were  found  to 
procure  him  a  maintenance  in  the  Chartcrhdufe,  and 
accordingly  he  was  admitted  into  that  afylum  of 
age  and  poverty.  With  all  his  ingenuity  and  fcien- 
tific  wifdom,  which  I  have  heard  his  daughter,  with 
an  excufable  partiality,  magnify  beyond  credibility,  he 
muft  have  been  defeftive  in  worldly  prudence ;  for,  * 
tither  by  the  infraftion  of  ceconomical  regulations,  or 
feme  other  mifconduft  refpefting  the  endowment 
from  which  he  derived  his  fupport,  he  rendered  him- 
felf  at  firft  obnoxious  to  cenfure  from  the  governors, 
and  in  the  end  was  obliged  to  forego  all  the  benefits 
of  it.  tt>^  become  an  outcaft,  and,  at  the  age  of  feventy- 
five,  to  fufFer  fliipwreclc  in  the  wide  ocean  of  the 
world.  In  a  narrative,  publifhed  in  1749,  he  com- 
plains of  his  expulfion  as  an  aft  of  injuflice. 

What  became  of  him  afterwards  I  could  liever 
learn,  fave  that  in  the  year  17551  he  publilhed  in 
Italian  and  EngUfli  a  book  intitled,  *  An  account  of 
*  an  attempt  to  afcertain  the  longitude  at  fea,  by  ^ 
'  exaft  theory  of  the  magnetical  needle,'  written,  ^f^ 
it  is  fuppofed,  by  Johnfon,  and  tranilated  by  Mr." 
Baretti.  Of  his  daugliter,  I  am  able  to  fay  more, 
having  known  her  a  long  time.  About  ten  years 
after  her  arrival  with  her  father  in  London,  (he  was 
alajTned  by  die  appearance  of  a  cataraift  on  both  her 
e)-es,  which  continued  to  increafc  till  it  totally  de- 
prived her  of  her  figlu.  Before  Ais  calamity  befci 
her,  ftie,  with  the  afliftance  of  her  father,  had  ac- 
quireti  a  knowledge  of  the  French.^nd  Italian 
10  languages 
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languages,  and  had  made  great  improvonents  in 
literature,  which,  together  with  the  exercife  of  her 
needie,  at  which  flie  was  very  dextrous,  as  well  after 
the  lols  of  her  fight  as  before,  contributed  to  fupport 
her  under  her  affliftion,  till  a  time  when  it  was  thought 
by  her  friends,  that  relief  might  be  obtained  from  the 
hand  of  an  operating  fui^con.  At  the  requeft  of 
Dr.  Johnfon,  1  went  with  her  to  a  friend  of  mine, 
Mr.  Samuel  Sharp,  fenior  furgeon  of  Guy's  hoipiial, 
who  before  had  given  me  to  underftand,  that  he  would 
%x)uch  her  gratis  if  the  cataraft  was  ripe,  but  upon 
making  the  experiment  it  was  found  otherwile,  and 
that  the  cryftalline  humour  was  not  fufHcirntly  in- 
fpiflated  for  the  needle  to  take  cSeA.  She  had  been 
almoft  a  conftant  companion  of  Mrs.  Johnfon  for  Jbme 
time  before  her  deceafe,  but  had  never  refided  in  the 
houte:  afterwards,  for  the  convenience  of  performing 
the  intended  operation,  Johnfon  took  her  home,  and 
upon  the  falure  of  dut,  kept  her  as  the  parmer  of 
hi3  dwelling  till  he  removed  into  chambers,  6rll  in 
Gray's  inn,  and  next  in  the  Temple.  Afterward,  in 
1766^  upon  his  taking  a  houfc  in  Johnfon's  court  in 
Fleet  ftrcet,  he  invited  her  thither,  and  in  that,  and 
his  laft  houfe  in  Bolt  court,  fhe  fucceflively  dwelt  for 
the  remjunder  of  her  life. 

.,  The  I06  of  her  fight  made  but  a  fmall  abatement 
^f  her  chearfulnefs,  and  was  fcarce  any  interruption 
of  her  ftudics.  "With  the  afllftance  of  two  female 
friends,  Ihe  tranflated  from  the  French  of  Pere  La 
Bletrie,  the  life  of  the  emperor  Julian*.  In  1755, 
.  Mr.  Ganick,  ever  difpofed  to  help  the  affllAed,  in- 

*  S««itllicationediiiNidiols'sUfegfBowyer, 

Yfl  dulged 
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duTged  her  with  a  bcncfit-play  'that  produced  her 
two  hundred  pounds;  aiid  in  17^6,  flie  publilhed  by 
fubfcription  a  quarto  volume  of  mifcellanies  in  'profe 
and  verfe,  'and  thereby  inct^afed  her  little  furtd  to 
three'hundred  poundsj  which,  being  prudendy  iiiveft- 
cd,  yielded  an  income,  that  uhdcr  fijch  proteffion  as 
Ihe  experienced  from  Dr.  Johnfon,  was  fufficient  for 
her  fupport. 

She  was  a  wonian  of  an  enlightened  underftanding  $ 
plain,  as  the  women  call  it,  in  her  pcrfon,  and  eafily 
provoked  to  anger,  but'p6flii0ing,  ncverthelels,  fome* 
excellent  nioral  qualities,  among  which  no  one  was 
more  conspicuous,  than  her  defife  to  profflote  tlie 
welfare  and  happlnefs  of  others,  ahd  of  this  flie 
gave 'a  figrial  proof,  by  her  (blicitudc  in  favour  of 
an  inftitutlon  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of 
poor  deferied  females  in  the  parifli  of  St.  Sepulchre, 
London,  fuppoited  By  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
ladies,  aiid,  as  the  fouhdatioh-flfane  of  a  fijnd  for  its 
future  fubfiftcnce,  Ihe  bequeathed  to  it  the  vi^ole  of 
that  BtUc,  which,  by  the  means  above-mentioned, 
ilhc  had  been  able  to  accumOlate.  To  the  endow-' 
ments  and  qualities  here  afcribed  to  her,  may  be 
addedj  a  larger  fliare  of  experimental  prudence  than  is 
the  lot  of  molt  of  her  fex.  Johnlbn,  in  many  exi- 
gences, found  her  an  able  councilor, '  tad  ieldoA 
ihewed  his  wifdom  more  than  when  he 'hearkened  to 
her'  advice.  In  return,  Jhe  received  from  his  conter- 
fation  the  advantages  of  religious  and  moral  improve- 
ment, which  ihe  cultivated  fo,  as  in  a  ^reat  meifiire 
to  finooth  the  conftitutional  afperity'  of  Tier  temper. 
When  thcfe  particulars  are  known,  this  intimacy, 
vtbiHi  began  with  compalBon,  and  terminated  in  a 
friendlhip 
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fticndihip  thatTubfifted  uU  death  dUTolved  it,  will  be 
eafily  accounted  for. 

Johnfon  had  but  for  a  Ihort  time  enjoyed  the  rdief 
from  folicude  and  melancholy  refleAion  which  this 
friendly  attachment  atForded  him,  before  he  expe- 
rienced that  affliftion,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  nature, 
i^  the  concomitant  of  longevity,  in  the  lofs  of  his 
friend  Cave,  w:ho  finilhed  a  ufeful  and  well-fpcnc  life 
io  the  month  of  January,  1754.  l^  i^iglic  fcem  that 
-  between  men  f^  different  in  their  endowments  and 
Cempets  as  Johnfon  and  Cave  were,  little  of  true 
friend0iip  could  fubfift,  but  the  contrary  was  the 
cafe :  Cave,  though  a  man  of  a  faturnine  difpofition, 
had  a  fagacity  which  had  long  been  excrcifcd  in  the 
difcrimination  of  men,  in  {earching  into  the  receffcs 
of  their  minds,  and  finding  out  what  they  were  fit 
for ;  and  a  liberality  of  fentiment  and  aftion,  which, 
under  proper  reftriftions,  inclined  him  not  only  K» 
encourage  genius  and  merit,  but  to  efteem  and  even 
to  venerate  the  pofleflbps  of  thofe  qualities  as  often  as 
he  met  with  them  :  it  cannot,  therefore,  be  fuppofed, 
but  that  he  enteruined  a  high  regard  for  fuch  a  man 
as  Johnfon,  and,  having  had  a  long  experience  of  his 
abilities  and  integrity,  that  he  ha^  improved  this  dif- 
pofition into  friendlhip.  Johnfon,  on  his  part,  fought 
for  other  qualities  in  thofe  with  whom  he  meant  to 
form  connections :  had  he  determined  to  majte  only 
thofe  h^  friends  whofe  endowments  were  equal  to  his 
own,  his  life  would  have  been  that  of  a  Carthufian; 
he  was  therefore  more  folicitous  to  contract  friend- 
ihips  with  men  of  probity  and  inte^ty,  and  endued 
vidi  good  moral  qualities,  than  with  thofe  whole  in- 
tdle£tual  po^rers,  or  literary  attainments,  were  the 
1C  3  ipoft 
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moft  confpicuous  part  of  their  charafter  j    and  of 

the  former.  Cave  had  "a  Ihare,  fuificient  to  juftify  his 

choice. 

On  this  mutual  regard  for  each  other,  as  on  a  folid 
bafis,  retted  the  friendfhip  between  Johnfon  and  Cave. 
It  was  therefore  with  a  degree  of  forrow,  proportioned 
to  his  feelings  towards  his  friends,  which  were  ever 
tender,  that  Johnfon  refleflcd  on  the  lofs  he  had  to 
fuftaiq,  and  became  the  narrator  of  the  moft  important 
incidents  of  his  life.  L.  the  account  which  he  has 
given  of  his.  death,  it  wJU  be  readily  believed,  that 
what  he  has  related  rcfpcfting  the  conftaiicy  of  his 
friendfhip,  is  true,  and  .that  when,  as  the  laft  aft  of' 
reafbn,  he  fondly  preflrd  the  hand  that  was  afterwards 
employed  in  recording  his  memory,  his  affe^ion  was 
fincere. 

By  fome  papers  now  in  my  hands  it  feems  that,  not- 
withftanding  Johnfon  was  pad  for  writing  the  Ramb- 
ler, he  had  a  remaining  intcreft  in  the  copy-right  of 
tliat  paper,  which  about  this  time  he  fold.  The  pro- 
duce thereof,  the  pay  he  was  receiving  for  his  papers 
in  the  Adventurer,  and  the  fruits  of  his  other  literary 
labours,  had  now  exalted  him  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  com- 
parative afBuence,  as,  in  his  judgment,  made  a  man., 
fervant  neceflary.  Soon  after  the  dcceafe  of  Mrs. 
Johnfon,  the  father  of  Dr.  Bathurft  arrived  in  England 
from  Jamaica,  and  brought  with  him  a  negro-fervant, 
a  native  of  that  ifl  ""d,  whom  he  <:aufed  to  be  baptized 
and  iiamed  '  V^ncis  Barber,  and  fcnt  for  inftruftion 
to  Jurton  upon  Tees  in  Yorklhirc :  upon  the-  deccafc 
of  captain  Bathurft,  for  fo  he  was  called,  Francis 
went  to  live  with  his  fon,  who  willingly  parted  with 
him  to  Johnfop.  The  ufes  for  which  he  was  intended 
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to  ferve  this  his  laft  mailer  were  not  very  apparent, 
for  Diogenes  himfelf  never  wanted  a  fervant  iefs  than 
he  fecmcd  to  do  :  the  great  bufliy  wig,  which  through- 
out his  life  he  affefted  to  wear,  by  that  clofenefs  of 
texture  which  it  had  contracted  and  been  fuffbred  to 
retain,  was  ever  nearly  as  impenetrable  by  a  comb 
as  a  quicklct  hedge ;  and  little  of  the  duft  that  had 
once  fettled  on  his  outer  garments  was  ever  known  to 
have  been  difturt>ed  by  the  brufli.  In  fliort,  his  garb 
and  the  whole  of  his  external  appearance  was,  not  to 
fay  negligent,  but  flovenlv,  and  even  fqualid  j  to 
all  which,  and  the  neceflary  confequences  of  it,  he 
appeared  as  infenfible  as  if  he  had  been  nurtured  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  he  faw  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  offcnfive  peailiarities  in  his  manners,  his 
converfation  had  great  attradionsj  and  perhaps  'he 
might  eftimate  the  ftrength  of  the  one  by  the  degree 
of  the  other,  and  thence  derive  that  apathy,  which, 
after  all,  might  have  its  foundation  in  pride,  and 
afforded  him  occafion  for  a  triumph  over  all  the 
folicitudes  refpcfting  dreCi  *. 


*  That  he  was  an  habitual  floven  ku  belt  friends  cannot  deny. 
When  I  firft  knew  him,  he  waa  little  Iefs  fo  than  Magliabechi,  of 
whom  it  is  faid,  that  at  mtali  be  made  a  book  ferve  him  for  a 
plate,  and  that  he  very  feldom  changed  his  linen,  or  washed  him- 
felf. It  is  (aid  of  other  fcholars  and  men  eminent  in  literacare,  of 
Leibiutz,  Poiret,  St.  Evremond,  and  Pop^  Jiai  they  were  alike 
uncleanly.  Jc^nfon,  as  hia  acquaintance  v,.i^  perf  =  of  condition 
became  more  enlarged,  and  his  invitations 'to  c..iii  : -panic  In- 
creafed,  Ci^irefted,  in  fome  degree,  this  failing,  bat  could  nevei'  be 
faid  to  be  neatly  drefled,  or  indeed  clean  j  he  afieAed  to  wear 
cloatht  of  the  darkeft  and  dirtieft  colours,  and,  ii|  all  weathers, 
black  ftockingt.  His  wig  never  lat  even  on  his  head,' as  may  be 
oblervcd  ia  all  the  pidurei  of  him,  the  realbn  whereof  was,  that 
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Of  this  ncgrp-fervant  much  has  been  faid,  by  thofe 
who  knew  little  or  nothing  of  him,  in  juftification  of 
that  pardality  which  Johnfon  (hewed  for  him,  and  his 
negleft  of  his  own  necelTitous  relations.  The  follow- 
ing particulars  are  all  that  are  worth  relating  of  him : 
He  ftayed  with  Johnfon  about  five  years,  that  is  to 
fay,  till  1758,  and  then  left  him,  but  at  the  end  of 
two  years  returned,  and  was.  taken  again  into  his 
fervice.  His  firft  mafter  had,  in  great  hunnanity, 
made  him  a  Chriflian ;  and  his  laft,  for  no  alTignable 
reafon,  nay,  rather  in  defpight  of  nature,  and  to  unfit 
him  for  being  ufeful  according, to  his  capacity,  deter- 
mined ro  make  him  a  fcholar. 

He  placed  him  at  a  fchool  at  Bilhop-Stortford,  and 
kept  him  diere  five  years  j  and,  as  Mrs.  Williams  was 
ufed  to  fay,  who  would  frequently  reproach  him  with 
his  indifcretion  in  this  inftance,  expended  three  hun- 
dred pounds  in  an  eni^avour  to  have  him  taught  Latin 
and  Greek*. 

The  propofal  for  the  ditftionary,  and  other  of  his 
writings,  had  exhibited  Johnfon  to  view  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  poet  and  a  philologift  :  to  his  moral  quali- 
ties, and  his  concern  for  the  interefts  of  religion  and 
virtue,  the  world  were  for  fome  time  ftrangers ;  but  no 
fooner  were  thcfe  manifefted  by  the  publication  of  the 
Rambler  and  the  Adventurer,  than  he  was  looked 
up  to  as  a  mafter  of  human  life,  a  praftical  Chriftian, 

be  had  a  twill  in  his  fhoulilers.  and  that  the  motion  of  his  head, 
as  fooD  at  he  put  it  oiu  dragged  it  awry. 

•  Mrs.  Williams,  who,  with  a  view  to  the  interell  of  her  ffiend, 
was  very  attentive  to  tlie  condufl  of  this  his  favourite,  when  Ihe  took 
occafion  to  complain  to  his  mafter  of  his  mifbehaviour,  would  do  ic 
in  I'ttch  terms  as  thefe :  •  Tius  is  your  fcholar  I  your  philofopher  1 
'  upon  whom  you  have  fpent/o  many  hundred  poands.' 

and 
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«;ad  «  ^vine ;  his  acquaintance  was  feug^  by  pen- 
foas  of  the  Rrit  eminence  in  Utertture,  and  his  houlo, 
iarefpedofche  converfauom  there,  became  an  acar 
dany.  One  periba,  in  paitic^dwi  «4io  feems,  ibr  a 
great  part  of  has  tife,  K>  have  ASe&ed  the  chacader  of 
ft  patron  of  learned  and  ingenious  men,  in  a  letter 
which  I  have  feen,  made  him  ar  bentlec  qf  his  friendfliip 
ftk  tenm  to  this  e£k& :  — '  Thar  tutwing  penile4  maivf  of 

*  his  wiitings,  and  dwice  conceived  a  hig^  opinion  of 

*  his  Icatoingi  his  genius,  and  mwol  ^ua^tica^  if  Mr> 

*  Jt^fbo  was  inc^ncd  to  en)ar£e  die  circle  of  his.  ac^ 

*  quuntivice,  he  [the  letter<-wrilet}  flKwdd  \)e  glad  tq 

*  be  admitted  into  the  numbcf  of  his  fricmds,  and  to 

*  receive  a  viGt  from  him.'— — This  periba  was  Mr. 
PodJngtois  aftefwftrdq  H>fd  MelFomhe,  the  value  and 
honour  of  whole  patronagCi  to  ipeak  the  muh,  may 
in  fame  degree  be  eftirpated  by  hii  diary  lately  pub- 
))ibed>  but  better  by  the  account  which  I  mean  here 
to  ^ve  of  hia  fitvfwritca  and  depentfents,  with  foms 
of  whom  I  was  pcrftmaUy  acquuctcfj.  How  Johnfoo 
received  this  invitation  I  kiunr  not :  as  it  was  con- 
veyed in  very  handtbme  expi<cglons>  it  required  fom^ 
apol^y  for  declining  itj  and  I  cannot  but  think  he 
framed  one. 

One  of  the  earlieft  of  lord  Mclcombe's  clients  wu 
Dr.  Edward  Young,  the  author  of  the  Satires,  a(  the 
Nighc-theughtB,andQftheRevengc,»trag«dyi  aman 
who,  byafb-aage  foaKcyv  could  never  atnin  to  any  cf 
thofe  diftinAions  in  his  profeffion,  which  are  generally 
undetftood  to  be  the  rewards  of  learning  and  piety,  and 
OK^  be  fuppo&d  tia  have  failed  by  the  ardour  with 
irfiich  he  foliciicd,  and  die  fervile  aduUtion  which  he 
{Mraftifed  to  come  3t  thcm>  o(  which  latter  difpofltion 

he 
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he  has  given  fuch  tnftances  in  the  dedications  of  his 
^tires  to  die  rcveral  perTons  of  high  rank,  to  whom 
they  are  addrefled,  as  alio,  in  the  exordium  to  each 
of  the  Nig^t-thoug^  at  their  firft  coming  abroad, 
for  in  the  later  ediuon  they  aic  omitted,  as  are  a  dif- 
grace  to  manhood,  and  mull  have  put  the  vaineft  ^f 
his  patrons  to  the  blufh. 

Mr.  James  Ralph  was  another  of  his  dependents, 
of  whom,  as  a  pretender  to  genius>  much  may  be 
leanied  from  the  Dunciad.  He  was  die  tool  of  that 
patty,  of  which  his  lordfhip  laboured  in  v^n  to  bcctHne 
the  leader  j  and,  to  ferve  its  purpofcs,  by  inflaming 
.  the  minds  of  the  people,  wrote  a  weekly  paper  called 
the  Remembrancer*.  For  this  and  other  good  deeds 
of  the  like  kind,  he  is,  in  the  diary  above-mentioned, 
held  forth  as  an  exemplar  to  all  writers  of  his  profelTion, 
'  and  dignified  with  the  chu^fter  of  an  hondl  man. 
Anodier  of  thefe  men  of  genius,  who  enjoyed  the 
favour  of  Mr.  DodingTOn,  was  Mr.  Paul  Whitehead, 
whofe  love  for  his  country,  and  knowledge  of  its  in-' 
tcrefts,  became  firft  known  by  a  fatire  of  his  writing 
entitled,  *  The  State  Dunces,*  which,  as  he  was  a 
patriot,  and,  as  all  patriots  pretend  to  be,  a  firm  friend 
to  what  they  call  the  conftitutiop,  bears  this  candid 
motto ; 

*  Whoever  Is  deltrom  of  being  scqnainted  with  the  intrigues  of 
contending  ftdiotu,  and  the  methods  of  exciting  popolir  difcontent, 
may  receive  ample  iolminatiim  tram  the  penifal  of  lord  Melconbe't 
Diuy,  and  mil  there  find,  that  to  eSed'thia  purpofe,  and  fumifli 
the  nnthinking  multitude  nith  topici  for  clamour,  the  publicatioa 
of  a  political  news-paper  was  by  him  and  his  party  thought  expedi< 
ent.  I  have  been  credibly  inbrmed,  that  dean  Swift  would  fre- 
quently boaft,  that  with  liberty  allowed  him  for  the  free  exerdfe  of 
his  pen  on  the  mearures  of  gOYcminciit,  he  wa*  able  to  write  down 
miy  miniitry  whatever. 
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*  I  from  my  feullinccrely  hue 

*  Both  kings  uid  minifters  of  ftate.' 

He  alfo  wrote  *  Manners,*  a  fatire  j  a  libel  of  a  m«tt 
general  tendency,  as  including  in  it  many  tnTc^yes 
againfi  fome  of  the  nihility,  and  molt  eminent  of  the 
di^inified  clergy. 

Of  this  man,  who  many  years  was  my  neighbour  in 
the  country,  I  know  much  to  blame  and  fonnewhac  to 
connmend :  he  may  be  fuppofed,  in  his  younger  days, 
to  have  imbibed  that  malevolence  ^ainft  the  Hanova 
luccefiion,  which  vas  the  fcntiment  of  many  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century^  and  by  an  eafy  tranfidoHf 
to  which  the  perufal  o(  fuch  papers  as  the  Craftfman, 
GommDn-fenfe,  and  other  publications  of  the  time, 
and,  moft  of  all,  the  converfauon  of  fuch  perlbns  as 
he  chofe  for  his  aifociates,  might  probably  lead  him, 
to  have  engendered  in  his  nund  a  hatred  of  all  whole ' 
offices  in  the  ftate  had  made  the  fupport  of  govern- 
ment their  duty,  and  a  rcfolution  to  acquiefcc  in  that 
fallacious  difcrimination  of  two  claffes  of  men,  the 
one  whereof  was  in,  and  the  other  out  of  power,  into 
the  court  and  country  partes. 

It  is  not  much  to  the  credit  of  the  latter  of  thele 
two,  that  fome  of^the  writers  on  the  fide  of  it  were 
fuch  avowed  enemies  to  religion,  as  might  beget,  in 
thofe  acquainted  with  their  charafters,  a  fufpicion 
that,  as  in  the  language  of  politics,  there  is  an  alliance 
between  church  and  ftate,  a  fimilar  relation  fubfifts 
between  infidelity  and  patriotifin,  proofs  whereof  have 
not  been  wanting  in  thefe  our  late  times ;  for  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  as  the  injunftions  to  obedience  imply  reli- 
gion, the  want  thereof,  quoad  the  perfon  who  is  to 
pay  it,  vacates  the  obligation,  and  leaves  lum  at  liberty 
to.  form  an  alliance  with  the  other  fide. 

Y6  And 
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And  that  fomc  of  the  writers  on  the  fidrf  of  thd 
cxtUntry  parry,  as  it  was  called,  particularly'  in  the 
Craftfman,  were   men   of  this  charafter,  is  certain* 
Atnhurft,  the  oftenfible  auAor   of  the  "paper,  was 
expelled  his  univerfity,  and  was,  moreover,  a  friend 
and  aflbciate  of  Strutt,  an  attorney  of  Che  temple,  who 
wrote  feveral  letters  or  eflays  in  his  paper,  and  a  treatife   - 
with  fome  fuch  title  as, '  A  philofophical  eftquiry  into' 
•  the  nature  of  human  liberty,"  wherein  the  fi-eedom  of 
the  human  will  is  denied,  and  the  anions  of  men  are 
made  to  refult  from  an  irrefiftible  neccffity.  This  traft 
I  have  heard  Whitehead  commend  and  aflert  that  it 
contained  a  full  refutation  of  all  that  Dr.  Clarke,  in 
his  controvcrfy  with  Leibnitz,  has  advanced  in  favour 
of  the  contrary' opinion,  and  at  the  fame  time  fpeak 
of  the  author  as  one  whom  the  greatnefs  of  his  parts, 
had  he  lived,  would  have  raifcd  to  the  dignity  of  lord- 
chancellor;  but  of  whofe  moral  and  religious  prin- 
ciples a  judgment  may  be  formed,  by  means  of  the 
following  letter,  which,  for  the  atheiftical  expreflions 
contained  therein,  was  the  ground  for  the  expulfion  of 
the  writer  of  it  from  the  urf!verfity  of  Cambridge.     I 
forbear  remarking  on  this  blafphemous  epiftle,  farther 
than,- that  the  regret  I  have  often  felt  in  die  perufal  of 
it  has  been  not  a  litde  increafed  by  the  figure  that  my 
friend  Paul  makes  in  it,  and  the  intimacy  between  him 
and  Strutt  which  it  difclofcs. 

*  To  Mr.  Stephek  G bbs. 

*  Dear  Stephen,  Oft,  3,  173^. 

*  I  received  yours,  with  the  guinea  and  the  partridges, 
•  :r  which  I  return  you  many  thanks,  and  need  not 
'  iky  how  much  I  (hould  rejoice  in  your  company  at 

'  the 


Dr.  SAWIUE'L  JO^HWS'ON.    535    ' 

*  tifeeatlrtgofthifn.    -But -wc  not-Only  *ftiffl»the'lofi 

»  'LdnHon  '■lucbg.  l^  -Moftday,  and  it  is  'Urtttrttin 

■  *  whcnfie'll  have-lw^er  to  break 'fmm  the  ittm  o^ 

'  his  cKarrtier,  but  V—-  =-  *iU  fupply  hJsplSfcat 

« 'tfieTuns  tb-dtty,  trf^i'is  ingKata-lufro^m  dte<ttBre 

*  of  truth. 

*  *I  am  Viiy  gjati  -to  h*Br  W-'j-mi  .^jni  t(  u  jp. 

*  ^ars  fo  weiUn  the  "tWl-ld  ^gain,  andiiAWiydu  fet 
»  him,  Tiegyouwoiild'rtrhdhberniy  kind  rrfjicifts'to 

*  hffin,  Wifhing^hirh  all  jby.  And  is  to  any  feather 
*progrefs  in  atKeifin,!  Vas'arriV'd  at'tiKetop,  Acne 
'*plus  wltra,bef6fe  lehjdycdihe  bCatifkk'vifion  (die 

*  night  1  was  bom  in  the  fpirit  from  you)  being  #ited 

*  and  immoveable'  in  'the  knowledge  6f  the  truth,  10 

*  which  I  attain'bd'byfYieilm  ef -that  infallible  guide 

*  the  PMIbfophical  Enquiry ;  and  I  am  glad  to  hear, 

*  what  I  did  not  at  all  doubt  of,  that  it  wo'Md  equally 

*  enUghten  your  underftanding  j  and  am  perfoaiiBj  " 

*  that  ■  you  Tee  the  ■n'eCeflary'cbtineftion'bctwcen  every 

*  prdpofition,  and  conlequently,  that  the  points  now 

*  in  debate  are' ftrifHydemonftrated.     If  any  material 

*  objei5tion  fiiould  arife  (Which  is  bafely  a  poflible 

*  fuppofirion)  I  beg  you  Will  confult  me,  or  fome 

*  other,  able  minifter  of  the  wwd  of  oiiih,  to  the 
'  quietiiigofyour  cenftience^andayoidiBgall  fcruf^ 

*  and  doubt. 

*  I-was  ineijpreflibly  happy  with  the  moft  adorable 
'and  onfmlTcieht  Father  Strutt,  Jus  ■  brother  WhiK- 

*  head,  W — -— ,  &c.  oona|dotely  fulfilling- the  fcene 

*  propDled'inMfletter. 

*  On  Saturday  we  came  to  Cambridge,  where  we  ^ 

*  had  the'fuirenj*ynrtcm  of  thiir's  till  Tucfday,  when  -c? 

3  *  they    •' 
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*  they  Ktum'd  to  Buryj   and  Jaft  Saturday  t  went 

*  thithw^ain  by  appointment,  but  they  were  obliged 

•  to  fet  out  that  day  for  London,  and  I  went  with  thnn 
■  to  Sudbury,  where  we  lay.     You'll  unaginc  I  waa 

,  *  tranfported  with  their  company,  and  would  not  have 

*  left  them  before  they  got  to  Londott,  but  that  I  wm 

•  obliged  to  return  to  college  to  pray. 

*  I'vefentyouonefongasatafterfourmirth*.   I 

•  receiv'd  a  letter  from  the  preiidcnt  ycftcrday,  which 

•  obliges  me  to  return  to  Horkflcy  next  Tuefday. — 

*  I  hope  I  ffaalt  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  in 

•  college  about  the  5th  of  November.    In  the  mean 

*  time  I  fliall  be  glad  of  a  line  or  two  from  you, 

*  and  am 

*  Your  fmcerc  friend 
*  and  humble  fervant, 

'  T.  D— CK— t/ 

*  P.  S.    Strutt  was  the  author  of  the  three  letters 

*  in  the  lafE  Craftfinen,  except  lalt  Saturday's,  and 

•  will  write  in  defence  of  them  in  anfwer  to  the  mi- 

•  nifterial  writers.    I  intend  myfelf  the  pleafutc  of 

*  drinking  tea  with  Polly  this  afternoon.    My  fervice 

•  to  Mr.  G— —  ,  Mifs  Nanny,  and  all  friends.* 

The  political  principles  of  Whitehead  recMn- 
mended  him  to  Mr.  Dodington,  whofe  oftentation 
vas  gratified,  and  his  ambidous  views  in  a  way  to 
be  advanced,  by  a  connexion  with  a  man  who 
bad  abilities  to  write,  uid  die  boldnefs  to  publilh 
whatever  might  ferve  the  purpofes  of  a  party,  and 
whofe  zeal  for  its  intercfts  was  fubjcftito  any  direSaon, 

*  Snppofed  10  be,  '  Religion**  apolitic  Isv.' 

Dodington 
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tJodington  admired  the  kecnnefs  of  Whitehead's  irii^ 
and  the  fpirit  of  his  fatires,  and  his  commendations 
were  repaid  by  the  later,  with  encomiums  on  hia 
patrcMi's  political  wiTdom  and  qualifications  for  ftate 
emfdoyments,  which,  as  they  feemed  to  have  nofoun- 
dation  in  principle,  Paul  was  as  ticde  able  to  invefti- 
gatt  as  to  ddineate  the  path  of  a  comec  In  his  con- 
vofation  there  was  little  to  praifc :  it  was  defultory, 
vociferous,  and  profane.  He  had  contra^ed  a  habit 
of  fwearing  in  his  younger  yeara,  which  he  retained 
to  his  latcft.  At  Twickenham  he  never  frequented 
divine  fervice  1  and  when  prefled  by  one  of  his  friends 
there  to  ftiew  himiilf  at  church,  excufed  himfelf  by 
iaying  he  was  not  fetded.  He  was  vifited  by  very 
few  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  1  but  his  houfc 
was  open  to  all  his  London  fnpsds,  among  whom 
were  Mr,  Hogarth,  Ifaac  Ware  die  juxhiteft,  George 
Lambert,  and  Hayman  the  painters,  and  Mr.  Harard 
die  player,  men  who  had  fpcnt  all  their  lives  in  and 
aboQC  Covent'garden,  and  looked  upon  it  as  the 
fchool  of  manners,  and  an  epitome  of  the  world. 

Paul  was  endowed  with  a  great  portion  of  wit,  but 
it  was  akogether  of  the  fatyrical  kind,  and  ferved  to 
little  purpofe,  other  than  to  expofc  to  ridicule  or 
conten^t  the  obje&  to  which  it  was  directed.  In 
concert  with  one  Carey  a  furgeon,  he  planned  and 
exhibited  a  proceflion  along  the  Strand,  of  perfons  on 
ibot  and  on  horfeback,  dreffed  for  the  occafion,  car- 
rying mock  enfigns,  and  the  fymbols  of  ftec-mafonry^j 
the  defign  of  which  was,  to  expofc  to  laughter  the 
infignia  and  ceremonies  of  that  myfterious  inftitution, 

•  A  print  of  the  proceffion,  defigncd  and  engraved  by  Benoifi; 
Wfti  pfiUiAied  about  die  tune, 

and 
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«nd  icms  not  tflldiiity  jrears  after,  tiut  the  fiatetirit^ 
■recovered  the  difgraceifhich  ib  ludicrous  a  roprdsv 
tation  had  brought  on  h. 

After  enamerBting.'thde  hU-exceptionable  qudida^, 
h  is  but  juftice  to  foyof  Whitehead,  that  tie  mis  -bf 
n^ure  a  friendly^nd  kind-hearted  man,  well  acquunt- 
•ed  with  vulgar  mantiers  and  the  tawn,'but  little  tldiled 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  and,  by  confequence, 
■little  aUc  to  rtfflft  the  arts  ofdefigningmffni  and«f 
'tins  dcfeflhegave  aitWlanCholy  probf  in  fubmitting; 
to  bccngaged'forFleetwoGd,  the  patentee  of  Drui^ 
'hne  theatre,  in -a  bond  for  gcxMl;  for '&Uure  in  the 
payment  whereof  he  frffti^ed  imprifonment  in  the 
Tleet  for  fome  of  the  beft  years  of  his  life.  He  JiM 
-married  -a  woman  of  a  good'family  andfortune,  whom, 
-thoughhomdy-in  her-pertbn,  and  little  better  tban-an 
idiot,  Ik  treat<»l  not  «nly^th  luimuitty,  butm^ 
tendemefs,  hiding,  oaw^U  a»hrwas«ble,'Aflfedefe£k 
inher umierftandiBg, whiph  -«e  dftenertiie.fii^e<ftt^ 
«diciile-th8n  df  eoir^Miffien.  Aftet^hts  onhu^emmt, 
fome  money 'fell  to  him,  with  ^hieh^-ami'die  ipref^^ 
the  i^ace  of  deputy-treafurer  <tf  die-  chamber,  whicK  he 
held  for  feme  time  under  lMd'Lie'De^nler>  he  pur- 
chaled  acottageonT-wid(£nliamc«mmon,andfnHn'R 
defign  and  under  the  iiifp^ftien  «f  his  friend  Ifaac 
Ware,  at  a  finall  expence  imprwed  it  into  tn-clegant 
dwriling.  Here  he  manifefted  the  goodneft  df 
his  nature  in  the  exercifc  of  kind  offices,  in  heal- 
ing breaches,  and  compoling- differences  betpweenhii 
poor  neighbours ;  and  living  to'fee,  as-he-did-at 'die 
commencement  of  his  prcfenc-maj*fty's-rtign,  poww 
lodgsd  in  the  hands  of  fuch  9s  he  thought  friends  of 
their  country,  and  abort  aU  .tanptataoas  to  abufeif;* 

he 
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tie  abandooed  his  fa<ftiouS'  principles,  and  became  a 
loyal  fubjedt.  In  a  grateful  fenfe  of  his  obligations 
to  lord  LeDefpenfer,  he  direded,  that  after  his  deceafe, 
his  hcar^  inclofed  in  a  veflel  for  the  purpofe^  Ihould 
be  preleattd  co  hinii  which  bcliig  done,  his  lordfliip 
caufed  it  to  be  depofited  in  his  church  of  Weft 
Wycdmbi 

Dr.  Thoniplbn  was  one  of  the  many  phyficiant 
'vtho,  in  this  country,  have  enjoyed  a  ftiOTt-Iivcd  repu- 
tauon,  acquired  by  methods  unknown  to  any  tnit 
themfelvest  The  earlieit  of  his  pradice  was  among 
men  c€  emiaence>  Mr.  Pope-  and  others,  who,  de- 
ceived by  his  confidence  and  a  certain  contempt 
with  which  he  ever  fpoke  of  the  reft  of  his  profclBon 
as  being  t»gotted  to  theories  and  fyflxms,  looked 
tipon  htm  as  a  man  of  an  inventive  genius,  vHio  had 
reduced  the  art  of  healing  to  an  epitome.  The 
faft  wa5>  that,  aSeifting  to  be  a  Iree-thinker  in  his 
faculty,  he  fet  at  nought  the  difcoveries  and  improve- 
ments of  Qibers,and  treated  widi  ridicule  thatpraSice 
wWch  he  did  not  underftand.  He  was  an  evcrlafting 
prater  on  politics  and  cridcifm,  and  faw  (b  deep  into 
the  councils  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  that  he  could 
aSign  the  motives  of  all  his  a;5tions,  during  the  laft 
War  in  which  he  was  engaged.  At  taverns,  in  cofFee- 
houfes,  at  the  cyder-celtar  in  Maiden  lane,  he  was 
frequently  to  be  found  holding  forth  on  thefe  fubjcfts 
without  interruption,  in  a  tone  of  voice  which  Mr. 
Garrick  would  fay  was  like  the  buz  of  an  humble- 
bee  in  a  hall-window.  This  man  enjoyed  the  favoiM-' 
of  lord  Melcombe,  and,  what  was  of  greater  benefit  to 
him,  an  apartment  in  his  houfe,  with  a  proteftion  from 
arrefts,  founded  on  the  fffivilege  which  the  law  grants, 

Vot,  I.  Z  not 
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not  only  to  peers,  but  to  the  loweft  of  their  menial 

Servants. 

Quin  once  told  me  a  ftory  of  this  man,  which  I  wH 
relaK  in  as  few  words  as  I  am  able. — Quin  walking 
tip  and  down,  one  Sunday  evening,  in  the  Bedford 
cofiee-houfe,  obferved  a  man  in  a  dark  comer  lean- 
ing his  forehead  on  the  table,  and  every  now  and 
then  fending  forth  a  figh,  that  feemed  to  come  from 
his  heart.  Moved  with  compaffion,  he  went  up  to 
him,  and  enquiring  the  caufc  of  his  grief,  was  told  by 
him,  that  his  name  was  Thompfon,  that  he  was  a 
phyfician  rifing  into  praflice,  but  that,  for  want  of 
fifty  poimds,  his  chariot  coujd  not  go  abroad  the  next 
day,  and  his  patients  mufl:  remain  unvifited.  Quin 
bid  him  be  comforted,  and,  ftepping  to  his  lodgings 
in  Bedford  street,  returned  with  a  bank-note  for  that 
fum,  which  he  told  Thompfon  he  would  not  expeft 
till  he  was  able  to  repay  it :  the  other  anfwered,  that 
a  month  was  as  long  as  he  wilhed  to  retain  it ;  but 
Quin  told  him  that  he  could  fparc  it  for  thiee,  or  even 
fix  months,  and  took  his  leave.  Six  months  elapfed, 
and  no  apology  made  for  non-payment  of  the  money. 
Quin,  in  a  civil  letter,  reminded  Thompfon  of  the 
terms  on  which  it  was  lent,  but  receiving  no  anfwer 
.to  that  and  others  that  he  wrote,  he  was  obliged  to 
fend  him  one  by  his  attorney,  which  produced  a  noti- 
fication from  the  duke  of  Newcaftle's  office,  that  die 
name  of  Dr.  Thompfon  was  there  entered  as  of  a  per- 
fon  privileged  from  arrefts,  and  that  it  would  be  at 
Mr.  Quin's  peril  if  he  proceeded  to  violate  that  pro- 
ttftion  which  he  claimed,  and  the  lawgranted  him. 
Being  thus  prohibited  from  the  refbraiiit  of  his  perfoa, 
Quin  was  obliged  towait  the  re-payment  of  his  money, 

which. 
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whichi  at  the  espiratjon  of  fomc  months,  he  received, 
but  without  the  leaft  acknowledgment  of  his  kindnefs 
^  in  lending  it. 
,  This  was  a  man  whom  Whitehead,  in  the  fimpliciiy 
of  bis  heart,  held  in  fuch  eftimation,  that  I  have  fcen 
him,  for  hours  together,  liftcning,  with  his  lips  unclof- 
ed,  to  the  torrents  of  nonfenfe  he  was  pouring  forth : 
he  addreETed  an  epiftle  co  him,  wherein  he  celebrates 
his  medical  abilities  and  moral  qualities,  and  makes 
the  number  of  pcribns  daily  reftored  by  him  to 
health,  equal  to  thofe  who  were  fcnt  to  their  long- 
homes  by  Wilmot  and  the  other  eminent  phyficians 
his  rivab  and  contemporaries. 

Notwithdanding  the  advantages  with  which  he  (ct 
out,  and  the  extravagant  encomiums  of  Fielding  and 
others,  of  him  and  his  praAice,  Thompfon  funk  into  . 
contempt  and  obfcurity.  Like  Paracelfus,  he  per- 
formed a  few  cures,  that  neither  himfclf  nor  any 
others  were  ever  able  to  account  for ;  and  in  a  cafe 
of  furgery  he  was  once  known,  by  dint  of  mere  ob- 
ftinacy,  to  have  faved  a  limb.  A  Ion  of  a  friend 
of  mine,  an  officer,  being  in  the  fervice  in  Ger- 
many, and  at  the  head  of  a  ikirmiHiing-party  on 
horfeback,  received  a  wound  with  a  fabre  that  fepa- 
rated  the  tendons  and  ligaments  which  conne£b  the  foot 
with  the  leg:  at  aconfultationon  his  cafe  of  two  of  the 
moft  eminent  furgeons,  Thompfon,  as  being  the  family 
phyfician,  was  called  to  aflKt,  who,  in  oppoficion  to 
their  opinion  that  an  amputation  was  inevitable, 
fwore  that  his  frieiid  fhould  not  undergo  it :  the 
operation  was  deferred,  and  by  the  help  of  die  Mal- 
vern waters,  the  patient  recovered  fuch  an  ufc  of  the 
whole  limb  as  enabled  him  to  walk  with  fcarce  any 
variation  of  his  accuftomed  gait. 

Z%  Had 
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Had  Johnfon  accepted  of  Mr.  DodJngton's  mvita- 
tion,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  he  would  have  been 
muchpleafed  with  the  company  of  thefc  and  fuch 
other  perfwis  as^it  was  likely  to  introduce  hkn  to.  His 
declining  it  feems,  therefore,  an  aft  d"  great  prudence, 
and  indeed  he  was  exempted  from  the  heccffity  of 
feeking  conneiSlions  j  for  many  perfons  were  of  Dod- 
ington's  mind,  and  Were  defirous  of  adding  him  t» 
the  number  erf  their  friends.  Invitations  to  dine  with 
fiich  of  thofe  as  he  liked,  he  fo  feldom  declined,  that, 
to  a  friend  of  his,  he  faid, '  I  never  but  once,  t^n  a. 

*  refc^ution  to  employ  myfclf  in  ftudy^  balked  an  In- 

*  vitation  out  to  dinner,  and  then  I  ftayed  at  home  and 

*  did  nothing.'  Litde,  however,  did  that  laxity  of 
temper,  which  this  confeffion  feems  to  imply,  retard 
the  progrels  of  the  great  work  in  which  he  was  em- 
ployed :  the  conclufion,  and  aUb  the  perfcftion  of 
his  diftiortary,  were  otgefts  from  which  his  attention 
was  not  to  be  diverted :  the  avocations  he  gave  way 
to  were  fuch  only  as,  when  complied  with,  fcrved  to 
invigorate  his  mind  to  the  performance  of  bis  engj^- 
Kients  to  his  employers  and  the  public,  and  haften  the 
approach  of  the  day  that  was  to  reward  his  labour  mth 
applaufe. 

That  day  it  was  his  happinels  to  fee ;  for,  by  the 
end  of  the  year  1 7  54,  he  had  complc^  his  copy,  not 
more.to  his  own  eafe  and  fatisfaftion,  than  to  the  joy 
of  Millar  the  bookfcUcr,  the  principal  pr<^riett>r  of 
the  work,  and  the  guardian  or  treafurer  of  the  fund 
out  of  which  the  payments  were  from  time  to  time 
iffued.  To  lay  the  truth,  his  joy  on  the  occafion 
was  fo  great,  that  he  could  not  refrain  ftom  expreffing. 
it  fomewhat  intemperately,ts  appears  by  the  following 
acknowledgment 
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icknowledgmcnt  of  the  receipt  of  the  1^  flieet  of  the 
tnanufcript : 

*  Andrew  Millar  fends  his  compliments  to  Mr. 

*  Samuel  Johnfon,  with  the  money  for  the  laft  iheet 

*  of  copy  of  the  DiAionary,  and  thanks  God  he  has 
«  done  with  him.' 

To  which  Johnfon  returned  this  good-humoured 
and  brief  anfwer*. 

*  Samuel  Johnfon  returns  his  complinicnts  to  Mr. 

*  Andrew  Millar,   and  is  very  glad  to  find,  as  he 

*  does  by  his  note,  that  Andrew  Millar  has  die  grace 

*  to  thank  God  for  any  thing.' 

The  publication  of  this  great  work  foon  followed, 
as  may  be  imag^ed,  the  interchange  of  thele  two 
.very  laconic  epiftlcs;  and  the  month  of  May  1755, 
put  the  world  in  poflcflion  of  a  treafure,  the  va- 
lue whereof  it  will  require  the  iexperience  of  years 
to  find  out.  To  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of 
foreigners,  he  was  defirous  it  ftiould  appear  to  come 
from  one  who  had  attained  academical  honours  :  he 
therefore  applied,  by  his  friend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton, 
to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  for  a  mafter's  degree,  and 
obtained  it  by  a  diploma,  dated  the  tenth  day  of 
February  1755,  the  tcnour  whereof  is,  that  the  moft 
learned  Samuel  Johnfon,  of  Pembroke  college,  hav- 
ing diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  literary  world  by  his 
writings,  tending  to  form  the  popular  manners  i  and 
having,  for  the  adorning  and  fettling  his  native  lan- 
guage, compiled,  and  being  about  to  pubtilh  anEnglifli 
dictionary,  the  chancellor,  mailers,  and  fcholars  of  the 
faid  Univerlity,  in  folemn  Convocation  affembled,  do 
therefore  conftitwc  and  appoint  the  faid  Samuel 
Z  3  Johnfon, 
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Johnfon,  Matter  of  Arts,  and  command,  that  ha 
enjoy  and  exercifc  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
honours  to  that  d^ree  appertaining^ 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  inftrumcnt,  Johnfon  tefti- 
fied  his  gratitude  for  the  honour  done  him,  in  a  letter 
to  the  vice-chancellor,  which,  as  a  Ipecimcn  of  a  fine 
Latin  ftyle,  I  here  ipfert : 

'  Reverendo  admodum  vjro  G.  Huddesford,  S.  T.  P. 

*  Oxonicnfis  academise  Vicc-cancellario  digniflimo. 

*  Ingratusplanect  libietmihi  vidcar,  nifi  quantoi 

*  me  gaudio  affecerint,  quos  nuper  mihi  honorcs,  tc 

*  credo  auftore,  decrevit  fcnatus  academicus,  litera- 

*  rum,  quo  tamen  nihil  levius,   oiBcio  fignificcm: 

*  ingratus  etiam,  nIfi  comitatcm,  qua  vir  eximius  •, 

*  mihi  veftri  teftimonJum  anwris  in  manus  tradidit, 

*  agnofcam  et  l^udem.  Siquid  eft,  unde  rei  tarn 
'  gratx  accedat  gratia,  hoc  ipfo  magis  mihi  placet, 

*  quod    eo  tempore    in  ordines  academicQs    denuq 

*  cooptatus  fim,  quo  tuam  imminuere  auftoritatem, 

*  famamque  Oxoniie  liedcre,  omnibus  modis  conanrur 

*  homines  vafri  nee  tamen  acuti :  quibus  ego,  prout 

*  viro  umbratico  licuit,  femper  reftiti,  fcmper  refti- 
'  turus.    Qui  enim,   inter  ha^  rerum  procellas,  vel 

*  tibi  vel  academic  defucrit,  ilium  virtuti,  et  literis, 

*  fibique,  etpofteris,defuturumexiftimo.' 

*  S.  JOHNSON/ 

So  near  perfcftion  had  the  author  brought  his 
diftionary,  that,  upon  a  review  of  it  previoys  to  his, 
drawing  up  the  preface,  he  declares,  he  is  unable  to^ 
dete£t  the  cafual  omiOlon  of  more  than  one  article, 

•  The  Vir  exiniiui  above-mentioned  is  Dr.  King  of  St.  Mary 
]uU,  who  delivered  the  diploma  to  Johnfon  in  London. 

the, 
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the  appellauTe  OCEAN.  Nor  has  he,  as  I  know* 
been  charged  with  any  other  defeft,  or  widi  any 
milinterpretation  of  a  word.  &ve  in  an  infbnce  or 
two,  where,  being  moved  by  party-prejudice,  he 
has  impofcd  fignificalions  on  a  few  words  that  are  in- 
,  defenfiblc.  Let  thefe  be  imputed  to  a  mind  agoniz- 
ed, at  various  periods  during  the  profecution  of  thi» 
laborious  work,  with  indigence,  with  forrow,  and  pain  j 
and  let  the  piteous  defcription  of  his  circumftances 
and  feelings,  which  the  preface  contains,  induce  us  to 
bury  our  refentmcnt  of  a  few  petulant  expreflions,  in ' 
the  reBeftion,  that  this  ftupendous  compilation  was 
undertaken  and  c(«npletcd  by  the  care  and  induftry 
of  a  fingle  perlbn. 

Upon  occafion  of  publifhing  the  diftionary,  Mr. 
Garrick  celebrated  the  author  in  the  following 
lines : 

<  Talk  of  war  with  a  Briton,  he'll  boldly  advance, 

*  That  one  Englifti  foldier  will  beat  ten  of  France  ; 

*  Would  we  alter  the  boaft  from  the  fword  to  the  pen, 
'  Our  odds  are  ftill  greater,  ftUl  greater  our  men : 

*  Jn  the  deep  mines  of  fcience  though  Frenchmen  may 

toil,      ' 

*  Can  their  ftrengfh  be  compar'd  to  Locke»  Newton, 

and  Boyle  ? 
«  Let  them  rally  their  heroes,  fend  forth  all  their 
pow'rs, 

*  Their  verfe-men  and  profe-men  i  then  snatch  them 

with  Qurs ; 

*  Firft  Shakefpeare  and  Milton,  like  Gods  in  the 

fight, 

*  Have  put  their  whole  drama  and  epic  to  flighty 

Z  4  *  In. 
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'  In  fatires,  epilUes,  and  odes,  would  they  cope, 

*  Their  mtmbcra  retreat  before  Dryden  and  Pope  j 

*  And  Johnfon,  wcll-arm'd  like  a  hero  of  yore, 

*  Has  beat  forty*  French,  and  will  bc«  forty  more," 

It  has  already  b«cn  mentioned,  that  Johnfon's  in-* 
ducement  to  this  undertaking  was  the  offer  of  a  libc-. 
ral  reward.  The  term  liberal  is  indefinite,  and,  al^ 
the  lapfe  of  twenty  years,  during  which  fuch  fums 
as  from  three  to  eight  ihoufand  pounds  have  been 
paid  for  copies,  would  hardly  be  allowed  to  fifteen  hun-^ 
dred  and  feventy-five  f,  which  was  the  fum  ftipulated 
forthedi^onary.  Ofthis,  Johnfon,  who  was  no  rery 
accurate  accountant,  thought  a  great  part  would  be 
coming  to  him  on  the  conclufion  of  the  work  i  but 
upon  pipducing,  at  a  tavem-meeting  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fetding,  receipts  for  fums  advanced  to  him, 
which  were  indeed  the  chief  means  of  his  fuhfiftence, 
it  was  found,  not  only  that  he  had  eaten  his  cake,  but 
that  the  balance  of  the  account  was  greatly  agunft 
him,  His  debtors  were  now  become  his  creditors; 
but  they,  in  a  pcrfeift  confiftency  with  that  liberal 
fpirit,  which,  in  fundry  inftances,  the  great  book- 
fellers  are  known  to  have  excrcifed  towards  authors, 
remitted  the  difference,  and  conioled  Jiini  for  his  dif^ 
appointment  by  making  his  entertainment  at  the 
tavern  a  treat  § .  The 

•  Tbe  number  of  tbe  French  academy  employed  in  lettlui|| 
dinr  language. 

t  Prom  tbe  original  contrafi  now  in  my  hand,  dated  iStb 
Jane  1746,  between  JohnJbn  on  the  one  pait,  and  tbe  two  Knap* 
tons,  tbe  two  Longmans,  Cbarlit  Hitch,  Andicw  Millar,  and 
JLobert  Dodlley  on  the  other. 

f  Mr,  WiUiant  paQon  the  letter-ftnuder,  grand&thei  of  tbe 
prefent 
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The  pointing  out  the  udiity  of  fuch  a  work  as  4 
vernacular  lexicon  is  needlefs,  and  the  difplaying  the 
merits  of  that  of  which  I'  am  faking,  is  a  labour 
which  the  fuflrage  of  the  public  has  faved  me.  The 
learned  world  had  long  wiflietj  for  its  appearance, 
and  the  circulation  of  the  book  W4s  proportionate 
to  the  impatience  which  the  prponife  of  it  had  ex- 
cited. Lord  Corkc,  being  at  Florence  at  the  time 
when  it  was  publiihed,  prefented  it,  in  the  author's 
name,  to  the  academy  dcWa.  Crufca,  and  that  learned 
body  tranfmitted  to  him  a  fine  copy  of  their  Vocabu- 
lario.  The  French  academy  alfo  fignified  their  ap-  . 
probation  of  his  labours,  by  a  prefent  of  their  Diftion- 
naire,  ofwhich  Mr.  Langton  was  the  bearer.  To  thefc 
teftimonies  of  public  refpeA,  it  is  a  finall  but  ludi- 
crous' addition  to  fay,  that  Dr.  Robcrtlbn,  the  Scots 
hlftcrian,  told  Johnfon,  that  he  had  fairly  perufed  his 
diftionary  twice  over,  and  that  Johnfon  was  plcafed 
at  the  hearing  it.  The  dictionary  was  a  lilwary-book, 
and  not  adapted  to  common  ufe:  the  bookfellers 
knowing  this,  and  being  encouraged  by  its  fuccefs, 
eaiily  prevailed  on  the  author  to  abri(%e  it  in  two 
pftavo  volumes,  and  made  him  a  liberal,  recompence. 

It  was  doubtlefs  a  great  fatisfadtion  to  Johnfon  to 
have  completed  this  great  work ;  and  though  wc  may 

prcfenk  Mr.  Caflon,  once  told  mc,  that  the  bookfellers  with  «*oin 
Mr.  Chunbeis  had  contrafled  for  his  di^onary,  linding  that  the 
work  fucceeded  beyond  their  expeaations,  made  him  a  volunury 
prefent  of,  1  think,  500I.  ,  Other  inftanees  of  the  like  genero£ty 
have  been  knownof  a  profcffion  of  men,  who,  in  the  debatej  of  the 
queftion  of  literary  property,  have  been  defciibed  as  fcandabot 
monopolizer*,  fattening  at  the  cxpence  of  Other  mens'  ingenuity, 
i^  growing  opulent  1^  oppreflion. 

believe 
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^licve  him  in  the  declaration  at  the  end  of  the  prc^- 
face  thereto,  that  he  difmiiTed  tt  with  frigid  tranquility, 
Ve  cannot  but  ruppofe  that  he  was  pleafed  with  the 
reception  it  met  wfith.  One  and  only  one  writer,  ex- 
cited by  that  envy  and  malice  which  tud  been  long 
Rankling  in  his  breaft,  attempted  to  difturb  the  quiet 
which  poJTcffed  himj  by  animadverting  cm  this  and 
Oth^  of  his  writings :  this  was  a  Dr.  Kenrick.  the 
author  of  many  fcurrilous  publieations  now  dcferyedly 
foi^uen>  who,  in  a  fiiiall  volume  inritled  '  L^xipha-. 
nesj'  endeavoured  to  turn  many  paff^es  in  the 
Rambler,  wd  interpretations  in  the  didtionary,  into 
ridicule ;  gratifying  his  fpleen  alfo  with  a  number  of 
malevolent  cenfurcs  of  Dr.  Akenfide's  '  Pleafures  of 
Imagination.'  It  was  the  purpofe  of  this  libel  ta 
provoHc  both  or  one  of  the  perfons  who  were  the 
fubjefts  of  it,  tp  a  coniroverfy,  from  which,  viihatever 
fliould  be  the  event,  he  hoped,  as  it  is  ^id  yiy0es 
did  in  his  conteft  with  Ajax,  to  derive  honour, 

'  Ifte  tulit  pretium  jam  nunc  ccrtaminis  hujusj 

*  Quo  cum  viftus  crit,  mecum  certafle  fcretu7^' 

Ovid.  Met.  lib.  xiii.  v.  1 9, 

*  Lofing  he  wins,  becaufe  his  name  will  be 

<  Ennobled  by  defeat,  who  dyrft  contend  with  me/ 
pavDEN, 

But  in  this  he  was  difappointed.  Akenfide  w^  too. 
proud  to  difpute  with  an  inferior,  and  Johnfon's 
filcnce  proceeded  not  more  from  his  contempt  of 
fuch  an  adverfary,  than  from  a  fettled  refolution  he 
had  formed,'  of  declining  all  concrovcrfy  in  defence 
either  of  himfdf  or  his  writings.    Againft  perfonal 

abufe 
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abufc  he  was  ever  armed,  by  a  reflcftion,  that  I  hare 
Iward  him  utter:  '  Alas!  reputation  would  be  of 

*  little  worth,  were  it  in  the  power  of  every  concealed 

•  enemy  tt>  deprive  us  of  it }'— and  he  defied  all  attacks 
on  his  writings,  by  an  aniwer  of  Dr.  Bendey  to  one 
vho  threatened  K>  write  him  down, — that  f  no  author 
f  was  ever  written  down  but  by  himfelf.' 

His  ftcady  perfcverance  in  thi?  rcfolution  aflbrded 
him  great  fatisfaftbn  whenever  he  reflcftcd  on  it» 
^d  he  would  often  feliciute  himfelf,  that,  throughout 
his  life,  he  had  had  fiminefs  enough  to  treat  with  con- 
tempt the  calumny  and  abufe  as  well  of  open  as 
concealed  enemies,  and  the  malevolence  of  thofe  ano- 
nymous fcribiersj  whofe  tr^e  is  finder,  and  w^ges 
infamy. 

Had  Pope  purfued  the  fwne  conduft,  and  forborne 
his  revenge  on  Theobald,  Cibbcr,  and  others  who 
had  provoked  him,  he  had  enjoyed  his  mufe  and 
that  philofophical  tranquility  which  he  did  but 
afieA,  and  lived  and  died  with  dignity.  The 
youngrr  Richardfon  once  told  me,  that,  upon  the 
publication  of  Gibber's  fecond  letter,  he  canrteto  hi* 
father'^  houfe  in  LJncoln's-inn  fields,  and,  upon  en- 
tering the  room'where  he  was  painting,  with  a  coun- 
tenance that  J^ke  the  anguilh  of  his  foul,  ezcl^medj 
*  So,  I  find  another  letter  is  come  out :'  but,  continued 
be,  '  fuch  things  ve  fpoit  to  me ;'  in  which  aflertioa 
we  may  fuppofc  him  to  be  as  finccre  as  that  poet  of 
whom  a  ftory  goes,  that,  talking  with  a  friend,  of 
the  critics,  he  f^d,  he  had  a  way  of  dealing  widi  them  j 
for,  whenever  they  condemned  his  verfes,  he  laughed 
^t  it.     '  Do  you  fo  ?*  fays  his  friend,  *  then,  let  me  tcU 

*  you. 
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*  yoti*  you  Uwc  the  merrieft  life  of  any  man  in  Eng- 

•  land.' 

That  Bcntlcy's  obfervation  is  founded  in  truth  and 
S  knowledge  of  mankind*  is  proved  by  the  rank 
whiduSir  Richard  BUckmore  now  holds  among  the 
Englilh  poets.  At  the  time  when  he  lived>  the  wits 
'  were  in  confedcraqr  againft  him  j  and  fo  many  are  the 
'lampoons,  epigrams,  and  other  fatirical  compofitions 
enatit,  tending  to  blaft  his  reputation  as  a  poet*,  that 
the  reader  of  them  would  incline  to  think,  that  in 
all  his  works  there  is  fcarce  a  good  line  (»-  fenti- 
ment.  All  this,  as  Johnfon  relates,  Blackmore  fore- 
faw,  and,  with  a  dignity  of  mind  that  merits  praift, 
defpifed :  the  conicquence  is,  that  his  poem,  Jntitled 
'  Creation/  is  not  written  down,  but  yet  lives  in  the  ef- 
teem  of  every  judicious  reader,  and  in  that  moll  elegant 
enc<»nium,  which  Mr.  Addifon  has  betlowed  on  it 
in  the  Speftator  t  j  and  Dennis,  one  of  the  fevereft  of* 
critics,  has  given  it  greater  praifc  than  he  ever  vouch- 
ja^  to  any  modern  compofition,  faying,  that  it  is  *  a 

•  philofophical  poem,  which  has  equalled  that  of  Lu- 

*  cretius  in  the  beauty  of  its  verfification,  and  infinitely 

■  furpaflcd  it  in  the  folidity  and  ftrength  of  its  rea-r . 
'  Ibning.'  * 

To  be  infenfible  of,  and  undifturbed  by,  the  envy 
and  malice  of  others,  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  proofe  of 
a  great  mind,  and,  as  it  is  the  molt  juftiBablc,  fo 
is  it  the  fevereft  revenge  we  can  take ;  Atu  what 
fight  can  be  more  ridiculous,  than  that  (^^y:rea- 

*  See  the  worlu  of  Mr.  Thonai  Brown,  in  4  vob.  i2mo.  and 
Pope  snd  Swift'a  mifceUuiy. 
t  No.  339. 
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ture  vcndng  its  rage  on  a  Tubj^A  diat  caonoc 
feel  ?  To  live  in  the  dread  of  flandcr,  and  to  regu- 
late our  conduA  by  the  opinions,  the  vhifpcrs,  the 
furmifes>  or  threats  of  dcher  foolilh  or  wicked  men, 
it  the  warUt  of  all  flavery :  c^  him  who  cannot  defy 
every  attempt  of  this  kind  to  difturb  his  peace^  but 
muft  be  whining  >nd  complaining  of  .that  eiunity 
which,  peHiaps,  does  him  honour,  and  fcribUing  to 
refute  thofc  calumnies  which  no  one  will  believe,  it 
may  be  faid,  as  we  fay  of  a  man  labouring  under  a 
mortal  difeafe :  *  He  la  no  man  for  this  world/ 
If  he  choofcs  a  contrary  oourfe  to  that  aborc-re- 
commcndcd,  he  does  the  work  of  ihofe  that  hate  him, 
and  will  be  fure  to  feel  the  pangs  of  refentment,  and 
forego  the  enjoyment  of  a  tranquil  mind,  and  « 
confcience  void  of  offence,  jb  feelingly  defcribed  in 
this  fcntence  of  lord  Bacon :   '  Certainly  it  is  heaven 

*  upon  earth  to  have  a  man's  mind  move  in  Charity, 

*  reft  in  Providence,   and  turn  upon  the  poles  of 
'  Truth.' 

If  Johnfon  could  ever  be  faid  to  be  idle,  now  was 
the  time.  He ,  had,  for  nine  years,  been  employed  in 
his  great'work,  and  had  finiihed  it :  he  had  clofed  the 
Rambler  {  and  the  Adventurer  was  clofed  on  him. 
He  had  it  now  in  his  choice  to  reafliime  Cxnc  one 
or  other  of  thoie  various  literary  projefts,  which  he 
had  formed  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  and  arc 
enumerate^  in  a  foregoing  page  of  thefe  menwiraf 
but  th^]Jowers  of  his  mind,  diftended  by  long  and 
fevere  ex^cife,  became  relaxed,  and  required  reft  to 
bring  them  to  their  tone,  and  it  was  fome  time  be- 
fore he  could  refolve  on  any  employment,  fuited  to  his 
abilities,  that  cairied  with  it  any  profpedt  of  pleafur^ 
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or  hope  of  reward.  Tha  remiffion  of  hU  labduf  j 
which  feemal  to  be  no  more  than  nature  hcrfclf 
called  for>  Jofinfon,  in  thofc  feverc  audits  to  which 
it  was  his  practice  to  fummon  himfeJf,  would  fre- 
quendy  condemn,  flyling  it  a  wafteof  his  time,  and 
a  mifapplication  of  the  talents  with  which  he  was 
gratefully  confcious  that  God  had  endowed  him. 
Yet  herein  was  he  .  greatly  miftaken }  for  though 
Milton  fays  of  the  fervants  of  God, 


«  '        thoulands  at  his  bidding  fpeed, 

'  And  poft  o'er  land  and  ocean  without  reltj* 

headdsj  that 

*  They  alfo  ferve  who  only  ftand  and  wait.* 

.    Sonnet  on  his  blindAefs. 

Johhfoii's  intelleftual  faculties  could  never  be  un- 
employed :  when  he  was  not  writing  he  was  thinking, 
and  his  thoughts  had  ever  a  tendency  to  the  good  of 
mankind ;  and  that  indolence,  which>  in  his  hours  of 
contrition,  he  cenfured  as  criminal,  needed  licde  ex- 
piation. 

This  recefs  from  literary  occupation  continued,  . 
however,  no  longer  than  was  abfolutcly  neceiTary. 
It  has  already  been  fliewn,  that  he  was  not 
only  a  friend  to  fuch  vehicles  of  literary  intelli- 
gence as  Magazines  and  other  epitomes  of  large 
works,  but  that  he  was  a  frequent  contributor  ixt 
them.  He  had  occafionally,  for  Cave's  Magazine, 
written  the  lives  of  Father  Paul  Sarpi,  Boerhaavc, 
the  admirals  Drake  and  Blake,  Barretier,  and  divers, 
other  eminent  perfons;  and  aUb,  fundry  philological 

eflays* 
7 


Dr.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON.  3^1 
eflays,  particularly  a  ftate  of  die  controTcrTy  betweea 
Croufaz  and  Warburton  rcfpefting  the '  Eflay  on  Man/ 
and  a  vifion  intitled  *  the  Apotheofis  of  Milton.'  Cave 
being  now  dead,  he  ceafcd  to  furniih  articles  for  that 
publication,  and  either  voluntarily  offered,  or  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  retained  as  a  writer  in  others  of  a  like 
kind :  accordingly,  in  1756,  he  wrote  for  '  the  Dni- 
verfal  Vifitor,  or  Monthly  Memorialift,'  printed  for 
Gardner  *,  two  of  three  letters  therein  inferted,  on  the 
ful^eft  of  agriculture!  and  in  the  fanne  and  fubfcquenc 
year,  he  aflumed  or  fubmitted  tt>  the  t^6ce  of  a  re- 
.  viewer,  as  it  is  called,  for  the  publiflier  of  a  monthly 
colle^OD,  iocitlcd,  '  The  Literary  Magazine,'  of 
which  one  Faden,  a  printer,  was  the  editor.  In  this 
he  wrote  thcaddrds  to  the  public;  alio,  revicwsof  the 
following  books,  viz.  Soame  Jenyiu's  free  enquiry 
into  the  nature  and  origin  of  evil ;  Dr.  Blackwell's 
Memoirs  of  the  court  of  Auguftusj  he  wrote  alio 
therein,  Oblervations  on  the  llate  of  affairs  in  1756, 
and  the  life  of  the  prefeot  king  ofPrufliai  and,  Han- 
way's  journal  coming  in  hb  way,  which  contained  in 
it  a  ievere  cenfure  of  the  praAice  of  tea-drinking,  he 
officially,  as  1  may  fay,  and  widi  a  d^;ree  of  alacrity 
proportioned  to  his  avowed  )ove  of  that  liquor,  onder- 
took  to  aiticife  tbc  book,  and  refute  the  aigumcocs 
of  the  author. 

To  reader  diis  c(Mitroverfy  intelligible,  it  is  neceJlary 
lOiould  ftate  the  gnmads  on  which  it  proceeded. — Mr. 
Jonas  Hanway  had,  in  the  year  1755,  uadenaken  and 

*  TV  writcn  ia  Ou  pAUcatkw  were,  Cbii4<yher  Smut, 
tJduidSisb,  Ut.  Gamdt,  ami  Dr.  rmf,  mem  i^tof  of  Dm- 
man.  Their  papfn  mn  igmtiwiAi^'uusiaiioHbatbnaaeii 
.}<j-t  ium't  have  thii  snfc  *  *. 

peribnned 
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perfbimcd  a  journey  from  Portfinouth  to  KiagfteW 
upon  Thames,  through  Southampton,  Wiitfhire,  &g. 
which>  though  completed  in  the  ipace  of  nght  daysj 
and  attended  with  no  extraordinary  circumfbocesi  was^ 
it  leems,  in  his  judgment,  worthy  of  bnng  reconledj 
■ltd,  by  means  of  the  prefs,  tranfinitted  to  poflxxity  i 
and  accordingly  he  gave  a  relation  of  it  to  the 
public,  in  two  oAaro  volumes.  It  may  be  ncedlefs 
to  lay,  that  this  work  abounds  with  miicollaneous 
thoughts,  moral  and  religious,  and  alfo  political  refiec-* 
tions;  for  of  which  of  all  his  numerous  produdions 
cannot  die  fame  be  faid  ?    Connected  with  it  is  *  An 

*  ElTay  on  Tea,  confidcred  as  penuctous  to  healthy 

*  obftnifbing  induftry,  and  impovcrHhing  the  nation, 

*  with  an  account  of  its  growth,  and  great  confump- 

*  tion  in  thefe  kingdoms  *.' 

As 

*  Mr.  Hanwajr  leeini  not  wy  leenrate  in  hit  fiate  of  the  dmtf 
when  tea  wai  fir&  btou^^t  into  England.  He  fayi,  that  lord 
Arlington  and  Icrd  Oflbry  introduced  it  in  t666j  and  that  it 
wat  then  adnured  at  a  new  thing.  Waller  baa  a  poem  addrefled 
to  the  qoecn,  Maria  d'Eite,   wiie  of  Ja.  U.  in  1683,  '  On  tea 

*  commended  by  her  najefty,'  whereby  it  Icenui  that  cren  then 
it  wai  a  new  thing. 

It  it  a  queflion  of  fome  cotiofity,  and  wortl^  invefti|;ation,  what 
were  the  viands  of  a  moming  meal  with  people  of  Condition,  fbf 
which  tea  with  tti  concomitantt  is  now  the  fobftitKte ;  and  I  an  gUd 
to  be  able  to  refelve  it  by  the  following  extraft  from  the  Northmn> 
berland  honjbold  book,  in  which  is  contained  the  regolationi  and 
cfl^liJhment  of  the  houfhold  of  Henry  Algernon  Percy,  the  fifth 
Mri  of  NtHthumbcrland,  at  hit  caftka  of  Wrcfill  and  Leckiiifi<14 
in  Yotidhire,  begun  anno  domini  151a. 

*  Braik&flii  for  flesch  DAlr)< 
*  BraikfaAit  for  my  Lorde  and  my  lady< 

*  Fnrfi,  a  loof  of  brede  in  trenchon,  1  manchctu*   t  qnart 
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As  I  do  not  mean  to  follow  this  author  in  the 
Courie  of  an  argument  conducted  in  no  method^  in- 
terrupted by  a  redundancy  of  foreign  matter,  and 
which  violates  every  rule  in  logic,  I  Ihall  content 
myfelf  with  remarking,  that  though  every  one  of  his 
three  aflcrtions  may  be  true,  he  has  fucceeded  in  the 
proof  of  no  one  of  them.  That  tea  is  a  luxury,  and 
not  a  fie  aliment  for  the  poor,  is  implied  in  r^arcafin 
of  Swift  to  this  purpofe,  that  the  world  muft  be  en- 
compafTed,  tSat  b  to  fay,  by  a  voyage  to  the  £alt 
Indies  for  tea,  and  another  to  the  Weft  for  fugar, 

*  of  bne,  a  quart  ofwine,  half  a  chj^e  of  mutton,  or  dls  acfaynt 
'  of  b«if  boiled. 

'  Bnuldattis   for  the  Ntircy,  for  my  Lady  Margant, 

*  and  Mr.  Yngram  Percy. 

'  Item,  a  manchet,  i  qnarte  of  bere,   and  3  mnton  boiq'i 

<  boUed. 

*  Braik&Itu  for  toy  Ladys  Gentylwomen. 
'  Item,  a  l<nf  of  hogfliold  breid,  a  pottell  of  beirc,  and  3  muton 

<  bonyaboylcd,  orelU  apeceof  bcifboilcd. 

*  Lint. 
'  Braikfafte  kt  my  Lorde  and  my  Lady. 
*  Purft,  a  loif  of  brtde  in  treOchon,  2  manchetj,  a  quart  of 

*  b«rc,  aqnartofwyiiB,  jpecysof  faltiifch,  6  baconn'd  berrying, 
'  4whi[eherrin£oradyrcheofrprgiti. 

•  BraiJdaflf  for  the  Nurcy,  for  ny  Lady  Margaret, 

'and  MaiOer  lageram  Percy. 

'  Item,  a  manchet,  a  qoartc  of  here,  a  d)-rch  of  batter,  a  p«c« 

*  of  faltfifch,  a  diJchof  fproiti,  or  3  white  berrying. 

'  Braik&fle  for  my  Ladis  Gcntyllwooien. 
<  Item,  aloofofbiedcapottellofbctc,  apcccoffa]t£lch«iw 
'  •  3«4titeherTyti{e,* 

Vol.  I.  A  a  before 
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before  a  waflierwoman  can  fit  down  ro  breakfast 
That  it  is  pernicious  to  health  is  disputed  by  phy- 
ficians :  Quinqr  cotnmends  it^  as  an  elegant  and 
wholefome  beverage ;  Cheync  condemns  it,  as  prqu- 
dicial  to  the  nervous  fyftem.  Bilhop  Burnet,  for  many 
yearg,  dranlc  fixteen  large  cups  of  it  every  morning, 
.  and  never  complained  that  it  did  him  the  leaft  injury' 
The  tmt  laA  objections,  that  tea  is  an  obftru&ion  to 
induftry,  and  that  it  impoveriflics  the  na^on,  are  poli- 
tical queftions  which  I  am  not  able  to. decide  upon. 

Epiftetus  fomewhere  advifes  us  to  confider  the 
gratification  of  the  calls  of  hunger  and  thirft,  as  ads 
of  neccffityj  to  be  performed  as  i;.were  byifie  bye, 
but  by  no  means  to  be  eftimated  among  the  enjoy- 
ments of  life  J  and  by  a  precept  no  lefs  than  divine,  we 
are  exhorted  to  take  no  thought  What  we  fhall  eat  or 
what  we  fhall  drink.  Johnfon  looked  upon  the  former 
as  a  very  ferious  bufmefs,  and  enjoyed  the  pictures 
of  a  (plendid  table  equally  with  mofl  men.  It  was, 
at  no  time  of  his  life,  pleafing  to  fee  him  at  a  meal ; 
the  greedinefs  with  which  he  ate,  his  total  inattention 
to  thofe  amoftg  whom  he  was  feated,  and  his  profound 
filence  iff.the  ho.ui'.of  refeftion,  were  circumflances 
that  at  the  inftant  degraded  him,  and  fliewed  him  to 
be  more  a  fenfuabft  than  a  philofophcr.  Moreover, 
he  was  a  lover  .of  tea  to  an  exccfs  hardly  credible  ; 
whenever  it  appeared,  he  was  almoft  raving,  and  by 
his  impatience  to  be  fcrved,  his  inceflant  calls  for 
,  thofe  ingredients  which  make  that  liquor  palatable, 
■  and  the  hafte  with  which  he  fwallowcd  It  down,  he 
feldom  fwled  »  make  diat  a  fatigue  to  eyety  one  elfe, 
which  was  intended  as  a  general  refrelhment.    Such 

figns 
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figns  of  effaninacy  as  thefc,  fukcd  but  ill  with  the 
appearance  of  a  man,  who,  for  his  bodily  ftrength  and 
flature,  has  been  compared  to  Polyphtmus. 

This  foible  in  Johnfon's  charafter  being  krtown, 
it  will  excite  no  wonder  in  the  reader  to  be  told, 
that  he  readily  enr.braced  the  opportunity  of  defend- 
ing his  own  praAice,  by  an  examen  of  Hanway's 
book.  Accordingly,  he  began  his  remarks  on  it  in 
the  Literary  Magazine,  Number  VII  *,  but  receiving 
from  this  author  an  injunftion  to  forbear  proceeding 
in  his  cenfure  till  a  fecond  edition  fliould  appear, 
he  fubmitted,  though  it  .was  a  prohibition  that 
could  neither  be  reaionably  impofed,  nor  by  any 
means  inforced;  yet,  fuch  was  its  efie£t,  that  Mr. 
Hanway's  journal  was  not  remarked  on,  till  he  had 
been  allowed  every  advantage  that  could  proteif);  it 
from  cehfure. 

Such  candour  on  the  part  of  him,  on  whofe  opinion 
perhaps  many  were  waiting  to  form  thdrs,  might  have 
relieved  the  author  from  any  dread  of  unfair  treat- 
ment; but  Johnfon,  who  paid  all  proper  deference  to 
good  intentions,  did  not  think  this  tacit  indication  of 
the  temper  in  which  he  fat  down  to  review  Mr  Han- 
way's journal,  fufficient:  he,  therefore,  in  refuming 
the  difpute,  promifes  him,  that  he  fhall  find  no  ma- 
lignity of  cenfure,  and  draws  a  very  handfomc  infer- 
ence from  the  contents  of  his  thirty-two  letters,  that 
he  is  a  man  whofe  failings  may  well  be  pardoned  for 
his  virtues. 

The  criricifm  on  this  fecond  edition  appeared  in 
the  Literary  Magazine,  Number  XIII  f,  ood  extend* 

•  From  1 5th  Oft.  to  i  s^b  Nov.  1 756. 
t  From  15th  AprU  to  15th  Miy.  1;  57. 

A  a  a  chiefly 
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chiefly  to  Mr.  Hanway's  arguments  againft  tea  artd 
gin :  fubje^fts  which  feem  to  have  infpired  him  with 
fuch  enthufiaftic  eloquence  as  difdaincd  all  the  rules 
of  log^c,  and  diftated  obfervations  and  conclufions, 
fo  incoherent  and  incongruous,  as  would  have  ftimu- 
latcd  even  thofe,  who,  in  the  main,  thought  with 
him,  to  an  endeavour  at  correfling  his  judgment. 

But,  in  Johnfon,  when  writing  on  the  qualities  of 
tea,  he  met  with  an  opponent  on  principle  j  for  its 
antagonift's  hatred,  however  radical  or  zealous,  could 
not  exceed  the  love  its  champion  bore  it :  he  defcribes 
himfelf  as  '  a  hardened  and  ihamelcfs  tea-drinker, 
.*  who  has,  for  many  years,  diluted  his  meals  wirfi 

*  only  the  infufion  of  this  fafcinating  plant ;  whole 

*  ketde  has  (carcely  time  to  cool  j    who,  with  tea 

*  amufcs  the  evening,    with   tea  folaces   the  mid- 

*  nights,  and  with  tea  welcomes  the  morning.' 
That  Mr.   Hanway  was  .right  in  affcrting,  that 

the  practice  of  drinking  tea  is  produftivc  of  harm 
among  the  lower  clafles  of  people,  muft  certainly 
be  admitted ;  and  that  Johnfon  was  right  in  denying 
that  it  has  all  the  poifonous  qualities  the  Journal 
attributes  to  it,  experience  fliews.  From  what  has 
been  faid  on  both  fides,  little  can  be  inferred,  but 
that  to  fome  it  is  noxious,  and  to  others  neutral ; 
that  thofe  do  wrong  who  perfift  in  the  ufe  of  it  when 
they  find  it  injurious  to  their  health,  and  that  fuch  as 
cannot  afford  the  neceflaries  of  life,  ought  not  to  in- 
dulge in  its  luxuries. 

At  Johnfon's  candid  examen,  which  fliould  not 

have  offended  Mr.  Hanway,  as,  by  fubmitting  his 

■  work  to  public  infpcftion,  he  recognized  the  right  of 

public  criticifm,  the  latter  was  extremely  irritated,  and 

very 
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very  unadvifedly  drew  his  reviewer  fiMth  to  a  fecond 
exertion  of  h\s  argumentative  powers,  printed  in  the 
fame  Magazine,  vol.  ii.  253,  under  the  title  of  *  A 

*  reply  to  a  paper  in  the  Gazetteer  of  May  26,  1757/ 
in  which,  with  feeming  contrition  and  mock  penitence 
he  requefts  to  know  how  he  has  offended,  and  depre- 
cates the  wrath  he  had  excited.— — *  There  are  only 
'  three  fubjeds,'  fays  he,  '  upon  which  my  unlucky 

*  pen  has  happened  to  venture.    Tea,  the  author  of 

*  the  Journal,  and  the  Foundling  hofpital.' 

*  Of  the  author,  I  unfortunately  faid,  that  his  tn- 

*  junftion  was  too  magifterial.    This  I  faid,  before  I 

*  knew  he  was  a  governor  of  the  foundlings ;  but  he 

*  feems  inclined  to  punilh  this  failure  of  refpcft,  as 

*  the  czar  of  Mufcovy  made  war  upon  Sweden,  be- 

*  caufe  he  was  not  treated  with  fufficient  honours  when 

*  he  paflcd  through  the  country  in  difguife.    Yet  was 

*  not  this  irreverence  without  extenuation.  Something 

*  Was  faid  of  the  merit  o(mtamng  well,  and  the  journa- 

*  lift  was  declared  to  be  a  man  wboje  failings  might  well 

*  befardonedforhis  virtues.  This  is  the  higheft  praife 
'  which  human  gratitude  can  confer  upon  human 

*  merit,  praife  that  would  have  more  than  fatisfied 

*  Titus  or  ./iugujiuj,  but  which  I  muft  own  to  be  ina- 
<  dequate  and  penurious,  when  offered  to  the  member 

*  of  an  important  corporation.' 

His  jullificationof  what  he  faid  of  the  author,  h« 
concludes  thus  ;——•  As  the  journalift,  though  en- 

*  thufiaftically  zealouB  for  his  country,  has,  with  regard 

*  to  fmaller  things,  the  placid  happincfs  of  philofo- 
'  phical  indifference,  I  can  give  him  no  difturbance 

*  by  advifing  him  to  reftrain  even  the  love  of  hia 
^  country  within  due  limits,  left  it  fliould  fometime* 

Aaj  *  fwell 
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<  Tweil  too  high>  fill  the  whole  capacity  of  his  fou1> 
'  and  leave  Ids  room  for  the  love  of  truth.' 

Unluckily  for  Mr.  Hanway  it  happened,  that  while 
he  was  labouring  for  the  general  good,  by  reprobating 
the  pradice  of  drinking  tea,  an  inftiturion  from  which 
he  derived  much  of  his  importance,  was'  fuffering 
from  want  of  care.  Johnfon,  in  a  vifit  to  the 
Foundling  hofpital,  obfervcd,  that  the  objetfb  of  the 
charity,  however  well  provided  for  m  other  refpcds. 
Were,  in  the  effential  point  of  religious  knowledge, 
lamentably  deficient.  To  him,  who  confidered  wifely 
that  there  was  no  evil  from  which  the  governors  of 
the  Foundling  hofpital  could  rcfcue  deferred  infants, 
fo  much  to  be  dreaded  as  ignorance  of  this  kind, 
the  anfwers  given  to  his  enquiries  touching  their  im- 
pFOvementwereveryunfatisfaftory.  Without  knowing 
that  Mr.  Hanway  was  concerned  in  the  charge,  he,  in 
his  former  letter  had  ftated  this  fa£t,  and  followed  it  by 
faying,  that '  to  breed  up  children  in  this  manner,  is 
*  to  refcue  them  from  an  early  grave,  that  they  may 
'  find  employment  for  the  gibbet,  from  dying  in  in- 
'  nocence,  that  they  may  pcrilh  by  their  crimes.' 

The  laudable  motive  which  induced  Johnfon  to  point 
out  this  negleft,  and  the  jijftice  of  his  remark,  did 
not  fhield  him  from  unmerited  refentment.  He  was 
called  on  to  fuppore^what  he  had  advanced :  his  afler- 
tion  was  branded  with  the  epithet  oi  incredible-,  but 
his  obfervation  had  produced  its  cfFed :  he  had  found 
means  to  have  it  reprefented  to  one  of  the  higheft 
names  of  the  fociety,  and  a  catcthift  was  foon  after 
appointed. 

On  a  review  of  the  eloquence  he  had  been  forced 
to  encounter,  he  f^'s  of  his  adverfary,— ^'  His  argu- 
*  mentation, 
3 
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*  iiKtiurion*  bdog  Ibmewhat  emhufiaftical,  I  cannot 

*  fully  comprehend,  but  it  feems  to  ftand  thus.    My 

*  tnlinuatioiM  are  fooltlh  or  malicious,  fince  I  know 

*  not  one  of  the  governors  of  the  hofpital  -,  for  he 

*  that  knows  not  the  governors  of  the  hofpjtal  muft 
'  be  very  foolifh  or  malicious. 

*  He  has,  however,  fo  much  kindnefs  for  me,  that 

*  he  advifea  me  to  confult  my  own  fafety  when  I  talk 

*  {^corporations.  I  know  not  what  the  moft  impor- 
'  tant  corporation  could  do,  becoming  manhood, 
'  by  which  my  fafety  is  endangered.    My  reputation 

*  is  f^c,  for  I  can  prove  the  faft  i  my  quiet  is  fafe, 

*  for  I  meant  well ;  and  for  any  other  fafety,  I  am  not 

*  ulcd  to  be  very  folicitous. 

*  I  am  always  fony  when  I  fee  any  being  labouring 
'  in  vain  ;  and,  in  return  for  the  joumalifi's  attention 
'  to  my  fafety,  I  will  confels  fome  companion  for  his 

*  tumultuous  refentmenti  fince  all  his  inveiftives  fume 

*  into  the  ur,  with  fo  little  cffe&  upon  me,  that  I  ftill 

*  efteem  him  as  one  that  has  the  mml  of  meaning  wellt 
'  and  ftili  believe  him  to  be  a  man  wbofe  failings  mty 
'  hejuftlypardoned  for  bis  virtues' 

Whoever  perufesthis  controveriy,wiU  be  forced  to 
confefs  that,  on  the  part  bf  Johnfon,  it  is  conducted, 
not  only  with  candour,  but  with  great  good  humour, 
a  circumftance  to  be  remarked  in  all  his  polemical 
writings,  and  to  be  wondered  at,  feeing  that  in  oral 
.  difputation  his  behaviour  was  fo  different,  as  to  ex- 
pofe  him   to  the  fevcreft  cenfures.    His  exertions 
igainlt  his  adverfaiy  were  play,  not  hoftility ; 
*  Sporting  the  lion  rarrip'd,  and  in  his  paw 
«  Dandled  the  kid.' 

Paradife  Loft,  book  iv,  line  343. 
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By  the  virtues  of  Mn  Hanway,  which  Johnfon  ia 
fo  ready  to  acknowledge,  we  are  to  underftand,  that 
aftive  and  unwearied  benevolence,  which,  for  a  feries 
of  years,  he  has  been  cxercifmg  for  the  benefit  of 
fociety,  and  by  his  failings,  or  rather  failing,  for  I 
know  of  but  one  he  has,  a  propenfity  to  writing  and 
puWilhing  books,  which,  for  the  tritenefs  and  inanity 
of  the  fentimcntB  contained  in  them,  no  one  can  read. 

About  the  year  1756,  time  had  produced  a  change 
in  the  fituation  of  many  ofjohnfon's  friends,  who 
were  ufed  to  meet  him  in  Ivy  lane.  Death  had  ta- 
ken from  us  M'Ghie;  Barker  went  to  fettle  as  a 
praftifing  phyfician  at  Trowbridge;  Dyer  went 
abroad  j  Hawkefworth  was  bufied  in  forming  new 
connections;  and  I  had  lately  made  one  that  re- 
moved from  me  all  temptations  to  pafs  my  even- 
ings from  home.  The  confequence  was,  that  our 
fympofium  at  the  King's  head  broke  up,  and  he  who 
had  firfl:  formed  us  into  a  fociety  was  left  with  fewer 
around  him  than  were  able  to  fupport  it. 

All  this  while,  the  bookfellers,  who  by- his  own 
confelTion  were  his  belt  friends,  had  their  eyes  upon 
Johnfon,  and  rcflefted  wth  fome  concern  'on  what 
feemed  to  them  a  mifapplication  of  his  talents. 
The  furnilhing  magazines,  reviews,  and  even  news- 
papers, with  literary  intelligence,  and,  the  authors  ctf 
books,  who  could  not  write  them  for  themfelves,  with 
dedications  and  prefaces,  they  looked  on  as  employ- 
ments beneath  him,  who  had  attained  to  fuch  emi- 
nence as  a  writer  j  they,  therefore,  in  the  ye^ 
1756,  found  out  for  him  fuch  a  one  as  feemed  to 
afford  a  profpeft  both  of  amufcmcnt  and  profit  t  this 
was  Ml  edition  of  Shakefpeare's  dramatic  works» 

which^ 
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which,  by  a  concurrence  of  ciiruinltances,  was  now 
become  neccflary,  to  anfwer  the  increafing  demand  of 
the  public  for  the  writings  of  that  author. 

Mr.  Garrick,  whoi  as  every  one  knows,  was  in  all 
that  related  to  Shakefpeare  an  enthufiaft,  had,  by  the 
fhidy  of  his  principal  charadters,  and  Im  own  ezqui- 
fite  aftton,  fo  recommended  Shakefpeare  to  the  town, 
that  the  admiradon  of  him  became  general  even  to 
affectation ;  many  profelTuig  to  be  delighted  with  the 
'  performance  and  perufal  of  his  plays,  who,  from 
their  want  of  literature,  and  their  ignorance  of  the 
phrafeol<^  of  the  age  in  which  they  were  written, 
couM  not  be  fuppofed  capable  of  conftniing  diem. 
Others  there  were,  in  whom  a  literary  curiofity  had 
been  excited,  by  the  publication  of  fuch  editions  of  this 
author  as  tended  to  &tde  bis  text,  and  by  ade&ription 
of  ancient  manners  and  cuftoms  of  living,  to  render 
him  intelligible.  The  firft  eflay  of  this  kind,  worth 
noting,  was  the  edition  of  Theobald,  the  defefts  where- 
of, in  the  fingle  opinion  of  Warburton,  were  fo  many 
and  great,  as  to  render  that  necelTary  which  bears  his 
name. 

The  two  clafles  of  readers,  here  difcriminaied, 
amounted  to  fuch  a  number  as  encouraged  the  - 
bookfellers  to  an  edition  on  the  plan  of  the  two 
former,  and  Jphnlbn  was  the  perfon,  whom,  of  all 
others,  they  thought  the  fitted  to  undertake  it :  the 
terms  fettled  between  than  were,  that  Johnfon  fliould 
receive  for  his  own  ufe  the  profits  arifing  from  a 
fiibfcription  to  the  firft  impreffion,  and  that  the 
copy-right  fiiould  reman  with  the  then  polTefibrs. 
'J'he  firft  notification  q(  this  delign  was,  a  propofal 
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drawn  up  by  Johnfon,  fetting  forth  the  incorrcft- 
ncfe  of  the  early  editions,  the  original  obfcurity  and 
fobfequent  corruptions  of  the  text,  the  neceffity  of 
notes,  and  the  failures  of  former  editors. 

A  ftranger  to  Johnfon's  charafter  and  temper  woold 
have  thought,  that  the  ftudyof  an  author,  whofe  fltill 
in  the  fcience  of  human  life  was  fo  deep,  and  whofe 
perfections  were  lb  many  and  various  as  to  be  above 
the  reachof  all  praife,  muft  have  been  the  moft  pleafing 
employment  that  h^s  Imagination  could  fuggell;,  but 
it  was  not  fo ;  in  a  ^fit  that  he  one  morning  made  to 
me,  I  congratulattd  him  on  his  being  now  engaged 
in  a  work  that  fuited  his  genius^  and  that,  requiring 
none  of  that  fevere  application  which  his  dictionary 
had  condemned  him  to,  I  doubted  not  would  be  exe- 
cuted con  amore.— — His  anfwcrwas,  *  I  look  upon 

*  this  as  I  did  upon  the  diftionary  i  it  is  all  work,  and 
*.  my  inducement  to  it  is  not  bve  or  defire  of  fame, 

*  but  the  want  of  money,  which  is  the  only  motive 

*  to  writing  that  I  know  of.'— — And  the  event  was 
evidence  to  me>  that  in  this  fpeech  he  declared  Ms 
genuine  fentiments ;  for  neither  in  the  firfl:  place  did 

.  he  fet  himfclf  txi  coUeft  early  editions  of  his  author, 
old  plays,  tranflations  of  hiftones,  and  of  the  clafiics, 
and  other  materials  neceffary  for  his  purpofe,  nor 
could  he  be  prevailed  on  to  enter  into  that  courfe  of 
reading,  without  which  it  feemed  impo0ible  to  come 
at  the  fenfe  of  his  author.  It  was  provoking  to  all 
his  friends  to  fee  him  wafte  his  days,  his  weeks,  and 
his  months  fo  long,  "that  chey  feared  a  mental  lethai^ 
had  feized  him,  out  of  which  he  would  never  recover.- 
In  this,  however,  they  were  happily  deceived,  for,  after 
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two  years  inaftivity,  they  find  him  roufed  to  aftion, 
and  engaged— not  in  the  profecution  of  the  work,  for 
the  completion  whereoi'  he  ftood  doubly  bound,  but 
in  a  new  one,  the  furaifliing  a  fcries  of  periodical 
eflays,  intitled,  and  it  may  be  thouglit  not  improperly, 

*  The  Idler,'  as  his  motive  to  the  employment  was 
averfion  to  a  labour  he  had  undertaken,  though  in  ' 
the  execution,  it  muft  be  Owned,  it  merited  a  better 
name.  • 

As  Johnfon  was  diverted  from  his  work  of  Shake- 
fpeare,  fo  am  I  from  my  purpofe  of  tracing  dw 
prt^refs  of  it,  being  to  relate  the  occurrences  of  nine 
years  of  his  life  before  I  can  congratulate  the  reader 
on  its  appearance. 

The  engagement  for  the  Idler  was  with  Newbery 
the  bookfeller,  a  man  of  x  prqjeding  head,  a  good 
underftanding,  and  great  integrity;  and  who,  by  a 
fortunate  connexion  with  Dr.  James  the  phyfician, 
and  the  honeft  exertions  of  his  own  indufby,  be- 
came the  founder  of  a  family.  Taking  advant^e 
of  that  rage  for  intelligence,  which  the  fuccefles  of 
the  war  had  excited,  in  even  the  loweft  order  of  the 
people,  he  planned '  a  weekly  paper,  which  he  called 

*  The  Univerfal  Chronicle,"  and,  as  the  fize  of  it  ren- 
dered it  fufceptible  of  more  matter  than  the  occur- 
rences, during  the  intervals  of  its  publicaticMt,  would 
fupply,  it  was  part  of  his  fcheme,  that  it  ffiould  con- 
tain aa  eflay  or  ftiort  difcourfe  on  fuch  fubjefbs  of 
morality,  or  of  wit  and  humour,as,  in  former  inftances, 
had  been  found  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  public. 
A  Ibare  in  the  profits  t^  this  paper  was  Johnfon's  in- 
ducement to,  the  fumifhing  fuch  a  difcourfe,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, it  3j^>eared,  on  Saturday  the  fifteenth  day 

of 
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of  April  1758,  and  continued  to  be  publiflied  on  the 
fame  day  in  every  week  for  near  two  years  thence  fol- 
lowit^. 

The  profits  accruing  from  the  (ale  of  this  paper,  and 
the  fubfcriptions  which,  from  the  year  1756,  he  was 
;  receiving  for  the  edition  of  Shakefpeare  by  him  pro- 
pofed,  were  the  only  known  means  of  his  fubfiftcncc 
for  a  period  of  near  fpur  years,  and  we  may  fuppofe 
them  hardly  adequate  to  his  wants,  for,  upon  finding 
the  balance  of  the  account  for  the  diAionary  againft 
him,  he  quitted  his  houfe  in  Gough  fquare,  and 
took  chambers  in  Gray's  inn ;  and  Mrs.  Williams, 
upon  this  removal,  fbced  herfelf  in  lodgings  at  a 
boarding-fchool  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  for- 
mer dwelling. 

About  this  time  he  had,  from  a  friend  who  highly 
efteaiied  him*,  the  ofFcrofa  living,  (^  which  he  might 
have  rendered  himfelf  capable  by  entering  into  holy 
orders  :  it  was  a  re^ory,  in  a  pleafant  country,  and 
of  fuch  a  yearly  value  as  might  have  tempted  one  in 
better  circumftances  than  himfelf  to  accept  it  i  but 
he  had  fcrupleii  about  the  duties  of  the  minifterial 
fun^ion,  that  he  could  not,  after  deliberation,  over-r 
come.  '  I  have  not,'  faid  he,  *  the  requifites  for  the 
*  office,  and  I  cannot,  in  my  confcience,  ftear  that 
'  flock  which  I  am  unable  to  feed.' — Upon  gonverfing 
with  him  on  that  inability  which  was  his  reafon  for 
declining  the  offer,  it  was  found  to  be  a  fufpicibn  of 
his  patience  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  catcchifing  and 
inflru^ing  a  great  number  of  poor  ignorant  perfonSj 

•  Mr.  Langton,  of  Langton  in  Lincolnfhire,  the  father  of  hia 
much-beloved  friend  Bennet  Langton,  Efq;  mentioned  in  the  codj* 
ciltotuswil),  andhulbandof  the  countels  dowa^  of  {lothci. 

who. 
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who,  in  religious  matters,  had,  perhaps,  every  thing 
to  learn. 

Thus  fcrupuloudy  did  he  diink  of  the  nature  of  the 
minilteria!  office,  and  thus  did  he  teftify  the  fincerity 
of  thofe  ccnfures,  which  he  would  fometimes  pafs  on 
the  conduft  of  the  generality  of  the  clergy  of  his 
time^  for  though,  as  a  body  of  men,  he  held  diem 
in  great  veneration,  and  was  ever  ready  to  defend 
them  againft  the  encroachments  of  fome,  and  the  re- 
proaches of  others  of  the  ignorant  laiily,  he  cxafted 
from  all  who  had  the  cure  of  fouls  a  punctilious  dif- 
chai^  of  thrir  duty,  and  held  in  utter  deteftation 
thofe  who,  renouncing  their  garb  and  clerical  cha- 
raAer,  affefted  to  appear  men  of  ^e  world. 

He  thought  of  Dr.  Clarke,  whofe  fermons  he  valtied 
above  all  other,  that  he  complied  too  frequenily  with 
invitations  to  dine  with  perfons  of  high  rank,  his  pa- 
rilhioners,  and  fpent  too  much  of  his  rime  in  cere- 
monious vifits  :  difiering  in  this  refpeft  from  his  con- 
temporary SmalridgC)  the  elegant  Favonius  of  the 
Tatler,  who,  in  the  height  of  his  reputation  as  a 
preacher,  was  ever  ready  ro  vifit  a  fick  peribn  in  the 
'  moft  obfcure  alley  of  Wcftminfter. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  17J9,  and  while  the 
Idler  continued  to  be  publiihed,  an  event  happened, 
for  which  it  might  be  imagined  he  was  well  prepared, 
the  death  of  his  mother,  who  had  then  attained  th? 
age  of  ninety ;  but  he,  whofe  mind  had  acquired  no 
firmnefs  by  the  contemplation  of  mortality,  was  as 
little  :^le  to  fuftain  the  ihock  as'  he  would  have 
been  had  this  lofs  befallen  him  in  his  nonage.  It  is 
conje<5lured  that,  for  many  years  before  her  deceafe, 
fhe  derived  almotl  the  whole  of  her  fupport  from  this 

her 
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her  dutiful  fon,  whofc  filial  piety  was  erer  one  of 
the  moft  diftinguiftiable  features  in  his  charafter*. 
Report  fays,  but  .rather  vaguely,  that,  to  fupply 
her  ncceflltics  in  her  laft  illncfs,  he  wrote  and  made 
money  of  his  '  Raflelas,"  a  talc  of  his  mvention, 
numbered  among  the  beft  of  his  writings,  and  pub- 
liftied  in  the  fpring  of  1759,  a  crifis  that  gives  credit 
to  fuch  a  fuppofition.  N0.41  of  the  Idler,  though 
it  pretends  to  be  a  letter  to  the  author,  was  written  by 
Johnfon  himfelf,  on  occafion  of  his  mother's  death, 
and  may  be  fuppofcd  to  defcribe,  as  truly  as  patheti- 
cally, his  fentimencs  on  the  feparation  of  friends  and 
relations.  The  h&,  refpe£ting  the  writing  and 
publifhing  the  ftory  of  Raflelas  is,  that  finding  the 
Eaftern  Tales  written  by  himfelf  in  the  Rambler,  and 
by  Hawkefworth  in  the  Adventurer,  had  been  well 
received,  he  had  been  for  fome  time  meditating  a 
fiftitious  hiftory,  of  a  greater  extent  than  any  that 
had  appeared  in  either  of  thofe  papers,  which  might 
ferve  as  a  vehicle  to  convey  to  the  world  his  fcnti- 
mcnts  of  human  life  and  the  difpenfations  of  Provi- 
dence, and  having  digefted  his  thoughts  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  he  obeyed  the  fpur  of  that  neceflity  which  now 
"  prefled  him,  and  fat  down  to  compofe  the  tale  above- 
mentioned,  laying  the  fcene  of  it  in  a  country  that  he 
had  before  occafion  to  contemplate,  in  his  tranfiation 
of  Padre  Labo's  voyage. 

As  it  was  written  to  raife  money,  he  did  not  long 
delay  difpofingof  it;  he  gave  it,  as  I  have  been  told, 
to  Mr.  Baretti,  to  fell  to  that  bookfeller  who  would, 

•  I  find  in  his  diary  a  note  of  the  payment  to  Mr.  Allen  the 
.  printf  r,  of  fix  gnineat,  which  be  had  borrowed  of  him,  and  fent 
to  bif  dying  mother. 

give 
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^ve  moft  for  it,  but  the  fum  he  got  fw  it  is  va- 
tioady  reponed.  As  none  of  his  compofinons  have 
been  nnore  i^lauded  than  this,  an  examcn  of  it  in 
this  placx  may  not  be  improper,  and  the  following 
may  ferve  till  a  better  fliall  appear. 

Confidered  as  a  fpecimcn  of  our  languagi!,  it  ia 
fcarcdy  to  be  paralleled :    it  is  written  in  a  ftyle        ^ 
reftncd  to  a  degree  of  immaculate  purity,  and  dif- 
plays  the  whole  force  of  turgid  eloquence. 

But  it  was  compofed  at  a  time  when  no  fpring  like 
that  in  the  nund  of  Raflelas  urged  his  narrator ;  when 
die  heavy  hand  of  afflidion  almoft  bore  him  down, 
and  the  dread  of  future  want  haunted  him.  That  he 
ihould  have  produced  a  tale  fraught  with  lively  ima- 
gery, or  that  he  (hould  hare  painted  human  life  in 
gay  colours,  could  not  have  bren  cxpeAed :  he  pour- 
ed out  his  forrow  in  gloomy  refle£tion,  and  being 
deftitute  of  comfort  hin:irelf,  defcribed  the  world  at 
nearly  without  it. 

In  a  woHc  of  fuch  latitude  as  this,  where  nothing 
could  be  impertinent,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  divulg- 
ing his  opinion  on  any  point  that  he  had  thought  on  : 
he  has  therefore  formed  many  converfations  on  topic» 
that  are  known  to  have  been  fubjeds  of  his  medita- 
tion, and  has  aroned  for  the  paucity  of  his  incidents 
by  fuch  difcuffions  as  are  feldom  attempted  by  tht 
fabricators  of  romantic  fi^ion. 

Admitting  that  Johnfon  fpeaks  in  the  perfon  of  the 
riflor-difputant,  we  may,  while  he  is  unveiling  the 
hearts  of  others,  gain  fome  knowledge  of  his  own.  He 
has  in  this  AbyfHnian  tale  given  us  what  he  calls  a 
diflcrtadon  on  poetry,  and  in  it  that  which  appears  to 
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mc  3  recipe  for  making  a  poet,  from  which  may  be  iil-» 
fcrred  what  he  thought  the  ncceflary  ingredients,  and 
a  reference  totfhe  pafiage  will  tend  to  corroborate  an 
obfervation  of  Mr.  Garrick's,  that  Johnfon's  poetical 
faculty  was  mechanical,  and  that  what  he  wrote  came 
not  from  his  heart  but  from  his  head.  Imlac,  the  guide 
of  the  prince,  relates  to  him  the  events  of  Jiis  life, 
which  are — That  his  father  was  a  wealthy  merchant, 
but  3  man  of  tmcultivated  intellects,  who  left  the 
choice  of  a  profeffion,  with  very  little  biafs,  to  his 
£>n.  The  young  man  was  difgufted  with  trade,  and 
inclined  to  general  learning ;  but  finding,  as  he  fays, 
that  poetry  was  confidered  as  the  higheft  learning, 
and  regarded  with  veneration,  he  determined  to  be- 
come a  poet.  Ambition  has  feldom  etfefted  ib  ftu- 
pendous  a  work  as  that  of  implanting  poetic  genius  j 
but  Imlac  was  rcfolved,  and,  if  we  may  truft  the  ac- 
count of  his  fuccefs,  his  defign  was  not  abfurd :  his 
induftry  was  very  commendable :  he  red  all  the  poets 
of  Arabia  and  Perfia,  and  was  able  to  repeat' by  me- 
mory the  volumes  that  are  fufpended  in  the  mofque 
of  Mecca :  he  then  ranged  mountains  and  defarts 
for  imj^es  and  refcmblances,  and  pidturcd  on  his 
mind  every  tree  of  the  foreft  and  flower  of  the  val-i 
ley:  an  ample  colledion  drawn  from  rocks,  palaces, 
rivulets,  clouds,  &c.  Aored  his  mind,  and  with  the 
help  of  ethics,  languages,  and  fciences,  the  refolute 
Imlac,  who,  till  the  age  of  twenty,  had  lived  in  igno- 
rance, was  by  dint  of  mere  induftry  transfonned  into 
a  diftinguilhed  poet. 

In  the  courfe  of  Imlac's  narrative,  Johnfon  ani- 
imdverts  on  the  fuppofed  efficacy  of  pilgrimages  i 

his 
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his  argument  decides  nothing,  but  is  conceived  in 
fuch  language,  that  none,  how  well  acquainted  foevcr 
with  the  book,  will  blame  the  infertion  ^  it  here. 
*  Pilgrimages,  like  many  other  a&s  m  piety,  may 

*  be  reafonable  or  fuperftitious,  accoixMng  to  the  prin- 

*  ciples  upon  which   they  are   performed.     Long 

*  journeys  in  fearch  of  truth  are  not  commanded. 

*  Truth,  fuch  as   is  neceflary  to  the  regulation  of 

*  life,  is  always  found  where  it  is  honelUy  fought, 

*  Change  of  place  is  no  natural  caufe  of  the  increale 

*  of  piety,  for  it  inevitably  produces  diflipation  of 
-*  mind.  Yet,  fincc  men  go  every  day  to  view  the 
'  fields  where  great  aftions  have  been  performed,  and 

*  return  with  ftrongcr  imprefllons  of  the  event,  curio- 

*  fityof  the  fame  kind  may  naturally  difpofe  us  to  view 

*  that  country  whence  our  religion  had  its  beginning  j 
,  *  and  I  believe  no  man  furveys  thofe  awful  fcenes 

'  without    fome   confirmation    of   holy    refolutions. 

*  That    the    Supreme   Being    may  be    more  eafUy 

*  propitiated  in  one  place    than   in  another,  is  the 

*  dream  of  idle  fuperftition ;   but  that  fome  places 

*  may  operate  upon  our  own  minds  in  an  uncommon 

*  manner,   is  an .  opinion  which  hourly  experience 

*  will  juftify.     He  who  fuppofes  that  his  vices  may 

*  be  more  fuccefsfully  cbmbated  in  Paleftine,  will, 

*  perhaps,  find  himfelf  miftaken,    yet  he  may  go 

*  thither  without  folly :  he  who  thinks  they  will  be 

*  more  freely  pardoned,  diflionours  at  once  his  rcafon 

*  and  religion.' 

In  a  following  chapter  the  danger  of  infanity  is  the 

Jubjeft  of  debate  j  and  it  cannot  but  excite  the  pity 

Vol.  I,  B  b  of 
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of  all  thofe  who  gratefully  accept  and  enjoy  Johnfon"? 
endeavours  to  reform  and  inftruft,  to  reflcfl:  that  the 
peril  he  defcribes  he  believed  impending  over  him. 
That  he  was  confcious  of  fuperior  talents  will  furely 
not  be  imputed  to  vanity :  how  deeply  then  muft  he 
have  been  deprefled  by  the  conftant  fear  that  in  one 
moment  he  might  and  probably  would  Be,  not  only 
deprived  of  his  diftinguifljed  endowments,  but  re- 
duced to  a  ftate  little  preferable.  In  as  much  as  refpcfts 
this  world,  to  that  of  brutes  !  He  has  traced  the  mi-  ~ 
fery  of  infanity  from  its  caufe  to  its  effedt,  and  fecms 
to  afcribe  it  to  indulgence  of  imagination  ;  he  ftyles 
it  one  of  the  dangers  of  folitude,  and  perhaps  to  this 
dread  and  this  opinion  was  his  uncommon  love  of  (o- 
ciecy  to  be  attributed. 

His  fuperftitious  ideas  of  the  ftate  of  departed  fouls, 
and  belief  in  fiipernatural  agency,  were  produced  by  a 
mental  difcafe,  as  impoffible  to  be  ftiaken  pff  as  cor- 
poral pain.  What  it  has  pleafed  Omnipotence  to  in- 
flift,  we  need  never  feek  to  excufe ;  but  he  has  pro- 
vided againft  the  cavils  of  thofe  who  cannot  compre7 
,  hend  how  a  wife  can  ever  appear  a  weak  man,  by  rc7 
marking,  that  there  is  a  nfltural  'affinity  between  me- 
lancholy and  ftiperftition.  f 

In  charafterifing  this  perrormance,  it  cannot  be  faid, 
diat  it  vindicates  the  ways  of  God  to  man.  It  is  a 
,^  general  fatire,  reprefenting  mankind  as  eagerly  purfu- 
ing  what  experience  Ihould  have  taught  them  they 
can  never  obtwn :  it  cxpofes  the  ^eakneifes  even  of 
their  laudable  ^ffeftions  and  propenfities,  and  it  re- 
folves  the  mighticft  as  well  as  the  moft  trivial  of  their 
Jjptbours,  into  folly. 
Jm  I  wifh 
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I  with  I  were  not  warranted  m  faying,  that  this  elegant 
work  is  rendered,  by  its  moft  obvious  moral^of  litde  be- 
nefit CO  the  reader.  Wewould  not  indeed  w(h  to  fee  the 
rifing  generation  fo  unprofitably employed  as  die  prince 
of  AbyfUnia  ;  but  it  is  equally  impolidc  to  reprefs  all 
hope,  and  hewho  fliouJd  quit  his  father's  houfe  in  fearch 
of  a  profeffion,  and  return  unprovided,  becaufc  he 
could  not  find  any  man  pleafed  with  his  own,  would 
need  a  better  juftification  than  that  Johnfon,  after 
fpcculadvely  furveying  various  modes  of  life,  had 
j^ged  h^pinefs  unattainable,  and  choice  ufelefs. 

But  let  thofe,  who,  reading  RalTelas  in  the  fpring 
of  life,  are  captivated  by  its  author's  eloquence,  and 
convinced,  by  his  pcrfpicacious  wifdom  that  human 
life  and  hopes  are  fuch  as  he  has  dcpiAed  them,  re- 
member thai  he  faw  through  the  medium  of  advcr- 
fity.  The  concurrent  teftimony  of  ages  has,  it  is  too 
true,  proved,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  worldly 
felicity  J  but  it  has  never  been  proved,  that,  there- 
fore we  arc  mifcrable,  Thofe  who  look  only  here 
for  happlnefs,  have  ever  been  and  ever  will  be  difap- 
pointed :  it  is  hot  change  of  place,  nor  even  the  un» 
bounded  gratification  of  their  wiflics  that  can  relieve 
;hem  j  but  if  they  bend  their  attention  towards  the 
attainment  of  that  felicity  we  are  gracjoyfly  promifed, 
they  will  find  no  fuch  vacuum  as  diftreffed  Raflelas  : 
thedifchargeof  religious  and  focial  duties  wilt  afibrd 
their  faculties  the  occupation  he  wanted,  and  the  well- 
founded  expeftation  of  future  rc^yard  y.jU  at  one? 
ftimulatc  and  fupport  then). 

Th^  tale  of  Raflelas  was  written  to  anfwcr  a  preff- 

ing  ncceflity,  and  was  lb  concluded  as  to  admit  of  a 

B  b  2  continuan'on ; 
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continuation  ;  and,  in  (a£ti  Johnson  had  meditated  a 
fccond  part,  in  which  he  meant  to  marry  his  hero, 
and  place  him  in  a  ftatc  of  permanent  felicity,  but  ic 
fared  with  this  refolution  as  it  did  with  that  of  Dr. 
Young,  who,  in  his  eftimate  of  liuman  life,  promifcd, 
as  he  had  given  the  dark,  fp  in  a  future  publication 
he  would  difplay  the  bright  fide  of  his  fubjeft;  he 
never  did  it,  for  he  had  found  out  that  it  had  no 
bright  fide,  and  Johnfon  had  made  much  the  fame 
difcovery,  and  that  in  this  ftatc  of  our  exiftencc  all 
our  enjoyments  arc  fugacious,  and  permanent  felicity 
unattainable. 

Soon  after  the  publication  ofRaflelas,  and  while  he 
continued  to  write  the  Idler,  Johnlbn  was  tempted  to ' 
engage  in  a  controveriy  on  a  fuli^efl  with  which,  in 
th«  courfe  of  his  ftudics,  he  had  acquired  but  little 
knowledge,  namely,  the  comparative  llrength  of 
arches  of  different  forms ;  the  occafipn  of  it  was, 
that  after  the  pafTmg  of  the  aft  of  parliament  for 
building  Black-Friars  bridge,  a  variety  of  defigns  for 
it  were  tendered  to  the  commiflioners,  who,  after  due 
confidcration,  reduced  them  to  three.  In  two  of 
ihefe  defigns,  the  conftruftion  of  the  arches  was  fe- 
micircular ;  in  the  third,  exhibited  by  Mr.  Mylne  t 
Scotfman,  it  was  elliptical. 

V  Whetjier  Johnfon  thought  that  the  author  of  this 
laft  propofal,  as  being  a  native  of  North  Britain,  me- 
rited »  be  treated  at  an  intruder,  or  that  he  was  in- 
duced by  better  motives  to  oppofe  his  fclieme,  can- 
not be  dcttrmined :  thb,  at  leaft,  is  cert^n,  that  he 
fook  up  the  refolution  before  he  was  qualified  to 
debate  the  qucftion,  for  I  have  it  from  undoubted 
authority. 
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dUthority,  that  in  order  thereto,  he  procured  from-  a 
perfon  eminently  (killed  in  rhathtmaiics  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  architei5turej  anfwers  to  a  ftring  of  queftions 
drawn  up  by  himfelf,  touching  the  comparative 
(Irength  of  femicircular  and  elliptical  arches.  Thefe 
I  myfelf  have  fecn,  and  the  anfwers  determine  in  fa- 
vour of  the  femicircular. 

If  the  former  of  the  confiderations  above  fug- 
■  gefted,  was  at  any  time,  or  in  any  degree,  Johnfon's 
motive  for  oppofing  Mr.  Mylne>  he  ought  to  have  re- 
fle£tcd,  that  at  a  period  when  we  had  no  better  archi- 
tefts  than  Vanbrugh,  Hawkfmoor  *,  Janws  and  Kent 
among  ust>  Campbell  and  Gibbs J,  both  Scotfmcn, 
had  adorned  this  country  with  fome  ftately  and  ele- 
gant edifices }  and  if  the  latter  was  his  induc«nen^ 
he  Ihould  have  refie^ed,  that  his-  arguments  were 

*  Vanbnigh  and  HawkfiDoor  bad  fuch  ideas  of  beauty  and 
barmouy  m  have  no  archecypea  in  the  material  world  :  the  latter 
in  an  evil  hour  was  emi]Io)-ed  by  the  commiffionen  for  building 
£fty  new  churches,  as  alfo  by  a  pariih  in  the  city,  St.  Mary  Wool- 
noth,  in  the  re-edi(icatioD  of  an  old  one,  and  has  left  his  mark  be- 
hind  him  in  feveral  parts  of  this  Icingdom. 

f  James  and  Kent  were  mere  decorators,  and  conld  do  little 
more  than  defign  a  faloon,  a  gallery,  or  a  fcreen.  Kent  {>retendcd 
to  hiAory-painting,  but  was,  after  painting  an  altar-ptece  or  twO( 
become  fo  confcious  of  his  deCcicncy,  that  he  ftrove  to  render 
painted  Itair-cafcs  uiifa{hionabIe,  by  dividing  them  into  compart- 
ments of  Aucco,  ornamented  with  groups  of  friut  and  ilowen,  Inth 
other  plaftic  ornaments.  He  had,  neverthelefs,  a  iine  taAe  in 
gardening,  and  introduced  that  ftyle,  which  now  prevails  in  tbi* 
kingdom,  and  ferves  for  a  model  to  all  Europe.  * 

X  Campbell  and  Gibbs  were  both  men  of  genius ;  the  farmer  de* 
figned  the  beft  honfe  in  this  kingdom,  that  at  Waniled  in  ESex, 
built  by  the  earl  of  Caftlemain  ;  the  latter,  St.  Martin's  chiircht 
and  Other  edifices  that  are  an  hononr  to  his  memory. 
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not  his  own,  and  fo  far  as  regards  fymmetry  ami 
correfpondencc  of  parts,  how  little  he  was  qualified 
to  judge  of  fymmetry  and  the  correfpondencc  of 
parts,  whofe  eye  was  never  capable  of  compre- 
hending the  dome  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  or  the 
towers  of  Wcftminfter  abbey.  However,  armed  as 
he  is  above  faid  to  have  been,  with  rcafons  againft 
Mr.  Mylnc's  defign,  he  began  an  attack  on  it  in  a 
letter  to  the  publiftier  of  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  infertei 
in  that  paper  for  the  firft  day  of  December  1759,  ^""^ 
continued  it  in  die  fuccceding  papers  of  the  eighth 
and  fifteenth  of  the  fame  month.  To  one  or  more 
of  thefe  letters,  anfwers  were  publiflied,  in  which  it 
was  contended,  that  at  Florence  there  is  a  bridge-that 
crofies  the  river  Arno,  of  an  elliptical  form,  but  the 
argument  drawn  from  thence,  Johnfon  had  refuted  in 
his  firft  letter,  by  obferving,  that  the  ftabllity  thereof 
is  Co  much  doubted,  that  carts  are  not  permitted  to  pafs 
over  i^  and  that  it  has  ftood  two  hundred  years  without 
imitation.  Thefe,  and  many  other  arguments,  as  alfo 
the  opinion  of  that  excellent  mathematician  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Simpfon,  were  not  of  fufficient  weight  with  the 
committee  for  building  the  bridge,  to  recommend  the 
fcmicircular  arch,  Mr.  Mylne's  defign  was  jM-eferrcd, 
and  the  arches  arc  cDiptical. 

I  have  already  remariced,  that  Johnfon  was  un- 
fkilled  in  the  fcience  of  architcfture,  and  I  might 
have  added,  that  he  was  a  ftranger  to  the  very  rudi- 
ments of  it.  He  could  not  elfe  have  failed  to  notice, 
in  the  edifice  here  fpoken  of,  one  of  the  moft  egre- 
gious errors  that  ever  difgraced  a  ftrufture  of  its 
kind  i  columns  difproportionate  in  the  ratio  between 

their 
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their  heights  and  their  diameters.  The  proportion 
of  a  column  is  taken  from<  that  of  the  human  figure, 
which»  at  a  medium,  is  in  a  man  fefqiiioftave  of  the 
head,  and  in  a  woman  fefquinonal.  The  computa- 
tion of  columns'  by  modules  or  diameters,  comes  to 
much  the  fame,  and  according  to  Palladio,  gives,  to 
one  of  the  Doric  order,  the  mafculine  proportion  of 
eight  of  diofe  meafures,  and,  to  one  of  the  Ionic,  the 
feminine  of  nine. 

Proportions,  thus  adjufted  by  nature,  admit  of  no 
deviation ;  whenever  that  is  attempted,  deformity 
enfues,  as  is  to  be  fcen  in  the  inftance  before  us, 
where  we  behold  a  range  of  Ionic  columns,  level,  it 
is  true,  at  their  bafes,  but  rifing  from  their  due  pro- 
portion at  the  extremities,  in  gradation,  like  the  pipes 
in  the  front  of  an  organ,  to  the  central  arch,  where, 
inftead  of  the  proportion  of  a  column,  they  aflume 
that  of  a  candle*. 

It  will  perhaps  be  lud,  that  the  great  elevation 
of  the  centre-arch  required  this  prepoftcrous  elon- 
gation of  the  columns.  To  this  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  proportion  is  not  to  be  wrcftcd  to  bye-purpofes, 
and  that  where  beautiflil  forms  cannot  be  introduced, 
they  muft  be  given  up,  and  ornament  yield  place  tO' 
convenience.  It  is  faid,  that  the  idea  of  columns 
{banding  on  the  piers  of  a  bridge  was  fuggefted  by  a 
defign  of   Piraneli,   extant   among  his  works,    but 

*  Columns  thus  difproportionate,  but  in  a  lefi  degree,  arc  illbto 
be  feen  in  the  ponico  of  the  8iliiuraIty'H>dice,  deCgned  by  Riplejr, 
who.  horn  a  carpenter  that  kept  %  fiiop,  and  aUb  a  coffee-houfe,  in 
Wood  ftreet,  Cheapfide,  fay  manying  a  Icrvant  of  a  miniftcr  ob- 
taineda  feat  at  the  Board  of  Works. 

B  b  4  without 
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without  an  aflertion  that  he  affumed  the  licence  here 
reprobated.  Should  he  in  any  inftance  be  found  ta 
have  done  fo,  the  example  of  a  genius,  fo  wildly- 
magnificent  as  hij,  will  weigh  but  little  againft  die 
praftice  of  Palladio,  Scamozzi,  Vignola,  and,  let  me 
add,  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  the  architeft  of  Weftmin- 
fter  bridge,  who,  in  all  fuch  emergencies  as  that 
infifted  on,  evaded  the,  ncceflity  of  violating  thie 
rules  of  their  art,  by  rejefting  incongruous  decora- 
tions, and  trufted  to  the  applaufe  they  Ihoiild  ac- 
quire by  uniting  levity  and  convenience  with  fta- 
biliiy. 

There  are,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  perfons  who 
are  as  blind  to  (ymmetry  and  .the  beauty  of  forms,  as 
others  are  deaf  to  the  harmony  of  according  founds, 
who  deny  that  there  arc  any  criteria  by  which  we  can 
difcriminate  beauty  from  deformity  in  one  fubjeft, 
tnd  confonancc  from  diffonance  in  the  other,  and  who 
affcrt  that  tafte  is  capricious  and  has  no  ftandard,  and 
that  fancy  is  its  own  arbiter.  Let  fuch  enjoy  their 
ignorance,  while  we  are  engaged  in  an  inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  principles  into  which  the  pleafures  of 
the  eye  and  ear  are  refolvable.  The  refalt  of  fuch, 
an  enquiry  will  be  a  thoroxigh  conviftion,  that  all  of 
what  we  underftand  by  the  tenns  fymmetry  and  har- 
mony has  its  foundation  in  mathematical  ratios  and 
proportions,  that  exift  in  all  the  modifications  of  mat- 
ter, and  are  but  emanations  of  that  power,  which  ha» 
ordered  all  things  in  number,  weight  and  meafure*. 

"  Of  tikdc  the  ^iadpU  are  the  eqaal  i  to  i,tbe  Tdqiiultenl 
3  to  3,  the  rerquiterttaD3ta4,  andtheduplc  I  toa,  snftreiiiigto 
the  anifon,  the  diapente,  the  diatcfluon,  and  the  dlapafon,  the 
IWeeteft  eosGordi  in  nnfic 

/  I  forbear 


Dr.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON.  377 
I  forbear  to  remark  the  leffer  errors  in  the  con- 
ftruftion  of  this  edifice,  fuch  as  the  unwarrantable 
mutilation  of  the  key-ftones  over  the  arches,  and 
the  injudicious  pofition  of  the  entablature  of  the 
baluftrade :  thofe  I  have  pointed  out  may  fcrve  to 
ihcw,  that  the  great  encouragements  given  of  late  to 
the  arts  of  defign,  have  hitherto  failed  to  call  forth 
a  genius  in  any  degree  comparable  to  thofe  of  fonner 
ages,  Jones  and  Sir  Chriltopher  Wren ;  and  that  the 
citizens  of  London,  m  the  meridian  of  its  glory 
having,  with  a  view  to  eternize  the  memory  of  a 
favourite  miniflrr,  erected  an  edifice,  in  which  beauty 
and  (ymmetry  arc  in  vain  fought  for,  and  called  it  by 
his  name  *,  have  thereby  perpetuated  their  own  dif- 
grace,  and  fubjefted  a  whole  nation  to  the  reproach  of 
foreigners. 

Neither  the  writing  of  his  Raflclas,  nor  ihc  event 
of  his  mother's  death,  nor  the  bridge-controverfy, 
fc)pped  the  hand  of  Johnfon,  nor  interrupted  the 
publication  of  the  Idler ;  but  the  fale  of  the  Univerfal 
Chronicle,  the  vehicle  that  contained  it,  was  in  fome 
degree  obftrufted  by  the  praftices  of  thofe  literary 
depredators,  who  fubfift  by  the  labours  of  others,  and 
whofe  conduct,  with  refpeft  to  the  Idler,  die  following 
paper,  evidently  drawn  up  by  Johnfon,  will  explain. 

'  London,  January  5,  1759.  Adverdfcment.  The 
'  proprietors  of  the  paper,  entitled  *  The  Idler,'  hav- 

*  ing  found  that  thofe  eflays  are  inferted  in  the  aews- 

*  papers  and  magazines  with  fo  little  regard  to  juftice 
'  or  decency,  that  the  Univerfal  Chronicle,  in  which 

*  they  firit  appear,'  is  not  always  mentioned,  think  it 

'  It  u  called  Pitt'f  bridge,  and  the  baUdinga  adjacent  to  it 
Chatham  place. 

*  neceflary 
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'  ncceflary  to  declare  to  the  publifhers  of  thofc  col- 

*  leftions,  that  however  patiently  they  have  hitherto 

*  endured  thefc  injuries,  made  yet  more  injnrious  by 

*  contempt,  they  have  now  determined    to'  endure 

*  them  no  longer.    They  have  already  fcen  cflays,- 

*  for  which  a  very  lai^  price  is  paid,  transferred^ 

*  with  the  moft  fliamelefs  rapacity,  into  the  weekly 

*  or  monthly  compilations,   and  their  right,  at  leatl- 

*  for  the  prefent,  alienated  frofn  them,  before  they 

*  could  themfclves  be  faid  to  enjoy  it.    But   they 

*  would  not  willingly  be  thought  to  want  tendernefs^ 

*  even  for  men  by  whom  no  tendernefs  hath  been 

*  fhewji.     The  paft  is  without  remedy,  and  Ihall  be 

*  without  reftntment.     But  thofe  who    have  been 

*  thus  bufy  with  their  fickles  in  the  fields  of  their 

*  neighbours,  are  henceforward  to  take  notice,  that 

*  the  time  of  impunity  is  at  an  end.    Whoever  ftiall, 

*  without  our  leave,  lay  the  hand  of  rapine  upon  our 

*  papers,  is  to  expeft  that  we  ihall  vindicate  our  due, 

*  by  the  means  which  juftice  prefcribes,  antf  which  are 

*  warranted  by  the  immemorial  prefcri^ons  of  ho- 

*  nourable  trade.     We  fhall  lay  hold,  in  our  turn,  on 

*  their  copies,  degrade  them  from  the  pomp  of  wide 

*  margin  and  diffule  typography,  contraft  them  into 
'  a  narrow  fpace,  and  fell  them  at  an  humble  price  ; 

*  yet  not  with  a  view  of  growing  rich  by  confifcations, 

*  for  we  think  not  much  better  of  money  got  by  pu- 

*  niftiment  than  by  crimes ;  we  Aall,  therefore,  when 

*  our  lofles  are  repaid,  give  what  profit  fhall  remain 
'  to  the  MagJaletts ;  for  we  know  not  who  can  be 
«  more  properiy  taxed  for  the  fupport  of  penitent 

*  proftitutes,  than  proftitutes  in  whom  there  yet  ap- 

*  pears  neither  penitcnc?  nor  fliame.' 

He 
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He  continued  this  paper  to  the  extent  of  one  hun- 
dred and  three  numbers^  and  on  Saturday  the  fifth 
day  of  April  1760,  clofcd  it  with  an  eflaj,  containing 
a  folemn  and  very  affe^ing  contemplatitm  on  the 
words  this  is  the  lafi.  In  various  fignifications.  The 
concluding  paragraph  feems  to  have  been  written 
under  the  preffure  of  that  melancholy,  which,  almoft 
inceflantly  afflifted  him,  heightened,  perhaps,  by  the 
approach  of  a  feafon  of  the  year,  to  Chriftians  the  mt^ 
folemn.  The  refledions,  contained  in  it,  are  very  fe- 
rious,  and  fo  elegantly  exprefTed,  that  in  the  hope  that 
the  perufal  of  it  will  not  prove  contagious  to  the  rea- 
der, I  here  give  it  at  length. 

*  As  the  laft  Idler  is  publifhed  in  that  folemn  week 

*  which  the  Chriftian  world  has  always  fet  apart  for 

*  the  examination  of  'the  confciencc,  the  review  of 

*  life,  the  cxtinftion  of  earthly  defires,  and  the  reno- 

*  varionof  holy  purpofcs,  I  hope  that  my  readers  arc 

*  already  difpoIM  to  view  every  incident  with  feriouf- 
'  nefs,  and  improve  it  by  meditation ;  and  that  when 

*  they  fee  this  feries  of  trifles  brought  to  aconclufion, 

*  they  will  confidcr    thM,  by  outliving  the  Idler,   • 

*  they  have  paflfed  weeks,  months,  and  years,  which 

*  arc  now  no  longer  in  their  power ;  that  an  end  muft 
'  in  time  be  put  to  every  thing  great  as  to  every  thing 
<  little  i  that  to  life  muft  come  its  laft  hour,  and  to 

*  this  fyftem  of  being,  its  laft  day  j  the  hour  at  which 

*  probation  ceafes,  and  repentance  will  be  vain,  the 
»  day  in  which  every  work  of  the  hand,  and  imagina- 
'  tion  of  the  heart,  fliall  be  brought  to  judgment, 

*  and  an  evcrlafting   futurity  Ihall   be  detcnnined 

*  by  die  paft.' 

Tho 
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The  Idlefj  taken  as  the  title  of  a  fcries  of  moral 
and  oeconomical  eflays,  is  a  defignation  that  imports 
little  i  or,  rather>  its  moft  obvious  meaning  is  a  bad  one. 
04  ,  Johnfon  was  at  _a,  lofs  for  a  fitter,  but  he  could  hit  on 
no  one  that  had  not  been  prc-occupiedj  He  chofe 
an  irony,  and  meant  that  his  readers  ftiouid  under-' 
ftand  by  it  juft  the  revcrfeof  what  itfignified;  and,  in 
this  his  intention,  he  was  in  little  danger  of  being 
miftaken,  or  being  charged  with  idlenefs.  by  any  of 
thofe  whom  he  was  labouring,  by  all  the  powers  of 
rcafon  and  eloquence,  to  make  wifer  and  better. 

The  plan  and  conduft  of  the  Idler  refembles  ib 
nearly  that  of  the  Rambler  and  the  Adventurer,  that 
what  has  been  faid  of  eaCh  of  thofe  publications^ 
might  ferve  for  a  character  of  this,  faving,  diat 
in  this  latter,  admiHion  is  given,  to  a  greater  num- 
ber of  papers,  calculated  to  entertun  the  mind 
with  pleafing  fiftions,  humorous  charafters,  and  va- 
ried reprtfentations  of  familiar  life,  than  is  to  be 
found  in  either  of  the  two  former,  the  general  eiFcft 
.whereof  is,  delight,  too  foon  interrupted  by  their 
ftiortnefs.  The  fecond  number  of  the  Idler  con- 
tains an  in^tation  to  correlpondents,  and  it  had  the 
afliftance  of  other  hands  j  but  I  know  but  of  three 
papers  that  Can  with  certainty  be  faid  to  have  been 
written  by  any  other  than  Johnfon  himfelf  j  one  of 
the  three  is  No.  67,  by  Mr.  Langton ;  the  other  two. 
No.  76  and  79,  arc  on  the  fubjeft  of  painting,  and,  in 
an  evening-hour  when  his  pencil  was  at  reft,  were 
compofed  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds.  And  here  let  me 
take  notice,  that  in  the  publication  of  the  Idler,  at 
leaft  when  ic  was  coUefted  into  volumes,  Johnfon  .and 
N«wbery 
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Kewbciy  were  joii>c-adventurere»  and  that  ihcjr  di. 
yidcd  equally  the  profits  arifing  from  the  fajc 
thereof. 

Of  thefe  efliys,  as  alfo  the  I^ambler,  and  thofe  in 
jhe  Adventurer  which  Johnfon  wrote,  little  remains 
to  be  remarked,  except  that,  notwithftanding  the  depth 
of  thinking  which  they  difplay,  and  the  nervous  and 
elegant  ftyle  in  which  they  are  penned,  they  were 
extemporaneous  compofitions,  and  hardly  ever  under- 
went a  revifion  •  before  they  were  fcnt  to  the  prefs. 
The  original  manufcripts  of  the  Rambler  have  paffed 
through  my  hands,  and  by  the  penifal  of  them  I  am 
warranted  to  fay,  as  was  faid  of  Shakeljscare  l^y  the 
players  of  his  time,  that  he  never  blotted  out  a  linej 
and  I  believe  without  the  rifque  of  that  retort  which 
Ben  Jonfon  made  to  them,  *  Wquld  he  had  blotted 

•  out  a  thoufand.' 

Another  circumftancc,  worthy  of  notice,  is,  that  ift 
the  portraits  of  fingular  charafters,  that  occur  in  the 
papers  written  by  Johnfon,  the  painting  is  fo  llrong 
and  lively,  that  fome  perfons,  then  living,  looking 
on   them  as   refemblances  of  themfelves,   aftually 

*  Ofhuiadlitjrincoinpofitioii,  uui  the  rajnilicywuli  wUchlw 
wrote  for  the  prda,  here  follow  a  few  indances :  Savage'a  life,  con- 
taining a.  hundred  and  eighty  oilaTo  pages,  was  the  work  of  thirty- 
fix  hours.  He  wai  wont  to  fiinuQi  for  the  Gentleman'a  Magazine 
three  columns  of  the  debates  in  an  hour,  written,  u  myfelf  can  at- 
felt,  in  a  charafter  that  altnofi  any  me  might  read.    Hi's  preface  M 

•  The  Preceptor,'  and  hij  •  Vifion  of  Theoittc,'  were  each  the  wwk 
of  wie  fitting,  as  was  alfo  the  firft  fevcnty  lines  of  his  tranllati<» 
of  the  tenth  iatire  of  Jareml,    entitled,  '  The  vanity  of  biunan 

•  Wlihes  ;•  and  what  is  aloioll  incredyrfe,  he  never  red  hit 
%aJ&U»  but  in  the  proofs  whidr  cBmc  to  him  from  the  preft 
for  correAion. 

charged 
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charged  him  with  an  intention  to  render  them  ridicu- 
lous, and  were  hardly  appeafed  by  his  affurances  that 
he  copied  no  particular  fubjeft,  but  drew  from  arche- 
types .which  his  obferration  had  furni(hed>  and  his 
imagination  hkd  improved. 

Johnfon  was  now  become  fo  well  known,  and  had 
by  the  Rambler,  and  other  of  his  writings,  given  fuch 
evidences,  not  only  of  great  abiliries,  and  of  his  fkiJl 
in  human  life  and  manners,  but  of  a  fociable  and  be- 
nevolent difpofition,  that  many  became  defirous  of  his 
acquaintance,  and  to  this  they  were  farther  tempted 
by  the  character  he  had  acquired  of  delighting  in 
converfation,  and  being  free  and  communicative  in 
his  difcourfe.  He  had  removed,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  year  17^°)  ^^o  chambers  two  doors  down  the 
Inner-Temple  lane;  and  I  have  been  told  by  his 
neighbour  at  the  corner,  that  during  the  time  he 
dwelt  there,  more  enquiries  were  made  at  his  ftiop  for 
Mr.  Johnfon,  than  for  all  the  inhabitants  put  toge- 
ther of  both  the  Inner  and  Middle  Temple.  This 
circumftance  in  his  life  leads  me  to  mention,  that 
Richardfon  pofleffed,  but  in  a  lefs  degree,  the  like 
powers  of  attraftion,  but  they  operated  chiefly  on 
young  females,  who,  being  defirous  of  inftruftion  in 
the  duties  of  life,  were  permitted  by  their  parents  and 
friends  to  vifit  and  receive  from  him  fuch  leflbns  of 
prudence  as  he  was  ever  ready  and  well  qualiHed  to 
give  them  j  and  it  is  well  known,  that  many  ingenious 
young  women,  who  refortcd  to  his  houfe  as  to  an  aca- 
demy for  tuition,  became  fo  knprpved  by  his  conver- 
fation and  his  extemporary  commentaries  on  his  own 
writings,  as  afterwards  to  make  a  confidcrable  figure 
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in  the  literary  world  *.  And  here  let  mc  obferve, 
that  the  benefits  of  oral  inftrudion,  joined  vith  the 
perufal  of  fuch  authors  as  we  now  put  into  female 
hands,  may  be  eftimated  by  the  degree  of  mental  im- 
provement at  which  the  fex  is  at  this  day  arrived, 
which,  as  Johnfon  once  remarked  to  me  on  receiving 
a  lady's  letter,  is  fo  great,  that  jh  diat  kind  of  compo- 
fition,  we  who  were  their  teachers^  may  learn  of 
them. 

From  this  propenflty  to  difcurfive  communica- 
tion, in  which  Johnfon  and  Richardfon  refembled 
each  other,  nothing  more  is  to  be  underflood,  than 
that  both  took  pleafure  in  that  interchange  of  fend- 
mcnts  and  opinions,  which  renders  converfation  in- 
ftruftive  and  delightful,  for,  in  other  refpeds,  they 
were  men  of  very  diflferent  endowments  and  tempera, 
Richardfon  being  bred  to  a  mechanic  occupation,  had 
no  learning,  nor  more  reading  than  was  fufficient  to 
enable  him  to  form  a  flyle  eafy  and  intelligible,  and  a 
little  raifed  above  that  of  vulgar  narrative.  His  fen- 
timents  were  his  own,  and  of  this  he  was  fo  fenfible, 
and  alfo  of  the  originality  and  importance  of  many  of 
dicm,  that  he  would  ever  be  talking  of  his  writings, 
and  thp  words  fentiment  and  fentimenrality  became,  not 
only  a  part  of  die  cant  of  his  fchool,  but  were  adopted 
by  fiicceeding  writers,  and  have  been  ufed  to  recom- 
mend to  fome  readers  fentimental  journies,  fentimen- 
tal  letters,  fentimental  fermons,  and  a  world  of  trafli, 

•  Sec  a  poem  in  Pawkes  and  Woty't '  Poetical  oUendar,*  intitled 
f  The  Fcmincad.'  written  \f  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncombe,  Ute  of 
Cuueibary,  dcceafed. 
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whichj  but  for  this  filly  epithet,  would  never  have  at- 
trafbed  notice. 

Richardfon's  converikion  W5S  of  the  preceptive  kind, 
but  it  wanted  the  diverfitjr  of  Johnfon's,  and  had  no 
intermixture  of  wit  or  humour.  Richardfon  could 
never  relate  a  pleafant  ftory,  and  hardly  relifh  oaie 
fold  by  another :  he  was  ever  thinking  of  his  owq 
writings,  and  liftening  to  the  praifes  which,  with  an 
emulous  profufion,  his  friends  were  inceflantiy  bellow- 
ing on  them,  he  would  fcarce  enter  into  free  con- 
Verfation  with  any  one  that  he  thought  had  not  red 
*  Clariffa,'  or  '  Sir  Charles  Grandifon,'  and  at  beft,  he 
fould  not  be  laid  to  be  a  companionable  man*. 

Thcrfc  who  were  unacquainted  with  Richardfon,  and 
had  red  his  books,  were  led  to  believe,  chat  they  exr  , 
hibited  a  pifture  of  his  ovn  mind,  and  that  his  tempn 
and  domeftic  behaviour  could  not  but  correjpond  with 
that  refined  morality  which  they  inculcate,  but  in  thi« 
they  were  deceived.  He  was  auftere  in  the  govern- 
ment of  his  family,  and  iffucd  his  orders  to  feme  of 
his  fcrvants  in  writing  only.  His  neareft  female  rela- 
tions^ in  the  prefence  of  ftrangers,  were  mutes,  and 

*  I  once  travelled  with  him  in  the  Fulfaun  fiage-CMch,  in  wUcba 
at  my  getting  in,  t  found  him  (eated.  i  learned,  bj  fbmewhat  hB 
£ud  to  the  coachman,  who  he  was,  and  nude  Guac  cflkyc  toward* 
converiation,  but  he  Teemed  diliAclined  to  any.  There  wu  one 
other  paflengcr,  who  bong  a  female,  I  was,  in  common  dvilityr 
bound  to  take  notice  of;  but  my  male  companion  I  left  to  indulge 
himfelf  in  a  reverie,  which  neither  he  nor  I  interrupted  by  th« 
utterance  of  a  fingle  word,  and  Jailed  till  he  was  fet  down  at  hii 
houfconParfon's  green.  He  had  the  courCcfy  to  aOc  us  in,  but  at 
DUracquuntaiicehad  but  lately  commenced,  and  had  received  but 
Jiitle  improvement  in  our  journey,  the  civility  v/as  declined. 
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fevmed  to  me>  in  a  viJic  I  once  made  him*  to  have 
been  difciplined  in  the  fchool  of  Ben  Jonfon's  Mo- 
rofe,  whofe  injundlion  to  his  fcrvant  was,  *  Anfwer 
'  me  not  but  with  your  leg.'  In  Ihort,  they  appeared 
to  have  been  taugjit  to  converfe  with  him  by  figns  j 
and  it  was  too  plain  to  me>  that  on  his  part,  the  molb 
Trequeot  of  them  were  frowns  and  gefticulations,  im- 
porting that  they  fliould  leave  his  prefencc.  I  have 
heard  it  laid,  that  he  was  what  is  called  a  nervous 
man;  and  how  far  nervofity,  with  fo  good  an  under- 
ftanding  as  he  is  allowed  to  have  pofTefTed,  will  excufe 
a  conduct  fo  oppofite  co  that  philanthropy  which  he 
laboured  to  inculcate,  I  cannot  fay :  his  benevolence 
might  have  taken  another  direAion,  and  in  other  in- 
ftances  be  very  ftrong }  for  I  was  once  a  witnefs  ta 
his  putting  into  the  hand  of  Mr.  Whifton  the  book- 
feller,  ten  guineas  for  the  relief  of  one  whom  a  fudden 
accident  had  made  a  widow. 

Johnfon's  mind  was  never  occupied  on  trifles  :  his 
fpeculations  were  grand  and  noble,  his  reading  various 
and  cxtenfive,  and,  on  fome  fubjcfts,  profound.  As  he 
profefled  always  to  fpeak  in  the  beft  and  moll  correct 
phrafe,  rgefting  all  fuch  common  and  vulgar  com-* 
binations  of  fpeech  as  arc  in  ufe  only  till  others  equally 
affcifted  and  infignificant  are  invented,  his  conver- 
fation-flyle  bore  a  great  refemblance  to  that  of  his 
writings,  fo  that,  in  his  common  difcourf^,  he  might 
feem  to  incur  the  cenfure  which  bilhop  Burnet  cafta 
on  the  lord  chancellor  Nottingham,  of  being  too  elo- 
quent J  but  fo  far  were  his  hearers  from  thinking  fo, 
that  many  wifhed  for  the  power  of  retaining  as  well 
the  colloquial  form  as  the  fubftance  of  his  converfa- ' 

Yoi..  I.  C  c  tions  J 
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dons  i  and  fome  there  were,  who  to  that  end,  in  uni- 
tation  of  the-CoUoquia  Menfalia  of  Luther,  and  the 
Tabl(^-talk  ofSelden,  nottofay  of  thebooks  in  aira*i 
as  they  are  called,  made  common-places  of  his  fayings, 
his  precepts,  and  his  apophthegms ;  but  the  want  of 
judgment  in  the  feleftton  of  them,  has  rendered  moft 
of  the  coUeftions  of  this  kind,  that  I  have  ever  leen>  of 
little  worth. 

Gefticular  mimicry  and  buffoonery  he  hated,  and 
would  ofEcn  hufFGarrick  for  exercifmg  it  in  his  pre- 
fence  j  but  of  the  talent  of  humour  he  had  an  altnoft 
enviable  portion.  To  defcribe  the  nature  of  this^K^il- 
ty,  as  he  was  wont  tb  difplay  it  in  his  hours  of  mirth 
and  relaxation,  I  muft  fay,  that  it  was  ever  of  that 
arch  and  dry  kind,  ,which  lies  concealed  under  the 
appearance  of  gravity,  and  which  acquiefces  in  an 
error  for  the  purpbfe  of  refuting  it.  Thus,  in  the 
Rambler,  No,  i,  he  tells  his  readers,  very  gravely, 
that  it  is  one  among  manyrcafons  for  which  he  pur- 
pofes  to  entfttain  his  countrymen,  that  he  hopes 
not  much  to  tire  thof^  whom  he  Ihall  not  happen 
to  pleale,  and  if  he  is  not  commended  for  the  beauty 
of  his  works,  to  be  at  leaft  pardoned  for  their  brevity, 
«  But  whether,*  adds  he,  '  my  expeftations  art  moft 

*  fixed  on  pardon  or  praifc,  I  think  it  not  neccflary  to 

*  difcover.' — And  in  the  Idler,  No.  3,  he  fuggefta 
confolation  agatnlt  the  dread  of  an  imaginary  evil 
founded  on  falfc  philofophy,  by  admitting,   that 

*  There  are  the  Mena^aiu,  Parrhafiaiik,  Hutkna,  ScaHge- 
nana,  Nandxuia,  Fadniana,  Poggiatn,  ThoBna,  Perroiuana> 
fithxana,  Cglomdiaaa.  Sorbcriana,  VaUfiatia*  aiid  otliers  lob 
known. 
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though  ccrcun,  it  is  rcmott.  The  paflage  would 
be  injured  by  contraftioa,  and  I  therefore  give  it  u 
length. 

*  Many  philofophers  imagine,  that  the  elements 

<  thcmfelvcs  may  in  time  be  exhaufted  j  that  the  fun» 

*  by  fliininglong,  will  effijfe  all  its  light  j  and  that 

*  by  the  continual  wafte  of  aqueous  particles,  the 

*  whole  earth  will  at  laft  become  a  fandy  defart. 

*  I  would  not  advife  my  readers  to  difturb  diem- 

*  felvcs  by  contriving  how  khcy  fhall  live  without 

<  lig^t  and  witer;  for  the  days  of  univerfal  diirft  and 
'  perpetual  darknefs  are  at  a  great  difl'ance.    The 

*  ocean  and  the  fun  will  laft  our  time,  and  we  may 

*  leave  poftcrity  to  fliift  for  thcmfelves. 

*  But  if  the  ftores  of  nature  are  limited,  much  more 
'  .narrow  bounds  muft  be  fet  to  the  nwxJes  of  life ; 

*  and  mankind  may  want  a  mts'al  or  amufmg  paper 

*  many  years  before  they  Diall  be  deprived  of  drink 

*  or  day-light.    This  want,  which  to  the  bufy  and 

*  inventive  may  feem  eafily  remediable  by  fcane  fub- 
'  ftitute  or  other,  the  whole  race  of  idlers  will  feel  with. 

*  all  the  fenfibility  that  all  fuch  torpid  animals  can 
'  fuffcr.' 

A  fiiend  of  his  ufed  often  to  vifit  him,  who,  though 
*  a  man  of  learning  and  great  good  fenfe,  had  a  ftyle 
of  coavtrfing  fo  peculiarly  eloquent  and  verbofe,  as 
tobefometimes  unintelligible:  Johnfon  had  a  mind 
one.  day  to  give  me  a  fpccimen  of  it,  and  affuming 
his  manner,  he,  in  a  conoeded  Ipeech  on  a  familiar 
fubjeft,  utEered  a  fucceffion  of  fentences,  in  language 
refembling  the  ftylc  of  nnetaphyfics,  but,  though 
fluent  ib  (^fcured  by  parenth^e*  and  other  involu- 
C  c  a  tioiw 
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tions>  that  1  was  unable  to  collect  from  it  a  fingle 
idea.  After  he -had  for  five  minutes  conunued  thi» 
gibberifli,  he  faid,  '  This  Js  the  manner  in  which. 

*  •  •  *  •  entert^ns  mc  whenever  he  comes  here' 

In  the  fame  vein  of  humour  he  once  ridiculed  Her- 
vcy's  Meditations  on  a  Flower-garden  and  other  fub- 
je£ts,  in  the  following  extemporaneous  reflections  on  a 
pudding : 

'  Let  us    ferioufly  refleft   on  what   a   pudding 

*  is  compofed  of.    It  is  compofed  of    flour  that 

*  once  waved  in  the  golden  gr^n,  and  drank  the 

*  dews  of  the  morning — of  milk  preffed  from  the 

*  fwelling  udder  by  the  gentle  hand  of  the  beau- 

*  teous  milkrmMd,  whofe  beauty  and  innocence 
'  might  have  recommended  a  worfe  draught;  who, 

*  whilft  Ihe  ftroked  the  udder,  indulged  no  ambitious 

*  thoughts  of  dwelling  in  palaces,  and  fomied  no 
«  fchemes    for  the   dcftruftion  of  her  fellow-crea- 

*  tures — milk  which  is  drawn  froni  the  cow,   that 

*  ufeful  animal,  that  eats  the  grafs  of  the  field,  and' 

*  fupplies  us  with  that  which  made  the  greatcft  part 

*  of  the  food  of  that  age,  which  the  poets  have  agreed 
'  to  call  golden. 

'  It  is  made  with  an  egg,  that  miracle  of  nature, 

*  which  the  theoretical  Burnet  has  compared  to  crea- 

*  tion — an  egg  that  contains  water  within  its  beau- 

*  tiful  fmooth  furface,  and  an  unformed  mafs  which, 

*  by  the  incubation  of  the  parent,  becomes  a  regular 

*  animal,  furniftied  with  bones  and  fincws,  and  co- 

*  vered  with  feathers. 

'  L^t  us  confider — can'  there  be  any  thing  wanting 

*  to  complete  this  meditation  on  a  pudding — if  more 
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*  is  wanting,  more  may  be  found.    It  contains  falc, 

*  which  prefcrves  the  fea  from  putrcfaftion  j     falc, 

*  which  is  made  the  image  of  intellciSual  excellence, 
'  contributes  to  the  formation  of  a  pudding.' 

He  excelled  alfo  in  the  talent  of  burlefque  verfifi- 
cation>  and,  upon  occafion  of  a  difcourfe  at  Sir  Jfolhua 
Reynolds's  on  Dr.  Percy's  *  Reliques  of  ancient  Eng- 
liQi  poetry,"  in  which  the  beautiful  fimplicity  of  many 
of  the  ballads  therein  contained  was  remarked  with 
fome  exaggeration,  Johnfon  contended,  that  what  was  ' 
called  ftmplictty  was,  in  truth,  inanity }  and,  to  illus- 
trate his  argunnent,  and  ridicule  chat  kind  of  poetry, 
tittered  the  following  impromptu  i 

*  As  with  my  hat  upon  my  head, 

*  I  walk'd  along  the  Strand, 

*  I  there  did  meet  another  man, 
'  With  his  hat  in  his  hand.* 

And  it  being  at  a  tea-converfation,  he,  addrefllng 
Jumfelf  to  Mifs  Reynolds,  went  on  rhyming  thus, 

*  I  pray  thee,  gende  Rennydear, 

*  That  thou  wilt  give  to  me, 

*  With  cream  and  fugar  tcmpcr'd  well, 

*  Another  difli  of  tea. 

*  Nor  fear  that  I,  my  gentle  maid, 

*  Shall  long  detain  the  cup, 

*  When  once  unto  the  bottom  I 

<  Have  drank  the  liquor  up. 

D.a.t.zsdbyG'OOg[C 


39©  THELIFEOF 

'  Yet  hear,  at  lail>  this  mournful  truth, 

*  Nor  hear  it  with  a  frown, 
*  Thou  can'ft  not  make  the  tea  To  ia(^ 

'  As  I  can  gulp  it  down.* 

"With  thefc  powers  of  inftnifting  and  delighting 
thofc  with  whom  he  convcrfcd,  it  is  no  wond  -  that 
the  acquaintance  of  Johnfon  was  fought  by  mAiy  j^ 
and  I  will  not  fay,  cither  that  he  fet  fo  great  a  value 
on  his  time,  as  not  to  be  accefTible  to  all  who  wifhed 
for  the  plcafure  of  it,  or  that  his  vanity  was  not  gratified 
by  the  vifits  of  biihops,  of  courtiers,  fenators,  fcholars, 
travellers,  and  women. 

In  his  converfation  widi  the  laft  in  this  enumera- 
tion, he  had  fuch  a  felicity  as  would  put  vulgar  gal- 
lantry out  of  countenance.  Of  the  female  mind,  he 
conceived  a  higher  opinion  than  many  men,  aa4 
though  he  was  never  fufptefted  of  a  blameable  inti- 
macy with  any  individual  of  them,  had  a  great  efteem 
for  the  fex.  The  defeat  in  his  powers  of  fight  ren- 
dered him  totally  infenfible  to  the  chaims  of  beauty ; 
but  he  knew  that  beauty  was  the  attribute  of  the  fex, 
and  treated  all  women  with  fuch  an  equabk  complar 
cency,  as  Mattered  every  one  into  a  belief,  that  fhe  had 
her  fhare  of  that  or  fome  more  valuable  endowment. 
In  his  difcourfes  with  them,  his  compliments  had  ever- 
a  neat  and  elegant  turn:  they  were  never  direiS,  but 
always  implied  the  merit  they  were  intended  to  at- 
teft. 

In  this  enjoyment  of  himfelf  and  his  friends,  his 
engagements  to  the  public  were  forgotten :  his  cri- 
tical talents  lay  dormant,  and  not  any,  nor  all  of  thofc 

who 
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who  wiihed  to  fee  his  Shakefpeare,  could  roufe  his  at* 
tention  to  the  profecudon  of  that  work ;  yet  was  he 
ready,  at  the  call  of  almoft  any  one,  to  aflift,  either  by 
correftion,  or  by  a  preface,  or  dedication,  in  the  pub- 
lication of  works  not  his  own.  Dr,  Madden,  fo  well- 
known  by  his  premiums  for  the  encouragement  of 
Proteftant  working-fchools  in  Ireland,  and  other  in- 
ftances  of  beneficence  in  favour  of  that  country,  in 
the  year  1745  published  a  panegyrical  poem  on 
archbifliop  Boulter}  fome  years  after,  being  mind- 
ed to  re-publilh  it,  he  fubmitted  it  to  Johnfon's 
corTcAion,  and  I  found  among  his  books  a  copy  of 
the  poem,  with  a  note,  in  a  fpare  leaf  thereof,  pur- 
porting, that  the  author  had  made  him  a  vifit,  and, 
for  a  very  few  remarks  and  alterations  of  it,  had 
'  prcfented  him  with  ten  guineas.  Such  cafual  emo- 
luments as  thefe  Johnfoa  frequently  derived  from 
his  profeflion  of  an  author.  For  the  dedication  to 
his  prefent  majefty,  of  Adams's  book  on  the  ule  of 
the  globes,  he  was,  as  himfelf  informed  me,  gratified 
with  a  prefent  of  a  very  curious  meteorological  in- 
ftrument,  of  a  new  and  ingenious  conftruftion. 

About  this  time,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  he,  for  fundry 
beneficed  clergymen  that  requefted  him,  compofed 
pulpit  difcouries  *,  and  for  ihefe,  he  made  no  fcruple 
of  confelTing,  he  was  paid ;  his  price,  I  am  informed, 
was  a  moderate  one,  a  guinea ;  and  fuch  was  his  no- 
tion 

•  The  praflice  of  preaching  fermons  compofed  by  others  is 
now  become  lb  common,  that  many  of  ihc  clergy  fcruple  not  to 
■vow  it,  and  think  themfelves  juftificd  by  the  antbority  of  Mr. 
Addtfon,  who  in  one  of  bi«  Speflators  has  very  incautioudy  given 
countenance  thereto,  and  put  into  the  mouths  not  only  of  fnch 
clergymen  u  are  miitm  idtuti,  but  of  fuch  ia,  contrary  to  their 
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tion  of  juftice,  that  having  been  paid>  he  confidcFed 
them  fo  abfolutcly  the  property  of  the  purchafer,  a» 
to  renounce  all  claim  to  them.  He  reckoned  that 
he  had  written  about  fony  fermons ;  but,  except  as. 
to  ibme,  knew  hot  in  w^t  hands  they  were—*  I 

*  have,'  faid  he,  *  been  paid  for  them,  and  have  no- 

*  right  to  enquire  about  them*.' 

I  have  now  brought  him  to  the  year  1760,  the 
fifcy-firit  of  his  age.  He  had  nothing  to  depend  oft 
for.  fubfiftence  but  the  lab6ur  of  his  brain ;  and  that 
•pprthenfion,  touching  the  duration  of  his  rational 
powers,  which  throughout  his  life  haunted  him,  in- 
cteafed  the  terrors  of  approaching  age.  The  ac- 
ceffion  of  out  prefent  gracioos  fovere^  to  the 
^irone,  and  the  bouncy  ezercifed  by  him  to- 
wards J{rfinlbn,  difpelled  this  gloomy  profpeft, 
wd   placed   him   in  fuch  a  ftate   of  affluence  as 

cngageinent  at  their  ordination,  inflead  of  being  Jiligtat  in,  are 
aegligent  ^,fit(hjiadm  as  hdf  it  iht  knB-wUJgtafibt/o'ifiiirft,  » 
perpetu&l  apology  tat  ignorance  and  idleneTi ;  for,  ta  long  a* 
they  choTe  to  fay  there  are  better  dilcourles  extant,  or  to  be 
{vocnred,  than  they  are  able  to  make,  the  cxcufe  will  hold  them  i 
and  accordingly  many  are  not  afhamed  to  claim  the  benefit  of  it, 
iriio  have  nothing  to  plead  bat  what  is  an  aggravation  of  their 
negleA ;  to  wMch  it  may  be  added,  that  at  it  t«  an  afliimption 
of  the  merit  of  another,  the  prafiice  it  unjuft,  and,  at  its  leadt  to 
»  belief  of  that  which  it  not  true,  in  a  high  degree  immoral. 

*  Myfelf  have  heard,  in  the  church  of  St.  Margaret  Weftmio- 
fler,  fnndry  fermoos,  which  1  and  many  others  judged,  by  the 
fentiments,  ftyle,  and  method,  to  be  of  his  compoiitioa  ;  one  in 
particular,  Johnfon  being  prefent.  The  next  vifit  I  made  him, 
I  told  him  thit  I  had  feen  him  at  St.  Margaret's  on  the  preced- 
ing Sunday,  and  that  it  was  he  who  then  prfeached.  He  heard 
me,  and  did  not  deny  either  aflertion,  which,  if  cither  had  not 
been  true,  he  certainly  woold  have  done.  In  his  diary  \  find  the 
following  note :  '  77,  Sept.  21,   Concio  pro  Tayloro.' 

'  his 
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his  utmoft  induftry  would  hardly  «er  have  enabled. 
him  to  arrive  at.  Ljard  Bute  was  the  minifter  at  the 
time  J  and  the  perfon  employed  to  notify  to  Johnfon 
his  majefly's  intention  to  reward  him  for  his  literary 
labours  with  a  penfion  of  300I.  a  year,  was  his  friend 
Mr.  Murphy.  Upon  receiving  the  news,  Johnfon 
was  in  doubt  what  anfwer  to  return,  being,  perhaps, 
difturbed  with  the  rcflcftion,  that  whatever  he  might 
defervc  from  the  public,  he  had  very  little  claim  to 
the  favour  of  any  of  the  defcendancs  of  the  houfc  t^ 
Hanover  j  and  defired  that  Mr.  Murphy  would  give 
him  till  next  day  to  deliberate  upon  a  meffage  £> 
unexpected.  At  the  end  thereof  he  ligniiied  his  will- 
-ingnefs  to  accept  it. 

It  was  by  Johnfon  and  his  friends  thought  fit,  that 
he  Ihould  return  thanks  for  this  diflinguilhing  mark 
of  the  royal  favour,  and  that  lord  Bute,  who  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  inftrumental  in  procuring  i^ 
was  the  proper  perfon  to  convey  them.  Accordingly, 
he  waited  on  his  lordDiip  for  the  purpofe,  and,  being 
admitted  to  him,  teftified  his  fenfe  of  the  obliguion; 
but  having  done  this,  he  thought  he  had  done  enough, 
and  never  after  could  be  prevailed  on  to  knock  at  his 
door. 

He  had  now  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  enrolled  in  the 
lift  of  penfioners,  and  was  become  obnoxious  to  the 
cenfures  of  thofe,  who,  looking  upon  a  perpetual 
enmity  to  government  and  its  minifters  as  a  proof  of 
public  virtue,  endeavoured  to  have  it  believed,  that 
all  favours  difpenfcd  by  the  crown,  even  when  meant 
as  the  rewartU  of  merit,  or  the  encouragement  of 
Icarniog,  of  ingenuity,  or  indulby,  were  but  the 
•  wages 
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wages  of  iniquity.  Johnfbn,  it  is  true,  had  laid 
himfelf  open  to  rcprosch,  by  his  interpretation  of  the 
^vord  Penfion  in  his  diftionary,  written,  it  is  evident, 
at  a  time  when  his  political  prejudices  were  ftrongeft, 
and  he  found  himfelf  in  a  predicament  fimilar  to  that 
of  Dr.  Sherlock,  who,  at  the  revolution,  was  a  non- 
'  juror  to  king  William,  but,  after  deliberating  on  his 
refufal  as  a  cafe  of  confcience,  took  the  fide  that  made 
for  his  intereft,  but  ^ainft  his  reput&ti(»i.  But  who, 
except  the  Great  Searcher  of  Hearts,  can  know,  that 
jn  the  cafe  of  Sherlock  or  Johnfon,  either"  made  » 
facrificc  of  his  confcience  ?  Or,  feeing  that  the  grant 
of  Johnfon's  penfion  was  confcfledly  unconditional, 
and  bound  him  neither  to  the  renunciation  of  any  of 
his  political  principles,  nor  the  cxercifc  of  his  pen  in 
the  defence  of  any  fct  of  men  or  feries  of  meafures, 
who  will  have  the  face  to  fay,  that  his  accepi:Mice  of 
it  was  criminal,  or  thatit  was  in  the  power  of  any  one 
to  pervert  the  integrity  of  a  man,  who,  in  the  time  of 
his  neceflity,  had,  from  fcruples  of  his  own  raifing, 
declined  the  ofiej-  of  a  vjjuable  ecclefialtical  prefcr- 
nient,  and  thereby  renounced  ^  independent  provifion 
for  the  whole  of  his  life  ? 

It  is  yet  difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  tojqftify  John- 
fon, both  in  tiie  interpretation  given  by  him  of  the 
word  Penfion,  and  in  his  becoming  a  penfioner :  in 
one  inftance  or  the  otfier  he  was  wrong,  and  either 
his  difcretion  or  integrity  muft  be  given  up :  in  the 
fomwr,  he  feems,  in  feme  of  his  aftions;,  to  have  been 
wanting,  in  the  latter  never:  not  only  charity,  but 
reafon,  therefore,  dire6ls  us  in  the  opinion  we  are  tg 
form  of  an  a£t  which  h^  drawji  ceiifure  on  his  con- 

du£^ 
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^uft,  and  proves  nothing  more  than  tint  he  wu  nof 
equally  wife  at  all  times*, 

The  ad<Uuon  of  throe  hundred  pounds  s  year,  to 
what  Johnfpn  was  able  to  e^n  by  the  ordinary  exer- 
cife  of  his  talents,  raifed  him  to  a  ftate  of  comparative 
affluence.  «nd  afforded  him  the  means  of  aOifting 
muiy  who&  real  or  pretended  w^nts  had  formerly 
otcited  his  compaflion.  He  now  praAifed  a  rule 
which  he  often  recommended  to  his  friends,  always 
to  go  abroad  with  a  quantity  qf  loofe  money  to  give 
to  b^gars,  imitating  therein,  though  I  un  confident 
without  intending,  it,  that  good  but  weak  man,  old 
Mr.  Whifton,  whom  I  have  fecn  diftributing,  in  the 
ftreets  of  London,  money  M  beggars  on  each  haixl 
pf  him,  till  his  pocket  was  nearly  cxiuiuflBd. 

He  had,  early  in  his  life,  been  a  dabbler  jn  phy£^ 
and  laboured  under  fqmc  fecret  bodily  infirmities 
that  gave  him  occ^ion  once  to  lay  to  me,  that  he 
knew  not  what  it  was  to  be  bitally  free  fron  pain; 
He  now  drew  into  a  clofcr  intimacy  with  him  a  man» 
with  whom  he  had  be&i  acquainted  from  the  year 
1746,  one  of  the  loweft  praftitioners  in  the  art  ef 

*  Some  of  Johnfon's  Inends,  and  ajl  his  enemicsi  would  hm 
been-glad  had  ie  imitated  the  condofl  of  Andrew  Marvetl,  who, 
in  the  reign  of  Cha,  II.  upon  the  offer  of  any  poft  ondcr  the  g&. 
Temment  that  would  pleafe  Um,  and  of  a  thoofimd  poouU  i> 
money,  jnade  lum  in  a  mel&ge  from  the  Icing  b^  the  earl  of  Danbj 
at  a  time  when  he  wanted  a  gmnea,  refufed  both.  But  JohaloQ 
had  no  reafon  to  praftice  fuch  felf-dcaial.  Mirveli,  to  be  gratefiil, 
muft  have  deferted  his  principles,  and  acqaiefeed  in  the  meaforea 
of  a  corrupt  court.  John&n,  on  the  contrary,  was  in  no  danger, 
duruig  TiKharHgnatiithe  prefcnt,  of  being  reqniiedtaiiia]K< 
ftoifice  of  his  conGacKe^  and,  being  thai  at  libeity,  b;  accept^ 
th«  bounty  of  hia  fovcrcign, 

iiealifl^ 
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healing  that  ever  fought  a  livelihood  by  it;  him  he 
confulted  in  all  that  related  to  his  health,  and  made  fo 
necefl^  to  him  as  hardly  to  be  able  to  live  without 
him. 

The  name  of  this  perlbn  was  Robert  Levett.  An 
account  of  him  is  given  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine 
for  February  1785  :  an  earlier  than  that,  I  have  now 
lying  before  me,  in  a  letter  from  a  pcrfon  in  the  country 
to  Johnfon,  written  t,n  anfwcr  to  one  in  which  he  had 
defired  to  be  informed  of  fome  particulars  refpefting 
his  friend  L.evett,  then  lately  deceafed.  The  fubftance 
.  of  this  information  is  as  follows : 
,  He  was  born  at  Kiric  Ella,  a  parifh  about  five  miles 
diftant  from  Hull,  and  lived  with  his  parents  till 
about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  had  acquired  Ibme 
knowledge  of  the  I-.atin  language,  and  had  a  propen- 
fity  to  learning,  which  his  parents  not  being  able  to 
gratify,  he  went  to  live  as  a  fhopman  with  a  woollen- 
draper  at  Hull :  with  him  he  ftayed  two  years,  during 
which  ume  he  learned  from  a  neighbour  <^his  mafter 
fomewhatof  theprailiceof  phyfic:  at  the  end  thereof 
he  came  to  London,  with  a  view  poffibly  to  improve 
himfelf  in  that  profeflion  ;  but  by  Ibme  ftrange  acci- 
dent was  led  to  purfue  another  courfe,  and  became 
fteward  or  fome  other  upper  fervant  to  the  then  lord 
Cardigan,  [or  Cadogan]  and  having  faved  fome  mo- 
ney, he  took  a  refolution  to  travel,  and  vifited  France 
and  Italy  for  the  purpole,  as  his  letters  mendon,  of 
gaining  experience  in  phyfic,  and,  returning  to  Lon- 
don with  a  valuable  library  which  he  had  coUefted 
abroad,  placed  one  of  his  brothers  apprentice  to  a 
mathematical-inftrument  maker,  and  provided  for  the 
education  of  another.    After  this  he  went  to  Paris, 

and 
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»hd,  for  improvement,  attended  the  hofpitals  in  that 
city.  At  the  end  of  five  years  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  taking  lodgings  in  the  houfe  of  an  attorney 
in  Northumberland  court,  near  Charing  crofs,  he  be- 
came a  prai5ticer  of  phyfic.  The  letter  adds,  that  he 
was  about  feventy-cight  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  account  of  Lcvett  in  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 
eine  is  anon)rmous ;  I  neverthclefs  infert  it  verbatim, 
together  with  a  letter  of  Johnfon's  to  Dr.  Lawrence 
notifying  his  death. 

*  Mr.  Levett,  though  an  Engliftunan  by  birth,  be- 

*  came  early  in  life  a  waiter  at  a  coffee-houfe  in  Paris. 

*  The  furgepns  who  frequented  it,  finding  him  of  an 

*  inquifitive  turn,  and  attentive  to  their  converfadoni 
'  made  a  purfc  for  him,  and  gave  him  fomc  inftmc- 

*  tions  in  their  art.    They  afterwards  fumiflied  him 

*  with  the  means  of  other  knowledge,  by  procuring  . 

*  him  free  admiflion  to  fuch  lefturcs  in  pharmacy 

*  and  anatomy  as  were  read  by  the  ableil:  profeflbn 
'  of  that  period.    Hence  his  introduction  to  a  bufi^ 

*  nefs,  which  afforded  him  a  continual,  though  flen- 

*  der  maintenance.    Where  the  middle  part  of  his  life 

*  was  Ipent,  is  uncertain.    He  refided,  however,  above 

*  twenty  years  under  the  roof  of  Johnfon,  who  never 

*  wiflied  him  to  be  regarded  as  an  inferior,  or  treated 
'  him  like  a  dependent  *.     He  breakfafted  with  the 

*  doftor  every  morning,  and  perhaps  was  feen  no  more 
'  by  him  till  mid-night.    Much  of  the  day  was  em- 

*  ployed  in  attendance  on   his  patients,   who    were 

*  Dr.  Jobaron  hai  frequently  oblerved,  that  Levett  war  indebted 
to  him  for  nothing  more  than  honle-room.  his  Jhare  in  a  penoy  loaf 
at  bieakiaA,  and  now  and  then  a  dinner  on  a  Sunday. 

*  chiefly 
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•  chiefly  of  die  lowcft  rank  of  tradefmen.    "f  he  re* 

*  mainder  of  his  hours  he  dedicated  to  Hunter's 
*.  leftures,  and  to  as  many  diflFerent  opportunities  of 

•  improvement  as  he  could  meet  with  on  the  fanfw 

•  gratuitous  conditions.  "  AU  his  medical  know- 
**  ledge,**  faid  Johnfon,  "and  it  is  not  inconfiderable*, 
"  was  obtained  through  the  ear.  Though  he  buys 
*•  books,  he  feldom  looks  into  them,  or  difcovcrs  any 
**  power  by  which  he  can  be  fuppofed  to  judge  of  an 
"  author's  merit." 

*  Before  he  became  a  conftant  inmate  of  the  doctor's 

•  houfe,  he  married,  ^rfien  he  was  near  fixty,  a  woman 
'  of  the  town,  who  had  perfuadcd  him  (notwithftand- 

*  ing  their  place  of  congrefs  was  a  finall-c(»l  Ihed  in 

•  Fetter  lane)  that  Ihe  was  nearly  related  to  a  man  of 

•  fortune,  but  was  injurioufly  kept  by  him  out  of 

*  large  pofleffions.    It  is  almoft  necdlcfs  to  add,,  that 

•  both  parties  were  difappointed  in  their  views.    If 

•  Levett  took  her  for  an  heirefs,  who  in  time  might 

*  be  rich,  Ihe  r^arded  him  as  a  phyfician  already  in 

*  confiderablc  praftice. — Compared  with  the  marvels 

*  of  this  traniaftion,  as   Johnfon  himfclf  declared 

*  when   relating  them,    the    talcs   in   the  Arabian 

*  Nights'  Entertainments  feem  familiar  occurrences. 
'  Never  was  infant  more  completely  duped  than  our 

*  hero.  He  had  not  been  married  four  months,  bc- 
'  fore  a  writ  was  taken  out  againft  him,  for  debts  in- 

•  currcd  by  his  wife. He  was  fecreted,  and  his 

•  friend  then  procured  him  a  proteftion  from  a  foreign 

*  mituflxr.    In  a  fliort  time  afterwards,  Ihe  ran  away 

•  He  bad  ^d  ttx  many  years  m  the  capacity  of  fiirgeon  and 
Bpothccary  to  Jobnfbn,  under  the  direOion'of  Dr.  Lanrencc. 

'  ftom 
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*  from  him,  and  was  tried,  providentially,  in  his  opi- 

*  nion,  for  picking  pockets  at  the  Old  Bailey.    Her 

*  hufband  was,  wfch  diiEculty,  prevented  from  attcnd- 
'  ing  the  court,  in  the  hope  the  would  be  hanged.  Sho 

*  pleaded  her  own  caufe,  and  was  acquitted;  af^ara- 

*  tion  between  this  ill-ftarrcd  couple  took  place ;  and 
'  Dr.  Johnfon  then  wok  Lerett  home,  where  he  con- 

*  tinuedtill  his  death,  which  happened  fuddenly,with- 

*  out  pain,  Jan.  17, 1782.    His  vanity  in  fuppofing» 
<  that  a  young  woman  «f  family  and  fortune  Ihould  b* 

*  enamoured  of  him.  Dr.  Johnfon  thought,  deferred 

*  fome  check. — As  no  relations  of  his  were  known  td 

*  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  advcrtifed  for  them.     In  the  courle 

*  of  a  few  weeks  an  heir  at  bw  speared,  and  afcer- 

*  tuned  hi&  tide  to  what  eflfe^  die  deceafed  had  left 
'  behind  him. 

*  Levett's  charafter  was  rendered  valuable  by  re- 
'  peated  proof  of  honefty,  tendcrnefs,  and  gratitude  to 
'  his  benefador,  as  well  as  by  an  unwearied  diligence 

*  in  his  profeOion. — His  fuigle  failing  was,  an  occali' 

*  onal  departure  from  fobriety.    Johnfon  would  ob- 

*  ferve,  he  Was,  perhaps,  the  only  man  who  ever  be- 

*  came  intoxicated  through   motives  of  prudence. 

*  He  reflected,  that  if  he  refiifed  the  gin  or  brandy 
'  offered  him  by  fame  of  his  patients,  he  could  have 

*  been  no  gainer  by  their  cure,  as  they  might  have 

*  had  nothing  elfc  to  beftow  on  him.    This  habit  of 

*  taking  a  fee,  in  whatever  (hape  it  was  exhibited, 

*  could  not  be  put  off  by  advice  or  admonition  of 

*  any  kind.    He  would  fwallow  what  he  did  not 

*  like,  nay,  what  he  knew  would  injure  him,  rather 

*  than  go  home  with,  an  idea,  that  his  Ikill    had 

*  been  exerted  without  rccompcnce,    "  Had  (faid 

**  Johnfon) 
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**  Johnfon)  all  his  patients  malicioufly  combiiMd 
**  to  reward  him  with  meat  and  ftrong  liquors  inftead 
«•  of  mMiey,  he  would  either  have  burft,  like  the 
"  dn^n  in  the  Apocrypha,  through  repletion,  or 
••  been  fcorched  up,  like  Portia,  by  {wallowing  fire." 
'  But  let  not  from  hence  an  imputation  of  rapacioufnefs 

•  be  fixed  upon  him.  Though  he  took  all  that -was 
'  offered  him,  he  demanded  nothing  from  the  poor, 

•  nor  was  known  in  any  inftance  to  have  enforced  the 

•  payment  of  even  what  was  juftly  his  due. 

*  His  perfon  was  middle-fized  and  thin ;  his  vifage 

•  fwarthy,  aduft  and  corrugated.    His  convcrfation, 

•  except  on  profeffional  fubjcdts,  barren.     When  in 

•  dcftiabille,   he  might  have  been  miftaken  for  an 

•  alchemift,  whofe  complexion  had  been  hurt  by  the 

•  fumes  of  the  crucible,  and  whofe  clothes  had  fufFer- 

•  ed  from  the  fparks  of  the  furnace. 

<  Such  was  Levett,  whofe   whimfical   frailty,   if 
*■  weighed   againlt  his  good  and   ufeful   qualities. 


"  A  floating  atom,  duft  that  tills  unheeded 
'*  Into  the  adverfe  fcale,  nor  fhakes  the  balance." 
Irene. 

To  this  chara£ber  I  here  ad(^as  a  fupplement  ta 
it,  a  diftum  of  Johnfon  refpefting  Levett,  viz.  that 
his  external  appearance  and  behaviour  were  fuch, 
that  he  difgufted  the  rich,  and  terrified  the  poor. 

But  notmthflanding  all  thefe  ofienOve  particulars, 
Johnfon,  whofe  credulity  in  fome  Inftances  was  as 
great  as  his  incredulity  in  others,  conceived  of  him 
as  of  a  ikilful  medical  profeflbr,  and  thought  himfelf 

happy 
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hiippy  in  having  fo  near  his  pcrfon  one  irho  was  to 
Kim*  not  Iblely  a  phyiTiciani  a  furgeon,  or  an  apothe- 
cary, but  all.'  In  extraordinary  cafes  he,  however, 
availed  himfelf  of  the  affiftance  of  his  valued  friend 
Dr.  Lawrence,  a  man  of  iriiom,  in  refpeft  of  hb  piety, 
learning,  and  fkill  in  his  profeffion,  it  iriay  almoft 
be  laid,  the  world  was  not  worthy,  ina£nuch  as  it 
fuffered  his  talents,  for  the  whole  of  his  life,  to  re-, 
main,  in  a  great  meafiire,  unemployed,  and  himfelf  to 
end  his  days  in  forraw  and  obfcurity. 

Of  this  perfon*  vnth  whom  I  was  for  many  years  ac- 
{{uainced,  but  who  is  now  no  more,  gratitude  for 
the  benefits  which  myfelf  and  one  moft  dear  to  ine 
have  derived  from  his  fktll  and  attention,  obliges  me 
to  fpeak  with  reverence  and  refpeA.  He  was  a  native 
of  Hampfhire,  and  having  ended  his  fhidies  at  Oxford> 
came  to  London  about  the  year  1737,  at  which  time 
Dr.  Frank  Nidiolls  had  attained  great  reputation  for 
fluU  in  anatomy.  To  complete  them,  he  became  a  pu- 
pil of  his,  in  that  branch  of  medical  fcicnce,  and  upon 
NichoUs'sdifcontinuingrareadleAunn  therein, which 
he  had  (m"  feveral  years  done  vnth  great  applaufe.  Dr. 
Lawrence  todc  them  up,  and  had  many  hearers,  till 
Hunttr,  a  furgeon,  arrived  fnHn  Scotland,  who,  fet- 
tling in  London,  became  his  rival  in  the  fame  praftice, 
and  having  the  advantage  of  Dr.  Lawrence,  in  his 
manner  of  enunciating,  together  with  the  aOtll^ce 
and  fupport  of  ail  lus  countrymen  in  this  kingdom, 
and  moreover,  being  a  man  whofe  fkill  in  his  ait  was 
equal  to  his  pretentions,  he  became  a  favourite  with 
the  leading  men  in  the  prance  of  phyfic,  and  in  3 
icw  winters  drew  to  him  fueh  a  refortofpu^,  as  in- 

VoL.  I.  P  d  duced 
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duced  Dr.  Lawrence  to  give  up  lefturing,  and  betake 

himfelf  to  the  general  exercife  of  his  profeflion. 

In  his  endeavours  to  attain  to  eminence^  it  wa^  his 
misfortune  to  fail :  he  was  above  thofc  arts  by  which 
popularity  is  acquired,  and  had  befides  fome  pcrfonal 
defe6b  and  Jiabits  which  ftood  in  his  way ;  a  vacuity  of 
countenance  very  unfavourable  to  an  opinion  of  his 
learning  or  fagacity,  and  certain  convulfive  motions 
of  the  head  and  features  that  gave  pain  to  the  behold- 
ers, and  drew  off  attention  to  all  that  he  feid  *. 

He  delighted  nnuch  in  naval  architefture,  and  was  • 
able  with  his  own  hands,  and  a  variety  of  tools  of  his 
own  contrivance,  to  form  a  model  of  a  Ihip  of  war  of 
any  rate;  firft  frajning  it  with  ribs  and  fuch  other 
timbers  as  arc  requifite  in  a  (hip  for  fervice,  and 
afterwards  covering  it  with  planks  of  the  thickncfs  of 
a  half-crown  piece,  and  the  brcaddi  of  about  an  inch, 
which  he  faftencd  to  the  ribs  with  wooden  pins  of  a 
proportionable  fize,  and  in  this  manner  of  working  he 
completed  many  fuch  models,  elegantly  wrought  and 
moft  beautiful  in  their  forms.  lie  was  alfo  a  lover  of 
mufic,  and  was  able  to  play  his  part  in  concert  on 
the  violoncello  "t  till  hindered  by  deafnefs,  a  dilbrder 

that 

•  It  will  hardly  be  believed,  how  in#h  fuch  particularities  as 
Chefe,  obftrufl  the  progrefs  of  one  who  is  to  aiike  his  way  in  a 
profeffion  :  a  AamiDcring,  or  a  bad  articulacion,  fpoil  an  orator, 
aiid  a  dirgufting  appearance  hurts  a  ph/rician.  Pembenor,  tjie 
.  Grefham  profcdbr,  a  great  man  in  his  time,  was  configned  to  indi- 
gcnce*  by  a  habit  of  diOorting  the  mufcles  of  his  face,  which  was 
become  iirefiftible. 

f  He  hadayonngerbrotber  named  Charles,  afoltcitorof  great 
prance,  who  alTo  played  OD  che  violoncello,  and,  hanng  been  a 

pupil 
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that  came  upon  him  about  the  middk  of  his  life, 
and  at  length  drove  him  to  feek  a  retreat  from  the 
world  and  all  its  cares  at  Canterbury,  where,  afcout 
the  year  i783>  he  died.  To  confole  him  under  fome 
family  difappointments,  Johnfon  addreffcd  to  him  1 
fine  Ladn  ode,  whidh  is  infertcd  in  his  works. 

He  wrote  the  life  of  his  friend  Dr.  Nlchoils,  in  very 
elegant  Latuij  but  it  was  never  publilhed :  his  fole 
defign  in  printing  it  being  to  gratify  thofeof  his  own 
profeffion.  In  the  fame  language,  he  wrote  the  life  of 
Dr.  William  Harvey,  prefixed  to  an  edition  of  his 
works,  publilhed  by  the  college  of  phyficiafls  in 
1766,  in  one  volume  4to. 

The  flncere  and  lafting  friendftip,  that  fubliftcd 
between  Johnfon  and  Lerett,  may  ferve  to  Jhew,  that 
although  a  fimilarity  of  difpomtoils  and  qualities  has 
a  tendency  to  beget  afftftion,  or  fomerhing  very  nearly 
fefembling  it,  it  may  be  contrafted  and  fubfift  whcri 
this  inducement  is  wanting  j  for  hardly  were  ever  twd 
men  lefs  like  each  other,  in  this  rcfpeft,  than  were  they* 
Levett  had  not  an  underftanding  capable  of  compre- 
hending the  talents  of  Johnfon :  the  rtiind  of  John- 
fon was  therefore,  as  to  him,  a  blank  j  and  Johtlfon^ 
had  the  eye  of  his  mind  been  more  penetrating  than  it 

pupil  on  that  inffnunent,  oT  Caporale,  ms  th«  beft  ptrfotmer  on  h 
of  any  gentleman  in  England.  About  the  year  17401 1  wm  ufed 
to  meet  both  the  brothers  at  a  tavern  in  Gracechurch  fireet* 
where  was  a  p/ivate  concert,  to  which  none  but  fucEi  at  could 
join  in  it  were  admitted-  Many  of  thoTo  who  frequented  h  were 
great  mafiers,  namely,  Mr.  Stanley,  who  played  the  firft  noliOf 
the  above  Sig.  Caporale,  Vincent,  the  haatboy  player,  and  Ball- 
conrt,  who  peribnned  on  the  German  flncc :  the  reft  were  organifti 
and  gentterom  pcr&nnerr. 

Dd  2  was. 
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was,  could  not  dilcem,  wliat  did  not  exift,  wiy  paf>  - 
ticulars  in  Levctt's  character  that  at  all  rdcmbled  hU 
own.  He  had  no  learning,  and  confequendy  was  an 
unfit  companion  for  a  learned  man;  and  though  it 
may  be  laid,  that  having  lived  feme  years  sdiroad,  he 
mtift  have  feen  and  reourked  many  things  that  would 
have  afforded  entertainment  in  the  rehtioO]  thii 
adraotage  was  oounterbalaoced  by  an  utter  inability 
for  continued  coiiverfation>  taciturnity  being  one  of 
the  moft  devious  features  in  his  chander :  the  con- 
fideradoft  ci  all  which  pardculan  almoft  impds  at« 
%p  tiYt  diat  Lievett  admired  Johnfiin  because  odter* 
admired  lum,  and  that  Johnibn  in  pity  loved  L.evcc^ 
becaufe  few  others  could  find  any  thing  in  him  to 
love. 

And  here  I  cannot  forbear  remarking,  thu,  almoft 
throughout  his  life,  pover^  and  diftreflcd  ckcumftan- 
ces  teemed  Co  be  the  ftrongeftof  all  recommendations 
to  his  favour.  When  afked  by  <Hie  <^  his  moft  iw- 
mate  friends,  how  be  could  bear  to  be  furrounded  by 
fuch  neceffitous  and  undeferving  people  as  he  had 
about  him,  his  anfwer  was,  '  If  I  did  not  aSift  them 
'  *  no  one  elfe  would,  and  they  mufi  be  hA  for  want.' 
Among  many  others,  whom  he  thus  patronized,  was  a 
worthlefs  fellow,  a  dancing-mafter  by  profelTion,  and 
an  afliftant  in  teaching  to  the  funous  Noverre  the 
favourite  of  Mr.  GarricK.  This  n:ian,  notwithftanding 
the  nature  of  his  employment,  which  was  a  genteel 
one,  and  led  to  no  fuch  connedions,  delighted  in  the 
company  andcwivofadon  of  marihal's-courtattomies. 
Mid  of  bailiffs  and  their  followers,  and  odiers  of  a  lower 
dafsj  fliarpers  and  fwindlers,  who,  when  they  had  made 

him 
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turn  drunk,  would  get  him  to  lign  dqccs  and  eogage- 
mentt  of  varioas  kinds,  which,  he  not  bong  able  to 
difcharge,  they  had  him  arrcfted  upon,  uid  thii  wa> 
fo  frequendy  the  cafe,  thai  much  of  his  time  wat 
pafled  in  confinement.  His  mfe,  through  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams, got  at  Johnfon,  and  |oId  him  her  tale,  which 
was,  that  her  hufband  was,  at  that  inftant,  detained  for 
ji  finall  debt  in  a  fpunging-houfe,  and  he  conceiTing 
ic  to  be  a  piteous  one,  and  an  additional  proof  that 
in  hunan  life  the  evil  accidents  oumumber  the  good, 
fent  her  to  me  for  advice.  I  heard  her  ftory,  and 
learned  from  ie,  that  all  the  merit  of  the  fellow  lay  in 
his  heeb,  that  he  had  neither  principle  nor  dtfcretion, 
and,  in  fbort,  was  a  cully,  the  dupe  of  every  one  that 
would  make  him  drunk.  I  therefore  diiinifl*ed  her 
with  a  mellage  to  Johnfon  to  this  effcft :  that  her 
hufband  made  it  impoffible  for  his  liiendi  to  help  him, 
and  muft  fubmit  to  his  deftiny.  "When  I  next  &v 
Johnfon,  I  told  him  that  there  feemed  K>  be  as  eza£t  a 
ficneia  between  the  charafterof  this  man  and  his  aflb- 
ciatss,  as  is  between  the  web  of  a  fpider  and  the  wing^ 
of  a  fly,  and  I  could  not  but  think  he  was  bom  to  be 
cheated.  Johnfon  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  my  opinion  t 
but  I  believe,  before  that,  had  fet  him  ac  liberty  by 
p^ing  the  debt. 

Another  af  Johnfon's  diftrefled  friends  was,  Mr. 
Edmund  Southwell,  a  younger  brother  of  Thomas 
lord  Southwell,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  This 
gendemas,  having  no  patrimony,  was,  ia  his  younger 
days,  a  comet  of  hotft  1  but  havbg  in  a  duel,  into 
which  he  was  forced,  flain  his  antagonift,  he  quitted 
the  fervice,  and  tmfled  to  Providence  for  9  fupport. 
D  d  3  He 
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He  was  a  man  of  wonderful  -  parts,  of  lively  and  oi- 
tertaining  converfation,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
world ;  he  was  alfo  a  brother  tn  affli6;ion  with  John- 
fon,  that  is  to  fay,  he  laboured  under  a  dejHeiTion  q^ 
mind,  ociafioncd  by  the  niifadTenture  above-men- 
tioned, that  often  approached  to  infanity.  Bnng 
without  employment,  his  prance  was  to  wander 
^bout  the  ftreets  of  London,  and  call  in  at  fuch 
coffce-houfes,  for  inflance,  the  Smyrna  and  Cocoa- 
tree  in  Pali-Mall,  and  Child's  and  Batfon't  in  tUc 
city,  as  were  frequented  by  men  of  intelligence,  or 
where  any  thing  like  converfation  was  going  forward  t 
in  thefe  he  found  means  to  make  friends,  from  whom 
he  derived  a  precarious  fupport.  In  the  city  he  wai 
ib  well  known,  and  ftf  much  beloved  and  pitied, 
that  many,  by  private  donations,  relieved  his  wants. 
Jn  particular.  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  an  alderman 
diereof,  and  a  man  of  opulence,  made  him  frequent 
prefcnts  a£  money  to  fupply  his  ncceflitics,  and 
Mr.  Bates,  the  matter  of  the  Queen's-amis  tavern  in 
Sl  Paul's  church-yard,  fufFcred  him,  as  often  as  he 
pleafed,  to  add  to  an  ideal  aceount  fubfifting  between 
them,  the  exjwnce  of  a  dinner.  A  gendeman  of  great 
worth  in  the  city,  who  knew  and  pitied  his  difl:re0es, 
procured,  unknown  to  him,  from  a  lady  famous  for 
her  beneficence,  a  pcnfion  of  a  hundred  pounds  a 
year^  which  he  lived  but  few  years  to  receive. 

Johnfon  w^  a  great  lover  of  penitents,  and  of  all 
fuch  men  as,  in  their  converfation,  made  profeffions 
of  piety  i  of  this  man  he  would  fay,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  moft  pious  of  all  his  acqu^tance,  but  in  this. 
Its  he  frcquendy  was  in  the  judgment  he  formed  of 

others, 
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others>  he  was  miftaken.  It  is  poflible  that  South- 
well  might,  in  his  converfatlon,  exprefs  fuch  fenti- 
ments  of  religion  and  moral  obligation,  as  ferved 
to  Ihew  that  he  was  not  an  inBdel,  but  he  fcldcnn 
went  fober  to  bed,  and  as  feldom  rofe  from  it  be- 
fore noon. 

He  was  alfo  an  admirer  of  fuch  as  he  diought 
well-bred  men.  What  was  his  notion  of  good  breed- 
ing I  could  never  learn.  If  it  was  not  courtefy  and 
affability,  it  could  to  him  be  nothing  j  for  he  was  an 
incompetent  judge  of  graceful  attitudes  and  motions, 
and  of  the  ritual  of  behaviour.  Of  lord  Southwell, 
the  brother  of  the  above  perfon,  and  of  Tom  Hervey, 
a  profligate,  worthlefs  man,  the  author  of  the  letter 
to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,'  and  who  had  nothing  in 
his  external  appearance  that  could  in  the  leafl:  re' 
commend  him,  he  was  ufed  to  fay,  they  were  each 
of  them  a  model  for  the  firfl  man  of  quality  in 
the  kingdom.  In  this  method  of  efl:imating  beha- 
viour, he  feemed  to  think  that  good-breeding  is 
a  faculty,  which,  like  fencing,  dancing,  and  other 
bodily  excrcifes,  muft  be  learned  before  they  can  be 
praftifed ;  whereas,  it  is  obvious,  that  this  quality  is 
nothing  more  than  artificial  benevolence,  and  that 
that  politenefs,  which  it  is  the  employment  of  the  in- 
ftruftors  of  youth  to  teach,  is  but  a  fubftitute  for 
thofc  difpofitions  of  mind,  which,  whoever  poflefles, 
and  takes  care  to  cultivate,  will  have  very  liide  need 
of  foreign  afliflance  in  the  forming  of  his  man- 
ners. 

He  once    mentioned   to    me   3   faying    of  Dr.  ■ 
J^icholls,  and   highly  commended  it,   viz,   that  it 
Dd  4  was 
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was  a  point  of  vifdom  to  form  intijmcie9>  and  ta 
choc^e  for  our  friends  only  perfons  of  known  worth 
^d  integrity,  and  that  to  do  fo  had  been  the  rule  of 
his  life.  It  is>  therefore,  difficult  to  account  for  the 
condud  of  Johnfon  in  the  choice  of  many  of  his 
aflbciaKs,  and  particularly  of  ihofe  who,  Yrhen  his 
circunr^ances  became  eafy,  he  fuffercd  to  inmide 
on  him.  Of  thefe  he  had  feme  at  bed  and  board, 
who  had  elbowed  through  the  world,  and  fubGfted 
by  tying,  begging,  and  Shifting,  all  which  he  knew, 
but  feemed  to  think  never  the  worfe  of  them.  In 
his  cndeaTOurs  to  promote  die  intercfts  of  pet^le  of 
this  ciafs,  he,  in  fome  inftances,  went  fuch  lengths  as 
were  hardly  confiftent  with  that  integrity,  which  he 
manifefted  on  all  other  occafions  j  for  he  would  frt- 
qucntly,  by  letters,  recommend  thofe  to  credit,  who 
could  obtain  it  by  no  other  means,  and  thereby  enabled 
them  to  contract  debts,  which  he  had  good  reafon  to 
fufpeft,  they  neither  could  niM*  ever  would  pay. 

Thefe  connections  cxpofed  him  to  trouble  and  la- 
ceffant  felicitation,  which  he  bore  well  enough,  but 
his  inmates  were  enemies  to  his  peace,  and  occafioned 
him  great  difqujet :  the  jealoufy  that  fubfifted  among 
them  rendered  hi3  dwelling  Irkfome  to  him,  and  he 
feldom  approached  it,  after  an  evening's  converfacion 
nbroad,  but  with  the  dread  of  finding  it  a  fceae  (^ 
difcord,  and  of  having  his  ears  filled  with  the  com- 
plaint? of  Mrs.  Willivns  of  Frank's  negleft  of  his 
duty  and  inattention  to  the  interefts  of  his  mafter, 
and  of  Frank  agatnft  Mrs.  Williams,  -for  the  autho- 
rity fhe  aflumed  over  him,  and  exercifed  with  ap  un- 
warr^fttalilc  f?yerity.    Eyca  tfwfe  intryd?rs  wlw  had 

taHci* 
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taken  Ihelter  under  his  roof,  and  who,  ia  tu*  ^fcnec 
^DRi  hWK,  brought  thither  their  children,  found 
caufe  to  munnur  j  their  provifion  of  food  i««s  fcantj, 
or  their  dinners  ill  dre0cd  j  all  which  he  chofe  to  en* 
dure  rather  than  put.  an  end  to  their  damours,  ^  rid* 
ding  hia  houjieof  fuch  tbanklefi  and  troubkftnwgeafa. 
Nay,  fo  infenfible  was  he  of  the  ii^ratitude  of  th^ 
whom  he  fuffered  thus  to  hang  on  him,  tod  amug 
whom  he  may  be  iaid  to  have  divided  an  income 
which  was  litdc  more  than  fufficieat  for  his  owe  fup* 
port,  that  he  would  fubntit  to  reproach  and  pcfjnnl 
ft&ont  from  fome  of  them,  even  Levett  would  Axm* 
times  lafult  him,  and  Mrs.  Williams,  in  herpvoiyfim 
of  rage,  has  been  known  to  drive  lum  from  her  fve- 
fence. 

Who,  that  reflets  on  Johnfon'a  pufiUtnimity  ia 
thcle  inftances,  can  reconcile  it  to  that  {ftrK  which 
prompted  him,  or  with  thole  endowmenti  which  etu* 
bled  him  to  maintain  a  fuperiority  over  all  wuh  w&m 
he  converfed  ?  or  to  that  feemingferocity  of  temper  riiat 
gave  occaTion  to  fome  to  confider  him  as  an  animi  not 
to  be  approached  without  ttrror  i  or  account  for  the 
inconfiftency  above-noted,  othcrwife  dian  by  refblviog 
)t  into  thofe  principles  that  dieted  patience,  under 
all  the  provocations  of  a  female  tongue,  to  Socrttn  t 
In  trudi,  there  was  more  afperity  in  his  manner  af 
ezpreliion  than  ia  his  oatural  difpoQtion  t  for  I  h««« 
heard  that,  in  many  inftances,  and  iofomowithteaiain 
his  eyes,  he  has  apologized  to  thofe  vhocn  ho  had  of- 
fended by  contradiction  or  roughne&of  behaviour. 

To  this  inconfiftency  of  cbira^r  it  muft  be  an- 
ppted,  that  he  (ailed  to  aitraft  reverence  and  lefpeft 

from 
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from  rfiofe  who  lived  in  greateft  intimacy  with  him. 
Their  was  wanring  in  his  condud  and  behaviour  that 
d^ity,  ndiich  refults  from  a  regular  and  orderly  courft 
of  aitiMi,  and,  by  an  irrefiftible  power,  commands  ' 
cfteem.  He  could  not  be  faid  to  be  a  ftayed  man, 
nor  fo  to  hare  adjufted  in  his  mind  the  balance  of 
realbn  and  paflion,  as  to  give  occafion  to  fay  what 
may  be  <^ferved  of  fome  men,  that  alt  they  do  is 
juft,  fit,  and  right :  and  although  he  was  ftrift,  ajid 
even  punftilious,  in  the  praftice  of  the  great  duties 
(^  morality,  he  trufted  but  Ittde  to  his  domefttc 
conduct,  to  his  method  of  employing  his  time,  and 
governing  his  family,  for  the  good  opinion  he 
wifhed  the  world  to  entertain  of  him,  but,  in  thele 
particulars^  gave  way  to  the  love  of  cafe,  and  ta 
fclf-indulgencc,  little  regarding,  in  his  own  pratftice, 
thofc  counfcls  of  prudtrnce,  thofe  oeconomical  max- 
ims, and  thofe  refleftions  on  the  ihortnefs  of  human 
life,  with  which  his  writings  abound.  To  a  lady,  who 
fignified  a  great  defire  to  increafe  her  acquaintance 
with  authors,  conceiving  that  more  might  be  learned 
irom  their  converfation  and  manner  of  living,  than 
fiwn  their  works — '  Madam,'  faid  he,  *  the  beft  part 
*  of  an  author  will  always  be  found  in  his  writings.' — 
And  to  a  pcrfon,  who  once  f^d  he  pdd  little  regard 
tx)  thofe  writers  on  religion  or  morality,  whofe  praftice 
.eorrcfponded  not  with  their  precepts,  he  imputed  a 
want  of  knowledge  of  mankind,  faying,  it  was  grofs 
ignorance  in  him  not  to  know,  that  good  principles  and 
an  irregular  life  were  confiftent  with  each  other. 

This  was  a  fecret  which,  without  much  mifchiefi 
might  have  been  revealed  in  converfation,  "but  Jolin- 

fon 
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loD  has  thought  fit  to  {end  it  abroad  in  the  founeeodi 

number  of  the  Rambler,  with  this  apolt^ : 

<  We  are  not  to  wonder  that  nxift  fail,  amidft  ta~ 
'  mult,  and  fhares,  and  dangers,  in  the  obfcrvance  d[ 

*  thofc  precepts  which  they  lay  down  in  folitud*^ 
*_  fafety,  and  tranquillity,  with  a  mind  unbiafled,  and 
'  with  libc^y  unobftru&ed.    It  is  the  cxMiditbn  of 

*  our  prefcnt  ftate  to  fee  more  than  we  can  attain  3 
'  the  exa£teft  vigilance  and  caution  can  never  mun- 
'  tain  a  iingle  day  of  innocence,  much  leis  can  the 
'  utmoft  efforts  of  incorporated  mind  reach  the  fum- 
'  mits  of  ipcculative  virtue.* 

He  fardter  fays,  *  It  is  recorded  of  Sir  Madieir 

*  Hate  that  he,  for  a  long  time,  concealed  the  con- 

*  fccration  of  himfclf  to  the  ftrifter  duties  of  religion, 
'  )cft,  by  (bme  flagitious  and  Auunefiil  aAion,   he 

*  fhould  bring  piety  into  difgrace  */  and  upon  this 
Ms  conduft  he  fuggefts,  that  *  it  may  be  prudent  for 

*  a  writer,  who  apprehends  that  he  Ihall  not  enforce 
'  his  own  maxims  by  his  domeflic  chara^ler^  to  coa- 
<  ceal  his  name  that  he  may  not  injure  them.' 

In 

"  This  kind  of  dmidity  farely  liandi  in  need  of  fbme  excofe  ; 
for  what  woald  become  of  the  world  were  ill  religioui  men  fub- 
jeAed  by  the  fsme  feu  ?  or  how  would  that  precept  be  obeyed, 
which  requires  lu  to  lee  our  light  (b  Ihine,  m  thit  men  may  fee 
our  good  work*  f  Men  in  confpicuoDs  Italians  of  Itfci  and  in  pu' 
ticnlar,  magilfa-ates,  are  under  the  ftrongeft  obligationi  to  firovr 
and  fupport  the  caufe  of  religion,  fo  it  be  done  without  ollentation. 
And  in  private  life  our  duty  requires,  that  the  fear  of  beine 
dioDght  weak  Of  fuperftitious  Ihonld  never  deter  us  from  maldDe 
an  open  profe£k>n  of  onr  faith.  He  that  in  his  ftody  tlfe&$  t> 
be  fbuod  with  a  bible  belbre  him,  may  bejoftly  fnJpeAed  of  hy- 
Bocrify  t  bvt  he  |hai,  upon  the  afpnnch  of  a  friend,  conveys  it 

sway. 
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In  this  paflagc,  Johnlbn  feetm  to  prepire  his  rea- 
ders for  that  contnuicty  which  is  often  obferved  be- 
tween die  lives  of  auth<Hv  and  their  wridng^i  or, 
which  k  much  the  lame,  between  preceptive  and 
praftical  wtlHom  and  virtue,  as  if  they  were  fcarcety 
confiftmCinth  each  otherj  whereas,  had  his  acquain- 
tiBce  lain,  at  this  time,  as  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
ii  did,  with  perfons  of  rank  and  condition,  he  might 
have  foimed  cBfferent  notions  on  the  fubje£t,  and  been 
cMivinced,  diat  all  ages,  and  even  the  prefent,  have 
sffmded  examples  of  men,  in  whtHti  learning  zaA  parts, 
and  even  wit,  were  but  auxiliaries  to  qualities  more 
dbmable-jk 

■  The 

amy.  ii  geSky  of  aunae&,  asd,  of  the  tmo.  At  grttttt  cri. 

t  IBIhop Taylor uid  Uffd  CUreadon  were  bothmea  otletimng 
and  pirtt,  teachen  of  wifdom,  and  ezemplary  in  their  livet:  the 
fone  may  be  (aid  of  lord-  chancenor  Hardwkke  and  bilhop  Hoad- 
ly.:  the  tm  latter,  orer  and  above  their  odier  great  cndowmenti, 
woe  clafical  Uiolant  aad>  iriiat  ii  more,  they  wrote  rerfea  i  yet 
were  they  enineot  for  their  Ikill  in  all  the  oonccnu  of  human  hh. 
Of  the&gacityoftbeIaft,I  am  able  to  relate  a  fa£l  whidi  the  U- 
ftop himfelf trid me.  A  manoftheauieofFonnuer,  sclergymw 
and  a  piofcly  te  from  the  Romifli  chuich,  had,  upon  a  franked  cover 
with  the  tulhop's  name  to  h,  fecgcd  a  piomilory  note  in-  8800I. 
The  lulhop  brought  a  Inll  in  ckaneoy  ftr  a  dileovety  of  the  co** 
fideratioB  of  the  pretended  note,  ^aon  which,  the  defeadant,  with 
a  yiew  to  entrap  hiin,  ftat  it  by  hii  wife  to  the  titkop,  with  a  pcr< 
wfion  for  him,  if  he  pleafed,  to  ban  it.  The  p^tr  wai  of  a 
fingular  fiirm,  and  had  on  it  the  marki  cf  fi»enl  ieUi,  the  ^< 
fonaxe  ol  ».  laiaim  afthcwotd^,  and  wu,  iqwA  the  face  of 
it,  in  many  othei  lefpoa*,  extremely  fe^wsqi ;  bK  die  bUwp. 
feeing  the  fiiare  that  wai  hid  for  bin,  aad  with  a  view  tl«  theft 
«ndM«t  of  fto^cry  jhaali  for  ever  uwia  with  the  nine,  irft 
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The  above  h€ti  and  obfuradons  are  meaot  to  fltew 
(oms  of  the  moft  confpicuous  features  and  foibles  in 
Johnfon's  chara£ter«  and  go  to  proTe^  not  only  that 
his  ferocity  vras  not  fo  terrific,  as  that  any  one  endued 
with  iennper>  aoddifpofed  to  moderation  and  forbear* 
atK^e,  mi^  not  oiUy  inthftand,  but  ovorome  k,  but 
chat  he  had  a  natural  imbecillity  about  him,  ariGng 
6rom  humanity  and  pity  to  the  fufferings  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  diat  was  prejudicial  to  his  Interdb  j  and  aljb, 
that  he  neither  Ibught  nor  expeded  praifc  for  thoie  aft* 
of  beneficence  which  he  was  daily  pcrfbrnung»  aor 
looked  for  any  retribution  from  thofe  who  were  nouriih- 
ed  by  his  bounty.  Indeed,  they  were  fuch  oeatures  as 
were  incapable  of  being  awed  by  a  fenlib  of  his  worth, 
or  of  difcerning  the  motives  that  aftuated  him  j  tiacf 
were  people  of  the  loweft  and  vulgareft  minds*,  whom 
idlendfi  had  made  poor,  and  lUcrality  impudent,  and 
what  is  to  be  cxpefted  from  fuch,  a  known  to  all  that 
are,  in  the  flighted  degree,  acquainted  with  the  world  i 
and  laftly,  they  Ibew  his  method  of  accounting  for 
that  manifeft  and  ftriking  contrariety  which,  as  he 
fays,  has  been  often  c^ferved,  between  the  life  of  an 
author  and  his  writings. 

B»da  a  maBoranduni  of  dieTe  (fevcral  partLnilan,  and  then,  witit 
gitu  temper,  rctnmed  it  to  tlw  won^.  Had  he  de&tcyei  tbe 
nots  M  he  wa*  vKlurifed,  and  m  almoft  any  man  elfe,  kncxvug  ft 
to  be  a  forgery,  would  have  done,  the  evidentia  in  had  been 
loft,  and  the  defendant  had  been  in  a  better  condition  than  he 
tnr  conld  be  while  the  note  ejdfted.  At  the  hearing  of  the  cauTe, 
tka  BOtOt  spoD  tbo  fiKe  of  it,  vku  condemned,  and  the  blfiup 
Atarcd  icidnft  deaand  of  payneni. 

*  Of  fuch,  lord  Bacox  obiervea,  that  '  the  loweli  rirtasi  dm» 

*  pMife  irom  thenii  the  middle  work  in  them  aftmifluaent  aad 

*  kdmlratian  ;    liiit  of  the  higher  vuluct  they  have  do  fenfe  or 

*  perccivisg.*    Ellay  on  Praile. 

The 
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Thchiftory  of  learning  fumiflics  us  with  many  ex-  ■ 
amptes  t^mcn  who  have  deviated  from  the  ftudy  of 
polite  literature  to  that  of  the  hermetic  fcience,  or,  in 
plainer  Engliflj,  to  that  fublimer  chemiftry  which  leads 
to  the  cranfmutation  of  metals ;  and  thofe,  who  may 
have  heard  that  Johnlbn  exercifed  himfelf  in  chemical 
proce/Tes,  may  perhaps  think,  that  his  view  therein 
was  fuddcnly  tx>  become  the  poflefTor  of  immcnfe 
riches,  but  I  am  able  to  obviate  this  fufpicion,  and 
affure  them,  that  his  motive  thereto  was  only  curio- 
fity,  and  his  end  mere  amufement.  At  the  time  he 
frequented  the  dub  in  Ivy  lane.  Dyer  was  going 
through  a  courfe  of  chemiftry  under  Dr.  Pemberton, 
of  Grefham  college,  and  would  fometimes  'give  us 
fiich  defcriptions  of  proceflcs  as  were  very  entertain- 
ing, particularly  to  Johnlon,  who  would  fiften  to 
them  attentively.  We  may  fuppofe,  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  reading,  he  had  acquired  fome  know- 
ledge of  the  theory  of  the  art,  and  that  he  wiftied  for 
an  opportunity  of  reducing  that  knowledge  into 
practice :  he  thought  that  time  now  come,  and  though 
he  had  no  fitter  an  apartment  for  a  laboratory  than 
the  garret  over  his  chambers  in  the  Inner  Tempfe, 
te  furnifljcd  that  with  an  alembic,  with  retorts,  re- 
ceivers, and  other  veffels  adapted  to  the  cheapeft  and 
Icaft  operofe  procefTes.  What  his  aims  Were,  at  firft, 
I  know  not,  having  forgotten  the  account  he  once 
gave  me  of  ihe  earlieft  of  his  chemical  operations  ; 
but  I  have  fince  learned,  that  they  dwindled  down 
to  mere  diftillation,  and  that  from  fubftances  of  the 
fimplefl  and  coarfeft  fort,  namely,  pcppennrnt,  and 
the  dregs  of  ftrong  beer,  from  the  latter  whereof  he 

was 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


Dr.  S  A  M  U  E  L  J  O  H  N  S  O  N.  415 
was  able  to  eitraft  a  ftroag  but  voy  nau(eous  ipirit, 
itrhich  alt  might  fmell,  but  few  chofe  to  tiSbc* 
.  Johnfon  had  now  confider^Iy  onended  the  circle 
of  his  acquaintance,  and  added  to  the  number  of  hig 
friends  fundry  pcribns  of  dilHnguiflied  eminence : 
among  them  were.  Sir  Jolliua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke,  Mr.  Bcauclerk,  and  Mr.  Langton.  With 
thcfe  he  paffed  much  of  his  time,  and  was  deiirous  of 
being  ftiU  clofer  conncfted.  How  much  he  delighted 
In  convivial  meetings,  how  he  loved  converfadon,  and 
how  fenlibly  he  felt  the  attractions  of  a  tavern,  has 
already  been  mentioned  j  and  it  was  but  a  natural 
confequence  of  thefe  difpofitions,  that  he  fhould  wilh 
for  frequent  opportunities  of  indulging  them  in  a  way 
that  would  free  him  from  domeftic  rcftraints,  from 
the  obfervance  of  hours,  and  a  conformity  to  the  re- 
gimen of  families.  A  tavern  was  the  place  for  thefc 
enjoyments,  and  a  weekly  club  was  inftituted  for  his 
gratification  and  the  mutual  entertainment  and  delight 
of  its  feveral  members.  The  firft  movers  in  this  aflb- 
ciation  were  Johnfon  and  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds :  the 
number  of  perfons  included  in  it  was  nine :  the  place 
of  meeting  was  the  Turk's  head  in  Gerraid  ftreet ;  the 
day  Monday  in  every  week,  and  the  hour  of  aflembling 
fcven  in  the  evening.  To  this  aflbciation  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  invited.  The  members  were, 
Johnfon,  Mr.  Topham  Beauclerk, 

Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,    Mr.  Bcnnet  Langton, 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,    Mr.  Anthony  Chamier,  and 
Chrift.  Nugent,  M.D.   Myfelf. 
01iverGoldfmith,M.  B. 

Asfome  of  the  perfons  above-mentioned  are  hap- 
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^y  yet  living  «nd  arc  too  citiintiidy  known  03  te- 
cnve  honour  from  any  thing  I  am  able  ta  fay  of 
tbem>  I  fhall  contene  myfelf  with  giving  the  chara^ten 
of  fudiof  them  as  act  now  womart. 

Dr.  Nt^ent  was  a  phyficion,  of  die  Rotnilh  com- 
munion, and  tiflng  va/at  praAice  ifith  perfons  of 
dbat  perfinGon.  Me  was  m  ingenious,  fcnfible, 
and  kained  man,  of  e»£y  converftttion,  and  elegant 
mnncn.  Jobnibn  had  a  high  opinion  of  him,  and 
lAways  ipolce  of  htm  in  temis  of  great  refped. 

Goldfinith  is  well  known  by  his  writings  to  hare 
been  a  man  of  genius  and  of  very  Bne  parts;  but  of 
^s  charaAer  and  gcAtfal  deportment,  ic  b  thebardeft 
taflc  any  one  can  undertake  to  give  a  dcfcription. 
I  wiU>  however,  attempt  it,  trufting  to  be  excufed 
if,  in  the  Ipirk  of  a  faithful  hiftorian,  I  reconl  as  well 
lUB  fiagidariues  as  his  lAeriu. 

There  arc  certua  memoirs  of  him  extant,  &om 
D^ich  «c  leam,  dlat  his  inclination,  coToperating 
with  bit  fbmmes  which  were  but  Icanty,  led  him 
ktto  s  courie  of  life  little  differing  6<om  vagrancy, 
that  deprived  hUn  of  the  benefits  of  r^jular  ftudy: 
it  howeva-  gratUkd  his  humour,  ftored  his  mind  with 
ideia  and  Ibme  knov^tet^e,  which,  when  he  became 
ftttled,  h«  knproved  by  vuious  reading;  yet,  to  all, 
the  graces  of  urbanity  he  was  a  ftranger.  Widi  the 
greateft  pmennoos  to  polilhed  manners  he  wag  nide, 
and,  when  he  moft  mea«  the  contrary,  abfurti.  He 
afiefted  Jcrfufon's  ftyle  and  manner  of  conver&tion, 
and,  when  he  had  utttredj  as  he  <^n  would,  a 
laboured  fentence,  fo  tunnd  as  to  be  fcarce  intel- 
ligible, would  aflc,  if  that  was  no^  truly  Johnfonian ; 
yd  he  loved  not  Johhfon,  but  rather  envied  him  for 

his 
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his  parts ;  and  once  intrcated  a  friend  to  dtfift  from 
praifing  him,  *  for  in  doing  fo',  f^d  he, '  you  hari-ow  up 
*  my  Very  foul.' 

He  had  fome  *it,  but  no  humour,  and  ne?«r  told 
a  ftory  but  he  fpoiled  it.  The  following  anecdotes 
will  convey  (bme  idea  c^  the  ftyle  and  mariner  of  hit 
converfation : 

He  was  ufed  to  fay  he  Could  play  on  the  Germafl- 
flute  as  well  as  moll  men ; — at  other  times,  as  well 
as  any  man  living  1  and  in  his  poeiti  of  the  Travel' 
ler,  has  hinted  at  this  attainment  in  the  following 
lines : 

*  To  kinder  fkies,  where  gentler  manners  rtignj 

*  I  torn  J  and  France  difplays  her  bright  domain  t 

*  Gay  fprightly  land  of  mirth  and  focial  eafe, 

*  Pleas'd  with  thyfelf,  whom  all  the  world  can  pleafe, 
'  How  often  have  I  led  thy  fportive  choir, 

*  With  tunelefs  pipe,  befide  the  murmuring  Loire! 

*  Where  ihading  elms  along  the  margin  grew, 

*  And,  frefticn'd  from  the  wave,  the  zephyr  flewi 

'  And  haply,  though  my  harlh  touch,  falt'ring  ftill, 
'  But  mock'd  all  tune,  and  marr'd  the  dancers  fkill,  -. 
'  Yet  would  the  village  praifc  my  wond'rous  power, 

*  And  dance,  forgetful  of  the  noon-tide  hour.' 

But,  in  truth,  he  underftood  not  the  charadler  in  which 
mufic  is  written, -and  played  on  that  inftriiment,  as 
many  of  the  vulgar  do,  merely  by  ear.  Roubiliac 
the  fculptor,  a  merry  fellow,  oncC  heard  him  play, 
and  minding  to  put  a  trick  on  him,  pretended  to  be 
charmed  with  his  performance,  as  alfo,  that  himfelf 
was  {killed  in  the  art,  and  intreated  him  to  repeat  the 
air,  that  he  might  write  it  down,  Goldfmith  readily 
confenting,  Roubiliac  called  for  paper,  and  fcored 
Vol.  I.  E  e  die^fon 
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thereon  a  few  five-lined  ftavcs,  which  having  done# 
Goldfmith  proceeded  co  play^  ant^  Roubiliac  to  write ; 
but  his  writing  was  only  fuch  random  notes  on  the. 
lines  and  fpaces  as  any  one  might  fee  down  who  had 
ever  infpeftcd  a  page  of  mufic.  When  they  had  botK 
donC)  Roubiliac  Ihewcd  the  paper  to  Goldfmith,  who, 
looking  it  over  with  feeming  great  attentionj  faid  it, 
Was  very  correft,  and  that  if  he  had  not  feen  him  do 
it,  he  never  could  have  believed  his  friend  capable  of 
writing  mufic  after  him. 

He  would  frequently  preface  a  ftory  thus  : — *  I'l! 

*  now  tell  you  a  ftory  of  myfelf,  which  fomc  people 
'  laugh  at,  and  fome  do  not.' — 

At  the  breaking  up  of  an  evening  at  a  tavernj  he 
intreatcd  the  company  to  fit  down,  and  told-  them  if 
they  would  call  for  another  bottle  they  fliould  hear 
one  of  his  bons  mots:  —  they  agreed,  and  he  began 
thus  : *  I  was  once  told  that  Sheridan  the  player, 

*  in  order  to  improve  himfclf  in  ftage-geftures,  had 

*  loolcing-glafles,  to  the  number  of  ten,  hung  about 

*  his  room,  and  that  he  praftifed  before  them ;  upo» 

*  which  1  feid,  then  there  were  ten  ugly  fellows  togc- 

*  ther.' — The  company  were  all  fiient:  he  afked  why 
they  did  not  laugh,  which  they  not  doing,  he,  with- 
out tafting  the  wine,  left  the  roofti  in  anger. 

He  once  complained  to  a  friend  in  thefe  words  r— 
'  Mr.  Martinelli  is  a  rude  man :  I  faid  in  his  hearing, 
'  that  there  were  no  good  writers  among  the  Italians, 

*  and  he  faid  to  one  chat  fat  near  him,  that  I  was  very 
'  ignorant*.' 

*  People,'  faid  he,  '  are  greatly  miftaken  in  me :  a 

*  notion  goes  about,  that  when  I  nji  filent  I  mean  to- 


■  Mr.  Mariinelli  is  aa  Italian. 
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'  be  impudent!  bucIalTureyou,  geiiiJemen,niyr]lence 
'  arifes  from  baftifulnefs.' 

Having  one  day  a  call  to  wait  on  the  late  duke, 
then  ear],  of  Northumberland,  I  found  Goldfinith 
waiting  for  an  audience  in  an  outer  room  j  I  aiked 
him  what  had  brought  him  there :  he  told  me  an 
invitation  from  his  lordfhip.  I  made  my  bufineii 
as  ftiort  as  I  could,  and,  a&  a  reafon,  mentioned,  that 
Dr.  Goldftnith  vas  w^ting  without.  The  carl  aSked 
me  if  I  was  acquainted  with  him :  I  told  him  I  was, 
adding  what  I  thought  likely  to  recommend  him.  I 
retired,  and  ilaid  in  the  outer  room  to  take  him 
home.  Upon  his  coming  out,  I  aiked  him  ths 
refult  of  his  converfation  ; — '  His  lordftjip,'  fays  he, 
'  told  me  he  had  red  my  poem,"  meaning  the  Tra- 
velier, '  and  was  much  delighted  with  it ;  chat  he  was 

*  going  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  that,  hearing 
'  that  I  was  a  naave  of  that  country,  he  fhould  be 

*  glad  "to  do  me  my  kindnefs.' — And  what  did  yoft 
anfwer,  aiked  I,  to  diis  gracious  offer  ? — '  Why,'  i*aid 
he,  '  I  could  fay  nothing  but  chat  I  had  a  brothor 
'  there,  a  clergyman,  that  fl:ood.in  need  of  help :  as 
'  for  jmyfcU",  I  have  np  dependence  on  the  promifc* 

,•  of  groat  men  :  i  look  to  the  bookicUcrs  for  fu[4»ort( 
'  they  are  m-y  \x&  friends,  and  I  .am  not  inclined  to 

*  fofifake  tbemforofihjers.' 

Thus  did  this  idiot  in  the  affairs  of  the  wofld,  trifle 
with  his  fortunes,  and  put  back  the  hand  that  was  held 
out  to  afTift  him !  Other  ptFors  of  a  like  fciod  he 
cither  rejefted  or  failed  to  iroprove,  contesting  himfelf 
■  wjthtlie  patronage  of  one  .nobleman,  whofe  manfion 
afforded  him  the  delights  of  a  fplendid  table,  and  a  re- 
treat for  a  few  days  from  the  metropolis, 

Ec  2  While 
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While  I  was  writing  the  Hiftory  of  Mufic,  he,  at 
the  club,  communicated  to  me  fome  curious  matter  : 
I  defired  he  would  reduce  it  to  writing  j  he  promifed 
me  he  would,  and  defired  to  fee  me  at  his  chambers : 
I  called  on  him  there  s  he  ftepped  inw  a  clofet,  and 
tore  out  of  a  printed  book  fix  leaves  that  contained 
what  he  had  mentioned  to  me. 

As  he  wrote  for  the  bookfcllers,  we,  at  the  club, 
looked  on  him  as  a  mere  literary  drudge,  equal  to  the 
talk  of  compiling  and  tranflating,  but  little  capable 
of  original,  and  ftill  lefs  of  poetical  compofition :  he 
had,  neverthelcfs,  unknown  to  us,  written  andaddrelled 
10  the  countefs,  afterwards  duchefs,  of  NortKumberland, 
one  of  the  fineft  poems  of  the  lyric  kind  that  our  lan- 
guage has  to  boafl:  of,  the  ballad  '  Turn  gentle  Hermit 
*  of  the  dale*;'  and  furprifcd  us  with  •  The  Tra- 
■  •  vellcr,'  a  poem  that  contains  fome  particulars  of 
his  own  hiftory.  Johnfon  was  fuppofeiJ  to  have 
afliftcd  him  in  it ;  but  he  contributed  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  it  only  four  lines :  his  opinion  of  it  was,  that 
it  was  the  b^ft  written^  poem  fince  the  time  of  Pope; 
The  favourable  reception  which  this  eflay  of  his 
poetical  talent  met  mth,  foon  after  tempted  Gold- 
finith  to  the  publication  of  his  *  Deferted  Villj^e,' 
the  merits  whereof,  confifting  in  local  |:^rticularitics 
and  beautiful  dcfcripttons  of  rural  nunners,  are  fuffi- 
ciendy  known.  . 

His  poems  are  replete  with  fine  moral  fentiments, 
and  befpeak  a  great  dignity  of  mind  ;  yet  he  had 
no  fenfc  of  the  fiiame,  nor  dread  of  the  evils,  of  po- 
verty.   In  die  latter  he  was  at  one  time  fo  involved, 

•  Piinccd  in  his  poetical  work*,  vol.  I, 

that 
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that  for  the  clamours  of  a  woman,  to  whom  he  was 
indebted  for  lodging,  and  for  bailiffs  that  w^ied  to 
arreft  him,  he  was  equally  unable,  till  lie  had  made 
himfelf  drunk,  to  ftay  within  doors,  or  go  abroad  to 
hawk  among  the  bookfellers  his  *  Vicar  of  Wakc- 
'  field.'  In  this  diftrefs  he  fcnt  for  Johnfon,  who  im- 
mediately went  to  one  of  themj  and  brought  back  mo- 
ney for  his  relief. 

In  his  dealings  with  the  bookfellers,  he  is  faid  to 
have  afted  very,  difhoneftly,  never  fulfilling  his  en- 
gagements. In  one  year  he  got  of  them,  and  by  his 
plays,  the  fum  of  iSooi.  which  he  diflipated  by 
gaming  and  extravagance,  and  died  poor  in  1774. 

He  that  can  account  for  the  inconfiftencies  of 
chara£lcr  above-noted,  otherwife  than  by  (hewing, 
that  wit  and  wildom  are  fcldom  found  to  meet  in 
the  fame  mind,  will  do  mqre  than  any  of  Gold- 
fmith's  friends  were  ever  able  to  do.  He  was  bu- 
ried in  the  poets'  corner  Jn  Weftminfter  abbey.  A 
monument  was  erefted  for  him  by  a  fubfcription  «f 
his  friends,  and  is  place^  over  the  entrance  into  St. 
Blafe's  chapel.  The  infcription  thereon  was  written 
by  Johnfon.  This  I  am  ^le  »  fay  with  certainty, 
for  he  Diewcd  it  to  me  in  manufcript. 

The  members  of  our  club,  that  remain  to  be  fpo- 
ken  of,  were  peribns  of  iefs  celebrity  than  him  above- 
mentioned,  but  were  better  acquainted  mtii  the 
world,  and  qualified  for  focial  intcrcourfe.  Mr.. 
Bcauclerk  was  allied  to  the  St.  Alban's  family,  and 
took  his  chriftian  name  from  Mr  Topham  of  Wind- 
for,  the  famous  colleftor  of  pictures  and  drawings. 
To  the  charaifler  of  a  fcholar,  and  a  man  of  fine  parts, 
^e  added  that  of  a  man  of  falhion,  of  which  his 
E  e  3  drcii 
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drefs  and  equipage  fhewed  him  to  be  emulous.  In 
the  early  period  of  his  life  he  Vas  the  exemplar  of 
all  who  wiflied,  without  incurring  the  cenfure  of 
foppery,  to  become  confpicuous  in  the  gay  world. 
Travel,  and  a  long  refidence  at  Rome  and  at  Ve- 
nice, had  given  the  laft  polilli  to  his  manners, 
and  ftorcd  his  mind  with  entertaining  information. 
Jn  panting  and  fculpture,  his  talle  and  judgment 
were  accurate,  in  claflic  literature,  exquiCtej  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  hjftory,  and  the  ftudy  of  an- 
tiquities, he  had  few  equals.  His  ronverfation 
was  of  the  moft  exccilent  kind  j  learned,  witty, 
polite,  and,  where  the  fubjed  required  tt,  ferious ; 
and  oter  all  his  behaviour  there  beamed  fuch  a 
funlhine  of  chearfulnefs  and  good  humour,  as  com-  " 
municatcd  itfelf  to  all  around  him.  He  was  a 
great  coUeftor  of  books,  and  left  at  his  death  a 
library,  which,  at  a  fale  by  auftion,  yielded  up- 
wards of  five  thouland  pounds. 

Mr.  Anthony  Chamier  was  defcended  from  a 
French  proteftant  family,  that  has  produced  one  or 
more  very  eminent  divines,  and  were  refugees  in  this 
country  at  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  He  was  bred 
to  the  profeffion  of  a  ftock-broker ;  but,  having  had 
a  liberal  education,  his  deportment  and  manner  of 
tranfafting  bufmefs  diftinguiflied  him  gready  from 
moft  others  of  that  calling.  He  had  acquired  n 
knowledge  of  the  modern  languages,  particularly  of 
the  Spanilh,  in  the  ftudy  whereof  he  took  great 
delight.  His  connections,  at  his  letting  out  ifl  the 
world,  *ere  of  the  beft  kind,  for  very  early  in  hjs 
life  he  was  employed  by  thoie  liberal -minded  bro- 
thers the  V^n  Necks,  whofc  riches,  and  general 
piunificcnce,  have  ranked  tlicm  in  the  fame  ciafs  of 
wealthy 
■ c^■^ 
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wealthy  men  with  the  Fuggers  of  Augfburg,  a  com- 
pany of  money-dealers,  who,  in  their  time,  held  the 
balance  of  the  Antwerp  exchange,  and  by  their  trinf- 
a£tions  at  that  mart,  influenced  the  politics  of  all  the 
courts  of  Europe  *.  By  his  dealings  in  the  funds, 
and,  it  was  fuppoled,  with  the  advantage  of  intelli- 
gence which,  previous  to  the  conchjfion  of  the 
peace  before  the  laft,  he  had  obtained,  he  acquired 
fuch  a  fortune  as  enabled  him,  though  young,  ^ 
quit  bufinefs,  and  become,  what  indeed  he  (eemfcd 
by  nature  intended  for,  a  gentjeman.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  his  prefent  majcfly's  reign,  he  h^d  a  profpeft 
of  going  fecretary  to  an  embafly  to  Spain,  and  was 
preparing  for  it,  by  the  improvement  of  himfclf  in 
the  language  of  that  country,  but  a  change  in  the 
appointment  of  an  ambaflador  kept  hitp  at  home, 
and  gave  him  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  lord  Hilfljorough,  who,  upon  his  being  made 
■  fecretary  of  flate  the  laft  time",  took  him  for  his  under- 
fccretary,  in  which  ftation  he  died. 

It  was  Johnfon's  original  intention,  that  the  num- 
ber of  this  our  club  fliould  not  exceed  nine,  but  Mr. 
Dyer,  a  member  of  that  in  Ivy  lane  before  fpokcn  of, 
and  who  for  fome  years  had  been  abroad,  made  his 
appearance  among  us,  and  was  cordially  received. 
By  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Belchicr  the  banker, 
and  member  for  Southwark,  he  had  obtained  an  ap- 
pointment to  be  one  of  the  commiflaries  in  our  army 
in  Germany  j  but,  on  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  he 

*  A  curious  account  of  thefe  three  brothers  may  be  Teen  in 
Moreri's  difiioDary,  art.  Fuggcr  on  Foucker.  Mention  of  them 
h  alio  made  in  the  journal  of  Edward  VI.  inferted  in  an  appendix 
to  one  of  the  volumes  .of  biihop  Burnet's  HiSmj  of  the  Rcfiw- 
.  nation. 
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returned  to  England,  very  litde  the  better  for  an  enti-- 
ployment  which  few  have  been  lyiown  to  quit  with-* 
out  having  made  a  fortune. 

The  hours  which  Johnfon  fpent  in  this  fociety 
fccmed  to  be  the  happieft  of  his  life :  he  would 
often  applaud  his  own  fagacity  in  the  feleftion  of 
it,  and  was  fo  conftant  at  our  meetings  as  never 
to  abfent  himfclf.  It  is  true  he  came  latej  but  then 
he  ftayed  late,  for,  as  has  been  already  faid  of  him, 
^e  little  regarded  hours.  Our  evening  toaft  was  the 
motto  of  Padre  Paolo,  *  Efto  perpetua.'  A  lady, 
diftinguiflied  by  her  beauty,  and  tafte  for  literature, 
invited  us  tv^ice  to  a  dinner  at  her  houfe,  which  I 
alone  w^s  hindered  from  accepting,  Curiofiry  was 
her  motive,  and  poffibly  a  defire  of  intermingling 
with  our  converfation  the  charms  of  her  own,  She 
^efted  to  confidcr  us  as  a  fct  of  literary  men,  and 
perhaps  gave  the  firft  occafion  for  diftinguilbi^ig 
the  focjety  by  the  name  of  the  literary  club,  ai» 
appellation  which  it  never  affumcd  to  itfelf. 

At  thefe  pur  meetings,  Johtjfon^  as  indeed  he  614 
every  where,  led  the  con^rfatipn,  ypt  was  he  far  from 
arrogating  to  himfelf  thpt  fuperiority,  which,  fome 
years  before,  he  was  difppfed  to  contend  for-  He 
had  feen  eppugh  of^  the  ^orld  to  know,  that  refpeit 
was  not  0  be  extorted,  and  began  nbw  to  be  fatis- 
fied  with  that  degree  of  eminence  to  which  his  writ- 
ings had  exalted  him.  This  change  in  his  behaviour 
was  remarked  by  thofb  who  were  beft  acquainted  with 
}iis  charaAer,  and  it  rendered  him  an  eafy  and  delight-; 
ful  companion.  Our  difcouffe  was  niifcellaneous, 
but  chiefly  literary.  Politics,  the  mpft  vulgar  of  ail 
fopics,  were  alone  excluded.  On  that  fubjcci  moft 
of  u§  were  of  tt^c  fame  opinion.    The  Britiib  U<mi 
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vas  then  licking  his  wounds,  and  we  drank  to  the 
peace  of  old  England  *. 

The  inftitution  of  this  fociety  was  in  the  winter  of 
1763,  at  which  time  Mr.  Garrick  was  abroad  with 
his  wife,  who,  for  the  recovery  of  her  health,  was  fent 
to  the  baths  at  Padua.  Upon  his  return,  he  was  in- 
formed of  our  aflbciation,  and  trqfted,  that  the  leaft 
intimation  of  a  defire  to  come  ampng  us,  woyld  pro- 
cure him  a  ready  admiflion,  but  in  thjs  he  was  mifta- 
kcn.  Johnfon  confulted  me  upon  ir,  and  when  I 
could  find  no  objedion  to  receiving  him,  exclaim- 
ed : — •  He  will  difturb  us  by  his  buffoonery;' — and 
afterwards  fo  managed  matters,  that  he  was  never 
formally  propofed,  nor,  by  confequence,  ever  ad- 
mitted. 

This  conduft  of  Johnfon  gave  me,  for  the  firft 
time,  to  underftand,  that  the  friendfhip  between  him 
and  Garrick  was  not  fo  ftrong  as  it  might  be  fup- 
pofe(J  to  be:  it  was  not  like  that  of  David  and  Jo- 
nathan ;  it  paiTed  not  the  love  of  women,  and  hardly 
.exceeded  the  ftrcngth  of  an  adventitious  intimacy : 
G^ck  had  a  profound  veneration  for  the  learning 
,and  talcn^  of  Johnfon,  but  was  ufed  to  complain  to 
me,  that  he  was  capricious  in  his  fnendHiip,  and,  as 
he  termed  it,  coquettilh  in  his  dilplay  of  it.  Johnfon, 
pn  his  part,  hated  the  profeHion  of  a  player,  and  pcr- 

*  At  I  was  the  only  feceder  from  thii  fbciety,  my  with- 
drawing myfelf  from  it  feenu  Lo  require  aa  apology.  We  feldoin 
got  together  till  nine  ;  the  enqiiiry  ioio  the  tUtnient}  of  tha 
'  larder,  and  preparing  fuppcr,  took  up  till  ten ;  snd  by  the  tine 
that  the  table  was  cleared,  it  was  near  eleren,  at  which  hour  my 
Jervant£  were  ordered  to  come  for  me  ;  and,  at  I  could  not  enjoy 
the  pleafure  of  thefe  meetings  without  diAurbing  the  ceconooi)'  oK 
py  family,  I  chofc  to  fiirego  it. 

6  h4|» 
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haps  might  contemplate  with  indignation,  that  difpo- 
fition  of  the  public,  which  affigns  to  thofc  who  mi- 
nifter  to  their  pleafures,  greater  rewards  thkn  to  thofc 
whofe  employment  it  is  to  fupply  their  moft  cffen- 
tial  wants.  He  might  pofTibly  reflect  th^tt,  in  his  out- 
fet  in  life  as  an  inftruftor  of  youth,  his  hopes  were 
bounded  by  the  profpeft  of  five  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  and  that  the  mimetic  powers  of  Garrick,  for 
under  that  denomination  he  ranked  all  his  excellencies, 
produced  to  the  poffcffor  of  them  an  income' of  four  ■ 
thoufand. 

Thefc  arc  fuch  cxcufes  for  Johnfon's  coolnefs  to- 
wards an  old  friend  as  charity  might  fuggcft  j  but,  ■ 
alas!  it  had  a  deeper  root,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  it  Iprung  from  envy,  a  paflion,  which  he  ibme- 
times-  was  candid  enough  to  confefs  he  was  fubje<Et 
to,  and  laboured  through  his  life  to  eradicate.  His 
behaviour  to  Garrick  was  ever  auftcre,  like  that  of 
a  fchoolmafter  to  one  of  his  fcholars  *,'  and  he  flat- 
tered himfelf,  that  in  all  he  faid  and  did,  he  ftood 
in  awe  of  his  frown.—*  I  was,'  faid  Johnfon  once  to 
a  friend,  •  laft  night  behind  the  fcenes  at  Drury-lane, 

*  and  met  Davy  drefled  for  his  part.    I  was  glad  to 

*  fee  him  i    but  I  believe    he  was  afhamed  to   fee 

•  me.'— ^A  fuppoGtion  hardly  to  be  admitted,  even 
if  he  had  been  drefled  in  the  ra^  of  Drogger. 

*  He  alCuned  &  tight  of  correding  his.enunoation,  and,  by  an 
kiltuice,  convincad  Ginick  that  it  was  fametunes  erronecuu.— 
■  YcBTOften,'  laid  johnlbn,  '  nuftake  the  emphatiul  word  of  a 

*  fentence.'-^'  Give  me  an  example,'  faid  Gairick. — '  I  cannot,' 
asfwered  Johnfon,  '  recoiled  one ;  but  repeat  the  feventh  com~ 

•  mandment.'---Garrict  prenomiced  it—'  ThouyiaiV  not  cMnmit 

•  adultery. '—'  You  are  wrong,'  fajd  Jobnlbn :  '  it  is  a  negative 
'  f  rcvept,  and  ougiit  to  be  pronounced  thai  : 

*  Thoa  flialt  irtt  commit  adultery.* 

lo  Garrick 
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Garridt  todc  his  rqeftiMi  very  patiently,  and  £hew- 
edhisrefcmmcniof  it  nootherwife,  thin  by  enquiring 
of  me  from  rime  to  time  how  wc  went  on  at  the  dub. 
He  would  often  flop  at  my  gate,  in  his  way  to  and 
from  Hampton,  with  meflages  from  Johnfon  relating 
to  his  Shakefpeare,  then  in  the  prefs,  and  aJk 
fuch  queftioos  as  thcfc : — '  Were  you  at  the  club 

*  on  Monday  night  ?'— '  What  did  you  talk  of  ?'— 
'  Was  JohnfoB  there?'— 7*  I  fuppofc  he  faki  forae- 

*  thing  of  Dary— that  Davy  was  a  clever  fellow  in 

*  his  way,  full  of  convivial  plcalantry,  but  no  poet, 

*  no  writer,  ha?* — I  was  vexed  at  thefe  enquiries,  and 
told  him,  that  this  perpetual  folicitude  about  what 
was  faid  of  him,  was  unnecefliuy,  and  could  only 
tend  to  difturb  him ;  that  he  might  wdl  be  content 
with  that  fhare  of  the  public  favour  which  he  enjoyed, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  polTefs  it  in  quiet- 
nefs,  and  that  too  great  an  anxiety  to  obt^n  applaufe 
would  provoke  envy,  and  tend  to  intercept,  if  not  to- 
tally deprive  him  of  it. 

The  greateft  of  Mr.  Garrick's  foibles  was,  a  notion 
of  the  imponance  of  his  profeilion :  he  thought 
that  Shakefpeare  and  himfelf  were,  or  ought  to  be, 
■the  objects  of  ail  mens'  attention.  When  the  king 
of  Denmark  was  in  England,  he  received  an  order 
from  the  lord-chamberlain  to  enteruun  that  mo- 
narch with  an  exhibition-  of  himfelf  In  fix  of  his 
principal  charaAers.  In  his  way  to  Xx>ndon,  to  re- 
ceive his  innruftions,  he  called  on  me,  and  told  mc 
this  as  news.  I  could  plainly  difi:em  in  his  looks 
*he  joy  that  tranfported  him  j  but  he  afiefted  to  be 
vexed  at  the  (hortnefs  of  the  Ijptice,  and  feemed  to 
-grraign  the  wildom  of  our  councils,  by  exclaiming— 
<  Xou  fee  what  heads  they  l^»ve  !' 

Johnfon's 
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Johnfon's  objedion  to  the  admifnon  of  Garrictc 
may  f«m  to  be  cynical,  and  to  have  arifcn  from 
jealoufy  or  refentment,  but  it  admits  of  palliation :  the 
truth  is,  that  Garcick  was  no  difquifitor  i  his  reading 
had  been  confined,  and  he  could  contribute  but  little 
to  the  pleafurcs  of  Ibber  and  inftruftive  converia- 
tion.  Even  his  knowledge  of  the  world  was  derived 
through  the  medium  of  the  dramatic  writers^  who, 
all  men  know,  are  not  guides  to  be  trufteij  i  and, 
in  his  intercourfe  with  mankind,  and  jnanner  of  con- 
ducing bufinefs,  he  frequently  betrayed  fuch  igno- 
rance and  inattention, .  as  the  following  jnftance  will 
illuftrate. 

There  ftood  near  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Garrick  at 
Hampton,  and  adjoining  to  his  garden  next  the  river, 
a  frnall  houfe,  the  owner  and  occupier  whereof  was 
Mr.  Peele  a  bookfeller,  who  had  retired  from  bufi- 
nefs. Mr.  Peele  had  often  faid,  that  as  he  knew  it 
would  be  an  accommodation  to  Mr.  Garrick,  he  had 
given  directions,  that  at  his  deceafe  he  Aiould  have 
the  refufal  of  it.  A  man  in  the  neighbourhood  had 
fet  his  eye  upon  it,  and  formed  a  fcheme  to  make  it 
his  own.  He  had  got  intelligence  that  there  was  a 
relation  or  friend  of  Mr.  Peek's  living  in  the  coun- 
try, and  immediately  on  Mr.  Peek's  death  applied  to 
his  executors,  pretending  that  he  had  a  commilTion 
from  him  to  purchafe  tjie  houfe  at  any  price ;  and, 
upon  this  fu^eftion,  procured  a  conveyance  of  it  to 
a  perfon  nominated  by  him,  but  under  a  fecret  truft 
for  himfelf.  Mr.  Garrick,  feeing  himfelf  thus  balked 
of  his  hopes,  and  in  danger  of  being  troubled  with 
an  iU  neighbour,  thdtjght  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  complain.    He  told  his  fad  ftory  to  me,  and  in  a 

lucky 
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lucky  hour  j  for,  juft  before  his  entering  my  houfe,  I 
had  been  reading  the  life  of  the  lord-keeper  Guild- 
ford, and  therein  a  cafe  of  a  fimilar  fraud,  againft 
which  his  lordftiip  decreed :  it  was  the  cafe  of  die 
duke  of  Buckinghamfliire  and  Ambrofe  Phillips,  who 
had  purchafed  (rf  the  duke  an  eftate  as  for  Mr.  He- 
neage  Finch,  a  fon  of  the  lord  Nottingham,  but  in  truth 
for  himfelf,  at  two  thoufand  pounds  lefs  than  he  would 
have  fold  it  for  to  any  but  Mr.  Finch.  Upon  hearing 
Mi".  Garrick's  ftory,  I  fearched  farther,  and  found  the 
cafe  in  law-language  in  Vernon's  chancery  reports,  and 
giving  hitn  a  note  of  it,  told  him  he  might  file  3 
bill  in  chancery,  and,  on  the  authority  of  that  deter- 
mination, hope  for  relief.  About  fix  months  after, 
I  being  in  town,  a  mefl'^e  came  to  me  in  the  even- 
ing froTi  Mr.  Garrick,  figntfying,  that  his  caule  was 
to  come  on  the  next  morning,  and  requefting  me  to  ' 
furnifh  him  with  a  note  of  a  cafe  that  I  had  formerly 
mentioned  to  him  as  refembling  his  own.  Ailonilhed 
at  his  remiflhefs,  and  knowing  that  no  time  was  to 
be  loft,  I  immediately  borrowed  the  boc^  I  had 
referred  him  to,  and  giving  it  my  fervant,  went  with 
it  to  Drury-lane  theatre,  where,  upon  enquiry,  I  wai 
informed,  that  he  was  bufily  employed  in  exhibiting 
an  imitation  of  a  fpeftaclc  then  recent,  the  proceffion 
of  the  coronation  of  his  prefent  majcfty,  in  an  after- 
piece to  the  play  for  that  night.  I  waited  jn  an  outer 
rown  till  all  was  over,  when  in  entered  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Garrick,  and,  after  giving  him  time  to  recover  from 
his  fatigue,  I  told  him  what  I  had  been  doing  to  help 
him  in  his  diftrefe,  and  produced  ihc  book,  but  his 
thoughts  were  fo  wholly  taken  up  by  the  pageant  he 

wa4 
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was  con^e  from,  which  feemnl  ftill  co  be  pafTing  befi»« 
his  eyes,  thu  he  could  fcarccly  attend  to  jme,  but 
alked  Mrs.  Garrick  twenty  queftions  about  it,  how 
it  veat  off,  and  whether  Ox  did  not  think,  die  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  audience  great.  He  then  turned  to 
me,  took  from  me  the  book,  and  faid  he  Ibould  lay 
h  before  his  counfel.  The  book  was  returned  in  a 
few  days,,  but  I  heard  nothing  of  the  decree  of  tlie 
court  rill  ibme  months  after,  when  meeting  with  his 
brodter  George,  in  the  court  of  reqoefts,  I  aflced  liim 
how  the  caufe  had   gone  :— *  Oh,'   faid  he,    '  with 

•  us  : — the  firft  purchafc  is  decreed  fraudulent,  and  the 

*  defendant  is  condemned  in  cofts.' 

tAr.  Garrick's  forgetfulnefs  and  inattention,  in  a 
concern  ihac  gave  him  fome  uneafuieis,  is  not  to  be 
accounted  for  by  thofe  who  bdieve,  contrary  to  the 
kiEt,  thar  he  was  ever  fufficieotly  awake  '  to  his  own 
inoereft,  nor  indeed  by  any  wiw  were  not  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  charsiAer.  In  all  diat  relied  .to 
the  theatre  he  was  very  acute,  but  io  bufinefs  o£ 
odier  kinds '  a  novice.  His  profeBioD  was  of  fuch  a 
nature,  as  left  hiai  no  Intervals  of  thought  or  cool 
deliberatioD :  his  tnind  was  either  elevated  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  itMcnfion,  or  let  down  to  the  loweft 
degree  of  rcmifilon.  In  the  fonncr'  ftate,  it  was  in- 
flated by  the  ideas  whh  which  the  courfe  of  his  read- 
ing had  (tored  his  memory  j  in  the  latter,  k  funk  into 
an  indolent  levity,  which  indulged  in  jokesj  in  mi- 
micry, and  witticifms. 

In  the  firft  of  thefc  fituaiioBS,  I  haredefcribed  hinn 
by  the  Tcladon  of  his  conduA  -in  a  law-fuit :  in  a  fea- 
jbn  a£  vacuity,  he  was  another  man,  eafy  and  cbe»fu]^ 

and 
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and  difpofed,  out  of  every  thing  he  faw  or  heard,  to 
cxcraft  mirth.  The  following  ftorjr  I  give  as  an  in- 
ftance  of  his  plcafantryj  at  times  when  the  bufineis  of 
the  theatre  did  not  occupy  hts  thoughts. 

Living  at  Twickenham,'at  about  two  miles  diftancc 
from  his  houfe  at  Hampton,  I  made  him,  as  I  fre- 
quently did  when  in  the  country,  an  afternoon  viQt. 
It  was  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  and  I  found  him  and 
Mrs.  Garrick  in  the  garden,  eaung  figs.  He  com- 
plained that  die  wafps,  which  that  year  were  very  nu- 
merous, had  left  him  very  few ;  and,  talking  fiuther 
about  thofe  noxious  infeds,  told  me  he  had  heu'd, 
thst  a  perfon  near  Oxbridge,  having  Swallowed  one  of 
them  in  a  draught  of  liquor,  had  died  of  the  fUng.  I 
told  him  it  was  true,  for  that  at  a  turnpike-meecing, 
at  Uxbridge  I  had  dined  with  the  apothecary  that  had 
attended  him,  and  he  had  alTured  me  of  the  fad.—*  I 
'  believe  it,'  faid  Mr.  Garrick, '  and  have  been  perfuad- 

•  ing  this  lady,'  pointing  to  Mrs.  Garrick,  *  to  do  fo  j 

*  but  I  cannot  convince  her,  and  yet,  flie  can  believe 
'  the  ftory  of  St,  Urfula  atid  the  eleven  thouiand  vir- 
'  gins !'— Mrs.  Garrick,  it  is  no  fecret,  is  of  the  Ro- 
milh  perfuafion. 

Davies,  in  hts  life  of  Mr.  Garrick,  has  mentioned  - 
a  variety  of  particulars  that  do  honour  to  his  memory. 
•^jTwng  others,  he  gives  feveral  inilances  of  liberality 
to  his  frieads.  Johnfon  would  frequendy  fay,  that  he 
gave  away  more  money  than  any  man  of  his  income  in 
England ;  and  hts  readtnefs  to  give  the  profits  of  a 
night  to  public  charities,  and  to  families  and  indi- 
viduals in  diftrefs,  will  long  be  remembered.  He  was 
the  grft  that  attempted  to  refoim  the  ftage,  by  banifh- 
ing  from  ic  all  profanenels  and  immorality,  and  by  ex- 
punging 
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punging  from  the  plays  a&ed  at  his  theatre,  tvtff 
exprcffion  capable  of  any  other  than  a  good  meanings 
And  whereas  it  had  for  many  years  been  the  cuftom, 
at  one  or  more  of  the  theatres,  to  indulge  the' 
mob,  in  the  evening  of  the  lord-mayor's  day, 
with  the  reprefentation  of  •  The  London  CiJckoIds,' 
a  comedy  written  by  Ravcnfcroft  in  times  of  great 
licentioufnefs,  and  abounding  in  fcenes  of  vulgaf 
humour,  he  paid  a  handfomc  conlplimefft  to  the  ci- 
tizens, and  (hewed  his  regard  for  the  welfare  of  youth, 
by  difcontinuing  the  practice,  and  fubftituting  in  its 
place  die  afiefting  tragedy  of  *  George  BarnWdl,'  a 
play  adapted  to  the  fituation  and  cirCumftances  of* 
city  apprentices,  and  affording  an  inftruftive  leflbn 
of  difcretjon  and  morality. 

Notwithftanding  the  perpetual  competition  be- 
tween him  and  Rich,  for  the  favour  of  the  town, 
they  lived  together  upon  the  moil  friendly  terms. 
Rich,  who  was  never  celebrated  either  for  his  wit  or 
his  undcrftanding,  once  made  him  a  very  elegant 
compliment:  the  occafion  was  this:  Rich  had  im- 
proved his  houfe  at  Covent  garden,  by  altering  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  feats,  fo  as  to  accommodate  a  grater 
number  of  fpeftators  than  formerly  it  would,  and 
Mr.  Garrick  wilhing  to  fce  thefc  improvements,  Mr, 
Rich  invited  him  to  the  houfe,  and  went  with  him 
all  over  It..  In  the  courfe  of  their  furvey,  Mr.  Gar- 
rick afked,  in  the  language  of  the  theatre,  what  fum 

of  money  the  houfe  would  hold. *  Sir,*  faid  Mr. 

Rich,  •  that  queftion  I  am  at  prcfent  unable  to  anfwer  j 

*  but  were  Mr.  Garrick  to  appear  bot  one  night  on  my 

•  ftagc,  1  fhould  be  able  to  tcU  to  the  utmoft  AIl- 
■  *  ling-' 

After 
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After  all  that  has  been  faid  of  Mr.  Garrick, 
envy  muft  own,  that  he  owed  his  celebrity  to  his 
merit  ,•  and  yet,  of  that  himfclf  fetfmcd  fo  diffident, 
that  he  prat^if^d  fundry  little,  but  innocent  arts, 
to  infure  the  favour  of  the  public.  He  kept  up  an 
intercft  in  the  city  by  appearing,  about  twice  in  a 
winter,  at  Tom's  coffec-houfc  in  Cornliill,  the  ufual 
rendezvous  of  young  merchants  at  'change  time  j  and 
frequented  a  club,  eftabliflied  for  the  fake  of  his 
company,  at  the  Queen's-arms  tavern  in  St.  Paul's 
church-yard,  where  were  ufcd  to  aflemble  Mr.  Sa- 
muel Sharpe  the  furgeon,  Mr.  Paterfon  the  city-foli- 
citor,  Mf-  I>raper  the  bookfeller,  Mr.  Clutterbuck 
a  mercer,  and  a  few  others;  they  were  none  of  them 
drinkers,  and  in  order  to  make  a  reckoning,  called 
only  fox  French  wine.  Thefe  were  his  ftanding 
council  in  theatrical  affairs,  and  were  of  ufe  to  him 
in  moderatiog  his  refentment  after  thofe  riots  at  his 
theatre,  which  would  fomctimes  happen,  and  .the  in- 
dignation he  once  felt  upon  an  attack  on  his  dwelling- 
houfe,  in  which  the  windows  thereof  were  broken. 

He  had  alfo  a  ftrong' party  of  friends  at  Batfon's 
coffee-houft,  and  among  them  Dr.  "Wilfon  a  phyfi- 
cian,  a  man  -of  great  learning*,  but  no  praftice,  who 
iiaving  an  eafy  fortune  and  no  family,  and  being  maf- 
ter  of  his  own  time,  was  at  liberty  to  indulge  him- 
felf  in  a  variety  of  purfuits  and  humours  that  ditlin- 
guiflicd  him  from  moft  other'men.  He  lodged  in 
anobfcure  part  of  the  town,  and  Ipent  his  mornings 
in  mathematical  ftudies;  but  at  noon  was  conftantly  to 

*  He  wai  -tlie  editor  of  die  Worki  vf  Benjunia  Robint,  pub* 
^ed  in  two  Toldmci  8k>. 

Vol.  I.  r.f  be 
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be  feen  at  Batfon's,  with  a  circle  of  perfons  round  him, 
whom  he  entertained  with  his  convcrfation.  He  had 
no  tafte  for  polite  literature  or  ftage  entertainments ; 
but  in  his  old  age  took  it  into  his  head  to  be  an  ad- 
murr  of  Mr.  Garrick,  and  feldom  failed  to  be  at  his 
theatre,  whenever  he  had  a  part  in  the  play  of  the 
night.  His  conftant  appearance  there  had  procured 
him  almoft  a  prefcriptive  right  to  a  particular  feat  in 
the  pit.  In  that  region  of  the  houfe  he  was  the  firft, 
and  almoft  the  loudeft  applauder  of  Mr.  Garrick,  and 
his  praifes  were  the  chi?f  fubjeft  of  his  difcourle  the 
fucceeding  day.  To  this  perfon,  as  to  a  city-friend, 
Mr.  Garrick  held  himfelf  obliged,  and  by  many  pcr- 
fonal  civilities  he  courted  his  favour. 

Such  as  thofe  above  noted  were  the  foibles  in  the 
charaifter  of  that  celebrated  aftor  of  whom  I  have 
been  fpeaking,  and  fuch  were  the  arts  which  he  prac- 
tifed  to  acquire  and  enfure  popularity  j  arts  as  unne- 
celTary  as  they  were  innocent,  feeing,  that  almoft  from 
the  time  he  firft  became  known,  he  was  in  the  afttid 
ponefTion  of  that  applaufe  which  he  was  fecking,  and 
received  from  the  public  an  ample  reward  of  repu- 
tation, as  well  for  the  part  he  afted  in  focial  life,  as 
for  his  excellent  performance  on  the  ftage. 

Befides  Mr.  Garrick,  there  were  others  that  were 
delirous  of  becoming  members  of  this  our  club,  the 
fame  whereof  had  fpread  abroad,  and  induced  many, 
who  hoped  to  acquire  a  reputation  for  literature, 
to  wilh  for  an  admiflion  among  us.  That  unfor- 
tunate divine,  as  he  was  called.  Dr.  William  Dodd, 
was  one  of  the  number,  and  made  a  fecret  effort  for 
this  purpofe.  This  perfon,  at  that  time,  dwelt  with 
hh  wife  in  an  obfcurc  comer  of  Hounflow  heath, 

near 
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near  a  village  called  Wcuton ;  but  kept,  in  a  back 
lane  near  him,  a  gjrl  who  went  by  the  name  of  Ken- 
nedy, His  pretenfions  to  learning,  and  efpedally  to 
claffical  erudition,  were  very  great  i  and  he  had  in  his 
houlc  a  few  young  gentleiTien,  who,  at  very  expcn- 
five  rates,  were  committed  to  his  care,  as  to  an  aca- 
demy, for  inftruilion.  A  brother  of  his  wife's  rented 
fome  land  of  me,  and  of  him  I  learned  from  time  to 
time  manyparticularsrefpeitinghis  charaflrrand  man- 
ner of  living,  which  latter,  as  he  reprefenied  it/  was 
ever  fuch  as  his  vifible  income  would  no  way  ac- 
count for.  He  faid  that  he  was  the  moft  importunate 
fuitor  for  preferment  ever  known,  and  that  himfelf 
had  been  the  bearer  of  letters  and  melTages  to 
great  men,  Ibliciting  promotion  to  vacant  livings, 
and  had  hardly  efcaped  kicking  down  ftairs.  Dodd's 
wiih  to  be  received  into  our  fociety  was  conveyed  to 
us  only  by  a  whifper,  and  that  being  the  cafe,  all  op-' 
pofition  to  his  admifiion  became  unneceffary. 

Johnfon  was  now  at  eafe  in  his  circumftances  :  he 
wanted  his  ufual  motive  to  impel  hJm  to  the  ex- 
ertion of  his  talents,  neceffity,  and  he  funk  into  indo- 
lence. Whoever  called  in  on  him  at  about  mid- 
day, found  him  and  Lcvett  at  breakfaft,  Johnfon  in 
defliabille,  as  juft  rifen  from  bed,  and  Lcvett  filling 
out  tea  for  himfelf  and  his  patron  alternatdy,  ao 
converfation  pafling  between  them.  All  that  vifited 
him  at  thefe  hours,  were  welcome.  A  night's  reft, 
and  breakfaft,  feldom  failed  to  refrelh  and  fit  him  for 
difcourfc,  and  whoever  withdrew  went  too  loon.  Hia 
invitations  to  dinners  abroad  were  numerous,  and  he 
feldom  balked  them.  At  evening  parties,  wh«re  were 
Ffa  P9 
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no  cards,  he  very  often  made  one  j  and  from  theft, 
when  once  engaged,  moft  unwillingly  retired. 

In  the  relaxation  of  mind,  which  almoft  any  one 
might  have  forefcen  would  follow  the  grant  of  his 
penfion,  he  made  little  account  of  that  lapfe  of  time, 
on  which,  in  many  of  his  papers,  he  fo  ieverely  mora- 
lizes. And,  though  he  was  fo  exaft  an  obferver  of 
the  pafling  minutes,  as  frequendy,  after  his  coming 
from  church,  to  note  in  his  diary  how  many  the  fer- 
vicc  took  up  in  reading,  and  the  femion  in  preaching  j 
he  fcemed  to  forget  how  many  years  had  paflcd  fincc 
he  had  begun  to  take  in  fubfcriptions  for  his  edition 
of  Shakcfpearc.  Such  a  torpor  had  feized  his  Acui- 
ties, as  not  all  the  remonftrances  of  his  friends  were 
able  to  cure :  applied  to  fome  minds,  they  would  have 
bumed  like  cauftics,  but  Johnfon  felt  them  not :  to 
other  objefb  he  was  fufficiently  attentive,  as  I  ihall 
prefently  fhew. 

In  the  performance  of  the  engagement  I  am  under, 
I  find  myfclf  compelled  to  make  public,  as  well  thofe 
particulars  of  Johnfon  that  may  be  thought  to  abafe 
as  thofe  that  exalt  his  charafter.  Among  the  former, 
may  be  reckoned  the  credit  he  for  fome  time  gave 
to  the  idle  ftory  of  the  Cock-lane  ghoft,  concerning 
which  the  following  fafts  arc  the  leaft  unworthy  of 
being  noted.  In  the  month  of  January  1762,  it  was 
reported,  that  at  a  houfe  in  Cock  lane  near  Wdt 
Smithfield,  there  were  heard  certain  noifes,  accom- 
panied with  extraordinary  circumftances,  tending  to 
the  difcovery  of  the  death  of  a  young  woman  who 
was  faid  to  have  been  deftroyed  by  poifon.  The- 
agent  in"  this  bufinefs  was  a  girl,  who  pretended,  that 

the 
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di«  fpirit  of  the  deceafcd  appeared  to  her,  and  ter- 
rified her  with  the  noifes  above-mentioned.  This 
report  drew  many  perfons  to  the  houfe,  who,  being 
thus  aflembled,  put  fevcral  queftions  to  the  girl,  and 
received  anfwers,  as  from  the  ghoft,  defcribing  the 
circumftanccs  of  the  poifoning,  and  a  promife,  by  an 
affirmative  fignal,  that  it  would  attend  one  of  the 
querifts  into  the  vault  under  the  church  of  St.  John, 
Clerkenwell,  where  the  body  was  depofitcd,  and  give 
a  Goken  of  its  prefence  by  a  knock  upon  the  coffin  : 
it  was  therefore  determined  to  make  trial  of  the  cx- 
iftencc  or  veracity  of  the  fuppofed  fpirit ;  and  it  was 
then  advertifed,  that  the  perfon  to  whom  the  promife  , 
was  made,  was  about  to  vifit  the  vault,  and  ac- 
cordingly the  whole  company  prefent  adjourned  to 
the  church.  He  who  had  a  claim  to  the  performance 
of  the  promife,  and  one  more,  went  into  the  vault,  and 
folemnly  required  to  hear  the  fignal ;  but  nothing 
more  cnfued.  The  perfon  accufed  of  the  poifoning, 
with  feveral  others,  then  defcended  the  vault,  but  no 
cffeft  was  perceived.  It  was,  therefore,  the  opinion 
of  the  whole  aflembly,  that  the  girl  had  fome  art  of 
making  or  counteffeiting'pajticular  noifes,  and  that 
there  was  po  agency  of  any  higher  caufe^ 

Johnfon,  whofe  fentiments  with  jrefpeft  to  fuperna- 
tur^  agency  are  difcoverable  in  many  parts  of  his 
writings,  was  prompted  by  curiofity  to  vifit  this  place, 
and  wait  for  the  appearance  of  the  ghoft,  Mr,  Sjtun- 
dcrs  Welch,  his  intimate  friend,  woyld  have  diflgade4 
him  from  his  purpofe,  urging,  that  it  would  expofe 
him  to  ridicule ;  but  all  his  arguments  had  no  effeift ; 
kc  w?nt  to  the  houfe,  and,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  into  the 
Ff^  ^hyrch^ 
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church,  md  gave  countenance  to  the  vulgar  cxpea- 
ttLtioTif  that  the  ghoft  would  appear ;  but  at  length, 
being  convinced  that  the  whole  tranfaftion  was  an 
impofture,  he  drew  up,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the 
ftyie  and  advertifemcnt  at  the  end  of  the  paper,  an 
account  of  the  detection  thereof,  publiflied  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine  for  February  176a, 

Soon  after  this,  the  impofture  being  more  clearly 
and  even  to  demonftration  detected,  the  pcrfons  con- 
cerned in  it  were  profecuted,  and  underwent  a  punifli- 
mcnt  fuited  to  their  offence. 

"What  Mr. Welch  foretold,  in  his  advice  to  Johnfon, 
touching  this  impofture,  was  now  verified ;  he  was 
cenfured  for  his  credulity;  his  wifdoqi  was  arraigned, 
and  his  religious  opinions  refplyed  into  fuperftition. 
A  reverend  divine  of  the  time,  who  had  taken  effec- 
tual care  by  his  conduift  to  avoid  thi  like  imputa- 
tions, but  was  enough  diftinguiftied  by  a  greater 
folly,  political  enthuHafm,  exhibited  him  to  ridicule 
in  a  fatyrical  poem,  and  revived  the  remembrance  of 
that  engagement  to  the  public,  which,  by  this,  and 
other  inftances  of  the  laxity  of  his  mind,  he  fecmed 
not  much  inclined  to  fulfil. 

Nor  was  diis  all :  that  facetious  gentleman  Mr. 
Foote,  who,  upon  the  ftrength  and  fuccefs  of  his  fa-r 
tyrical  vein  in  comedy,  had  affumed  the  name  of  the 
modern  Anftophanes,  and  at  his  thcatre,iiad  long  en- 
tertained the  town  with  caricatures  of  living  perfons, 
with  all  their  fmgularities  and  wcaknefles,  thought 
that  Johnfon  at  this  time  was  become  a  fit  fubjeft  for 
fidicule,  and  that  an  exhibition  of  him  in  a  dram^ 
written  for  the  purpofe,  in  which  himfelf  fhould  re- 
prefent  Johnfon^  and  in  his  mien,  his  garb,  and  his 
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J|>ccch,  fliould  difplay  all  his  comic  powers,  would 
yield  him  a  golden  harvcft.  Johnfon  was  apprifed 
of  his  intention ;  and  gave  Mr.  Foote  to  underftand, 
that  the  licence  under  which  he  was.  pennitted  to 
entertain  the  town,  would  not  juftify  the  liberties  he 
was  accuftomed  to  take  with  private  charaiftcrs,  and 
dut  if  he  pcrfifted  in  his  defign,  himfeif  would  be  a 
fpeftator  of  his  difgrace,  and  would,  by  a  fevere  chaf- 
tifcment  of  his  reprcfentative  on  the  ftage,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  audience,  convince  the  world,  that, 
whatever  were  his  infirmities,  or  even  his  foibles, 
they  fhould  not  be  made  the  fport  of  the  public,  or 
the  means  of  gain  to  any  one  of  his  profeflion*. 

Foote, 

*  Had  Johnlbn  been  provoked  to  an  exercife  of  his  prowelg  on 
thii  occafion,  it  woutd  not  have  been  the  lirft  difplay  of  his  re- 
fentmcnt  an  the  ftage  of  a  theatre.  He  wu  once  with  Garricic 
at  the  reprefentation  of  a  play  in  bij  native  dty  of  Lichfield, 
when^  having  taken  his  feat-  in  a  chair  placed  on  the  ftage,  he 
bad  foon'  a  call  to  quit  it.  A  Scots  officer,  who  had  no  good-will 
towards  him,  perfuaded  an  innkeeper  of  the  town  to  take  it,  and 
he  did  as  he  was  bid.  Johnfon,  on  his  return,  finding  his  feat  full, 
civilly  told  the  intruder,  that  by  going  oat  it  was  not  his  inten< 
tioa  to  give  it  op,  and  demanded  it  as  hii  right :  the  innkeeper, 
encouraged  by  the  officer,  feeming  relblved  to  maintain  bis  fitua- 
tion,  Johnfon  expoftiilated  the  matter  with  him  ;  but  finding  him 
obftinate,  lifted  up  the  chair,  the  man  fitting  in  it,  and,  with 
fuch  an  Herculean  ibrce,  flung  both  to  the  oppofite  ftde  of  the 
fiage,  that  the  Scotfman  cried  out,  '  Damn  him,  be  has  broke  bif 
'  limbs  ;'  but  that  not  being  the  cafe,  Johnfon  iiaving  thu< 
emptied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Walmfley  interpofing,  he  refumed 
his  feat  in  it,  and  with  great  compofur*  fat  out  the  play. 

Jdmfon  had  great  confidence  in  his  corporeal  Jtrengtli,  and, 
from  this  and  fome  Other  particulars  in  hit  life,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  he  was  vain  of  it.  Soch  foibles  are  not  Dncomnon  in 
the  gr^teft  chwaflen.    Sir  Ilaac  Newtgn,  at  the  age  of  four- 
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Footf,  upon  this  intimation,  had  difcretion  enough 

TO  defift  fron:!  his  purpofc.    Johnfon  emcrtwncd  no 

refentment  againft  him,  and  they  were  cvw  after 

friends. 

Johnfon  was  infcnfible  to  the  efFcfts  of  this  abufe } 
but  the  poem  above-mentioned  had  brooght  to  re- 
membrance, that  his  edition  of  Shakefpeare  had  long 
bcendue.  His  friends  took  the  alarm,  and,  byall  the  arts 
of  reafoning  and  perfuafion,  laboured  to  convince  him, 
that  having  taken  fubfcriptions  for  a  work  in  which 
he  had  made  no  progrcfs,  his  credit  was  at  ftake.  Ho 
confeffcd  he  was  culpable,  and  promifed  from  time 
to  time  to  begin  a  cojjrfe  of  fuch  reading  as  waj  ne- 
ceflary  to  qualify  him  for  the  work :  this  was  no  more 
than  he  had  formerly  done  in  an  engagement  with 
Coxeier,  to  whom  he  had  bound  himfelf  to  write  the 
life  of  Shakcfpeare,  but  he  never  could  be  prevailed 
on  to  begin  it,  fo  that,  even  now,  it  was  queftioned 
whether  his  promifes  were  to  be  relied  on.  Fo»  this 
feafon,  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  and  fome  other  of  his 
friends,  who  were  more  concerned  for  his  reputation 
than  himfelf  feemed  to  be,  contrived  to  entangle  him 
by  a  wager,  or  fome  other  pecuniay  engagement,  to 
perform  his  talk  by  a  certain  time,  and  this,  toge- 
ther pofllbly  with  fome  diftruft  of  the  continuance  of 
his  mental  powers,  fet  him  to  work ;  but,  as  he  had 
been  remifs  in  making  coileftions  fiar  the  purpofc,  he 

fears,  would  ftrip  op  ids  fhirt-flecve  to  fiiew  bU  fflufcalar,  brawoy 
arm,  and  relate  bow  dextrons  he  w:.s  in  his  youth  U  boxiftg. 
And  an  intimate  friend  of  mine,  a  (eijean;  at  hw,  (^  Hie  firft 
eminence  in  his  profelSon,  who  had  nearly  loll  the  ufe  of  his 
feet,  was  uTed  to  relate  to  me  kia  dancing  whole  aightt,  when  a 
young  fixa,  wttliow  fefljng  th;  leaA  wcuineft, 

fount) 
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found  it  an  irkfome  tidk.  Theobald  declares,  chat 
to  fenie  ^  text  of  hU  audior^  and  to  elucidate  obr 
icure  pafl^es  in  him,  he  liad  found  it  neceflary  to 
perufe  a  great  number  of  plays  and  other  publications, 
fio  the  Tcry  titlesof  mod  whereof  it  is  certain  Johnlbn 
was  a  fh^inger.  He,  it  is  true,  had  red  as  many  old  Eng- 
lilh  books  as  came  in  his  way,  but  he  had  never  fot^ht 
after  any  Itich  i  he  was  no  colle&)r,  and  in  fa£b  was. 
deiUtute  of  materials  for  his-  work.  All-  therefore 
diat  he  did^  or  could  do,  after  the  waflie  of  fo  nuich. 
QOK,  was,  to  read  over  his  author  in  the  former  edi- 
tions, and  folicic  help  fropi  his  friends:  who,  if  he  ift 
□ot  mift^en  in  his  alfertion,  were  but  flack  in  o&r- 
Hig  him  affiftance.  To  me,  among  others,  he  did  the 
honour  of  lending  for  fuch  notes  as  he  thought  I 
might  have  made  in  the  courfe  of  my  reading.  Mr. 
Garrick  was  his  mefienger,  as  he  frequendy  pzScd  by 
my  gate  in>the  country;  and,  though  I  was  at  thac 
time  deeply  engaged  in  the  Hiftory  of  Mulic>  I  fur« 
ttiAed  him  with  a  few  remarks,  which,  unimportaoc 
•3  chey  are,  he  thought  fit  to  inlert.  Others,  more 
valuable,  he  got  from  fuch  of  his  friends  as  were 
St  leiAire  to  aflift  him. 

The  year  1765  gave  to  the  world  an  edition  of 
Shakefpeare's  dramatic  works  by  Samuel  Johnfon, 
.  the  greatell  proficient  in  vernacular  erudition,  and 
i»ne  of  the  ableft  critics  of  his  time.  Much  had 
been  expefled  from  it,  and  little  now  appeared  to 
have  been  performed  j  a  few  conjeftural  emenda- 
tions of  the  text,  and  fome  fcattcred  remarks  on 
particular  palTages,  were  all  diat  was  prefented  to 
our  view  diat  had  any  pretence  to  novelty^  except 

fome 
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Ibme  gcncril  obfervatiems,  which  fcrve  to  illuftratc 
the  beauties  and  mark  the  defe£b  of  the  fcvcral 
plays,  and  are  infetted  at  the  end  of  each. 

FoV  the  apparent  meagrene^  of  the  work,  the  pau- 
city of  the  nbtes,  and  other  evidences  of  the  editor's 
want  of  induftry,  and  indeed  unfitnefs  for  the  office 
of  a  fcholiaft,  fo  far  as  it  regards  the  illuftration  of 
the  text,  fome  atonement,  it  muft  be  confefled,  is 
made  by  the  preface,  wherein,  as  if  the  author  had 
referved  himfelf  for  one  great  effort  of  his  genius,  all 
the  powers  of  eloquence  and  critical  erudition  are 
difplayed.  In  truthj  it  is  an  elTay  on  dramatic  poeTy  in 
general,  in  which,  widi  a  degree  of  perfpicacity  that 
had  never  before  been  exercifed  on  the  fubjc£l,  lie  has 
exhibited  the  perfections  of  his  author  in  a  blaze  of 
fplendour  that  diftrads  us  with  its  radiance.  To 
attemper  our  admiration,  he  has,  however,  thought 
fit  to  note  the  flumbers  of  even  this  great  genius, 
his  violations  of  hiftorical  truth,  his  deviations  from 
dramatic  regularity,  his  low  conceits,  and  the 
frequent  recurrence  of  fcenes  that  fufpend  aftions 
of  importance,  and,  wherever  interpofed,  are  ex- 
crefcences ;  and  this  not  in  a  ftyle  of  perfiin£lory 
difqulfition,  but  with  fuch  a  degree  of  afperity  as 
critics  difcover  when  they  are  criticifmg  the  works 
of  a  rival. 

For  thus  detracting  from  the  merit  of  his  fevw- 
rite,  Mr.  Garrick  was  to  the  higheft  degree  exafpc- 
rated  with  Johnfon :  he  reproached  him,  though  not 
to  his  face,  with  want  of  feeling  and  the  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  of*  wliich,  he  faid,  he  underftood 
nothing,  but  what  he  had  learned  from  books : — — 

'  AU 
t 
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*  All  that  he  writes,'  added  he,  *  comes  from  his  head : 

<  Shakefpeare,  when  he  fat  down  to  write,  dipped  his 

*  pen  into  his  own  heart*.' 

"  The  recolIeAion  of  this  forcible  and  juft  expreffion,  vHuA 
Mr-  Garrick  uttered  to  mc,  indncei  me  to  telate  a  trmfafliog, 
that  may  lierve  to  prove,  how  deeply  Shakefpeare  waj  fkilled  in 
the  fcience  of  human  nature,  and  that  hit  imaginatioa  could  fug. 
geft'fcntimenti  and  language  fuiuble  to  chanftera  and  rituationi, 
with  which  he  amid  not  be  fuppofed  ever  to  have  been  convcr- 
fant.  No  one  thinlu  that  he  had  ever  been  a  witnds  to  Ibch  a 
Icene  ai  that  in  Macbeth,  where  the  lady,  who  had  excited  hor 
linlband  to  the  murder  of  the  king,  is  herielf  reliralued  Jrom 
die  perpetratian  of  it  hy  the  fole  reflefiion,  that  in  hit  fleep  he 
tcfembted  her  father :  yet  fee  bow  woDderfoUy  hit  rc^rcfentauon 
of  it  accords  frith  the  workings  of  nature. 

A  few  years  lince,  and  while  I  was  chairman  of  the  quarter- 
feffions  for  the  county  of  Middlefcx,  an  indiAment  came  befiue 
me  for  trial  at  HickaVhall,  the  ground  whereof  was  the  follow-  ' 
ing  cafe.  A  veflel,  moored  by  a  hawfrr  or  oible-R^,  was  l^n; 
in  the  Tbamei  near  WapjMng,  at  a  dine  n^ien-  a  barge  ww 
driving  up  die  river  with  fo  flrong  a  tide,  that  the  men  oa  board 
her  were  in  great  danger  of  running,  as  they  call  it,  athwait 
'  die  hawfer  and  of  overfetting.  To  prevent  this  mifchief,  a  youn^ 
adive  man,  who  guided  the  barge,  leaped  into  the  vefle],  a  libenjr 
in  fuch  cafei  always  allowed,  and  loofening  the  end  of  ttlb  haw&r 
from  wbU  it  W9«  ded  to,  let  it  drop.  The  men  on  boatd  the 
Tcffcl,  ignorant  perhaps  of  the  nfage,  oppofed  the  young  maa 
ID  his  attempt,  and  a  fray  enfiied,  ia  which,  provoked  to  refin- 
ance, he  feized  a  hand-fpike,  and  with  it  knocked  one  of  the 
Aulors  down.  The  noife  of  this  fenflle  drew  up  the  mailer,  a  per- 
fbn  advanced  in  years,  who  all  the  triiile  was  under  deck,  and  he 
being  told  what  had  pafTed,  alked  the  ftranger  what  he  meqnt  bjr 
jcnocking  his  man  down. — '  1  did  it,'  anfwercd  he,  '  in  my  owa 
■  defence  ;    and  if  you  had  been  in  his  place,  and  your  old  grey 

<  locks  had  not  put  me  in  mind  of  my  own  &ther,  I  would  have 
'  knocked  yon  down  too.* — The  vtfy  Sentiment  that  reOraine^ 
)ady  Macbeth  from  the  murder  of  Duncan :    . 

«  ■■!  Had  h*  not  refembled 

f  Mv  fatltfr  at  he  flept,  I  had  don't,'    - 

Johnfoa^ 
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Johnfon  feemcd  w  be  confcious  that  this  work, 
would  fall  (bort  of  the  expedtacions  it  had  raifcd,  and 
endeavoured  to  ward  off  the  cenfure  of  thepublic  hy 
an  mfinuation  in  the  preface^  that  his  friends  had  been 
backward  in  furnifliing  him  with  afliftance.  The 
paflTage  is  pretty  ftrongly  pointed,  ai)d  is  here  given 
in  his  own  words. 

*  Having  clafled  the  obfervadons  of  odien,  I  way 
■  at  1^  to  try  what  1  could  fubftitutc  for  their  mif- 

*  takes,  and  how  I  could  fiipply  their  omifTions.    I 

*  collated  fuch  copies  a^  I  could  procure,  apd  wilhcd 
'  for  more,  but  have  not  found  the  collcftors  of  thefc 

*  rarities  very  cocmnunicative.  Of  the  editions  which 
'  chance  or  kindnefs  put  into  my  hands,  I  have  given 

*  an  enumeration,  that  I  may  not  be  blamed  for  n^- 

*  le&iag  what  I  had  not  the  power  to  do.' 

Few  there  were  who  faw  this  patTag?,  and  knew 
that  Mr.  Garrick  had  the  earliell:  editions  of  all 
Shakdpeare's  plays,  but  conftrued  this  into  a  re- 
proach on  himt  in  tliat  fenfe  he  underftood  it, 
and  it  gave  him  great  offence.  _  To  clear  himfclf  of 
the  imputation  of  a  condudl  fo  unfriendly,  be  pro- 
eefted  to  me,  that  his  coUcftion  had  ever  been  ac- 
ceffible  to  Johnfon,  and  that  himfelf  had  fignified, 
that  any  or  all  the  books  in  it  were  at  hjs  fcrvice  ; 
and,  farther  to  convince  me,  he,  at  the  next  vifit  I 
made  him,  c^ed  in  his  man  Charles,  and  bade  him 
relate  to  me  his  inftruftions  rcfpcfting  the  ufe  of  his 
library,  or  the  loan  of  books  to  Johnfon. — *  Sir,'  faid 
the  man,  *I  was  told  to  let  Mr.' Johnfon  have  what- 

*  ever  books  he  wviscd ;  but  he  never  applied  for 

*  any*.*  Ta 

*  Mr.  Ganick  knew  not  what  Hf^iM  he  ran  by  this  offer.   John-, 

bq 
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To  fay  Ac  truth,  Mr.  Garrick  was  rather  forward 
In  offering  the  ufe  of  his  library  to  the  writers  of  dw 
time :  he  did  it  to  Mr.  Whalley,  when  editing  die 
works  of  Ben  Jonfon,  and  to  Dr.  Percy,  the  colleftor 
and  publilher  of  the  '  Reliques  of  ancient  Englifh 
*  poetry.'  ^  His  view,  as  I  conjeflure,  was,  to  receive^ 
in  return  for  his  kindnefs,  thanks,  with  perhaps  fotne 
additional  compliment ;  and  in  thefe  two  inftances  be 
,  was  gratified  with  both.  I 'imagine  that  Johnfon  was 
unwilling  to  buy  the  favour,  intended  him  at  that 
price,  and  that  therefore  he  declined  it. 

We  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  publication  of 
Shakeipearc,  a  work  undertaken  without  any  im- 
pulfe,  and  executed  with  reluiflance,  would  greatly 
add  to  the  literary  reputation  of  Johnfon  i  yet  fuch 
was  the  character  he  had  acquired  by  his  diftionary, 
and  other  of  his  writings,  that  the  heads  of  die  uni-  , 
vcrfity  of  Dublin  thought  him  worthy  of  the  higheft 
academical  honour  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  con- 
fer, and  accordingly,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  July 
1765,  he  was,  by  them,  prefented  with  a  diploma, 
creating  him  doftor  in  both  laws ;  a  diftinfKon  tlie 
more  to  be  valued  as  it  wai  unfolicited,  and  a  volun-. 
tary  tcftimony  of  the  efteem  in  which  he  was  held  bjr 
that  learned  body.  The  caufes  afligncd  for  beftowing 

ion  lutd  fo  Arange  a  fivgetfulnefs  of  oMigstitHta  of  this  fort,  thit 
few  who  lent  him  books  ever  faw  them  again.  Among  the  book* 
in  his  library,  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  I  found  a  very  old  and 
curious  edition  of  the  works  of  Politian,  wMch  appeared  to 
■belong  to  Pembroke  college,  Oxford.  It  was  probably  taken 
out  of  the  library  v/hcn  he  was  preparing  to  publilh  a  part  of  that 
uitho-,  viz.  in  1734,  and  had  been  ufifd  as  his  own  for  upwards  of 
fifty  yean. 
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it  are  contained  in  the  following  words*  part  of  the 
inftniment,  *  ob  egregiam  fcriptorum  clegantiam  ct 
•  utilitatcm.* 

His  great  affeftion  for  our  own  univerfities,  and  par- 
ticularly his  attachment  toOxford,  prevented  Johnfon 
£fom  receiving  this  honour  as  it  was  intended,  and  he 
never  aflumed  the  title  which  it  confeired.  He  was 
as  litde  pleaTed  to  be  called  Doftor  in  confcquerfcc 
of  it,  as  he  was  with  the  title  of  Domine,  which 
a  friend  of  his  once  incautioufly  addrcHed  htm  by. 
He  thought  it  alluded  to  his  having  been  a  fchool- 
mafterj  and,  though  he  has  ably  vindicated  Milton 
from  the  reproach  that  Salmafius  meant  to  Bx  on 
him,  by  faying  that  he  was  of  that  profeflion*,  he 
wifhed  to  have  it  forgot,  that  himfelf  had  ever  been 
driven  to  it  as  the  m^ns  of  fubfiftence,  and  had  ikiled 
in  the  attempt. 

Johnfon  was  now  arrived  at  the  fifty-fixth  year  of 
his  age,  and  had  actually  attained  to  that  ftate  of 
independence,  which  before  he  could  only  afFeft. 
He  was  now  in  pofTcflion  of  an  income  that  freed 
him  from  the  apprehenfions  of  want,  and  exempted 
ium  from  the  neceffity  of  mental  labour.  He  had 
dlfcharged  his  obligations  to  the  public,  and,  with  no 
Incumbrance  of  a  family,  or  any  thing  to  controul  his 
■wilhes  or  defires,  he  had  his  mode  of  living  to  chufe-, 
Bleft  mth  what  was  to  him  a  competence,  he  had  it 
now  in  his  power  to  ftudy,  to  meditate,  and  to  put  ia 
praftice  a  variety  of  good  rcfolutions,  which,  almoft 
from  hia  Rrfi  entrance  into  life,  he  had  been  making. 

*  See  his  life  of  Milton  imong  the  lircs  of  tbe  poeti. 

Some 
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Some  fpccimens  of  thefe  have  been  given  inacoIleAion 
of  prayers  and  devotional  cxerciles  lately  pubUlhed  by 
kis  direction,  to  which  I  could  add  a  great  number. 
They  are  the  effufions  of  a  fervent  piety,  and  the 
refult  of  moft  fevere  examinations  of  himfclf  in  his 
hours  of  retirement ;  and  have  for  their  objefts,  early 
riling,  a  good  ufe  of  time,  abftinence,  the  ftudy  of 
the  Scriptures,  and  a  conftant  attendance  on  divine 
worlhipi  in  the  performance  of  all  which  duties  he 
feems  to  conftrue  his  frequent  interruptions  into  cri- 
minal remiflhefe.  One  extraft  from  his  diary  I  how-r 
ever  here  infert,  for  the  purpofc  of  fliewing  the  ftate 
of  his  mind  at  about  the  b^inning  of  the  year 
1766. 
*  Since  the  laft  reception  of  the  Sacrament,  I  hope  I 

*  have  no  otherwife  grown  worfe,  than  as  continuance 

*  in  fin  makes  the  linner's  condition  nwre  dangerous. 

*  Since  laft  New-year's  day,  I  have  rifcn  every  morning 

*  by  eight,  at  leaft,  not  after  nine :  which  is  more 

*  fuperiority  over  my  habia  than  I  have  ever  before 

*  been  able  to  obtain.    Scruples  ftill  diftrefs  me.  My 

*  refoludon,  widi  the  blefling  of  God,  is,  to  contend 
'  with  them,  and,  if  I  tan,  to  conquer  them. 

*  My  refolutions  are* 

*  To  conquer  fcruplest 

*  To  read  the  bible  this  year. 

*  To  tiy  to  rife  more  early. 
■  To  ftudy  divinity. 

*  To  live  methodically. 

*  To  oppofe  idlenefs. 

*  To  frequent  divine  worihip.* 
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Ic  was  a  frcguenc  pradice  with  him,  in  hb  addrcHis 
to  the  divine  Majefty,  to  commemorate  and  recom-t 
mend  to  mercy  his  wife  and  deported  friends ;  and 
the  knowledge  thereof  has  induced  a  fufpicion,  that 
he  adopted  die  Romifh  tenet  of  Purgatory*  To 
dear  his  memory  from  this  imputation,  I  am  ne- 
cefiitated  to  mention  a  few  particulars  which  t 
learned  from  him  in  convcrfau<»i>  that  may  ferve 
tQ  ihew,  that  no  fuch  concluAon  is  to  be  drawn 
{com  his  practice  in  this  refpeft}  for  that -his  ac- 
quiefcence  therein  arofe  from  a  controverfy,  which, 
adjout  the  year  1715,  was  agitated  between  certain 
divines  of  9  Froteftant  communion,  tb^K  profdTed 
to  deny,  not  lefs  than  they  did  the  do6trine  of 
traafubftantiation,  that  of  purgatory^ 

Thefe  were,  the  non-juring  clergy  of  the  time;  of 
whiCKn,  and  alio  of  their  writings,  Johnfon  was  ever 
ufed  to  fpeak  with  great  refpeft.  One  of  them.  Dr. 
Thomas  Bt«tt,  was  a  man  profoundly  fkilled  in  ritual 
literature,  as  appears  by  a  diffcrtation  of  his,  printed^ 
t(^ther  with  a  coUe^ion  of  ancient  liturgies,  in  1 7  20*] 
pud  he,  as  I  infer  from  the  ftyle  of  die  book  and  the 
method  of  reafoning  therein,  wrote  a  traA  intided, 

*  Rcafons  for  reftoring  fome  prayers  and  direftions,   , 

*  as  they  iland  in  the  communion-fcrvice  of  the  firft 

*  Englifti  reformed  Haurgy,  compiled  by  the  bifliops 

*  in  the  fccond  and  third  years  of  king  Edward 

*  VI.'  among  which  he  argues  for  the /oUowing  pe- 

*  Johnron  once  told  me,  he  had  heard  hw  lather  fay,  that  when 
he  wu  young  in  trade,  king  BdwBtd.the  fixth'i  h&.  liturgy  wa» 
much  enquired  for,  and  fetched  a  treat  price ;  but  that  the  pabli' 
cation  of  this  l>aofc,  which  contained  the  whole  commuDion  offics 
ai  it  ftandt  in  the  ibnner,  reduced  the  price  of  it  to  that  of  a  con- 
a<m  book. 

8  tidon, 
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tition,  pait  6f  die  p^er  fof^  the  whole  (tace  of 
Cbrift's  chotxrhi  fince  called  a  prayer  for  the  whole 
flattof  Chfiifs  church  militant  here  on  earth.    '  Wo 

*  cwnmend  unto  thy  mercye,  O  Lord,  all  other  thy 

*  feruauntes,  which  ^  departed  hence  fron^  us,  with 

*  the  lipic  of  faydie,  and  nowe  do  refte  in  the  flepc  of 

*  peace :    Graunte  unto  them,  we  bcfeche  thee,  thy 

*  mercy,  and  cuerlafiyng  peace,  and  that  at  the  daie 

*  o(  the  gKierall  refturccclon,  we  and  all  they  which 

*  bceofthemiilicallbodyofthyfonne,niay altogether 

*  bee  fet  on  his  right  hand,  and  heare  that  his  moft 

*  ioyfiill  voice :  Come  unto  me,  O  ye  that  be  bleffed 

*  of  my  father,  and  poflefle  the  kingdome  whiche  ia 

*  prepared  for  you  from  the  begynningof  theworlde  s 

*  Graunt  this,  O  Father,  for  Jefus  Chriftes  lake,  our 

*  onelymcdiatourandaduocate.' 

He  firft  Ihews,  that  the  recommending  the  dead  to 
the  mercy  of  God  is  nothing  of  the  remains  of  popeiy, 
but  a  conftant  ulage  of  the  primidve  church,  and  for 
this  aflerdon,  he  produces  the  authority  of  TertuUian, 
who  flouriOied  within  an  hundred  years  after  the  death 
of  the  apoftk  St.  John,  and  alio,  the  authority  of  St. 
Cyprian,  St.  Cyril,  St,  Ambrofe,  St.  Epiphanius,  St, 
Chryfoftom,  and  St.  Auguftine,  by  citations  from  the 
feyoal  writings  of  thofe  fathers. 

He  then  ai^ues,  that  this  cuftom  neither  liippoles 
the  modern  put^ory,  nor  gives  encouragement  to 
libertiniiiii  and  vicej  that  the  ancient  church  be- 
lieved the  recommending  the  dead  a  ferviceable 
ofGcej  that  the  cuftom  feems  to  have  gone  upon 
this  principle,  that  fupreme  happincfs  is  not  to  be 
etpcftcd  till  the  lefurrcftion,  and  that  the  interval 

Vol.  T.  G  g  becv/csn 
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between  death  and  th<  «nd  of  ch«  vortd  is  a  ftzto  of 
imperCfd  blifs :  the  cbunrh  therefiire*.ooiieludes  hey 
might  believe  h^  priQpers  for  good  paof>le  would 
improve  their  condinoib  aod  rufe  eke  buAStiom  ot 
this  period. 

No  one  will  (if  ibu  tbefe  are  mC«n  authQritie«>  or 
object  to  the  iK^i<=«  of  thus  recommendti^  the  dc»d, 
as  an  innovatioo.  excepting  thofe  perfont  who  rgcft 
all  tradition  in  roacters  of  reli^on.  Bacer  was  one 
that  did>  aod,  therefore,  heii%  coofuked  in  the  reinifal 
of  Kipg  Edward's  firft  liturgy,  he  aiguedt  that  dure 
being  no  exivefi  narrun  ia  Scripture  for  the  praftice, 
prayer  for  the  dead  was  finful;  and,  a{^:ordingl7,  the 
wards  ccMitended  for  were  omitted  in  the  fecond. 

This  traft  was,  with  great  acutene&,  and  no  le6 
learning,  anfwered  by  another  Qonjuriag  divine,  in 
oof  intitled  *  No  f«Sci.efic  reafbtts  for  reftoriag  fume 
<  prayers  aod  dir«fliQu  of  lunc  Edward  thtfixik's 
'  litiygy.'  A  reply  was  ^ven  to  it,  and.the-'OontrQ.- 
yerfy  was  carried  on  to  a  gr^c  length  i  the  refolt  of;  ic 
was,  a  fchifm  among  the  noi^urops.:  thofe,  foimftoni^ 
the  pra)'ers,coj,»piledi3neW'COi:nnu)nioa-^affiec<;  otherc, 
who  were  agaiftH;  widening  the  breach  with  the  nati- 
onal church,  chofe  to  abide  Iqr.thc  prefent  (tuvcti  and 
this  divcrfity  of  rentiinea«s.ami  praiUce  was,  as  Johw- 
foa once- told  mc,  the  ruinof  the-nonjuringcao^ 
-  In  the  fludy  of  thja  coacroverfy,  which  I  Juve  na^ 
fun  to  think,  intereftcd  Johnfon  Veiy  deeply^  he  fenr& 
to  iuvc  taken  part  with  Dr.  Brett: and.  the  feparsti^ 
hts  foRowcFs,  whofe  coodufl  is  accounuod  for  aad 
vindicated,  in  the  dilfertaooa  on.  licttcgies.  liiote- 
mentioned. 

Such 
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Such  as  are  dilpofed  to  charge  Jolinfoti  with  *t4ft- 
mh  ind  flfprrftition,  dndare  fb  weak  cts  to  inftnuatt 
Alrf,  becauft  ht  recommended  his  deceired  *ife  ihd 
ffiefids  to  the  dlvfne  mtrcy,  (ttioilgh  iWth  the  qu^i- 
fyiftg  words,  •  fo  ftr  as  it  may  be  lawful')  h*  niuft  hiti 
been  pdpHhly  iffefttd,  or  a  believer  In  the  dofliiirf  rf  ' 
pufgdtolry,  may  hence  leit-n  to  Be  lefs  fevere  in  their 
iJenftJresj  ind  lament  thtir  ignbrance  ofeccfcfi^fcal 
hiftory,  *Meh  would  have  taught  (hern,  that  the  prac- 
fice  prei^iled,  long  bifore  pdpiry  was  eftabEfhed,  ot 
purgatbry  thdught  of  f  amd  Hist,  though  rt  ihajf  noc 
t]p6n  the  whole  be  defeiii%le>  there  h  more  to  Be 
faid  for  ir,  i^an  maify  of  the  enemiei  to  his  memory 
sire  able  to  anfwcr  *. 

And  to  Aofe  of  Ms  fritrids,  who  think  that,  fdt  the 
lake  of  his  reputation,  tfife  prayers  and  meditations, 
in  which  thefc  fentimiiics  hare  appcTired,  (hould  have 
been  fijpprdlfcd,  ii  ought  furcly  to  be  an  anftrW, 
that  they  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  reverend 
divine,  *h6,  to  my  knowledge,  attended  him  With 
great  afFcftiort  and  affiduity  through  his  laft  iflnefs, 
With  an  e*prefs  charge  to  commit  dicm  to  the  prefs* 
and  who,  if  he  had  forborne  this  friendly  office,  hftd 
deprived  a^  chiu'ita[)le  and  laudable  inftitudon  of  a  be- 
nefit, which  the  performance  of  it  was  ihteiiddd  to 
confer. 

With  a'  T^ew  to  irrtprbve  the  leifure  hi  now'  enjoye^. 
and  fccnlin^  determined  to  reform  thoR  habits  of 
indolence,  wfiidii  in  Ac  fonnci^  part  of  hi*  fife,  hc'Kad 

*  Jahofen  ht  iit  wly  y**fi  aOonllbii  wirt  tbia  ftfl  of-Boi0iirew, 
nd&oqitheB,  prvbibly,  io^ibcdiafiiref  hit  rcligioni  ud  pdi.  - 
tiod  priMtfdet. 

G  g  s  contrafte^ 
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contraftffd,  he  removed  from  the  Temple  into  a  hmrie 
in  Johnfon's  court.  Fleet  ftrcet,  and  invited  thither 
his  friend  Mrs.  Williams.  An  upper  room,  which 
had  the  advantages  of  a  good  light  and  free  air>  he 
fitted  up  for  a  ftudy,  and  furailhed  with  books,  chofert 
wirfi  fo  little  regard  to  editions  or  their  eternal  ap- 
pearance, as  ihewed  they  were  intended  for  ufe,  and 
diat  he  difdiuned  the  oftentation  of  learning.  Here, 
fie  was  in  a  fituation  and  circumftances  that  en- 
abled him  to  enjoy  the  vifits  of  his  friends,  and  to 
receive  them  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  rank  and 
condition  of  many  of  them.  A  filver  ftandifh,  and 
fome  ufeful  plate,  which  he  had  been  prevailed  on  to 
accept  as  pledges  xi(  kindnefs  from  fome  who  moft 
efteemed  him,  teacher  with  furniture  that  would  not 
have  dlfgraced  a  better  dwelling,  banilhed  thofe  ap- 
pearances of  fqualid  indigence,  which,  iii  his  lefs 
happy  days,  difgufted  thofe  who  came  to  fee 
him. 

In  one  of  his  diaries  he  noted  down  a  refolution 
to  take  a  feat  in  the  church :  this  he  might  poffibly 
do  about  the  time  of  this  his  removal.  The  church 
he  frequented  was  that  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  which, 
though  not  his  parUh-church,  he  [Jreferred  to  that  of 
the  Temple,  which  I  recommended  to  him,  as  being 
free  from  noife,  and,  in  other  refpefts,  more  commo- 
dious. His  only  reafon  was,  that  in  the  former  he 
was  beft  known.  He  was  not  conftant  in  his  at- 
tendance on  divine  worlhip ;  but,  from  an  opinion 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  which  he  once  intimated  to 
me,  feemed  to  watt  for  fon:ic  fecrct  tmpulfe  as  a  fflo- 
bve  to  it. 

Icoulft 
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I  couid  never  coUeft  from  his  difcourie,  that  hf 
was  drawn  to  public  worihip  by  the  charms  of  pul- 
pit eloquence,  or  any  affcftion  for  popular  preachers, 
who>  in  general,  are  the  worft  {  nor  can  I  fonn  any 
judgment  of  the  value  he  fet  on  it^  having  never  been 
prefent  with  him  at  church  but  once,  and  that  at  a 
time,  whai,  in  compliment  to  him,  as  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed,  the  preacher  gave  us  a  fennon,  that  red  like 
■z  Saturday's  Rambler*,  and  was,  by  n^any.-foon  cUf- 
covered  to  have  been  caft  in  the  fame  mouM,  or,  iA 
other  words,  of  Johnfon's  compoGng  j  but  he  ftemed 
to  think  it  a  duty  co  accept  in  good  part  the  endea- 
vours of  all  public  inftru^rs,  however  meanly  qua- 
lifted  for  the  oifice,  and  ever  to  foii>ear  exerciling 
his  critical  talents  on  the  effufions  of  men  inferior  in 
learning  and  abilities  to  himfelf.  Probably  he,  qd 
fnch  occalions,  recollected  the  quaint  dilticb  of  Her- 
bert: 

*  The  woril  have  fomcthing  good  t  where  aU  wint 

^  fenfe, 
'  God  takes  the  text  and  preacheth  patience.' 

Or  he  nught  have  red,  among  the  eflays  of  the 
Meflieui?  pf  Port- Royal,  one  that  teaches  us  how  to 
proBt  by  bgd  preaching. 

The  Supdays  which  he  pafled  at  home  were,  ne- 
vcrthelelfi,  ipetjp  in  private  wercifes  of  devotion  f, 

and 

*  The  Ramblert  pitblifl)e4  oa  Sktnrdays  were  generally  on  reli- 
gious or  moral  fubjefis. 

t  He  VM  accnftomed  on  thefe  days  to  read  the  ScripCuret,  and 

panictilarly  (he  Credc  T«ftament,  with  ^  pinphrafe  of  Erafmiu. 

Gg3  Verr 
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^d  ftiK^ifipd  by  ads  qf  ch^i^  qf  4  filjguJBr  Icind : 
0(1  that  ^^  hfi  acwptp}  of  oa  invitation  afjtro^t  but 
g^YC  »  4ini^cr  to  iuch  of  his  popr  ^ieiuils  m  might  d^ 
fayc  g^vp  witt^out  doc 

He  had  Unle  now  to  cpnOiifl  lyidi  hu^  TfH*^  hf 
failed  his  niorbid  melanchpjly,  ^hichj  fhough  (^kpicf- 
Iive>  had  icf  intf nniffions,  and  left  htm  the  tree  exr 
(rcifc  of  all  his  facuUies,  aiKl  the  power  of  enjayin^ 
[he  coinyeHation  of  his  nuinerous  (rieo*^  aivl  viiitajits. 
Thcli;  reliefs  he  owed  ifi  ^  great  ineaAu-e  to  the  ule 
(^  ophiin,  which,  as  I  have  ellewhcre  mentioned,  I^ 
tfas  accuftcwned  to.  take  in  higp  quaotides,  the  effe^ 
syhereof  wa<  gi:nera],)y  fuch  an  exhila^^f  of  his 
fipirics  v  hjC  fooy^Dqncs  &)fpe&ed  for  intoxication. 

1  ^  Qow  about  to  incn;ipi^  a  remarkably  era  of 
f)is  liJEe,  (^Oioguiihed  by  a  ^oiinexion  that,  for  many 
yc3n>  Tf^.9i  (burce  of  greaf  fauf faAion  ^d,  cQpifoFC 
to  him.  It  was  a  friendihip,  contracted,  as  his  dial? 
imports,  in  1765,  with  Mr.  Thrale,  a  brewer,  in 
Southwarkj  who,  though  a  follower  of  a  tcade,  which 
i{i  other  countries  is  lightly  thought  q^  yet  as  in  this  it 
implies  great  opulence,  ^d  the  power  of  conducing 
in  various  ways  to  the  interelh  of  the  communicy, 
ranked  as  a  gendeman.  He  had  received  the  be- 
nefit of  an  univerlity  education,  and  was  a  rcprefcn- 
tative  in  parliament,  as  his  father  had  been,  for  the 
above-mentioned  borough ;  and  in  every  view  of  his 
charadcr,  could  not  but  be  deemed  a  vahiable  addi- 

Very  late  in  his  life  he  formed  a  refolation  to  read  the  bible  throagh, 
Vtrliicb  he  confelTed  to  mc  he  had  never  done  ;  at  the  fame  tirae  la- 
menting, that  he  had  fa  longocrieficd  to  pcfiife,  what  he  called  dw 
cbarter  of  his  falvatton. 
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dm  n>  the  nuffiber  «f  J«hiifon'«  friehds.  To 
Ms  villa  at  Strcadlam,  ia  Stiney,  J«hnfofl  w« 
inrabdj  not  as  a  gueft,  but  as  a  nSant,  wheMVer 
he  wai  di^t^ed  to  tfaonge  the  tbwn  for  the  coun- 
trf  aif :  for  his  accommodatioa,  an  apmmeM  was 
aUfttced  t  lor  his  cnteFraiiimtmtj  a  library  was  fur-- 
niflMd  «aili  foch  books  u  htrhfelf  chofb,  and  litile  was 
vramn^  to  pttfaa^  him,  thft,  ith^n  at  Stttatham,  h^ 
w«  at  home.  He  foon  experienecd  the  falutary  ef- 
fe^  of  his  new  abode,  afld  there  is  little  doubt  chat 
to  it  he  waB  indebted  for  fofne  years  of  his  fife. 

It  might  have  been  expeOxd  that  Johnfon^  in  ithe 
ciify  circumftances  in  which  he  had  for  feme  time  felt 
himfclf,  and  with  fuch  a  love  of  independence  as  he 
a^^efted,  would  have  declined  obligations  that  he  was 
tinable  to  repay,  at  leaft  in  kind;  but  he  knew 
thtt  -friisikdfhip  weighs  Tiet  in  a  b^asce  the  fa- 
vwuM  'K  eonfers.  Mr.  "thraJe's  (erftters  carried  m 
them  all  the  evidences  of  fincerity,  and  he  had  the 
example  of  men,  equaUy  wife  with  himfclf,  to  juftify 
his  acceptanee  of  fiich  iHvications  as  were  now  made . 
bint*.    The  mky  obtigatnn  I^ey  frfbjedied  him  to 

Was, 

.  *  The  inftwicn  of  thii  kUd,  that  o(!car  In  die  lives  of  embjent 
men,  to  Tpeak  of  tWe  df  thii  country  only,  are  not  few.  Hobbes 
of  Malmelbui^,  paflcd  many  years  of  hu  life  in  philofophical  re- 
tirement at  Chacfwoith,  in  the  family  of  the  earl  of  Devonihire  ; 
memoriali  thereof  were  formerly  vijible  in  Latin  verfes,  written 
by  him,  with  a  diamond,  on  Uke  windows  of  the  houTe.  Selden,  at 
the  countefa  of  Kent'i  in  White -friars,  adjoining  to  the  Temple. 
Mr.  Locke  was  confidered  as  one  of  the  family  of  tady  Mafham, 
at:  Oates  in  the  coahty  of  B&ex.  She  )yai  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Ralph  . 
Cudwortbi  a  woman  of  fu«h  enunence  (w  learning  and  piety,  that 
Gg4  the 
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was,  chat  of  fupporting  his  charaftcTi  and,  in  a  {unify 
where  thete  were  many  vifitants,  furnifhing  fuch  coni 
vcriiuion,  as  was  to  he  expef^  from  a  man  who 
had  diftinguUhed  himfdf  by  his  learning,  his  wit. 
and  his  eloquence.  This,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  wa* 
8.  burdenfome  calk  to  one  who^  like  others,  muft  he 
fyppofed  to  have  had  his  iombrous  intervals*  and, 
in  the  hour  of  repletion,  to  wiih  for  the  indulgence 
c^  being  filentv  or,  at  leaf^  of  talking  like  other  men, 
To  be  centioually  uttering  ;(pophthegRUi  or  fpeedies 
worthy  of  remembrance,  was  ipore  ^an  c{n44  l^ve 
been  expe£ted  of  Socrates  t<    . 

Befides 

Ae  book  intitledi  '  The  whole  dnty  of  dh^'  was,  ibr  Ibme  tiMCi, 
btlievrd  tg  be  of  lier  wridag  ;  and  liAly,  Dr.  f fuc  Watu  Jb^nd  a 
comferuble  retreat  &Dm  die  caret  td  the  world,  in  the  fitmilf  of 
Sir  Thonui  Abney,  aii4  hu  wafky  defccndantsi  at  Newington  in 
Middlefex.  Johnlbn'ifitaatioii,  iuMr.Thrale'i  family,  wat  not  lb 
conAant  and  uninterrupted  u  was  that  of  the  perfoos  abOTC-men'; 
tioncd  b  their  feveral  abodes  ;  bnt,  in  reTpeA  of  the  liberties  al- 
lowed him,  and  the  kindnefs  with  which  he  was  treated,  the  com- 
parifim  is  no  way  to  the  diJadnntage  of  tlus  his  friend. 

.f  What  were  Johnfon's  fentlment)  of  a  lituatiott  like  this,  may. 
be  gathered  irom  the  following  note,  which  I  meet  with  in  his  ad- 
ver£uia,  or  coUeftiaiis  for  the  Rambler,  now  in  my  pofleffion,  and 
fpcdcen  of  in  a  preceding  page.  ' 

'  Philomei^i  invited  to  the  houfe  of  Largiu  in  the  country,  at 

*  a  wit.     Largui  means  to  crediE  himfelf  by  his  acquaintance^ 

*  calli  in  the  country  to  be  entertained — they  come,  big  with  ex- 
'  ps^tion,  fiillof  awe.  Silent,  therefore,  I  fiient-T-Difiippointed— 
'  Largu)  chagrined-— Behaviour  of  boors  before  a  wit— their  eager* 

■  nefi,  cxpeAation,  furprife,  at  any  thing  common.  1  near  dolt— 
'  Clcora,  a  lady  dreaded  for  her  elegance  and  knowledge,  came 
'  by  chance  ;  I  Ihone  :  I  now  am  prond  ;  nobody  worth  fpeaking 

■  to.     Inform  them,  Mr.  Rambler,  that  no  man  can  be  a  wit  U 

*  pieafurc,  or  eonverfe  wittily  by  himfelf.— I  was  at  firft  invited 
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:  Befidra  the  cohvenienccs  for  ftudy^  with  which  he 
vus  fumilhed  at  Screatham,  he  hid  ^^iportunities  of 
CXCfcifCi,  and  the  pleafure  <^  airings  and  excurfiom. 
He  vas  once  prevuled  on  bf  Mr.  Tfarak  to  join  ia 

f  to  uhlef-,-,my  fnend  now  joei  witlfovt  me — I  refirau,  not 

•  direfl, 

*  Nothing foBnfortaiuM  uawitby  pralUnon,  on*  whoraiftiet- 
f  pedation  at  hit  enti^-r^my*  in  debt— many  jwy  uMi  ■•"fnnn 
1  places— Dthen  ^niyilluig  to  {Muf  «^  wtiat  ch*nce  hM  hnpgfat 
'  them,  fpend  their  Uvc}  in  ftniniaj,  oi  get  U  one  place  to  roail 

'in  another.  Wir  Hqwnd»  ppm  ■  ftyTyfaw^  rjifiif  Ififl) an  J^ffH^ifin, 

f ''conbiniiion  of  ideai,  jteteaet  of  mind,  time,  acddcntil  Su 
f  That  lExcel  in  wit  will  own  it  ii  vety  Unl*  in  %  maa'i  poww. 
f  That  no  nun  can  appoint  an  hottr  in  which  lie  will  b*  wit^, 

*  fi^e  luckieft-thoughtsfiichsaaiBaaaot  led  tobyai<^gM)artnia. 
:  ;  f  The  mind  of  a  witty  ouMi  the  lul  in  whi<;h  wit  planted  growlibnt 

.  f ,  few  cultivate,  A  man,  many  dtqnghti  in  walk,  bed,  which  when 
'  he  has  hia  pen  and  paper  he  cannot  recover.  PoUvoffoficring 
f  repatation  to  depend  on  a  repartee  whidi  often  faronn  the  dull, 
f  The  lirft  principle  of  wit  out  of  onr  power.  ScaligerS  genius, 
f  The  EngUlb—Mifcry  of  writiiig  withont  the  rein  then  flowing, 

*  The  happy  have  their  days,  and  the  nnluq^,  and  the  genius 
f  the  happy,  who  has  flows  often  and  knows  thor  value.  The 
'  little  power  men  havt  over  tbdrefibfions  Genius  made  ancients 
f  attribute  toimpnUe.' 

The  hints  here  infeited,  were  indnbitably  the  mdimcnti  of  a 
paper.  No.  loi,  in  the  Rambler,  the  concloding  paragraph  of 
which  is  in  the  fallowing  words  :  *  I  believe,  Ur.  Rambler,  tfcat  it 

*  has  Ibme  time  happened  toothers,  who  have  the  good  or  ill  finune 

•  to  be  celebrated  tor  wit*,  to  fall  nodcr  the  fameamTDrea  upon  die 
'.  like  occafions.  I  iiope,  therelbfc,  that  yon  will  prevent  any  mif. 
*.  reprefentationi  of  foch  failures,  by  remarking,  that  invention  is 
•.  not  wholly  at  the  command  of  its  pofieObr ;  Aat  the  power  of 
'  pleaiing  is  rery  often  obftraaed  by  the  defire  ;  that  all  expefla- 

*  tion  lelfcns  fttprife,  yet,  Ibme  furprile  is  neccffary  to  gaiety ;  and 
'  that  thofe  who  defire  to  partake  of  the  plcafure  of  wit,  muft  con- 

•  tribute  to  its  produaum,  fmce  the  mind  fUgnatcs  without  external 
•ventilation  i  and  that  effervefcence  of  the  fancy,  which  fiaflies  into 

•  tranfponj  can  be  raifed  only  by  the  iaftWion  of  diffimilar  ideas.' 

the 
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ifae  idesforct  of  the  dkaxx,  in  <i>faick  he  fhewed  htmiclf 
a  b^  ridBV^  he  eitfarr  le*p«l>  or  broke  throngfa, 
mii^of  thehedgratlat  obftruftedhtm.  Thishe4id, 
not  becaofe  be  vts  c^er  i»  the  purfint,  bvc,  »  lie 
fajdj  to  f^ve  ;he  trouble  of  alighting  atid  remounting. 
He  did  not  derive  the  plcafure  or  benefit  from  riding 
that  msoy  do :  it  had  no  tendency  to  raife  bis  ^- 
litftt  wd  be  once  told  bag  that,  in  a  jountey  on  hade- 
back,  he  fe^  aiRtep.  lit  the  exenifc  of  a  ajsteh  he 
had  great  delight;  it  affiirded  him  the  indulgence 
of  indolent  poftures»  an4»  as  I  difcovcrcd  when  I. 
have  had  him  in  my  own,  the  aoife  oi  it  a^fted  hi» 
bearing*. 

If  ewifiOt  be  fuppofed  hnt  that  thefe  indrdgences 
were  a  great  reKcf  to  Johnfon  in  his  declining  year-st 
thcyi  Bevetihele&,  indjlpolcd  himior  meditation  and 
nSUBaoAi  afkd»u  behwHMcdia  bi»diu7,aeening 
far  lim  naSoa  the  iFFcigHiaFky  of  the  ftmity,  k  broke 
his  habit  of  carif  riflng,  which  he  had  perfifted  in 
fittn  new-year's  day  1765^  to  about  the  midfiinamer 
foUonuigt*    ^  is  poflible  that  the  Umlyt  bad  titef 

btw 

•laDf.  Pspc'iWlih,  I  nwetwididtt  Mbwingnnte:  'Ibnw 
'  hMwn  feveraltwAo  CMld  iMar  bac  tioU  in  that  ckwiiba»>.  bm 
'  w4Hn.iitc>  wow  ia»  eoaak.  imdhig  i^««  Ae  ftonM  liewtweiy 

<  weil^    I  ti6k  lEiwr.a  lul^  i>.ESn.  whoft  mne  ma  T)>n«l. 

<  sdKs  wUl*  ft«  haiLoooalkHi  ta  difoMnfe.  tM  to  twu  a  gfMt 
'  dMun,  without  vrfacfe  Ac  ooiJA  no:  h«wr  st  «U  t    tta  iwfift 

■  wkercef  i«  thi»i    tie  naft  foeqocot  mrafc  of  deirfndt  is,  the 

■  irijuHitien  of  the  tympuiainur  dnmof  tlu  nr, 'dueh.  b]*  tbit 
''  violent  and  condm^:  agitation  of  the  air,  i>  «)tt«ndt>d.  nd 
*  nuiile  more  tight  and  fpringy,  and  better  icAefis  fimndTt  UIm  a 
'  dnun  new  bnccd.' 

f  <  Mardi  3.  I  hare  never,  I  Atnk  God>  finca  lunv  jKar** 
«  day,  devikud  from  tJie  pniftiJs  of  riiiog. 
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beqi  diipe&d  W  U,  mi^t  wkh  t%vi  «ni4  b*ve  com- 
j^;4ncd,  th^c  hp  iB»s  Unk  1^*  irngulitr,  $a4  that,  tf 
they  obliged  Him  tp  tw^W  Htt  refoluuon  of  fewly 
rifir\g,  Itf  oftes  pf«Y««ted  <|»eir  rrtiiing  to  reft,  «t » 
MoMt^c  hftur,  i^  he  miglit  not  W4W  the  gntifi- 

Alv>uc  tbU  Mitv.  Jp'hftffltn  HfHt  ttw  boneuf  of  a  can* 
vwiktion  with  bjs  majtfty*  hi  the  library,  at  tjhe  q«ficn'» 
hoitfe.  Wh:ejher  ?|*e  Qcc^fion  of  it  w?s  aceidjr.ul,  or 
otherwiie,  I  have  never  b««n  u^onn^  1  but  from  this 
accoviot  of  it,  giren  by  hii:n,  it  i^otded  hiiii  great  i.i- 
ti^&iari.  tffi  fp<>k-e  w  nw  of  the  kill's  bebsTieur, 
in  terms  of  the  h^eft  gr^dcude  and  i^r^bation. 
and  deifii^ed,  it  a^  eqwHiaff  ift  g;race  aod  conddcett- 
fion  vh^t  mi^  have  bt^n  «ype£ted  from  Levis  the 
fburt^eatb}  whca  the  m^werq  of  tjke  Frvnch  cawt 
wete  ii^  tb,e  highfil  ftajw  of  cwldvation.  The  pubii: 
^e  alrcac^  is  po^ljCon  of  th^  handAMne  condiment 
which  his  i»^%  aiadf  him;  I  wiU,  ncverthejefs^  give 
it  h«r«  a  place:  h«  ^itad  Johqlpa,  if  he  iiKejided  ta 
^ve  th^  world  any  taor^  of  hi^s  compofittons  i  Johulba 
apfwered,  hp  bdieved  he  llipuld  not.  Sat  that  ha 
thought  he  had  written  enough;  *  I  Ihould  hare 
'  thought  lb  too,'  replied  his  in^efty,  *  tf  you  h;^ 
'  not  written,  fo  veil  t-' 

Johnfon 

'  Jbi  thii  yaQitx  I  perfiftnl  tjU  Iweat  to  Mr.  IWlc'a  Smm 
'  nne  htbtM  ndfiuuMr :  the  uregiilwity  of  that  futUy  braka 
'  ny  ha)iuof.rifit)g.    I  was  there  till  after  Michielau.' 

f.  Many  isyugs  o£  pcuices  haxe  beea  thougitt  worthy  of  r*. 
coring.  I  ncslUft  aaa,  of  George  the  lacond,  which,  fix-  du 
degaocftitf  it.  dcTsrve*  (o  bo  Kmembered.  In  tlv  nbeUion  in 
1745,  Mr-  ThomtM,  &  YorklhiTe  geatlaiuiit  nifed,  u  hii  orni 
expcQccj  a  body  of  horie,  and,  though  but  newly  tMttiid  to  a 
beaatiAfI 
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Johnfon  was  now  approaching  towards  fixty.  He 
was  an  exaift  compuEer  of  time,  -  and,  as  his  eAays 
abundantly  fliew,  regretted  deeply  the  lapfe  of  thofe  > 
minutes  that  could  not  be  recalled ,  and  though,  in 
his  own  judgment  of  himfelf,  he  had  been  criminal 
in  the  wafte  of  it;  he  was  ever  refolving  to  fubtraft 
from  his  fleep  thofe  hours  which  arc  fitteft  for  ftudy 
and  meditation.  Numberlefs  are  the  refolutions  that 
I  meet  with  in  his  diaries,  for  a  feries  of  years  back,  to 
rife  at  eight  j  but  he  was  unable,  for  any  long  cond-' 
nuance,  to  perform  them,  a  weaknefs,  lefs  inexcufable 
than  he  thought  it,  for  he  was  ever  a  bad  fleeper, 
and  was  fuiHciently  fenftble  of  his  infirmity,  in  that 
refpeft,  to  have  allayed  his  fcrupulofity,  had  he  not 
been  a  moft  rigorous  judge  of  his  aftions.  To  im- 
prefs  the  more  ftrongly  on  his  mind  the  value  of 
time,  and  the  ufe  it  behoved  every  wife  man  to  make 
of  it,  he  indulged  himfelf  in  an  article  of  luxury, 
which,  as  far  as  my  obfervation  and  remembrance 
will  fcrve  me,  he  never  enjoyed  till  this  late  period 
of  his  life :  it  was  a  watch,  which  he  caufed  to  be 
made  for  him,  in  the  year  1768,  by  thofe  eminent 
artifts  Mudge  arid  Dutton  :  it  was  of  metal,  and  tho 
outer  cafe  covered  with  tortoife-lhell ;  he  pmd.  for  it 
feventeen  guineas.    On  the  dial-plate  thereof,  which 

beautiful  young  woman,  headed  it,  and  Joined  the  king's  army, 
After  the  defeat  at  Calloden,  he,  with  his  wife,  went  to  court, 
where  being  fecn  by  the  king,'  who  had  noticed  Mrs.  Tbomton, 
he  was  thus  accofled  by  the  monarch :  '  Mr.  Thornton,  1  havq 
'  been  told  of  the  fervicec  yoa  hare  rendered  to  ^mor  country,  and 
'  your  attachment  to  me  and  my  family,  and  have  held  myfelf  ob- 
'  ligcd  to  yon  lor  both ;  bnt  1  was  never  able  to  eftimate  the  degree 
'  of  the  obligation  till  now  diat  I  fee  the  lady  whom  you  left 
''behind  you.' 

was 
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was  of  enamel,  he  caufed  to  be  Jnfcribed,  in  the  ori- 
ginal Greek,  thcfe  words  of  our  bleflcd  Saviour,  Nw£ 
7*f  'SX""'  *»  ^"^  ^^^^  ^^  miftake  of  a  letter  ft  for 
V :  the  meaning  of  them  is,  *  For  the  night  Cometh.' 
This,  though  a  memento  of  great  importance,  he, 
about  three  years  after,  thought  pedantic ;  he,  there- 
fore, exchanged  the  dial-plate  for  one  in  which  the  in- 
fcription  was  omitted. 

In  the  fame  year,  1768,  upon  the  eftablilhment  of 
the  royal  academy  of  painting,  fculpture,  &c.  Johnfon 
was  nominated  profeffor  of  ancient  literature,  an  of- 
fice merely  honorary,  and  conferred  on  him,  as  it  i& 
fiippofcd,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  prefident. 
Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds. 

In  the  variety  of  fubjefts  on  which  he  had  exer- 
cifed  his  pen,  Johnfon  had  hitherto  forborne  to  med'- 
dle  with  the  dilutes  of  contending  faftions,  which 
is  all,  that,  at  this  day,  i?  to  be  underftood  by  the 
word  politics.  He  was  ever  a  friend  to  government, 
in  a  general  fenfe  of  the  term,  as  knowing  what  be- 
nefits fociety  derives  from  it ;  and  was  never  rempted 
to  write  on  the  fide  of  what  is  called  oppofition,  but 
at  a  period  of  his  life,  when  experience  had  not  enable*.! 
him  to  judge  of  the  motives  which  induce  men  to 
affume  the  charafters  of  patriots.  In  the  year  1769, 
he  faw  with  indignation  the  methods  which,-  in  the 
bufinefe  of  Wilkes,  were  taken  to  work  upon  the  po- 
pulace, and,  in  1770,  publiihed  a  pamphlet,  iniiticd,  ' 
'  The  falfe  alarm,'  wherein  he  aflorts,  and  labours  to 
ihew,  by  a  variety  of  arguments  founded  on  prece- 
dents, that  the  expulfion  of  a  member  of  the  houfe  of 

•  John,  chap.  ix.  v.  4. 

Gg  7  commons,, 
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commons*  for  fuch  offences  as  he  had  been  convldxd 
of,  was  both  juft  and  feaJbnable,  and  that  no  fuch 
calamity  as  the  fubvcrfion  of  the  conftinition,  was  to 
be  feared  from  ao  2&,  that  had  ulage,  which  is  the 
kw  of  parliament,  to  warrant  it.  The  non-acquieT- 
Ccflcc  (^  the  people  intcrefted  in  the  queftion,  is  there- 
fore branded  by  him  with  folly  and  madnds,  in  the 
following  animated  expreOions: — *  Every  artifice  of 

*  fedition  has  been  fince  pra<£tifed  to  awaken  difoon- 
«  tent,  and  inflame  indignation.   The  papers  of  every 

*  day  have  been  filled  with  the  exhortations,  and  me- 

*  naccs  (^  faction.    The  madnefs  has  fpresKi  through 

*  all  ranks  and  both  fexes ;  wcHnen  and  children  have 

*  clamoured  for  Mr.  Wilkes :  honeft:  fiinplicity  has 
'  been  chetttd  into  fury,  and  only  the  wife  have  ef- 
■  caped  the  infeAkm.' 

To  ridicule  the  conduft  of  oppofitjon,  he  adopts 
a  ternx,  invented  by  the  leaders  thereof,  and  calls  the 
conjunAure  ^  events,  at  the  time  of  which  he  is 
fpeaking,  an  at^miMg  crifis,  but  endeavours  to  abate 
the  fears  of  its  termination,  by  alluding  to  parliamen- 
tary  deciliom  apparently  partial,  and  fometimes  op- 
preflive  i  and  fbewing,  that  the  vexation  excited  by 
injuftice,  fu^ed,  or  fuppofed  to  be  fuffcred,  by  any 
private  man  or  fmgle  community,  was  local  and  tem- 
porary. This  pofittoQ  he  iUufirates  by  the  following 
obfervation :  *  We  have  found  by  experience,  that 
'  though  a  fquirc  has  given  ale  and  venifon  in  vsun« 

*  and  a  borough  has  been  compelled  to  fee  its  deareft 

*  intcrefts  in  the  hands  of  him  whom  it  did  not  truft, 

*  yet  the  genera!  ftate  of  the  nation  has  continued  the 
'  fame.    The  fun  has  rifen,  and  the  com  has  grown, 

*  and  whatever  talk  has  been  of  the  danger  of  pro- 

«per^. 
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*  iptrvfi  yet  he  dot  plmig^d  the  fidd  conunoidjr 

*  rallied  it,  and  he  thic  buik.tha  houle  was  nufter  of 
'  die  door.' 

In  a  tone  more  gnm^  he  iddrefira  fuch  n  are  ca- 
pable of  conviction,  and  tells  thcmr— that  *  diey  ham 

*  «niuch  happinefi  a  theoondiBOiiof  lifewiU  eafilf 

*  awoive ;  and  that  a  go^enime«r,  of  which  an  env 

*  nemttj  or  uojuft,  reprefentationbf  out  amnty  onlf> 

*  ia  the  greateft  crime  that  imenft  can  difcoxper,  or 

*  m^ke  pan  upfarnd,  is  x  gDvecnmcnt  appnucbing 
■  *  nearer  to  perfcfiion  than  an^  the  e:i^eranoe  hm 

^  fliewni  or  hJAary  related.' 

The  pampfakc  concludct  vtdi  fomr  flmwd  rr- 
nariu  on  the  foppuT  given  to  fa&on  by  the  ftc- 
taricB,  and  that  frigid  neutrality  of  the  tones  in 
dita  hufiirafS}  which  he  cenfisres  in  lhe6. words: 
*'  They  do  not  ycc  confider  that  thc7>  hatve  at  lift  a 

*  kia^  who.  knows  not  the  name  of  a  pony,  and 

*  ■who.  wiihec   to    be   the    common   father  of  his 

*  peefk.' 

It  was  net  to  be  imagined,  that  a  psUicadon,  fb 
trnpopeiai  jia  this,  would  long  rennain  unasfwered. 
Of  many  anfwers  to  >t,  one  alenc  feemed  to  Johnfon 
worthy  cf  a  reply ;  buc,  in  a  confultation  with  hii 
fooDdsy  he  wa&  advifed  to  fwbcar.  Had  he  engaged 
in  a  vindicatian  of  *  The  falfc  alarm,'  the  world 
might  poflibly  have  been '  entertained  with  a  fpeci- 
nvnof  Ills  abihcies  in  concroverfial  writing,  in  which 
theoe  iMi  licde  doubt  that  he  wovtd  hairc  (^fphiyed 
iix  nmpa  and  perfpicuity  of  Hooker,  the  ftrength 
t£  ChiHingwonh,  and  the  dexttrity  of  Hoadly, 
i^ughy  ia  thuh,  he  was  na  friend  to  cmiroverlyj 

his 
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his  opinion  on  thac  fubje^t  bdng,  that  it  teldom 
produced  conviction,  that  an  impotent  argmnenc 
againft  a  book  was  beft  refuted  by  rdence,  andt  that 
it  is  want  of  poliqr  to  ffyt  immortality  to  that  which 
muft  of  itfdf  e:^ire. 

In  the  next  fuccceding  year,  1  fubjcft  of  more 
general  importance  to  the  interefts  of  this  country 
engaged  his  attention :  it  was  3  qUcfiion  between  us 
and  the  court  of  Spain,  touching  the  pre-difcovery, 
and,  confequendy,  the  right  of  dominion  01^  certun 
iflands  in  the  South  fsas,  known  to  us  by  the  name 
of  Pcpys's  or  Falkland's  iflands,  and  to  the  Spa^ 
niards  by  that  of  the  MalouincSt  fpots  of  earth  fo 
inconfiderable,  as  Johnfon  aiTerts,  that  in  the  defert 
of  the  ocean  they  had  almoll  efcapcd  human  nodce  j 
and  which,  if  they  had  not  happened  to  make  a  icao 
mark,  had  perhaps  never  had  a  name.  Lord  Anltuij 
in  his  voyage,  had  noticed  thefe  iflands,  and  the  re* 
lator  thereof  had  recommended  them  as  neceOary 
to  the  fuccefs  of  any  future  expedition  s^j^l^  the 
coaft  of  Chili,  and,  of  fuch  importance,  that  the  poT- 
fe0i6n  of  them  would  produce  many  advantages  in 
peaces  and  in  war  would  make  us  maflers  of  the 
South  fea.  In  1748,  our  miniftry  fcnt  out  a  few 
floops,  for  a  fuller  knowledge  of  Pepys's  and  Falk- 
land's iflands,  and  for  further  difcoveries  in  the  South 
fea  i  but,  upon  a  remonilrance  of  Wall,  the  Spanilh 
ambaflador  here,  mainuuning  the  right  of  his  mafter 
to  the  exclufive  dominion  of  the  South  fea,  they 
relinquilhed  part  of  their  ori^nal  defign,  and  our 
purpofe  of  feeding  there  was  difowned.  Thus  thc^ 
matter  refted,  till  lord  Egmont  was  appointed  to  the 
direi^on 
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direftion  of  our  naval  operations^  who,  in  the  year 
1765,  fent  out.an  expedition,  the  commander whcEeof 
took  pofleflion  of  Fatkhnd's  i0aad  in  the  name  of  hit 
Britannic  nujefty,  and  placed  a  ganifon  in  a  place 
of  defence,  to  which  he  gave  the  appellation  of  Port 
Egmdnt.  In  this  fettlement,  we  were  foon  after  dif- 
turbed  j  for  Madariaga,  a  Spanilh  commodore,  with 
fivq  frigates  and  a  train  of  utillery,  appearing  before 
the  ifljuid,  obliged  our  people  to  capitulatt,  and  ob- 
tained pofielTion.  This  event  was  no  fooner  known 
at  our  court,  than  hoftilities  againil  Spain  were  re- 
folved  on,  and  t  powerful  fleet  was  aflembled:  thcfe 
preparations  brought  on  a  conference  between  prince 
M^erano,  the  Spanilh  ambaiTador  here,  and  our  mi- 
niflxr,  and  afubfequent  negociation  at  Madrid,  between 
Mr.  Harris  our  mimfter  there,  and  the  marquis  Gri- 
maldi:  the  refult  was,  a  difavowal  on  the  pare 
of  Spain  of  the  violent  enteiprife  of  BuccarellJ,  the 
governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who  had  fent  the  force 
that difpoITefied  the  Englifti,  and  a promlfe  torcflote 
die  port  and  fort  called  Egmont,  with  all  the  arqltery 
and  ftores  therein,  but  with  a  declaration,  that  this 
engagement  fhould  not  iSc&  the  queftion  of  the  prior 
right  of  fovereignty  of  the  Malouine,  otherwife  called 
Falkland's  iflands*. 

The 

*  The  confidence  at  London  vnu  widi  lord  Rochfwd,  then 
fecretary  of  (late  for  the  fouthera  departmenti  who,  in  difcourfe 
with  me.  gave  an  acconnt  of  it  to  thii  tSe£t,  viz.  that  he  repra- 
fented  to  the  Spinllh  unbailkdor,  that  the  inflexibility  of  his 
court  in  thii  bufincfi  had  compelled  us  to  arm,  that  our  fleet 
was  manned,  and  the  officers  and  failora  impatienc  Sx  aAion  ; 
that  the  nation  having  incurred  the  expenceof  a  naval  cqi^pinent» 
would  hardi/  be  laHtfied  withont  a  trial  of  what  it  wa5  able  to 

Vol.  I.  Hli  ege&i 
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The  acqutefccRce  of  our  court  in  diefe  conceffiont 
of  that  of  Madrid,  and  the  reference  of  a  dUputabI« 
queftion  to  the  Greek  calends,  fura'tlhed  the  leaders 
of  faction  with  a  new  topic  for  clamour,  and  war  bc> 
came  the  cry.  The  he*vy  burthea  of  debt,  incurred 
by  the  laft,  was  no  reafoti  agunft  a  new  one,  aod  ndl* 
lions  were  to  be  expended,  and  thoufands  murdered, 
for  the  titular  fovcreignty  of  an  ifland*  which  Johnfon 
,   thu9  ftrongly  and  even  poetically  charafterifes : ■ 

*  A  bleak  and  gloomy  folitude,  at>   iOand   thrown 

*  aQde  from  human  ufe,  llormy  in  winter,  and  barren 

*  in  fumiTKr :    an  ICland.  which  not  the  Ibuthern  &va> 

*  gcs  have  dignified  with  habitation^  where  a  gamlbii 

*  mud;  be  kept  in  a  ftate  that  contenr^latts  with  envy 
<  the  exilc3  of  Siberia  j  oi  which  the  evpence  will  be 

*  perpetual,  and  the  ufe  only  occaHon^d,  and  whkh, 
'  if  fortune  Cnllc  upon  ow  labours,  may  become  a 

*  neft;  of  Cnuggkrs  in  peace^  mi  in  war  the  future 

*  refuge  of  buccaniers>' 

Thefe  are  his  fentiments  refpefting  the  incommo- 
dities  of  ttus  contefted  (ettl«neitt :  againft  the  advao* 
(ages  ru^;eft€d  by  die  retwor  of  Anfon's  expedicioa. 
whom  he  re[Hefe4t&  »  having  wiitten  under  the  in- 
fluaw;e  of  a  heated  imaginatioI^  he  oppofes  the  fol- 
lowing arguments,  founded  in  true  policy  and  found 
morality : 

•  That  fuch  a  fettlement  may  be  of  ufe  in  war,  no 
-   ♦  man  that  confiders  its  fituation  will  deny.    But  war 

*  is  not  the  whole  bufinefs  of  life  j    it  happens  but 

cfteft ;  ftnd  tbat  a  refufal  of  couccOions  on  the  part  of  Spain  woM, 
teeritablf  bring  on  a  war  between  tkc  two  powers,  which,  as  it 
frould  b«  coi4iied  to  die  fea,  m>i&  f  rove  a  (turn  oae. 
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'  ieldom,  and  every  man,  either  good  or  wife,  wifliea 

•  that  its  frequency  were  ftiU  lefs.  That  conduft 
'  which  betrays  defigns  of  future  hoftility,  if  it  does 
'  not  excite  violence,  will  always  generate  malignity  1 
'  it  muft  for  ever  exclude  confidence  and  fricndfhip, 
'  and  continue  a  cold  and  fluggifli  rivalry,  by  a  fly 
'  reciprocation  of  indireft  injuries,  without  the  bra- 
'  very  of  war,  or  the  fecurity  of  peace. 

*  The  advantage  of  fuch  a  fcttlement  in  time  of 
'  peace  is,  I  think,  not  eafily  to  be  proved.  For, 
'  what  ufe  can  it  have  but  of  »  ftation  for  contra- 

•  band  traders,  a  nurfery  of  fraud,  and  ft  receptacle 
'  of  theft?  Narborough,  about  a  century  ago,  was  of 

■  opinitHi,  that  no  advantages  could  beobtdifted  invoy- 
'  ages  to  the  South  fea,  except  by  fuch  an  armament 
'  as,  with  a  failor's  morality,  might  tradt  fy/orcf.  It 
'  is  well  known,  that  the  prohibitions  of  commerce 
'  are,  in  thefe  countries,  to  the  laft  degree,  rigorous, 

■  and  that  no  man,   not  authorized  by  the  king  of 

■  Spain,  can  trade  there  but  by  force  or  ftealth. 
'  Whatever  profit  is  obtained,  muft  be  gained  by 

■  the  violence  of  rapine,  or  dexterity  of  fraud, 

*  Government  will  not,  perhaps,  foon  arrive  at  fuch 
'  purity  and  excellence,  but  that  foiTie  connivance  at 
'  ieaft  will  be  indulged  to  the  triumphant  robber  and 
'  fuccefsful  cheat.  He  that  brings  wealth  honrie,  is 
'  feldom  interrogated  by  what  means  it  was  obtained. 

*  This,  however,  is  one  of  thofc  nnodes  of  corruption 
'  with  which  mankind  ought  always  to  ftrugglc,  and 

*  which  they  may,  in  time,  hope  to  overcome.  There 
'  is  reafon  to  expeft,  that  as  the  world  is  mote  en- 
'  lightened,  policy  and  morality  will  ac  la(t  be  FeoHi- 

Hha  'ciUd, 
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'  cilcd>  and  that  nations  will  learn  not  to  do  what 

*  they  would  not  fufier. 

'  But  the  filent  wlcradon  of  fufpcfted  guilt  is  a 

*  degree  of  depravity  far  below  that  which  openly  in- 

*  cites  and  manifeftly  protefts  it.    To  pardon  a  pi* 

*  race  may  be  injurious  to  mankind;  but  how  much 
'  greater  is  the  crime  of  opening  a  port  in  which  all 

*  pirates  will  be  fafe  ?  The  contraband  trader  is  not 

*  more  worthy  of  proteftion :  if,  with  Narborough,  he 

*  trades  by  force,  he  is  a  pirate ;  if  he  trades  fecretly, 

*  he  is  only  a  thief.    Thofc  who  honeftly  refufe  his 

*  traffic,  he  haxa  as  obftniCtors  of  his  profit }   and 

*  thofe  with  whom  he  deals  he  cheats,  becaufe  he 

*  knows  that  they  dare  not  complin.  He  lives  with  a 

*  heart  full  of  that  malignity,  which  fear  of  detcAion 

*  always  generates  in  thofe  who  are  to  defend  unjuft 

*  acquifitions  againft  lawful  authority  j  and  when  he 

*  comes  home  with  riches  thus  acquired,  he  brings  a 
'  mind  hardened  in  evil,  too  proud  for  reproof,  and 

*  too  ftupid  for  rcfledlion ;   he  offends  the  high  by 

*  his  infolencc,  and  corrupts  the  low  by  his  cx- 

*  ample.' 

To  filence  this  clamour,  to  defeat  the  piirpofes  of  a 
wicked  and  malevolent  faftion,  to  allay  the  thirft  for 
human  blood,  and  to  bring  the  deluded  people  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  true  intereft,  was  the  aim  of  Johnfon  in 
writing  this  moft  judicious  pamphlet :  he  fuccecded  in 
his  endeavour,  the  mifcries  of  war  were  averted,  the 
contra£tor3  difappointed,  and  a  few  months  reftored 
the  populace  to  the  ufe  of  their  underftandings. 

In  a  review  of  the  feveral  particulars  herein  before 
related,  it  will  appear,  that  Johnfon's  courfe  of  life 

was 
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vas  very  uniform.  London  was  a  place  of  refidence 
whicK  he  preferred  to  all  others,  as'afibrding  more 
intelligence,  and  better  opportunities  of  conveifation 
than  were  clfewhere  to  be  found,  and  he  was  but  little 
delighted  either  with  rural  fcenes  or  manners.  No- 
velty, and  vaiiety  of  occupadons,  it  is  true,  were  objeds 
that  engaged  his  attrition,  and  from  tbefe  he  never' 
failed  to  extract  information.  Though  bom  and  bred 
in  a  city,  he  well  underftood  both  the  tbewy  and  prac- 
tice of  agriculture,  ahd  even  the  management  of  a 
farm :  he  could  defcnbe>  with  great  accuracy,  the  prO'* 
eels  of  malting ;  and,  had  necelfity  driven  him  to  It, 
could  have  thatched  a  dwelling.  Of  Beld  recreations, 
fuch  as  hunting,  fetltng,  and  fhooting,  he  would  dif- 
courfe  like  a  fportfman,  though  his  perfonal  defefts 
rendered  him,  in  a  great  meafure,  incapable  of  de- 
riving pleafurc  from  any  fuch  cxercifes. 

But  he  had  taken  a  very  comprehenfivc  view  of 
human  life  and  manners,  and,  due  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  views  and  purfuits  of  all  clafles  and 
charadlers  of  men,  his  writings  abundantly  fhew. 
This  kind  of  knowledge  he  was  ever  defirous  of  in- 
creafing,  even  as  he  advanced  in  years :  to  gratify  it> 
he  was  accefTible  to  aU  comers,  and  yielded  to  the  in- 
viutions  of  fuch  of  his  friends  as  had  refidences  in 
the  country,  to  vary  his  courfe  of  living,  and  pafs  the 
pleafanter  months  of  the  year  in  the  ihades  of  ob- 
fcurity. 

In  thefe  vifits,  where  there  were  children  in  the 

family,  he  took  great  delight  in  examiniiig  them  as 

U>  their  progrefs  in  learning,  or,  to  make  ule  <^  a 

Hhj  tenn 
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ccrm  almcrfl  obfolcte,  of  appofmg  them  *,  To  thU 
purpofe,  I  once  heard  him  fay,  that  in  a  vifit  to  Mk. 
Percy,  who  had  the  care  of  one  of  the  young  princes, 
«t  the  queen's  houfc,  the  prince  of  Wales,  being  then 
a  child,  came  into  the  rocon,  and  began  to  play  about; 
when  Johnfon,  with  his  ufual  curiofity,  took  an  op- 
portunity of  afking  him  what  books  he  was  reading, 
and.  in  particular,  enquired  as  to  his  knowledge  of 
the  Scriptures :  the  prince,  in  his  anfwers,  gave  him 
great  fatisfaiflion  i  and,  as  to  the  lalt,  faid,  that  part  of 
hii  daily  e:cercifes  was  to  read  Oftervald.  In  many 
families  into  which  he  went,  the  fathers  were  often 
defirous  of  producing  their  fens  to  him  for  his  opi- 
nion of  their  parts,  and  of  the  proficiency  they  had 

^  To  appoTe  fignUei  to  put  queftions.  Ingulphiu,  abbot  of 
Croyknd,  who  was  educated  in  the  old  IckooL  ol'  the  abbey  of 
Weftminflei',  relate),  that  he  wai  freqoenily  examtaed  in  thu  nun- 
acf  hy  Editha  the  wi^  of  Edward  the  confeAw  :— '  Vidl  ego  iUam 

*  mkhotieiu,  cum  patrem  nteum  in  regis  curia  morantem  adhuc 
'.  puer  inviferem,  et  faspius  mihf  de  fcholia  vcnicnti  de  Uteris  ac 
'  verfu  meo  apponebat,  cum  occurrercm,  et  libentiffime  de  gram- 

*  tnaiica  ibliditate  ad  lojpcam  le\'it»cm,  qua  callebat,  declinaut 
■  cum  argumeDtoriun  fubdl)  ligantne  nkc  conduGlTet,  feinper 
'  tribu]  aut  quatu&t  n^minis  per  ancilluian  nuiueraiis  ad  regium 

*  penu  tranfniiiit,  cl  (cfcflum  dimirit.' Ingulphi  hiltoria,  intet 

fcriptores  poft  Bedam,  edit.  Loud-  159^1  p-  5<^9>  ^■ 

Which  paiihge,  Stovv  in  Ids  annah,  has  thus  rendered : 

•  I  have  ken  her  (faith  IngalpkiK)  then,  when  being  yet  but  4 

*  boy.  I  CMftc  10  fee  my  father  dwellii^g  in  the  kiag'*  cwirt.  And 
'  often  coming  from  fchool,  when  I  met  heri  Ihe  would  appoTe  iqe 

*  touching  my  learning  and  lelTon,  and  falling  from  grajnmar  to 
'  logtcke,  wherein  Aie  had  ibme  knowtedge,  would  fnbtilly  con- 

*  elude  an  argument  with  me,  and  by  ahaod.'maidengive  thteeoi 
'  fonre  pcecei  of  money,  And  (aii  me  upto  the  place  where  1 

*  Ihould  receivefome  vktiul^t  afii  io  be  dibmlTed.' 

made 
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made  at  fchool,  which,  in  frequent  inftances,  came  out 
to  be  but  fmall.  He  once  told  mc,  chat  being  at  the 
houfeof  afriend,  whofe  fon  in  his  fchool-vacation was 
come  home,  the  father  fpoke  of  this  child  as  a  lad  of 
pregaant  parts,  and  faid,  that  he  was  well  veHcd  in  the 
dallies,  and  acquainted  with  hiftory,  in  the  ftudf 
whereof  he  took  great  delight.  Having  this  infor- 
mation, Johnfoti,  as  a  tell:  of  the  young  fcholar's  at- 
tainments, put  this  queftion  to  him  :—- -*  At  what 

*  time  did  the  heathen  oracles  ceafe?''- — The  bojr, 
not  in  the  leaft  daunted,  anfwered  :—— -« At  the  diflb* 

*  lution  of  religious  houfes.' 

By  the  exercife  of  fuch  offices  as  ihefej  by  his  dif- 
pofition  to  encourage  children  in  their"  learnjing,  and 
joining  admonition  to  inftruftion,  to  exhort  them  to 
obedience  to  their  parents  and  teachers,  Johnfon 
rendered  himfelf  a  welcome  gueft  in  all  the  families 
into  which  he  was-  admitted,  and,  in  various  Ways,  did 
he  employ  his  talents  in  the  gratification  of  his  friends. 
A  gentlemMi,  with  whom  he  had  maintained  a  long 
and  ftriift  friendftiip,  had  the  misfortune  to  lofc  hii 
wife,  and  wiihed  Johnfon,  from  the  outlines  of  her 
charafter,  which  he  (hould  give  him,  and  his  ownt 
knowledge  of  her  worth,  to  compofc  a  monumental 
infcription  for  her  :  he  returned  the  hufband  thanks 
for  the  confidence  he  placed  in  him,  and  acquitted 
himfelf  of  the  taflc  in  the  following  iine  eulogiam, 
now  to  be  feen  in  the  parilh  charAh  «f  Watiivd  «^ 
Hertfordfhire ; 


Hh4         s^-  In, 
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In  the  vault  below  are  depodud  the  renuuiu  of 

Jane  Bbll,  wife  of  John  BiLt,  Efq; 

who,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  her  agc^ 

fuiToynded  with  many  worldly  blcffings, 

heard,  with  ftirtittxle  and  compofure  truly  great, 

the  horrible  malady,  which  had  for  ionat  time  begun  tQ 

affli£t  her, 

pronounced  incurable  j  , 

apd  for  mqre  than  three  years, 

endured  with  patience  and  concealed  with  decency, 

the  daily  tortures  of  gradual  death  i 

continued  to  divide  the  hours  not  allotted  tQ  devodon, 

betijreen  tl^e  cares  of  her  family,  and  the  cpnyerfe  pf 

her  friends } 

rewarded  the  atte^idan^e  of  duty, 

and  acknowledged  the  offices  of  a^ftion ; 

and  while  fbe  endeavoured  to  alleyi^  by  chearfvlncfs^ 

her  hufband's  fuifferings  and  rorrowa^ 

incre^ed  them  by  her  gratitude  for  liis  care, 

and  her  folicitude  for  bis  quiet. 

'  To  the  memory  of  thefc  virtues, 

more  highly  honoured  as  more  familiarly  known^ 

this  monument  is  erected  by 

John  Bell*. 

He  had  long  been  fblicited  by  Mr.  James  Bofwell, 
ft  native  of  Scotland,  and  one  that  highly  valued  him;, 
to  accompany  him  in  a  journey  to  the  Hebrides,  or 
Weftem  iflands  of  that  kingdom,  as  to  a  part  of  the 
world  in  which  nature  was  to  be  viewed  in  her  rudeft 
and  moft  terrific  formj    and  where,  whatever  wa^ 

*  SkedicdUtheaouhofOaober,  1771. 

wanting 
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wanting  to  ddight  the  eye,  or  foothe  the  imaginatioiii 
vras  made  up  by  obje^s  that  could  not  fiul  to  expand 
it>  and  tura  delight  into  afloniniment ;  and  being 
now,  in  the  ycat-  177^,  his  own  mafter,  having  no- 
litoitry  engagement  to  fulfU>  he  accepted  the  invi- 
tation. He  began  the  tour  propo&d,  in  the  autumn  • 
of  the  year  above-mentioned,  and,  computing  from 
die  d^tcenth  day  of  Auguft,  when  he  left  Edin- 
|jurgh,  tq  the  ninth  of  November,  when  he  returned 
thither,  completed  it  in  fcven  weeks  and  fix  dayss 
fnd,  «  his  letum  tQ  Engird,  drew  up  and  publifhed 
an  account  of  it. 

The  Weftern  illands  of  Scotland  are  c^led  by  the 
ancient  geographers,  the  ^budae  and  Hebrides. 
The  Scotch  hiftorians,  namely,  HcAor  Boethius, 
bilhop  Lefly,  Buchanan,  and  Johnfon,  have  gjven  ui  ' 
little  more  concerning  them  than  their  names,  Cam- 
den has  given  a  ^neral,  but  brief  defcriptioa  of  them, 
and  fpcaks  of  their  number  as  about  forty-four  ;  but 
bifhop  Gibfon  adds,  that  they  have  been  reckoned  at 
three  hundred,  in  which  computation  eve-y  Ijxtt  or 
iflet  muft  be  fuppofeij  to  be  included  1  but  a  parti- 
cular defcripdpn  of  the  'Weftern  iQands  was  wanting 
to  the  world  till  the  year  1703,  when  a  perfcn  of 
the  name  of  IMartin,  publiflied  a  book  with  that  xitle, 
containing  a  fiill  accopnt  of  thofe  iflands,  uid  of  the 
govenunent,  religion,  and  cuftoms  of  the  ihhabitants 
thereof  i  and  alio,  *  of  cHe  fccond  fight  or  faculty  of 
^  fore-feeing  things  by  yiHoR,  ta  conunon  anwng 
^  them.' 

Of  this  writer  little  more  is  known,  than  that  of 
which  himfelf  feems  to  be  the  relator,  viz.  that  he 
V49  bora  in  oqc  of  die  moft  fpaeietu  and  /ertiU  ifles 
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in  the  weft  of  Scodahdi  and,  belides  his  liberal  edu« 

cation  at  the  univerfityj  had  the  advantage  of  feeing 
foreign  places,  and  converfing  with  fome  of  the  royal 
ibctety ;  but  who,  neverthelefs,  feeras  to  have  been  a 
veiy  weak,  credulous,  and  fuperftitioiit  man,  and, 
itotwithfbtnding  his  liberal  cducadon,  with  refpe£t 
both  to  matter  and  form,  an"  injudicious  writer.  The 
£nnc  perfon  had  a  few  yean  before  made  a  voyage  to 
St.  Kilda,  the  moft  remote  rf  the  Weftem  iflands,  and, 
in  1698,  publiftied  adefcription  thereof. 
:  The  defe^  of  Martin,  in  the  accounts  given  by 
him  of  the  Hebrides,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  fe- 
Tcral  jfles  fo  called,  arc  amply  fupplied  by  a  late 
traveller  thither,  Mr.  Pennant,  who,  in  the  yean 
J769  and  1771  made  the  tour  of  Scotland,  and,  with 
«  curious  and  penetrating  eye  remarked  all  that 
jccms  to  have  been  worthy  of  notice,  refpeding 
either  the  lituation  of  the  fpots  by  him  defcribed, 
or  the  people  whom  ncceflity  has  doomed,  or  par- 
ticular circumftanccs  have  led,  to  become  dwellera 
there. 

The  extent  of  thefe  iHands,  from  north  to  Ibuth, 
is  computed  at  two  hundred  mites,  and  their  medium 
width  fuch  as,  were  they  one  continent,  would  make 
a  country  as  large  as  Scotland.  Of  the  inhabitaDts, 
thofe  of  St.  Kilda  for  inftance,  feme  are  Chriftians, 
rcfcmbling,  both  in  their  religious  tenets  and  the  pu- 
rity of  their  lives,  thofe of  the  piimiiive  times;  others 
are  of  the  RomiOi  communion,  and  the  reft  are'of 
that  denomination  of  proteftants,  who  adhere  to 
~  the  reformation  of  that  furious  bigot  J<^n  Knox. 
The  civil  conftitution  of  thefe  feveral  trads  of  land, 
for  countries  they  are  not  to  be  called,  is  uniform  : 
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it  is  feudatorf,  and  of  chu  the  many  caftlcs  and 
places  of  defence,  every  where  vifibie  among  them* 
in  which  thetr  lords  and  chieftains  refidc,  are  evident 
proofs.  In  extent  of  land  they  differ  greatly :  Sky, 
the  lai^ft  of  them,  is  above  fixty  meafurcd  miles 
long  i  but,  the  greater  number  of  them  are  lefs  than 
four  miles  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth.  lona,  or 
Icolmkill,  is  but  two  miles  long  and  one  broad,  yet,  ic 
was  once  an  epifcopal  feat,  and  had  on  it  a  cathedral , 
and  a  place  of  fepulture,  m  which  no  fewer  thaa 
forty-eight  Scottilh,  eight  Norwegian,  and  four  IriHt  • 
kings,  are  interred  ;  and  alfo,  two  monaitic  eftablilh- 
mcnts,  the  one  for  men,  the  other  for  women  :  the 
ruins  of  thefc  edifices  are  yet  remaining,  and  may  be 
feen,  accurately  delineated,  in  Mr.  Pennant's  '  Tou( 
*  in  Scodand,  and  Voyage  to  the  Hebrides,'  made 
in  1773,  and  publiJHed  in  1774.  Others  of  diefe 
ifles  are  yet  fmallcr  :  Cannay  is  three  miles  by  one, 
and  Staf^  is  a  mile  long,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  and 
has  but  one  houfe. 

The  Htuation  of  thefe  iflands,  in  the  bofom  of  the 
deep,  expofed  to  howling  winds,  and  beating  waves 
that  excavate  their  very  foundations,  and  runs  whofe 
intermifTion  is  little  more  than  cafual,  together  widt 
the  inconveniences  of  an  racifion  from  theconiinen^ 
is  a  circumftance  fo  much  ^ainft  them,  as  to  deprive 
the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the  grcateft  fttcial  com- 
-  fons,  and  the  f>oQlbility  of  fubGAing  under  the  waat 
of  them  is  hardly  conceivable.  It  is  true,  that  ia 
fome  of  the  iflands,  neareft  the  continent,  the  neceffa- 
ries,  and  fome  of  the  luxuries,  of  life  are  att^nablc,  hf 
3  communication  with  tlient^eftihorej  but  extreme 
indigence  is  the  lot  of  ail  the  iQaaders^  excepting  chnr 
chieftains 
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chidt^ni,  and  the  proprietors  of  land  held  in  feudal 
fubjcftion  immediately  under  them.  In  the  fubordi- 
nate  ranks,  the  condition  of  the  people  is  fo  forlorn 
and  deftitute,  that,  were  it  not  that  they  are  as  virtuous 
and  innocent  as  they  are  poor,  they  muft  be  deemed 
the  moft  wretched  inh^itanu  of  the  earth  *. 

The 

*  Maitiii,  a  writer,  that  in  mere  muten  of  (a£t  mty  Iw 
trnlled,  in  hit  voyage  to  St.  Kilda  reUtet  «  variety  of  pani- 
culari  re(pefiing  that  idand  and  the  inhabltaaU  thereof.  Of  tk? 
iJland  he  lays,  that  it  ii  two  mile*  long,  one  broad,  and  five  ia 
oroimfereace,  and  u  one  hard  rock,  with  earth  from  fix  tachet  to 
three  foot  deep ;  but  with  not  a  tree,  nor  even  a  Ihnib  thereon. 
Of  the  inhabitant),  and  their  manner  of  living,  he  givet  a  de- 
fcriptiont  which,  being  abridged,  has  furniflted  the  fi>lIowin£ 
account.  They  are  computed  at  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  : 
they  obferve  the  duiftian  Sabbath,  and  believe  hi  God  the  Father, 
the  Son,  ant)  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  hare  three  chapels  covered  with 
thatch,  and  intone  of  them  a  brazen  cmdfix,  on  wluch  they  fwear, 
and  coBtraA  matrimony :  they  fpeak  the  Erk  ^guage,  are  cha* 
ritable  CO  each  other,  and  (hew  great  humanity  to  IhipwreckeJ 
ftrangen.  The  head  of  the  Mac-Leod  family  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  ifland,  who  govcrnt  it  by  Ida  Aeward.  Though  they  have 
deep  and  a  few  oxen,  their  chief  food  is  Solan  geefe  and  their 
eggs,  both  which  they  come  at  by  climbing  the  locks  at  the  peri} 
of  their  lives ;  to  take  them  they  are  fufpenfle^  fiom  the  precipices 
by  ropet  of  an  immenfe  length,  covered  with  falted  cow-hidea,  of 
which  there  are  only  three  on  the  ifland,  itiiich  are  the  jmnt  pro- 
perty of  all  the  dwellen  thereon.  When  they  climb  the  rocki, 
it  is  with  their  elbows,  their  backs  being  to  the  rock.  The  drefa 
of  the  women  is  partly  linen,  and  partly  plaid:  they  wear  fiioct 
only  in  winter,  and  thofe  the  fkint  of  the  neck  of  the  Solan  gode ; 
that  part  which  coven  the  head  of  the  ibwl  fenring  tor  the  heel. 
Their  bread  if  made  of  barley  or  oat>,  and  thfir  drink  water  or 
whey.  They  have  only  one  Seel  and  tinder-box  on  the  whole  ifland, 
and  that  is  private  property.  The  women  are  beautitnl  and  innor 
•ent,  and  the  inhabitants  in  general  courteous  :  their  ordinary  form 
ef  fidatation,  '  God  fave  yon.*    In  common  with  the  people  of  ths 

nOTthefi) 
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The  ctrcumftances  of  difcrimiaation  between  thdc 
people  and  the  reft  of  mankind,  are  lb  many,  and  thnr 
charaaers,  byconfequence,  fodiBerent,  their  manner* 
and  cuftoms  fo  fingular,  and  their  mode  of  life  fo  in- 
confiftent  with  all  diat  can  be  conceived,  even  in  the 
loweft  degree  of  civilization,  that  wc  arc  not  to  feck 

for 

Borthern  npota,  they  kive  a  vnn  of  poetiy,  that  h  to  fty,  « 
fiuolty  in  rhynung,  »od  are  loveri  of  mufic  and  dabcing,  bat  luuiv 
-  ao  inflniment  fare  the  jews'  harp. 

The  liune  author,  in  hii  latter  pnblicatioiii  '  llie  delcrifttioR  oT 
'  the  Wefterniflei,'  giv»  a  ple^nt  account  (rf'  an  inhabitant  of 
St.  Kilda,  who,  being  prevailed  on  to  accompany  Ibme  traden  tA 
Glafgow,  was  altomlhed  at  At  langth  of  the  voyage,  and  the  pro- 
ipe&.  of  that  dty.    Hit  relation  u  ai  fbllowi : 

'  Upon  hii  arrival  at  Glafgow,  be  wa$  like  out  that  had  dnqiped 
'from  the  cloodi  into  a  new  world,  whole  language,  habit,  lee 
'  were,  in  all  relpefb,  new  (o  htm :  he  never  imagined  that  fncil 

*  big  honfes  of  flone  were  made  with  hands ;  and,  for  the  pave> 

■  menu  of  the  ftreete,  he  thought  it  moft  need*  be  altogether  na- 
<  toral ;  for  he  could  not  believe  that  men  would  be  at  the  paina 
'  to  beat  ftonei  into  the  ground  to  walk  upon.     He  fiood  dumb  at 

*  the  door  of  his  lodging  with  the  greateft  admiration  ;  and,  wbe» 
'  he  law  a  coach  and  twohorfes,  he  thought  it  to  be  a  little  boafe 
'  they  were  drawing  at  their  tall  with  men  in  it ;  but  he  condemned 

*  the  coachman  for  a  fool  to  At  fo  oneafy,  for  he  thought  U  fafer 
'  to  fit  on  the  horfc's  back.  The  mechanifm  of  the  coach-wheel, 
'  and  its  running  about,  wai  the  greatell  of  all  hit  wonder*. 

'  When  he  went  through  the  ftreets,  he  defied  to  have  one  to 
'  lead  him  by  the  hand.   Tlu»nas  Rofs  a  merchant,  and  othen. 

■  that  took  the  diver£on  to  carry  him  through  the  town,  afted  hit 
'  opinion  of  the  high  chnrch.     He  anrwertd,  that  it  waj  a  large 

*  rock,  yet,  diere  were  fbmc  in  St.  Kilda  much  higher,  but  that 

*  thefe  wete  the  beft  caret  he  ever  faw ;   for  that  was  the  idrt 

*  which  he  conceived  of  the  pillar*  and  archet  upon  which  th« 
'  church  flands.  When  they  carried  him  into  the  chnrch,  he  waa 
'  yet  more  furpriled,  and  held  up  his  hand*  with  admiration, 
f  vroaJfiliag  how  it  wai  poffible  for  men  to  bnild  fucb  a  piodigiod* 
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for  the  motives  which,  at  different  times,  have  induced 
travellers  to  vifit  them. 

The  iflands  which  Johnlbn  and   liis  friend  faw, 
though  few  in  comparifon  with  the  whole  number, 

*  &bric,  n4uch  he  fnppoTed  to  be  the  Itrgtt  in  the  ndverie.    He 

<  covld  not  intagine  what  the   pewi  were  defigned  for,  and  he 

■  iiutcied  the  people  that  wore  malks,  (not  knowing  whether  they 

■  were  nen  k  women)  had  been  guilty  of  fome  ill  thing,  for 

<  which  they  dared  not  Ihew  their  faces.      He  wu  amaaed  at 

*  women's  wearing  patches,  and  fancied  theip  to  have  been  blif- 

*  ten.     Pendaoti  feemed  to  him  the  moft  ridiculous  of  all  things  : 

■  he  condemned  pertiwigi  mightily,  and  much  more  the  powder 

<  ufcd  in  them  :  in  fine,  be  condemned  all  things  at  fnperflttou  be 

*  &w  lot  in  hu  own  country.     He  looked  with  amazemeu  on 

*  every  thing  that  wac  new  to  him.     When  be  heard  the  church 
'  bells  ring,  be  wat  Mider  a  nughcy  cooilcrnanon,  as  if  the  fabric 

■  of  the  world  had  been  in  great  diforder.     He  did  not  think 

*  there  had  been  fo  Duny  peop k  in  the  world  as  in  the  dty  of 

■  Glafgow  ;  and  it  was  a  great  my&ery  to  him  to  think  what  they 

■  conld  all  defign  by  living  io  many  in  one  place.     He  wcmdered 

<  how  they  could  all  be  fiunilhed  with  proviiion  ;  and  when  be 

*  law  big  loaves,  he  could  not  tell  whether  they  were  bread, 

*  Jione,  or  wood.    He  was  amazed  to  think  how  they  could  be 

■  provided  with  ale,  for  he  never  (aw  any  there  that  drank  water. 

*  He  wtmdered  how  they  made  them  fine  cloaths ;    and  to  fee 

■  ftockings  nude  without  being  lirft  cut,  and  afterwards  fewn,  was 

■  no  finall  wonder  to  him.     He  thought  it  fbolilh  in  women  to 

■  wear  thin  filks,  at  being  a  very  improper  hatut  for  fach  as  pro- 

*  tended  to  any  fort  of  employment.     When  he  faw  the  womena' 

*  feet,  he  judged  them  to  be  of  ajiother  Ibape  than  thofe  of  the 
*■  men,  bccauTe  of  the  different  fliape  of  their  fhoei.     He  did  noc 

*  ^prove  of  the  heels  of  fhoes  worn  by  men  or  women ;  and, 

*  when  he  obferved  borfei  with  fhoes  on  their  feet,  and  failened 

*  with  iron  nails,  he  could  not  forbear  laughing,  and  thought  it 

■  the  moft  ridicnloni  thing  that  ever  fell  under  his  obfeivation. 

■  He  longed  to  fee  his  native  country  again,  and  pafiioBateiy 

*  wifbed  it  were  blefled  nith  ale,  brandy,  tobacco  aad  ircn,  as 

*  GUfgiHv  was.' 

were 
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were  fomc  of  the  moft  confidcrable  of  the  Hebrides  » 
and  his  manner  of  defcribing  them  and  the  inhabt* 
tants>  as  alfo,  his  reception,  is  entertaining ;  but  it  is 
not  enough  particular  to  render  it  intelligible  to  a 
ftrai^er.  In  the  relation  of  hifiorical  fa&s,  and  local 
circiunftances,  JohnTon  delighted  not :  whatever  in- 
telligence came  in  his  way,  furnilhed  him  widi  mat- 
ter forreQcftion,  and  his  book  is  rather  a  difquilitioti 
GO  Hebridian  manners,  than  fuch  a  defcription  of 
the  iOauds  and  the  people  as  it  was  in  his  power  to 
give. 

As  an  inftance  of  Johnfon's  Inattention  to  hifto- 
rical  fa^,  let  me  mention  his  account  of  Jcolmkill  *, 
called  alfo  looa,  which,  chough  introduced  by  a  len- 
uoient  that  is  admired  for  its  piety  and  p^uhos  of 
oqirefBoo,  is  fo  abrupt,  as  to  difpleale.  He  calls  it 
that  iltuftrious  illand  which  was  once  the  lumin^ 
of  the  Caledonian  regions,  whence  favage  clans  and 
roving  bvbarians  derived  the  benefits  of  knowledge, 
and  the  bleSings  of  religion ;  but  who  can  read  thus 
much,  concerning  a  fpot  fo  dignified,  without  wifhio^ 
that  the  author  had  mentioned  a  few  of  thofc  hifto- 
rical  particulars,  on  which  his  refleAic»is  are  founded? 
He  might  have  toi6  us  from  Bede,  that  the  iQand 
takes  its  name  from  Columb,  an  abbot,  who,  about 

"  Martin  fays,  that  the  word,  JT/// ia  the  Irilh  or  Erie  language 
figniiiej  a  church ;  if  then  we  rejeft  the  prepornion  /,  and  call  it 
Columkill,  we  Teem  to  have  an  intelligible  name  fbr  it,  i.e.  Co- 
knb'i  church ifland.  He  farther  relates,  that  the  churchea  asd 
iSte  monafiery  were,  by  the  kingi  of  Scotland,  endowed  with  rc- 
Tennes  to  tbeamoUDt  of  4000  marks  a  year.  Bat,  whoever  wiflie* 
for  fatisfaftion  in  thU,  and  many  other  particulars  refpefiing  thl) 
Ifland,  will  receive  it  in  the  peiuMofMr.  Feniunt's  Voyage  to  the 
Hebridei. 

tke 
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the  year  565,  came  from  Ireland,  and  preached  the 
GoTpel  to  the  northern  PiAs,  and  was  called  the 
apohle  of  the  Pifts,  and  that  Melifcheil  thor  king, 
being  converted  to  the  f^th  of  Chriflr^gave  the  abbot 
the  ifle  of  iona,  by  Bcde  called  Hy  or  Hu,  who  built 
two  churches  thereon,  "in  one  whereof  he  a  interred, 
and  alfo  a  monaftery, 

Bede  flouriflicd  about  7J4,  and  may  be  faid  ttJ 
^»eak  from  recent  authority.  Bifliop  Gibfon  has  re- 
CDgnifed  his  account,  and  adds,  that  in  a  titde  village 
bo^,  or  hereabout,  named  Sodor,  or,  as  others  call  it, 
Soa,  a  bifliop's  fee  was  ereftcd,  from  which  all  the 
adjacent  ifles,  including  Iona,  took  the  name  of  So- 
dorenf(^ :  the  juriidiftion  thereof,  he  elfwriiere  iays, 
was  given  to  the  bilh«p  of  the  ifle  of  Man,  and  hence 
arifts  the  compound  appellative,  bifhop  of  Sodor 
and  Man.  In  the  fiift  of  thele  particulars,  he,  how- 
ever, ftands  correfted  in  a  relation  cited  by  Mr,  Pen- 
nant, and  founded  on  good  authoriqr,  purpwtin^ 
that  during  the  time  that  the  Norwegians  were  in 
poJteflion  of  the  ifles,  they  divided  them  into  two 
parts  i  the  northern,  which  comprehended  alt  that  lay 
to  the  north  of  a  certain  promontory,  and  were,  there- 
fore, called  the  Norderys  j  and  rhe  fouthern,  which 
were  thofe  that  lay  to  the  fouth  thereof,  and  were,  for 
a  fimilar  reafon,  called  the  Sudcrys,  Voyage  to  the 
Hebrides,  257. 

I  have  fome  realbn  to  think  that,  in  writii^  the 
account  of  his  journey  to  the  Weftern  iflands,  John- 
ibn  had  in  his  eye  one  of  the  n»ft  delightful  books  of 
the  like  kind  in  our  language,  '  Maundrell's  journey 
'  from  Aleppo  to  Jerufalem.'  The  motives  that  in- 
duced him  to  undertake  a  labour  fo  formidable  to  a 
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man  of  his  age,  as  his  lour  muft  .be  thought,  I  will 
not  enquire  into:  doubtlefs,  curiofity  was  one  of 
than  J  but,  it  was  curiofity  directed  to  no  peculiar 
object.  He  was  neither  an  antiquary  nor  a  natura- 
lift  i  he  had  little  acqudntance  with  the  treafurcs 
which  lie  below  the  furface  of  the  earth ;  and  for 
the  ftudy  of  bouny  he  never  difcovered  the  leaft  re- 
liih.  If  any  particular  ful^eft  may  be  laid  to  have 
engaged  his  attention,  it  mull  have. been  the  manners 
of  a  people  of  whom  he  knew  little  but  by  report, 
the  knowledge  whereof  might  furnilh  him  with  new 
topics  for  rcAe£tion  and  difquifition,  an  exercife  of 
his  mcnral  powers  which,  of  all  others,  he  moft  de- 
lighted in.  That  in  this  employment  he  has  con- 
ducted himfeif  with  that  impartiality  which  becomes  a 
lover  of  truth,  the  natives  of  the  kingdom  he  vifited 
deny;  and,  that  he  carried  out  of  this  country  the  tem- 
per of  a  man  who  hoped  for  an  hofpitable  reception 
among  ftrangers,  few  are  fo  hardy  as  to  afltrt.  Accord- 
ingly, we  find  in  his  narrative  an  intermixture,  not  only 
of  praifeand  blame,  but  of  gratitude  and  invcifUve. 

The  volume  which  this  tour  gave  birth  to  may  pro- 
perly be  called  a  differtation,  for  it  has  fcarcely  any 
(a£t3,  and  confifts  chiefly  in  propofitions  which  he 
hunts  down,  and  enlivens  with  amufing  difquifition.  As 
he  fays  himfeif,  on  another  occafion,  the  negative  cata- 
logue of  particulars  is  very  copious :  what  he  did  not  fee, 
what  he  could  notlearn,  what  he  would  not  believe,  what 
he  did  not  enquire  about,  and  what  he  is  not  fure  of, 
altogether  form  a  confiderable  enumeration.  Yet  the 
merit  of  this  trail  is  great ;  for,  though  I  will  admit 
that  no  one  going  his  route  could  derive  from  htm 
direftion  or  intelligence  j  •  though  no  remembrance 
-Voi.  I,  I  i  could 
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could  be  refrcfhed,  nor  remarks  corroborated;  be- 
caufe  his  web  was  jpun,  not  from  otgefts  that  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  his  view,  but  from  his  own  pre- 
cxillctit  ideas;  I  am  convinced,  that  every  body  muft 
have  regretted  the  omiflion,  had  he>  for  any  reafcHi, 
withheld  fo  entertaining. a  feries  of  reflections. 

A  reference  to  the  work  will  difcover  both  the 
caufe  and  efieA  of  the  confined  ob&rvation  that 
muft  be  remarked  in  it:  he  profeiTes  his  views  to 
be  direfted  to  life  and  manners :  of  the  former,  if 
taken  in  its  general  fcnfe,  he  could  obtain  a  very  ina- 
dequate knowledge  who  was  entertained  by  the  opu- 
lent, at  the  l?eft  houfcs,  with  the  beft  fare  o(  the 
country,  and  who,  while  he  fufFered  no  inconveni- 
ence within  doors,  enquired  after  little  without ;  and, 
of  the  latter  he  could  gMn  little  information,  for  the 
manners  he  mofl:  clofely  obferved  were  imported  from 
the  places  where  fouthcrn  elegance  is  taught.  His 
known  love  of  eafc  precluded  him  from  intelligence : 
all  deficiencies  by  which  he  could  fuffer,  the  natural 
hofpitality  of  thofc  to  whom  he  was  a  gueft,  tempo- 
rarily fupplied  or  concealed,  and  happy  was  it  for  him 
that  he  found  not  the  fame  prejudices  that  be  carried 
with  him. 

In  all  Johnfon's  difquiiitions,  whether  argumentative 
or  critical,  there  is  a  certain  even-handed  juftice  that 
leaves  the  mind  in  a  ftrange  perplexity.  When  he 
fpeaks  of  the  paucity  of  trees  in  Scodand,  his  indig- 
nation feems  excited  at  the  fupinenefs  it  manifefted. 
He  fays  —  *  to  drop  a  feed  into  the  ground  can  coft 

*  nothing,  and  the  trouble  is  not  great  of  protefting 

*  the  young  plant  till  it  is  out  of  danger.'^ In  this 

the  reader  willingly  acquiefces,  and  wonders,  with 

Johnfon, 
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Johnfon,  that  plantation  is  neglcifted,  till  he  is  told  in 
the  conclufion  of  the  paragraph,  that  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed difficult,  where  there  is  neither  wood  for  pali- 
fades,  nor  thorns  for  hedges.  He  again,  in  a  fubfe- 
qucni  page,  refumes  the  fame  kind  of  fatirical  admi- 
ration, which  he  balances  by  obferving,  that  the  land 
which  covers  future  forefts  cannot  be  arable.  This 
alfo  is  latisfa£tory :  the  queftion  of  firft  importance 
certMnly  is — Where  Ihall  com  grow  ?  —  no  one  will 
deny,  that  food  muft  be  fccurcd,  before  the  delights 
of  foliage,  or  the  emoluments  of  umber  are  thought  . 
of.  But  all  our  wonder  and  regret  at  national  inac- 
tivity, is  difiipated,  when  we  are  told,  that  Sir  James 
Macdonald  had  made  an  experiment  by  planting 
fevcral  millions  of  trees,  which  the  want  of  fences  to 
keep  the  cattle  off",  had  rendered  abortive.  Thus  ic 
is  that  he  frequently  raifes  an  edifice,  which  appears 
■  founded  and  fupporttd  to  refift  any  attack }  and  then, 
mth  the  next  ftroke,  annihilates  it,  and  leaves  the  va- 
cuity he  found. 

With  refped  to  the  inaccuracy  he  has  been  charged 
■\rith,  it  muft,  in  juftice,  be  imputed  to  the  defeft  of 
his  perceptions:  he  neither  faw  nor  heard  clearly; 
and,  though  this  might  be  urged  againft  his  attempt- 
ing to  relate  what  he  had  met  with  or  been  told,  it 
muft  be  admitted  in  excufe  for  any  mif-reprefenta- 
tion;  fince  no  one  could  acquire  credit  by  doubting 
the  uniform  veracity  of  Johnfon.  He  candidly  con-; 
feftes  his  inability,  whenever  he  fufpefted  it;  and 
ownsj  that  his  thoughts  ar^  the  thoughts  of  one  who 
has  feen  litde. 

I  wib  I  could  as  readily  apologize  for  the  manner 

in  wlikh  he  fpealu  9&  the  people  of  that  pan  pf  Scot- 

.  I  i  2  land 
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land  he  vifited.  He  fecms  to  tliink  a  barren  foil 
dlTgraceful  to  the  proprietors ;  and  his  averfion  is 
moft  excited,  where  he  finds  the  comforts  of  life  moft 
fpanngly  beftowed  :  where  he  meets  with  refinement, 
he  is  placid,  and  is  unwilling  to  depart  from  elegance; 
but,  when  he  is  difpleafed,  or  unfatisfied,  he  expreffes 
himielf  with  a  keenneft  of  fatire,  which,  however  rt 
may  delight  by  its  poignancy,  is  not  to  bcjuftifiedj 
and  I  have  reafon  to  think  very  highly,  not  only  of 
the  kindnefs  which  confulted  his  humour,  but  of  that 
temper  and  forbearance  which  reftrained  thofe  perfons 
who,  while  they  were  endeavouring  to  gratify  him, 
received  indubitable  proof  of  his  antipathy  to  their 
country. 

But  it  is  due  to  him  to  take  notice,  that  in  civility 
he  has  preferved  the  fame  equilibrium  as  in  argu- 
ment. If  he  has  ftigmatized  Scotland  as  a  country, 
and  the  Scots  as  a  people,  his  compliments  to  indi- 
viduals, in  fome  meafure  atone  for  it:  they  are  judi- 
cious, elegant,  and  well  conceived,  and  exprefs  the 
fenfe  of  gratitude  proportioned  to  the  favours  he 
experienced. 

I  will  not  repeat,  for  I  do  not  wi{h  to  perpetuate, 
thofe  paffages  that  have  given  difgufl.  I  have  ever 
cfteemed  the  Scots  as  a  brave,  ufeful,  and  virtuous 
people,  and  ftiould  be  very  forry  if  they  imagined 
Johnfon's  prqudices  common  to  their  fouthern 
nei^bours.  If,  in  his  journey  acrofs  their  continent, 
he  had  remembered,  that  a  very  commendable  and 
well-dire6ted  fpirit  of  literary  induftry  had  diftin- 
guilhed  th^m,  and,  when  among  the  Hebridians,  that 
a  perpetual  ftni^le  againft  difficulties,  and  a  pa- 
tient tderation  of  irremediaWc  evils,  is  Eminently 
3  %Iaudabl:, 

D.,.t.z.d!>vGoOQ[c 


Dr.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON.  ^Sj 
laodablcj  I  am  pcrfuaded  he  would  have  writcen 
vitb  IcTs  afperity,  and  chat  his  remarks  would  not 
have  given  that  of^nce  i^hich  I  cannot  but  own  well 
founded. 

It  is  no  lefs  to  be  lamented,  that  he  left  not  behind 
him  thofc  prgudices  ^ainll  the  ecclefiafltcal  eftab- 
Kihmem  of  Scotland  and  the  religious  perfuafion  of 
the  people,  which,  though  in  England  they  gave  little 
offence,  could  not,  in  that  kingdom,  be  indulged 
without  the  fufpicion  of  bigotry.  It  is  pretty  well 
agreed  that^  between  the  church  of  England  and  that 
of  Scotland,  the  queftions  in  difpute  relate  not  to 
doArines,  but  to  difcipline,  which,  in  the  judg^nent 
of  many  fober  perfons,  is  numbered  among  things 
indifferent.  Being  in  a  country  of  which  Chriftianity, 
in  its  utmoft  purity,  is  the  religion,  it  might  have  been 
expeftcd,  that  Johnfon,  with  a  true  catholic  fpirit, 
and  as  a  teftimony  of  refpeft  for  thejr  teachers,  would 
Occafionally  have  been  prefent  at  divine  fervJce  in 
their  churches;  but  his  narrative  contains  not  the 
lealt  hint  of  any  fuch  compliance,  though  he  has 
noted  his  joining  in  public  worfhip  at  the  Englifii 
non-juring  epi&opal  chape]  at  Aberdeen  *. 

From  a  tour  to  which  he  had  no  ftronger  an  incen- 
tive, from  ;Vhich  he  y/as  fo  littje  able  to  extract  plea- 
fure,  and  which  had  occafigned  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
enjoyments  he  found  in  i  metropolis,  it  feems  at  Hrft 
wonderful,  that  he  fljould  have  returned  fatisfied; 

*  For  diu  condcTf  enfioa  he  would  have  had  the  example  of  Mr. 
Richard  Baxter,  a  man  whom  he  profeflcd  to  admire,  who,  ai  1 
have  been  credibly  informed,  to  teftUy  his  charity  towacds  thoCr  • 
irom  whom  he  dillented  in  opinion,  wai  wont,  oacc  in  cveiy  year, 
fo  cpmmttm^c  wiUi  the  efb^lilhed  church, 

113  (hM 
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that  he  did  fo  is  certain ;  and  it  muft  be  attribute^ 
to  the  gratification  he  felt  in  the  rcfpeA  that  had  been 
paid  to  him,  in  feeing  the  celebrity  he  had  acquired, 
and  in  increafing  the  fiock  of  tus  ideas. 

Had  Johnfon  been  more  explicit  in  his  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  hofpitable  and  courteous  treatment 
he  experienced  from  a  people,  who  had  reafon  to 
look  on  him  rather  as  a  fpy  than  a  traveller,  and 
might  have  faid  to  him — *  To  difcover  the  naked- 
*  ncfs  of  the  land  are  ye  come,' — he  would  have 
given  a  proof,  that  he  had,  in  feme  degree,  overcome 
his  prejudices  againft  them  and  their  country;  but 
they  fecmed  to  be  unconquerable. 

One  of  the  laft  duties  we  learn,  is  that  of  confi- 
dering  mankind  as  one  great  family,  and  the  natives 
cf  foreign  countries,  however  differing  from  us  in 
opinions,  manners,  cuftoms,  and  other  particulars,  as 
ftanding  in  the  fame  relation  with  ourfelves  to  the 
common  Father  of  us  all :  a  duty  which  leads  us,  as 
Thomflfon  elegantly  expreffcs  it,  to 

' fcan  our  nature  with  a  brother's  eye.' 

Johnfon's  prejudices  were  too  flrong  to  permit  him 
to  extend  his  philanthropy  much  beyond  the  limits  of 
his  native  country,  and  the  pale  of  his  own  church  j 
and,  that  he  was  unable  to  conquer  his  habits  of  think- 
ing and  judging,  is  the  only  apolog)-  that  can  be  offered 
for  his  afperity  towards  the  people  whofc  country  and 
miners  he,  in  his  journey  above  fpoken  of,  has  taken 
upon  him  to  dcfcribe  i  or  that  he  has  forborne  to 
-^ifplay  any  fuch  generous  fentiments  refpcfting  the 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  as  others  have  done  who  have 
vifited  that  country.  %     • 
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In  the  ciofe  of  his  book  he  might  have  at  large 
exprefled  fbme  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  many 
courtefies  that  had  been  Ihewn  him.  He  might  at 
Icaft  have  faid,  *  the   barbarous  people  Ihewed  us 

*  much  kindnefs  j'  but  the  laft  paragraph  is  frigid 
aod  unanimated  to  an  excefs  of  afieJtation,  and  muft 
ever  fufier  by  a  comparifon  with  the  conclufion  of 
Mr.  Pennant's  Tour,  which,  as  well  for  its  elegance, 

'as  the  benevolent  fpirit  wluch  it  evidences,*  I  here 
infert. 
,    *  Llook  back  to  the  North,  and  with  a  grateful 

*  mind  acknowledge  every  benefit  I  received,  from 

*  the  remoteft  of  the  Hebrides  to  the  prefent  fpot  j 
*.  whether  I  think  of  the  hofpitality  of  the  rich,  or 

*  the  efforts  of  unblameable  poverty,  ftraining  every 

*  nerve  to  accommodate  me,  amidft  dreary  hills  and 
'  ungcnial  Qties.    The  litde  accidents  of  diet  or  of 

*  lodging,  afFeft  not  me :    I  look  farther  than  the 

*  mere  differences  of  living  or  of  cuftoms,  .to  the 

*  good  heart,  and  extenfive  benevolence,  which 
«  foftens  every  hardfhip,   and  tarns  into  delicacies 

*  the  grofleft  fare.  My  conftitution  never  yet  was 
'  difpofed  to  apatfcy,  for  which  I  can  claim  no  merit, 

*  but  am  thankful  to  the  author  of  my  frame.* — — 
And,  in  a  quotation  from  the  Religio  Medici  of  Sir 

Thomas  Brown,  he  adds : "  1  feel  not  in  myfelf    / 

*'  thofe  common  antipathies  that  I  can  difcover  in 

"  others:  thofe  national  repugnancies  do  not  touch 
**  me  J  nor  do  I  behold  with  prejudice  the  French, 
«  Italian,  Spaniard,  or  Dutch,  much  more  my  fellow- 
**  fubjefts,  howfoever  remotely  placed  from  me.  But, 
"  where  I  find  their  aftions  in  balance  with  mycoun- 
"  trymen's,  I  honour,  love,  and  eii^race  them  in 
*  -  114  "  fome 
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*'  fome  degree.  I  was  born  in  the  right  climatr,  but 
**  fecm  to  be  framed  and  conllellatcd  unto  all :  all 
**  places,  all  airs,  make  unto  me  one  country;  I 
**  am  in  England  every  where  and  under  every  me- 
**  ridian," 

I  muft  here  obfcrve,  as  it  was  a  circumftance  that 
gave  him  fome  trouble  after  his  return  to  England, 
that  during  his  ftay  in  the  Hebrides,  Johnfbn  was 
very  indufirious  in  his  enquiries  touching  the  Earfe 
language,  with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  degree  of  credit 
due  to  certain  poems  then  lately  publifeed  and  af- 
cribed  to  OlTian,  an  ancient  bard,  who,  tUl  then,  had 
fcarce  been  heard  of.  His  opinion,  upon  the  queftion 
of  their  genuinenefs,  is  pretty  decifive,  and  will  ap- 
pear bcft  in  his  own  words. 

*  I  fuppofe  my  opinion  of  the  poems  of  Oflian  is 

*  already  difcovercd.    I  believe  they  never  exifted 

*  in  any  other  form  than  that  which  we  have  feen. 

*  The  editor,  or  author,  never  could  Ihew  the  ori- 

*  ginal  'i  nor  can  it  be  Ihewn  by  any  other.  To  re- 
'  vcngc  reafonable  incredulity  by  refufing  evidence, 

*  is  a  degree  of  infolence  with  which  the  world  is  not 
'  yet  acquainted ;    and  ftubbom  audacity  is  the  laft 

*  refuge  of  guilt.    It  would  be  eafy  to  ihew  it,  if  he 

*  had' it  i  but  whence  could  it  be  had  ?  It  is  too  long 

*  to  be  remembered,  and  the  language  formerly  had 
'  nothing  written.  He  has  doubtlefs  infcrted  names 
'  that  circulate  in  popular  ftories,  and  may  have  tranf- 

*  lated  fome  wandering  ballads,  if  any  can  be  found  j 

*  and  the  names,  and  fome  of  the  images,  being  re- 

,  *  JohnTpn  had  required,  that  it  flionld  be  depdited  in  either 
the  king's  or  the  maiifciial  college  at  Aberdeen,  and  fubmitted 
to  publi^ialpeflion;  but  [his  was  never  dontf.  ,     '       ' 

'  *  coBeftcd, 
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f  colleded,  make  an  inaccurate  auditor  imagine,  by 

*  the  help  of  Caledonian  bigotry>  that  he  has  fonnerly 
'  heard  the  whole. 

'  I  afked  a  very  learned  minifter  in  Sky,  who  had  u&d 
■  all  arts  to  make  me  bcliere  the  genuinenefs  of  the 

*  book,  whether  at  !aft  he  believed  it  himfelf  j  but  he 
f  would  not  anfwer.    He  wiihed  me  co  be  deceived, 

*  forthehonourofhiscountry;  but  would  not  diredly 

*  and  formally  deceive  me.  Yet,  has  this  ftian's  lefti- 
f  mony  been  publicly  produced,  as  of  one  that  held 

*  Fingal  to  be  the  work  of  Oflian. 

'  It  is  fud,  that  fome  men  of  integrity  profefs  to 

*  h^ve  heard  parts  of  it,  but  they  all  heard  them  when 

*  they  were  boys ;  and  it  was  never  faid,  that  any  a£ 
f  them  could  recite  fix  lines.  They  remember 
f  names,  and,  perhaps,  fome  proverbial  fentimentsi 

*  and,  having  no  diflinft  ideas,  coin  a  rcfemblance 

*  without  an  original.    The  perfuaftoq  of  the  Scots, 

*  however,  is  far  from  univeiial ;  and,  in  a  queftion  lb 
^  capable  of  proof,  why  Oiould  doubt  be  fuffered  ta 
^  continue  ?  The  editor  has  been  heard  to  fay,  that 

*  part  of  the  poem  was  received   by  him,  in  the 

*  Saxon  charafter.  He  has  then  found,  by  fome 
'  peculiar  fortune,   an   unwritten  language,  written 

*  in  a  charaAer  which  the  natives  probably  never  be- 
«  held. 

*  I  have  yet  fuppofed  no  impoihire,  but  in  the 

*  publilher  1  yet,  I  am  far  from  certainty,  that  fome 

*  tranOations  have  not  been  lately  made,  that  may 
'  now  be  obtruded  as  pans  of  the  original  work. 
'  Credulity  on  one  part  is  a  ftrong  temptation  to  de- 

*  ceit  on  the  other,  efpccially  to  deceit  of  which  no 
f  perfonal  injury  is  the  confequence^  and  which  flat- 

*  ten 
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<  tcrs  the  author  with  his  own  ingenuity.   The  Scots 
»  have  fomcthing  to  plead  for  their  eafy  reception  of 

*  an  improbable  fiftion :  they  arc  feduced  by  their 

*  fondnds-for  their  fuppofcd  anceftors.    A  Scotch- 

*  man  muft  be  a  very  fturdy  moralift,  who  docs  not 

*-  love  Scodand  better  than  truth  ;    he  wilt  always  . 

*  love  it  better  than  inquiry :  and,  if  fallhood  flatters 
*■  his  vanityi  will  not  be  very  diligent  to  detect  it. 

*  Neither  ought  die  Englilh  to  be  much  influenced 

*  by  Scotch  authority ;    for  of  the  paft  and  prefenc 

*  ftate  of  the  whole  Earfc  nation,  the  Lowlanders.  arc, 
'  at  leaft,  as  ignorant  as  ourfelves.    To  be  ignorant 

*  is  painful ;    but  it  is  dangerous  to  quiet  our  unca- 

*  finefs  by  the  dclufive  opiate  of  hafty  perfuafion. 

'  But  this  IS  the  age  in  which  thofe  who  could  not 

*  read,  have  been  fuppofcd  to  write;  in  which  the  ' 

*  ^ants  of  antiquated  romance  have  been  exhibited 

*  as  realities.     If  we  know  little  of  the  ancient  High- 

*  landers,  let  us  not  fill  the  vacuity  with  Oflian.    If 

*  we  have  not  fearched  the  Magellanick  regions,  let 

*  us, "  however,  forbear  to  people  them  with  Pata- 

*  gons.' 

No  fooner  did  this  ftrong  and  unequivocal  de- 
claration of  Johnlbn's  opinion  of  the  poems  of 
Oflian  appear,  than  Mr.  James  Macpherfon,  the 
publiftier  of  them,  not  only  repelled  the  charge  of 
forgery  therein  contained,  but,  in  a  letter  to  the  author 
cf  it,  threatened  him  with  corporal  chaftifement.  If 
Mr.  Macpherfon  had  known  his  man,  he  would  pro- 
bably have  forborne  the  thought  of  fuch  a  revenge. 
To  ftiew  his  contempt  of  him  and  all  that  he  was 
able  to  do  that  could  hurt  him,  Johnfon  returned  the 
following  brief  but  fpirited  anfwer  : 

7  '"Mr. 

r.'t.:f:i.vGooi;5lc 
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*  Mr.  James  Macpherson,         No  date. 

*  I  received  your  fooiifli  and  impudent  letter.— 

*  Any  violence  rhac  Jhall  be  attempted  upon  me,  I 

*  will,  do  my  bed  to  repel ;  and  what  I  cannot  do  for 

*  myfclf,  the  law  fhall  do  for  mc;  for  I  will  not  be 

*  hindered  from  expofing  what  I  think  a  cheat,  by 

*  the  menaces  of  a  ruffian.     What  woidd  you  have 

*  me  retraft  ?  I  thought  your  work  an  impofitlon  j 

*  I  think  fo  fliil ;   and,  for  my  opinion,  I  have  giveo 

*  reafons  which  I  here  dare  you  to  refute.'        Your 

*  abilities,  fince  your  Homer,  arc  not  fo  formidabk; 
'  and,  what  I  hear  of  your  morality,  inclines  me  b> 

*  credit  rather  what  you  ihall  prove,  than  what  you 

*  Ihall  fay.' 

Whether  Johnfon  was  apprchenfive  that  his  adver- 
fary  would  put  his  threat  in  execution,  or  that  he 
meant  to  Ihew  all  who  came  to  fee  him,   that  he 

,  ftood  upon  his  guard,  he  provided  himfelf  with  a 
weapon,  both  of  the  defcnfive  and  oSenfive  kind.  It 
was  an  oak-plant  of  a  tremendous  lize ;  a  plant,  I 
fay,  and  not  a  fhoot  or  branch,  for  it  had  had  a  root, 
which  bdng  trimmed  to  the  fize  of  a  large  orange, 
became  the  head  of  it.  Its  height  was  upwards  o£ 
fix  feet,  and  from  about  an  inch  in  diameter  at  the 
lower  end,  increafed  to  near  three :  this  he  kept  in 
his  bed-chamber,  fo  near  the  chair  in  which  he  con- 

■  ftantly  fat,  as  to  be  within  reach. 

But  this  precaution  for  his  defence  turned  out  to 
be  unneceflary.  Jt^nfon's  letter,  above  inferted,  puc 
an  end  to  the  difpute  between  him  and  Macpherfon  j 
but,  by  other  pcrfons,  it  was  continued  with  a  degree 
of  afpcrity  equal  to  that  which  was  Ihcwn  in  the  con- 
troverfy 
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troveriy  concerning  the  gcnuinenefs  of  Phalaris's 
epi&es,  and  mth  as  much  acutcnefs  as  that  which 
tended  to  afcertain  the  queftion,  whether  the  poenis 
lately  afcribcd  to  Rowlie  are  not  forgeries.  Mode- 
rators have  alfo  interpofcd,  as  there  did  in  the  difpute 
about  the  authenticity  of  the  Sybillinc  oracles,  and 
with  as  litde  fuccefs  :  the  world  remains,  and  is  likely 
ever  to  remain,  without  fatisfaftion  in  refpeA  of  cither 
the  one  or  the  other. 

Before  this  time,  Johnfon  had  undertaken  to  revife 
the  former  edition  of  his  Shakcfpearc,  and  extend  his 
'  plan,  by  admitting  the  corrections  and  illuftrations  of 
various  other  commentators.  He  therefore,  .in  con- 
jundion  with  Mr.  George  Stecvens,  publiflied  in  177 j, 
a  new  edition  of  that  author,  in  ten  oitavo  volumes, 
which  was  republilhed  with  acraitions  in  1773. 

In  1774,  the  parliament  hming  been  diffolved, 
and  Mr.  Wilkes  perfifting  in  his  endeavours  to  be- 
come a  reprefentative  in  that  which  was  about  to  be 
chofen,  Johnfon  addrefled  to  the  eleftors  of  Great 
Britain  a  pamphlet,  entitled  *  The  Patriot}'  the  de- 
fign  whereof -is  to  guard  them  from  impofuion,  and 
teach  them  to  diftinguilh  that  which,  of  itfelf  feems 
fufficiently  obWous,  the  difference  between  true  and 
falfc  patriotiiin  j  but  the  madnefs  of  the  people  was 
then  at  its  height,  and  they  needed  to  be  told  how 
often  in  iheir  lucid  intervals  they  had  lamented  the 
deceits  pradifcd  on  them  by  artful  and  defigning 
men.  With  this  view,  he  defcribes  a  patriot,  as  one 
whofe  public  copduft  is  regulated  by  one  fmgle  mo- 
tive, the  love  of  his  country ;  who,  as  an  agent  in 
parliament,  has,  for  himfelf,  neither  hope  nor  fear, 
neither  kindnefs   nor  refeptment,   but  refers  every 

thing 
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thing  to  the  common  intereft.  Thefe,  and  oth^r 
marks  of  patriotifm  by  him  poiottd  out,  he  allowa 
to  be  fuch  as  artifice  may  counterfeit,  or  folly  mif- 
apply ;  but  he  enumerates  federal  chara^eriflrical 
modes  of  fpeaking  and  afting,  which  may  prove  a 
man  not  to  be  a  patriot;  which  difcrimination  he 
illuftrates  in  fundry  inftances,  by  pointed  references 
to  the  conduct  of  many  of  chofe  men  who  were 
courting  the  favour  of  the  people :  thefe,  an  abridg- 
ment would  injure>  and  I  therefore  give  dicm  in  his 
own  words:    '  It    may  fafely  be  pronounced,    that 

*  -chofe  men  are  no  patriots,  who,  when  the  nati" 
'  onal  honour  was  vindicated  in  the  fight  of  Europe, 
'  and  die  Spaniards  having  invaded  what  they  call 

*  their  own,  had  Ihrunk  to  a  difavowal  of  their  at- 
'  tempt,  and  a  relaxation  of  their  claim,  would  ftill 

*  have  inftigated  us  to  a  war  for  a  bleak  and  barren 

*  fpot  in  the  Magellanic  ocean,  of  which  no  ufe  could 

*  be  made,  unlefs  it  were  a  place  of  exile  for  the  hy- 

*  pocrites  of  patriotifm.— ^He  that  wiJhes  to  fee 

*  his  country  robbed  of  its  rights,  cannot  be  a  pa- 

*  triot.     That  man,  therefore,  is  no  patriot,  who 

*  juftifics  the  ridiculous  claims  of  American  ufur- 

*  pation ;  who  endeavours  to  deprive  the  nation  of 
'  its  natural  and  lawful  authority  over  its  own  colo- 

*  nics,  ihofe  colonies  which  were  fetded  under  Eng- 
'  lifti  proteftion,  were  conftituted  by  an  Englifli  char- 

*  ter,  and  have  been  defended  by  Englifli  arms.    To 

*  fuppqfe,  that,  by  fending  out  a  colony,  the  nation 

*  eftablilhcd  an  independent  power ;  dut  when,  by 
'  indulgence  and  favour,  emigrants  are  become  rich, 

*  they  fliall  not  contribute  to  their  own  defence,  but 

*  at  th«r  own  pleafure,  and  that  they  Ihall  not  be 

*  included^ 
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*  included,  like  millions  of  thor  fellow-fulge^,  in 

*  the  general  fyftem  of  reprefentation,  •invtdves  fuch 

*  an  accumulation  of  abfurditjr,  as  nothing  but  the 

*  ffiew  of  patriotilmTfould  palliate.* His  laft  dc- 

fignation  of  the  clafs  of  men  whom  he  means  to.ftig- 
matifej  is  the  following : — *  That  man  is  not  a  pa- 

*  triot,  who  denies  his  governors  their  due  pradfe, 

*  and  who  conceals  from  the  public  the  benefits  which 

*  tfiey  receive.    Thofe,  therefore,  can  lay  no  claim 

*  to  this  illuftrious  appellation,  who  inipute  want  of 

*  public  fpirit  to  the  late  parliament ;  an  affembly  of 

*  men,  whom,  notwithftanding  fome  fluftuations  of 

*  counfel,  and  fome  weaknefs  of  agency,  the  nation 

*  muft  always  remember  with  gratitude,  fince  it  is 

*  indebted  to  them  for  a  very  ample  conceflion  in  the 

*  refignation  of  proteftions,  and  a  wife  and  honeft 

*  attempt  to  improve  the  conftitution,  in  the  newjudi- 
■  cature  inftituted  to  try  eleftions.' 

Johnfon  publiflied  alfo  in  1775,  a  pamphlet 
intitled,  *  Taxation  no  Tyranny,'  an  anfwcr  to  the 
refolutions  and  addrefs  of  the  American  congrefs  -,  in 
which,  as  the  ground  of  his  argument,  he  aflumes 
as  felf-evident,  the  following  propofition :  '  In  all  the 
'  parts  of  human  knowledge,  whether  terminating  in 

*  fciencc  merely  fpeculative,  or  operating  upon  life 

*  private  or  civil,    are  admitted  fome  fundamental 

*  principles,  or  common  axioms,  which,  being  gene- 
'  rally  received,  are  little  doubted,  and  being  litde 

*  doubted,  have  been  rarely  proved. 

'  Of  ihefe  gratuitous  and   acknowledged  truths, 

*  it  is  often  the  fate  to  become  lefs  evident  by  en- 
'  dcavours  to  explain  them,  however  necelTary  fuch 

*  endeavours  may  be  made  by  the  mifapprehcnfiona 
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'  of  abfurdity,  or  the  fophiftries  of  tatcreft.  It  U 
'  difficult  to  prove  the  principles  of  fciencei  becaulc 
*-  notions  cannot  always  be  found  more  intelli^ble 

*  than  thofc  which  are  queftioned*    It  is  difficult  t* 

*  prove  the  principles  of  pra^ice,  becaufe  they  have, 
'  for  the  moft  part,  not  been  difcovercd  by  invefti- 
.*  gation,  but  obtruded  by  experience ;    and  the  de- 

*  monftrator  will  find>  after  an  operofe  deduAion,  that 

*  he  has  been  trying  to  make  that  feen^  which  can 

*  be  only  felt. 

*  Of  this  kind  is  thepofiuon  that  the/upreme  pnotr 

*  »f  every  community  has  the  right  of  requiring  from  ail 

*  itsfubje£ls,fucb  iontributions  as  are  necejiary  to  the 

*  public  fafety  or  public  profperityy  which  was  confi- 

*  dered  by  all  mankind  as  compriring  the  primary 

*  and  cffential  condition  of  all  political  fociety,  till 

*  it  became   difputed  by  thofe  zealots  of  anarchy, 

*  who  have  denied  Co  the  parliament  of  Britain  the 

*  right  of  taxing  the  American  colonies.' 

Widi  much  wit  does  he  ridicule,  and  widi  force  <^ 
reafoning  refute,  the  arguments  founded  on  the  in' 
abilityof  the  Americans  to  bear  taxation,  their  powers 
of  rcfiftancc,  theftubbornnefsof  their  tempers,  and  the 
profits  accruing  to  this  country  by  its  commerce  with 
them:  thefe,  he  tells  us,  are  ufed  only  as  auxiliaries  to 
that  other,  which,  as  he  briefly  ftaies  it,  is  — '  that  to 

*  tax  the  colonics  is  ufurpation  and  oppreffion,  an  in- 

*  vafion  of  natural  and  legal  rights,  and  a  vi|iaion 

*  of ,  thofc  principles  which  fu|^>on  the  conftiti&li  Ml 

*  theEnglilh  government.  "* 

He  next  confiders  the  legal  confequcnces  of  migra- 
tion from  a  mother-country,  and  afterwards  proceeds 
to  an  examination  of  that  fallacious  pofidon,  that  Irom 
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an  Englifhman  nothing  can  be  taken  but  by  his  otnl 
confent,  and  of  the  argument  grounded  thercon>  that 
'  the  Amcricins,  being  unrcprcfented  in  parliamenr» 
cannot  be  faid  to  hare  confentcd  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  and  that,  refuflng  their  confent  as  individuals, 
they  cannot  legally  be  taxed. 

Of  this  he  fays,  that  *  it  is  a  pofition  of  a  mighty 

*  found,  but  that  every  man  that  utters  it,  with  what- 

*  ever  confidence,  and  every  man  that  hears  it,  with 

*  whatever  acquiefcence,  if  confent  be  fu{q>ofcd  ta 

*  imply  the  power  of  refufal,  feels  to  be  falfe,  for  that, 

*  in  wide  extended  dominions,  the  bufinefs  of  the  pub- 
'  lie  mull  be  done  by  delegation,  and  the  choice  of 
'  delegates  is  by  a  feleftnumberof  clcAors,  who  are' 

*  often  far  from  unanimity  in  their  choice  j  and  where 

*  the  numbers  :^roach  to  equality,  almofl  half  muft 

*  be  governed,   not  only  \^tboulv  but  againft  their 

*  choice.*  Of  thofe,  who  are  not  eleftors,  he  fays  :— 
'  theyftand  idle  and  helplefs  fpeAators  of  thecommon- 

*  wcal,whollyunconcemcdinthegovaTimentofthem- 
«  fclves.'  The  refolutionoftheCongrcfs,  that  their  an-» 
ccftors,who  firft  fettled  the  colonies,  were,  at  the  time 
of  their  emigration  from  the  mother-country,  entitled 
to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  free  and 
natural-born  fubjefts  within  the  realm  of  England,  he 
admits ;  but  granting  it,  he  contends,  that  their  boaft 
of  original  rights  is  at  an  end,  and  that,  by  their  emi- 
gration, they  funk  down  into  colonifts,  governed  by  a 
charter ;  and  diat  though,  by  fuch  emigration,  they 
had  not  forfeited,  furrendered,  or  loft,  any  of  thofc 
rights,  they  had  loft  them  by  natural  eiFefls,  that  is  to 
fay,  had  abandoned  them. '  A  man,'  fays  he,  *  can 

*  be  but  in  oae  place  at  once  %  he  canoothave  the  adi 

*  vantages 
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*  vwitagcs  of  multiplied  refidcnce.    He  that  will  en- 

*  joy  the  brightnefs  of  funfliine,  mufl:  quit  the  coolneft 

*  of  the  ihaie.    And  though  an  emigranc>  having  a 

*  right  to  vote  Tor  a  knight  or  burgefs,  by  croinng 

*  the  Atlantic  does  not  nullify  that  right,  he  tenders 

*  the  exertion  of  it  no  longer  poffiblc^— — But  the 

*  privileges  of  an  American,'  adds  he,   *  fcom  the 

*  Itniits  Gf  place  {  they  are  pare  of  himfelf,  and  can- 

*  hot  be  loft  by  departure  from  his  country  i  they  float 

*  in  the  air,  or  glide  under  the  ocean.* 

He  next  confiders  the  legal  operation  of  charters, 
iand  foi^s  not  to  note,  that  from  the  exemption  of 
the  firft  lettlers  in  Maflachufet's  bay  from  taxes  for 
feren  years,  it  muft  be  inferred,  that  at  the  end  thereof 
they  were  liable  to  taxation. 

It  is  not  my  purpofe  to  give  at  length  the  feveral 
arguments  contained  in  this  moft  excellent  pamphlet* 
1  fhall,  tho^ore,  content  myfelf  with  extracting 
from  it  a  few  paAages,  which  lUnd  difttnguilhed  from 
Others,  eithw  by  their  wit,  or  the  ftrength  of  reafoning 
difplayed  in  them.  Of  chat  clafs  are  thefe  chat 
follow  i 

*  To  be  prqudiced  is  dways  to  be  weak ;  yet  there 

*  are  prejudices  fo  near  to  laudable,  that  they  have 

*  often  been  praifed,  and  arc-  always  pardoned.     To 

*  love  their  country  has  been  coitfidered  as  virtue  in, 

*  men  wKofe  love  could  not  be  otherwife  than  blind, 
'  becaufe  their  preference  was  made  without  compa- 

*  rifon;  but  it  has  never  been  my  fortune  to  find, 

*  either  in  ancient  or  modern  writers,  any  honourable 
■  mention  of  diofe  who  have,  with  equal  blindnefi, 

*  hated  their  country. 

Vol.  I.  K  k  *  Thcfc 
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'  Thefe  anti-patriotic  prejudices  arc  the  abortion* 

*  of  folly,  impregnated  by  fadlion,  which,  being  pro- 
.  "  duccd  againft  the  ftandii>g  order  of  nature,  have  not 

'  ftrcngth  filfficient  for  long  life.    They  are  born  only 

*  to  fcream  and  perifh,  and  leave  them  to  contempt  or 

*  deteftation,  whofc  kindnefs  was  emplc^ed  to  nurle 

*  them  into  mifchief.* 

To  the  menaces  of  the  heroes  of  Bofton,  that  they 
would  leave  their  town  and  be  free,  rather  than  fubmit 
to  the  ftamp-aft,  in  which  cafe  he  fays,  they  would 
leave  good  houfes,  to  wifer  men,  he  oppofes  this  fobei 
advice : 

*  Yet,  before  they  quit  the  comforts  of  a  warm 

*  home  for  the  founding  fomething  which  they  think 

*  better,  he  cannot  be  thought  their  enemy,  who  ad- 

*  vifes  them  to  confider  well  whether  they  /hall  find 
'  it.    By  turning  fiihermen  or  hunters,  woodmen  or 

*  (hepherds,  they  may  become  wild,  but  it  is  not  fo 

*  eafy  to  conceive  them  free ;  for  who  can  be  more  a 

*  flave  than  he  that  is  driven  by  force  from  the  com- 
'  forts  of  life,  is  cranpclled  to  leave  his  houfe  to  a 

*  cafual  comer,  and,  whatever  he  does,  or  wherever 

*  he  wanders,  finds  every  moment  fome  new  tefti- 

*  mony  of  his  own  fubjcftion.     If  choice  of  wills  be 

*  freedom,  the  felon  in  the  gallies  his  his  choice  of 

*  labour  or  ftripes.      The  Boftonian  may  quit  his 

*  houfe  to  ftarve  in  the  fields  >  his  dog  may  refufe 

*  to  fet,  and  finart  under  the  lafh,  and  they  may  then 

*  congratulate  each  other  on  the  fmiles  of  liberty, 

*  profufe  of  bii/St  andprtgnant  with  dtligbt  *. 

*  AddUba'i  letter  from  Inly. 
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*  To  treat  fuch  defigns  as  ferious,  would  be  to 

'  think  too  contemptibly  of  Boftonian  underltandingi. 

*  The  artifice,  indeed,  is  not  new :   the  blufterer  who 

*  threatened  in  vain  his  opponent,  has  fometimes  ob- 

*  tained  his  end,  by  making  it  believed  tic  muld 

*  hang  himfelf.' 

In  a  more  ferious  flrain  of  reafoning,  he  thus  argues : 

*  Our  colonies,  however  diftant,  have  been  hitherto 

*  treated  as  conftituent  parts  of  the  Britilh  empire. 

*  The  inhabitants,  incorporated  by  Englifh  charters, 
'  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  Engliftimen.    They 

*  are  goremed  by  Engliih  laws,  entitled  to  Engtifti 

*  dignities,  regulated  by  Englilh  counfcls,  and  pro- 

*  tefted  by  Englilh  arms  j  and  it  feems  to  follow  by 

*  confcquence  not  eafily  avoided,  that  rfiey  are  fub- 
^  jeft  to  Englifli  government,  and  chargeable  by  Ejig- 

*  lilh  taxation.* 

The  above  citations  are  evidences  of  Johnfon's 
ikill  in  political  controverfy,  and  arc  but  flight  fpc- 
cimens  of  that  fpecies  of  oratory  which  delights  the 
tfar,  and  convinces  the  underftanding.  With  refpeft  to 
logical  precifion,  and  ftrength  of  argument,  the  tradls, 
from  whence  they  are  fevcrally  .taken,  defy  all  com- 
parifon  I  and,  as  they  abound  in  wit,  and  difcover 
nothing  of  that  acrimony  which  difgraces  former 
controverfies,  the  Difciplinarian  and  Bangorian  not  • 
excepted,  may  be  confidered  as  (landing  exemplars  of 
polemical  eloquence,  and  political  ratiocination. 

The  friends  of  fedition  and  rebellion  were  highly . 
exalpcrated  ^ainft  Johnfon  for  his  interfering,  by 
thefe  publications,  in  the  debate  of  political  queftjons  i 
they  were  provoked  to  fee  fuch  talents  as  his  employed 
ill  «xpiofing  the  malignity  of  faAion,  and  detcifting 
Kka  the 
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die  artifices  of  ^ofe,  who,  by  Tpecious  oratory  and 
falfercafoningjwere  courting  popularity,  and  deluding 
die  inhabitants  of  this  country  into  a  refignation  of 
their  rights.  It  was  not,  f^d  they,  for  a  man  of  his 
abftraAed  genius,  a  philofopher,  a  moralift,  and, 
a  poet,  to  concern  himfelf  in  the  contentions  be- 
tween a  parent-Hate  and  its  offspring.  The  niales> 
gentle  creatures !  arc(rf"nop4rty:  they 


«  .  ,1-1, —  .III  .— — I....— ■  in  a  nng 
■  Ay  round  about  Jove's  altar  fing.* 

Il  Pkhsbkoso. 

Aad>  in  confortiuty  to  this  chara£ter,  it  behoved 
him  to  be  a  filent  fpedator  of  all  that  was  pafHiig,' 
and  leave  the  agitation  of  political  queftions  to  men, 
whofe  malevolence  comprehended  in  it  all  the  qua- 
lifications neceffary  in  the  courfe  of  fuch  a  war- 
fare*. 

But  John&n  was  of  another  mind  :  he  was  con- 
fciom  of  his  own  abilities,  and  felt  within  himfelf 
fuch  powers  of  reafoning,  fuch  a  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  civil  policy,  as  qualified  him  for  a  conteft, 
not  with  American  planters,  or  colony  agents,  but 
with  tumid  orators,  factious  lawyers,  and  intereftcd 
fclfifli  merchants.    And,  in  this  exercife  of  his  pen, 

*  In  like  manner  did  they  before  refent  the  poblicatioo  by  Mr. 
Hogarth  of  a  print  called  ■  TTie  Times,'  the  intent  whereof  was 
to  omte  the  people,  and  facilitate  the  negodationi  for  peace.  The 
pattiotk  in  oppofidon  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  had,  in  their  time, 
viz,  immediatel/  after  the  publication  of  the  ELake't  Ptogrefsr 
cndearowed  to  engage  Mr.  Hogarth  to  defign  a  fcriea  of  printi* 
to  be  intitled  '  The  State&nan's  Frogrels,'  but  he,  fcorning  to 
proftitnte  hit  art  to  the  pnrpofes  ef  foftion*  r^eAed  thdr  ofier. 

he 
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he  was  not  lefs  fmcere  than  formidable.  Admitting 
him  to  be  a  tory,  he  was  a  friend  to  both  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  and  civil  eflablifhment  of  his  country ;  and  he 
thought  it  his  duty,  as  a  good  fubjeft,  -when  the  legif- 
lative  authority  was  denied,  to  refiite  the  arguments 
of  fuch  as  refifted  it. 

It*  has  been  infinuated,  that  in  his  vindication'  of 
the  meafures  of  govemment,  as  contained  in  the  feveral 
pamphlets  before  cited,  Johnfon  had  an  eye  rather  t9 
the  obligation  which  his  penfion  implied,  than  to  the 
queftions  in  debate.  This,  if  it  could  be  proved, 
might  be  an  objeAion  to  his  integrity,  but  fets  him 
but  on  a  kvel  with  his  opponents,  whofe  apparent 
and  known  motive  to  oppofition  and  clamour  was  the 
delire  of  popularity,  as  a  means,  whereby  the  ambi- 
tious among  them  hoped  to  atcun  power,  and  the 
indigent  to  acquire  places  or  emoluments }  and  who 
will  fay,  that  an  itch  for  vulgar  applaufe  is  not  as 
corrupt  a  motive  to  an  action  as  any  that  can  be  im- 
puted to  one  in  Johnfon 's  Qtuation  ?  But  with  matters 
of  opinion,  motives  have  nothing  to  do :  arguments 
alone  are  the  weapons  of  controveriy.  With  refpcft 
to  the  firft  pampMet,  *  The  Falfe  Alarm,'  the  qucftion 
there  agitated  was,  whether  the  expuUion  of  a  member 
of  one  of  the  houfes  of  parliament,  by  a  majority  of 
votes,  imported  a  defign  on  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  inipartial  pofterity,  which  muft  decide  upon 
it,  will  look  no  farther  than  to  the  reafoning  of  eacli 
party. 

Of  thqfe  who  endeavour  at  this  time  to  excite  ful^ 

picions  of  this  nature,  it  may  be  truly  fad,  that  they 

undejftand  neither  the  conftitution,  nor  the  politics 

of  this  country  i  nor  do  they  know,  that  the  former 
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is  now  fo  amended  by  the  conceflions  which,  fince 
the  rcftoration,  have  been  made  by  the  crown  to  the 
people,  that  lefs  is  to  be  feared  from  princes  or  their 
minifters,  who  are  ever  rcfponfible  for  their  conduft, 
than  from  artful  and  defigning  men,  ftimulatcd  by- 
ambition,  or  provoked  by  difappointment,  and  fur- 
nifiied  with  the  fafcinating  powers  of  popular  elo- 
quence. 

I  forbear  to  animadvert  on  the  two  next  fucceeding 
pamphlets,  *  Falkland's  iflands,'  and  '  The  Patriot  / 
but  Ihall  obferve  that  die  laft  of  the  four,  '  Taxation 

*  no  Tyranny,'  has  not  only  never  received  an  anfwer, 
but  the  converfe  of  the  propoiition  has  never  yet  been 
fo  proved,  by  ailments  founded  on  legal  principles, 
as  to  malce  a  vindication  of  Johnfon's  reafoning  ne- 
cefiary,  for  any  other  purpofe,  than  that  of  preventing 
the  ignorant  .from  being  mifled.  The  principle  af- 
fumed  by'Johnlbn,  that  *  thefupreme  powerof  every 

*  community  has  the  right  of  requiring  from  all  its 

*  fubjefts  fuch  contributions  as  are  necefiary  to  the 

*  public  fafcty,  or  public  profperity,'  is  as  fclf-cvident, 
as  that  obedience  is  due  from  children  to  parents, 
and  is  not  refuted  by  the  aflertion,  that  the  confenc 
of  thofe  who  are  required  thus  to  contribute,  is  ne- 
ceffary,  for,  were  it  fo,  what  becomes  of  the  right  ? 
Neither  is  the  pofition,  that  taxation  and  reprefentatioh 
are  correlative,  to  be  admitted  as  a  principle  of  the 
Englilh  conftitution,  feeing  it  does  not,  nor  ever  did, 
cxift  as  a  part  of  it ;  and  that  the  far  greater  number 
of  the  fubjedls  of  England,  men  who  are  not  free- 
holders to  a  certain  amount,  copyholders,  who  are  a 
third  of  the  landholders  in  this  kingdom,  and  all 
women,  arc  unrcprefented  in  parliMiient,  and  bound 
by  laws  enafted  by  the  reprefentatives  of.others,  but 
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in  no  fenfe  of  themfclves.  In  cities,  ?hd  boroughs, 
the  reprtfentation  is  often  of  the  mcaneft  of  the  , 
people ;  in  London,  for  inftance,  where  a  mechanic, 
if  he  be  a.  liveryman,  has  a  vote,  and  a  freeholder, 
wanting  that  qualification,  though  aflTeffed  ever  fo 
high  to  the  land-tax,  has  none. 

This  aflertion  might  pofllbly  have  place  in  a  ftate 
about  to  be  founded,  as  none  ever  was  or  is  likely  to 
be,  on  foleran  agreement,  or  that  pollucal  fiftion  called 
an  original  contraft  j  but,  the  conftitution  of  a  ftate 
already  formed,  is  to  be  taken  as  we  find  it.  Nor  has 
any  one  of  thofe  who  deny  the  right  of  a  mother- 
country  to  tax  its  colonies,  attempted  to  prove  an 
exemption,  by  any  other  arguments  than  are  to  be 
found  in  Mr.  Locke's  Efiay  on  Government,  a  dif- 
courfe  of  general  import,  and  which  applies  to  no  ex- 
ifting  conftitution  on  earth  *. 

The  above  trafts,  as  they  contain  no  evidence  of 
a  perfonal  attachment  of  the  author  to  thofe  who, 
at  the  rcfpcftive  times  of  their  appearance,  had  the 
direftion  of  the  public  councils,  are  a  refutation  of 
all  thofe  flanders  which  they  drew  on  him  j  and,  as 

"  loDcehadAconrerrationon  this  fubjrAwith  a  nobleman,  who 
afterwards  attained  to  the  height  of  power  in  the  adminillration, 
andwasagainft  theprorecution  of  the  American  war;  the  £uneivlio 
WM  once  heard  to  utter  thii  llabbing  truth,  that  the  fun  of  Great 
firitun'i  glory  was  then  fet ;  who  went  no  farther  than  to  doubt  of 
the  right  above  fpoken  of;  and,  for  this  doubt  he  had  no  better* 
reafoD  to  urgCi  than  that  Cromwell,  in  his  levies  on  the  Americans 
for  the  common  lervice,  contenled  himfclf  with  a  bare  re<]uilition 
of  iiich  fupplies  ai  they,  in  their  difcretion,  fhould  judge  propcrri- 
onate  to  their  circumilances  and  abilities.  The'fame  oifer  had  been 
made  t^  Mr.  Grcnville  to  the  American  agenta  here ;  but,  being 
kept  back  from  Aeir  conffinients,  it  Med  of  iu  eSeH. 
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the  fubjcAs  of  them,  feverally,  are  queftions  of  ch* 
greateft  national  importance,  fufficiendy  dillinguiff^ 
him  from  thofe  hireling  fcribblers,  who,  in  the  con,- 
tcfts  of  faftions,  are  retained  on  the  fide  of  cithcr^ 
party,  and  whom  the  vulgar  ftyle  political  writer;. 
In  like  maniier  did  Addifbn  and  Hoadjy  employ  their 
talents:  they  were  both  friends  of  government,  and 
wrote  in  defence  of  the  pubUc  meafurcs,  and  not  only 
efcaped  obloquy,  but  were  and  ftUl  are  celebrated  as 
lovers  of  their  country. 

I  have  hitherto  forborne  to  fpeak,  odierwife  than 
in  general  terms,  of  Johnfbn's  political  principles  ^ 
but,  the  talk  of  reviewing  the  trafts  above  cited,  has. 
revived  in  my  mernory  many  of  his  fentiments,  which, 
at  different  times,  he  communicated  to  me,  on  the 
fubjefts  of  governrftent,  the  Englifh  conftitution^ 
and  the  motives  to  patty  oppofitibn.  That  he  wa^ 
a  tory,  he  not  only  never  hefitated  to  confefs,  but,' by 
his  frequent  inveftives  ag^inft  the  whigs,  was  forward 
to  proclaim  ;  yet,  was  he  not  fo  befotted  in  his  no- 
tions, as  to  abett  what  is  called  the  patriarchal  fcheme^ 
as  delineated  by  Sir  Robert  Filmer  aod  other  writer^ 
on  government  j  nor,  with  others  of  a  more  fober 
caft,  to  acquiefce  in  the  opinion  that,  becauie  fubmi£r. 
lion  to  governors  is,  in  general  terms,  inculcated  ia, 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  tlie  refiftance  of  tyranny  and  op- 
prefllon  is,  in  all  cafes,  unlawfbl:  he  fecmed  rather  to 
adopt  the  fentiments  of  HooKer  on  the  fubjeft,  as  ex-r 
.plained  by  Hoadly,  and,  by  confequence,  to  look  on 
■  fubmiffion  to  lawful  authority  as  a  moral  obligation  t 
he,  therefore,  condemned  the  conduft  of  James  the 
fecorid  during  his  Ihort  reign;  and,  had  he  been  a 
fubjeft  of  that  weak  and  infatuated  monarchi  would, 
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X  am  periiiaded,  have  refilled  any  invafion  pf  his 
right,  or  unwarrantable  exertion  of  power,  with  the 
fame  fpirit,  as  did  die  prefident  and  fellows  of  Mag-> 
dalen  college,  or  thofe  confcientioys  divines  the  fevea 
bilhops.  This  dil^fition,  as  It  leads  to  whigglfm, 
pne  would  have  thought,  might  have  reconciled  him 
to  the  memory  of  his  fucceflbr,  whofe  excrcife  of  the 
regal  authority  among  us  merited  better  returns  thaa 
were  made  him ;  but,  it  had  pa  fuch  efieft :  he  never 
fpokeof  king  William  but  in  terms  of  reproach,  and» 
in  his  opinion  of  him,  teemed  to  adopt  all  the  prdu- 
dices  of  Jacobite  bigotry  and  rancour. 

For  the  Englifh  conftitution^  as  originally  framed, 
he  ever  expreffed  a  profound  reverence.  He  undcr- 
flood  it  well,  and  had  noted  in  his  mind  the  changes 
it  had  at  various  periods  undergone,  that  a  to  fay, 
'  firft-,  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  VII.  when  the  yeomanry 
yfCTC  put  into  a  ftate  of  competition  with  the  nobility ; 
afterwards,  when  by  the  abolition  of  tenures,  and  the 
putting  down  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries,  occaGon 
was  given  to  Sir  Harbotrle  Grimfton  to  fay  that,  in 
?hat  tranfaftion,  neither  did  the  crown  know  what  it 
loft,  nor  the  people  what  they  had  gained ;  and  laftly, 
by  the  erecting  a  monicd,  in  oppofition  to  the  landed, 
jntereft,  and  the  introdyftion  of  the  fcience  and 
praftice  of  fijnding. 

He,  therefore,  looked  not  on  Magna  Charta  as  the 
palladium  of  our  liberties,  (knowing  fijU  well,  that, 
excepting  that  chapter  thereof,  which  has  been  ib 
often  partially  cited,  that  is  to  fay,  with  the  omiffion 
pf  the  words^  vcl  per  legem  terras  *,  ycry  little  of  the 

whole 

'  NuUusHbeihoiDOcapiaturj  vel  imprifonetur,  autdi£eifictur 
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whole  ftatute  will  apply  to  the  conftitution  in  its  now 
improved  ftatCj)  but  to  the  fubfequent  conceflionsof 
the  crown  in  favour  of  the  people,  fuch  as  are  the 
petition  of  right,  the  habeas-corpus  aft,  the  bill  of 
rights,  and  numerous  other  ftatutes  of  a  like  beneficial 
tendency. 

To  party-oppofition  he  ever  cxpreffed  great  aver- 
fion ;  and,  of  die  pretences  of  patriots,  always  ipoke 
with  indignation  and  contempt.  He  partook  of  the 
ftiort-lived  joy  that  infatuated  the  public,  when  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  ceafed  to  have  the  direftion  of  the 
national  councils,  andtrufted  to  the  profeffions  of  Mr. 
Pulteney  and  his  adherents,  who  called  themfelves  the 
country-party,  that  all  elections  fhould  thenceforward 
be  free  and  uninSuenced,  and  that  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, which  were  never  praftifcd  but  by  courtiers' 
and  their  agents,  fhould  be  no  more.  A  few  weeks, 
nay,  a  few  days,  convinced  Johnfon,  and  indeed  all 
England,  that  what  had  afTumed  the  appearance  of 
patriotifm,  was  perfonal  hatred  and  inveterate  malice 
in  fome,  and  in  others,  an  ambition  for  that  power, 
which,  when  they  had  got  it,  they  knew  not  how  to 
exercife.  A  change  of  men,  and  in  fome  refpeft,  of 
meafures,  took  place :  Mr.  Pulteney's  ambition  was 
gratified  by  a  peerage ;  the  wants  of  his  aflbciates 
were  relieved  by  places, and  feats  at  the  public  boardsj 
and,  in  a  Ihort  time,  the  ftream  of  government  refumed 
its  former  channel,  and  ran  with  a  current  as  even  at 
it  had  ever  done. 

de  libero  wnemento  fiio,  Tel  libert«Bb«,  vel  libem  amfaetudi- 
nibiu  fuis,  ant  utlegamr,  aut  exnletur>  ant  ali^no  modo  definMnir, 
nee  fuper  eum  ibimm,  nee  foper  enm  mittemiw,  nifi  per  legale 
judicium  pariani  foonun,  vel  per  legem  terra.  Nulli  veitdeataa, 
itnlli  oegabimus,  aut  dificremui  juftitiam,  vel  refhim. 

Vpoa, 
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Upon  this  derelopemcnt  of  the  motives,  the  views, 
and  the  confiftency  of  the  above-mentioned  band  oS 
patriots,  Johnfon  once  remarked  to  me,  that  it  had 
given  more  ftrength  to  government  than  all  that  had 
been  written  in  its  defence,  meaning  thereby,  that  It 
had  deftroyed  all  confidence  in  men  of  that  charaitcr. 
Little  did  he  then  think,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
would  again  be  deluded,  by  fallacious  rcafoning  and 
fpecious  eloquence,  into  a  fruitlefs  expenditure  t£ 
near  one  hundred  millions,  or  that  Ilarues  would 
ever  be  erefted  to  eternize  the  memory  of  a  minifter, 
of  whom,  in  1771,  he  faid  it  would  be  happy  if  the 
nation  Iliould  difmifs  him  to  namelefs  obfcurity. 

Hiftory  has  been  faid  to  be  philofoj^y  teaching 
by  example,  and  well  would  it  be  for  mankind,  if 
they  would  convert  events  into  precepts,  and  not 
poftpone  their  care  to  prevent  evils,  till  their  own  ex- 
perience fliall  have  brought  them  home  to  ihemfclves. 
New  generations  of  men  arife  in  fucceflion,  who,  in 
the  nonage  of  their  faculties,  are  credulous,  weak,  and 
open  to  deceit :  thefe,  unhackneyed  in  the  ways  of 
the  world,  iruft  to  the  profeffions  of  all  who  pretend 
a  friendfliip  for  them ;  and,  when  they  are  told  they 
are  ill  governed,  are  as  ready,  as  were  the  Ifraclitcs 
of  old,  to  murmur  againft  their  rulers.  And  let  all 
be  faid  that  can  of  a  principle  in  men  invelled  with 
power,  to  abufe  it  and  become  tyrants,  the  hiftory  of 
the  world  will  inform  us,  that  there  is  alfo  a  difeafe, 
which  the  Scriptures  emphatically  term,  the  madncfs 
of  the  people,  from  which  evils  greater  than  fhim 
defpotifm  are  to  be  feared,  and  that  government,  even 
where  it  is  bcft  adminiftcred,  fubfifts  more  by  force 
than  by  theconfent  of  thofe  who  derive  benefit  from  it. 

Wiut 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


5oS  T  H  E    L  I  F  E    O  F 

What  an  advantage,  then,  does  this'difpolition  in  a 
people  give  to  ambitious  men,  endowed  with  that 
Jtind  of  eloquence,  which  fafcinates  without  conviftion, 
isnd,  while  it  delights,  ftupifies  1 

His  frequent  reAeflions  on  the  politics  of  this 
country,  and  the  willingnefs  of  the  people  to  be  de- 
ceived, had  begot  in  Johnfon  fuch  an  apathy,  as  ren- 
dered him  deaf  to  the  calls  of  thofe  who  were  watching 
over  our  deareft  rights.  When  the  cry  was  loudeft 
againft  general  warrants,  he  look  not  the  alarm ;  and, 
when  they  were  declared  illegal,  he  protefted  to  ine, 
that  he  would,  at  no  time  of  his  life,  have  given  half 
a  crown  to  be  for  ever  indemnified  againft  their  ope- 
ration. The  queftion  of  the  legality  of  that  kind  of 
procefs  is  now  at  an  end,  and  I  will  not  arraign  the 
dccifion  that  condemned  it ;  but  it  will  ever  remain 
9  queftion,  whether  we  have  not  loft  more  by  it  than 
we  have  gained ;  and,  that  the  friends  of  liberty,  par- 
ticularly the  citizens  of  London,  may  be  enabled  to 
difcofs  it,  I  will  furnilh  them  with  a,  few  fafls,  that 
J  believe  they  have  never  yet  been  aware  of. 

Few  are  fo  Ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that  the 
Englifli  manufaftures  excel  .thofc  of  all  other  coun- 
tries i  but  many  there  are  who  need  to  be  told,  that 
the  time  may"  come,  when  they  (h^U  ceafe  to  maintain 
that  charjifter.  Many  of  the  princes  of  Europe  have 
become  emulous  of  our  greatnefs,  and  have  long 
been  labouring  to  eftablifti,  in  their  dominions,  fuch 
articles  of  trade,  as  fhould  not  only  rival  our's, 
but,  in  refpeft  of  cheapnefs,  gain  a  preference  at 
foreign  markets.  To  this  end,  it  has,  for  fome  years 
part,  been  the  praftice  of  the  cmifTaries  of  foreign 
courts,  by  their  agents,  and  the  temptation  of  large 
premiuin$] 
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jHtmiums,  to  engage  artificers  to  leave  this  country, 
and,  taking  with  them  their  wives  and  families,  as  alfo 
their  engines,  tools,  and  implements  "of'  their  refpec-  _ 
rive  trades,    to  fettle    abroad.    Clothiers,  weavers, 
frame-work-knitters,  watch-makers,  and  men  of  va- 
rious other  occupations,  have  been  the  people  whom 
they  have  chiefly  thus    inveigled,    and  have,  from, 
time  to  rime,   in  great  numbers,  in  Ihips  provided 
and  ftauoned  for  the  purpofe,  tranlported  out  of  the 
kingdom.    To  check  this  praftice,  ads  of  parliament 
Jiave  been  made,  which  lay  fuch  emigrants  under, 
great  difabilitie's,  even  to  the  depriving  them  of  the 
privileges  of  fubjefts,  and  others  that  inflift  heavy 
penalties  on  thofe  that  feduce  them ;  and  the  aid  of 
government  has  been  frequendy  implored  to  reftrain, 
in  their  flight  from  their  native  land,  flitp-loads  of 
the  moft  ufcful  of  all  fubjefts.    The  method  has 
uniformly  been,  upon  information  given  at  his  office, 
for  a  fccretary  of  {bite  to  ilTue  his  warrant,  a  general 
one,  that  is  to  fay,  without  any  fpecification  of  names, ' 
to  ftop  the  failing  of  the  vefTcl,  which,  perhaps,  was 
lying  at  Wapping,  Ratcliff,  or  Blackwall,  ready  with  , 
the  tide  to  depart.    Warrants  of  this  kind  feldom. 
foiled  of  their  effeft  j  the  emigrants  were  feized,  and 
the  mifchief  prevented. 

This  relief  it  is  now  not  in  the  power  of  govern- 
ment or  its  minifters  to  grant :  the  anfwer  to  fuch  an . 
qjplication  is  now,  and  muft .  be  — '  General  warrants 

*  have  been  determined  to  be  illegal :  fumifti  us  with 

*  the  names  of  the  perfons  whom  you  would  have  ap- ' 

*  prehcnded,  or  we  cannot  help  you*.' 

The. 

*  la  n&t  wIwTC  it  baa  been  poSble  to  aid  the  manu&fhven  of 
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The  licence,  which  this  determination  afl^rds,  has 
already  b^un  to  operate,  aird,  perhaps,  in  no  inftance 
more  than  in  the  article  of  watches.  For  many 
ybars  paft,  this  manufafture  has  Bourifhed  to  fuch 
a  d^ree,  that  large  fortunes  have  been  acquired  by 
it,  and  that  chiefly  in  our  commerce  with  Spain,  in 
which  country,  a  watch,  fabricated  in  England,  liai 
been  deemed  a  prefcnt  for  a  grandee,  and  even  for 
a  fovereign  prince.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  late 
king  of  Spain  was  extremely  fond  of  clocks  and 
watches,  and  that  he  was"  ufed,  by  letters  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  to  correfpond  with  Mr.Ellicot  on  the 
ftbjeft  of  his  artj  and,  that  this  ingenious  artificer 

tlu*  kingdonii  tbe  fecretinea  of  fiate  are,  howerer,  Itill  Kady  to 
exert  the  litde  authoritjr  whicli  the  dccifion  on  general  warrants 
ias  left  them,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  article  of  ntv/f,  tx~ 
tnOed  from  the  St.  James's  Chronicle  of  the  tenth  of  December, 
178s  t 
«  lAW(tOol,'Dec.l.    Toefday  laft,  a  man  was  committed  to 

*  jail,  on  a  charge  of  having  in  hit  pofleHon  a  great  number  of 
<  madunes  ibr  ffunning,  tie.  of  cotton,  with  intent  to  get  fitch 

*  machines  conveyed  to  the  dominioDi  of  the  emperor  of  Germany. 
«  He  alb  ftands  charged  with  another  very  ferioui  offence,  the  en- 

■  ticing  a  number  of  manufafiurers  in  the  cotton  branch  to  go  and 
'  fettle  in  the  emperor's  dominions.     The  vigilance  and  afiivity 

*  of  mintftry  have  traced  out  this  moit  notorioiu  ofiender,-  and 

*  feverai  others  engaged  with  him  in  the  fame  pemicioos  fcheme, 

*  big  with  deflrnftion  to  thu  country.     The  penalty  for  having 

■  manufadnring  machines,  implements,  tcc.  in  a  perfon'i  cnftody, 

■  with  the  bare  intent  erf'  exporting  them  to  any  pUce  out  of  hit 

*  majefiy'i  dominioui,  is  zool.  and  forfeiture  of'luch  mannfitc- 

*  taring  machinet,   implemcnti.  Sec.   and  the  penalty  of  per- 

*  foadlng,  pr  attempting  to  perfoade,    any  artificer  in  mano- 

■  h€baei  to  relide  in  any  place  oat  of  the  king's  dominiotu,  it 
.<  jool.  for  the  lirft  offence,   and  twelve  months*  imprifonment, 

*  andioocl,  and  two  yean' imprifonment,  for  every  fnturc  offimce. 

leant 
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learnt  the  Spanifli  language,  to  enable  him  tt>  main- 
tain the  correfpondcnce  with  his  majefty.  Since  diat 
time,  the  French,  and  alfo  the  Genevans,  have  become 
our  rivals  in  this  curious  fpeeies  of  mechanifm,  and 
we  have  lately  experienced,  that  Englilh  watches  no 
longer  find  their  vent  abroad  •.  The  woollen,  the 
fillc,  the  linen,  and  the  cotton  manufa(^res  have 
been  obliged  to  the  legiQature  for  afUftance  ag^nft 
the  endeavours  of  other  European  powers,  to  cftab-  . 
lilli  them  in  their  feveral  countries,  where,  as  labour 
is  cheaper  than  it  is  with  us,  they  would  have  a  good 
chance  to  flourifh,  and  exclude  us  from  foreigii 
markets. 

Thefe  mifchiefs  have  followed  from  the  reftraint  of 
a  power,  which,  as  it  had  oftener  been  exercifed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  trade  and  manufaftures  of  this 
kingdom,  than  to  the  hurt  of  individuals,  might 
well  have  been  fufFered  to  remain  where  it  was, 
cipccially  as  the  minifters  thereof  were,  at  all  times, 
refponfible  for  any  abufe  of  it. 

The  probable  confequence  of  this  innovation  will 
be,  that  in  a  few  years,  we  Ihall  fee  the  French  and 
neighbouring  'nations  excel  us  as  much  in  other 
manufactures,  as  they  already  do  in  thofc  of  camb- 
rick  and  paper,  in  printing,  and  other  of  the  manuil 
ans. 

* '  Twelve  tbcmfatid  watdui  have  already  been  brouglit  back,  ui 
-*  the  fliips  arrired  this  {urnmer  frem  India,  which  hai  created  no 

*  fhiall  lUr  and  combaAion  among  thedealersia  that  article.  They 

*  were  not  retarned  for  want  of  a  good  market,  but  for  their  bad 

*  materials,  and  worie  finifliing  ;  the  natives  being  now  become 
'  almoft  as  good  judges  of  this  branch  of  Brilifh  manufaSvre  as 

*  many  of  our  Eonpeaa  mikera.'    St..  Janet's  Chranidt,  19^ 
Jdy,  178s. 

Kk8  The 
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The  olamities  whidi  enfue  from  the  ftagnation  of 
commerce,  are  many  and  grievouii  andi  when  thefe 
(t^in  to  be  felt,  as  they  fhortly  may,  thofe  good 
pe<^le  of  this  country,  who  have  of  Utc  been  fo 
clamorous  f(»-  liberty,  may  recover  their  wits,  and 
be  half  perfuaded,  that  a  linking  trade,  empty  ware- 
houfes  and  unfurnilhed  Ihops  are  greater  evils  than 
any  loyal  and  peaceable  fubjeft  need  fear  from  the 
operation  of  a  general  warrant. 

The  publication  of  Johnfon's  political  trafts,  ex- 
hibited him  to  the  world  in  a  new  charafter:  he  ceafed 
now  to  be  confidered  as  one  who,  having  been  occu- 
pied in  literary  ftudies,  and  more  convcrfant  with 
books  than  with  men,  knew  little  of  adtive  life,  the 
views  of  parties,  or  the  artifices  of  defigning  men: 
on  the  contrary,  they  difcovered  that  he  had,  by  the 
fijrce  of  his  own  genius,  and  the  obfervations  he  had 
made  on  the  hiftory  of  our  own  and  other  countries, 
attuned  to  fuch  (kill  in  the  grand  leading  principles 
of  political  fcience,  as  are  feldom  acquired  by  thofe 
in  the  mod  active  and  important  ftations,  even  after 
Jong  experience;  and  diat,  whatever  opinions  he 
might  have  formed  on  this  fubjeft,  he  had  ability  by 
Arong  reafoning  to  defend,  and  by  a  manly  and  con- 
vincbg  eloquence  to  enforce. 

Mr,  Thrale,  a  man  of  flow  conceptions,  but  of  a 
Jbund  judgment,  was  not  one  of  the  lad  that  dif- 
cemed  in  his  friend  this  talent,  and  believing,  that 
the  exercife  of  it  might  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the 
ptiblic,  cntert^ned  a  defign  of  bringing  Johnlbn  into 
parliament.  We  muft  fuppofe  that  he  had  previoufly 
determined  to  fumifh  him  with  a  legal  qiudification> 
and  Johnfoo,  it  is  certvn,  iras  willing  to  accept  the 
^  tru^ 

D.a.t.zsdbyGOOglC 


Dr.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON.  513 
truft.  Mr.  Thrale  had  two  meetings  with  the  mi- 
nifter,  who,  at  firit,  feemed  inclined  to  find  him  a 
ieat  i  but,  whether  upon  conveifation  he  doubted  his 
fitnefs  for  his  purpofe,  or  that  he  thought  hinifelf  in 
no  need  of  his  afliftance,  (he  projeft  failed. 

Had  it  fucceeded,  and  Johnfon  become  a  member 
of  the  houfc  of  Commons,  as  he  was  one  of  the  moft 
corrcft  fpcakers  ever  known  *,  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  exhibited  to  that  afiembly  a  perfeft  model  of 
{cnatorial  eloquence ;  and  might  probably  have  pre- 
vented the  introdu<flion  therein  of  a  great  number  of 
words,  phrafes,  and  forms  of  fpeech,  to  which  neither 
diftionaries,  nor  the  example  of  any  Englilh  writer 
of  authority,  have  given  a  fandion  f. 

Johnfon  was  a  little  loured  at  this  difappoint- 
ment :  he  ipoke  of  lord  North  in  terms  of  aiiwrity, 
as  indeed  he  did  of  all  thofe  minifters  whofc 
councils  indicated  a  want  of  fpirit  to  carry  into  afliion 
the  meafurcs  which  were  relblved  on  as  expedient : 
in"  which  particular,  the  above  minifter  muft  furely 

*  This  all  who  knew  him  can  atteft. .  His  writteo  compofiiioiu 
were  alfo  fo  corred,  that  he,  in  general,  truAed  them  to  the  prefa 
without  a  revifal.  RaiTelas  he  never  red  till  it  was  printed  ;  and 
having  written  at  Mx.  La'ngton's  room  at  Ojcfbrd,  an  Idler,  while 
the  polt  WM  preparing  to  fet  out,  that  geutleman  woold  have  pe- 
rufed  it ;  but  Johulbn  would  not  fuSer  hijn>  faying — *  You  Audi 
'  not  da  more  than  I  have  done  myfelf.* 

f  Such  ai  thefc ;  a  truifm reciprocity— —living  in  habits  of 

friendfhip— .a^  fliade  of  difference-— -that  line  of  condnft  ■  ■■ 
feniiments  in  nnifon^— blinking  the  queftion^-— I  am  bold  to  fay 
■  — '^I  fliould'  then  commit  myfelf— — and  others  equally  affefled 
and  fingnlar.  See  the  fpcechei  in  the  public  papers  for  the  laft 
feven  years. 

Vol.  I,  LI  be 
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be  exculpatftl,  whofe  defigns,  it  is  tCMS  well  known> 
#crc  blafted  by  thofe  to  whom  the  eiecution  of  them 
was  committed.  Of  the  abilities  of  Mr.  iGrenville,  he 
ilfo  entertained  but  a  mean  opinion,  for  his  giving  up 
the  Manila  ranfom. — '  Grenville,'  he  would  fay,  *  if  he 

*  could  have  got  the  Manila  ranfom,  was  able  to  have 

*  counted  the  money,  but  he  knew  not  how  to  enforce 

*  the  payment  of  it.'  Of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  not- 
withftanding  that  he  had  written  againft  him  in  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  he  had  a  high  opinion  :  he  faid 
of  him,  that  he  was  a  fine  fellow,  and  that  his  very 
enemies  deemed  him  fo  before  his  death :  he  ho- 
noured his  memory  for  having  kept  this  country  in 
peace  many  years,  as  alfo  for  the  goodnefs  and  placa- 
bility of  his  temper  i  of  which  Pulteney,  earl  of  Bath, 
thought  fo  highly,  that,  in  a  converfation  with  John- 
fon,  he  faid,  that  Sir  Robert  was  of  a  temper  fo  calm 
and  equal,  and  fo  hard  to  be  provoked,  that  he  was 
very  fure  he  never  felt  the  blttereft  inveftives  againft 
him  for  half  an  hour  *.  To  the  fame  purpofc,  Johnfon 
related  the  following  anecdote,  which  he  fatd  he  had 

*  To  thU  motive  for  honoDringhimhe  might  have  added  others; 
namely,  the  pains  he  cook  to  extend  the  commerce  of  this  coantry. 
Dean  Tucker  has  enumeraced  the  many  Aacutes  which  he  procured 
to  be  pafied  for  this  purpofe,  and  has  both  afcenained  their  num- 
ber, and  demonlbated  ^  benefits  which,  for  a  fcries  of  years, 
we  have  been  deriving  from  them.  By  the  good  andcrflanding 
»4ich  he  kept  up  with  cardinal  Fleury,  he  drew  the  attention  of 
that  minifier  from  the  marine  of  France,  and  the  confeqoence 
thereof  wai,  that  in  our  fea-engagements  with  the  French,  under 
Anfon,  Warren,  Hawlce,  and  other  commanders,  their  fleets  proved 
an  eaTy  conqueft ;  for  which  reafan,  the  memory  of  cardinal  Fleory 
is  execrated,  even  to  this  day,  by  the  French,  who  lay,  he  wa«  ca- 
joled by  the  Englilh  min liter, 

from 
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ftom  lord  North  1  Sir  Robert  having  got  into  hit 
hands  fomc  treafonablt  letters  of  his  inveterate  cntmy. 
Will.  Shippen,  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Jacobite  fac- 
tion, he  fent  for  hirtr,  and  burned  them  before  his 
face.  Some  time  afterwards,  Shippen  had  occafioti 
to  take  the  oaths  to  the  government  in  the  houfc  of 
commons,  which,  while  he  was  doing.  Sir  Robert, 
who  ftood  next  him,  and  knew  his  principles  to  be  the 
fame  as  ever,  fmilcd : — *  Egad  Robin,'  faid  Shippen, 
who  had  obferved  him,  *  that's  hardly  fair.' 
■  It  is  not  a  little  wonderful,  that  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pale  could  prefcrre  fuch  an  equanimity  under  the 
grcateft  provocations,  as  he  is  known  to  have  done, 
br  that  he  could  entertain  a  kindnefe  for  any  one, 
feeing  he  is  known  to  have  aflerted,  that  every  man 
has  his  price ;  to  which  I  will  add,  from  unqueftion- 
able  authority,  that  feme  time  before  his  death,  he 
uttered  this  fcntiment  — '  that  fo  great  is  the  depra- 

*  vity  of  the  human  heart,  that  mimftcrs,  who  only 

*  could  know  it,  were,  in  charity  to  mankind,  bound 

*  to  keep  it  a  fecret/ Agreeable  to  this  of  Dr. 

Voung, 

.  *  Heav'n's  Sovereign  faves  all  Beings  but  himfelf, 
.  *  That  hideou.s  fig^c  «  naked  human  heart.'  . 

Night  Thoughts,  Narci0a. 

.,  In  the  year  1775,  Jcrfinfon  received  from  the  univer- 
fity  of  Oxford  the  higheft  teftimony  of  efteem,  which 
that  learned  body  could  confer,  in  a  diploma  creating 
him  a  doAor  in  the  faculty  of  law.  The  inftrumcnt  bears 
^asx;  the.  thirtietli  day  of  March,  in  the  above  year,  and 
recites  the  motives  for  this  honourable  diftin£tion  in 
1 .  LI  2  the 
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the  following  eulc^um :— '  Sdads,  virum  iUuftrem» 

*  Sunuelcm  Johnfon,  in  onuii  humanionim  literarum 
'  gcnere  eniditunii  onmiumque  fdendanim  compre- 
'  tienlione  feliciflimum,  fcripds  fuis,  ad  popularium 

*  mores  formandos  fumin&  vcrborum  eleganu£  ac 
'  rentcndarum  gravitate  compbfitis,  ita,  olim  incla- 

*  TuitCc,  uc  dignus  videretur  cui  ab  academia  fui 
'  eximia  quaedam  laudis  prxmia  deferrentur,  quique 

*  in  venerabilem  magiftronim  ordinem  fumma  cum 

*  dignitate  co-optaretur.    Cum  vcro  eundem  clarifE- 

*  mum  vinim  tot  poltea  tantique  laborcs,  in  pairi^ 
'  pnefertim  lingua  ornandi    et  ftabilienda    feliciter 

*  impenli,  ita  infigniverint,  ut  in  llcerarum  repub- 
'  lici  princeps  jam  ec  piimarius  jure  habeatur,  Nos 

*  Cancellarius,  &c/ 

In  the  fummer  of  the  fame  year,  Johnfon  ac- 
cepted of  an  invitation  from  his  friend  Mr.  Thrale, 
to  make  one  of  a  party  with  Kim  and  his  wife,  in 
a  tour  to  Paris.  No  memoirs  of  this  journey,  in 
his  own  hand-wriuog,  are  extant }  nor  is  the  want 
thereof  to  be  regretted,  untefs  it  ^ere  certun,  that  he 
was  enough  matter  of  the  French  language  to  be 
able  to  converfe  in  it*,  and  that  he  had  noted  down 
the  reflexions  he  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  made  in  a 
vifit  to  a  ftrange  country,  and  a  refidence  among  a 
people  wh(^e  national  charafter  differs  fnsm  our  own. 
His  garb  and  mode  of  drefling,  if  it  could  be  called 
drelling,  had  long  been  fo  inflexibly  determiiM^t^.as 

*  I  have  {bme  mtai  to  think,  that  at  his  iA  taoai^  to  town, 
and  while  he  had  lod^gi  in  the  Strand,  be  frequented  Slaughter'a 
co)l«e-houre,  wtch  a  view  to  X^nirc  a  lubit  of  Tpeaking  French, 
but  he  never  could  attain  to  it.  Lockman  nfed  the  fiune  aMhe^ 
and  focceeded,  >»  Joholbn  hiaifelf  MM  IbU  ae. 
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■to  refift  alt  the  innovations  of  fafhion.  His  rriends 
had  therefore  great  difficulty  in  pcrfuading  him  to 
fuch  a  compliance  in  this  refpeft,  as  might  krvc  to 
keep  them  in  <ountenance>  and  fecure  him  from  riie 
danger  of  ridicule :  he  yielded  to  their  remonftrances 
fo  far  as  to  drels  in  a  fuit  of  black  and  a  Bourgeois^ 
wig,  but  refifted  their  importunity  to  wear  ruffles  *. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  narrative  it  his  been  Ihewn, 
that  although,  and  that  by  his  own  declarations,  the 
literary  faculties  of  Johnfon  were,  at  moll:  times,  inert, 
and  that  he  could  feldom  be  ftimulated  to  the  exercife 
of  his  pen,  but  by  the  immediate  prolpeft  of  gain ; 
yet,  he  was  ever  ready  to  aflift  the  publication  of 
any  work  that  had  either  novelty  or  any  intrinfic  worth, 
with  a  life  of  the  author,  a  dedication,  preface,  or  an 
introduAion  tending  to  recommend  it,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  *  Afcham's  Pieces,'  the  laft  edition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Browne's  'Chriftian  Morals,'  and  Kennedy's '  Scripture 
•  Chronology,*  and  many  more,  all  of  which  he  ufhered 
into  the  world,  and,  for  aught  that  appears,  without  any 
recompence.  With  a  like  benevolent  difpofition,  he 
was  ready  to  aflift  with  a  prologue,  or  an  epilogue,  the 
reprefentation  of  a  play  written  by  a  friend ;  or  with 
an  occaGonal  addrefs  of  the  fame  kind,  under  cir- 
cuitiftances  that  put  it  in  his  power  to  promote  the, 
interefts  of  the  family  of  a  dcceafed  author :  accord- 
ingly, he  wrote,  for  his  friend  Goldfmith,  a  prologue 
to  a  comedy  written  by  him,  called  *  The  Good- 
<  natured  man,'  and  a<^ed  in  1769;  and,  for  the  grand- 
daughter of  Milton,  a  prologue  to  Cornu^  exhibited 
on  the  fifth  day  of  April,  1750. 

'  By  a  note  in  ius  diary  itappeari,  that  he  laid  o^t  near  thirty 
|Kmudi  iadoaths  for  thitjoornq'. 
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.  The  fame  good  office  he  performed-  for  the  mif» 
9iid.  children  of  Mr.  Hugh  Kelly,  the  author  of, » 
^omedy  called,  *  A  Word  to  the  Wife,'  "which,  in 
the  year  1770,  was  brought  on  tlie  ftage,  but,  by 
^hc  malice  of  a  ^arty,  was  obftrui^cd  tn  the  rcprefen- 
tation,  and  configned  to  oblivion.  This  perfon,  it  is 
faid,  was  originally  a  ftay-maker,  but,  being  a  man  of 
wit  and  parts,  he  quitted  that  unmanly  occupation, 
and  having,  as. we  muft  fuppofe,  fome  flendcr  mean* 
to  enable  him  thereto,  he  betook  himfclf  to  reading 
and  ftudy,  and,'  at  a  time  when  the  difcipline  of 
the  inns  of  court  was  fcandaloufly  lax,  got  himfelf 
called  to  the  bar,  and  praAifcd  at  the  quarter-fefli- 
ons  under  me,  but  with  little  fuccefs.  In  aid  of  this 
profefllon,  he  became  the  conduiftor  of  a  paper  called 
'  The  Public  Ledger,'  and  took  up  that  precarious 
one  of  a  writer  for  the  ftage,  in  which  he  met  with 
fome  encouragement,  till  it  was  inlinuated,  that  he 
was  a  penfioner  of  the  miniftcr,  and,  therefore,  a  fit 
objeft  of  pamotic  vengeance.  He  died  in  the  year 
1769,  and  leaving  a  wife  and  five  children, unprovided 
for,the  proprietors  of  Covcnt-garden  theatre,  in  1777, 
with  their  ufual  generofity,  permitted  to  be  afted  at 
their  houfe,  for  the  benefit  of  his  family,  the  comedy 
tbove- mentioned  ;  and,  m  foften  tlic  hearts  of  the  au- 
dience, Johnfon  was  cafily  prevailed  on  to  write  upon 
the  occafion  the  folloiwing  very  fine  lines ; 

*  This  night  ■prcfents  a  play,  which  public  rage, 

*  Or  right  or  wrong,  once  hooted  from  the  ftage  : 
«  From  zeal,  or  malice,  now  no  more  we  dread, 

*  For  Englifti  vengeance  wars  not  with  the  dead*. 

'  A  generous 
«  To  ike  dr^nion  connucd  in  tilui  line,  I  here  note  an  ex- 
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*  A  genaous  ftw  regards  with  pitying  eye  .  - 
'  The  man  whom  fate  has  laid  where  all  muft  He,- 

*  To  wit,  reviving  from  it's  author's  duft, 
'  Be  kind,  ye  judges,  or  at  leaft  be  juftt 

*  Let -no  renew'd  hoftilities  invade, 

'  Th^'  oblivious, grave's  inviolable  fliadtf.  ' 

'  Let  one  great  payment  every  claim  appea(e» 

*  Aiid  him  who  cannot  hilrt,  allow  to  pleafe ; 
'  To  pleafe  by  fcenes,  unconfcious  of  ofFcnce, 

*  By  harmlefs  merriment,  or  ufeful  fenfe. 

*  "Where  aught  of  bright  or  fair  the  piece  dilplays, 

*  Approve  it  only — 'tis  too  late  to  prwfe. 
'  If  want  of  fkill  or  want  of  care  appear, 
*'  Fofbear  to  hifs — the  poet  cannot  hear. 

cepdan.  Whoever  has  TJewed  the  monument  of  Camden  in  Am 
Ibuth  tranfepcof  Welfaninfteribbey,  mufl,  till  verjr  lately,  hz.wm 
lemuked,  that  His  bull  thereon  was  de&ced,  the  nofe  having 
been  ftricken  off.  This  was  no  recent  accident,  but  a  dcfigned 
injury,  to  his  memory,  done  to  it  by  an  exalperatcd  young 
man  who  lived  at  the  time  of  its  erefUon.  T^e  faA  ts  related 
by  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  in  his  life  of  Camden,  prefixed  to 
hii  letten,  410.  1691,  and  is  to  this  c&&.  Camden,  inhia 
annals,  fub  anno  i^pj,  had  related,  that  a  yomig  lady,  whofa 
name  he  fupprelTed,  but  whom  I  conjefhire  to  have  been  the 
daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Throckmorton,  and  one  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth's maids  of  honour,  had  been  fedoced  by  the  arts  of  a  yoong 
man  of  high  rank,  to  whom  fhe  was  afterwardi  married,  and 
who  became  diftinguifhed  for  his  bravery  and  learning.  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  as  I  fuppofe.  This  fafl,  though  notorious  in  the 
court,  gave  fuch  offence  to  the  young  man  above -mentioned,  who 
was  a  relation  of  the  lady,  at  induced  him  to  revenge  himfelf  on 
the  author'*  memory  by  matilatjng  his  effigy.  The  injury  done  to 
it  has,  however,  been  lately  repaired,  and  the  ieatnre  jefiored,  by 
(he  direfUon,  and  u  the  cxpence  of  a  fiicnd  to  the  memory  of 
Camdeiw 
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*  By  til,  like  him,  muft  priife  and  blame  be  found, 

*  At  Jaft,  ^  fleeting  gleam,  or  empty  found. 

f  Yet  then  fhall  calm  reflei^ion'  hlefs  the  nighty 

f  When  libet:^  pity  dignifled  delight  j 

1  When  pleafure  fired  her  torch  at  viitue'«  flame, 

*  And  mirth  ff4»  bounty  wiph  w  l»utnUer  name.* 

'In  the  year  1777,  he  wa^  induced,  hy  a  cafe  of  * 
TCry  extraordinary  nature,  to  the  exercifc  of  (hat  in^ 
difcriminate  humanity,  which,  in  him,  was  obedient 
to  every  call.  A  divine  of  fhe  church  of  England, 
Dr.  ■William  Dodd,  already  mentioned  i(i  the  couric 
pf  this  account,  and  who  had  afliftedin  theeducauoa 
pf  the  prefent  earl  of  Cheftcrfic|d,  having,  by  hi% 
extravagance,  involved  himfelf  in  difficulties,  had  rc- 
courfe  to  the  following,  among  many  other  expe- 
dients, to  raife  money.  As  a  pretended  agent  for 
this  noblcrnan,  and  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of' 
600I.  he  forged  the  hand  0/  the  carl  t^  ^^?.  g^ant 
of  an  annuity,  chargeable  00  his  c^^a^c,  which  for- 
gery being  dete&ed,  Dodd  was  convicted  of  felony, 
And  lentenced  to  the  .ufual  punifhment  for  fuch  of-' 
fences.  The  public  were,  at  firft,  very  litde  intcrcfted, 
in  the  fate  of  a  man,  who,  befides  the  ^rts  he  hac^ 
praftifed  to  make  himfelf  confptcuous  as  a  man  of 
letters,  had  rendered  himfelf  fcandalous,  by  an  offer, 
io  the  firil  law-officer  in  the  kingdom,  of  a  large  furri 
of  money,  for  a  prefentation  to  a  valuable  rcftory; 
but,  by  various  artifices,  and  particularly,  tlie  infer- 
tion  of  his  name  in  the  public  papers,  with  fuch 
palliauves  as  he  and  his  friends  could  invent,  never 
*Fithout  the  epittet  of  unfortuHote^  they  were  be- 
trayed into  fuch  an  cnthufiaftic  commiferation'of  tis 
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cafe}  .u  ivould  have  led  a  ftranger  to  believe,  thai 
himfelf  had  been  no  acceflary  to  his  diftreireSj  buE 
that  they  were  the  infliftions  of  Providence. 

Great  endeavours  were  ufed  with  the  earl,  to  pre- 
vail on  him  to  defift  from  a  profecution,  but  without 
cfie£t  His  lordffaip  preferred  a  bill  of  indidmettt  for 
felony,  and  the  fame  bein^  found  before  tne  at  Hicks's 
Hallj!iq>on  the  evidence  of  himfelf,  and  other  witnefles, 
Dodd  was,  at  the  Old  B^ey,  arraigned  thereon,  and 
convicted. 

The  evidence  on  the  trial.  Was  fo  very  fiill  and 
clear,  that  the  jury  hcfitated  not'  in  the  leaft  to  pro* 
nounce  him  guiky  of  the  indifhnentj  and,  no  cir-> 
cumltances  of  alleviation  appearing,  they  did  not,  as 
juries  feldom  fail  to  do  where  that  is  the  cafe,  re- 
commend him  as  an  ot^eA  of  that  clemency,  which 
his  m^efty  is  ever  ready  to  exert,  in  favour  of  thofo 
who  have  the  leaft  claim  to  it. 

We  live  in  an  age  in  which  humanity  is  the  fafiiion. 
Jf  the  reports  of  the  gaol-committee  in  1726  are,  ia 
all  particulars,  to  be  depended  on,  and  do  not  exagge- 
rate the  fads  therein  ftated,  there  was  a  time  when,  as 
well  prifoncrs  for  debt,  as  for  offences,  were  cruelly 
treated  by  thofe  who  had  the  cuflody  of  them ;  but, 
at  this  day,  the  temper  of  the  times  is  under  a  con* 
trary  bials,  for,  not  only  in  actual  confinement,  are 
prifoners  treated  with  greater  lenity  than  till  of  late 
years  was  ever  known,  but,  in  courts  of  juftice,  the 
regard  (hewn  to  offenders  falls  litde  (hort  of  rcfpefl:. 
In  profecutions  at  the  fuit  of  the  crown,  the  indul- 
gence of  prifoncrs  is  nearly  as  great  as  it  ought  to  bcj, 
frere  that  true  which  the  law  does  but  hardly  prefume, 
viz.  that  every  offender,  w|io  is  brought  to  a  legal  tri^i 
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is  innocent,  till  his  guilt  be  proved.  Thofc  whaie 
duty  it  is  to  conduft  the  evidence,  fearing  the  cenTure 
that  others  have  incurred  by  a  contrary  treatntKnt  of 
prifoners,  are  rellruned  from  enforcing  ic ;  and,  as  it 
is  an  exercife  of  compalfion  that  cofts  nothing,  and  ii 
fure  to  gwn  the  appiaufc  of  vulgar  hearers,  every 
one  interefts  himfelf  on  the  fide  of  the  prifoner,  and 
hopes,  by  his  zeal  in  his  behalf,  to  be  diilinguiflied  as 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  humanity. 

The  tcndcrncfs  of  our  courts  of  juftice,  m  profe-i 
cutioni  that  afieft  the  life  or  liberty  of  the  oflfcnder, 
is  acknowledged  and  celebrated  by  all  wrirers  on  the 
fubjefts  of  jurifprudcnce  and  internal  policyj  but,  be- 
fide  this,  the  chances  of  eluding  conviction,  or,  if  not 
that,  of  punifhinent,  are  fo  many,  that  they  deter 
many  injured  perfons  from  the  profccution  of  great 
crinrunals  ;  and,  as  it  is  a  fpeculation  th«t  has  often 
employed  my  thoughts,  I  will  endeavour  at  an  enume- 
ration of  them.  The  chances  arc  ttiefe :  i  That 
the  offender  is  not  difcovered,  or,  if  difcovered,  not 
apprehended,  i  That  the  perfon  injured  is  n(>c 
both  able  and  willing  to  profecute  him.  3  That 
the  evidence  is  not  fufficient  for  the  finding  of  the 
bill,  or  if  it  be,  4  That  the  indiiftment  is  fo  framed 
as  that  the  offender  cannot  be  convi^ed  on  it  i 
or,  5  That  die  witndffes  to  fupport  it  may  die,  or 
be  prevailed  upon  to  abfcond,  or  to  foften  their 
teftimony  j  or,  6  They  rr»ay  be  entangled  or  made  to 
contradict  themfelves,  or  each  other,  in  a  crofs  exa- 
mination, by  the  prifoner's  council ;  or,  7  A  mild 
judge;  or,  8  An  ignorant  or  perverfejury  :  9  A  re- 
commendation to  mercy;  or,  10  Appeals  to  the  public 
by  ftates  of  his  caie  in  pamphlets,  or  news-paper  pa- 
ragraphs, 
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lagnphs,  which  the  Newgate  folicitors  know  very  well 
how  to  get  drawn.  1 1  PrafUces  with  a  jury  to  ob- 
tain a  declaration,  that  fome  of  them  were  diffatisficd 
with  the  verdid.  i  a  A  motion  in  arreft  of  judgment, 
13  A  writ  of  error  grounded  on  fome  defeft  or  mif- 
take  on  the  face  of  the  record.  14  An  efcape;  and 
laftly,  Intcreft  to  procure  a  pardon  *. 

But 
*  To  diis  purpole,  and  u  a  caveat  againK  fcf  Idag  Tcdrefs  for 
injuries  by  going  10  law,  1  recoUe£t  a  fajdng  of  a  very  fagvioa> 
and  experienced  citizen,  Mr.  Selwin,  who  formerly  was  a  can- 
'  didaie  tor  the  office  of  chamberlain,  and  miffed  it  only  by  fcvea 
Toies  ouc  of  near  f^ven  thonland.— '  A  man,'  fays  he>  '  who  dell- 
'  bcratea  about  going  to  law,  fliould  have,  iirll,  a  good  caufe  ; 
'  fecondty,  a  good  purie  ;  tbirdty^,  an  honeft  and  Otitfiil  attorney  ; 
'  fourthly,  good  evidence ;  fifthly,  able  council  i  fuctbly,  an  op-    - 

*  right  judge  ;  feventhly,  an  intelligent  jury  i  and,  with  all  thcfe 

*  on  hii  fide,  if  he  has  not,  eighthly,  good  luck,  it  it  odds  ^ut  bm 
'  mifcariitfs  in  his  fuit.' 

The  I'anie  penon  told  me  the  following  ftory :  He  was  once  re- 
qoelled,  by  a  man  under  fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  to  come 
and  fee  him  in  hii  cl-U,  and,  in  pure  humanity,  be  made  him  a 
Yilit-  1'he  man  briefly  informed  him,  that  he  had  been  tried  and 
convifted  of  felony,  and  was  in  daily  expeilation  of  the  arrival  of 
the  warrant  lur  his  execution  j    '  but,'  laid  he,  •  I  have  zool,  and 

*  you  are  a  man  of  character,  and  had  the  court-iutereft  when  you 
'  flood  for  chamberlain;  I  fhould  therefore  hope,  it  is  in  your  power 
'  to  gecmeoli'.' — Mr.  Selwin  was  ftruck  with  fotlrange  an  applica- 
tion, .iiiu,  Lo  account  for  it,  alkcd,  if  there  were  any  alleviating  cir- 
cunir.,>^,ces  in  hiscale  :  themanpeevllhlyanfwered — No, — but  that 
he  .h-id  ciiquired  into  the  hiftory  of  the  place  where  he  was,  and 
could  ■•.u,  jind,  thai  any  one  who  had  two  hundred  pounds,  wat 
ever  h.T[i;^'.d, — Mr.  Selwin  told  him,  it  was  out  of  hii  power  to  help 
hiui,  and  bade  him  farewell,—'  which,'  added  he,  '  he  did ;  fbf 
■  he  found  means  to  efcape  punifliment.' 

The  difpolition  of  the  law,  and  of  magi&rates,  to  be  mercifiil 
to  offenders  againll  it,  leads  me  to  remark,  that  in  the  people 
of  this  crfunuy.  there  is.  a  general  propenfity  to  humanity  [ 
|ad  that,   notwithllanding  the  cry  agaioH  Bterdleb  creditortf 
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But  Dodd's  cafe  was  fuch  as  excluded  him  from 
die  benefit  of  all  the  above  chances,  excepting  the 
laft  J  and  of  that  he  laboured  with  all  his  might  to 
avail  himfcif.  ■  A  petitioji  to  the  throne  for  a  pardon, 
was  an  expedient  that  naturally  fuggefled  itfelf,  but> 
as  it  required  the  utmoft  powers  of  eloquence  to  pal- 
liate his  offence,  he  found  means  to  interefl.  Dr. 
Johnfon  in  his  behalf,  and  eafily  procured  from 
him  two  of  the  moft  energetic  compoGtions  of  du; 
kind  ever  fcen,  the  one  a  petition  from  himfelf  to 
the  king,  the  other,  a  like  addrefs  from  his  wife  to 
the  queen,  feverally  conceived  in  the'  terms  fol-t 
lowing: 

*  To  the  King's  moft  excellent  M^dfy. 

•  It  is  moft  humbly  rcprcfcntcd  to  your  majefty 
f  ^y  William  Dodd,  the  unhappy  convict  now  lying 
^  under  fentence  of  death: 

urged  in  hvoai  of  infolvent  $Qt,  fnch  a  charafter  u  lisrdljr 
now  to  be  fonnd.  I  have,  in  my  timci  dirdiarged  grett  nnm- 
ben  of  debtors  uoder  fudh  a&s,  and  cannot  recoUcA  five  in- 
fiancet  where  their  difcharge  hai  been  oppofed.  And,  with  re- 
gard to  bankropti  and  other  infolvents,  I  am  warranted  by  long 
experience  and  moch  obfervation  to  fay,  that  in  cafei  where 
their  inalulity  to  pay  their  debu  hai  arifcn  from  mia&rtune, 
the  readinefi  of  creditors  to  accept  a  fmall  compofition,  and 
give  them  freOi  credit,  has  been  fnch  as  I  could  not  contem- 
plate withoat  calling  to  remembrance  the  parable  in  the  Gofpel 
of  the  lord  that  was  moved  with  compaflion,  and  forgave  hie 
debtor.  And,  vrith  refpeft  to  injuries,  fnch  as  perfonal  affanlts 
pr  indignities,  an  Englilhroan  sever  fecks  farther  than  to  humble 
bis  adverfary :  when  that  is  done,  forgivenefs  and  Ihaking  hands 
follow  of  couHe.  If,  therefore,  it  be  true,  that  tjiimMin;  a^thf 
ol^fjigz  <}if.  comet,  we  have  not  far  to  feek  for  t«  Joarceot" 
BnumSaver^^ 

'  That 
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'  *  That  William  Dodd,  acknowledging  the  juftice  of 

*  the  lentence  denounced  againfl;  him,  has  no  hope  or 
'  refiige  but  in  your  majefty's  clemency. 

*  That  though  tt>  recollcft  or  mention  die  ufcful- 

*  nefs  of  his  life,  or  the  efficacy  of  his  miniftry,  muft 

*  Qverwhelm  him,  in  his  prefent  condition,  with 
'  Ihame  and  forrowj  he  yet  humbly  hopes,  that  his 
'  pait  labours  will  not  wholly  be  forgotten ;  and  that 

*  the  zeal  with  whith  he  has  exhorted  others  to  a  good 
'  life,  though  it  does  not  extenuate  his  cnme^  may 
'  mitigate  his  punilhment. 

■    •  That  drf>afcd  as  he  is  by  ignominy,  and  diftreffed 

*  as  he  is  by  poverty,  fcorned  by  the  world,  and  de- 

*  tefted  by  hirnfelf,  deprived  of  all  external  comforts, 

*  and  afflicted  by  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  he  can  derive 

*  no  hopes  of  longer  life,  but  that  of  repairing  the 

*  injury  he  has  done  to  mankind,  by  exhibiting  an 

*  example  of  fhame  and  fubmifiion,  and  of  expiating 

*  his  fins  by  prayer  and  penitence. 

*  That  for  this  end,  he  humbly  implores  from  the 
'  clemency  of  your  majcfty,  the  continuance  of  a  life 

*  legally  forfeited }  and  of  the  days  which,  by  your 

*  gracious  compafllon,  he  may  yet  live,  no  one  {hall 

*  pafs  without  a  prayer,  that  your  majefty,  after  a 

*  long  life  of  happinefs  and  honour,  may  ftand,  at 

*  the  day  of  final  judgment,  among  the  merciAil  that 

*  obtain  mercy. 

*  So  fervently  prays  the  moft  diftrefled  and  wretched 
'  of  your  majefty's  fubjcfts, 

*  WiLLiAU  Dodo,' 


To 
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*  To  the  Queen's  moft  exccllcM  Miyefty. 

*  Madam, 

*  It  is  moft  humbly  reprefented  by  Mary  Dodd> 

*  wife  of  Dr.  Williiun  Dodd,  now  lyii^  in  prifon 
f  under  fentence  of  death : 

*  That  Ihe  has  been  the  wife  |^  this  vnhzppy  man 
■  more  than  twenty-feven  years,  and  has  lived  with 

*  himin  the  grcatefthappinefsc^  conjugal  union,  and 

*  the  higheft  ftate  of  conjugal  confidence. 

*  Thar  Ihe  has  been  a  conftant  witnefs  c^  his  nn- 

*  weaned  endeavours  for  public  good,  and  his  labo- 

*  cious  attendance  on  charitable  inftitutions.  Mwy 
f  are  the  families  vi^om  his  care  has  delivered  from 
^  want !  many  are  the  hearts  which  he  has  freed  from 

*  pain,  and  the  faces  which  he  has  cleared  from  fbr- 
f  row. 

*  That,  therefore,  Ihc  moft  humbly  throws  herfelf 
^  at  the  feet  of  the  queen,  carneftly  intreating,  that 

*  the  petition  of  a  diftrefled  wife  alking  mercy  for  a 
^  hufband,  may  be  confidered  as  naturally  icdiciting 

*  jthe  compaffion  of  her  majeftyj  and  that,  when  her 

*  wifdom  baa  compared  the  offender's  good  aftions 
f  with  his  crime,  Ihe  will  be  pleafed  to  repreient  has 

*  Cafe  to  our  mad  gracious  fovereign,  in  fuch  termi 

*  as  may  difpofc  him  to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  th« 

*  law. 

*  So  prays  your  majefty's  moft  dutiful  fubjeft  and 

*  ftippliaant^ 

•  Mary  Dodd/ 
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To  die  6iil:  of  thefc  pedtmns,  but  not  without  diS- 
cyAtfy  Mrs.  Dodd  ftift  got  the  haads  of  the  jury  that 
found  die  biU  againft  her  huflnnd,  and  after  that,  m  ' 
it  is  fuppofed,  of  the  jury  that  tried  him.  It  was  dien 
circulated  about)  imd  all  dw  while  the  ciy  for  mercjr 
'tna  kept  up  in  the  news-papen,  and  the  merits  and 
fufierings  of  the  unfortunate  divine  were  fa  artfull|r 
reprefented  by  par^aj^  dierein  inferted,  diat^  in  a 
fliort  Ipace  of  time,  no  fewer  dun  twenty-three  thou* 
fwd  names  were  fubfcribed  thereto.  Moreoverj  letter* 
and  addreflcs,  written  ^  by  John(bn,  impbring  their 
interpofition>  were  fent  to  the  minifter  and  other  great 
perfons. 

While  the  two  petitions  were  in  fuipence,  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations,  penned  by  Dr.  JohoJbn,  appeared 
in  the  public  papers : 

*  Yefterday  was  prefented  to  the  lecretary  of  ftate, 

*  by  earl  Percy,  a  pedtion  in  favour  rf  Dr.  Dodd, 

*  figned  by  twenty-three  thoufand  hands.    On  this 
'  occafion  it  is  natural  to  conftder, 

*  That,  in  all  countries,  penal  laws  have  been  re- 

*  laxed,  as  particular  reafons  have  emerged. 

*  That  a  life  emincndy  beneficent,  a  fingle  aflioh 

*  eminently  good,  or  even  the  power  of  being  ufeful 

*  to  the  public,  have  been  fufficient  to  protedt  the 
'  life  of  a  delinquent. 

*  That  no  arbiter  of  life  and  death  has  ever  been 

*  cenfured  for  granting  the  life  of  a  criminal  to  honeft 

*  and  powerful  folicitauon. 

K  That  the  man  for  whom  a  nation  petitions,  muft 

*  be  prefumed  to  have  merit  uncommon,  in  kind  or 

*  in  degree;  for,  however  the  mode  of  colleiling 

L.  1  8  *  fubfcriptions. 
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*  fubfcriptions,  or  the  right  of  judgment  excrcifed 

*  by  the  fiibfcribcrs,  may  be  open  to  difpute,  it  is, 
<  at  leaft,  plain,  that  fomething  is  done  for  this  man 

*  (hat  was  never  done  fw  any  other  j  and  govern- 

*  ment,  which  mull   proceed  upon  general  views, 
'  may  rationally  conclude^  chat  this  man  is  fomething 

*  better  than  other  cinders  have  been,  or  has  done 
«  fomething  more  than  others  have  done. 

*  That  though  the  people  cannot  judge  of  the  ad- 

*  miniftration  of  juftice  fo  well  as  their  govemon,  yet 

*  their  voice  has  always  been  regarded. 

*  That  this  is  a  cafe  in  which  the  petitioners  dc:* 

*  termine  againft  their  own  intereft;  thofe  forwhofc 

*  protection  the  law  was  made,  intreat  its  relaxation, 

*  and  our  governors   cannot   be  charged  with  tiie 

*  confequencfs  which  the  people  bring  upon  thenv- 

*  felves. 

*  That  as  this  is  a  cafe  without  example,  it  will 

*  probably  be  without  confequences,  and  many  ages 

*  will  ekpfe  before  fuch  a  crime  is  again  committed 

*  by  fuch  a  man. 

*  Thaf  tliough  life  be  fpared,  juftice  may  be  fa- 

*  tisficd  with  ruin,  imprilbnmcnt,"  exile,  infamy,  and 

*  penury. 

*  That  if  the  people  now  commit  an  error,  their 

*  error  is  on  the  part  of  mercy:  and  that  perhaps 

*  hiftory  cannot  (hew  a  time,  in  which  the  life  of  a 

*  criminal,   guiUy  of  nothing  above  fraud,  was  re- 

*  fufed  to  the  cry  of  nations,  to  the  joint  fupplica- 

*  tion  of  three  and  twenty  thoufand  petitioners.' 

While  Dodd  wa?  waiting  the  event  of  the  petitions, 
his  wife  and  friends  were  not  idle.    Dr.  Johnfon  told 

me» 
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me,  that  they  had  offered  Akerman>  the  keeper  of 
Newgate,  a  thoufand  pounds  to  let  him  cfcape  ;  and 
that  fditing,  that  a  number  of  them,  with  bank- 
notes in  their  pockets,  to  the  amount  of  five  )iun- 
dred  pounds,  had  watched  for  a  whole  evening, 
about  the  door  of  the  prifon,  for  an  opportunity  of 
corrupting  the  turnkey,  but  could  not  fuccccd  in 
the  attempt. 

When  all  hopes  of  a  favourable  anfwer  to  either 
of  the  petitions  were  at  an  end,  Johnfon  drew  up 
for  publication  a  fmall  collcftion  of  what  are  called 
'  Occafional  papers    by    the    late    William    Dodd, 

*  L.  L.  D.'  and  five  hundred  copies  thereof  were 
printed  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife ;  but  Ihe,  con- 
(cious  that  they  were  not  of  her  hufband's  writing, 
would  not  confent  to  their  being  publilhed ;  and  the 
whole  number,  except  two  or  three  copies,  was  fup- 
prefled.  The  lafl:  office  he  performed  for  this  wretched 
man,  was  the  compofrng  afermon,  which  he  delivered  in 
the  chapel  of  Newgate,  on  Friday  6th  June,  1777,  and 
which  was  foon  after  publilhed  with  the  tide  of  '  The 

*  Convift's  Addrefs.' 

Johnfon  had  never  feen  the  face  of  Dodd  in  his 
life.  His  wife  had  found  her  way  to  him  during  his 
confinement,  and  bad  interefted  him  fo  ftrongly  in 
his  behalf,  that  he  lamented  his  fate,  as  he  would 
have  done  that  of  an  intimate  friend  under  the  like 
circumftances.  He  was  deeply  concerned  at  the 
failure  of  the  petitions ;  and  afked  me  at  the  time, 
if  the  requefl-  contained  in  them  was  not  fuch  an  one 
as  ought  to  have  been  granted  to  the  prayer  of  twen- 
ty-three thoufand  fubjefts  ?  to  which  I  anfwered,  that 
the  fubfcriptipn  of.  popular  petitions  was  a  thing  of 

Vol.  I.  Mm  courfe. 
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courfe,  and  that,  therefore,  the  difference  between 
twenty  and  twenty  thoufand  names  was  inconfiderable. 
He  further  cenfured  the  clergy  very  fevcrcly,  for  not 
interpofmg  in  his  behalf>  and  faid,  that  their  Inactivity 
arofe  from  a  paltry  fear  of  being  reproached  with 
partiality  towards  one  of  their  own  order. 

Here  I  cannot  forbear  remarking,  an  inconfiftency 
in  the  opinion  of  Johnfon  refpcfting  the  cafe  of  Dodd. 
He  aHifted  in  the  folicitations  for  his  pardon,  yet,  in 
his  private  judgment,  he  thought  him  unworthy  of  it, 
having  been  known  to  fay,  that  had  he  been  the  ad- 
vifer  of  the  king,  he  fliould  have  told  him  that,  in  par- 
doning Dodd,  his  juftice,  in  remitting  the  Perreaus  to 
their  fentence,  would  have  been  called  in  queftion.      - 

About  this  time.  Dr.  Johnfon  changed  his  dwelling 
in  Johnfon's  court,  for  a  fomewhat  larger  id  Bolt 
court.  Fleet  ftreet,  vfhere  he  commenced  an  intimacy 
with  the  landlord  of  it,  a  very  worthy  and  fcnfible 
man,  fome  time  fince  deceafed,  Mr.  Edmund  Allen 
the  printer.  Behind  it  was  a  garden,  which  he  took 
delight  in  watering ;  a  room  on  the  ground-floor  was 
afligned  to  Mrs.  Williams,  and  the  whole  of  the  two 
pair  of  ftairs  floor  was  m^e  a  repofitory  for  his 
books ;  one  of  the  rooms  thereon  being  his  ftudy.  . 
Here,  in  the  intervals  of  his  refidence  at  Streatham, 
he  received  the  vifits  of  his  friends,  and,  to  the  moft 
intimate  of  them,  fometimes  gave>  not  inelegant 
dinners. 

Being  at  eafe  in  his  circumftanccs,  and  free  from 
that  folicitude  which  had  embittered  the  former  part 
of  his  life,  he  funk  into  indolence,  till  his  faculties 
feemed  to  be  impaired :  deafnefs  grew  upon  lum ; 
long  intervals  of  mental  abfcnce  interrupted  his  con- 
veriation* 
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Tcrfation,  and  it  was  diiEcult  to  engage  his  attention 
to  any  fubjeft.  His  friends,  from  thefe  fymptoms, 
concluded,  that  his  lamp  was  emitting  its  laft  rays, 
but  the  lapfe  of  a  Ihort  period  gave  them  ample  proofs 
to  the  contrary. 

In  the  year  1774,  the  long-agitated  queftion  of  li- 
terary property  received  a  final  decifion,  on  an  appeal 
to  the  fupreme  judicature  of  this  kingdom,  whereby 
it  was,  in  cffcft,  declared,  that  fuch  property  was 
merely  ideal,  and  cxided  only  in  imagination  *. 
The  immediate  confequence  of  this  detcrmtnaaon 

■  In  the  arguments  in  this  cafe,  on  a  fpecial  rerdift,  in  the  omrt 
of  Ki.ig's-bcnch,  it  was  admitted,  that  precedents,  dircilly  to  the 
p<nnt,  were  wanting  :  it  was,  therefore,  determined  by  lord  Manf- 
field  and  two  other  judges,  Yates  alone  diffenting,  upon  the  fimple 
principles  of  natural  julLicc  and  moral  £tnefs,  that  the  right  con- 
tended for  did  exill ;  and  tliat  thefe  are  part  of  the  law  of  England 
is  aiferted,  andhas  ever  been  underftood.  Vide  Dodderidge's '  Eng- 
•  lilh  Lawyer,'  page  15410  161,  and  '  Doflor  and  Student'  paffim. 
Neverthetefs,  in  the  argument  of  an  appeal  to  the  lordi  from  z 
decreeof  the  court  of  Cliancery  in  1774,  it  was  contended,  thati 
in  new  cafes,  the  judges  had  no  right  todecide  by  the  rules  of  moral 
litnefs  and  equitable  right,  but  were  to  be  ruled  by  precedents 
alone.  An  objeftioii  the  more  remarkable,  as  coming  from  men 
who  are  known  to  defpife  the  ftndy  of  antiquity,  to  have  ridiculed 
the  perufal  of  records,  and  to  have  treated  with  the  iltmoft  fcorn, 
what  thejr  are  pleafed  to  term,  black-letter  learning.  IT  this  . 
be  law,  and  every  judicial  determination  needs  a  precedent, 
we  are  left  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  thofe  early  and  original 
determinations  for  which  no  precedent  co-jM  be  found,  but 
which  are  now  become  fundamental  principles  of  law :  fuch,  for 
inftance,  as  that  a  bare  right  of  aftion  is  not  affignablc  ;  that,  of 
things  fixed  to  the  freehold,  fclony  cannot  be  committed ;  that  a 
releafe  to  one  trefpafler  is  a  releafe_  to  all ;  and  namberlefs  others. 
Lord  Hardwicke  has  been  known  to  direft  a  fearch  for  precedents, 
and,  when  none  could  be  found,  to  fay — '  I  will  make  one.' 

M  m  3  was 
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was,  a.  fcramble  of  the  loweft  and  kaft  principled 
of  the  bookfellers,  for  the  jewel  thus  caft  among 
them.  Regardiefs  of  that  obvious  rule  of  natural 
■juftice,  which  gives  the  pofleflbr  a  right  to  what  he 
has  purchafed,  they  printed  books,  for  the  copy-right 
whereof  very  large  fuins  had  been  paid  by  book- 
fellers, who,  for  tlieir  liberality  to  authors,  and  the 
encouragement  by  them  given  to  voluminous  works, 
had  been  looked  on  and  acknowledged  as  the  patrons 
of  literature.  Among  thefe  numerous  depredators 
was  one,  who  projefted  an  edition  of  the  Englifti 
poets,  which,  by  advertifcnients  conceived  in  the 
moft  hyperbolical  terms,  and  calculated  to  impofc 
upon  the  credulity  of  the  ignorant,  was  obtruded  on 
the  public. 

The  bookfellers,  againft  whofc  interefl  this  intended 
publication  was  likely  to  operate,  derived  their  right 
to  the  works  of  many  of  the  poets,  included  in  die 
above  defign  by  mefne  aflignments,  from  thofe  ever 
refpei5table  men  the  Tonfons,  who  had  purchafcd 
them  of  their  authors.  To  check  this  attempt, 
therefore,  they  determined  themfelves  to  publifii  an 
edition  of  the  poets,  and,  in  order  to  obtain  for  it 
a  preference,  engaged  Johnfon  to  write  the  lives  of 
all,  or  the  chief  of  tliem  ;  and  he  undertook  and  exe- 
cuted the  talk  with  great  alacrity,  and  in  a  manner 
that  argued  not  the  leaft  decline  of  his  faculties. 

When  Johnfon  had  determined  on  this  work,  he 
was  to  feek  for  the  btil  mode  of  executing  it.  On  a 
hint  from  a  literary  lady  of  his  acquaintance  and  mine, 
he  adopted,  for  his  outline,  that  form  in  which  the 
countefs  D'Aunois  has  drawn  tip  the  memoirs  of  Uje 

French 
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French  poets,  in  her  '  Recueils  des  plus  belles  pieces 
'  des  Poetes  Francois  j'  and  the  foundation  of  his 
work  was,  the  lives  of  the  dramatic  poets  by  Lang- 
faaine,  and  the  lives  of  the  poets  at  large  by  Win- 
ftanley,  and  that  more  modern  one  than  either,  their 
lives  by  Giles  Jacob,  whofe  information,  in  many 
inftances,  was  communicated  by  the  perfons  them- 
felves.  Nevcrthelcfs,  the  materials  which  Joiinfon 
had  to  work  on  were  very  fcanty.  He  was  never  a 
fedulous  enquirer  after  faifts  or  anecdotes,  nor  very 
accuratic  in  fixing  dates:  Oldysv.as  the  m  .n  of  all 
others  the  beft:  qualified  for  fiich  an  employment ; 
Johnlbn's  talent  was  difquifition;  a  genius  like  his, 
difdained  fo  fervilc  a  labour.  Whenever,  therefore, 
he  found  hirafelf  at  a  lofs  for  fuch  intelligence  as  his 
work  required,  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  induftry  of 
a  friend  or  two,  who  took  pleafure  in  furnilhing  him 
with  fuch  particulars  as  are  co  be  found  in  the  lives  of 
Addifon,  Prior,  Pope,  Swift,  Gay,  and  a  few  others, 
whofe  perfons,  habits,  and  charafters,  feme  yet,  or 
very  lately  living,  were  able,  either  from  their  own 
knowledge,  or  authenticated  tradition,  to  defcribe. 

The  book  came  abroad  in  the  year  1778,  in 
ten  fmall  volumes,  and  no  work  of  Johnfon  has  been 
more  celebrated.  It  has  been  faid  to  contain  the 
foundeft  principles  of  criticifm,  and  the  moft  judi^- 
cious  cxamen  of  the  ciFufjons  pf  poetic  genius,  that 
any  country,  not  excepting  France,  has  to  (hew ;  and 
(o  much  of  this  is  true,  that,  in  our  perufal  of  it,  we 
find  our  curiolity^,  as  to  h&s  and  circumftances,  ab< 
forbed  in  xke  contemplatipn  of  thofe  penetrating 
reSe£Uons  ajid  nice  difcriminations,  wluch  are  far  the 
greater  part  of  it. 

M  m  3  It 
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It  is,  ncverthelefs,  to  be  queftioned,  whether  John- 
fon  poffefled  all  the  qualities  of,  a  critic,  one  of  which 
fccms  to  be  a  truly  poetic  faculty.  This  may  feem  a 
ftrangi;  doubt,  of  otie  who  has  transfufcd  the  fpirit  of 
one  of  Mr.  Pope's  fineft  poems  into  one  written  by 
himfelf  in  a  dead  language,  and,  in  two  inftanccs, 
nearly  equalled  the  greateft  of  the  Roman  fatyrifts. 
By  the  poetic  faculty,  I  mean  that  power  which  is  the 
refult  of  a  mind  ftored  with  beautiful  images,  and 
which  exerts  itfclf  in  creation  and  defcription :  of 
this  Johnfon  was  totally  devoid.  His  organs,  im- 
perfect as  they  were,  could  convey  to  his  imagination 
but  iittlc  of  that  intelligence  which  forms  the  poetic 
charafter,  and  produces  that  enthufiafm  which  diftin- 
guilhes  it.  If  we  try  his  ability  by  Shakefpeare's  fa- 
mous defcription ; 

*  The  poet's  eye,  in  a  fine  frenzy  rolling, 

*  Doth  glance  from  Heaven  to  earth,  from  earth 

*  to  Heaven ; 

*  And,  as  imagination  bodies  forth 

*  The  forms  of  things  unknown,  the  poet's  pen 

*  Turns  them  to  (hapes,  and  gives  to  airy  nothing 

*  A  local  habitation,  and  a  name :' 

he  will  appear  deficient.  We  know  that  he  wanted 
this  power  i  that  he  had  no  eye  that  could  be  faid  to 
roll  or  glance,  and,  therefore,  that  all  his  conceptions 
of  t^e  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  external  objefts, 
of  beautiful  fccnes,  and  extenlive  profpeiSs,  were 
derived  from  the  reports  of  others,  and  confequendy 
were  but  the  feeble  impreflions  of  their  archetypes; 

fo 
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£0  that  it  may  be  queftioned  whethct-,  either  waking 
or  flceping, 

*  Such  fights  as  youthful  poets  dream,* 

were  ever  prcfented  to  his  view. 

This  defeft  in  his  imaginative  faculty,  may  well 
account  for  the  frigid  commendation  which  Johnfon 
bellows  on  Thomfon,  and  other  of  the  defcriptivc 
poets,  on  many  fine  paflTages  in  Dryden,  and  on  the 
Henry  and  Emma  of  Prior.  Moral  fentiments,  and 
verfification,  feem  chiefly  to  have  engaged  his  atten- 
tion, and  on  thefe  his  criticifms  are  accurate,  but 
fevere,  and  not  always  impartial.  His  avowed  fond- 
nefs  for  rhyme  is  one  of  the  blemiflies  in  his  judg- 
ment :  he  entertained  it  in  oppofition  to  Milton, 
and  cherifhed  it  through  the  whole  of  his  life  ;  and  it 
led  him  into  many  errors.  Dryden  had  his  doubts 
about  the  preference  of  rhyme  to  blank  verfe ;  and 
I  have  heard  Johnfon  accufe  him  for  want  of  principle 
■  in  thb  rcfpcft,  and  of  veering  about  in  his  opinion 
on  the  fubjeft.  No  fuch  imputation  could  faften  on 
himfelf. 

That  Johnfon  had  no  fenfe  of  the  harmony  of  mu- 
fical  founds,  himfelf  would  frequently  confcfs,  but 
this  defcft  left  him  not  without  the  power  of  deriving 
pleafure  frtMn  metrical  harmony,  from  that  commix- 
ture of  long  and  (hon  quantities,  which  the  laws  of 
profody  have  reduced  to  rule,  and  from  whence 
arifes  a  delight  in  thofe  whofe  ear  is  unaffeftcd  by 
confonance.  The  ftrokes  on  the  puIfatUe  inftnimtnts, 
the  drum  for  inftance,  though  they  produce  monoto- 
nous founds,  have,  if  made  by  rule,  mathematical  ra- 
tios of  duple  and  triple,  with  numberlefs  fractions, 
M  m  4  and 
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and  admit  of  an  inBnite  variety  of  combinations, 
which  give  pleafure  to  the  auditory  faculty  j  but  of 
this  Johnfon  feems  alfo  to  have  been  infenfible.  That 
his  own  numbers  are  lb  harmonious  as,  in  general, 
we  find  them,  muft  have  been  the  eiFcft  of  his  fcdu- 
lous  attention  to  the  writings  of  Drydcn  and  Pope, 
and  the  difcovery  of  fome  fecret  in  their  verfification, 
of  which  he  was  able  to  avail  himfelf.  ■ 

If  Johnfon  be  to  be  numbered  among  thofe  poets  in 
whom  the  powers  of  underftanding,  more  than  thofe 
of  the  imagination,  are  feen  to  cxift,  we  have  a  reafon 
For  that  coldnels  and  infenfibiliry  which  he  fo  often 
difcovers  in  the  ccurfe  of  this  work;  and,  when 
we  recolleifl  that  he  profcffcd  himfelf  to  be  a  fafti- 
dtous  critic,  we  are  not  to  wonder,  that  he  is  Ibme- 
times  backward  in  beftowing  applaufe  on  paiJages 
that  feem  to  merit  it.  In  Ihorr,  he  was  a'fcrupulous 
eftimator  of  beauties  and  blemifhes,  and  poflefled  a 
fpirit  of  •criticifm,  which,  by  long  exercife,  maybe 
fdd  to  have  become  mechanical.  So  nicely  has  he 
balanced  the  one  againft  the  other,  that,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  he  has  made  neither  fcale  preponderate,  and, 
in  others,  by  confidering  the  failings  of  his  authors 
as  pofitive  demerit,  he  has  left  fome  celebrated  names 
in  a  ftate  of  reputation  below  mediocrity.  A  fpirit 
like  this,  had  before  aftuated  him  in  his  preface  to 
Shakefpeare,  in  which,  by  a  kind  of  arithmetical 
procefs,  fubtrafting  from  his  excellencies  his  failings, 
he  has  endeavoured  to  fink  him  in  the  opinion  of 
his  numerous  admirers,  and  to  perfuade  us,  againft 
reafon  and  our  own  feelings,  that  the  former  are  an- 
fiihilated  by  the  latter. 

His 
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His,cenfuresof  the  writings  of  lord  Lyttelton,  and  , 
of  Gray,  gave  great  offence  to  the  friends  of  each  : 
the  firft  coft  him  the  fricndlhip  of  a  lady,  whofe  re- 
marks on  the  genius  of  Shakefpeare  have  raifed  her 
to  a  degree  of  eminence  among  the  female  writers  of 
this  time;  and  the  fuppofcd  injury  done  by  him  to 
the  memory  of  Gray,  is  rcfented  by  the  whole  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge.  The  character  of  Swift  he  has 
ftigmatizcd  with  the  brand  of  pride  and  felfifhnefs,  fo 
deeply  imprelTed,  that  ,the  marks  thereof  feem  inde- 
lible. In  tlie  praifes  of  his  wit,  he  does  him  no  more 
than  juftice  ;  of  his  moral  qualities,  he  has  made  the 
mod  J  and  of  his  learning,  of  which  Swift  poflefled 
but  a  very  fmall  portion,  he  has  faid  nothing.  Few 
can  be  offended  at  Johnfon's  account  of  this  man, 
whofe  arrogance  and  malevolence  were  a  reproach  to 
human  nature  j  and  in  whofe  voluminous  writings 
little  is  to  be  found,  that  can  conduce  to  the  improve- 
ment or  bene6t  of  mankind,  or,  indeed,  that  it  bc- 
fecmed  a  clergyman  to  publifh. 

In  his  own  judgment  of  the  lives  of  the  poets, 
Johnfon  gave  the  preference  to  that  of  Cowley,  as 
containing  a  nicer  inveftigation  and  difcrimination  of 
the  charaftcriflics  of  wit,  than  is  elfewhere  to  be  found. 
Others  have  affigned  to  Dryden's  life  the  pre-eminence. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  is  a  finely  written,  and  an  enter- 
taining book,  and  is  likely  to  be  coeval  with  the 
memory  of  the  bell  of  the  writers  whom  it  cele- 
brates. "^ 

To  the  life  of  Pope,  he  thought  proper  to  adjoin  a 

criticifm  on  the  epitaphs  of  that  poet,  written  fomc 

years  before,  and  infcrted  in  a  monthly  pamphlet, 

intitled  *  The  Vifitor,'  in  whicli  he  detefts  a  great 
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number  of  faulty  paflages,  and  puerile  fentimencs. 
An  attempt  of  the  like  kind  had  formerly  been  made 
by  Concanen,  one  of  the  Dunciad  heroes,  in  a  paper 
called  *  The  Speculatift,*  firft  publifhed  in  one  of  tl^e 
periodical  papers  of  the  day,  and  afterwards  coUefted 
into  an  oftavo  voUimc  j  but  it  went  no  farther  than  to 
acenfure  of  the  infcription  on  Craggs's  monument  in 
Weftminftcr  abbey,  which,  by  the  way,  was  never  in- 
tended for  an  epitaph,  but  is  an  culog^um  on  that  ftatef- 
man,  taken  from  Pope's  '  Epittle  to  Mr.  Addifon,  oc- 
c^ioned  by  his  dialogues  on  medals.'  Johnfon  has  no- 
uced  this, and  apologizing  for  fome  faults  in  it,  imputes 
them,  in  hisftrong  manner  of  expreflion,  to  thevioience 
with  which  the  lines  were  torn  from  the  original.  The 
whole  of  Concanen's  criticifin  turns  upon  the  length 
of  the  infcription,  which  is  fix  lines,  and,  by  a  ftrange 
blunder  of  Pope,  is  recommended  as  a  motto  for 
the  fuppofed  medal  to  be  ftruck  in  commemoration 
of  his  fervices,  and  gives  occafion  to  the  critic  to 
aik— — *  Is  this  a  motto  for  a  medal  or  a  mill- 
•  ftone.' 

But  Johnfon,  who  never  examined  the  writings  ot 
any  author,  but  with  an  eye  the  moll  penetrating,  has 
taken  a  nearer  view  of  thefe  compofitions  of  Pope,  as 
they  appear  in  his  works,  and  difcovertd,  diat  fcarce 
any  one  of  them,  notwithftanding  the  beauty  of  vcr- 
fification  which  they  difplay,  will  bear  the  tcft  of  found 
criticifin.  For  his  remarks  on  them,  this  is  no  fit 
place :  the  inquifitive  reader  is  therefore  referred  for 
the  perufal  of  them  to  the  life  of  Pope,  among  the 
poets  i  and,  for  farther  infonnation  on  the  fubjcA  of 
monumental  infcriptions,  to  *  An  Effay  on  Epitaphs,' 
among  his  philological  tra<^s. 

AU 


3.a.t.zsd  by  Google 


Dr.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON.     539 

All  that  is  neceffary  to  remark  on  his  examen  oi 
Pope's  epitaphs  is,  that,  in  one  inftance,  it  was  pro- 
dufbive  of  a  fingular  event,  the  total  erafure  of  that 
epitaph  on  Sir  Godfrey  Knellcr's  monument  inWeft- 
minfter  abbey,  which  had  long  been  objeded  to,  as 
being  a  very  indifferent  imitation  of  icardinal  Bembo's 
famous  didich  on  Raphael ;  and  it  feems  that  the 
author  thought  fo,  for,  in  the  later  editions  of  his 
works,  he  has  omitted  it. 

*  Ille  hie  eft  Raphael,  timuit  quo  fofpite  vine! 
*  Rerum  magna  parens,  &  moricnte  mori,' 

After  he  had  finiftied  the  lives  of  the  poets,  Johnfon, 
contemplating  thcftrength  of  his  mental  powers,' was 
fo  little  fenfible  of  any  decay  in  them,  dut  he  enter- 
tained a  dcfign  of  giving  to  the  world  a  trandation 
of  that  voluminous  work  of  Thuanus,  the  hiftory  of 
his  own  times,  an  undertaking  furely  too  laborious 
for  one  who  had  nearly  completed  the  age  of  man, 
and  whofe  mind  was  generally  occupied  by  fubjefla 
of  greater  importance  than  any  that  relate  to  this 
■  world.  But,  in  this  eftimate  of  his  abilities,  he  foon 
,  found  himfclf  deceived.  Sleeplefs  nights,  and  the 
ufe  of  opium,  which  he  took  in  large  quantities, 
alternately  depreficd  and  raifed  his  fpirits,  and  ren- 
dered him  an  incompetent  judge  of  his  own  powers,  fo 
that,  had  he  purfued  his  refolution,  he  would,  doubt- 
lels,  have  funk  under  the  burden  of  fo  great  a  la- 
bour. 

It  may  farther  be  queftioned  whether,  upon  trial, 
he  would  not  have  found  himfelf  unequal  to  the 
ta(k  of  transfufmg  into  an  Englifli  verfion  the  fpirit 

of 
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of  his  author.  Johnfon's  talent  was  original  thinking, 
and  though  he  was  ever  able  to  cxprefs  his  own  fen- 
tiinents  in  nervous  language,  he  did  not  always  fiic- 
cced  in  his  attempts  to  familiarife  the  fcnfe  of  others  : 
his  tranflation  of  Perc  Lobo's  voyage  has  little  to 
recommend  it  but  the  fubj  eft-matter.  Among  his 
papers  was  found,  a  rrandation  from  Salluft  of  the 
*  Bellum  Catilinarium,*  {o  flatly  and  infipldly  rendered, 
that  the  fiiffering  it  to  appear  would  have  been  an  in- 
deligible  difgrace  to  his  memory. 

We  mud  now  take  our  leave  of  Johnfon  as  an  au- 
thor, and  view  him  as  a  man  worn  out  with  literary 
labour  and  difeafe,  contemplating  his  diflblurion,  and 
exerting  all  his  powers  to  refill  thit  conftitutional 
malady  v/'iich  now,  more  tlian  ever,  oppreffed  him. 
To  divert  himfclf  from  a  train  of  thinking  which 
often  involved  him  in  a  labyrinth  of  doubts  and 
difficulties  touching  a  future  ftate  of  exiftence,  he 
folicited  the  frequent  vifits  of  his  friends  and  ac- 
quMntance,  the  moft  difcerning  of  whom  could  not 
but  fee,  that  the  fabric  of  his  mind  was  tottering; 
and,  to  allay  thofe  fcruples  and  terrors  which  haunted 
him  in  Jiis  vacant  hours,  he  betook  himfelf  to  the 
reading  of  books  of  pradical  divinity,  and,  among 
the  reft,  the  writings  of  Baxter,  and  others  of  the  old 
puritan  and  non-conforming  divines.  Of  Baxter,  he 
entenaincd  a  very  high  opinion,  and  often  fpokc  of 
him  to  me  as  a  man  of  great  parts,  profound  learn- 
ing, and  exemplary  piety  :  he  faid,  of  the  office  for 
the  conrimunlon  drawn  up  by  him  and  produced  at 
the  Savoy-conference,  that  it  was  one  of  the  fineft 
compoGtions  of  the  ritual  kind  he  had  ever  feen  *, 

•  It  is  printed  at  the  cod  of  the  firft  volame  of  Dr.  Calajny's 
abridgement  of  Mr.  Baxtcr't  Hiftoty  of  hit  life  and  Times. 

It 
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Ic  was  a  circumftance  to  be  wondered  at,  that  a  high- 
churchman,  as  Johnfon  ever  profeiTed  himfelf  to  be, 
fhould  be  driven  to  fcek  for  fpiritual  comfort  in  the 
writings  of  feftaries;  men  whom  he  aiFefted,  as  well 

'  to  condemn  for  their  ignorance,  as  to  hate  for  their 
principles  ;  but,  as  his  acquaintance  with  the  world, 
and  mth  the  writings  of  fuch  men  as  Watts,  Fofter, 
Lardner,  and  Lowman,  increafed,  thefe  prejudices 
were  greatly  foftened.  Of  the  early  puritans,  he 
thought  their  want  of  general  learning  was   atoned 

.  for  by  their  (kill  in  the  Scriptures,  and  the  holinefs 
of  their  lives  *j  and,  to  juftify  his  opinion  of  them, 

•  Yet  hare  there  been  among  them  3  few,  ti  eminent  fbr  their 
learning  as  their  piety,  and,  in  juftice  to  their  memory,  I  will  men- 
tion two  of  this  charafter  :  the  one  was  Gataker,  well  known  for 
hb  excellent  edition  of  the  Medications  of  the  emperor  Marcus 
Anconinus,  and  his  Commeotaryon  the  prophecy  of  Jeremiah ;  the 
other,  a  fomewhat  earlier  writer,  old  Mr.  Dod,  fumamed  theUe- 
calojift,  an  exquifite  Hebrew  fcholar,  a  man  of  primitive  fanflity, 
and  a  paffive  non- con  forming  divine.  His  memory  is  not  quite 
extinifl  among  the  diffenters  of  the  prefent  age,  for  I  remember, 
in  my  youth,  to  have  feen,  in  the  window  of  an  old  bookfeller  of 
that  denomination,  a  printed  broad  Ihecc,  with  a  wooden  portrait 
at  the  top  thereof,  intitled  '  Mr.  Dod's  fayings,'  being  a  ftring  of 
religious  aphorifms,  intended  to  be  fiuck  up  in  the  houfes  of  poor 
perfons.  In  Puller's  Worthies,  page  i8i,  and  alfo  in  his  Church- 
hiftory,  book  xi.  page  219,  are  fome  particulars  that  mark  his  cha- 
racter, and  in  the  latter,  pageazo,  the  following  note  of  his  funpli- 
city.  '  He  was  but  coarfcly  ufed  by  the  cavaliers,  and  when  the  foI~ 

■  diers.whocame  toplunderhim.broughtdownthe  fheetsoutof  his 
'  chamber,  into  the  room  where  he  fat  by  the  fire-fide,  he,  in  their 

■  abfencetofearchformore,  took  one  pair,  and  clapped  them  under 
•  his  cufhion  whereon  he  fat,  much  plcafing  himfelf,  after  their 
<  departure,  that  he  had,   as  he  faid,  plundered  the  plunderers, 

■  and,  by  a  lawful  felony,  had  faved  fo  much  of  hb  own  to  himfelf. 
'  He  died  the  fame  year  with  archbiftiop  Laud,  1646,  and  with 
'  him,'  this  author  adds,  'the  old  puritan  fcemed  to  expire.' 

and 
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and  their  writings,  he  once  cited  to  me  a  faying  of 
Howell  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  to  make  a  man  a 
complete  Chridian,  he  mull  havethe  worksofaPapifl, 
the  words  of  a  Puritan,  and  the  faith  of  a  Proteftant  *. 
At  times  when  he  was  moft  didrelTed,  I  recommeoded 
to  him  the'  perufal  of  btlhop  Taylor's  '  Rules  and 

*  Exercifes  of  holy  Living  and  Dying,'  and  alfo,  his 

*  Dudtor  Dubitantium,'  a  book  abounding  in  erudi- 
tion, and  moft  apdy  fuiting  his  circumftances.  Of 
the  former,  though  he  placed  the  authcM-  at  the  head 
of  all  the  divines  that  have  fucceeded  the  fathers,  he 
^d,  that  in  the  reading  thereof,  he  had  found  litde 
more  than  he  brought  himfclf ;  and,  at  the  mention  of 
the  latter,  he  feemed  to  fiirink.  His  Greek  tcftament 
was  generally  wicliin  his  reach,  and  he  red  much  in 
it.  He  was  competently  (killed  in  the  writings  of 
the  fathers,  yet  was  he  more  converfant  with  thofe 
of  the  great  Englilh  church-men,  namely,  Hooker, 
Ufher,  Mede,  Hammond,  Sanderfon,  Hall,  and 
others  of  that  clafs.  Dr.  Henry  More,  of  Cam- 
bridge, he  did  not  much  affeifl :  he  was  a  platonifl, 
and,  in  Johnfon's  opinion,  a  vifionary.  He  would 
frequently  cite  from  him,  and  laugh  at,  a  paflage  to 
this  cffeifl : — *  At  the  confummation  of  all  things,  it 
'  Ihall  come  to  pafs,  that  eternity  (hall  (hake  hands 

*  with  opacity.'    He  had  never,  till  I  mentioned 

•  Howell's  Letters,  book  ii.  letter  1 1.  The  antlior  muft  here 
be  ander&ood  to  mean  protellants  of  the  eftabliihed  chnrch,  for  the 
pnriiansare  tl(o  protellanu.  This  didam  canica  the  more  weight 
with  it,  u  it  comes  from  s  man  whofe  fentimenta ,  refpe^iig  {ent- 
ries, may  be  inferred  from  the  following  pailage  in  another  of  hit 
letters  : — <  If  I  hate  any,  it  is  thofe  fehifmaticg  that  puzzle  the 
<  fiwest  peace  of  the  chnrch ;  fo  that  I  could  be  content  to  fee  aa 
'  Atub9ptift£otoUcllonaBrowiiift*iback.'  Book  i.  letter  32. 

him, 
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him,  heard  of  Dr.  Thomas  Jackfon,  of  Corpus 
Chrifti  college,  Oxon.  Upon  my  recommendation 
of  his  works,  in  three  folio  volumes,  he  made  me  a 
promife  to  buy  and  ftudy  them,  which  he  lived  not 
to  perform.  He  was,  for  fome  time,  pleafed  with 
Kempis's,  or  rather  John  Gerfon's  traft   *  De  Imi- 

*  tatione  Chrifti,*  but  at  length  laid  it  afide,  fay- 
ing, that  the  mwn  defign  of  it  was  to  promote  mo- 
n^ic  piety,  and  inculcate  ecclefiaftical  obedience. ' 
One  fentiment  therein,  he,  however,  greatly  ap- 
plauded, and  I  find  it  adopted  by  bifliop  Taylor, 
who  gives   it  in  the  following  words  : — '  It  is  no 

*  great  matter  to  live  lovingly  with  good-natUred, 
'  with  humble  and  meek  perfons  j  but  he  that  can 

*  do  fo  with  the  froward,  with  the  wilful,  and  the 

*  ignorant,  with  the  peevilh  and  pcrverie,  he  only 

*  hath  true  charity.    Always  remembering,  that  our 

*  true  foiid  peace,  the  peace  of  God,  confifts  rather 

*  in  compliance  with  others,  dun  in  being  complied 
'  with;  in  fufiering  and  forbearing,  rather  than  in 

.  *  contention  iand  viftory  *.* 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  ftudies,  he  exercifed  his 
powers  of  eloquence,  in  the  compofition  of  forms 
of  devotion,  adapted  to  his  circumftances  and  the 
ftate  of  his  mind  at  different  times.  Of  thefe,  a 
fpecimen  has  lately  been  given  to  the  public  He 
alfo  tranflated  into  Latin  many  of  the  colleAs  in  our 
liturgy.  This  was  a  practice  which  he  took  up  in 
his  early  years,  and  continued  through  his  life,  as  he 
did  ^fo  the  noting  down  the  particular  occurrences 
of  each  day  thereof,  but  in  a  loofe  and  defultory  way, 

*  Polemical  andaioral  diTcoarlei,  (olio,  t657,page2$. 
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in  books  of  various  forms,  and  in  no  regular  or  con- ' 
tinued  fucccnion. 

He  feemed  to  acquiefcc  in  that  famous  faying  of 
John  Valdeflb,  which  induced  the  emperor  Charles  , 
the  fifth  to  refign  his  crown,  and  betake  himfelf  to 
religious  retirement ;  '  Oportet  inter  vitse  negoiia,  tt 
*  diem  mortis,  fpatium  aliquod  intercedere  *,'  nevcr- 
thclcfs,  he  was  but  an  ill  huiband  of  his  time.  He 
was,  throughout  his  life,  making  refolutlons  to  rife 
at  eight,  no  very  early  hour,  and  breaking  them. 
The  vifits  of  idle,  and  fomc  of  them  very  worthlefs 
pcrlbns,  were  never  unwelcome  to  him  ;  and  though 
they  interrupted  him  in  his  ftudJes  and  medications, 
yet,  as  they  gave  him  opportunities  of  difcourfc, 
and  furnifhed  him  with  intelligence,  he  ftrovc  rather 
lo  protraift  than  ihorteti  or  difcountenance  them ; 
and,  when  abroad,  fuch  was  the  laxity  of  his  mind, 
that  he  confented  to  the  doing  of  many  things, 
ocherwife  indifFcreiit,  for  the  avowed  reafon  that  they 
would  drive  on  time. 

Of  his  vifitois  at  this  time  myfelf  was  one,  and 
having  known  the  ftate  of  his  mind  at  different 
periods,  and  his  habitual  dread  of  infanity,  I  was 
greatly  dcfirous  of  calming  his  mind,  and  rendering 
him  fufceptible  of  the  many  enjoyments  of  which  I 
thought  him  then  in  poflefTion,  namely,  a  permanent 
income,  tolerable  health,  a  high  degree  of  reputation 
for  his  moral  qualities  and  literary  exertions,  by 
which  latter  he  had  made  a  whole  country  fenfible 
of  its  obligation  to  him,  and,  laftly,  that  he  had  as 

*It  h  Ht,  thftt  between  the  bufinefs  oflife,  and  thcday  of  death, 
Ibmc  fpace  Oiould  iatervene. 

few 
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ftw  enemies  as  a  man  of  his  eminence  could  expeft. 
On  one  day  in  particular,  when  I  was  Fjggefting  to 
him  thefe  and  the  like  reflections,  he  gave  thanks  to 
Almighty  God,  but  added,  that  notwithftanding  all 
the  above  benefits,  the  profpeft  of  death,  which  waa 
now  at  no  great  dlftance  from  him,  was  become  ter- 
rible, and  that  he  could  not  think  of  it  but  with  great 
pain  and  trouble  of  mind. 

I  was  very  much  furprifed  and  Ihocked  at  fuch  a 
declaration  from  fuch  a  man,  and  told  him,  that  from 
my  long  acquaintance  with  him,  I  conceived  his  life 
to  have  been  an  uniform  courfe  of  virtue,  that  he 
had  ever  fliewn  a  deep  fenfe  of,  and  zeal  for,  religion, 
and  that,  both  by  his  example  and  his  writings,  he 
had  recommended  the  practice  of  it :  that  he  had  not 
refted,  as  many  do,  in  the  exercife  of  common  ho- 
nefty,  avoiding  the  groffer  enormities,  yet  rejefting 
thofe  advantages  that  refult  from  the  belief  of  divin© 
revelation,  but  that  he  had,  by  prayer,  and  other  ex- 
ercifes  of  devotion,  cultivated  in  his  mind  the  feeds 
of  goodnefs,  and  was  become  habituilly  pious.  Thefe 
fuggeftions  made  litde  imprefTion  on  him :  he  la- 
mented the  indolence  in  which  he  had  fpent  his  life, 
talked  of  fecret  tranfgreflions,  and  feemed  defirous  of 
telling  me  more  to  that  puipofe  than  I  was  willing  to 
hear. 

From  thefe  perturbations  of  mind,  he  had,  how- 
ever, at  times,  relief.  Upon  a  vifit,  that  I  made  him 
fome  months  after,  I  found  him  much  altered  in  his 
fentiments.  He  faid  that,  having  reflefted  on  the 
tranfaftions  of  his  life,  and  acknowledged  his  fins 
before  God,  he  felt  within  himfclf  a  confidence  in  hts 

Vofc.  I.  N  n  mercy. 
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mercy,  and  that,  crufting  to  the  meritsof  his  Redeemer, 
his  mind  was  now  in  a  ftate  of  perfect  tranquillity. 

In  thefe  difcourfes,  he  would  frequently  mention, 
with  great  energy  and  encomiums,  the  penitence  of 
the  man  who  aflTumed  the  name,  and  by  that  I  muft 
call  him,  of  George  Pfalmanaazar,  a  Frenchman,  but 
who  pretended  to  be  a  native  of  the  ifland  of  For- 
mofa,  and  a  convert  from  paganifm  to  Chriflianity, 
and,  as  fuch,  received  baptifm.  By  the  help  of  his  great 
learning  and  endowments,  heeluded  alt  attempts  to  de- 
left his  impoftures,  but,  in  his  more  advanced  age,  be- 
came a  fincerc  penitent,  and,  without  any  other  mo- 
tive than  a  fenfeof  his  fin,  publiflied  a  confe0ion  of 
them,  and  begged  the  pardon  of  mankind  in  terms 
the  moft  humble  and  aiTcfting.  The  remainder  of 
his  life  was  exemplary,  and  he  diedin  1763,  The 
habitation  of  this  perfon  was  in  Imnmonger  row, 
Old  ftrect,  Middlefex,  in  the  neighbourhood  whereof 
he  was  fo  well  known  and  efteemcd,  that,  as  Dr. 
Hawkclworth  once  told  me,  fcarce  any  perfon^  even 
children,  pafied  him  without  (hewing  him  the  ufual 
figns  of  refpedt.  He  was  one  of  the  writers  of  the 
Univerfal  Hiftory,  and,  by  his  intercourfe  with  the 
bookfellers  it  was,  as  I  conceive,  that  Johnfon  became 
acquainted  with  him  *, 

I  mention  the  above  particulars,  as  well  to  corrobo- 
rate thofe  tcftimonies  of  Johnfon 's  piety  ah-eadyextan^ 
as  to  refute  the  objcftions  of  many  infidels,  who,  de- 
firous  of  having  him  thought  to  be  of  their  party, 

*  For  a  more  particular  account  of  thii  extraoidinaty  tnaiii  fee 
'  the  new  anil  general  Biographical  DiOionary,'  la  twelve  voliunci* 
8vo.  1774,  in  articnlo. 

endeavoured 
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endeavoured  to  make  it  believed,  that  he  was  a  mere 
moralift,  and  chat,  when  writing  on  religious  fubjefls, 
he  accommodated  htmfelf  co  the  notions  of  the  vul- 
gar: and  alfo,  becaufe  a  certain  female  fceptic,  of  his 
acquaintance^  was  once  heard  to  fay,  that  Ihe  was 
fure  Dr.  Johnfon  was  too  great  a  philolbpher  to  be  a 
believer. 

From  this  digreOionj  which  I  mean  as  an  intro- 
du£tion  to  certain  particulars  of  his  behaviour  in  his 
laft  itlnefs,  hereafter  related,  I  proceed  to  the  future 
events  of  his  life.  In  the  yeariySi,  death  put  an 
end  to  the  friendlhip  that,  for  fome  years,  had  fubfifted 
between  him  and  Mr.  Thraie,  but  gave  birth  to  a 
relation  that  feemed  to  be  but  a  continuation  of  itj 
viz.  that  of  an  executor,  the  duties  of  which  office 
involved  in  it  the  management  of  an  imnlenfe  trade, 
the  difpofal  of  a  large  fortune,  and  the  interests  oi 
children  rifing  to  maturity.  For  the  trouble  it  might 
create  him,  Mr.  Thraie  bequeathed  to  him,  as  he  did 
to  each  of  his  other  executors,  a  legacy  of  two  hundred 
pounds. 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  not  enough  a  man  of  the  world 
to  be  capable  alone  of  fo  important  a  truft.  Indeed,  it 
required,  for  the  execution  of  it,  fomewhat  like  a  board, 
a  kind  of  Handing  council,  adapted,  by  the  feveral  qua- 
lifications of  the  individuals  that  compofed  it,  to  all 
emergencies.  Mr.  Thraie  wifely  forcfaw  this,  and 
aflbciated  with  Johnfon  three  other  perfons,  men  of 
great  experience  in  bufinefs,  and  of  approved  worth 
and  integrity.  It  was  eafy  to  fee,  as  Johnfon  was 
unflcilled  in  both  money  and  commercial  tranlaftions, 
that  Mr.  Thraie *s  view,  in  Conftituting  him  one  o(  hifl 
executors,  could  only  be,  that,  by  his  philofopKical 
N  a  A  prudence 
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prudence  and  fagacity,  of  which  himfelf  had,  m 
fome  inftances,  found  the  benefit*,  he  might  give 
a  general  direAioti  to  the  motions  of  fo  vaft  s 
machine  as  they  had  to  conduct.  Perhaps  he  might 
alfo  think,  that  the  celebrity  of  Johnfon's  charafter 
would  give  a  luftre  to  that  conftellation,  in  which  he 
had  thought  proper  to  place  him.  This  may  be 
called  vanity,  but  it  fcems  to  be  of  the  fame  kind 
with  that  which  induced  Mr.  Pope  to  appoint  Mr, 
Murray,  now  earl  of  Mansfield,  one  of  the  executors 
of  his  will. 

No  fooner  had  this  truft  devolved  on  him,  dian  he 
applied  to  me  for  advice.  He  had  never  been  an 
executor  before,  and  was  at  a  lofe  in  the  fteps  to  be 
taken.  I  told  him  the  firft  was  proving  the  will,  a 
term  that  he  undcrftood  not.  I  explained  it  to  him, 
as  alfb  the  oath  that  would  be  tendered  to  him,  faith- 
fully to  execute  it,  to  adminifter  the  teftator's  effcfts 
according  to  law,  and  to  render  a  true  account 
thereof  when  required.  1  told  him  that  in.  this  aft 
he  would  be  joined  by  the  other  executors,  whom,  as 
they  were  all  men  of  bufinefs,  he  would  do  well  to 
follow. 

•  A  few  years  before  Mr,  Thrale's  death,  »n  emntadon  srofe 
xmongthe  brewers  to  exceed  each  other  in  the  fiiagtiiiuile  of  their 
veffels  for  keeping  beer  to  a  certain  age,  prtibab!}'  taking  the  hint 
from  the  great  tun  at  Heidelburg.  One  of  that  trade,  I  think  it 
was  Mr.Whitbread,  had  made  one  that  would  hold  fome  thoufand 
barrets,  the  thought  whereof  troubled  Mr.  Thrale,  and  made  him 
repeat,  from  Plutarch,  a  laying  of  Themiftocles,  '  The  trophiei  of 
•  Miltiadcs  hinder  my  deeping  ;'  Johnfon,  by  (bber  reofoningi 
quisled  him,  and  prevented  his  expending  a  large  liim  on  wluc 
could  be  produdive  of  do  real  beticfit  to  him  or  hu  trade. 

5  Johnfon 

D.a.t.zsdbyGOOg[C 


Dr.  SAMUEL   JOHNSON.     549 

Johnfon  had  all  his  life  long  been  ufed  to  lead,  to. 
direct,  and  inflruf^,  and  did  not  much  relilb  the 
thoughts  of  following  men,  who,  in  all  the  fitua-, 
tions  he  could  conceive,  would  have  looked  up  to 
him  :  he  therefore,  as  he  afterwards  confeffed  to  me, 
began  to  form  theorie?  and  vifionary  projefts,  adapted, 
as  well  to  the  continuation  andestenGon  of  the  trade, 
which,  be  it  rerriembered,  was  brewing,  as  the  difpolal 
of  it ;  but  in  this,  as  he  alfo  acknowledged,  he  found 
himfelf  at  a  lofs. '  The  other  executors,  after  reflefting; 
on  the  difficulty  of  conducing  fo  large  an  undertaking, 
the  difagreeablenefs  of  an  office  that  would  render, 
them,  in  effeft,  tax-gatherers,  as  all  of  that  trade 
are,  and  place  them  in  a  fituation  between  the  public 
and  the  revenue,  determined  to  make  faie  of  the 
whole,  and  blew  up  Johnfon's  fchcmes  for  their 
commencing  brewers,  into  the  air.  In  the  carrying 
this  refolution  into  aft,  the  executors  had  a  great 
difficulty  to  encounter :  Mr.  Thrale's  trade  had  been 
improving  for  two  generations,  and  was  becrane  of 
fuch  an  enormous  magnitude,  as  nothing  but  an  ag- 
gregate of  feveral  fortunes  was  equal  to ;  a  circum- 
■  ftance,  which  could  not  but  affeft  the  intrinfic  value 
of  the  objeft,  and  increafe  the  difficulty  of  finding 
purchafers  :  of  things  indivifible  expofcd  to  fale,  an 
eftimate  may  be  formed,  till  their  value  rifes  to  a 
certain  amount ;  but,  after  that,  a  confiderable  abate- 
ment from  their  intrinfic  worth  muft  be  made,  to 
meet  the  circumftance  of  a  paucity  of  purchafers. 
This  was  the  cafe  in  the  fale  of  Pitt's  diamond, 
which,  in  the  ratio  by  which  jewels  are  valued, 
was  computed  to  be  worth  215,0001.  but,  becaufe 
N  n  3  only 
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only  a  very  few  perfons  were  able  to  purchafe  it,  was 
fold  to  the  laft  king  of  France  for  little  more  than 
67,000!. 

This  difficulty,  great  as  it  was,  Mr.  Thraie's  exe- 
cutors found  the  way  to  furmount :  they  commenced 
3  negociation  with  fome  perfons  of  worth  and  cha- 
rafter,  which,  being  conduced  on  both  fides  with 
fairncfs  and  candour,  terminated  in  a  conveyance  of 
the  trade,  with  all  its  appendages,  for  which  the  con- 
fidctation  was,  an  hundred  and  thirty-five  thoufand 
pounds.  Of  this  arduous  tranfafbion,  Johnfon  was 
little  more  than  a  fpeftator,  and,  when  called  upon  to 
ratify  it,  he  readily  acqujefccd-  There  only  remained 
for  him  to  do  juftice  to  the  memory  of  him,  whom  he 
could  not  but  confider  as  both  his  friend  and  bcne- 
faftor,  and  this  he  did,  by  an  exercife  of  his  talent, 
in  the  foliovving  monumental  infcription : 

Hie  conditur  quod,  reliquum  eft 

HENRICI     THRALE, 

Qui  res  feu  civiles,  feu  domefticas,  ita  egii, 

Ut  vitam  ilH  longiorem  multi  optarent; 

Ita  facras, 

XJt  quam  brevem  eflet  habiturus  prefcire  viderctur  j 

Simplex,  apertus,  fibique  femper  fimilis, 

tJihil  oitentavit,  aut  arte  fidum,  aut  cur^ 

Elaboratum. 

In  fenatu,  regi,  patrijequc, 

Fideliter  ftuduit  i 

Vulgi  obilrepentis  contemptor  animofus  t 

Domt  inter  mille  mercaturx  negotia, 
Uteranim  elegantiam  minimc  neglexitj 
^Unicis,  quocuoque  modo  laborantibus, 

Conciliis^ 
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Conciliisi  auftontace,  muneribus  adfiiit. 

Inter  familiarec,  eomitee,  convivas,  hotpites. 

Tarn  fadii  foit  monim  fuavitate, 

Ut  omnium  aniitios  ad  fe  allicerct  j 

Tanfi  fclici  fcnnonis  libcitate, 

Ut  nulli  adulatus,  omnibus  p]aceret. 

Natus  1724.    Ob.  1781. 

Conlbrtes  tumuli  habet  Rodolphum  patrem, 

Strenuum  fortcmque  vinim,  et  Henrictim, 

Filium  unicum,  quern  fpf  i  parcntum 

Mors  tnopina  decennetn 

Prxripuit. 

Ita 

Domus  felix  et  opulenta,  quam  erexic  ' 

Avus>  auxitque  pater,  cum  nepote  decidit, 

Abi  viator, 
Et  vicibus  rerum  humanarum  peripeflis, 
Eternitatem  cogita. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Thrale  diffolved  the  friendfiiip 
between  him  and  Johnfon ;  but  it  abated  not  in  the 
latter,  that  care  for  the  interefts  of  thole  whom  his 
friend  had  left  behind  him,  which  he  thought  himfelf 
bound  to  cheriflii  as  a  living  principle  of  gratitude. 
The  favours  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Thrale,  were 
to  be  repud  by  the  exercife  of  kind  offices  towards 
his  reliA  and  her  children,  and  thefe,  circumftanced 
as  Johnfon  was,  could  only  be  prudent  councils, 
fHendly  admonition  to  the  one,  and  preceptive  in- 
ftruftion  to  the  others,  both  which  he  was  ever  ready  to 
interpofe.  Neverthelefs,  it  was  obferved  bymyfelfi 
and  other  of  Johnfon 's  friends,  that,  foon  after  the 
deceafe  of  Mr.  Thrale,  his  vifits  xo  Scrcatham  be- 
Nn  4  came 
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came  Icfs  and  lefs  frequent,  and  that  he  ftodionfljr 
avoided  the  mention  of  the  place  or  family*. 

Having  now  no  calls,  and,  as  1  believe,  very  little 
temptation,  to  become  a  fojourner,  or  even  a  gueft,  in 
the  habitation  of  his  departed  friend,  he  had  leifure 
to  indulge  himfelf  in  excurfions  to  the  city  of  his  na- 
tivity, as  alfo  to  Oxford ;  for  both  which  places  he  ever 
entertained  an  etithuflaftic  affcdion.  In  the  former, 
he  was  kindly  received,  and  rcfpeftfully  treated,  by 
Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  the  daughter,  by  her  former 
hufband,  of  his  deceafed  wife,  and  in  the  latter,  by 
the  reverend  Dr.  Adams,  who  had  been  his  tutor  at 
Pembroke  college,  and  is  now  the  head  of  that 
feminary.  While  he  was  thus  refidcnt  in  the  uni- 
verfity,  he  received  daily  proofs  of  the  high  efti- 
mation  in  which  he  was  there  held,  by  fuch  mem- 
bers of  that  body  as  were  of  the  grcateft  eminence  for 
learning,  or  were  any  way  diftinguilhed  for  their  na- 
tural or  acquired  abilities. 

Befides  the  places  above-mentioned,  Johnfon  had 
other  fummer-retreats,  to  which  he  was  ever  welcome^ 
the  feats  of  his  friends  in  the  country.  At  one  of 
thefe,  in  the  year  1782,  he  was  alarmed  by  a  tumour, 
by  furgeons  termed  a  farcocele,  that,  as  it  incrcafcd, 
■  gave  him  great  pain,  and,  at  length,  hurried  him  to 
town,  with  a  rcfolution  to  fubmit,  if  it  Ihould  be 
thought  neceffary,  to  a  dreadful  chirurgical  operation  i 
but,  on  his  arrival,  one  lels  fevere  reftored  him  to  a 

*  It  feems  that  between  him  ftnd  the  widow  there  was  a  fbmud 
taking  of  leave,  for  I  find  in  hu  diary  th^  fallowing  note  :  '  1783, 
'  April  5th,  I'took  leave  of  Mrc.  Thrale.  I  was  much  moved. 
*  I  had  fome  expoftulatioiu  with  her.  She  laid  that  fhe  was  likc- 
'  wife  affefled.  I  commended  the  Thrales  with  grett  good  will  ta 
'  Godi  may  my  petitions  have  been  heard  1' 

ftftte 
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iate  of  perfeft  cafe  in  the  part  aSc&ed.  But  he 
had  diforders  of  another  kind  to  ftruggle  with :  he 
had  frequent  fit&  of  pain  which  indicated  the  pallage 
of  a  gall-ftone,  and  he  now  felt  the  preflhre  of  an 
afihma,  a  conftitutiooal  difeafe  with  him>  from  which 
he  had  formerly  been  relieved  by  copious  bleedings, 
but  his  advanced  age  forbade  the  repetition  of 
them. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1782,  death  de- 
prived him  of  his  old  friend  and  companion!  he 
who  had,  for  near  forty  years,  had  the  care  of  his 
health,  and  had  attended  him  almoft  conftandy  every 
morning,  to  enquire  after  the  ftate  of  his  body,  and 
611  out  his  tea,  the  mute,  the  officious,  and  the 
humble  Mr.  Levett.  Of  this  dilaftrous.  event,  as 
foon  as  it  happened,  Johnfon  fent  to  his  friend.  Dr. 
I^wrence,  the  following  account : 

*  Sir,  Jan.  17,  17*2, 

*  Our  old  friend  Mr.  Levett,  who  was  laft  night 

•  eminently  chcarful,  died  this  morning.    The  man 

*  who  lay  in  the  fame  room,  hearing  an  uncommon 

*  noife,  got  up,  and  tried  to  make  him  fpeak,  but 

*  without  effeft.    He  then  called  Mr.  Holder  the 

*  apothecary,  who,  though  when  he  came  he  thought 

•  him  dead,  opened  a  vein,  but  could  draw  no  blood. 

•  So  has  ended  the  long  life  of  a  very  ufeful  and  veiy 

•  blamelels  man. 

*  I  am.  Sir, 
•  Tour  moft  humble  fervant, 

*  Sam.  Johnson.* 


Ifind 
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I  Rnd  in  one  of  Johnlbn's  diaries  the  folloinng  note  ; 
«  January  20,  Sunday.    Robert  Lcvett  was  buried 

•  in  die  church-j'ard  of  Bridewell,  between  one  and 

•  two  in  the  afternoon.    He  died  on  Thiirfday  17, 

•  about  fcven  in  the  nHrniiiig^  by  an  inftantaneous 

•  death.    He  was  an  old  and  faithful  fiiend.    I  have 

•  known  him  from  about  46.  Commendari. May 

•  God  have  had  mercy  on  him.    May  he  have  mercy 

•  on  me  V 

The  grief  which  the  lofs  of  friends  occafioncd 
Johnfon,  fcems  to  have  been  a  frequent  ftimulative 
with  him  to  compofition.  His  fenfc  of  Lcvett's 
worth  he  exprcffed  in  the  following  lines,  which  may, 
perhaps,  contribute,  more  than  any  one  circumftance 
in  his  charafter,  to  keep  the  memMy  of  his  exiitencc 
•live  I 


'  Condemn'd  to  hope's  delufive  mine, 
'  As  on  we  toil  from  day  to  day, 

'  By  fudden  blaft,  or  flow  decline, 
*  Our  fecial  comforts  drop  away. 


•  Well  tried  through  many  a  varying  year, 

•  See  Levctt  to  the  grave  defcendi 

•  Officious,  innocent,  finccre, 

*  Of  every  fricndlefs  name  the  friend* 

3 

'  Yet  ftill  he  fiUs  affcftion's  ej*, 

*  Obfcurely  wife,  and  coarfely  kind, 

•  Nor,  letter'd  ignorance,  deny 

•  Thy  praie  to  merit  unrefin'd, 

'When 
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'  When  fainting  nature  call'd  for  aid, 

*  And  hov'ring  death  prepar'd  the  bloW, 

*  The  vig'rous  remedy  difplay'd, 

*  The  power  of  art,  without  the  Ihow. 

5 

*  In  mls'17's  darkeft  caverns  known, 

*  His  uleful  care  was  ever  nigh ; 

'  Where  hopelefs  anguifh  pour'J  his  groao, 

*  And  lonely  want  retir'd  to  die. 


*  No  fummons  mock'd  by  chill  delay  $ 
'  No  petty  gain  difdain'd  by  pride : 

*  The  modeft  wants  of  ev'ry  day, 

*  The  .toil  of  ev'ry  day  fupply'd. 

7 

•  His  virtues  walk'd  their  narrow  round, 

*  Nor  made  a  paufe,  nor  left  a  void  ; 

•  And  fure  the  eternal  Mafter  found 

*  The  fingle  talent  well  enploy'd. 


'  The  bufy  day,  the  peaceful  night, 
*  Unfdt,  uncounted,  glided  by: 

*  His  frame  was  finri,  his  pow'rs  were  bright, 
f  Though  now  his  c^jhticch  year  wu  nigh. 
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*  Then  with  no  throb  of  fiery  pain, 

•  No  cold  gradations  of  decay, 

*  Death  broke  at  once  the  vital  chain, 

*  And  freed  his  foul  the  neareft  way.' 

About  the  middle  of  June  1783,  his  conlHtution 
fulfcuned  a  feverer  fhock  than  it  had  ever  before  felt : 
this  was  a  ftroke  of  the  palfy,  fo  very  fudden  and 
fevere,  that  it  awakened  him  out  of  a  found  lleep, 
and  rendered  him,  for  a  fhort  time,  fpeechlefs.  As 
It  had  not  affe^ed  his  incelleftual  powers,  he,  in 
that  cumbent  pofhire  to  which  he  was  conBncd, 
attempted  to  repeat,  firft  in  Englifh,  then  in  Laun, 
and  afterwards  in  Greck>  the  Lord's  Prayer,  but 
fucceedcd  in  only  the  laft  eiFort,  immediately  after 
'  which,  finding  himfclf  again  bereft  of  the  power  of 
Ipeech,  he  rang  for  his  fervant,  and  making  figns  for 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  wrote  and  fent  the  foUowing 
note  to  his  friend  and  next-door  'neighbour,  Mr. 
Allen  the  printer, 

•  Dear  Sir, 

*  It  hath  pleafed  Almighty  God  this  morning  to 

•  deprive  me  of  the  powers  of  fpeech }  and,  as  I  da 

•  not  know  but  that  it  may  be  his  farther  good  plea- 

•  fure  to  deprive, me  foon  of  my  fenfes,  I  requeft 
'  you  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  note,  come  to  me» 

•  and  aSt  for  me,  as  the  exigencies  of  my  cafe  may 

•  require. 

'  I  am,  fincerely, 
*  Your's, 

*  S.  JoHKSOW/ 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Allen  immediately  rofe  to  his  a(fiftance,  and« 
in  the  niomirg,  dtJpatchcd  a  mcflage  to  Dr.  He- 
berden  and  Dr.  Brocklefby,  who,  in  a  few  days.  To 
far  relieved  him>  that  his  fpeech  becamCi  to  a  good 
degree,  articulate,  and, 'till  his  organs  began  totirr> 
he  was  able  to  hold  converfation.  By  the  fldll  and 
attention  of  thefe  two  worthy  perfons,  he  was,  at 
length,  reftored  to  fuch  a  degree  of  health  that,  on 
the  27  th  of  the  fanne  month,  he  was  able  to  water 
his  garden,  and  had  no  remaining  fymptotns  of 
difeafe,  excepting  that  his  legs  were  obferved  to  be 
fwoln,  and  he  had  (bme  prefages  of  an  hydropic 
affcftion.  .Thefe  gave  him  fbme  concern,  and  in- 
duced him  to  note,  more  particularly  than  he  had 
formerly  done*,  the  variations  of  the  flats  of  his 
health. 

But  bodily  affliftions  were  not  the  only  trials  he  . 
had  to  undergo.  He  had  been  a  mourner  for  many 
friends,  and  was  now  in  danger  of  loling  one,  who 
had  not  only  cheared  him  in  his  Iblitude,  and  helped 
him  to  pafs  with  comfort  -thofc  hours  which,  other- 
wife,  would  have  been  irkfome  to  him,  but  had  relieved 
him  from  domeftic  cares,  regulated  and  watched  over 
the  expences  of  hts  houfe,  and  kept  at  a  diftuice 
fome  of  thofe  nece&itous  vifitants,  towards  whom  his 
bounty,  though  it  had  fcldom  wrought  any  good,  had 
often  been  exercifcd. 

*  Of  hU  being  feized  with  the  palTy,  I  find  in  his  diary  the  fol- 
lowing note : 
*  June  16.    I  went  to  bed,  and,  as  I  conceive,  about  ]  in  die 
'  morning,  I  had  a  ftn^  of  the  palfy. 
■17.    Ifent&rDr.HeberdenandDr.  Brocldefbr.    God 

'  blefichem. 
*  as*    I*'-  Heberden  took  learc* 

^  Thja 
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This  perfon  was  Mrs.  Williams,  whofe  calamitoOt 
hiftory  is  related  among  the  events  recorded  in  the 
foregoing  pages.  She  had  for  Ibme  months  been 
declining,  and  during  the  doftor's  late  illnefs  was 
confined  to  her  bed.  The  reftoration  of  his  health 
made  it  neceffary  for  him  to  retire  into  the  country ; 
but,  before  his  departure,  he  compofed  and  made  ufe 
of  the  following  energetic  prayer. 

*  Almighty  God,  who,  in  thy  late  vifitation,  haft 

*  Ihewn  mercy  to  me,  and  now  fendeft  tt)  my  com- 

*  panion  difeafe  and  decay,  grant   me  grace  fo  to 
«  employ  the  life  wluch  thou  haft  prolonged,  and 

*  the  faculties  which  thou  haft  prefcrved,  and  fo 

*  to  receive  the  admonition,  which  the  ficknefs  of 

*  my  friend,  by  thy  appointment,  ^ves  me,  that  I 

*  may  be  conftant  in  all  holy  duties,  and  be  re- 

*  ceivcd  at  laft  to,  eternal  happineft. 

•  Permit,  O  Lord,  thy  unworthy  creature  to  offer 

*  up  this  prayer  for  Anna  Williams,  now  languiftiing 
'  upon  her  bed,  and  about  to  recommend  herfelf  to 

*  thy  infinite  mercy.    O  God,  who  defireft  not  the 

*  death  of  a  finner,  look  down  with  mercy  upon  her : 
'  forgive  her    fins,  and  ftrengthen   her   fwth.    Be 

*  merciful,  O  Father  of  mercy,  to  her  and  to  me  J 

*  guide  us  by  thy  holy  fpjrit  through  the  remaining 

*  part  of  life  j  fupport  us  in  the  hour  of  death,  aod 

*  pardon  us  in  the  day  of  judgment,  for  Jcfus  Chrift's 
«  fake.    Amen.' 

During  his  abfenc?  from  London,  viz.  on  the  fixth 
day  of  September  1783,  Mrs.  Williams  was  releafcd 
from  all  her  cares  and  troubles  by  an  eafy  death,  for 
which  (he  was  well  prepared.  The  laft  offices  were 
performed  for  her  by  thofe  of  her  friends  who  were 

about 
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«bout  her  in  the  time  of  her  illnefS}  and  had  admi- 
niftcred  to  her  all  the  ailHlance  in  their  power. 

At  his  rctiun  to  London,  Johnibn  found  himfcif 
in  a  forlorn  and  helplefs  condition:  his  habitual 
melancholy  had  now  a  real  fubjeA  to  work  on,  and 
reprefented  his  houfe  as  a  dreary  manGon.  Soli- 
cude  was  ever  ungratdiil  to  him,  and  the  want  of  a 
companion,  with  whom  he  might  pals  his  evening 
hours,  often  drove  him  to  feck  relief  in  the  conver- 
fadon  of  perfons  in  all  refpefts  his  inferiors.  To 
talk  much,  and  to  be  well  attended  to,  was,  through- 
out his  life,  his  chief  delight :  his  vein  of  difcourfc, 
which  has  ofKn  enough  been  defcribed,  was  calcu- 
lated to  attrad  the  ^plaufe,  and  even  admiration,  of 
finall  circles ;  to  him,  therefore,  a  confraternity  of 
perfons,  a0embled  for  the  purpofe  of  free  conmii- 
nication,  or,  in  other  words,  a  club,  could  not  but 
be  a  fourcc  of  pleafure,  and  he  now  projefted  one^ 
which  will  hereafter  be  defcribed.  In  every  aflbciation 
of  this  kind,  he  was  fure,  unlefs  by  cenceffion,  to  pre- 
fide,  and,  ex  cathedra,  to  difcufs  the  fubje^  of  enquiry 
and  debate. 

The  deadi  of  Mr.  Thrale,  and  Johnfon's  eflrange- 
,  ment  from  the  dwelling  and  family  of  this  his  valued 
friend,  have  already  been  mentioned :  it  remains  to 
fay  of  this  event,  that  it  was  not  followed  by  a  total 
oblivion,  on  the  part  of  his  relift,  of  the  intimacy, 
that  had  fubiifted  between  him  and  her  hufband,  it 
appearing,  that  an  intercourfe  by  letters  was  flill  kept 
up  between  them.  Ic  was,  neverthelefs,  eafy  to  difcovcr 
by  his  converfation,  that  he  no  longer  looked  on  himfelf 
as  a  welcome  gueft  at  Streatham,  and  that  he  did  but 
ill  brook  the  change  in  his  courfe  of  life  that  he  now 
experienced.  He  had,  for  near  twenty  yean,  par- 
ticipated 
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ticipated  in  nioft  of  thofe  enjoyments  that  make 
wcidth  and  affluence  defirable  j  had  panaken,  in 
common  with  their  owners,  of  the  delights  of  a  villa, 
and  the  convenience  of  an  equipage  ]  and  had  been 
entertained  with  a  variety  of  amufonertts  and  occU' 
pations.  In  Ihort,  during  the  whole  of  that  period, 
his  life  had  been  as  happy  as  it  had  been  in  the 
power  of  fuch  perfons  to  make  ic. 

That  this  celebrated  friend^ip  fubfifted  fo  long 
as  it  did,  was  a  fubje£t  o(  wonder  to  moft  of  John- 
fon's  intimates,  for  fuah  were  his  habits  of  living* 
t}iac  he  was  by  no  means  a  defirable  inmate.  His 
unmanly  thirft  for  tea  made  him  very  troublefome. 
At  Streatham,  he  would  fufier  the  miftrefs  of  the 
houfe  to  fit  up  and  make  it  for  him>.tiU  two  or  three 
hours  after  midnight.  When  rcrfrfid  to  reft,  he  in- 
dulged htmiclf  In  the  dangerous  pra£dce  of  reading 
in  bed.  It  was  a  very  hard  matter  to  get  him  de- 
cently dreiTed  by  dinner-time,  even  when  feleft  com- 
panies were  invited ;  and  no  one  could  be  fure,  that 
in  his  table-  converfation  with  Grangers,  he  would  not, 
by  contradiiftion,  or  the  general  afperity  of  his  beha- 
viour, offend  them. 

Thefc  irregularities  were  not  only  borne  with  by 
Mr.  Thralc,  but  he  feemcd  to  think  them  amply 
atoned  for  by  the  honour  he  derived  from  fuch  a 
gueft  as  no  table  in  the  three  kingdoms  could  pro- 
duce i  but,  he  dying,  it  was  not  likely  that  the  fame 
ientiments  and  opinions  fhould  defcend  to  thofe  of 
his  family  who  were  left  behind.  Sucha  friendly  con- 
nexion and  correfpondence  as  I  have  juft  mentioned, 
continued,  however,  between  Johnfon  and  the  widow, 
till  it  was  interrupted  by  an  event  chat  will  Ihorcly  be 
related. 

Zha^ 
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1  have  in  his  diary  met  with  fundry  notes,  fignifying 
thacl^Avhjie  he  was  at  Strcatham,  he  endeavoured,  by 
reading,  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage, but  that  his  progrefs  in  the  ftudy  thereof  was 
very  flow. 

It  has  been  already  related  that,  being  feized  with 
a  paralyfis  about  the  month  of  June  1783,  he  was 
fo  far  recovered  therefrom,  as  to  entertain  a  hope, 
that  he  had  nearly  worn  out  all  his  diforders.  *  "What 
'  a  man  am  I !'  faid  he  to  me,  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember following,  *  who  have  got  the  better  of  three 
''  difeafcs,  the  palfy,  the  gout,  and  the  afl:hma,  and 
'  can  now  enjoy  the  convcrfation  of  my  friends,  v/ith- 

'  out  the  interruptions  of  weaknefs  or  pain  !' To 

thefe  flattering  teftimonies  I  muft  add,  that  in  this 
fteming  fpring-tide  of  his  health  and  fpirits,  he  wrote 
me  the  following  note  : 
*  Dear  Sir, 
'As  Mr.  Ryland  was   talking  with  me   of  old 

*  friends  and  paft  times,  we  warmed  ourfdves  into 

*  a  wilh,  that  all  who  remained  of  the  club  Hiould 

*  meet  and  dine  at  the  houfe  which  once  was  Horfe- 

*  man's,  in  Ivy  lanci.     I  have  undertaken  to  folicic 

*  you,  and  therefore  defire  you  to  tell  on  what  day 

*  next  week  you  can  conveniently  meet  your  old 

*  friends. 

*  I  am.  Sir, 
*  Tour  moft  humble  fervant, 

•  Sam.  Johnson.* 
'  Bolt  court,  Nov.  S2, 1783.' 

Our  intended  meeting  was  prevented  by  a  cir- 
cumllance,  which  the  following  note  will  explain : 
Vol.  I.  Go  '  Dear 
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'  Dear  Sir, 
'  In  perambulating  Ivy  lane,  Mr.  Ryland  found 

*  neither  our  landlord  Horfenun,  nor  his  fucceflbr. 
'  '  The  old  houfe  b  fhuc  up,'  and  he  liked  not  the 

*  appearance  "of  any  near  it :  he,  therefore,  befpbke 

*  our  dinner  at   the  Queen's  Arms,  in  St.  Paul's 

*  church  yard,  where,  at  half  an  hour  after  three, 

*  your  company  will  be  defired  to-day,  by  thofc 
'  who  remain  of  our  former  focicty. 

*  Your  humble  fervant, 
'  Dec.  3.'  *  Sam.  Johksoh. 

With  this  invitation  I  chearfully  complied,  and 
met,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  all  who  could 
be  muftcred  of  our  fociety,  namely,  Johnfbn,  Mr. 
Ryland,  and  Mr.  Payne  of  the  bank.  When  we 
were  colleAed,  the  thought  that  we  were  fo  few,  occa- 
fioned  fome  melancholy  refleftions,  and  I  could  not 
but  compare  our  meeting,  at  fuch  an  advanced  pe- 
riod of  life  as  it  was  to  us  all,  to  tliat  of  the  four 
old  men  In  the  *  Senile  Colloquium'  of  Erafmus.  We 
dined,  and  in  the  evening  regaled  with  coffee.  At 
ten,  we  broke  up,  much  to  the  regret  of  Johnfon, 
who  propofed  ftaying;  but  finding  us  inclined  to 
feparate,  he  left  us,  with  a  figh  that  feemed  to  come 
from  his  heart,  lamenting  that  he  was  retiring  to  foH- 
tude  and  chcarlcfs  meditation. 

Johnfon  had  propofed  a  meeting,  like  this,  once  a 
month,  and  we  had  one  morej  but,  the  tinw  ap- 
proaching for  a  third,  he  began  to  feel  ■  a  return  of 
fome  of  his  complaints,  and  fignificd  a  wifti,  that  we 
would  dine  with  him  at  his  own  houfe ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, we  met  there,  and  were  very  chearfully 
entertained  by  him. 

A  few 
9 
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A  few  days  after,  he  fcnt  for  itic,  and  informed  me, 
that  he  had  difcovercd  in  himfclf  the  fymptoms  of  a 
dropfy,  andj  indeed,  his  very  much  increafed  bulk, 
and  the  fwoln  appearance  of  his  legs,  feemed  to  in- 
dicate no  iefs.  He  told  me,  that  he  was  defirous  of 
rnaking  a  will,  and  requcfted  me  to  be  one  of  his 
executors  ;  upon  my  confenting  to  take  on  me  the 
office^  he  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  he  meant  to 
make  a  provifion  for  his  fervant  Frank,  of  about  70I. 
a  year  for  life,  and  concerted  with  me  a  plan  for  in- 
verting a  fum  fufficient  for  the  purpofe :  at  the  fame 
.  time  he  opened  to  me  the  ftate  of  his  circumftanccs,  - 
iand  the  amount  of  what  he  had  to  difpofe  of. 

In  a  vlBti  which  I  made  him  in  a  few  days,  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  a  very  prefling  requeft  to"  fee  m^,  I  found 
him  labouring  under  great  dejeftion  of  mind.  He- 
bade  me  draw  near  him,  and  faid,  he  wanted  to  enter 
into  a  ferious  converfation  with  me ;  and,  upon  my 
exprelTing  a  willingnefs  to  join  in  it,  he,  with  a 
look  that  cut  me  to  the  heart,  told  me,  that  he  had 
the  profpeA  of  death  before  him,  and  that  he  dreaded 
to  meet  his  Saviour.  I  could  not  but  be  aftonilhed  at 
fuch  a  declaration,  and  advifed  him,  as  I  had  done  once 
before,  to  refied  on  the  courfe  of  his  life,  and  ihe  fcr- 
vices  he  had  rendered  to  the  caufe  of  religion  and 
virtue,  as  well  by  his  example,  as  his  writings ;  to 
which  he  anfwercd,  that  he  had  written  as  a  philolb- 
pher,  but  had  not  lived  like  one.  In  the  eftimationof 
his  offences',  he  reafoned  thus — '  Every  plan  knows  his 
'  own  fins,  and  alfo,  what  grace  he  has  refilled.  But, 
'  to  thofe  of  others,  and  the  circumftanccs  underwhich  ■ 

*  they  wert  committed,  he  is  a  ftranger ;  he  is,  there- 

*  fore,  to  look  on  himfelf  as  the  greateft  finner  that 

Oo  a  *  h« 
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*  he  knows  of".'  At  the  condufion  of  this  argument^ 
which  he  flrongly  enforced,  he  littered  this  paffionare 
exclamation, — '  Shall  I,  who  have  been  a  teacher  of 
'  others,  tnylelf  be  a  caftaway  ?' 

Much  to  the  fame  purpofe  pafled  between  us  in  this 
and  other  converfations  that  I  had  with  him,  in  all 
which  I  could  not  but  wonder,  as  much  at  the  freedom 
with  which  he  opened  his  mind,  and  the  compunc- 
tion he  fcemed  to  feel  for  the  errors  of  his  paft  life, 
as  I  did,  at  his  making  choice  of  me  for  his  confcflbr, 
knowing  full  well  how  meanly  qualified  I  was  for 
fuch  an  office. 

It  was  on  a  Thurfday  that  I  had  this  converfation 
with  him  I  and  here,  let  not  the  fupercilious  lip  of 
fcorn  protrude  itfcif,  while  I  relate  that,  in  the  courfc 
thereof,  he  declared  his  intention  to  devote,  the  whole 
of  the  next  day  to  fafting,  humiliation,  and  fuch 
other  devotional  exercifcs,  as  became  a  man  in  his 
fituation.  On  the  Saturday  following,  I  made  him  a 
vifit,  and,  upon  entering  his  room,  obferved  in  his  , 
countenance  fuch  a  ferenity,  as  indicated  that  fomc  re- 
markable crifis  of  his  diforder  had  produced  a  change 
in  his  feelings.  He  told  me,  that,  piirfuant  to  the  rc- 
folution  he  had  mentioned  to  me,  he  had  fpent  the 
preceding  day  in  an  abftraftion  from  all  worldly  con- 
cernsi  that,  to  prevent  interruption,  he  had,  in  the 
morning,  ordered  Frank  not  to  admit  any  one  to  him, 
and,  the  better  to  enforce  the  charge,  had  added  thefe 
awful  words,  '  For  your  mafter  is  preparing  himfelf 
*  to  die.'     He  then  mentioned  to  me,  that,  in  the 

•  i  find  the  above  rentiment  id  Law's  Serious  call  to  a  devoot 
tpd  holy  life,  a  book  which  Johnfon  was  vcfy  converiant  withj 
suu  ofi.'n  commended. 

courfe 
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courfe  of  tliis  cxercife,  he  found  himfelf  relieved  from 
that  diforder  which  had  been  growing  on  him,  and 
■was  become  very  opprefTuig,  the  dropfy,  by  a  gradual 
evacuation  of  water  to  the  amount  of  twenty  pints,  a 
like  inftance  whereof  he  had  never  before  experienced, 
and  alked  me  what  I  thought  of  it. 

I  was  well  aware  of  the  lengths  that  fuperftition  and 
enthufiafm  will  lead  men,  and  how  ready  fome  are  10 
attribute  favourable  events  to  fupernatural  caufes,  and 
iaid,  that  it  might  favour  of  prefumption  to  fay  that, 
in  this  inftance,  God  had  wrought  a  miracle  j  yet,  as 
divines  recognize  certain  difpenfations  of  his  provi- 
dence, recorded  in  the  Scripture  by  the  denominatioo 
of  returns  of  prayer,  and  his  omnipotence  is  now  the 
fame  as  ever,  1  thought  it  would  be  little  Icfs  than 
criminal,  to  afcribe  his  late  relief  to  caufes  me'rely 
natural,  and,  that  the  fafer  opinion  was,  that  he  had 
not  in  vain  humbled  himfelf  before  his  Maker.  He 
fecmed  to  acquicfce  in  all  that  I  faid  on  this  important 
fubjcft,  and,  feveral  times,  while  I  was  difcourfing 
with  him,  cried  out,  '  It  is  wonderful,  verj'  won- 
*  derful  !' 

His  zeal  for  religion,  as  manifcfted  in  liis  writings 
and  convcrfation,  and  the  accounts  extant  that  atteft 
his  piety,  have  induced  tlic  enemies  to  his  memory  to 
tax  him  with  fuperftition.  To  that  charge,  I  oppoJe 
his  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  and  leave  it  to  the 
judgment  of  fober  and  rational  perlbns,  whether  fucji 
an  unexpefted  event,  as  that  above-mentioned,  would 
not  have  prompted  a  really  fuperftitious  man,  to  fo.ne 
more  palTionate  exclamation,  than  that  it  was  won- 
derful *. 

He 

"  Doubtlera  there  arc  men  who  loot  upon  all  religious  exerciiV  s 
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He  had  no  fooner  expcrienped  the  eafc  and  comfort 
which  followed  from  the  remarkable  event  above- 
mentioned,  than  he  began  to  entertain  a  hope,  that 
he  had. got  the  better  of  that  difeafe  which  moft  op- 
pFcflcd  him,  and  that  length  of  days  might  yet  be  his 
portion  i  he,  therefore,  fought  for  a  relief  from  that 
folitude,  to  which  the  lofs  of  Mrs.  Williams  and  others, 
of  his  domeftic  companions,  fceined  to  have  doomed 
him  J  and,  in  the  fame  fpirit  that  induced  him  to  at- 
tempt the  revival  of  the  Ivy  lane  club,  fet  about  the 
cftabliftiment  of  another.  I  was  not  made  privy  to 
this  his"  intention,  but,  all  circumftances  confidered,  it 
was  no  (natter  of  furprife  to  me  when  I  heard,  as  I 
did  from  a  friend  of  mine,  that  the  great  Dr.  Johnfon 
had,  in  the  month  of  December  1783,  formed  a  fix- 
penny  club,  at  an  alc-houfc  in  Eflta-ftrect,  and  that, 
though  fome  of  the  members  thereof  were  perfons  of 
note,  ftrangcrs,  under  reftriftions,  for  three  pence 
each  night,  might,  three  nights  in  a  week,  hear  him 
talk,  and  partake  of  his  convcrfation.  I  foon  after- 
wards learned  from  the  doftor,  the  nature  of,  as  alfo 
the  motives  to  this  inftiiution,  which,  as  to  him^ 
was  novel,  in  this  refpcift,  that,  as    the  prefidency 

as  fuperfticton,  and  upon  prayer  and  other  afls  of  devotion,  as  evi- 
dences of  a  H'cak  mind.  Tbefe  fay,  that  reafon  is  a  fuiSciEnt  mle  of 
aflion,  and  that  God  needs  not  to  be  fupplicated,  nor  requires  our 
thanks.  Of  this  cU&  of  infidels  I  take  Annet  to  have  been  one:  he 
who  wrote  againft  the  miracles,  and  was  fome  yeart  ago  convifled  , 
of  blafphemy,  and  fentenced  to  imprifonment.  The  wife  of  Jack- 
foa,  the  bookfeller,  in  Clare  court,  Drary  lane,  a  man  well  known 
by  the  colleftors  of  old  books  and  pamphlets,  once  told  mc,  that 
this  man  would  ofien  call  in  at  their  Ibop,  and  if  he  happened  to 
fee  a  bible  lying  on  the  counter,  would  intreat  her  to  take  it 
sway,  for  that  he  could  not  bear  the  fight  of  it. 

paflcd 
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pflfled  in  rotation,  he  was  oftaer  eatduded  from,  than 
entitled  to  enjoy,  that  pre-eminence  which,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  convivial  aflcmblies,  was  confidcred 
as  his  right. 

^  The  more  intimate  of  Johnfon's  friends  looked  on 
this  -eftablifhment,  both  as  a  forry  expedient  to  kill 
time,  and  a  degradation  of  thofe  powers  which  had 
adminiftered  delight  to  circles,  compofed  of  perfons, 
of  both  fcxes,  diftinguifhed  as  well  by  their  rank, 
as  by  their  talents  for  polite  converfation.  It  was  a 
mortification  Xo  them,  to  aQbciate  in  jdea  the  clink  of 
jhe  tankard,  with  moral  difquifition  and  literary  invef— 
tigation;  and  many  of  them  were  led  to  queftion 
whether  that  pleafure  could  be  very  great,  which  he 
bad  rcndoed  fo  cheap :  they,  however,  concealed 
their  fcntiments,  and,  from  motives  of  mere  com-, 
paffion,  fufFered  him  to  enjoy  a  comfort,  iifhich  was 
;iow  become  almoft  the  only  one  of  which  he  was 
capable  ;  and  this  he  did  for  the  (hort  fpace  of  about 
ten  months,  when  the  increafe  of  his  complaints  ob- 
liged him  to  for^o  it. 

I  have  now  brought  him  to  the  feventy-fifth  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  laft  of  his  life,  in  which  two  re- 
markable events  occurred,  the  one  whereof  gave  him 
great  iincafinefs,  and  the  other,  though  much  talked 
of,  little  or  none.  The  time  I  am  fpeaking  of,  is  the 
year  1784,  by  about  the  middle  whereof,  he  was,  to 
appearance,  fo  well  recovered,  that  both  himfelf  and 
his  friends  hoped,  that  he  had  fome  years  to  live. 
He  had  recovered  from  the  paralytic  ftroke  of  the 
laft  year,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  favjng  a  little  diffi- 
culty in  his  articulation,  he  had  no  remains  of  it : 
fic  had  aifo  undergone  a  flight  fit  of  the  gout,  and 
O  o  4  conquered 
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conquered  an  opprcfiion  on  his  lungs,  fo  as  to  be 
able,  as  himfelf  toid  me,  to  run  up  the  whole  ftair-cafe 
of  the  Royal  Academy,  on/  the  day  of  the  annual 
dinner  tlicie.  In  ftiort,  to  fuch  a  degree  of  health 
was  he  reftorcd,  that  he  forgot  all  his  complaints  :  he 
rcfumed  fitting  to  Opie  for  his  piifturc,  which  had 
been  begun  the  year  before,  but,  I  believe,  was  never 
fini(hed,  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  the  houfe  of 
a  friend,  at  Aflibourn  in  Dcrbyfhire,  propofing  to  ftay 
tlicre  till  towards  the  end  of  the  fummer,  and,  in 
his  return,  to  vifit  Mrs.  Porter,  his  daughter-in-law, 
and  others  of  his  friends,  at  Lichfield. 

A  few  weeks  before  his  fctting  our,  he  was  made 
iincafy  by  a  i-eport,  that  the  widow  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Thrile  was  about  to  difijofe  of  herfelf  in  marriage  to 
a  foreigner,  a  finger  by  profclHon,  and  with  him  to 
quit  the  kingdom.  Upon  this  occafion  he  took  the 
alarm,  and  to  prevent  a  degradation  of  herfelf,  and, 
what  as  executor  of  her  hufband  was  more  his  con- 
cern, the  defertion  of  her  children,  wrote  to  her,  Ihe 
then  being  at  Bdth,  a  letter,  a  fpurious  copy  whereof, 
beginning  '  If  you  are  not  already  ignominioully 
•  mr,rned,'  is  inferted  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine 
for  December  1784.  That  this  letter  is  fpurious,  as 
to  the  language,  I  have  Johnfon's  own  auchonty  for 
faying  ;  but,  in  refpeft  of  the  fentiments,  he  avowed 
it,  in  a  declaration  to  me,  that  not  a  fentence  of  it  was  ' 
his,  but  yet,  that  it  was  an  adumbralioH  of  one  that  he 
wrote  iifK>n  the  occafion.  It  may,  therefore,  be  fuf- 
pefted,  that  Ibme  one  who  had  heard  him  repeat  the 
contents  of  the  letter,  had  given  it  to  the  public  in  the 
form  in  which  it  appeared. 

^^' Iiat  anfwcr  was  returned  to  his  friendly  monition, 
I  know 
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I  know  not,  but  it  feems  that  it  was  fucceeded'by  3, 
letter  of  greater  length,  written,  as  it  afterwards  ap- 
peared, too  late  to  do  any  good,  in  which  he  expreffed 
an  opinion,  that  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  addrefled 
liad  forfeited  her  fame.  The  anfwer  to  this  I  have  feen : 
ii.is  written  from  Bath,  and  contains  an  indignant  vin-r 
dication  33  vveli'of  her  conduft  as  her  fame,  an  inhi- 
bition of  Juhnfon  from  following  her  to  Bath,  and  a, 
farewell,  concluding — *  Till  you  have  changed  your 

'  opinion  of let  us  converfe  no  more.* 

In  this  trinfaction,  Johnfon  fcemed  to  have  for- 
gotten the  Kory  of  the  Ephefian  Matron,  related  by 
Paronius,  but  was,  by  this  time,  convinced  that,  in 
liis  endeavours  to  prevent  an  attachment,  whicli  he 
forcOw  v.-QuU  be  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  his 
friend's  children,  and  fix  an  indelible  difgrace  on 
their  mother,  who  was  about  to  abandon  them  and 
her  country,  lie  had  been  labouring  to  hedge  in  the 
cuckow.  From  the  ftyle  of  the  letter,  a  conclufion 
was  to  be  drawn,  that  baffled  all  the  powers  of  rear 
foning  and  pcrfuafion : 

*  One  argument  fhe  fumm'd  up  all  in, 
^  The  thing  was  done,  and  paft  recalling  ^j 
■which  being  the  cafe,  he  contented  himfelf  with  rc- 
fleifting  on  what  he  had  done  to  prevent  that  which 
he  thought  one  of  thegreateft  evils  that  could  befall 
the  progeny  of  his  friend,  the  alienation  of  the  affec- 
tions of  their  iTiothcr.  He  looked  upon  the  defcr- 
tion  of  children  by  their  parents,  and  the  withdrawing 
from  them  that  proteftion,  that  mental  nutriment 
which,  in  their  youth,  they  are  capable  of  receiving, 
the  expofing  them  to  the  fnares  and  temptations  of 
•  Pope  and  Swift's  MLfcellanics, '  Phyllis  or  the  Progrefsof  love.' 
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the  world,  and  the  folkitations  and  deceits  of'  riia 
artful  and  defigning,  as  moft  unnatural ;  and,  in  a 
letter  on  the  fubjeft  to  me,  written  from  AJhboum, 
thus  delivered  his  fentiments  : 

*  PoorThrale!  I  thought  that  either  her  virtue  or 
'  her  vice,'  [meaning,  as  I  underftood,  by  the  former, 
the  love  of  her  children,  and,  by  the  latter,  her  pride,] 
.*  would  have  rcftrmned  her  from  fuch  a  marriage. 
*  She  is  now  become  a  fubjeft  for  her  enemies  to 
'  exult  over,  and  for  her  friends,  if  ftjc  Has  apy  left, 
'  to  forget  or  pity.' 

In  the  mention  of  the  above  particulars,  it  is  far 
from  my  dcfign  to  reprehend  the  conduft  of  the  lady 
to  whom  tliey  relate.  Being  her  own  miftrefs,  (he 
had  a  right  to  difpofc  of  herfelf,  and  is  unamenable 
to  any  known  judicature.  Johnfon,  in  his  relation 
of  executor  to  her  hulband,  as  alfo  in  gratitude  to 
his  memory,  was  under  an  obligation  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  family.  It  was  alfo  his  duty,  as  far  as 
he  was  able,  to  avert  an  evil  which  threatened  their 
intercfts.  What  he  endeavoured,  for  that  purpofc,  is 
part  of  his  hiftory,  2nd,  as  fuch  only,  I  relate  it. 

While  Dr.  Johnfon  was  in  the  country,  his  friends 
in  town  were  labouring  for  his  benefit.  Mr.  Thralc,  a 
fliort  time  before  his  deaths  had  meditated  a  journey  tct 
Italy,  and  formed  a  party,  in  which  Johnfon  was  in- 
cluded, but  the  defign  neyer  took  effeft.  It  was  now 
conceived,  by  Johnfon's  friends,  that  a  foreign  air 
would  contribute  to  the  reftoration  of  his  health ; 
and  his  inclination  concurring  with  their  fentiments,  a 
plan  was  formed  for  his  vifiting  the  continent,  attended 
with  a  male-fervant.  The  only  obftacle  to  the  journey 
was,  an  apprehcnfion,  that  the  expcncc  of  it  would  be 

greatcfi 
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greater  than  his  income  would  bear  j  and,  to  get  ovet 
this  difficulty,  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds  undertook  to  foli- 
pit  an  addition  of  200).  to  his  penrion,  and  to  that 
fnd,  applied  to  lord  Thurlow,  who,  as  the  public 
have  been  fully  informed,  exerted  his  endeavour^ 
for  the  piirpofe,  but  the  application  failing,  he  de- 
clared hi'nfcif  willing,  upon  the  fecurity  of  that  pcnr 
fion  of  which  Johnfon  was  in  poffeffion,  to  advance 
himfool*.  This  generous  offer  Johnfon  thought 
proper  to  decline  by  a  letter,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  authentic  copy,  being  taken  fpm  his  own  draft 
now  in  my  hands. 

*  My  Lord, 

*  After  a  long  and  not  inattentive  obfervation  of 
'  mankind,  the  generofity  of  your  lordlhip's  offer 
f  raifes  in  me  not  Icfs  wonder  than  gratitude.  Bounty, 

*  fo    liberally  bellowed,  I  Ihould  gladly  receive.  If 

*  my  condition  made  it  neceflary,  for,  to  fuch  a  mind, 
f  who  would  not  be  proud  to  own  his  obligations  ? 
'  But  it  has  pleafed  God  to  reftore  me,  to  fo  great  a 
^  meafure  of  health,  that  if  I  fliould  now  appropriate 

*  fo  much  of  a  fortune  deftined  to  do  good,  1  could 
'  not  efcape  from  myfelf  the  charge  of  advancing  a 

*  falfe  claim.  My  journey  to  the  continent,  though 
'  I  once  thought  it  neceflary,  was  never  much  encou- 

*  raged  by  my  phyficians  i  and  I  was  very  defirous 

*  The  offer  above-mfintioned  Wt  in  the  HtH  view  of  it,  the 
appearance  rather  of  s  commercial  than  a  gratuitous  tranfaflioo  | 
but  Sir  Joihua  clearly  anderltood  at  the  making  it,  that  lord 
Thurlow  defignedly  put  it  in  that  form :  he  was  fearful  that 
Johnfon's  high  fpirit  would  induce  him  to  rejeft  it  as  a  donation, 
but  thought  UiitE,  in  the  way  of  a  loan,  it  might  be  accepted. 

*  that 
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*  that   your   lordfhip  (hould  be  told  of  it  by  Sir 

*  Jofliua  Reynolds,  as  an  event  very  uncertain)  for, 

*  if  I  grew  mucli  better)  I  Ihould  not  be  willing,  if 

*  much  worffj  I  fliould  not  be  able,  to  icigraie. f 

*  Your  lordthip  was  firll:  folicited  without  my  know- 

*  ledge  J  but,  when  I  was  told,  that  you  were  pJeafed 
'  to  honour  me  with  your  patronage,  I  did  not  cx- 

*  pe6t  to  hear  of  a  refufal  j  yet,  as  I  have  had  no 
'  long  time  to  brood  hope,  and  have  not  rioted  in 

*  imaginary  opulence,  this  cold  reception  has  been 

*  fcarce  a  difappointment ;  and,  from  your  lordihip's 

*  kindiiefs,  I  have  received  a  benefit,  which  only  men 

*  like  you  arc  able  to  beftow.     I  fhall  now  live  mihi 

*  carior,  with  a  higher  opinion  of  my  own  merit. 

'  I  am,  my  lord, 

*  Your  lordfhip's  moft  obliged, 

•  Moft  grateful, 

*  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
*Sept.  1784.  Sam.  Johnson.' 
An  incorreft  copy  of  the  above  letter,  though  of 

3  private  nature,  found  its  way  into  the  public  pa- 
pers *  in  this  manner,  It  was  given  to  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds,  unfealed,  to  be  delivered  to  lord  Thurlow. 
Sir  Jotliua,  looking  upon  it  as  a  handfomc  teftimony 
of  gratitude,  and,  as  it  related  to  a  tranfa£Uon  in 
which  he  had  concerned  himfelf,  took  a  copy  of  it, 
and  ftiewcd  it  to  a  few  of  his  friends.  Among  thefe, 
was  a  lady  of  quality,  who,  having  heard  it  red,  the 
next  day  defired  to  be  gratified  with  the  perufal  of  it 
at  home :  the  ufe  Ihe  made  of  this  favour  was,  the 
copying  and  fending  it  to  one  of  the  news-papers,  ' 

•  Among  the  corruptions  in  the  printed  copies,  are  the  words, 
jeu  was  pUaJed,  forj-M  ineripUa/id,  and  rejitd  for  rhted. 

whence 
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whence  it  was  taken  and  inferted  in  others,  as  alfo  in 
the  Gentleman's  and  many  other  Magazines.  Johnfon, 
upon  being  told  that  it  was  in  print,  exclaimed  in  my 
hearing  — '  I. am  betrayed,'— but  loon  after  forgot, 
as  he  was  ever  ready  to  do  all  real  or  fuppofed  in- 
juries, the  error  that  made  the  publication  polTible. 

Dr.  Brocklefby  was  one  of  thofe  phyficians  who 
wquld  not  encourage  Johnlbn  in  awifli  to  vifit  the  con- 
tinent ;  neverthelefs,  to  confole  him  for  his  late  dif- 
appointment,  and  that  the  fiippofed  narrownefs  of  his 
circumftances  might  be  no  hindrance  to  fuch  a  defign, 
he  made  hima  voluntary  offer  of  lool.  a  year,  payable 
quarterly,  towards  his  fupport  abroad,  but  could  not 
prevail  on  him  to  accept  it*. 

•  Aftuated  by  a  like  fpirit  of  beneficence,  the  fame  perfoii,  by 
his  intereliwich  his  friends,  and  in  conjunAion  with  thai  chriAtaii - 
like  jew,  Sampfon  Gideon,  procured  a  contribution,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  lOol.  a  year,  for  tSie  fupport,  during  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life,  of  old  captain  Coram,  the  original  mcver  i;i 
the  eftablifliment  of  the  Foundling-hofpital.  Upon  Dr.  Brock- 
Icfby's  applying  to  the  good  old  man,  to  know  whether  his 
fetting  on  foot  a  fubfcription  for  his  benefit  w/ould   not  oS">;nd 

him,  he   received  thii  noble   anfwer : '  I  have  not  wafted 

*  the  little  wealth,  of  which  I  was  formerly  pofleflcd,  in  felf-indul- 
'  gcnce,  or  vain  expences,  and  am  not  a(hamed  toconfefs,  that  in 

'  this  my  old  age  I  am  poor.' Upon  the  death  of  Coram,  this 

penfion  was  continued  to  Leveridge,  a  worn-out  finger  ;;t  the  thea- 
tres, who,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  had  fcarce  any  other  piofpcci  than 
thai  of  aparilh  fubfiilence. 

Thcfe  writers  on  morality,  fuch  as  Hobbes  and  Mandeville,  who 
refolvc  all  beneficence  into  fflf-love,  would  be  hard  put  to  it  to 
reconcile  fuch  arts  as  thefe  with  their  tenets.  They  would  fjy, 
that  thi;  motive  to  them  was  a  defire  to  get  rid  of  thofe  fenfationj 
which  the  dilirelTssofothcrs  areapt  toe.tcite,  and,  by  confequence, 
that  the  exertions  of  beneficence  are  felfiUi.  Never  confidmng 
that,  before  thcfe  fenfations  can  arife,  a  man  muH  be  hindly 
affeflioned  to  his  fellow-creatures,  and  polTefs  that  bi.T»-vo!cnce 
which  the  objeAlon  fuppofes  to  be  wanting.  ■ 

His 
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His  excurfion  to  Aihbourn  was  lefs  beneficial  thad 
he  hoped  it  would  be :  his  diforders  began  to  returnj 
and  he  wanted  company  and  amufement.  During 
his  ftay  there,  he  coriipofed  fundry  payers,  adapted  to 
the  ftate  of  his  body  and  mind  ~;  and  tranflated  from 
Horace,  lib*  IV.  the  ode,  *  Diffugere  nives,  redeuni 
*  jam  gramina  campis,'  ii^  the  words  following : 

*  The  (now,  diflblv'd,  no  more  is  fcen ; 

*  The  fields  and  woods,  behold,  are  green  j 

*  The  changing  year  renews  the  plain  j 

*  The  rivers  know  their  banks  agiin ; 

*  The  fprightly  nymph  arid  naked  grace 

*  The  mazy  dance  together  trace : 

*  The  changing  year's  fucccflive  plan, 

*  Proclaims  mortality  toMan. 

*  Rough  winter's  blafls  to  ipring  give  way  j 

*  Spring  yields'to  fummer*s  fovereign  rayi 

*  Then  fummer  finks  in  autumn's  reign  j 
'  And  winter  chills  the  world  ^ain ; 

*  Her  loffes  foon  the  moon  fupplies, 

*  Butwretched  Man,  when  once  he  lies 

*  Where  Priam  and  his  fons  are  laid, 

*  Is  nought  but  afhes  and  a  fhade; 

*  Who  knows  if  Jove,  who  counts  our  fcor^i 

*  Will  roufe  us  in  a  morning  more  ? 

*  What  with  your  friend  you  nobly  Ihare^ 

*  At  leaft  you  refcue  from  your  heir. 

*  Not  you,  Torquatus,  boaft  of  Romcj 

*  When  Minos  once  has  fix'd  your  doomj 

*  Or  eloquence,  or  fplendid  birth, 

*  Or  virtue  flialj  replace  on  eanh  :  ■ 

'  Kifpolytus 
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'  Hippolytus  unjuftly  flain, 
M        '  Diana  calls  to  life  in  vain  ; 

*  Nor  can  ihe  might  of  Thefeus  rend 

*  The  chains  of  hell  that  hold  his  friend.' 

Nov.  1784. 

In  his  return  to  London,  he  ftoppcd  at  Lichfield, 
and  from  thence  wrote  to  me  feveral  letters,  that 
ferved  but  to  prepare  me  for  meeting  him  in  a  worfe 
ftate  of  health  than  I  had  ever  feen  him  in.  The 
concluding  paragraph  of  die  laft  of  them  is  as  follows : 

*  I  am  relapfing  into  the  dropfy  very  faft,  and  ihall 
■  make  fuch  hafte  to  town  that  it  will  be  ufelefs  to 

*  write  to  mc ;    but  when  I  come,  let  me  have  the 

*  benefit  of  your  advice,  and  the  confolation  of  your 

*  company.'  [dated  Nov.  7,  1784.]  After  about 
.  a  fortnight's  ftay  there,  he  took  his  leave  of  that 

city,  and  of  Mrs.  Porter,  whom  he  never  afterwards 
faw,  and  arrived  in  town  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  No- 
vember. 

After  the  declaration  he  had  made  of  his  intention 
to  provide  for  his  fervant  Frank,  and  before  his  going 
into  the  country,  I  had  frequendy  prefled  him  to 
make  a  will,  and  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  make  a  draft 
of  one,  with  blanks  for  the  names  of  die  executors 
and  refiduary  legatee,  and  direfting  in  what  manner 
it  was  to  be  executed  and  attefted ;  but  he  was 
exceedingly  averfe  to  this  bufinefsi  and,  while  he 
was  in  Dcrbylhire,  I  repeated  my  folicitatlons,  for 
this  purpofe,  by  letters.  When  he  arrived  in  town, 
he  had  done  nothing  in  it,  and,  to  what  I  fonr.crly 
faid,  I  now  added,  that  he  had  never  mentioned  to 
me  the  difpofal  of  the  refidue  of  his  eflate,  which, 

after 
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after  the  purcliafe  of  an  annuity  for  Frank,  I  fount! 
would  be  fomcthing  confiderable,  and  that  lie  would 
do  well  to  bequeath  it  to  his  relations.     His  anfwer 

■was,  *  I  care  not  what  becomes  of  the  refidue.' • 

A  few  days  after,  it  appeared  that  he  had  executed  the 
draft,  the  blanks  remaining,  with  all  the  folemntties 
of  a  real  will.  I  could  get  him  no  farther,  and  thus, 
for  fome  time,  the  matter  refted. 

He  had  fcarce  arrived  in  town,  before  it  was  found 
to  be  too  true,  that  he  was  relapfing  into  a  dropfy ;  and 
farther,  that  he  was  at  times  grievoufly  "afilifted  with  an 
afthma.  Under  an  apprehenfion  tliat  his  end  wis  ap- 
proaching, he  enquired  of  Dr.  Brocklefby,  with  great 
carneflnefs  indeed,  how  long  he  might  probably  live, 
but  could  obtain  no  other  than  unfatisfaflory  anfwcrs  : 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  if  I  remember  right,  under  a 
feeming  great  preflure  of  mind,  he  thus  addreffed  him, 
in  the  words  of  Shakefpeare : 

'  Canft  thou  not  mJnifter  to  a  mind  difeas'dj 

*  Pluck  from  the  memory  a  rooted  forrow, 

*  Raze  out  the  written  troubles  of  the  brain, 

*  And  with  Ibme  fwcet  oblivious  antidote, 

*  Cleanfe  the  full  bofom  of  that  perilous  ftuff, 

*  Which  weighs  upon  the  hean  ?' 

Macbeth. 

To  which  the  doftor,  who  was  nearly  as  well  red  in 
the  a"bove  author  as  himfelf,  readily  replitrd. 


-  Therein  the  patient 


*  Muft  miniftcr  unto  himfelf.' 
Upon  which  Johnfon  exclaimed  — •  Well  applied  :— 
•  that's  more  than  poetically  true' 

He 
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He  had,  from  the  month  of  July  in  this  year,  mark- 
ed the  progrefs  of  his  difeafes,  in  a  journal  which  he 
intitlcd  '  .^^ri  Ephemeris,'  noting  therein  his  many 
fleeplefs  nights  by  the  words,  Nox  inromnia.  This 
he  often  contemplated,  and,  finding  very  little  ground 
for  hope  that  he  had  much  longer  to  live,  he  fet  faim- 
jelf  to  prepare  for  his  dilTolution,  and  betook  himfelf 
to  private  prayer  and  the  reading  of  Erafmus  on  the 
New  Teftament,  Dr.  ClM'ke's  fermons,  and  fuch  other 
books  as  had  a  tendency  to  calm  and  comfort  him. 

In  this  ftaK  of  bis  body  and  mind,  he  feemed  to 
^  very  anxious  in  the  difcharge  of  two  offices  that  he 
had  htthert9  negledtetl  to  perform :  one  was,  the  com- 
niui^c^tiag  to  the  world  the  names  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  the  compilation  of  the  Univcrfal  Hiftory ; 
the  other  was,  the  refcuing  from  oblivion  the  memory 
of  his  fetber  and  mother,  and  alfo,  of  his  brother :  the 
former  of  thefc  he  difcharged,  by  delivering  to  Mr. 
Nichols  the  printer,  in  my  prefence,  a  paper  con- 
taining the  information  above-mentioned,  and  direc- 
tions to  depofit  it  in  the  Britiih  mufeiim.  The  other, 
by  compofing  a  memorial  of  his  deceafcd  parents 
and  his  brother,  intended  for  their  tomb-ftone,  which, 
whether  it  lyas  ever  infcribed  thereon  or  not,  is  extant 
in  the  Qeptlf  mwi's  Nf  agazine  for  January  1785.  The 
nofe  afceftaiping  the  nan:ies  of  the  compilers  of  the 
Univerfal  Hiftory,  is  inferted  in  the  Magazine  for  the 
preceding  month.  The  monumental  infcription  is 
as  follows : 

H.    S.    E. 

MiCHAIL      JOHN^OK, 

Vir  impavidus,   conftans,  animofus,   periculorum 

immemor,  laborum  patientiffimus ;  Bducia  chriftiand. 

Vol.  I.  P  p  fortis. 
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fortuj  fervidufque,  pater-familias  appriniS  ftrenuus  j 
bibliopola  admodum  pcnnis }  metite  et  libris  et  ne- 
gotiis  excultzi  antmo  ita  fiimo,  ur,  rebus  adverlls 
diu  conBidanis,  nee  libi  nee  fuis  defucrit :  lingua  fie 
ten^perau,  uc  ei  nihil  quod  aures,  vcl  pias^  vel  caftas 
bdiflet>  aut  dolor>  vcl  voluptas  unquam  exprelTent. 

NatusCubldz,  in  agro  Derbienfi,  anno  MDC  LVI. 
obiitMDCCXXXI. 

Appofita  eft  5  A  R  Aj  conjuz, 
Antiqua  Fordokuu  gente  oriunda ;  quam 
domi  (edulam,  foris  paucis  notam  i  nulti  tnoleftam, 
menus  acumine  ec  judicii  fubtilitate  prxcellentcm ; 
jdiis  multum,  fibi  pamm  indulgentem :  £ternitan 
femper  attentam,  omne  fere  nitutis  nomen  commen- 
davit. 

Nata  Nortonic  Regis,  in  agra  Varviccnli,  anno 
MDCLXIXi  obiiEMDCCUX. 
Cum  Nathanaels  illorum  filio,  qui  natus 
M  DCC  XII,  cum  vires,  et  animi,  «  corporis  multa 
pollicerentur,  anno  MDCCXXXVII,  vitam  brcvcm 
pij  morte  finivit. 

He  would  alfo  have  written,  in  Latin  verie,  an  epi- 
U.fh  for  Mr.  Garrick,  but  found  himfelf  unequal  to 
the  tafk  of  original  poetic  compofidtm  in  that  Ian* 

guage. 

Neverthelefs,  he  fucceeded  in  an  attempt  to  render 
into  Latin  metre,  from  the  Greek  Anthologiaj  fundry 
of  the  epigrams  therein  conuined,  that  had  been  omit- 
ted by  other  tranflacors,  alledging  as  a  reafon,  which 
he  had  found  in  Fabricius,  that  Henry  Stephens,  Bu- 
chanan^  Grotiusj  and  others,  had  paid  a  like  tribute  to 
litervure. 
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literature  *.  The  perfoimance  o(  this  taflc  was  the 
employment  of  his  fletft>le&  nights,  andj  is  he  im- 
fomied  me,  it  affonkd  him  great  relief. 

His  COTtifdaints  (till  increafmg,  I  continued  preffing: 
liim  to  make  a  will*  but  he  ftill  procraOinated 
that  bulinefs.  On  the  twenty-fevendi  of  November, 
in  the  mtHiting,  I  went  to  his  hcufe,  with  a  purpofc 
ftxll  farther  to  urge  him  not  to  give  occafion,  by 
dying  inteliate,  for  litigation  among  his  relations ; 
but  finding  that  he  was  gone  to  pafa  the  day  with  the 
reverend  Mr.  Scrahan,  at  Iflington,  I  followed  ^im 
thither,  and  foond  there  our  old  friend  Mr.  Ryland, 
and  Mr.  Hoole.  Upon  my  fitting  down,  he  laid, 
that  the  profpeA  of  the  change  he  was  about  to  un-- 
detgo,  and  the  thought  of  meeting  his  Saviour,  trou- 
bled him,  but  that  he  had  hope  that  he  would  not 
reject  him.  I  then  b^an  to  difeourfe  frith  him  about 
his  will,  and  the  provifion  for  Frank,  till  he  grew^ 
angry.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  figncd  and  fealed 
die  paper  I  kft  him  j— but  that,  £ud  I,  had  blanks  ia 
it,  which,  as  it  leems,  yon  have  not  filled  up  with  the 
names  of  the  executors.-^—*  You  fliould  have  filled 

*  them  up  yourfelf,'  anfwered  he.— —I  replied,  that 
fuch  an  a£t  would  have  looked  as  if  I.  meant  to 
[ffevent  lus  choice  of  a  fitter  perfon.--  '  Sir,'  faid 
he, '  thefe  minor  virtues  arc  not  to  be  exercifed  in 

*  raatten  of  fuch  importance  as  this.'— — At  length, 
he  fud,  that  on  his  return  home,  he  would  fend  for 
a  clerk,  and  dictate  a  will  to  him.— You  will 
then,  £ud  I,  be  inops  confilii  i    rather  do  it  noffi| 

*  To  thefe  maybe  added,  tbc  exu^ei  of  Sir  Tbonu  Morr 
lad  Lily  the.graiiunariaii,  bothof  wlnA  tnutSatktttarepnblifted 
among  Sir  Thoma*  More'i  epigraiu. 

Ppa  With 
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With  Mr.  Strahan's  permiffion,  I  will  be  his  gucft 
at  dinner ;  and,  if  Mr.  Hoole  will  pleafe  to  hold  the 
pen,  I  will,  in  a  few  words,  make  fuch  a  dtfpolicion 

of  your  eftate  as  you  Ihall  direft. To  this  he 

aflented ;  but  fuch  a  paroxyftn  of  the  afthma  fcized 
him,  as  prevented  our  going  on.  As  the  fire  burned 
up,  he  fo\jnd  himfelf  relieved,  and  grew  chearful. '  The 

*  fit,"  faid  he,  •  was  very  fharp ;  but  I  am  now  eafy.' 
After  1  had  diftatcd  a  few  lines,  I  told  him,  that  the 
ancient  form  of  wills  contained  a  profellion  of  the 
faith  of  the  teilator ;  and  that,  he  being  a  man  of 
eminence  for  learning  and  parts,  it  would  afford  an 
iUuftrlous  example,  and  well  become  him,  to  make 
fuch  an  explicit  declaration  of  his  belief,  as  might 
obviate  all  fufpicions  that  he  was  any  other  than  a 
Chriftian  *.  He  thanked  me  for  the  hint,  and,  calling 
fijr  paper,  wrote  on  a  flip,  that  I  had  in  my  hand 
and  gave  him,  the  following  words :  '  I  humbly  com- 

*  mit  to  the  infinite  and  eternal  goodnefs  of  Almighty 

*  God,  my  foul  polluted  with  many  fins ;  but,  as  I 

*  hope,  purified  by  repentance,  and  redeemed,  as  I 

*  truft,  by  the  deadi  of  Jefus  Chriftj'  and,  returning 
it  to  me,  faid,  '  This  I  commit  -to  your  cuftody.' 

*  After  the  Roman  empire  became  Clirinian,  not  only  tba 
uftamenu  of  dying  men.  but  the  imperial  edifts,  began  with  as 
iavocuion  of  tbc'nune  of  God,  or  of  the  holy  and  undivided 
Trinity.  The  inllitiitei  of  Jultiniaa  begb  '  In  nomin*  Domini 
^'  oollri  Jefu  Chrilti ;'  and,  tilt  lately,  the  addrefs  of  granct 
«nd  charter!  has  been  *  To  all  ChHIUan  people.'  Vide  Sir  Henry 
Spelmio  of  anient  Deedi  and  Charters,  among  his  EngIi{hwDr!u. 
A  few  years  ago  it  wa«  the  nniform  praflice  to  begin  wills  with  the 
words,  *  In  the  name  of  God,  amen  i'  and  fretjaendy  to  infert 
therein  a  dedaradon  of  the  teftator's  hope  of  pardon  in  the  merits 
of  his  Saviour  i  but,  in  didc  more  refined  times,  fuch  fbnu 
are  deemed  faperfluoiu.' 

J)  Upon 
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Upon  my  calling  on  him  for  direftions  to  proceed, 
he  told  me,  that  his  father,  in  the  courfe  of  his  trade 
of  a  bookfeller,  had  become  bankrupt,  and  that  Mr. 
"William  Innys  had  affifted  him  with  money  or  credit 
to  continue  his  bufinefs — '  This,*  faid  he,  ^  I  confidcr 

*  as  an  obligation  on  me  to  be  grateful  to  his  defcen- 
'  dants,  and  I  therefore  mean  to  give  200I.  to  his  re- 
'  prefcntative.' — He  then  meditated  a  dcvifc  of  tus 
houfe  at  Lichfield  to  the  corporation  of  that  city  for  a 
charitable  ufe;  buty  ic  being  freehold,  he  laid — '  I 

*  cannot  live  a  twelve-month,  and  the  lall  ftatute  of 

*  morffnain  *  ftands  in  the  way :   I  muft,  therefore, 

*  think  of  fohie  other  difpofirion  of  it.' His  next 

confider^noQ  was,  a  provifioo  for  Frank,  concerning 
the  amount  whereof  I  tbund  he  had  been  confultbg 
Dr.  Brocklelby,  (o  whom  he  had  put  this  queftion— 

*  What  would  be  a  proper  annuity  to  bequeath  to  a 

*  favourite  foTant  ?' — The  dodor  anfwered,  that  the 
circumftances  of  the  mafter  were  the  trucfl:  meafure, 
and  that,  in  the  cafe  of  a  nobleman,  50I.  a  year  was 
deemed  an  adequate  reward  for  many  years'  faithful 
fcrvice. '   Then,    Ihall  I,'   faid    Johnfon,    *  be 

*  nobiUflimusj  for,  I  mean  to  leave  Frank  70I.  a  — 

*  year,  and  I  defire  you  to  tell  him  fo.' — And  now, 
at  the  making  of  the  will,  a  devifc,  equivalent  to  fii^h 
a  provifion,  was  therein  inferted.  The  refidue  of  his 
eftatc  and  effcifts,  which  took  in,  though  he  intended 
it  not,  the  houfe  at  Lichfield,  he  bequeathed  to  hiS' 
executors,  in  truft  for  a  religious  a(rQci^tion,  which  it 
is  needlefs  to  defcribe. 

"  Viz.  9  Geo.  2.  cap.  36,  which  cnafis,  lliat  no  land*,  teiie> 
jnenu,  fcc.  Oiall  be  given  to  any  bodiei  politic,  onlcTi  by  deed  ia- 
^need/made  twelve  months,  at  leaft,  befijrc  Uk.  death  of  the  donor. 

P  p  3  .   Having 

D,Jt.z.dayGOOg[C 


58tt  THELIFEOF 

Having  execiited  the  will  with  the  nec^aiy  fonnA- 
litiu,  he  would  hare  conne  home,  but  bong  prefled 
by  Mr.  and  Mn.  Strahan  to  ftay,  he  confented,  aod  wc 
4II  dined  together.  Towatds  the  evening,  he  grcvr 
chearfid,  and  I  having  promifed  to  take  him  in  my 
coach,  Mr.  Scrahan  and  Mr.  Ryland  would  accom- 
pany him  home.  In  the  way  thither  he  appeared 
much  it  taie,  and  old  ftories.  At  eight  I  i^  him 
4oTn,  and  fAr.  Strahan  and  Mr.  Ryland  betook 
thmiielves  to  th»r  lefpeAive  homes. 

Sunday  18  th.  {  faw  him  about  noon ;  he  was 
dozing}  but  waking,  he  found  himfelf  in  a  circle  of 
his  friends.  Upon  opening  his  eyes,  he  faid,  that 
the  jnofpeA  of  his  difiblution  was  very  terrible  tQ 
him,  and  addrelTed  himfelf  to  us  all,  in  nearly  thdk 
wocds :  *  You  fee  the  ftate  In  which  I  am ;  confli<5ting 
■  with  bodily  pain  and  mental  diftraftion :  whik  you 

*  are  in  health  and  ftrength,  labour  to  do  good,  and 
^  avoid  evil,  if  ever  you  hope  to  ticape  the  diftrefs 

*  that  now  opprefles  nw.'— -— A  little  while  ^er,— 

*  I  had,  very  early  in  my  life,  the  feeds  of  goodnefs 

*  in  mc :  I  had  a  love  of  virtue,  and  a  reverence  for 

*  religion  ;  aiid  thefe,  I  tn^,  have  brought  fordi  iii 

*  me  fruits  meet  for  repentance  j   and,  if  I  have  re- 

*  penfed  as  I  ought,  I  am  fbi^ven.    I  have,  at  nmes, 

*  entertained  a  loathing  of  lin  and  of  myfelf,  parti- 

*  culafjy  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  when  I  had 
f  the  profpeft  of  death  before  me  (  and  this  has  not 
f  abated  when  my  fears  of  death  have  been  lels^ 
f  and,  at  thefe  times,  I  have  had  fuch  rays  of  hope 
t  fliot  into  my  foul,  as  have  almoft  perfuaded  mCj| 
i  that  J  am  in  a  ftatc  of  reconciliation  ■with  God.' 
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29t}i.    Mr.  Langcon>  who  had  {pent  the  ercniag 

with  him,  reported,  that  his  hopes  were  mcrcafed, 
ind  that  he  was  much  cheared  upon  being  reminded 
of  the  general  tendency  of  his  writings,  and  of  his 
example. 

joth.  I  law  him  in  the  evening,  and  found  him 
chearful.  Was  infomned,  that  he  had,  for  his  dinner, 
caxta  beardly  of  a  French  duck  pie  and  a  pheaiant. 

Dec.  I .  He  was  bufied  in  dcftroying  papers.— Gave 
to  Mr.  Langton  and  another  perfon,  to  fair  copy,  fome 
tranfladoiu  (^  the  Greek  epigrams,  which  he  h^ 
made  in  the  preceding  nights,  and  tranfcTibed  the 
next  morning,  and  they  began  to  Work  on  them. 

3d.  Finding  his  legs  conunue  to  fwcU,  he  figni- 
6ed  to  his  phyftcians  a  fbong  defire  R>  have  them 
fcarified,  but  they,  unwilling  to  put  him  to  pain,  and 
fearing  a  mortification,  declined  advifing  it.  He 
aftenrards  confuhed  his  furgeon,  and  he  performed 
the  operation  on  one  leg, 

4th.  I  vifited  him :  the  fcarificatioo,  made  yefterda^ 
in  his  leg,  appeared  to  have  had  little  effeA. — He  faid 
to  me,  that  he  was  eafier  in  his  mind,  and  as  fit  to  die 
at  that  iniiant,  as  he  could  be  a  year  hence. — He  it- 
quefted  me  to  receive  the  facrament  with  him  on 
Sunday,  the  next  day.  Complained  of  great  weak- 
nefs,  and  of  phantoms  that  haunted  his  imagination. 

5th.  Being  Sunday,  I  C(xnmunicated  with  him 
oad  Mr,  Langton,  and  other  of-  his  friends,  as  many 
as  nearly  filled  the  room.  Mr.  Strahan,  who  wa& 
conftant  in  his  attendance  on  him  throughout  his 
illnefs,  performed  the  office.  Previous  to  reading 
the  exhortation,  Johnfon  knelt,  and,  with  a  degree  <^ 
fervour  that  i  had  ,  never  been  witnefs  to  before, 
P  p  4  uttered 
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uttered  the  following  moll  eloquent  and  energetic 

prayer  : 

'  Almighty  and  moft  merciful  Father,  I  am  now,  as 
'  to  human  eyes  it  fecms,  about  to  commemorate,  for 

*  the  laft  time,  the  death  of  thy  fon  Jefus  Chrift, 

*  our  Saviour  and  Redeemer.     Grant,  O  Lord,  that 

*  my  whole  hope  and  confidence  may  be  in  his  me- 

*  rits  and  in  thy  mercy :  forgive  and  accept  myJatc 

*  converfion  ;  enforce  and  accept  my  imperfect  repen- 

*  tancej-make  this  commemoration  of  him  available 

*  to  the  confirmation  of  my  faith,  the  eftablifhment 

*  of  my  hope,  and  the  enlargement  of  my  charity ;  and 

*  make  the  death  of  thy  fon  Jefus  effeftual  to  my  re- 

*  demption.     Have  mercy  upon  me,  and  pardon  the 
'  multitude  of  my  offences.     Blefs  my  friends,  have 

*  mercy  upon  all  men.     Support  me  by  the  grace  of 
'  thy  holy  fpirit  in  the  days  of  weaknefs,  and  at  the 

*  hour  of  death,  and  receive  me,  at  my  death,  to  ever- 

*  lafting  happincfs,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift.— 

*  Amen.' 

Upon  rifing  from  his  knees,  after  the  office  was 
concluded,  he  faid,  that  he  dreaded  to  meet  God  in 
a  ftate  of  idiocy,  or  with  opium  in  his  head ;  and, 
that  having  now  communicated  with  the  effefts  of  a 
dole  upon  him,  he  doubted  if  his  exertions  were  the 
genuine  operations  of  his  mind,  and  repeated  fi:oni 
bilhop  Taylor  this  fentiment,  '  That  little,  that  has 
'  been  omitted  in  health,  can  be  done  to  any  purpofe 

*  in  ficknela  *. 

6th. 

•  He  very  mach  admired,  and  often  in  the  courfe  of  his  illoefs 
recited.  M>in  the  conclurion  of  old  Ifaac  Walton's  life  of  bitbop 
Sanderfbn,  the  foUawing  pailietic  reqacft : 

f  p  4  '  Thoa 
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6di.  I  ^in  vifited  him.  Before  my  departure. 
Dr.  Brcx:klefby  came  in,  and,  taking  him  by  the  wrift, 
Johnfon  gave  him  a  look  of  great  contempt,  and  ri- 
diculed the  judging  of  his  diforder  by  the  pulfe.  He 
complained,  that  the  farcocele  had  again  made  its 
appearance,  and  afked,  if  a  pufifture  would  not 
relieve  him,  as  it  had  done  the  year  before ;  the  dodlor 
anfwered,  that  it  might,  but  that  his  furgeon  was 
the  beft  judge  of  the  cffeft  of  fuch  an  opcratipn, 
Johnfon,  upon  this,  faid,  '  How  many  men  in  a  year 

*  die  through  the  timidity  of  thofe  whom  they  con- 

*  fult  for  health  !    I  want'length  of  life,  and  you  fear 

*  giving  me  pain,  which  I  care  not  for.* 

8  th.  I  vifited  him  with  Mr.  Langton,  and  found 
him  diftating  to  Mr.  Strahan  another  will,  the  former 
being,  as  he  had  faid  at  the  time  of  making  it,  a  tcm-f 
porary  one.   On  our  entering  the  room,  he  laid,  *  God 

*  blefs  you  both.'  I  arrived  juft  time  enough  to  direct 
the  execution,  and  alfo  the  atteftation  of  it.  After  he 
had  pubiilhpd  it,  he  defired  Mr.  Strahan  to  fay  the 
Lord's  prayer,  which  he  did,  all  of  us  joining. 
Johnfon,  after  it,  uttered,  extempore,  a  few  pious 
qacuUtions. 

9th.  I  faw  him  in  the  evening,  and  found  him 
dilating,  to  Mr.  Strahan,  a  codicil  to  the  will  he  had 

<  Thu*  thU  pattern  of  mecknefs  and  primitive  innocence 
'  changed  thit  for  a  better  life :— 'tis  now  too  late  to  wifli, 
'  that  mine  may  be  like  his ;  for  I  am  ia  the  eighty-Jirth  year 
'  of  my  age,  and  God  knows  it  hath  not ;    but,  I  moft  humbly 

*  befeech  Almighty  God,  that  my  death  may  ;  and  I  do  as  earn- 
'  eltly  beg,  that,  if  any  reader  fhall  receive  any  fatisfaflion  from 

*  this  very  plain,  and,  as  true  relation,  he  will  be  To  charitable  ai 
f  to  %,  AmcQ.' 

made 
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made  the  eveniog  before.  I  afCfted  them  in  it,  and 
received  from  the  teftator  a  direflion,  to  infert  a  dcvifc 
to  his  executors  of  the  houfe  at  Lichfield>  to  be  fold 
for  the  benefit  of  certwi  of  hts  relations,  a  bequeft  of 
fundry  pecuniary  and  fpecific  legacies^  a  provifioa  f(V 
the  annuity  of  70I.  for  Francis,  and,  after  all,  a  devife 
of  all  the  reft,  refidue,  and  remainder  of  his  eilate  and 
effects,  to  his  executors,  in  trufl:  for  the  f^d-  Francis 
fiaiber,  his  executors  and  adminiArators;  and,  having 
<li£bued  accordingly,  Johnlbn  atecuted  and  publifhed 
it  as  a  codicil  to  his  will  *. 

He  was  now  fo  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  kneel, 
and  lamented,  that  he  muft  pray  fitting,  but,  with 
ail  efibrt,  he  placed  himfelf  on  his  knees,  while 
Mr.  Strahan  repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer.  During  the 
whole  of  the  evening,  he  was  much  compoled  and  rc- 
figned.    Being  become  very  weak  and  helplcis,  it  wai 

*  How  much  lixTcr  I  apptove  of  the  pnClice  of  rewarding  the 
fidelity  offervanUi  I  cannot  but  think  that,  in  tcftamcnUry  diipofi- 
ftoni  ia  their  favour,  ibine  difcretion  oaght  to  be  eiercUed;  and  that, 
in  fcaiu  any  inftance  they  are  to  be  preferred  to  thofe  who  are  air 
lied  to  the  teftator  tifhcr  in  blood  or  hj  affinity.  Of  the  merita  of 
this  fcrvant,  a  judgment  may  be  ibrmcd  from  what  t  Hull  here-a 
after  have  occafioa  to  fay.  of  him.  It  wat  lunted  to  me  foaajr 
years  ago,  by  hii  mafter,  that  he  wag  a  loofe  fellow ;  an4  I  learned 
trotQ  otheri,  diat,  after  an  abfence  from  his  fervice  of  feme  rejU's, 
he  aurricd.  la  hit  fearch  of  a  wife,  be  picked  up  onp  pf  thpfe  crea- 
tures with  whom,  in  the  <Ufpof«l  of  themfelves,  no  contiarjcty  of 
colour  it  an  t^ftade.  It  is  laid>  that  boa  after  his  fftaniagc,  he 
became  jeakau,  and,  it  may  be  foppofcd,  that  he  cpQ^mte4  fb,  till, 
by  |«efenting  him  firfi  with  cne,  jnd  afterw^df  with  another  dangh. 
t«r,  of  her  own  eotoor,  his  wiJ^  put  an  end  ;o  all  his  donb^  on  that 
icore.  Natwitbftandtngwhich.Johnfon,  in  tbecxcefaofindifcrimi* 
Dating  benevolence,  aboRt  a  year  before  his  death,  took  the  wife  an4 
both  the  children,  iotohis  hoolie,  and  made  them  a  part  of  hisfamtlyi 
;uid,  by  the  codicil  to  his  will,  made  a  dilpofition  in  hit  lavoar,  ta 
^e  ameunt  in  value  of  liiU  hfteca  hundred  pounds. 

though! 
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thought  neccfiaiy  chat  a  iflaa  Ibould  vztch  widi  him 
all  oight;  and  one  was  found  in  the  neighbourhood, 
who,  for  half  a  crown  a  mght^  undertook  to  fit  up 
with,  and  ailift  him.  When  the  man  had  left  the 
raom,  he,  in  the  prcfence  and  bearing  of  Mr.  Strir 
han  and  Mr.  Langton,  aflced  me,  v^erc  I  meant  to 
liurjr  him.  I  anfwered,  doubtlda,  in  Weftminfter 
abbey ;  'If,'  faid  he,  *  my  executors  think  it  pnq>er  to 
'  mark  the  fpot  of  my  interment  by  a  fione,  let  it  be 
'  lb  placed  as  to  iffoteft  my  body  from  injury.'  I 
aflured  him  it  fliould  be  done.  Bdbre  my  departure^ 
he  dcTired  Mr.  Langton  to  put  into  my  hands,  monej 
to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  lool.  widi  a  dire^on  to 
keep  it  till  called  for. 

loch.  This  day  at  noon  I  faw  him  again.  He  laid 
to  mc,  that  the  male  nurfe  to  whofe  care  I  had  com- 
mitted him,  was  unfit  for  the  office.  *  He  is,*  faid  he, 
f  an  idiot,  as  aukward  as  a  tumfpit  jufl  put  into  the 
*  wheel,  and  as  flecpy  as  a  dormoufe.'  Mr.  Cruik- 
fiiank  came  into  the  room,  and,  looking  on  his  fcari- 
fied  leg,  faw  no  fign  of  a  mortiHcadon. 

I  ith.  At  noon,  I  found  him  dozing,  and  wouldnoc 
difhirb  hJm. 

ladi.  Saw  him  again}  found  him  very  we^k,  and,, 
as  he  faid,  unable  to  pray. 

13th.  At  noon,  I  called  at  the  houfe,  but  went  not 
into  his  room,  being  told,  that  he  was  dozing.  I  waa 
further  informed  by  the  feryants,  that  his  appetite  waa 
totally  gpnc,  and  that  he  could  take  no  fuftcnance.  At 
eight  in  the  eyenihgfOf  the  lame  day,  word  was  brought 
me  by  Mf.  Saflrcs,  to  whom,  in  his  hA  mwnents,  he 
uttered  thefe  words,  *  Jam  moritunis,'  that,  at  a  quarter, 
paft  leven,  he  had,  without  a  groan,  or  the  leaft  iigq 
gf  |>ain  er  unealinefs^  yielded  his  laft  breath. 

At 

CJooglc 


j88  THELIFEOF 

At  eieveiij  the  fame  evening,  Mr.  Langtoa  came  to 
me,  and,  in  an  agony  of  mind,  gave  me  to  under- 
ftand,  that  our  friend  had  wounded  himfeif  in  fcveral 
■parts  of  the  body.  I  was  (hocked  at  the  news ;  but, 
upon  being  told  that  he  had  not  touched  any  vital  part, 
was  cafily  able  to  account  for  an  adtion,  which  would 
elfe  have  given  us  the  deepeft  concern.  The  faft  was, 
that  conceiving  himfclf  to  be  full  of  water,  he  had 
done  that,  which  he  had  often  foUcited  his  medical 
afliftants  to  do,  made  two  or  three  inci&ons  in  his 
lower  limbs,  vanly  hoping  for  fomc  relief  from  the 
flux  that  might  follow. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Frank  came  to  me ;  and, 
being  defirous  of  knowing  all  the  particulars  of  this 
tranfaAion,  I  interrogated  liim  very  ftriftly  concerning 
it,  and  received  ftom  him'  anfwers  to  the  following 
eflfcft: 

That,  ac  eight  in  the  n:iorning  of  the  [ireceding  day, 
upon  going  into  the  bedchamber,  his  matter,  being  in 
bed,  ordered  him  to  open  9  cabinet,  and  g^ve  him  a 
drawer  in  it }  that  he  did  fo,  and  that  out  of  it  his 
mailer  took  a  cafe  of  lancets,  and  choofing  one  of 
them,  would  ha^  conveyed  it  into  the  bed,  which 
Frank,  and  a  young  man  that  fat  up  with  him,  feeing, 
they  leized  his  hand,  and  tntreated  him  not  to  do  a  rafti 
a£Hon :  he  faid  he  would  not ;  but  drawing  his  hand 
under  the  bed-clothes,  they  faw  his  arm  move.  Upon 
this,  they  turned  down  the  clothes,  and  faw  a  great 
effufion  of  blood,  which  foon  ftopped — That  foon 
after,  he  got  at  a  pair  of  fciffars  that  lay  in  a  drawer 
by  him,  and  plunged  them  deep  in  the  calf  of  each 
leg — That  immediately  they  fent  for  Mr.  Cruikftiank, 
and  the  apothecary,  and  they,  or  one  of  them,  drelTed 
the  '"ouiids — That  he  then  fell  into  that  dozing  which 

carried 
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carried  him  off. — That  it  was  conjefturcd  he  loft  eight 
or  ten  ounces  of  blood;  and  that  this  effufion  brought 
on  the  dozing,  though  his  pulfe  continued  finn  till 
three  o'clock. 

That  this  aft  was  not  done  to  haften  his  end>  but 
to  difcharge  the  water  that  he  conceived  to  be  in  him, 
I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt.  A  dropfy  was  his  difeafe  j 
he  looked  upon  himfclf  as  a  bloated  carcafc ;  and,  to 
attain  the  power  of  eafy  reQ  iration,  would  have  un- 
dergone any  degree  of  temporary  pain.  He  dreaded 
neither  punfturcs  nor  incifions,  and,  indeed,  defied 
the  trochar  and  the  lancet :  he  had  often  reproached 
his  phyficians  and  fui^eon  with  cowardice  j  and,  when 
Mr.  Cruiklhank  fcarified    his   leg,  he  cried  out— 

*  Deeper,  deeper  j — I  will  abide  the  confcquence  : 

*  you  are  afraid  of  your  reputation,  but  that  is  no- 

*  thing  to  me.' To  thofe  about  him,  he  faid, — 

*  You  all  pretend  to  love  me,  but  you  do  not  love 

*  me  fo  well  as  I  myfelf  do.' 

I  have  been  thus  minute  in  recording  the  parti- 
culars of  his  laft  moments,  becaufe  I  wilhed  to 
attraS:  attention  to  the  conduft  of  ,  this  great 
man,  under  the  moft  trying  circumftances  human 
nature  is  fubjefl:  to.  Many  perfons  have  appeared 
poffefled  of  more  fereoity  of  mind  in  this  awful 
fcenci  fome  have  remained  unmoved  at  the  diflb- 
lution  of  the  vital  union;  and,  it  may  be  deemed  a 
difcouragement  from  the  fevere  practice  of  religion, 
that  Dr.  Johnfon,  whofe  whole  life  was  a  preparation 
for  his  death,  and  a  conBift  with  natural  inBmiity,  was 
difturbed  with  terror  at  the  profpeft  of  the  grave. 
Let  not  this  relax  the  circumfpeftion  of  any  one. 
It  is  true,  that  natural  firmnefs  of  fp:rit,  or  the 
confidence 
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confideoce  of  hope,  may  biu^  up  the  mind  to  die 
laftj  but,  hovever  heroic  an  uodzunted  death  m^ 
^)pear,  Ic  is  not  what  we  Ihould  pray  for.  As 
Johnlbn  lived  the  life  of  the  righteous,  his  end  was 
that  of  a  Chriftian  :  he  ftriAly  fulfilled  the  injunftion 
<^  the  apolUe,  to  work  out  bis  falvatioo  with  fear  and 
trembling  i  and,  though  his  doubts  and  fcruples  wero 
certdnly  very  diftreffing  lo  himfelf,  they  give  his 
frienda  a  |hous  hi^,  that  he,  who  added  to  alnx^ 
all  the  virtues  <^  Chriftianit^,  that  religious  humi- 
lity which  its  great  Teacher  inculcated,  will,  in  the 
fuUnefs  o(  tune,  receive  the  teward  promifed  to  z 
patient  contini^nce  in  weH-dmng. 

A  few  days  afier  his  departure.  Dr.  Brockleiby  and 
Mr.  Cruiklhaok,  who,  with  great  afllduity  and  huma- 
nity, (and  I  muft  addj  generoficy,  for  neither  they,  nor 
Dr.  Heberdeo,  Dr.  Warren,  aor  Dr.  Butter,  would 
accept  any  fees)  had  attended  him,  fignified  a  wifli, 
that  his  body  might  be  opened.  This  was  done,  and- 
the  report  made  was  to  this  effeft: 

Two  of  the  valves  of  the  aorta  o&lfied. 

The  ur-ceUs  of  the  lungs  unufually  diftended* 

One  r4  the  kidn^  deftroyed  by  the  preffiire  <^ 
the  water. 

The  liver  fchlrroui. 

A  flone  in  the  gaU-bladdcr>  of  die  fize  of  a  com- 
mon goofeberry. 

On  Monday  the  20th  of  December,  his  fiincrJ  was 
celebrated  and  honoured  by  a  numerous  attendance 
of  his  friends,  and  among  them,  by  particular  inW- 
tuion,  of  as  many  of  the  literaiy  dub  as  were  then  in 
«>wn,  and  not  prevented  by  engagements.  The 
dean  of  Weflnunfter,  upoa  my  appfication,  would 

gladly 
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gUdly  have  perf<HTncd  the  cereman^  of  his  iDteraient, 
bul^  a£  the  time,  was  much  indifpolcd  in  his  health  j 
the  officci  therefore,  derolred  upon  the  fenior  pre- 
bendary. Dr.  Taylor,  wtio  performed  it  with  becoming 
gravity  and  ferioulhefs.  AU  the  prebendaries,  except 
iuch  as  were  abfent  in  the  country,  atceoded  in  their 
furplices  and  hoods :  they  met  the  corpfe  at  the  weft 
door  of  their  church,  and  performed,  in  the  moft  lef- 
pedfiil  manner,  all  the  honours  due  to  the  memory 
of  &  great  a  man. 

His  body,  enclofed  in  a  leaden  coffin,  is  depofited  in 
the  fouth  tianfept  of  the  abbey,  near  the  foot  of  Shakef- 
peare's  monument,  and  clofe  to' the  coffin  of  his  ftiend 
Ganick.  Agreeable  to  his  requeft,  a  ftone  of  blacK 
marble  covers  his  grave,  thus  infcribed : 

Samvkl    Johhson,  L. LmD. 

Obiit  XIII  die  Deccmbris, 

Anno  Donrini 

MDCCLXXXIV, 

^tatis  fu=  LXXV. 

Copyof  Dr.  JOHNSON'S  WILL,  and  of  the 
Codicil  thereto  fubjoined. 

3n  tSe  name  of  <Sotl.  Stmtn.  1  Samuel  John- 
son, being  in  fiill  pofTefHon  of  my  faculties,  but 
fearing  tliis  night  may  put  an  end  to  my  life,  do  or- 
dain diis  my  laft  will  and  teftament.  I  bequeath  to 
God  a  Ibul  polluted  wi^  many  fins,  but  I  hope  puri- 
fied by  repentance,  and  I  truft  redeemed  by  Jefua 
Chrift*.  1  leave  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in 
the  hands  of  Bennet  Langton,  Efq;  three  hundred 
pounds  in  thehuidsof  Mr.  Barclay  and  Mr.  Perkins, 

*  Tlui  dccUrttioB  u,  in  fabftance,  tke  &me  witb  titM  in  the 
faiacr  fill,  but  varin  i^  the  cj^picCon. 

brewers  { 
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brewers ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  die  hands 
of  Dr.  Percy,  bilhc^  of  Drpmorej  one  rfioufand 
pounds,  diree  per  cent,  annuities  in  the  public  funds, 
and  one  hundred  pounds  now  lying  by  mc  in  read^ 
money;  all  ihefe  before-mentioned  fums  and  property 
I  leave,  I  fay,  to  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins, and  Dr.  William  Scott,  of  Doftors  Commons, 
in  truft:  for  the  following  ufes ;  That  is  to  fay,  to  pay 
to  the  rf  prefentatives  of  the  late  William  Innys,  book- 
feller,  in  Sl  Paul's  Church  Yard,  the  fum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  j  to  Mrs.  White,  my  female  fervant, 
one  hundred  pounds  ftock  in  the  three  per  cent, 
annuities  aforefaid.  The  reft  of  the  aforefaid  fums 
of  money  and  property,  together  with  my  books, 
plate>  and  houlhold-fumiture,  I  leave  to  the  before- 
mentioned  Sir  JoJhua  Reynolds,  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
and  Dr.  William  Scott,  alfo  in  truft,  to  be  applied, 
after  paying  my  debts,  to  the  ufe  of  Francis  Barber, 
my  man-fcrvant,  a  n^ro,  in  ftich  manner  as  they 
Ihall  judge  moft  fit  and  available  to  his  benefit.  And 
I  appoint  the  aforefaid  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  Dr.  WilHam  Scott,  fole  executors  of 
this  my  laft  will  and  teftament,  hereby  revoking  all 
fornner  wilts  and  teftaments  whatfoever.  In  witnefs 
whereof  I  hereunto  fubfcribe  my  name,  and  affix  my 
feal,- this  eighth  day  of  December,  1784. 

SAM.  JOHNSON,  (L.  S.) 

Signed,  fealed,  publiflied,  declared,  and  delivered 
by  the  faid  teftator,  is  his  laft  will  and  teftament,  in 
the  prefence  of  us,  the  word  two  being  firft  inferred  in 
the  oppofite  page, 

George  Strahan. 
JoHit  D£s  MouriNs. 
By 
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*  By  way  of  codicil  to  my  laft  will  and  teftament,  I 
Samuel  Johnson,  give,  devife,  and  bequeath,  my 
mcffuage  OP  tenement,  fituatc  at  Lichfield,  in  the 
county  of  SctfFord,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  te-  . 
nurc  or  occupation  of  Mrs.  Bond,  of  Lichfield  afore- 
fad,  or  of  Mr.  Hinchman,  her  under-tenant,  to  my 
ttccutors  in  rruft-,  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  the  fame ;  and 
die  money  arifingfrom  fuch  falc  I  give  and  bequeath 
83  follows,  viz.  to  Thomas  and  Benjamin  thefons  of 
Fifher  Johnfon,  late  of  Leicefter,  and  Whiting, 

daughter  of  Thomas  Johnfon,  late  of  Coventry,  and 
the  grand- daughter  of  the  faid  Thomas  Johnfon,  one 
full  &nd  equal  fourth  part  each ;  but  in  cafe  there  fhall 
be  niore  grand-daughters  than  one  of  the  faid  Thomas 
Johnfon,  living  at  the  time  of  my  deceafe,  I  give  and 
bequeath  the  part  or  fhare  of  that  one  to,  and  equally 
between  fuch  grand-d_aughters.  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogcri,  of  Berkley,  near  Froome,  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet,  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  requefting  him  to  apply  the  fame  towards  the 
niMntenance  of  Elizabeth  Heme,  a  lunatic.  I  alfo  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  god-children,  the  ion  and  daugh* 
ter  of  Mauritius  Low,  painter,  each  of  them,  one  hun- 
dred pounds  of  my  ftock  in  the  three  per  cent,  con* 
folidated  annuities,  to  be  applied  and  difpofed  of  by 
and  at  the  difcretion  of  my  Executors,  in  the  education 
or  fettlement  in  the  world  of  them  my  faid  legatees. 
Alfo,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Sir  John  Hawkins,  one 
of  my  Executors,  the  Annales  Ecclefiaftici  of  Baro- 
nius  and.  Holingfhed's  and  Stowe's  Chronicles,  and 
alfo  an  oftavo  Common  Prayer  Book.  To  Bennet 
Langton,  Efqj  I  give  and  bequeath  my  Polyglot  Bible. 
Vol.  1,  Q_q  To 
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To  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  my  great  French  Diftionarf,' 
by  Martinicre,  and  my  own  copy  of  my  folio  Engliih 
Dictionary,  of  the  laftrcvifion.  To  Dr.  William  Scott> 
one  (^my  Executors^  the  Diftionnaire  de  Commerce, 
and  Ledius's  edition  of  the  Greek  Poets.  To  Mr. 
-Windham,  Foetx  Gneci  Heroici  per  Henricum 
Stephanum.  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strahan,  vicar  of 
Iflington,  in  Middlefex,  Mills's  Greek  Teftament, 
Beza's  Greek  Tefiament  by  Stephens,  all  my  Latin 
Bibles,  and  my  Greek  Bible  by  Wechelius,  To  Dr. 
Heberdcn,  Dr.  Brocklefby,  Dr.  Butter,  and  Mr, 
Cnnkihatik  the  furgeon  who  attended  mc,  Mr. 
Holder  my  apothecary,  Gerard  Hamilton,  Efq:  Mrs. 
Gardiner,  of  Snow-hill,  Mrs.  Frances  Reynolds,  Mr. 
Hoole,  and  die  Rev.  Mr.  Hoole,  his  Ion,  each  a  book 
at  their  eieCtion,  to  keep  as  a  token  of  remembrance. 
I  alio  give  and  bequeath  to  Mr.  John  des  Moulins, 
two  hundred  pounds  confolidatfd  three  per  cent,  an- 
nuities i  and  to  Mr.  Saftres,  the  Italian  matter,  the 
fum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  laid  out  in  books  of  piety 
for  his  own  ufe.  And  whereas  the  faid  BennetLangton 
haih  agreed,  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  mentioned  in  my  will  to  be  in 
his  hands,  to  grant  and  fecure  an  annuity  of  feventy 
pounds,  payable  during  the  life  of  me.  and  my  fer- 
vaot  Francis  Barber,  and  the  life  of  the  furvivor  of 
xis,  to  Mr.  George  Stubhs  in  truft  for  us  j  my  mind 
and  will  is,  that  in  cafe  of  my  deccafe  before  the  fitid 
agreement  fliall  be  perfcded,  the  faid  fum  of  feven 
■hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  the  bond  for  fecnring  the 
faid  fum,  fhall  go  to  the  faid  Francis  Barber  i  and  I 
hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  him  the  fame,  in  lieu  of 
the  bequeft  in  his  favour,  contained  in  my  faid  wilt. 

And 
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And  I  hereby  empower  my  Executors  to  dcduft 
and  retain  all  expences  that  Ihall  or  may  be  incurred 
in  the  execution  of  my  faid  will,  or  of  this  codicil 
diercto,  qut  of  fuch  eftate  and  efFcfts  as  I  fliall  die 
poffcffcd  of.  All  the  reft,  refidue,  and  remainder  of 
my  eftate  and  efi^dts,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  faid 
Executors,  in  truft  for  the  faid  Francis  Barber,  his 
Executors  and  Adminiftrators.  Witneis  my  hand  and 
feal  this  ninth  day  of  December^  1784. 

SAM.  JOHNSON,  tl-S.) 

Signed,  l^aled,  publifhed,  declared,  and  delivered 
by  the  faid  Samuel  Johnfon,  as,  and  for  a  Codicil  to 
his  laft  Will  and  Teftament,  in  the  prefcnce  of  ui, 
who,  in  his  prefence,  and  at  his  requeft,  and  alfo  in 
the  prerence  of  each  other,  have  hereto  fubfcribed  our 
oamcs  as  witnefles. 

John  CoPLiy. 

'  William  Gibsoh. 

HtNiLr  Cou. 


Qjl  a  P  0  S  T- 
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THE  foregoing  inftrument  carries  into  effeft  tfaff 
rclblution  of  Dr.  Johnlbn,  to  be>  with  refpcA  to  hii 
ncgro-fervant,  nehiliffimus  j  but  the  many  lavifli  en- 
comiums thac  have  been  beftowed  on  this  aft  of 
bounty,  make  it  ncceffary  to  roenoon  fonw  parti-, 
culars,  fubfequcnt  to  his  death,  that  will  ferve  to 
fhew  the  fliort-fightednc6  of  human  wifdom,  aod 
the  cfiWb  of  iU-diredtcd  benevolence. 

The  amount  of  the  ^equeft  to  thi«  man>  may  be 
eftimatcd  ^t  a  fum  little  Ihort  of  )50ol.  and  that  to 
the  teftator's  relations  named  in  the  will  at  235I.  (the 
film  which  the  houfc  at  Lichfield  produced  at  a  falo 
by  autftion)  who,  being  five  in  number,  divided  tho 
fame,  after  dcduftijig  the  expences  of  the  fale,  in  the 
following  proportions  j  that  is  to  fay,  three  of  the 
relations  took  58!.  15s.  ad.  each,  and  each  of  two 
Others,  the  reprcfentativcs  of  a  fourth,  29I.  7s.  6d. 

A  few  days  after  the  doftor's  deceafe,  Francis 
came  to  mc,  and  informed  me,  that  a  relation  of  his 
matter's,  named  Humphrey  Heely,  who,  with  his  wife, 
had  lately,  upon  the  requeft  of  the  do(5tor  to  the  biftiop 
of  Rocliellcr,  been  placed  in  an  alms-houfc  at  Wcft- 
minfter,  was  in  great  neceflfity,  as  wanting  money  to 
buy  bedding  and  deaths.  I  told  him,  that  feeing 
he  was  fa  great  a  gainer  by  his  mailer's  will,  as  tq 
be  poffifled  of  almoft  the  whole  of  his  fortune,  it 
behoved  him  to  have  companion  on  this  his  rela- 
tion, and  to  fupply  hi?  wapts.  Hw  reply  was, — *  / 
*  (annot  afford  it ^ 

From 
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From  the  time  of  the  doftor's  dcceafcj  myfelf,  and 
my  colleagues  the  other  executors,  anfwercd  all  the 
calls  of  Francis  for  money.  On  the  6th  day  of  Sep- 
tember 1785,  we  had  advanced  him  106I.  By  the 
13th  of  Decembw  following,  tie  had  received  of  Mr. 
Langton  for  his  annuity*  and  of  MtS.  Barclay  and 
Peritins  fw  intereft,  as  much  as  made  that  fum  1 83 1. 
and  on  the  1 5th  of  the  fame  moqth,  a  year  and  two 
days  after  his  maftcr's  death,  he  came  to  me,  faying 
that  he  vranted  more  money,  for  that  a  few  halfpence 
was  all  that  he  bad  left.  Upon  my  feeding  with  him 
in  Auguft  laft,  it  appeared  that,  exclulive  of  hb 
annui^,  he  had  received  337 1.  and,  after  delivering 
to  him  the  bond  for  150I.  mentioned  in  the  will*, 
I  paid  him  abalance  of  196I.  15s.  4d.  j. 

I  had  no  fooner  clofed  my  account,  than  I  fent  for 
.  Heely,  who  appeared  to  be  an  old  man  and  lame,  having 
one  leg  much  (horter  than  the  other,  but  of  an  excellent 
underfUnding.  Thcftyleofhisdifcourfcwasfocorr^ 
apd  grammatical,  that  it  called  to  my  remembrance 
that  of  Johnfon.  The  account  he  gave  me  of  him- 
fclf  and  his  fortunes  wks  to  the  following  effeft : 

That  he  was  bom  in  the  year  1714,  and  that  his 
relation  to  Johnfon  was  by  marriage,  his  fiHt  wife 
being  a  Ford,  and  the  daughter  of  Johnfon's  mother's 
brother.— That  himfclf  had  been  a  wholefale  iron- 
monger, and  the  owner  of  an  eftate  in  Warwicklhirc, 
which  he  farmed  himfclf,  but  that  lofTcs,  and  fome  in- 
difcretions  on  his  part,  had  driven  him  to  Scotland  j 
apd  that,  in  his  return  on  foot,  with  his  wife,  froiii 

•  $}e  bad  before  received  4;!.  £at  intereft  tbereon. 

Newcaftle, 
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Newcaftle,  fhe  died  on  die  road  in  hi&  arms ;— that, 
£)nie  years  after,  he  was,  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon, 
nude  keeper  <^  the  Tap  at  Ranelagh  houfe,  and  thac 
he  married  again ;  but  that  not  being  able  to  endure 
the  capricious  infoJence  with  which  he  was  treated,  Mr. 
Garrick  took  himunder  his  proceftion,  and  would  have 
found  a  place  for  him  in  his  theatre,  but  lived  not  to 
be  able  to  do  it }  and  that  tbefe,  and  other  misfor- 
tunes and  difappointments,  had  brought  him  to 
the  condition,  as.  he  defcribed  it,  of  a  poor,  te« 

duced  old  man. He  added,  that  Dr.  Johnfon 

had  been  very  liberal  to  him :  and,  as  one  inftance 
of  his  kindncfs,  mentioned,  that,  about  three  weeks 
before  his  dcceafe,  he  had  applied  to  him  for  afliftancc  j 
and,  upon  (tating  his  reafons  for  troubling  him,  was  bid, 
rather  iiarihly,  to  be  fUcnt ; — *  For,*  faid  the  do^r> 

*  it  is  enough  to  fay  that  you  are  in  want;  I  enquire 

*  not  into  the  caufcs  of  it :  here  is  money  for  )«)ur 

*  relief* :' — but  that,  immediately  recolleding  himfelf, 

he 

*  We  have  here  an  inftance  of  that  aJperity  of  temper  with 
which  Jolinfoii  has  been  frequently  charged,  bgt  without  any  al- 
lowance for  natural  infirmity,  or  any  confideration  of  his  enJcavourj 
to  corrcA  it,  or  hit  readinefs  to  atone  for  the  pain  it  might  fome- 
timeigive,  by  a  kind  and  gentle  treatment  of  the  perfon  ofieaded. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  hia  whole  life  was  a  conllid  with 
his  palTions  and  humoun,  and  that  few  perlbns  bore  reprchenfion 
with  more  patience  than  bimlelf.  After  his  deceafe,  I  found  among 
his  papers  an  anonymous  le'tter,  that  Teemed  to  have  been  written 
by  a  perfon  who  had  long  had  his  eye  on  him,  and  remarked  the 
oSenfive  particulars  in  his  behaviour,  his  picpenfity  to  contradic* 
tion,  his  want  of  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others,  his  conten- 
tion for  viftory  over  thofe  mth  whom  he  difputed,  his  local  preju- 
dices and  averfions,  and  other  his  evil  habits  in  conver£ition, 
which  made  hii  actjuaiauncc  Ihuancd  by  many,  who,  a  a  maa  of 
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be  changed  his  tonCi  and  nuldly  fud, — '  If  I  have  fpo- 

*  ken  roughly  txi  you,  impute  It  to  the  diftra£lion  ofmy 

*  mind,  and  the  petulance  of  a  fick  man.'— — De- 
icribing  his  prefcnt  condition,  he  faid,  that  he  and  his 
wife  were  id  want  of  every  necelTary,  and  chat  neither 
of  them  had  a  change  of  any  one  article  of  raiment. 

To  be  better  informed  of  his  circumftanccs,  I  vi- 
fited  this  pcrfon  in  the  alms-houfe,  asid  was  there  a 
witneTs  to  fuch  a  fcene  of  diftrefs  as  I  had  never  till 
then  bdield.  A  forry  bed,  with  fcarce  any  covering 
on  it,  two  or  three  old  trunks  and  boxes,  a  few  broken 
chaii?,  and  an  old  table,  were  all  the  furniture  of  the 
room.  I  found  him  fnwking,  and,  while  I  was  talking 
with  him,  a  ra^ed  boy,  about  ten  years  of  age,  came 
in  from  the  garden,  and  upon  my  enquiring  who  he 
was,  the  old  man  laid — '  This  is  a  child  whom  a 

*  worthlefs  father  has  left  on  .our  hands :  I  took  him 

*  to  keep  at  four  Ihillings  a  week,  and  for  four  years 

*  maintenance  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than 
'  five  pounds  four  fhillings :  the  poor  child  is  an 
'  idiot,  he  cannot  repeat  the  Ijord's  Prayer,  and  is 

*  unable  to  count  five :  we  know  not  how  to  difpole  ' 

*  of  him,  and,  if  we  did,  we  could  hardly  prevail  on 

genlu)  and  worth,  highly  cftecmed  him.  It  was  written  wirii  great 
temper,  in  &  fpirit  of  duuity,  xnA  with  a  due  adcnowledgment  of 
thole  great  talents  ivith  which  he  wai  endowed,  but  contained  in  it 
feveralboHie  trnths.  In  {bort,  it  was  fuch  a  letter  as  many  a  one 
on  (he  receipt  of  it  would  have  dellroyed.  On  the  contrary, 
Johnftn  prefcrved  it,  ajid  placed  it  in  his  bureau,  in  a  fituation 
fo  obvious,  that,  whenever  he  opened  that  rcpofitory  of  his  papers, 
it  might  look  him  in  the  faqe  ;  and  I  liave  not  the  loft  doabt, 
that  he  frequently  perufed  and  refleAed  on  its  contents,  and  en- 
deavoured to  correct  his  behaviour  by  an  addrcfs  which  he  could 
not  but  confidcr  as  a  friendly  admonitton. 

'  ourlelvcft 
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■  oarfelves  to  part  with  him  j  for  it  is  a  hartrilds^ 

•  loving  creature :  we  divide  otir  morfel  *Idi  him, 

*  and  arc  juft  able  to  keep  hipi  from  ftarving.* 

Upon  enquiring  into  the  means  of  this  poor  man's 
fcbfiftence,  he  informed  me,  that  the  endowment  of 
the  alms-houfes,  in  one  of  which  'i  lived,  yielded 
him  an  allowanceof  half  a  crown  a  week,  and  half  a 
chaldron  of  coals  at  ChriflmaS.  That  his  wife 
bought  milk  and  fold  it  again,  and  thereby  was 
able  to  get  about  a  Ihilling  a  day.  The  fcanttnefs 
«f  his-  income,  he  faid,  had  obliged  him  and  his  wife 
to  ftudy  the  art  of  cheap  living,  and  he  felicitated 
himfelf  that  they  were  become  fuch  proficients  therein, 
IS  to  be  able  to  abllain  from  drinking,  except  at  their 
fupper  meal,  when,  as  he  faid,  they  each  indulged  in  3 
pint  of  beer,  which  fufficed  them  for  four  and  twenty 
hours.  He  told  me  all  this  in  a  tremulous  tone  of 
voice  that  indicated  a  mind  that  had  long  ftruggled 
With  affliftion,  but  without  the  leaft  murmur  at  his 
hard  fortune,  or  complaint  of  the  doctor's  negleft  of 
him:  in  fhort,  he  appeared  tome  fach  an  exf mplai* 
of  meekncfs  and  patience  in  adverfity,  as  the  Deft  erf" 
men,  in  fimilar  circumftances,  might  wiJh  to  imi* 
tate. 

Johnfon  had  alfo  a  firft  coufin,  Elizabeth  Heme,  a 
hinatic,  whom,  upon  herdifcharge  from  Bethlem  hof- 
pital  as  incurable,  he  had  placed  in  a  mad-houfe  at 
Bethnai  green.  A  lady  of  the  name  of  Prowfe,  had 
bequeathed  to  her  an  annuity  of  lol.  and  Johnfon 
conftantly  paid  the  bills  for  her  keeping,  which, 
amounting  to  25I.  a  year,  made  him  a  bencfa^r 
to  her  of  the  difference  between  thofe  two  fums. 

The- 
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The  doftor,  by  his  will,  bequeathed  tx)  the  reverend 
Mr.  Rogers,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Prowfe,  lool.  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatic  j 
but  he,  probably  confidering  that  the  intereft  of  that 
fum  would  fall  far  i.'  -^rt  of  what  Johnfon  had  been  ufed 
to  contribute,  and  that  the  burthen  of  fupporting  her 
would  lie  on  himfelf,  renounced  the  legacy.  Had  the 
doftor  left  her,  for  her  life,  the  dividends  of  jool. 
part  of  his  ftock,  flic  had  fuftaincd  no  lofs  at  his 
death :  as  the  njatter  now  ftands,  I.  mud  apply  the 
100 1.  for  her  maintenance,  and,  if  Ihe  lives  to  exhaufl 
it,  muft  feek  out  the  place  of  her  laft  legal  fettlemcnt, 
«nd  remit  her  to  the  care  of  a  parilh  *. 

That  the  name  of  the  poor  man  Heely  occurs  not 
in  the  will,  and  that  no  better  a  provifion  is  therein 
made  for  the  lunatic  Heme,  than  a  legacy  which 
may  fail  to  fupport  her  through  life,  can  no  otherwise 
be  accounted  for,  than  by  the  doctor's  poftponing 
that  laft  folemn  a<5l:  of  his  life,  and  his  making  a  dif- 
pofition  of  what  he  had  to  leave,  under  circumftances 
that  difabled  him  from  recollecting  cither  their  rela» 

*  Of  the  CTift  and  Tellininels  of  the  doAor's  negro>rervant,  the 
miowing  is  s  notable  inftance.  At  the  time  of  hii  malter's  ^ 
death,  Mrs.  Herne'i  maintenance  was  aboot  30 1.  inarrear.  I  was 
applied  to  for  the  money,  and  fhewed  the  biU  to  him,  upon  which 
he  imntediately  went  to  the  mad-houfe,  and  endeavoured  to  prevail 
on  the  keeper  thereof  to  charge  it  on  tiie  legacy ;  but  he  refuTed 
to  do  it,  faying,  chat  the  lunatic  was  placed  there  by  Dr.  Jotm- 
fon,  and  that  it  was  a  debt  incurred  in  his  life-time,  and,  by  cod* 
fequence,  was  payable  out  of  hii  eStSla.  When  thii  would  not 
do,  this  artful  fellow  came  to  me,  and  pretended  that  he  could 
bring  a  woman  to  fwear  that  there  was  nothing  due  ;  and,  upon  tay 
telling  him,  that  I  fhonid,  notwithftanding,  pay  the  bill,  he  iaidf 
tte  faw  there  wa«  no  good  intended  (or  hick,  and  in  anger  leA  toe. 
Vol.  I.  R  r  oon 
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tion  to  him>  or  the  diftreflrs  they  feverally  laboured 
vnder  Any  other  ruppofition  would  be  injuriom  to 
the  memory  of  a  man,  who,  by  his  private  memo- 
randa in  my  pofleflion>  appears  to  have  applied  near  a 
fuurch  part  of  his  Income  in  3tSts  of  beneficence. 

The  above  fafts  are  lb  conneAed  with  the  tranfaco 
tions  of  Dr.  Johnfon  in  the  latter  days  of  his  life,  that 
they  are  part  of  his  hiftory ;  and  the  mention  of  them 
may  ferve  as  a  caveat  againft  ofteniatious  bounty, 
favour  to  negroes,  and  tcftamentary  difpoQtions  in 
extremis. 

*,*  It  win  aflbrd  foiiiefatbr^ontothe  compaJHonate  reader  to 
know,  thai  the  means  of  benefiting  Hccly.  and  Ibme  othen  of  Dr. 
Jotinfon'i  TL-lations,  whom  he  had  either  totally  neglected,  orOightljr 
■  pociced,  hnve  been  found  out  and  rendered  pratlicable  by  Mr, 
Langton,  That  gentleman,  to  whom  the  doflor  h»d  given  his  ma^ 
nofcript  Latin  poems,  having  got  for  them  of  the  bookfellers  20 1. 
with  that  benignity  which  is  but  one  of  his  excellent  qualities,  ha4 
determined  to  divide  the  fame  among  the  doflor's  relations,  And 
whereas  the  dbdor  died  indebted  to  the  eftate  of  the  late  Mr. 
Beauderk,  in  the  fum  ofjol.  lady  Diana  Beauclerk.  his  reliA 
sjid  executrix,  upon  the  receipt  thereof,  utii  being  inJormcd  of  . 
Mr.  Langton's  intention,  in  a  f^t  of  true  benevolence  requeAcd. 
that  Ihe  might  be  perniitted  to  add  that  fum  to  the  fbnner,  and, 
accordingly,  depofited  it  in  bis  hands.  Pan  of  ttiii  money  )as\ 
been  applied  in  relieving  the  wanti  of  Heely  and  his  wife,  and  the 
reft  vifill  be  difpofed  of  among  thofe  relations  th^t  QuJl  appear  ta 
Hand  moll  in  needof  help  ;  and.  ai  a  farther  relief  to  Hecly,  an4 
for  the  benefit  of  the  idiot-boy,  nieafures  are  taking  ta  coapel 
the  fuhtt  to  maintain  him,  and  eventually  to  feulf  liiiti  with 
the  paiifh,  upon  which  he  has  nltinmely  » legal  clsiia  fv,  lelicf 
tnd  maintenance. 


JHP    or   TH?   FUST    YQI-UM*. 
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FtBie,  Sanmit,  deterfed  by  Johnfon  from  his  defign  of  ridi-           , 

cujing  him'onthe  ftagc    '        — ,  ■_        '       _J,  458' 

F»rd,  ParfcH,  &ort  account  of             —  -i.   '       —       a  ' 
m-  fuppofed  to  be  the  parfon  intended  in  Hogarth's  Modem 

MidjiiBhi  Convenation  -^                ■"*     3 

Sfa  Fttbtr£iUf 
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Folhergill,  Dr.  Jehu,  account  of  him         —  — '  —  44* 

Fimriiier,  llory  of  his  fbrgeiy  00  Bifhop  HqadW  -^  414. 

Fra-Ma/eiiry,  a  mock  proceflion  in  ridicule  of      —       *.  ^jy 

G. 

Garriei,  Mr.  placed  in  his  yoi^t^  ander  the  tiiivon  ctfJttttiiGMi  }$ 
^  comes  to  London  wiih  johnfoa,  -r^  -*    ja, 

-^  aAs  a  p::rt  in  the  MiKk  Do^e  w;ith  {pma  jonftDfynvin 

printers,  before  L'ave  at  his  ht^fe  — ■  ._    ^j 

B-  anecdote  of  hiip  and  Fleetwood  —  —    jj 

—  purchafes  Drury-Ianc  theatre.  In  conjanfiioa  lAA  tac^     194 

—  lines  by  him  on  the  pablication  of  Johnfon't  Oifioatfy  j^y 
-«■  hit  notion  of  thjC  importance,  of  hu  prnfeAon    -^       ^  427' 

—  hU  Condu4t  in  a  chADCery-fuit  t-  —  4^$) 

—  bis  pleafantry  —  _-  -^  aji 
~^  ^s  liberality            _              _                4.  __  t^jy, 

—  hii  reformation  of  liie  ftsge  —  __        -_  ^z' 

—  his.  arte  co.enrure  the.  favoiu  of  the  publit  — >  —  43^ 
Ctxpral  ff'arranli,  a  good  ufc  of  them  -^  —  joT 
Gtalttman's  Magindni,  the  origin,  and  prog^refi  of  ^  29 
^  acqpunt  of  I'ome  of  the.  earl}'  contribiicor)  to  it  —  4$ 
— ^  Johnfon  undertakes  a  biographical  article  In  it  -*  ^  89. 
^  contelt  between  it  and  ihcLondon  Magiizine  —  q^ 
vr  parliamentary   ipeecbcs  therein,  firA  publiSied.  iA  Jljjy 

1736,  under  tncdireSion  of  Guthrie  —         ...    g& 

.^  Johnfon  undertakes  CO  write  thcidebatcj.      ^  -^    9^ 

—  the  lale  greatly  increa fed- thereby  •••  -^  la;) 
>—  Johnfon  continues  the  debates  to  the  end  of  1743  ^  ijs 
^  the  debates  continued  by-  Hawkcfworth,  to  1 760          -r-  iiud 

—  review  of  booksj    by   Oiven   Ruffbead,    coniin*^.  by 

Hawkefworth  —  —  — iM. 

—  note  of  fereral  pieces  in  it,  written  by  JohnJiMi  —  359 
Ciergt  II.  Kitig,  an  elegant  compliment  ofhif  to  tlie  wifi  of 

Mr.  Thornton  —  -m  .—  46o> 

Gi'Wi,  (the  aichiteft)  —  —  —  37J 

Gla/gew,    account  of  the  Toyage   of  an  inhabitant  of  St. 

KiJda  to  —  —  — .  .  —  477. 

Ci/'^f'^.^r.  O/i-vn-,  anecdotes  of  him  —  -^  —416 
— -  relation  of  f«nie  of  his  abfurdiiies,  and  of:  a  trick  pUyed 

upon  him  by  Roubili^  the  fculptor  —  -^  417- 

— •  ISghted  ;he  patronage  of  the  Duke  of  Nortl|atBbe4wd  419* 
CiedtortHiitig^  a^favourice  quality  with  JoHnftin  —  407 

G»«dman' i'F:eUi  Thtmr'-  hiftOryofilsercaiop  wjdfnpiBlBon  73^ 
OftnvUJfM  Afr.  charaflerized  —  —      '^  514^ 

Cnrj^M/J'fvrflii/,  origin  and  progrefs  of  —         -^3* 

Gruh-^m.'vir'teritm^p^iticiafj,  why  lb  called  iiidr 

G^ovi/>V«.  witten  by  Mr.  Brooke  —  —    7* 

—  pafTages  in  it  —  _  _  ^>_  7J. 
tr»irH.i»w^e»  thepftlljtptentvy  fpeechcf  ta  tbt  Gootlc- 

nan'^Mwazioc'         —  —.  ^^  "^99 

H.  aw?. 
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H.  Pxnk 

HJT,  BiAf,  tli«»a«r«f  hii  Vi»gidemiwinh  ^  —  11S9 
flammtj,  Mr.  -pMt,  llik  cMKWftHy  with  Dr.  Jdhltlbli  351 
JHknfofVitr.  £«r</,  hia  feeech  on  a  ftuKittu  flH-  addrieCug  tlife 

king  to  remon  Sir  R.  Wa]plc  —  —  loi 

Htmh/iMrtk,  Dr.  uadenrien  tile  deMm  In  tbe  A^tlfc. 

■ira'i  Magaidhe  1744,  oHtl  UfnitHues  fhnti  tb-i^te  152 
•-  ondertakes  alfe  the  review  of -book*  —  ^  '^'it 

—  charafler  of  him  --  _-  _  aab,  251 
.—  hiftoryirf  the  All«nitb«*            t_              .ii.  ^  2^2 

■—  created  doflor  of  laws,  by-the  archbilhdl>«f  Gftilterbiirf  311 
Hmokfmotr,  (thBittdliMS)  —  —  —  373 

HibriAi.  account  of  Johnfon's  journey  tWihef  —  472  ef^JJ. 
•Hth,  Humfhm.  (arelatk)h(Jf  Dl-.  Johilft»n)aoMdnt«fMfai  597 
JKZ^Z)^.  >i*,  iWWWtrtdfWft  and  hli  Work*  —  —ill. 
Uifitrifot Rtgijhr.  publilhedi7i6,  theoricin  ofthtft  wtirk  39 

/fow*;^,  J/*^,rettiarfcabteiti(teHeeofhisiag4cli:7  ^J-  +12 

/fiwJ!r,  Dr.  (the  phyficiah)  ««ee*(tei  «f  hitfi  —  —  237 
fI<>dg„,Dr.hii\AiAfMt  ^  —  —     S» 

fitgwrti,  note  concerning  Iris  print  of  the  times  —  J* 

Heektr,  his  opinion  of  legiflstion  —  —    85, 

VimtH,  his  dtfloition  of  a  ctfrnplttt  cTiriftian  -¥■  —  542 
r^  kii  own  eOiiBate  of  i|is  charity  tt>Wili'&*  fe£lari«t  —  ihiX. 

J-  .        - 

Jami,  [die  aithiteft)  —  —  —  37? 

liHir,  the  paper  fo  called,  origin  ind  jnogrefs  of  —  "~  '^ 
fn/amtj,  johnftm's  dreadof  _—  —  —  37» 

%kMjim.  MUbMl,  (father  of  Dr.  Samuel)  iftfcribej  »  (bht 

in  memory  of  a  ytibhg  (Wjirian  who  died  for  lovC  «  mm  ^ 
Jthnjon,  Dr.  Sauuul,  his  general  charafler  —  '  —       l 

—  borq  at  LichScia,  September  7,  I70i>  ^  -^  J 
V-  ii  tbuzhed  by  Qoeeii  Anne  for  the  evil  "^  1^  "^  j 
■—  his  firft  poetry  at  three  years  old,  an  epitaph  ofc  a  duot  —      6 

—  placefl  in  the  free-fchotfl  at  Lichfitld  —  —  'wrf. 
«—  prediacd  by  Mr.  Butt  to  become  a  great  *an              —  '*»«• 

—  charaflcr  whilft  at  fchooi,  by  a  fchool-lcllow  ~^  ~  \ 
*-  for  fome  time  under  his  n'n^te,  Corotlioi  ttxt  —  ' 
ff  removed  to  Stourbridge-fch«>l  w  'f'  •—  '«'■ 
m*.  engaged  by  Mr.  Aiidrtw  Corbet,   »   affift  Bfl    fon  Itt       _ 

%A  ftudies  at  Oxford  —  .  -^  ""  ...S 

r^  entered  commoner  thwe     _    —  "^  ,   '..^^ 

*^  hit  coQtenpt  for  Jordan,  Mi  totoi  "—  _  '"'ri 

*-  hit  diftrefi  at  college       — .  —  —  ~    ** 

^  becomes  paul  to  Mr.  Adan?  —     ,     . —  .i-.iT,       ' 

,.-  for  a  tdfc  franllatet  Po|k''i  McSaK  ibfo  Latin^  li'bia  li 

greatly  approved  of  by  Pope  "^    -,      "T.      ."^     '^ 

.-  inclined  to  the  praflice  of  the  dvH  or  tmioan  law.  bat 

prevented  fey  his  father's  inabUief  to  faij^rl  him  ^ 

,COurfeofifedy  -^  -  -       y^ 


INDEX. 

!giihttlhn.  Dr.  Saautl,  compared  With  MagtutbechL  —     iQ 

: —  his  reteniivc  memory        —  —  : —  —'17 

—  leaves  the  univerfify,  and  returns  to  his  father    -^  —     19 

—  Ihj  reverence  for  religion  -^  —  r—iiia^ 

—  lofes  his  father  r-7      ■  -r  —    2» 

—  ulher  at  Mvlcec-Bofworth  free-fchool   ■  --  — 'itW- 

—  reiides  at  Birmingham,  where  he  tranfUtei  Lobo's  voyage 

to  Abilliftia  —  —  —    il 

—  returns-to Lichfield  .  ^  ^^-^  ^i—     ift 

—  gives  out  propofflls  for  pubHQiing  Politian's  Poem),  but 

drops  his  defign  ?—  *     —  ^^iHJ. 

—  rcfolves  to  become  a  writer  for  the  boQkfe)lcrs  —    37 

—  liis  fitll  letter  to  Cave  —  —  1—28 
~  retained  by  Cave  as  a  correfpondent  tt-  ■"  '9 
'—  off'ers  himfelf  as  ufiier  to  a  fchool  ai  Brerewood,  StaSbrd- 

ftjire,  but  rejefted  —7  —  -r     3« 

—  marries  the  relifl  of  Mr-  Porter,  a  mercer  at  Birmin^am     33 

—  his  chat»aer  of  Gilbert  Walmiley  ■  —    '.  —     34 

—  becomes  a  teacher  of  literatore  at  Lichfield  t—     3c- 

—  Garrick  is  pljued  untjer  fiis  tuitioa  r—  -r-  '*'•• 

—  hisplanofmftru^ion  —  —  -^37 

—  leaves  Lichfield,  pnd  comes  to  to)ya  with  iSariick  —  %% 
•—  writes  his  tragedy  pf  Irene                -^         —  tn-     40 

"—  ftory  of  the  tragedy        — -  —  ^  ~~     t' 

—  bisleitertoCaye,propQ(inB;atranfl3tioiiofFather  Paul's 

Tliftory  of  tKe  Council  of  Trent          ~-^  .^    ^ 

—  becomes  acquaintedwith  Savage  —  1.^5^ 
i-  tranflates  the  iiid.  Satire  of  Juvenal  '  "—  —  S^ 
•— ■  tivo  letters  to  Gave  on  the  tranilatioa  —  -^'  57,  ;() 
'• —  fells  the  copy  to  Dpddey                          —  —  -60 

—  offers  for  the  mafterihip  of  Appleby  fchoul  —    62 

—  folicits  from  the  univerfity  of  jDublin  the  degree  of  A-  M- 

with  Lord  Gower's  letter  of  recommendation  —  ihiJ. 

—  undertakes  a  tranflation  of  Croiifaz's  Examcn  of  P(!;)e's 

Eflay  on  Mai)             ■■.__..  __■    ■           '  __  gj 

'  —  letter  to  Cave  on  the  tranllation  —  —  6S 

—  piiblilEes  the  Marmor  Norfolcienfe  —  .1—  ^o 
'—^  account  of  that  pamphlet'  —  —  —  ^i 
^  warrant  liTued  to  apprehend  the  author  —  7: 

—  defends  Brooke's  GuRaVus  Vafa  —     .  —  78 

—  hls'poiicical  prejudices 


— ~  catalogue  oFpublicatidns  projeAed  by  him        —        _     9i 
^  his^notion  of  the  motives  to  writirtg      '—  \.^     %'a 

—  Wrote  fermoiis  for  clergymen  _  —  ^— ibid. 


•  his  integrity  in  adhering  to  his  religious  and  political ' 

^principles    ''  — "  '  "^  '^    85 

—  liis  fentimentsonlegiHation  -^      —  —    86 

^—  his  parting  from  Savage      —  — .  —  Hi/. 

^-  h!i  opinion  of  taverns   '  ^  — <  —-87 
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Jthnjiit,  Dr.  Samuel,  feparates  from  his  wife,  but  they  we 

foon  reconciled     —  —  —  —     89 

—  undertakes  2  biognphical  article  in  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 

—  ode  to  Urban,  Latin  and  Englifti  ^  —    jo 

—  begins  to  write  the  parliamentary  fpeeches  in  the  Gen- 

tleman's Magazine  —  —  —     97 

—  his  hatred  of  deceit  —  —  -~  nj 

—  the  various  fpeeches  charafterized  —  —lit 

—  affifts  ID  making  the  catalogue  of  Lord  Oxford's  books  —  155 

—  writes  the  preface  to  the  catalogne  —  —  1+5 

—  employed  in  Telexing  pieces  for  the  Harleian  Mifcellany    14.S 

—  copy  of  the  propofali  —  —   .  —iiid. 

—  ftory  of  his  knocking  down  Olborne  —  ^  'S<^    . 

—  writes  the  life  of  Savage  —  —  15s' 

—  remarks  on  that  work  ^  —  ~-  'S3 

—  the  author's  intention  in  writing  it                ^^  —  i  j^ 
^  commendation  of  the  work  by  Henry  Fielding  —  1 56 

—  his  coarfe  of  ftudy  at  the  aniverfity,  defultory    ^  —  161 

—  his  religious  charaAer                —                _—  ^  l$t 
^  excraft  from  his  Annates              —            —  —  163 

—  his  moral  charafler  —  —  ,—  164 

—  hit  cecoDomical  charader  —  — -  ^  165' 

—  projeAs  a  new  edition  of  Shakefpeare        —  —  167 

—  engages  in  his  Dictionary  —  ■»  —  170* 

—  his  method  of  compiling  it            —            —  —  '75 
'—  Lord  Chefierfield  pretends  ta  patronize  tbis  work  —  iiia. 

—  his  interview  with  his  lordftiip            —          —  —  176 
— <  his  ijiarafter  of  Lord  CheftcHield              —  -^ — 1S9 

—  defcribed  by  Lord  Che  iter  lie  Id  ^  —  ipo" 
~  writes  the  pnHogue  on   Garrick's  firft  Opening  Drury     "  ' 

Lane  Theatre  —  ^  ^  _  jm  - 

—  thepfologne  ^  —  —  —  196' 

—  brings  his  tragedy  of  Irene  on  the  Itagc  -—         ••-  199' 

—  charader  of  that  play  _  _  ^  ^oa ' 

—  publishes  a  tranllation  of  the  xth  Satire  of  Juveoat      —  201" 

—  aflifts  the  grand 'daughter  of  Milton,  and  de  Groot  a  dc- 

fcendant  of  Grotius  —  —  —  zej  ' 

—  efiaUilhes  a  Club  in  Iry-lane        —  ^  —  ai^' 

—  the  names  and  charaAcrs  of  the  members        —         ^  220  ~ 
^  fiirther  account  of  the  Ivy-Iai)c  Club  —  —  icO' 

—  a  friend  to  the  clergy  in  general,  yet  frequently  rough  to    -  '  ' 

individuals  —  —  -«-  ^~  xrx  ' 

—  his  talent  of  humour  _  ^  »  z^f ' 
•—  undertakes  the  Rambler    —         .     —                __  259^ ' 

—  praj^r  compofed  by  him  upon  that  occaGo*  ^        — .  16;  ' 

—  fpecimeni  t^his  AdverlSria  —  _  .^  266 

—  fail  fenttflKab  of  writen  for  hire  —  -«        —  %6i 
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JtiMfie,  pp.  SiMmtl,  ovti  fait  ncclksGt  m  »  wnter  tP  tlw 

divines  and  others  of  the  lafi  cfDtqry  -«  ••-  371 

—  his  tftlcnt  for  cridcifip  ,^  ^n  -^  274 

—  h>i  hatred  of  Milton  —  -p-  —  .._  27  j 
T—  hii  jncLiDchol/  tnrn  of  mirHl                        «^  -r-  tS? 

—  concluiiai  the  Rambler  abruptly  ^*-  "-  aSjt 
•^  wrote  the  Adventurers  Ggaed  T  *■  »  agj 
•^  loTei  hit  wife  —  MP  —313 
■V-  charafler  of  lier  —  "^  —  VW. 
— ,  «pit»jApnher                 -..                  —  —  3>S 

—  b«comes  melaDcholy  on  hcf  de^h  •«•  -w  jiS 
T-  hit  notion  of  tlip  (Ut<  of  dcj«rl«d  fpiriti            *-  —  317 

—  hit  infenfibility  to  the  besBtiej  of  j)aiatiBg,  (nd  the  4e- 

li|huofiajific  —  1-  31*»3<ft 

ir-  h'l  irieodlhip  for  Aniw  Williams  •—  -^  52^ 

-m-  his  Oovenly  drds  b>  —  -»  >^  337 

•V  Mr.  Dodington  feeki  his  fn^mjlbip  •»  "  Jip 

T-  prudently  declines  it  «-  w-  -.-  t^a 

-r-  completei  his  Diilioq^  w-  —  jW- 

■^  hit  srch  reply  to  Andrew  Miliar  ttt  t-  141 

*>•  pbt^ni  from  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  tlw^9*C«fA>M-  'W< 

>T^  bit  letter  of  thaukt  to  the  Vice-Chin^ljof  thcareoq  -^  341 

—  fote  of  fevetal  things  wiiuen  by  hint  ia  the  Gf nt)ffiup'| 

Magazine,  and  othtr  perio^«i  p\iWic*Hm»         .  ■-■  JS* 

•w  yccaoiit  of  hii .controvedy  with  JoQw  Hvnray  ^r  iji 

■~-  bit  behaviour  at  meats  —  -^  —  jj^ 

■n  ivy'lane  Club  bruk*  Uff  —  «  —  .60 

•V  vndcrtakes  hit  edition  of  Shal(s^mre  v  rr-jiiiJ, 

•n-  fublilbes  the  Idler  —  ->-  ^  )^ 

^T.  IS  offered  a  valuable  living,  but  (^jffis  IQ  taking  ordfa     )H 

^  his  (fntiinents  rtfpef^ng  UC  cWsy  —  ■-'  l6s 

— T  tofes  his  mother  ^     —  — ^  v—  iiiJ. 

-^  writes  an  Idler  on  her  death  »■•  -r-  j6S 

VT-  qbfeivations  on  RalfeUt  ■»-  -^  —  167 

-p  mgages  in  a  cantroverfy  on  the  firengUl  of  vclws  •«■  J7^ 

*-!■  eoocludej  the  Idler  _  «-  —  3751 

—  the  Jdier  eiHafterimd  ^  im  -r  j8(» 
-T  fcii  facility  in  eompofition  —  >-p-  —•.381 
— r  hit  reflefiiani  on  a  pudding  ^^  n-t  *-■  $H 
•>n  ^s  ttlent  of  burle^tw  v«rt$aatiQD  -w  «-  1S9 
-T-  Itis  fiivourablcfentiDientiaf  vifomn  f-~  -^  390 
*?-  varipiyi  piffKM  ud  dedtc^ttOBi  wriltea  i»y  Un  ••  59* 
~T  tpcnfion  fettled  onhim'by  his  prcfent  majefty  m  392 

—  %  dabbler  in  phy£c  1-  fn-  *r^  Sge 
-*  W^et  Robert  Levett,  a  praaifer  of  pkyfio,  iaM  his  hwA     39$ 

—  patqmiies  a  d^nwng-Bwatr  -w-'  nr  ■  "404 
— -  4  later  of  peniteou  and  fuch  u  bmU  pM&ffioBa  of 

piety  —  .„  m-  •^  4o£ 

^>  %Bft4lDifa' of  well-bred  mea  —  1—  —  407, 


I       N       S       B       X. 

Pahs. 
74sfti,  Dr.  Samul.  a»  ing/MJmie  rf fcJl  iWg— ilMW     — 4«V 

•—  cxcrdTes  hiaifelf  in  chtwiciil  fttiefM  -^         —  4*4 

—  eAablifteiBWKkl)'cliibutticTiufc'iElMd>GcMr4-Afeat4i{ 
im—  —  iccoant  of  the  membeo  —  ^  4i4  tffyf. 
-•  d^efi*  to  admitting  Ganick  a  M0mber  fcwif  —  ^ 
*-  Ui  Aiendlhb  with  GsnsEk  tot  cgrlikl  —  — iiwC 
•*-  became*  indolent  and  torpid           —*••■«.  ^w 

—  afiftiiDdeteffing  AeimpoOnrecrf'dieCodE'JawGMi  44£ 
*-  tdrcntnre  on  the  fisge  u  UtbMd  —  —  439 
■—  pnblilhes  ShakcTpeaie  ._  .».  «.  4^ 
r^  oeated  LL.D.  byth*  vrnverfinrof  DddiB  *— 445 
»-  «ztnAafroffltutbiuTQfOaodBaMBtioa*       —       —  447 


-  the  pablication  of  bii  proyera  defended  —        —  451 

It  of  bi*  Aiendfliif  « '  '  " 


f  withMf.  Thafe      —  454- 


^~  is  honoured  by  the  kingmkb  a  cDrerfctiBa  -*  *—  45^ 
r-  spfKHDted  pr«tefibf  of  aociflnt  litennm  to  the  sodaty 

of  painting,  fcc.  — •  •  -_  ^£t 

*n  publilltei  bit  &rA  p<4itical  MomUetj  "TbcFaUeAlarai"  iimL 
w-  publilhei  iaa  pantphlct  01  "  FalUaod's  IIlMik"  .  —  464 
•rm  nit  genera]  JfQowIedge  _  ••  -^  46^ 

^-  took  ^reat  pleafnre  in  upofing  «r  examining ^ildrcn  ^  47* 


_  hi«  epitaph  onMrt.  Bdl                 _             _  «  ^ys 

*- biajoorney  tAtheHehridM            t~            —  —  tMJL 

•—  his  opinion  of  the  pocmi  of  Qffiaa                — «  —  4tt 

•ir  bia  iMigqant  anfwer  to  Macphofa'a  ktier  —  491 

—  hii  oak  Oaffddcribed               —            —  —  iUi. 
„  publilbes  a  new  edition  of  Sbakdpean  in  wwi—aiOB  wiii 

Mr-  S»e«M                     —            -»  —  49* 

w  publilhei "  The  Patriot'*             —           —  —  ilSd. 

i»  poblilhet  "  Taxacini  no  Tynnay"             —  ^  494 

TF-  hit  tbouglui  on  (ha  oonftttntinn           «.         — -m  .—  j«j 

— «  Mr.  Thrale  parpofes  to  bring  h!m  into  parltnacit  ^  51* 

-P- ii  fbured  at b«og  difappointed         —           —  '"  5'S 
••—  Jui  opinion  oTblr.  GmTille  and  6ir  BjAert  Walpi4*       514 

«-  created  LI..  D.  by  tbennivcrfityofOi&vd       —  •-*  jic 

V  Soet  to  Pari*  with  Mr.  Tbrale  and  a  party         >—  —cm 
«p  bit  nadinnlt  to  afltA  in  wfiiing  pfofiucs,  pnkgsci,  Jcc. 

for  autliMV            __             ^             _  — »  yiy 

TT<  hii  prologue  to  "  A  Word  to  the  Wile  "         —  *.  {i$ 

V  the  petition  which  be  wrote  ftr  Dr.  QnU  to  the  Xinf. 

to  obtun  pardon  ~v>.        —  — • 

*-r ;—  Mr*.  Dodd'«  to  the  Qaeen  — 

»-  motives  urged  by  him  in  favsur  of  Oodd          — '  *«■  517 

T-  write*  "  Tbc  Coiwifl'*  Addfrii"                 —  —  Ji* 

^  write*  the  "  Lives  of  the  Potft*"             m-        —  —^gyt 

—  his  Lives  of  the  Poets  canlidcicd           ^         ^.  —  J53 
—           —           —  —  SJ» 

if  T^aannt             —  —  ^3^ 

IT-  tte^  to  coatenwlatc  bii  didblvbm            •^  —  54a 
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^4C«^,  Dr.  S<Mitf/,4he  books  of  divinity  whkh  heconTalted  540 
—^'m' terrified  at  the  profpeft  of  deuh  —  —  54$ 

—^  is  left  execntor  to  M f .  Tlir&le,  but  ii  ankward  io  the  diT- 

cbai^  of  his  office  —  —  -—  ^^g 

—  bis  epitaph  on  Mr.  Thnle  --  —  _  jjo 

—  1ms  friendfliip  with  the  Thrale  fusily  dilToIved  —  jS* 

—  vifits  Lichfield  and  Oxford  -^  —  —iiiJ. 
^.  becomes  vtry  iafirm  —  __  _  jjj 
••  bis  account  of  the  death  of  Levett                 —             —  itni. 

—  ftanzas  by  him  on  that  event        -    —  —  —  S5+ 

—  ha«  a  ftroke  of  the  palfy,  June  16, 1783  —  556  ' 

—  bis  pra^  for  the  recovery  of  Mrs.  Williams      —      —558 

—  bit-difagreeabte  habits  _.  __  _  j6a 

—  Ihs  appreheDfuins  of  and  preparation  for  death  56],  564. 

—  after  an  exercife  of  prayer  is  wonderfully  relieved  from 

the  dropfy,  under  which  he  had  for  fome  time  laboured   5$; 

—  ellablifties  an  alehoiife-club  in  ElTex-ftreet         —        —  566 

—  labountopreventthefecondmarrlBgeofMrs.Thrale    —  j69 

—  hi*  letter  to  the  lord  chancellor;  declining  an  o0er  of  his 

pecuniary  affiflance  —  _  _  jyi 

^  vifits  Alhboum  —  —  —  —  574 

—  tnnilation  of  an  ode  of  Horace  whilft  there        ^      —  i6ii/. 

—  ia  his  return  to  town  vifits  Lichlield  —  —  57; 

—  mdces  his  will  with  fevcral  blanks  in  it         —  —  576 

—  begins  an  £gri  Epbemeris,  and  prepares  ftv  his  dilTola- 

^  his  memorial  t>f  bis  deceafed  parents  And  brother  ^  tbij, 

■r-  tranllates  fome  epigrams  from  the  Greek  Aathologia  into 

-Latin       —  —  _  __  J78 

—  h!i  prayer  at  the  laft  time  of  his  receiviog  the  facnmeDt  584 
•—  makes  another  will  and  codicil  ^   .         ^        —  j8^ 

—  dies  December  13,  1784  —  —  —5^7 

—  refie^ons  on  hiadcaUi  —  —  —  5Sg* 
^  report  on  opening  hia  body  _  _.  ^  cm 
—-  aseount  of  his  funeral  in  Weftminfler  Abbey      ^     —  iiiJ. 

—  ce[^  of  hii  will  and  codicil  —  —  —  S9'' 

—  accolint  of  fome  of  his  relations  not  mentioned  in  his  will  j^ 
JtrJon,  tutor  to  Johnfon,  but  greatly  contemned  by  him  9 
Iritu,  the  ftory  of  —  «-  —  "  —  41- 
~  three  tragedies  fouaded  upon  it  -^  .—  —  4a 
J^Fumai,  Satire  iit.  acconut  of  Jobnlbn's  tranllation  of       —    56 

—  Johnfon    fells    the    copy   of  the  imitation  thereof  to     -~ 

Itadlley-  .  »—  —  -^  —    69 

—  Satire  X.  traxflated  by  Johnlbn  ,—  ...—  aoi- 


Xilfyf  Hugh,  memoirs  of                — 

_             -5i» 

—  Johnfon's  prologue  ;o  his  comedy. 

"  A  Word  to  the 

Wife"                      ^ 
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JtT/imVi,  Dr.  libels  Johnfon  and  AkenUde  —  ^  3^ 

Kent,  (the  artjiitefl)  .  —  .  —  —  —  J73 

KiUa,  St.  (ifland  of)  account  of  the  inhabitants,  &c,.  —  476 
-^  account  of  the  voyage  of  an  inhabiunt  of,  to  Glafgow  ^jy 
King'i-Evil,  Hiltoiy  of  the  Royal  Touch  for  the  cure  of  it  —      4  ^ 

L. 
Lacj,  Mr.  joins  Garrick  in  the   purchafe  of  prury-Laoe 

Theatre  *—  —  —  —  —  19J 

Lander,  William,  his  hatred  of  Milton  —  —7  275 

r—  ins  falfe  charges  of  plagiarifm  onM'illon  deteSed        —  27S 

—  extrafls  from  his  conceffion  —  —  -—  277 
t^  his  concefiion  retraced' by  his  future  condufl    ^        —  2S1 

—  goes  to  fiarfaadoes,  and  dies  —  —  —  184 
JtOfw,  the  concurrence  of  circnmltinces  neceflary  to  cnfure 

fuccefs  in  a  law-fuit  —  —  "~  5^3 

I —  the  nfeof  precedents  iii  —  -^  —  53I 

LaturtMct,  Dr.  anecdotes  of  —  —  — ..  ^oj 

Learned  jh/ It,  inflances  of  their  being  taken  into  the  l^mt- 

lies  of  the  great  —  — -  — .  4^^ 

Legijlaiian,  Hooker's  fentimenti  of '  '       —        —  """85 

L  lit*,  Mrs.  account  of  a  noAurnal  feftivity  on  the  publica- 
tion of  her  life  of  Harriot  Stuan  —  —  38S 
Lfoett,  RehtTt,  hii  hiftory  and  charafler  ^  —  35S 
t—  account  of  his  death  __  .—  —  cj^ 
—•  llanzas  by  Johnfon  on  his  death  —  —  —  thij. 
Literary  frepcrly ,  the  decifion  on  thequeftion  of  —  -^  JJI 
Liiurgj  a/  EdiuardW.  account  of  the  con  troverfyrrffpefling  it  450 
Lobo,  Padrtjeromt,  his  Voyage   to  Abillinia,   Uanflatedl>/ 

Johnfon        -         --  —  ""    *? 

—  account  of  that  work  — ^  '  -^'  —  a^ 
Louden  Magazine,  conieft  between  it  and  the  GcDileman'i 

Magazine  —  — r  —  ~"    91 

M.  ■ 

Matheth;  Tragedy  of,  a  paJlage  therein  Illullrated  by  a  rela- 
tion of  an  affray  on  the  Thames  —  .  —  443 
Madden,  Dr.    fubmits   a   publication  of  his,   to  Johnfon's 

correflion  -^  —       .    —     _      _  391 

M'Ghie,-  pr.WilUami  nietnoirs  of  —  —  aj* 

Magliaiec/ii,j1>itciira,nUmethoi  of  reading  fimilar  to  Johnfon's  16 
MaitdrviUe,  Dr.  Bernard,  account  of  him  —  —  z6t 

—  hi;  opinion  of  Mr.  'Addifon,  after  a  converfation  with  him  zfif 
Maniuri,  the  relinement  in,' within  tbrty  fears  —  —  261 
Manneri,  Rate  of,  when  the  Rambler  «  as  publi(hed  —  ibij, 
ManufaBnrii  pf  this  country  protcftcd  by  general  wattants  508 
ifermar  Nor/hli-ieKje,'  aceoant  of  that  publication       —       —     71 

—  warrants  iffued  againft  the  author  —  —  —  yj 
Mtnin,  (aathoi  of  the  Hiftory  of  tke  Hebridc))  account  of  47^ 

Maitiairti 
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tUitt^t,  Michul.  VTOa  the  dedkatun  to  the  Caodogne  bf 

Lord  Oxford'*  bocdu  —  — .  .**  ijj- 

MtMd,  Dr.  anecdotes  of  him  —  *—  —  zjq 

—  hu  KBCOonter  with  Dr.  Voodmtd  ^^  —  lie 
MtUmhi,L»ri.    See  Dtdhgtm. 

Millttr,  Amdrtvi,  Joltnlbn't  udi  reply  to  —  —  341 

Miliui,  3»ba,  UUuJced  by  Lander  as  a  ^a^iarift  —  27$ 

—  defended  by  Dr.  Dooglai  —  —  —  ty6 
r—  entaAt  fron  Laader'i  conceffiotts  —  —  zjj 
1 —  ttm  attacked  by  Lander  —  -•-  —  2S| 
MifJtt/St.  IJU>ri.  account  of  ^  —  _  139 
idmmrt^Ui,  charaAei  of  that  trork           -^  -^  >     —  216 

N. 

Siwhery,  Mr.  engages  Jdinlbn  to  write  the  tdler  —  3(3 

Stuifiiam,  the  engine-miker,  %  ftory  of  lum  —       —    93 

NicMi  Dr.  Fraat,  a  faying  of  bi«              —  -.        —  407 

Jil»rllNmirrU»d  HnfitU-Beak,  extn&  from  —            —  jjx 

JV««//'Vri(inf ,  origiB  and  progreb  of  —              —313 

Jfiignu,  Dr.  charader  of  him           ^  *—            — >  416 

O. 
pUfi,  tt'm.  account  of  him  _  _  _  j^^ 

OJberm,  The.  parchafei  Lord  Oxford's  bodu.  an&  employs 

Oklys  and  ^ohofon  in  making  the  catalogue  of  them      ■  3  a 

—  fpedmen  of  tije  catalogue  —  —  —  1 34 

—  ovaiader  of  him  —  .^  —  _  i^g 

—  fiory  of  Johnfon's  kaocking  him  down  mth  a  folio  •»  i  jo 
Q^«,  Johnlan'so^nionof  tbepoems  of  —  "•488 
QitftrJ,  LirJ,  hit  library.    Sec  O/hrx, 

P. 

fmtriu  defciibed  ,-  — _  — ,  .»  ^^ 

—  negatively  dcTcribed  __  —  ._  ^^ 
Ptmbraie  and  Untgrntrj.,  PbiUf  Earl  yj  a  Arange  chana«r  1  k 
Fnn,  ffWiam,  ftary  of  him  —  —  _  joj 
Pmumt,  Mr.  conunendation  of  hit  tour  to  the  Hebndea,  and 

of  the  oonclnding  paragraph  thereof      -i-      —  474,  4S7 
FtritJicid  Marai  Sfftqt,  uidr  utility  —  —  26« 

Fhjl/itiMu,  DuneroH  iuftaacei  of  the  fiulorc  of  their  cndea. 

vouri  to  acquire  praftiec,  with  reflefUons  thareoA,  ajj  *t/$q. 
•-  tbt  ttBigt  *f,  attacked  by  Dr.  SdMnberg  -r-  —  241 
H^rimrngti,  obfervatiou  on  —  —  —  }«g 

titt,  Mr.  his  fpeech  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Watpole's,  on  a  601 

for  the  encourcgemant  offeamen  —  —  116 

fafyietU  Stat*  tf  Grta  Sritain,  fitort  accovnt  of  that  wort  ay 
fift,  Mr.  his  pinion  of  Johnfon's  tianJtMioB  of  the  Met. 

fiahintoLatitt  —  —  —    13 

••■  iu»  candoui  tayoww  mn  of  geniu*         — ■  —  ikd. 
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Pafti  h*  Elnjr  on  Man,  compofed  frotn  the  difUmenofLord 

Balingbroke  —  ^  —    6f- 

■^  not  oonrerfant  with  the  ancient  writn-i  on  moiality  —  ihiJ. 
-~  commcncenent  of  his  BCqauntance  with  Wachaitoa  —  69 
-^  ao  inflanceof  his  alFef^d  contempt  of  calumny  ^  34.7 

PrtctJinti  in  L«to,  their  ufe        —  —  ^  {31 

Prijinirs,  the  tendcinefs  with  which  they  are  treated  ~-  jjiB 
Pftitguti,  tlieir  defign  _  ia_  _  l,^ 

FreUgne,    by  Johnfon,   for  the   opuiag  of  Dniry  Lana 

Theatre  by  Garrick  —  ^  —  \^ 

—  at  the  perfbrmaace  of  £elly'i  play  for  the  benefit  of  hii 

family  —  —  —  —  51* 

Prtfhttus,  forged  to  fcrve  political  purpofei        ^  —    yo 

Prtj^tutian  in  authori,  wiist  —  -»         ^     &I 

P/almanaamar,  Gtergi,  account  of  hilb  —  ^  $4^' 

Puddingy,  extempore  reflcSion  on  a        —  —         —  jSt 

PiiritoM,  |ohnl0n's  opinion  of  —  ^  —  ^4X 

i^aiir,  anecdote  (^aferaale  one,  who  bept  ahouJe  of  kffd 

reibrt  —  —  —  ~~    7J 

^M,  ftory  oTkim  and  Dr.  Thoa^oa  —•  —  33^ 

R. 
/tnJpi.Mr.  yamei,  acconot  of  hin        —  —    iSi,  ^^ 

Katniltr,  prayer  compo&d  by  Johnfimt  when  he  fitft  under- 
took it  —  —  ^  —  afij- 

—  I^ecimcn  of  hinU  from  which  he  conpoled.  fiuulry  of  die 

papers  —  _  —  —  — 16& 

•—  all  except  fbnr  written  by  himfelf  —  _  ^-n 

—  tranilated  into  the  RulBan  language  —  —  xj^ 
Ra0ai,.  JohnfoD  fold  the  copy  of  it.  In  ordec  to  lopsprt  Us 

motherin  herlaft  illnns  —  —  36$ 

—  enmen  of  that  work  —  — ,  _  ^^f 
RtJifftV-Extrcifes,  thoughts  on  -^  —  —.^6^, 
RiiifembriuietT,  a  political  paper  written  by  Ralph  —  33tf 

.  Pith,  Mr,  an  elegant  compliment  of  hi«  to  Mr.  Garticic   ^  432 
^wto-i^a,  particulatrofhim  —  _  _  %t4 

—  compared  with  Johnfon  — ^  —  —  jg^ 
XUkr,  the  Rfu,  WMmm,  a.  writer,  in  the  Geotlenua'*  Ma< 

g^zine  —  —  —  —    ^fr 

Xttiitfi*,  Sir.  Thtm^t  is  lent  by  lord  Cbefter£eld  to  JohnCn 
ioth,4&r*of  fiiwidlhiii»which.ara.rqc&*d.  Anwdotea 
ofhim  —  —  ^.  ijfi 

Xtm^nt'ivritii^Madini,  the  origin  and  progrci*  of  —  ajj 
X0U.Ciiti  —  —    -  —  — .  ay4. 

ft^jg^Htd,   Omif,,  nodenakea  tha.m'iaK  of-bfiokt  in  the 

GentlcQua's  Ma^aine  •-■  —  igs. 

S.  S/iUir, 
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Sltfitr,  Dr.  StKufl,  ch  a  rafter  of  him  —  —  izo 

Suvage,  Rubai  J,  tlLttcii  of  his  chzTa&et  —  ~~    5^ 

— i.  his  parting  from  Johnfon        —  —  —    %(, 

—  Johnlbn  writes  his  life  —  ^  —  152 

—  th«  aathor's  intention  in  wriring  it  —  —  15; 
-— ■  Henry  Fielding's  commendation  of  it  —  —  ij6 
J«(UDiW-r,  LarJ  ChiefJa^Ue,  hiftory  of  his  origin  and  rife  14 
Scfnmifrg,  Dr.  Meyer,  his  hiflory  —  ^  jjj 
SchoaUlnftruflien,  Df-  Johnfon's  plan  for  —  -~  37 
Sicker,  Archbijhop  of  Caaterhttrj,  anecdotes  of  him  ^  —  248 
Sthviiji,  Mr.  liory  ofa  perfon  under  fentence  of  death  apply- 

ing  to  him  to  obtain  a  pardon        .^        — .  —  j^j 

Sentimental  tisriteri,  charafterized  —  —  jl8- 

&)afiifiaTy,  Lorri,  his  definition  of  virtue        >'-  •—  11;] 

—  A  fafpeAed  infidel  —  —  —  154 
Shai^peare,  his  knowledge  of  the  hnman  mind,ilhiftrated, 

by  s  relation  of  an  affray  on  the  Thames  —  445 

•—  enquiry  into  the' merits  of  die  rarions  editors  of  his  works  168  ' 
Sbieih,  Mr.  account  of  him,  and  his  lives  of  the  poets, 

publifhed  under  the  name  <»f  Gibber        —  —  204. 

SHpfen,JfilliaiH,  anecdote  of  him  —  —  5'5 

SUnn,  Sir  Henry,  hii  letter  to  hii  ibn  Philip         .—  —  iSj 

Smalr'tdge,  Dr.  his  readioefs  to  vific  the  fidt  —  .         —  365  . 

Smi^,  Mr.  yohn,  a  writSi'in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  '  48 
Smlltt,  Dr.  Teiiar,  acconnt  of  him  and  his  works  —  215- 

Seathvell,  Mr.  EtImKnJ,  anecdotes  of  him       -—  —  40; 

Spelmat^i  Ghffarj,  acconnt  of  that  work  —  _  i^g 

Sfirituiashi^anri,  feven  millions  of  gallons  diAilted  yearly 

'     in  England  about  the  vnr  1740  —  —  I2t 

Slenre,  Lanrtnce^  account  of  him  and  his  writings  —  2iS 

Strutt,  ihtatttrnr/,  an  infidel,  and  a  writer  in  the  Craftf- 

man.  —  —  _  .^  _  jjj 

Sun  Fire-Ofiee,  the  origin  of  the         —  —  —     30 

^jnaw^,  obfcrvatiohs  on  —  —  ~~  37^ 

T. 
Twtrns,  Dr.  J<Anfon's  love  of,  and  reafons  for  it  —    87 

—  their  antiijuity  and  hiftory  '  —  —  —Und, 
Tallin  (the  Water  Poet)  account  of  him  and  his  works  —  141 
Yaxaiion  no  Tyranny,  account  of  tliat  pamphlet  —  —  494 
Tta,  controverfy  between  Jonas  Hanway  and  Dr.  Johnfonon  351 

—  breakfaftj  of  perTons  of  quality  bcfOTe  the  introduftdon 

ofit  —  -         —  —  _        ■    _  jjj, 

namffin.  Dr.  account  of  him  —  _         __  337 

—  ftoryof  Qi^n  and  him  —  —  —  338 
Tl>ralt,-Mr.  diw,  and  leaves  Johnfon  one  of  his  execntoi's  —  547 
•w  iu  epitaph,  wriccen  by  Johnfon           _        -.         —  cjo 

Tburitii, 
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Thurlim,.  L»rd  CbanetUar,  hai  generoui  offer  to  Johnfon  of  T*"* 
fum  to  enable  him  to  uavel  for  the  recovery  of  hi» 
i"Itl.  -_  _  -  -S73 

U.    V. 

Vmvtrfal  Vifatr,  «ccoant  of  the  writers  of  the      1 1- , 

Urfitbart,  SirTlnmai,  account  of  him  —  ,nn 

Vonir^gh  (the  wchiteft)                   _              _  _  '^9 

yiriut,  the  opinions  of  Lord  Shafteibury,  Dr.  Clarke  and 

Mr.  Wollaflon,  on                _  ,-• 

W. 
n'alftU,  Mr.  H«-4u!c,  his  fpeech  on  a  biU  for  the  cncouramt- 

ment  offeamen  —  _  _       i 

fTalpoU.  Sir  R,hrt.  hi>  coodoa  ai  a  minifter       —       —    !o 

If-almjidf^ir.  Gilhrt.  his  charaftcr         —  _  ~  ^1* 

—  ^^j'"'"  «•  Mr^olfon,  in  favour  of  Johnfon  and  Gar- 

W^burUh.  Bifi^p  ofCkuaJiir,  his  nfo  ~       _  "Z    |s 

—  commencement  of  his  acqaain'Unce  with  Pope  —  fin 
»;«.i«W,«,  the  decline  of  that  buCneft  ™  _  ,,' 
»'a/^w/,-il6-.  many  of  his  papil.  writers  in  ike  Gentleman's 

Magazine  —  _ 

S?f  w   »^T'  '""i" '"  »^=  G^tleman's  Magazine      «,^! 

tfhiitbeaJ,  Paul,  anecdotes  of  him        __ 

miliam,,  Anna,  her  hiftojy  —  _  Z  "* 

—  prayer  for  her  by  Johnfon  in  her  illnefi  -_        _  ^'i 

—  dies  —  _  _  _  Ty 
Williams.,  Zaiharittb,  her  father,  his  hiftory          «,              „ ' 
mUi,^^  imprndence  of  deferring  the  making  of  them  to  the 

lafthonrs  of  life,  exemplified  in  Dr.  JolTnfon  _  fo, 

^;ft'  *   ;  %  P^'y'i"' V"?  a  hnmorift,  account  of  him  -  IT: 

irii  bj  profilfiiiit,  charaftenzed            "^ 

miUifim.  fo  definition  of  Virtue        —             _  ~  ^^^ 

Wead^tad,  Dr,  his  rencounter  with  Dr.  Mead        —  ^  |II 

Y. 

Ijiwaf .  Or.  Edward,  a  client  of  Urd  Mejcombe  —  ,i« 
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fage  t^IUe  4.  for  raifiiA,  read  raijimitt 
■.I      183,  line.  ;8,  for  Mdtmor,  read  oitiaar, 
-       n^  in  the  note,  for  th*iu»fkaJitigfr»m  ti^i^m 
tturtr  \taA,ltaiktig  jremBraaifhttK 
J-'—  247,  line  utepcanlt.  ixpraeart,  read  tffnttfii^ 
L-.  ■  274.  W» XV.  tor  MM^Wt,  rwd  MMT^ibv. 
-.  I  1.  406,  line  4,  for  «r,  read  s/". 
.~-.  4S&,  line  so,  Ibf  TiMi^,  read  TbMdit,. 
-^ooo>  line  21,  for  muii>/w  roML  fiim^Mt. 
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